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The copy of the quenes Mateſties 1 
Patentes. 


Ary by the grate of God, Quene of Eng⸗ 
lande Fraunce and Ireland, deſendour of the faith aud 
3 0 ande, and alſo of Jte⸗ 

z ynters of bookes, and 
Officers, Minpfters, 


er brẽ de priuato ſigils 
| &dedarapredicta, _ 


C here koloweth the Table 
of thys pzeſente Boote, called the fall of 
Pꝛinces, and Pꝛincelles. ac. Whiche boie 
is deupded in to nyne bookes, and euerye 

booke contapneth dyuers chapters, as 

here alter foloweth: And kyꝛſt ot the 
fyꝛſte boke, whiche contapneth 
Lxun.Chapiters 


| Ihe P:ologue of John Lidgate 
"» | Mone of Burp, tranllatoure 
[= 'Þ of this boke. 

Lobe lyzlt Chapter of the firſte 


D242 


booke ſheweth howe Adam and Eue toz 
they2inobedience, were put out of 4Para- 
dyſe;and howe they ſtandinge naked ve⸗ 
foze Bochas, deſyzed hym to put theyz 
wofull fall fyʒſte in remembꝛaunce: And 
howe they and they: oflpꝛynge liued in (0s 
rowe a wzetchedneſle : with a Lenuope. 
The fpꝛſte chapter. 

owe Nembz2oth buylded the tow2e of 
Babylone, to ſaue him (cife from Noes 
ftode, whiche foz his pꝛyde and pꝛelump⸗ 
tion, was put from his magnitycence, and 
his towze with lodayne teupn lmpeten 
downe.The (econd chapter. 

An exclamaciõ of John Bochas againſt 
pꝛoude foike, hewynge howe God maye 
them and theyz pzyde abate, whan it (all 
pleale him;and by dyuers meanes x wat- 
es them punyth and chaſtice: Witg a len⸗ 
uoy. The third chapter. 

Howe manpe peres were betwene A- 
dam and Nembzoth, and betwene Nem- 
bꝛoth and Cadmus, and ol dpuers other 
kinges. The fourthe chapter. 


Of Ogiges king of Tyebes, deafe. vii. 


Ok a greate flode in Te ſſaly.leafe. vii. 
Ok goodly J ſys wyfe to Apys king of 
Irgpue, and howe he was ſlapne by hys 
bꝛother Diſteus. The fyft chapter. 

Ot Griliton that eate hys members foz 
hungre. With a Lenuoy.the ſixt chapter. 
. Bowe Jupiter raupſhed Europa, the 
daughter of kynge Agenoz,and how Cad 
mus was lent to ſetze her in to divers coũ⸗ 
trees: With a Lenuoy of the tranſlatour. 
Theleuenth chapter. 

A goodliye p2oceſſe of Oetes kynge of 
Colchos,of Jaſon and Medea, of Theſe⸗ 
us, Splla, ol Nilug. and of dyuets other: 


The Table. 


With a Lenuoy. The eyght Chapter, 
Ok mightye Jabyn kyng of Canaan; 
of Quene Jocaſta, and how Thebes was 
dyſtropyed: With a Lenuoy. Che.ix.chap. 
How Xtreus kyng of Meſſene wzongyt 
againſte his bzother Thieſtes, andhows 
he lle we his childzen,diſmembyed them in 
pieces, and made the ſaid Thie ſtes to eate 
of their fleſh and dz inke of the pꝛ blode; 
The tenth chapter. 
How Atreus accuſed him lelfe ot mur⸗ 
der, and his bzother of auoutrp, don woyth 


Europa the quene: With a Lenuop: 


The. xi.chapter. 

Ot duke Theleus, and of Friadne that 
ſaued his lyfe in acaue, and ho we he lyke 
a foz[wozne man koꝛſoke her, and wedded 
fayze Phed:a, which after warde ſlew her 
(elfe:a Lenuoy, The. xii.chapter. 

How Bochas blameth theym that gy⸗ 
ueth haſty credence to liers and flatterers: 
With a Lenuoy, The. xiii. chapter. 

Ok que ne Ilthea, and howe Hercules 
by women was bzoughte to confuſton: 
With a Lenuop. The. xn. chapter. 

I pꝛoceſſe of Narciſſas;Byblis, Py:ra 
and dyuers other, their infoztunes to Boz 
chas complaynyng, and how? Narciſſus, 
Byblis, and Mpꝛra dycd at inyſthefe, 
with a Lenuoy. The fyftene chapter. 

Ok Pꝛiamus kynge of Troye:and how 
the monke of Burye, tranſlatoure of thys 
boke, wꝛot a boke of the liege of Trop cal⸗ 
led Trop boke.the lixtene chapter, 

ere Bochas authoure of this boke , 
wzyteth agarne the Surquedous pꝛyde 
of them that truſt to much in theyz riches, 
The leuentene chapter. 

Here allo John Bochas puttetha great 
pꝛayſe and commendacyon of (uretye that 
ſtandethin pouerte: With a Lenuop. The 
eyghtene chapter. . 

Of mighty Sampſon, whiche tolde all 
his counſayle to Dalyda, wherby he was 
diſceyued: With a Lenuop. The nyntens 
chapter. 

A chapter of Bochas diſctyuynge the 
malyce that is in Women. The twentye 
chapter. 15 

Thercuſe of Bochas fozhys wytyng 
againſte myſgouerned women, in maner 
of a Lenuoy. The.rxi,chapter 
O myghtye Pp;rus that ſlewe Pol- 

Ai. lytene 


The Table. 


i(xene. whiche koꝛ his pzyde and auoutrye 
died in pouerte, and at the laſt was ſlapne 
by Hozeſtes. The.xriut.chapter 

Ot Machapꝛe and of his ſuſter Cana- 
ce, The-xxitn.chapter, 

The letter of complaynte wzyttenby 

Canace to her bzother Machapze. With 
a Lenuoy.The.xxv.chaprer, 


C Thus endeth the Table with the Cha⸗ 
piters ofthe fyꝛſte boke, and here 
- foloweth the table of the ſe- 
conde boke which contai⸗ 
neth.rrxi.chap- 
ters. 


- = IA 


He Pꝛologue of the tranſlatour, 
N >» | Tyefyzſte Chapter of the le⸗ 
WJ i» : cond boke declareth howSaule 
224: Kynge of Jeruſalem bozne of 
lowe degree, as longe as he loued God, 
and dꝛadde him, and was obedient to his 
lawes, and ruled by good counlaple, had 
manye greate victozies: But at thelaſle 
fo2 his pꝛide, pꝛelumpcion, and greate diſo- 
beyſaunce, loſt his crown, and was llaine 
by Philiſtees: with a Lenuoy of the tran(- 
latoure, 
AX commendacion of Bochasg, bpon the 
vertue of Obedpente. Loke the leafe.xli. 
Howe kynge Koboam, foz gyuynge 
faythe to ponge counſapie loſte the bene⸗ 
uolence ot his people, and at the laſt dyed 
a fole: With a lenuop. The ſecond chapter 
A chapiter dilcryutage, howe P2inces 
beyng hedes of theyz commontees,ould 
haue noble chiualry and true Jvdges to 
gouerne the commons. The third chap. 
Howe Mucius Sceuola llewe an in- 
nocente in ſtede of kynge Pozcenna, that 
lay de liege to Rome. The fourthe chapter. 
Howe Lucrece oppꝛeſled by Tarquine 
llewe her lelle. The fyfth chapter, 

- Howe Rome was gouerned after the 
deth of Lucrece, and how Uirgima was 
by her father llapne: with a Lenuop. The 
ſixte chapter. 

Howe Jeroboam kynge of Iſraell, 
fo ydolatry and diſobedience, came to a 
myſcheuous ende. The ſeuenth chapter. 
Howe 3areas kynge of Ethyope was 
ſlapne in battaple. The eyght chapter, 
Howe Nadab kynge of Jeruſalem loſt 
both ſceptre and crowne. The ninth chap, 


Hob the vengeable pzince 5ambzias ſet 
a tovoze on lyʒe and bꝛente him ſelfe . The' 
tenth chapter, 5 

Ok kyng Achab and Jelabel his wyke, 
The leuenth chapter, 28 

Howe the quene Ithalia fox her ky. 
ranny was flayne.The.xit. chapter 

Howe Dydo Quene ot Cartage ſlewe 
her lelfe foz the tonleruacion of her chaſti⸗ 
tie: With a Lenuoy. The. xiii.chapter 

AA Lenuop dyzecte to wydowes, of the 
tranſlatour.loke the leafe.1. 

Howe the vycious Hardanapalus hing 
of Aſſirie, bꝛent him lelfe and his treſoure. 
Che fourtene chapter, | 

I commendacion of John Bochas of 
vertuous bulpneſſe, reherſyng the names 
ofdyuers founders ofſcyences in —— 
of ydelneſſe: With a Lenuoy, The fyfteng 
Chapter. 

* Howe Imastias in Juda kyng,foz his 
pꝛyde and pꝛelumpcion was venquiſthed 
in battayle, and after llapne. The ſixtene 
chapter. 8 

Howe Oſias lucceadynge kynge nerte 
in Juda, was imytten with lepze. The le⸗ 
uentene chapter. 

An exoꝛtacion foꝛ Pꝛintes to take hede 
that they do nat againe the tommaunde 
mentes of God. The eyghtene chapter. 

Howe kyng Ozeas was taken by king 
Salmanaſer,and dyedin pziſon. The. xix 
chapter, ks : | 

Howe Senacheryb kynge of Fſſyzie 
was ſlayne.The twenty chapter, 

Howe kyng Sedechyas foz falſe foꝛ - 
ſwearing was made blinde, andſlayne in 
pꝛyſon:with a Lenuoy, The.xrxi.chapter 

E owe bynge Iſtiages laboured to dil⸗ 
heryte Cyʒus, but God woulde nat luffre 
him in his malyce to pꝛeuaple:with a LE 
uoy. The iwo and twenty chapter. 

Yowe Candalus kinge of Lyde was 
made cockold. The thze and twenty cha p. 

Pow all thyng that king Pydas tou- 
ched was tourned to golde, and pet at the 
laſt he dyed in myſery and w2etchedneſſe, 
The four and twenty chapter. 

Of Balthazar kynge of Babylone, and 
howe Daniell expowned Mane, Techell, 
Phares. The fiue and twenty chapter, 

Bow Creſus aud Balthaſar were ves 
quiched by Cyꝛus and how the ſon of Cre 
ſus was llayne at the huntyng of a — 

00 


booze. The.rxvi.chapter, 
owe the craeil tyzaunt Cirus dely- 
ted euer in laughter and Geding of blode, 


and ſo ended: With a Lenuoy. The.rrvii, 


chapiter. 

Howe Amiltus fo2 conetiſe ſlewe hys 
bꝛother, and how Kemus and Komulus 
were noꝛyched by a ſhe Volke. The eighte 
and twenty chapiter, 

Powe Mecius kynge of Ilbanops, fo: 
bycauſe he was falſe of his othe and pꝛo⸗ 
myſe, was dꝛawen all in pieces. The nine 
and twenty chapiter. 

Howe all Pzynces choulde be true of 
theyz othes and pꝛompſe, in auopding all 
doubleneſſe and Diſcepcion. The. xxx. cha, 

Ol kinge Yoſtilius the fyꝛſt that ware 
purple coloure, was conſumed with fyzit 
leupn: with a Lenuop. The.rxri:chapter, 


C Thus endeth the table with the Chap- 
ters of the ſecond boke. and here fo- 
loweth the table of the third boke, 

which contapneth.xx vu. 
Chapters. 


be Pꝛologue of the tranſlatour. 


The fyꝛſte chapiter of the thyzde 
boke treteth:how Andalus doc⸗ 


N 8 tour of àAuronomy cheweththat 
pꝛinces (youlbe nat atwite their conſtella⸗ 
tion noꝛ foʒtune, of their vnhappp falling, 
but their owne demerites and vicious Ip⸗ 
upag. Loke leate.ix v. 

A diſputacion bytwene Foztune and 
gladde pouerte. Loke leate.1irv. | 

Lowe kyag Hoſtilius foz wozchppping 
of falle goddes,was conſumed wyth tyzie 
leuyn. T he fyꝛſt chapter, 

Howe Anchus kynge of Rome was 
murdꝛed by Lucinpo, by the aſſente of hys 
wyfe. The.ii.chapter, 

Howe Lucinio that murdzed Anchus 
was after murdzed him ſelfe: with a Len- 
uoy. The thyꝛde thapiter. 

Howe alter the offence doone to Lucre⸗ 
te by Tarquin , there was neuer kynge 
crowned in Nome. The fourth chapter. 

The grenous complayut of Lucrece 
foz her oppꝛeſſyon. The tyfthchapter . * 

" Acomplapnt of Bochas vpon Luxurie 
of Pꝛintes, as by enlample of manpe dy⸗ 
ners miſchaunces declareth: with a Len⸗ 
uo. Loke leale.ixxi. iis 


. How Cambyles,aſſentyng to the mur- 


The Table; 


dze of his bzother Mergus, at $1alt Netwe 
hun ſeit:and how Oꝛopaſtes ocrupied the 
crowne of Perce by vniuſt tytell, and how 
he was llaine.The lixte chapiter. 

Howe Dary obtaynyng the kingdome 
of Perce by leyghte, ended with ame; 
(The ſeuenth chapter, 

How Cozolyan was by Romaynes exi⸗ 
led, and of the warre he made agaynſte 
them, and howe whan he beſieged theym 
they lente oute his mother and his wyfe., 
wyth other totreate foz a peace, whiche 
they optapned:and howe he was after ex⸗ 
iled agayne and ſlaine. The. viii. chapter. 

Howe Welciades Duke of Athenes, 
with a \mal nombze venquiched ſire hun- 
dꝛed thouſand Percicns, and after by hys 
commens (that aye of cuſtome deſireth 
chaunge of Pzinces)was chaynedin pꝛy⸗ 
(on,and (o dyed: With a Lenuoy. The.irz 
chapter. 

Howe Xerxles kynge ok Perce, foz hys 
tauin and couetyſe was dyſmembzed in 
(mal pieces:with a Lenuoy. The.r. chap. 

How Artabanus murdzed kyng Xerr- 
les, and ho we he was after murdzed him 
lelfe. The leuenth chapter, 

Ok duke Palantes, and the Sparte- 


noies that warred on them of Meſſene foꝛ 


— ok theyz maydens . The twelkth 
apter. 

Howe Celon Muincius out of Rome 
was exyled.and howt Graccus Cloelly⸗ 
us pzinceok Equoyes was take pzyſoner, 
The.riti.chapter. | 

Bochas reherleth the tyzanny of Ippy- 
us and fallneſſe of 'Judges:With a Len⸗ 


uop. The kourtene chapter. 


Bochas againe the vntruthe of Jud- 
ges.Loke the lea fe. lxxxi. a 
An exclamacion of Bochas agaynſte 
the extoꝛcion of the officers of Kome, The 
fyftene Chapter, 193 
Howe Alcibyades was exiled, and ak⸗ 
ter bzent in his bedde. The lixtene chapter 
Jn exclamacyon of John Bochas, bp⸗ 
on the deathe of Alcibiades: with a Lens 
uop. The ſeuentene chapter, 
Bothas waiteth agayne the delpres of 
woz1diy people. The. viii. chapter. 
Bochas ſpekynge againe ydelneſſe,re- 
herſeth howe ſome men haue plealute in 
one Science and ſome in another. Che. xix 


8 4. li Fowe 


Tye Table. 


Howe Malleus Duke of Cartage, 
fo: hys oppzeſſion and tyzanny was hew⸗ 
entopeces :; with a Lenuoy. The.xx.cha⸗ 

iter. 
— Howe the ſubſtaunce of the hooſte of 
Dymilcho duke of Cartage,as they went 
to conquere Cecile,dyed of the Peſtilence, 
and howe he was after ſlapyne him lelfe. 
(The.xxi.chapiter. 

Howe Heynon Duke of Cartage wag 
diſmembzed: with a Lenuoy, The two a 
twenty chapiter, 

The authour agaynſt couitous people 
Joke the leate.lxxx vii. 

Howe Euagozas kyng of Cypꝛe was 
by Irtaxerſes outrayed and put from his 
kyngdome, The.rrtit.cha. 

Howe Theon kinge of Egypte was by 
Artaxerſes dziuen frome hys kyngdome, 
andhowehe fledde in to Arabye. The 
foure and twenty chapiter. 

Howe Amintas of Macedone kynge, 
had by Erudice his wyke, Alyſandze. et 
dica, and Philyppe, who were after ſlaine 
The, xx v. Chapiter, 

Powe the pꝛoude tyꝛaunte haman wag 
hanged, and the Innocentes pzelerued, 
The. xxbi.chapitet 

C. Of the two bzethern,Artarerſcs and 


Cy2us, andhowe Artacerſes ſle we hys 
chyldꝛen and Concubynes,and howe they 
ended: with a Leuuop. The. xx bii.cha pit. 


Thus endeth the Table with the cha⸗ 
pi ers of the thyꝛde boke, and here 
lolo weth the table of the fourth 
boke whiche contaynety 
xx vi. chapiters, - 


The Table of the fourth boke, 


be pꝛologue of the tranſlatour. 
Lk] The fyzſte chapiter of the fourth 
| JJ j{H | voke declareth : howe Matcus 
| EAST) Panlius wioughte fox Nome 
towne, and howe at the laſte foz all yys 
labourehe was by the commons caſt in to 
(Tybze and ſo dzowned, 

Bow Bochas wiiteth in parte againſt 


ſuche as can nat becontente wyth ſaffy-' 
launce but vſurpe to high dignyties, with 


a Lenuoy. The ſeconde chapiter. 
Howe Nectanabus kynge ok Egypte, 


was by Xerrſes conſtrapned to lupe hys 
kpngdome, The third chap. 

Howe Pauſanias Dake of Laccdems, 
was exyled by them of Athenes. The. uli. 
chapiter. 

Howe Helparchus the tyzaunt.foz ex- 
tozcton and oppꝛeſſion, was flayne by the 
knyght Leonydes, The fyfth 
chapter, i 

Howe the vytious Dyonis kynge of 
Cycyle ſleme his bzetherne and kynrede, 
and howe he was exiled and died at myl⸗ 
chefe with a Lenuop. The 
lixt chapter. 

The authour againe pꝛeſumptuous 
people # p2tnces holding the (elfe as gods 
(The ſeuenth chapiter. 

Howe kynge Pollicrate foz exto2cion 
and tyꝛanny was hanged. tyll cuery ioynt 
fyl from other. The eight chapter ü 

Howe the tyzaunte Alexandze lewe 
his Philoſopher Caliſtenes with dyuers 
other, foz ſayinge trouth:with a Lenuoy, 
The nynth chapter, 

owe Alexander kynge of Py2othe, 
aduenturynge to paſſe the floude of Aches 
ronte, was ſlayne therin, by them that he 
truſted moſt, The tenth chap, 

Lowe Dary kynge of Perce and Me⸗ 
de, was outraped by Flexander kyngeof 
Matedon: with a Lenuop. The leuenth 
chapiter. 

A chapiter of Bochas, wherein he res 
membzeth the. batapltes and loſſes of re- 
almes of antiquite , with the fallynge of 
dyuers nobles, The.xit.chap., 

Yowe Eumenydes was twile outraied 
by àntigonus, aud at laſt dyed in pzyſon, 
With a Lenuoy, The.xiii.chapiter. 

Powe Queene Olimpiades, foꝛ che de 
lyted in byces,in wr and in venge⸗ 
aunce, dyed at miſchete: With a Lenuop. 
The four tene chapiter. ö 

Powe Agathocles of low byzthe bozne 
attaygned vato ropall dygnyte,and howe 
he ended in pouerte and wzetchedneſſe; 
With a Lenuoy. The fiftene chapiter, 

Howe Caſſander ſlewe the wyfe of X- 
lexander and Hercules her fonne , and 
howe Antipater ſlew hys mother, andof 
dyuers other murders. The lixtene cha⸗ 


Ok two pzekectes, Perdicag and A»: 
| mintas 


mintas.The.rvii.cha, 

How Didzocottug bozne of low degre, 
cheriſhed robbours a theues. The xbiii.ca. 

Howe Seleuchns the myghtpe pꝛynce 
was ſlayne by the great Tholome kyng of 
Egypte. The rix.chap. 

Howe the two long of Queene Arcynoe 
wer by their mothers traitourouſly ſlaine, 
and che exyled, with a Lenuop, Che. xx. 
Chapter. 

Howe Cersmius of Macedopne kynge 
that murdꝛed hys coſyns, was ſlaynein 
battaple by them of Fraunce.The xxi.cha. 

Dow the pzince Belgius was diſcofited 
and bꝛought tonought. The.xrii.chap, 

How duke B2ennus delytyng to robbe 
and ſteale milchiuoullpe ended: wyth a 
Lenuop. The xxui.chap. 

Howe Pyzrus kyng of Pyzothe lyſt not 
lyue in peace, but thzoughe pꝛyde and pꝛe⸗ 
lumpcion in warre, came to miſchaunce. 
Che xxiiii. Chapter. 

How the tyzaut Iriſtotimug by treche⸗ 
rous wozkynge, let aſyde the ryght lyne, 
and howe he was crowned kyng of Epiro- 
thes and after fla pne. The.rrv.chap, 

Powe Nueene Arcmoe foz her aduou- 
trye done wyth Demetrius huſbande cf 
Beronices, ended in ſozowe. The. xxbi.ca. 


C Thug endeth the table wyth the Chap- 
ters of the fourth boke, and here to- 
loweth the table of the fifth boke, 
_whiche conta yneth.xxxiii. 
Chapters. 


C The table of the fylth boke, 


RJ the kyꝛſt Chapiter of the fifth 
booke Bochas wzyteth agayuſt 


chem that delyte in beautye and 
lemelyneſſe, callynge to purpoſe 
howe a man bozne in Tuſcan , whiche ers 
celled in beautye and fayzenefſe:and foz he 
woulde nat geue occaſion to other to linne, 
diſfigured his viſage and bodye, with ma⸗ 
nye a greuous wounde and ſpotte, with a 
Lenuoy, 

- Howe the two bzetherne Seleuchus 
and Antiochus eche of them delirynge to 
excell ofher io at diſcoꝛde, and ſo ended in 
milthele. The ſeconde chap, 

Howe the noble Queene Laodomya 
was ſlaynein the Temple, and ol the ven- 


The Table. 


geafice that was take bpon hym that lle w 
her. The thyꝛde chapter. 

Howe Cleomenes kynge of Macedone 
was (layne with his wife and chyld2en, 
The fourth chapter, 

Df kynge Nero, Coznely and Danp⸗ 
bal. The fy Chapter, 

Ok the duke zantipas that was caſt in- 
to the (ea. The lixt chapter. 

Howe Marcus Regulus of his frewyll 
dyed foꝛ the common weale : wyth a Len- 
uo. The ſeuenth chapter. 

Howe Tholome kyng of Egypte called 
Philopater ſlewe hys father aud mother, 
and his wife, and how he ſpent his tyme in 
lecherye, and of his milcheuous ende. The 
eyght Chapter. 

Howe Bzithomarus and Uiridoma- 
rus dukes of Fraunce,after great battap⸗ 
les were by Romapn es ſlayne, The.ix.ca. 

Howe Dyphar the kynge of Rumedy 
was taken and how he died in pꝛiſon. The 
tenth Chapter. 

Howe Nabyn haupng no tytell of right 
but by tyzanny , toke onhym to bekyng of 
Macedone, and howe he was llayne.The 
eleuenth chapter. 

Bochas reherſeth the moztall warres 
that hathe been betwene the Romapnes 
and Aktricang. The. twelth cap. 

How king Perſeus was by the Romat- 
nes outrayed and after take, The.xiit.cap, 

Howe the people of Achaia wyth thepz 
cheke citie called Cozinthe, by Romaynes 
was diſtroyed, The fourtene chapter. 

Howe the great Intiochus vſyng riote 
and vicious liuynge , by Marcus Actilius 
was outrayed and dyed lodaynlpe, with a 
Lenuoy. The fiftene chapter. 

Howe Jeronimug kynge of Cyzacuſe 
was ſlaine,and how Scipio African that 
laboured foz the common weale of Romat- 
nes was eriled by them, and lo died. The 
lixtene chapter, | | 

Howe Scipio Ilyan lozde of Alpe, that 
laboured euer foz the common weale was 
at laſt murdꝛed. The ſeuentene chap, 

Howe duke Philopomenes was take, 
put in pziſon and after dzanke poyſon and 
lo died. The eyghtene chapter. 

Ok the thyꝛd Stcipion Naſica that euer 
wꝛought muche loꝛ the tommonty, with a 
Lenuoy. The. xix. chapter 

Howe duke Haniball after many victo⸗ 
. iiii. rious 
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rious dedes ſlewe hym ſelke with poplon: 
with a Lenuoy. The twenty chapter. 
Howe Pꝛuſias kynge of Bithinpe that 
bettayed Hanibal woulde haue dicherited 
hys ſonne and heyꝛe, went a beggynge in 


e, -Qrange landes. Che. xi. chapter. 


Howe Perles of Macedone kyng, that 
empoyſoned his bother was by Emilpus 


onto her:makynge betwene them ntanye 
great argumentes # reaſons of Foztuics 
chaunces.Leaf.cxxiiit. 

Ju ß firſt chapter of the ſyxt boke, Foz⸗ 
tune rehearſeth her condicions vnto Bo - 
chas, hewynge hym howe Ge hath many 
one enhaunled foz a tyme, and anone alter 
he hath them \odapnly ouerthꝛowen. 


| Howe Gayus Marius of lowe byzthe 
„ Howe Jinonyus a pzynce of Antioche, bozne,came tohieeſtate, which blent with 


/* /,-.,,/,,outrayed and dyed in pꝛyſon. The xxit. ca, 
V 2 / /delytynge in pyllage and robberye with o⸗ couetyſe,after many great batayls dyed at 
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ther vicious Iyuynge, fted in womans clo- 
thyng,after taken & ſlayne. The xxiit. cap. 

Howe Andziſcus of low byzth bozne,ha- 
uyng no tytle became kinge of Wacedone, 
was taken, a died in pꝛilon. The xxiiii.ca. 

Howe Aliſander Ballas kyngof Sur- 
ry fozertozcion , pꝛide, # vnkyndnes, dyed 
at miſchefe:with a Lenuoy. The xxb.chap. 

Bochas agayn(t the rebellions and ledi⸗ 
tions in Rome betwene Tribunes and the 
commons. The.rcvi.chapter, 

Howe the wyfe of Paſdzubal bzent her 
ſelfe and her childꝛen. The. xx vii.chapter. 

Of Machabeus Jonathas taken by the 
kyng of Surty. The xxbuii.ca. 

How Demetrius the leconde loſt at the 
laſt his head. The. xxix.cha. 

Howe zebenna kyng of Surry by intru⸗ 
lion entrynge had a miſcheuous endynge. 
The.xxr. Chapter. 


How Bitynctus kyng of Auergnopes, 
1” /bythe Romaynes was taken and died in 


pꝛilon. The. xxxi.chapter. 

Howe the tyzaunt Euergetes wedded 
quene Cleopatra , and howe he llewe her 
ſonne.exiledhys wyfe, a wedded her dou- 


ghter. The. xxxii.chapter. 


How Jugurtha by intruſion was king 
of Numidy,flew the ryghtfull heires, and 
howe he was after dꝛowned hym lelte: 
with a Lenuoy,The.rrxw.chap, 


Thus endeth the table with the chap- 
ters of the fifth boke, aud here folo⸗ 
weth the table of the ſyxt boke, 
which contapneth leuentene 
chapters, 


Ochas ſyttynge in his ſtudye all 
alone wzyteth a great pzoceſle, 

"TE Fr how Foztunelike a monftruoug 
== pmage hauyng an C. haͤdes, ap⸗ 
peared vnto him and lpake, and Bochas 


milchete. The leconde chap. 

Howe kynge Mithndate abode ſeuen 
pere in wylderneſſe, and had great tout⸗ 
mentes bothe on lea and land, by hys blode 
bꝛought to bttraunte , and howe he llewe 
hym lelfe with a ſwoꝛde: with a Lenuope. 

Howe Eucradites kyng of Sühie, was 
llayne by Demettius, and after hys car⸗ 
rayne caſt to houndes. The. iiii.chapter. 

Howe Herodes king of Parthoys war» 
red with the Romapus, whiche after hys 
ſonne and heyze was ſlayne, made his ba⸗ 
tarde ſonne kynge, that anone after llewe 
hys father. The fifth chapter. 

Howe Fimbzia a conſull of Rome ſlew 
hym \elfe, The lyxt chapter. f 

Ok Albinius that was llapne with to: 
neg. The ſeuenth chapter. 

Howe Adzian bozne of lowe degre fal⸗ 
ſlye vlurped to bekyng of Rome, whych w 
his churies was after bent. The epghte 
chapter. 

Howe Sinthonius king of Trace all 
coueited,all fozwent , and died in pouerte. 
The.ix.chapter, 

Bochas in baiefe ſentence maketh a dil⸗ 
cription of the kyngdome of Trace, and 
paſſeth ouer lyghtlye vnto the accomplich⸗ 
ment of hys boke, The tenth chapter. 

Howe after manye great conqueſtes of 
duke Pompey,there beganne great warte 
betwene hym and Julius, and how there 
were the hundꝛed thouſande ſlayne , and 
at the laſte the head of Pompey (mpyt ok: 
with a Lenuoy, The.rt.chapter, | 

Howe the noble Julius Ceſar bzent 
the veſſel of Tholome, lloughe Achpllas, 
that wouldehaue murdzed hym, and after 
hys great victozyes , he hym (elfe was 
ſlayne wyth bodkyns by Bꝛutus Caſſius. 
The twelfth chapter. N 

Howe ß laſt Scipion coſulereof Rome, 
foz he woulde not lyue in ſeruage of — 
| {1 


lius, roue hym ſelfe to the hearte : wyth a 
Lenuope. The thirtene chapter, 

How Octautan ſucceded next, and how 
the murdzers of Julius dyed at miſchefe, 
The fourtene chapter. 

Howe Tullius was two tymes exiled 


tene chapter. 
A chapter agapne tanglers and diffa- 
mers of tethoꝛie. The lixtene chap, 
Howe Sextus warred agapue Tri⸗ 
umuir, and of the death of great Anthony 
and Cleopatras, The ſeuententh chap, 


Thus endeth the table wyth the Chap- 
ters of the ſyxte boke. and here folo⸗ 
weth the table of the leuenth 
boke, which tontapneth ri. 


chapters. 


V Antony ſonne & heire to the great 
Antooy, and of Celatius, Julia, A- 
A  grippa,Caſſiug,and Galbus. The 
fy2lt chapter. ; 

Bow the tyzaunt Berodes ſlew his wyke 
and childzen and afterwarde hym ſelfe di⸗ 
cd at michefe:with a Lenuoy; The it.chap. 

Of Intipas exiled by Octauian,and of 
Archelaus lonne of Herodes te leconde, 
The thyꝛde Chapter. * 

Ok the fir ite betwene Calligula, Tibe⸗ 
rius and Meſſalpne. The thirbe chap, 

Ok the moſte vicious and cruell tpzant 
Neto that llew Peter and Paule, and laſt 
of all hym lelfe: with a Lenuoy. The fytth 
Chapter. 

How Eleazarus a Jewe bozne, foz ex⸗ 
fozcion and robber was bzought into pꝛi⸗ 
(on and there ended, The ly xc cuapt. 

Howe the heade of Galba was ſmitten 
of, fylled full of golde, and offred at the le⸗ 
pulture of Nero. The ſeuenth chapter. 

How Occho and Uitellws foꝛ glotonp, 
lechery,ribaudp,and tyzannye, ended mil⸗ 
theuouſly. The eyght chapter. 

Bochas complayneth agarne the foule 
byte of glotony. The nynth chap. 

I chapter diſcriupng the ge iden wozlde, 
that is to ſape, whan temperaunce had the 
gouernaunce: with a Lenuop. The r.chap, 

Bow the kinred of Jacob was diſtroted, 


Chzilt boꝛne ⁊ crucified, Jetuſalt diſtrop- 
ed:and xi. hundzed. M. flayne by ſwozde, 
hungre, ze, à peſtilence. The xi. chapter. 
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and at laſt laine by Pompiliug , The fyf- 


The Table; 


Thug endeth the table with the thap⸗ 
ters of p ſeuenth boke,and here fo- 
loweth the table of the cyghre 
boke, whiche contayneth 
rxvii.chapters. 


The table of the epght boke, 


T*. Pꝛologne of the tranſlatour, 

The firlt chapter of the epght boke 
=.  expoundeth howe the pꝛoude tyzeunt 
Domician emperour of Rome, and manpe 
other emperours #nobles foz their great 
outrage and wzetchedneſſe ended milche⸗ 
uoullye 


pe. 

Howe Gallpen ſonne of Malerian was 
llayne. The ſeconde chapter. 

How Quintutus was murdꝛed by wos 
men. Che thy de chapter. 


Ok Fureltan in Demnarke bone. The 


fourth chapter. | 

Howe Pꝛobus diſcomfited the Komay- 
nes, and after was ſlayne. The fyfth chap. 

Howe Clarus and hys two (onnes were 
milcyeued, The ſyxt chapter, 

How the noble Queene zenobia fought 
with Aurelian , and howe ſhe was take. 
The ſeuenth chapter. 

Howe Galerius oppꝛeſſed martyzs and 
ch:iſtes fayth , and of his milcheuous end. 
The eygbt chapter. 

How Marence the emperour enempe to 
Chziftcs fayth,ended milcheuouſiye . The 
nynth chapter. | 

How Luciniug enemy to Chaiſtes faith 
was ſlayne, The tenth chapter, 

Of Conſtantine and Criſpug, and how 
Dalmacius was ſlayne. The eleuenth ca. 

Ot the bzethzen Confſtaunce and Cons 
ſtancius and how Magnencius # Decius 
murdꝛed them lelues. The twelfth chapter 

Fowe Conſtantine baptiſed by Dilue- 
ſter, was cured of his lepꝛy. The xiti.chap. 

Howe Julian Fpoſtata enemy to Chzi⸗ 
ſtes fayth, by falſe illuſion was choſen cm - 
peroure and after (layne . The fourtenth 
Chapter. | 

Howe the emperour Ualence (lewe ho⸗ 
lye hermnes, ed chꝛiſten bloude, diſt top - 
ed churches, and after was bꝛent hun lelte. 
The liftene chapter. 

Ok kyng Amalicius and howe Gracian 
and Theodoſy diſtroped temples of falſe 
goddes, and howe Gracian was 4 90 

Pp 


flyght, The ſyxtene chapter, 

A goody pꝛoceſſe howe Theodoſy with 
payer and (mall numbze gate the victozre 
of a great numbze. The ſeuentene r. 

How knightes and gentle men chaſe A⸗ 
lerike byng, and howe the commons chale 
Kadagaſſus which had a milcheupus end, 
(The eyghtene chapter. 

Howe Kuffyn chamberlayne with The- 
odoſy vlutped to be Emperour , & foz hys 
pꝛelumplion condempned by Yonoztug, 
and hys head (myt of. The xix.chapter. 

Howe Stillicon and other of lyke con- 
dicion ended miſcheuouſly. The xx.chap. 

A goodly pꝛoceſſe of þ aucthoz why Rome 
was deſtroyed, foz the lame oz like cauſe 
were diuers other realines diſtroped. The 

Howe the kynges Trabſtila and Buy 
ſurus wer bzought vn to ſubiection # made 
tributaries to Theodozike, The xtii.cha. 

Howe Philitheus loſte his kingdome, 
The fxtiit,Chapter, 

Howe Spmacke and Boes hys ſonne 
in law were banithed , and after iudged to 
Die. The .xxiiti. chapter, 

Of kynge Arthur and hys conqueſtes, 


and of the commodities of Englande, and 


how he was diſcepued by Hts colyn Moz⸗ 

D2eDe; with a Lenuoy, The rxb.chapter, 
An exclamacion of Bochas agapne fol[- 

kes 5ᷣ be vakinde to theyz kynred. Fo.xvit, 

Df Giliuill kyng of Uenandze @ of thze 
other kinges : and how they were diſtrop⸗ 
ed. The xxvi.chapter. 

Bowe Albuinus was murdzed by hys 
wife Rolamonde, and howe che foz her ab⸗ 
hominable dealynge and vicious lyfe wag 
flayne allo. The xxbii.chapte r. 


Thus endeth the table with the chap- 
ters of the eight boke,and here folo⸗ 
weth the table of the nynth boke, 
whyche contapneth. xxxbui. 
chapters. 


¶ The table of the nynth boke. 


Ie firſt chapter of the ninth boke che⸗ 

weth, howe the Emperour Mauri⸗ 
=-ciug his wyfe and his chyidzen were 
llapne at Calcidonp. 


Of Machomet the falſe pzophet , and 
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howe he beynge dzonke, was devoured as 


monge lwoyne. The leconde chapter. 
Howe Bzounchylde a quene of Fraunce 


fleweher kynne , and bzought thr lande in 


deuiſion , + after was hanged #hewen in 
ſmal peges : with a Lenuoy. Che iti.chap. 


Bochas maruepleth of the great malice 


and cruelte of gunchylde. Fol. xcbiti. 
Howe Eraclius the Einperour luſtap⸗ 
ned here{p,fyil into dzopſye and ſickeneſſe 
vncutable, and ſo died. Thefourth chapten. 
Howe Conſtantine the ſonne of Eracli⸗ 
us foꝛ ſuppoꝛtyng of errours and hereſies 
wag murdzed in a ſtewe by hys owue knt- 
ghtes. The fyfth chapter. 

Howe Glilulphus was ſlayne, and howe 
hys wife foz her vicious liuyng ended mil⸗ 
cheuouſly, The ſyxt chapter. 

Ok Juſtinian þ kale extozcioner, which 
was exiled by Patrictan., and after that 
his nole cut fro his head, and both his eyen 
put out. The ſeuenth chapter. | 

Howe Philip the emperour dyed at mil⸗ 
chefe.The eyght chapter. 

Howe Anaſtaſe was compelled to leaue 
the empire and lyue in pouerte. The ix.cap. 

How the head of Lupus kyng of Lom⸗ 
bardy was (nyt of by Grymbaldug , The 
tenth chapter, 

Howe thejead of Alexius was (myt of 
by Comper:on. The eleuenth chapter. - 
Hom Atiperton was dzowned with his 
rycheſſe. The twelfth chapter, 

- BoweDedyzeby pope Andzian a Char - 
les of Fraunce was put to flight and dyed 
at miſchefe. The. The. xiui.chapter. 

Of Pope John a woman, and howe che 
was put downe. The fourtenth Chapter. 

Bochas counlayleth pzynces toremems 
be on Arnolde. Fol.xxbi. 

Of Charles of Lozapne that was cons 
founded foz hungre. The fyftene Chapter. 

Howe kynge Salamon whilom kynge 
of Hungry was put to flyght, The.rvi.ca, 

How Petro kyngof Hungry was flaine; 
The xbii chapter. 

Howe Diogenes the emperour was ta- 
ken, and hys epen put out. Ths.rviii.chap» 

How Robert duke of Nozmandy fought 
with the turkes , and choulde haue had ths 
crowne of Jeruſalem, and how he dyed at 
ds pꝛince of Kages foz pꝛide, 
herye, died in pouerte, The 


Howe 


Bowe the Emperoure Andzonicus flewe 
all that were of the noble bloude, cheryſhed 
vicious people, and howe he was alter han⸗ 
ged: with a Lenuoy,The:xri.chapter. 

Df Jlactus made blynde, and take at 
miſchefe. The.xrit.chapter, . _. 

Of Heury the eldeſt (onne of Frederike 
the lecond, miſcheued by hys father, The. xxiii 
chapter, 

A commendacion of Bochas to ſuche as 
be —_ wo REIN TOO 

0 anfroye of Poile w 
The. xxiiii.chapter. | 

Howe Ences kinge of Sardiny dyed in 
pꝛyſon. The.xxv.chapter; 

Oka nother Frederike that was ſlaine by 
the tudgement ol his dꝛother. Che. xx bi.chap⸗ 
ter. | 

How Wanimettug and Yrgones dyed at 
milcheke. The. xrxvit.chapter. . - 

How Charles king of Jeruſalem and Ci⸗ 
cyle foz his auarice and aduoutrye dyed at 
miſchefe: with a Lenuoy. The.xxviti.chapter 

Ok Hugoline Erle of Pile ſlayne in pꝛilon 
The.xxix. Chapter. | 

Howe Pope Boniface the eyght was take 
by the lynage of Columpnes , and howe he 
eate his handes and died in pziſon, The thyz- 
ty chapter. | 
How the oꝛder ok templers was founded, 
and Jaques with other of the ozder bzente, 

The xxxi. Chapter. | 
Bochas commendeth Theodozus wyth 


— 


a— 
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other two Philoſophers koz their great pact- 
ente. The. xxxui. Chapter. | 
| os here commendeth humilite.Folli, 


Howe Philippe le Bele of Fraunce was 
llayne with a wilde Boze, and of his thee 
ſonnes and theyz wedding.The.xtxiii. chapt. 
Dow duke Gaulter of Flozence koz his ti⸗ 
ranny;lecherye, and touetyle, ended in mil⸗ 
chefe,The.xxxitii.chaprer. 3 
Ok Philipot Cathenoile bom ok low birth 
which came to high eſtate, and after how ſhe 
her ſonne and her doughter were bzent. The 
xxxv.chapter. | 
_ How kynge Sauſes was (layne by hys 
tolyn, which was bzother to the kinge of Ir» 
ragon./The.rrrvi.chapter. 3 
Howe Lewes kynge of Jeruſalem ind 
Cicyle was put downe. Che. xxxvii.cha cer. 
| ou _ e 
ner at Boy pzy ward,an 
bought into England: with a Lenuoy. Che 
xrxviti.chapter. | 
Bochas reherſeth howe Foztune hathe 
_ rn bygh eſtates vawarelye diſceny 
ol.xxxbitt, 5 
4 The woꝛdes of the tranſlatoure where- 
with he endeth hys boke. 


FP Thus endeth the table with the chapters 
of the ninth and laſt boke, and here 
after foloweth the pzologue 

of the tranllatour. 


2 he 


John Tydgate monke e of Burye, 
tranſlatoure of 
— + vpoagg 


E that ſumtime did his dilige te, (ſlate 
The boke of Bochas, in Frech to trà⸗ 
Out ot — was Laurfce: 
The tyme remembꝛed trueiy and the date 
2 John thzough his moztal fate 
— bought vnto this region, 
Chan he began firſt outhis trandation. 


In his Þ2ologue affirmyng of reaſon, . 
That artificers hauyng exerciſe, .- - -- 
Wap chaunge and turne by good diſcreſion 
Shapes and-fozmes, +newly them deuiſe: 
Make and vamake in many a ſundzy wile, 
As Potters whiche to that craft en tende 
B2eake and renue their veſſels to amende. 


Q hus men of craft may of due right 
That ben inuentife and haue experience, 
Fantalien in their in warde ſygyt 
Deuices newe thzqughtheir excellence. 
Expert maſters haue therto licenee 
Fro good to better, foʒ to chaunge a thinge: 
And n thele clarb0 in wzityng. 


Ching that was bas made eofguctozs the befogn 
They mayofnewe finde and fantaſy: 

Out of olde chaffe trye out fall fayzecoane, 
Wake it moe freche aud iuſip to the exe. 
Their ſubtile witte their labour apply, 
With their colours agreable of hue, 

To make olde thinges fog to ſeme newe, 


Afoze pzouideh that no pzetyinption 

n their chaunging haue none auer. 
ed 15 T ination, 
But — —4 dei beet pad whe: 


Conueped bs to their adusuntage, 
Truely unde 8. eee — 


mou Nr ern ral 


— 
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Jn whiche pꝛoteſſe lyke as J am learned, 
e in his tyme, of cunnyng did excel: 

In their language he was requrzed 
Okeſtates whiche gan him compell, 
(Among them holde of rethozike the well) 
To viderfong this labour: they him pzep 
Ind their requeſt lowly he did obey, 


Full well he felt the labour was notable, 


The fall ofnobles with every circumſtance 
From their lozdips dzeadful and vnſtable 
Howe thep fyll, to put in remembꝛaunce: 
Therin to che we Foztunes vartaunte, 
That other might as in a myzrour ſe, 

In wozidly wozſhip may no ſurety be, 


By example, as there is no Roſe 
SÞp2igyng in gardẽ but there be ſum thozne 
Nether fapzer bloſſom the nature1tCt diſpoſe 
The mai their beuty as me hath ſene tofoꝛn 
With bitter winds be fro the bꝛauches bozn 
Ne none ſo high in his eſtate contune 
Flefrothe wayting a daunger of Foztune, 


Wyerſoze Bochas foz a memoziall, 
Conſideryng the great dignities | 
Of wozidly prince s and their power ropall, 
Great emperours, cltates,and degrees, 
Hom Foatune hath caſt them fr their ſees, 
Namely ſuch as coulde them ſelf not know, 
Full ſodainly to make them lye full lowe. 


This the ſayd ancthour wiſe # ryght ſadde, 
Yath gadered out wyth Rethozpkes (wete, 
In diuers bokes, vohiche that he hath radde 
Ok philolophers and an olde Poete, 

And bulied him bothe in colde and heate 


Ke to compile and waite as he fonde 


be fall of nobles in many diuers londe. 


whole boke in his tranſlation, 

aled Laurence rehearceth in certaine: 

And holdeth this in his opinion, 

Suthe langua DAN AR eee pne 
d(as it is often (ene) 


mozy accep 
The ſtraunge termes which be not vnder- 


mely to folkes, f dwel vpõ the lãd. (dad 


He lapeth alſo that his entencion 
Is to amende, cozrect, and declare, 
Not 12 condemne of no pzeſumption, 
26k orepozt playnely, and not to ſpare 
** chouly, of the ſtozp bare 5 
ſtyle bziefe and re 


PPP 


Them to pꝛolonge when they den bertuous, 


Fo2 a ſtoꝛy bohiche is not plapnely tolde, 
But conſtrued bnder woꝛdes fewe, 

Foꝛ lacke of truth where they be new oꝛ old 
Men by repoꝛt can not the matter ew, 
Thele okes great be not downe phewe 
Fyꝛſte at a ſtroke, but by long pꝛoceſſe: 

He long ſtoꝛpes a woꝛde map not expꝛeſſe. 


Fo: whiche playnly thys noble tranſlatour 
Caſt of purpoſe theſe ſtozyes foz to w2yre, 
Ind foꝛ to do his diligent laboure + 

As they fyll tn oꝛder to endite, 

That men after myght them ſelfe delyte 
The aduentures ſo as they fyll in dede, 

Ok ſunday p2ynces to beholde and reade. 


And haue amaner contemplacion 

(That things al where foztune may attaine, 
Be tranſitozye of condicion: 

Foz che of kynde is haſty and ſodayne, 
Contrarious her courſe koꝛ to reſtrayne, 
Ok wilfulneſſe Ge is variable, (able. 
IDhe men moſt truſt, thẽ is ſhe moſt change- 


Ind foꝛ her chaunge, and foꝛ her doublenes 
This Bochas biddeth p men ould enclyne 
To let their hartes voyde of vnſtablenes, 
Upon thynges whyche that ben diupne, 
Where as iopye perpetually dothe ſchyne 
Wythout ecliplyng,in that heauenly (ce 
Voyde ofall clondeg of mutabilitpe. 


Jonny theſe Bochas w2iteth of (wetenes, 
Ind ok matters that luſty ben and glade, 
Ind ſometyme he wꝛpteth of w2etchednes, 
And how foztune can ftoure and after fade: 
Joye vnder cloude, pꝛoſperitie in the chade, 
Enterchangyng ok euerp maner thong 

Id Hupng. 


VDyich b men tele here, in this woz 


And in hys pꝛoceſſe who ſo lyſt beholde, 
Of all eſtates ofhygh and lowe degre, 
Fnd of pzynces bothe yong and ol 
Fro the beginning which in this wozldhane 
Lykyng in lope oz in aduerſitye, (be 
Fro the fy2> deſcended he adovne 

Ok they foztune by playne deſcription, 


Ok the moſt noble he ne ſpareth none, 
But ſetteth them in oꝛder cereouſilp: 
Begynneth at Ida, a endeth at bend g ohn. 
(They: auentures rehearſyng by and by, 


The Prologue 


And to his name moe encreaſe ofglozy 


To make table their dominations 


of this kyng Jou contludyng finally, 
Bow ß he was foz all his great puiflaunce, 
Of pꝛice Edward take p2yſoner in Frafice 


Thys ſapd Bochas aucthour of thys boke, 
Whiche of ſtoʒies had great inteiligence, 
Some he lekt and (ome allo he toke: 
Suche as he left was of no negligence, + 
Suppolyng anddempyng of credence, 
Al the ſtoꝛpes whpehe that commune be 
Other knowe them alſo as well as he. 


Aud len that folke would haue had diſdain 
Thynges comune fox to put in memozy, - 
Ther foꝛe Bochas thought it wer but vain; 


To remember no croimcle ne hiſtoꝛ ve, 
But tho that were fo2 their merite notable, 
Aucthoziled famoits and commendable, 


In his labour hauyng a delite 

That the matter greatly myght auaple, 
Do pleaſaunte to the commen pzofite | 
Ok noble ſtoꝛpes to make a rehearlall, 
Shewig a myꝛto how al þ woꝛld Gal fai 
And how Foꝛtune fo all their hyerenowne | « 
Hath vpon Pꝛynces iurildiction. 


Ehe whiche thyng in full ſober wyle 
Heconſidered in dis in warde intent: 
In his reaſon began to aduertyle, 
Seyng of Pꝛynces the blpnde entent, 
With wondip wozGyp how ß they be blem 
As they oulde ener their eſtates kepe, 
And as Foztune were ylayed to ſlepe, 


Ind as they had of Foztune the maiſtrp, 
Het enchaunted wyth their pocions + -— 
By lome newe craft ol ſozcerp, 

Oz by power of intantacions: 


a Sa 


LOpthy2on chapnes.fo2 tolalt longe, - | 
Lockedto rockes wyth adamantes ſtrong. 


Suppoſyng in their ſurquedy, — 
Their would be dura. 
B 
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The P2oloque. 


Chey not conceyue his long pacience, 
Neither peyle his power in their thought: 
But in their hartes if it were well ſought 
How he is meke,and pacient to abide, 
Chey would of reaſon their pompe lay aſide 


But foz their tariyng and their negligence, 
That they to him will not returne agayne, 
pet of his mercy and his benenolence 
Without vengeaunce, rigour, oz diſdayne 
Is a meke father.,in all his wozkes playne 
Iſfayeth his yarde of caſtigat ion, 

So foz to bꝛyng them to coꝛrection. 


Some he can full fatherly chaſtice 

Where he loueth, by punichynge of lickenes: 
And ok his mercy in many another wiſe, 
By aduerſitie of wozldely diſtres, 
Andhenot aſketh foz his kindenes 

Ok high ne lowe, who lo can aduert, 

None other treaſure but a mans hart. 


And as mine aucthour lift to compzehende, 
This John Bochas by great aucthozitie, 
Itis almeſſe to coꝛtett and amende 

The vpcious folke of euery comminaltie: 
And by examples whiche that notable be 
Of Pꝛynces olde that ſumtime did fall, 
Che lower people from their erroure call. 


By ſmall whelpes as (ume clarkes waite, 
Chaſtiled is the mighty fierce Lyon: 
And vohan ß (werd of vengeaunce doth bits 
Upon pꝛynces foz their tranſgreſſion, 

The common people in their opinion 

Foꝛ very dread, tremble, adowne, c quake, 
And by luche meanes their vyces fozlake, 


Aud ſuche alſo as haue ben defouled 

In their vyces by longe continuaunce, 
Onꝛ in their ſynnes lye ymouled, | 
By good exãples may cum good repentatice 
Who ſo repenteth the loꝛd will him auaſice, 
And him accept in lowe and high eſtate, - 
The meke pzeſerue,# punpche the obſttnate. 


This ſayd matter touchyng ſuch thinges, - 
Mine aucthoxz Bochas herafter chal dectare 
By exiple ofpxpnees and of mighiy kyngs, 
What was their fine, not the truth (pare, 
And though mp ſtyle naked de and bare 
In Rethouke, myne aucthour to enlue, 
Vet tro the truth chall J not eewe⸗ 85 


But on the ſubſtaunce by good leiler abyde, 


- Yow fo2 their ioye they fyl in great diftreffe 


Out of dar tdnge to auopde al rudenes; 
br, op enes 


After mine avetho2 lyke ag I may attaine; 
And fo: a part ſet eloquence afide, 

And in this boke bewepen and complayne 
The aſſault of Foꝛtune, froward a ſodapn: 
How che on pꝛintes hath kyd her vegeadice; 
And of her malice, the deadly moztal chatice 


But O, alas, who halbe my muſez 

Ot vnto whom all J fo helpe calle 
Calliope my tallyng wyll refufe, 

And on Pernaſo her woꝛthy ſuſters all: 
They will their \uger temper with no gall, 
Foz their lwetenes and luſty kreche lingyng 
Ful farre diſcoʒdeth fro matter cõplay ning. 


Is deade alas, chie fe dete of Bzytapne, 
That ſumtime made ful piteous tragedies, 
The fall of Pꝛyntes he did allo complapne, 
As he that was of makyng ſouerayne: 
Who al this lande of ryght onght pzefarre, 


Suh ok our langagehe was Þ tode ſtarre. 


Senet in Rome thzough his hye pzudence, 
YOzote Tragedies of great mozalitie: 
And Tullius chiefe well of eloquence, 
Made in his tyme many a freſh ditty: 
Fraunces Petrarcke of Flozence that citye 
Made a boke(as I canaduert) _ 

Of twoFoztuneswtrlkull and peruert. 


And agapnſt bothe wzote the remedies? 
In bokes twayne made a diuiſion, 

Among rehearſyng many freche ſtoꝛies. 
The firſt bote is thus conueyed doun: 

A dialoge betwene gladnes and reaſon; 
The ſecond by me well to witnes, _ 
Made betwene reafon # wozldty heauineg; 


Q be matter is wonders delectable, 
Thoughwo tith ioye haue anentreſſe: 
And John Bochas wzot maters lametabls 
The fall of pꝛinces where he dothe expzeſſe, 


All theſe voꝛiters thzongh their hye renown 
Gzoat wozhyp did but their nation. 


And lemblably as A haue tolde tofozne, 
Ip matſey Chaucer did hs b nes: 
And in his daies hath him ſo well bone, 


Ind to tefozitie eee es. 
LVberfope let vs geue him laude and glozy, 
And put * a 


My maſter Chaucer w his frech coömedies 


Of whoſe labour te make mencion, 

Dhete of tight he oulde coininended be, 
In pouthe he made a tranſlation 

Ot a boke whic e called is Trophe 

In Lumbard tonge,as men map read # ſe: 
And in our vulgare long oz that he dyed, 
Gaueit to name of Troplus # Creleyde, 


Wyiche foz to reade louers them delite, 
Tyey haue thetin ſo great deuocton: 

And this Poete allo him ſelte to quite, 

Of Boetius boke the conſolation 

Made in his tyme aa olde tranſ(iation: 
And to his ſonne that called was Lowys 
He made a treatiſe ful noble # ot great pꝛiſe. 


Upon that labour in full notable forme, 
Set them in oꝛder with their diuiſions, 
Mens wit tes to accomplyſhe and confozme 
To vaderſtande by full expert reaſons, 

By domifiyng of ſundzy mancions: 

The roteout ſought at the aſcendent, 

To fozne ozhe gaue any iudgement. 


He wꝛote alſo full many a day agone, 
Dant in Englich, him ſelfe ſo doth expꝛeſle: 
The piteous ſtoꝛy of Ceix and Alcion: 

And the death alſo of Blaunche the duches: 
And notably did his buſineſſe 

By great auiſe his wittes to diſpoſe, 

To ttanſlate the Romapnt of the Role. 


Thus in vertue he let all his entent, 
I dlenes and vyces foz to fle: 

Of fowles alſo he wzote the parliament, 
Tgerin remembꝛzing of ropall Eagles thze, 
Howe in their choyle they felt aduerſitye, 
To foꝛe nature pzofered the battayle. 

Eche foꝛ his partye if it woulde auaple. 


He did alſo his diligente and payne 

In our vulgare to tranſlate, and endite 
On gene vpon the Waudelayn; _ 

And ok the Lyona bokehe did wꝛite. 

Ok Annelida and of falſe Ircite, 

He made a complaynt dolefull and piteoug, 
Aud of the bzoche which that Uulcanus 


It Thebes wꝛought, full diuers of nature. 
Ouide wꝛiteth:woho lo therofhad a ſyght, 
For high deſire he Ghoulde not endure | 
But he it had,neuer be glad ne light: 
Ind it he had it once in his mpght, _ 
Like as my maſter ſarth # wyiteth in dede, 


The Pꝛologue 


He enter woulde the ſchole of Tullius, 


It to tonſerue he Goulde euer line in dꝛed 


This poet wo ꝛote at the requeſt of the quene 
A legende of perkite holines, 

Of good women to fynde out nyntene, 
Tyat did excell in bountie and fapꝛeneſſe: 
But foz his labour and his buſineſſe 
Was impoꝛtable his wyttes to encomber, 
In all this wozld to finde {o great a nũber 


e made the boke of Caunterbury tales 
hen the pylgryms rode on pilgrymage, 
Thzough out Kent by hylles and by vales, 
And the ſtozies all tolde in their paſſage, 
Endityng them full well in our language: 
Some of knyghthode,# ſome of gentlenes, 
And ſome of loue, and ſome of per kite nes, 


Ind ſome alſo of great moztalitie, 

Some of dilpozt, cocludyng great ſentence: 
In pꝛole he wꝛote the tale of Mellebe, 
Ind of his wife, that called was Pzudence: 
Ind of Gtilildes perfite pacience: 

Ind howe the monke of ſtoꝛies new # olde 
Pyteousg tragedies by the way tolde, 


This ſapd Pocte my maſter in his dapes, 
Made and compiled many a freibe dittie, 
Complapnts.,ballades, roũdels, vyzelapes 
Full delectable to heare and to ſe: 

Foz whiche men Gould of ryght and equitie 
Syth he in englych in making was the beſt 
Pꝛap vnto god, to geue his ſoule good ref}, 


Ind thele Poetes that J make of mencion, 
Wer e by olde ty. ne had in great deyntye: 
With kynges and pꝛintes in euery regyon 
Greatly pꝛekerred, aſter their degre. 

Fo: loꝛdes had picaſaunce foz to ſe, 

To ſtudy among. and caſt their lokes 

At good leaſute vpon wyle bokes. 


5 02 in the tyme ef Ceſar Julius, | 
hen the triumphe he wan in Rome tovone 


Ind heare his lecture of great affection: 

Ind notwichQading his caqueſt # tenowut 
Unto bokes he gaue great attendaunce, - 
Aud in ſozies-had great lope c pleaſaunce. 


Tlſo in this lande I date affyzme a thinge: 
There is a pꝛynce full mightpofpuifſaunce 
A kyages-fonue,and uncle ta the kynge 
Heury the ly xt whiche now is in F _—_— 


And is lieutenaunt, æ hath the gouernaunce 
Ok our Bꝛptapne, thꝛough whoſe diſcrecion 
He hath conſerued vs in this region: 


Duryng his time of full high pꝛudente 
Peate and quiet han ſuſteined ryght: 
That not withſtãdyng his noble pꝛouidẽte, 
He is in dede pꝛoued a good knyght, 

Eyed as Argus with reaſon and fozſight, 
Ok high lecture: dare of him tell, 

And truely deme that he dothe excell 


In vnderſtandyng, all other of his age. 
And hath toye with clarkes to commune, 
And no man is moꝛe expert in langage, 
Stable in ſtudy, alway he dothe contune, 
Settyng alide all chaunces of foztune: 
And where he lonety(if J Gall not tary) 
withouten caule, kuli lothe he is to vary. 


Duke of Gloceſter men this pꝛynte call. 
Ind not withſtadyng his cſtate & dignitie, 
His courage neuer dothe appall 

To ſtudy in bokes of antiquitie: 

Therin he hath lo great felicitie, 


Uertuouſip him ſeife to occupye, - = 


Of vycious ſlouthe, he hath the maiſtry, 


And with his pꝛudente and his manhede 
Truthe to ſuſtepne, he fauour letteth alide: 
And holy churche mainteynyng in dede, 
That in this lande no herityke dare abide. 
A very ſuppoꝛt, vpholde, and alſo gyde: 
Spareth none. but maketh him ſelfe ſtronge 
Co punich all tho that do the church wzoug. 


Thus is he manly and alſo wile, 
Choſen ot God to be his owne knyght, 


And ok one thinge, he hath a ſinguler pziſe, 


That heritike dare none come in his light: 
JnChaiſtes faith he ſtãdeth ſo hole vpright 
Okholy churche defence and champion, 
To chaſtice all tho that do therto treaſon, 


And to do plealaunce to our Lo2de Jeſu, 
He ſtudieth euer to haue intelligence. 
Readyng of bokes, bꝛingeth in vertue, 
Upces excludyng, w ſlouth and negligence, 
Maketh a Pꝛince to haue experience 

To knowe him ſelfe in many loundzy wile, 
Where he treſpaceth his erroure to chaſtice. 


Ind among bokes,playnely this is the caſe, 
This ſayed pzynceconſidered of reaſon 


The pꝛologue. 
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The noble boke of this John Bochas 

Was accozdpyng in hys opinion 

Df great nobleſſe andreputacion: 

Ind vnto punces greatly neceſſary U 
To geue eraple how this wozlde doth vary. 


And kfoꝛ theſe cauſes as in his entcnt 
To ſhew the vntruſt of all wozidiy thinge, 
He gaue to me in commaundement 

(As him ſemed it was ryght well ſittyng) 
That J Qoulde after my (mall cunnyng 
This boketranſlate,him to do pleaſaunce: 
Tothew the chaung of woꝛldly variaunce, 


And with ſuppoꝛt ok his magnificence, 
Under the wynges ok his coꝛrection, 
Though that J lacke of eloquence, 

IJ hall pꝛocede in this tranſlation; 

Fro me auopdyng all pzeſumption, 

Lowly (ubmittyng euery houre and ſpace, 
My rude language to my lo2des grace. 


And as J haue one thing well in minde, 
He bade J ſhoulde in eſpeciall 

Folow myne aucthour, wꝛitten as I fynde 
And foz no fauoure be not parciall. 

Thus J meane, to ſpeake in generall: 

And none eſtate (ingulerly depꝛaue, 

But the lentence ol mine aucthour laue. 


All this conceiued. J gan my ſtyle dreſſe, 
Thought J would in my matter pꝛocede: 
And foz the matter obꝛeped heauineſſe, 
Ol kreche colours J toke no maner hede. 
But mp pꝛoteſſe playnelp foz to lede: 
As me lemed it was to me moſt mete, 

To let apart Rethozykes (wete, 


Ditties of mournyng and complaynyng 
Do not pettayne vnto Caliope, 

Neither to the mules that on Pernaſoſyng, 
Whiche be remẽ bꝛed in numbers thziſe thze: 
Ind vato matters of aduerſitie 

With their ſugred aureat lycoure, 

They be not willyng to do fauoure, 


But of diſdayne me ſettyng farre a backe, 
Co hinder me of that J wouldeendite, 


To the tragedies whiche J Gall wꝛite: 

And foz J can my ſelfe no better aqupte, 

Under the luppoꝛt of all that Gall it reads 

Upon Bochas 12 J will pzocede; 
nis. 


I. iii. 


Hauyng no colours but only whyte & blake 
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The kyiſt bon - Leaf... 


CHovye Adam and Euc for their Ino- 


bediente were put out ofÞParadiſe , andlined in ſoz0owe and wo, 
they and their ofſpzinge: And howe they ſandynge naked befoze Bo⸗ 
chags,deſired hym to put their wolull fall ſyzſte in remem- 


=, x. 
iter, 


Zhan John Bocas Their febleneſſe by ſignes out Gewing: 
Han Jopn #lought And one o them fir ſi at his commyng, 
74 ©] The wo ful fal of migh- Our father Adam fodenly abzayde, 
„te conquerours, Aud to mynt auctour euen thus he (aide: 


Iremembzance entred Colyn Bochas J wol well 
A Min bis thought, IAD 
— — 
mY + | » Des turning as ab 
pzogenitours from their eſtate cial, 
lyttyng 02 we a ſondze twyn, 
the pzocelfe to begyn. 
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There to haue lyued in parfite ſtableneſſe:” 
Till the Serpent dyd his bulinelle, 

Ol lalſe enuy,to make vs lele our grace, 
Þ crpetually to exyle vs fro that plate. 


And whã JhonBochas naked the behelde, 
Without the hand, fourmed of nature, 
Ofllime of the erth in Damaſcene the felde 
God made them aboue eche creature, 

And fo2 they hould perpetually endure, 
By diſcrecion foz a pzerogatife, 

He endued them wyth a ſoule of lpfe. 


Parfite of - as men of. rrx.yere: 
Put them after in poſſeſſion 

Ok Paradiſe,a place moſt entere, 

And of delites a choſen manſion: 

Where Adam made an impoſion 

To fyſch and to foule, and to theſe beaſtes al, 
Ok very reaſon what men Gould them call, 


Out of a rybbe whyle that Adam dyd flepe, 
Eue was dꝛawe ful fapze of her viſage, 

Al ſodenlp, o2 that he toke kepe: 

After tohym iopned in martage 

Fo: his diſpozt,and his auantage, 

So as the iozde firſt wyues dyd oꝛdeyne 
Eyther foz helpe,oz encreale of peyne. 


God vnto them gaue the ſoueratntie 

Of Paradpfe, and dominacion, 

I place fulfilled of all felicitye, 

The frutes be all in their ſubiection, 
Saue that of one was made excepcion: 
WVyyche god fozbad(the Byble can deuyſe) 
That the Gould it touche in no wyle. 


All delices in that beuenly place 


God gaue to thein,and put in their kepyng, - 


To vie them euery houre and ſpace :/- 
To theyz moſt caſe,as was to them Iyking: 
Blomes, bloſſomes thepz faymes ay keping 
Ind the frutes alwape of one frechnelle, 
Foz witer tozmes myghtdoth6ad durelle, 


The lople enbzouded full ofſomer floures, 
There'wedes wycke had none intecefſes : 
Foz god x kynde'wyth'f#cſhucife of colours 
And their tapites à moties of eſſe, 
Had made? place habudant w atſmetoew, 
Ind frech Floza whych is of floures quene, 


Her lyuerey made ofa perpetual 


S081 e 30 ERGHONT 


The trees raughtalmoſtto the hauen, 


The ſirſt boke 


; Okt al pieaſau 
Chat it wou 


. — 
N euer? | | * 
Wers foiden growpugin garde 


Whyche caſt about a ful pleaſaunt Sade, 
That ſtozme, ne rayne,thidze,wynde,ne le 
No power had their leues foꝛ to fade:cuine, 
Foz euer they were ylyke freſhe and glade: 
Ind whan they lyſt they might ſe 

In middes of ß garden of life p holeſame tre 


XOhyche vertue had ayenſt all malady, 
Folke to pꝛeſerue in youth in their frechnes: 
Who eate thereof ſhould neuer dye, 

But lyue euer tn (oy and gladnes: 

And neyther fele trouble noꝛ ſickeneſſe, 

But in that place haue alwape hertes eaſe, 
Ind ſuffiſaunce of all Þ myght them pleaſe. 


Euer endure andneuer fal in age: 

Foz whyche it was called the tre of [yfe, 
But whan Jdam was fallen in dotage, 
Ind apenſt god began to holde trpfe, 
Thꝛouh excitynge of her that was his wyke, 
Ind wylfully yaue her to aſſent 

To bzeke the pzecepte a the coinaundement 


Of god the loꝛd, though wplful negligence 
To appꝛoche the tre that bare the name 
The tre of connyng and alſo of ſcience: 

Fot of the frute who that dyd attame 

He ſothly hould(the Byble ſayth the lame) 
Ok good x euyll haue cõnyng in his thought, 
wher as tofoʒne of euyl he knew right noght 


Thus had they firſt of eupll, experience: 
Which as tofoꝛne they knew no wickedneg, 
P2eſumpcion and inobedience 

B2ought the out of iope into wzetchedneſs, 
Fo2 afoze time( mine authoꝛ bereth witnes) 
Helth a goodnes were called very lyfe, 
Euyl named ſicknes, firſt rote of our ſtrife, 


In Paradyſe myne auctour lapth certeyne, 
he ryuers were ſo Oztent and ſo fyne, 
Lyhke quicliluer boylyng bp they plepen: 
And in their ronnyng very chzyſtallyne: 
YOhych from a wel heauenly and deuyne 
In their vpſpzyngyng a aueplpng downe, 
nee gaue ſo lwete alowne 


de rauych a mans eqzage, 
Whole baump colour ende wed al the place: 
And u the freſbnes « cours ofhys paſſage, 
The holeſome ayꝛe hertes dydembzace: 


that 


in loft, 
Ind 
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And there was a delectable ſoun 

Of ſonge of bꝛydes in their ermony: 

Che aire was clene from all coꝛtupcion, 
Fox therin ingendꝛed was no malady, 
There was all mirth,there was al melody, 
Of iop and blyſſe ſouerayne ſuffiſaunce, 
With al that may to hertes do pleaſaunce, 


Ind ofclerkes lyke as it is tolde, 

In their bokes as they determine, 

Thoe in his ſphere the ſunne manifolde, 
Was of moze vertue d moze clere dyd chyne 
Than it doth nowe in his mighty lyne. 
The mone whyter with her beames clere, 
Ind cuery ſterre bzyghter dyd appere. 


Euery thynge was theremoze bertuous 
Than they be nowe, who can behold and ſe, 
Foz inÞ place there was nothing nopous, 
But perfit gladnes knit vntoſurete, 
Perpetuell peace toy and pzoſperite: 

And in that bliſſe to make moze lrong, 

To their comfozt god ſpake to them among 


Ok his goodneſſe he bare them companye: 
Shewed vnto them hys gracious pꝛelence, 
Angels alſo their ſtate to magnitye, 
Amonge,to ſerue them, dyd their dilygence, 
In duwers offices with humble reuerence: 
Ind nature wꝛought foz the nones 

Of ryall purpill and ryche ſtones, 


Tiſſues of gold and other oꝛnamentes 

Foz to enuiron their bodily beaute: 
Shaping to them ſuche maner garnimftes 
Is angels vſe in their ſelicite. 

Naked they were fapreſt on toſe, 

Foz whyle they ſtode in ſtate of innocence, 
They had ofclothynge none experience, 


Ind of their blyſſe to make mencion, 

Ind or their iopes that were celeſtiall, 
There map be made no compariſon 

Ok no ioy which is tempozal, 
Which Could haue be laſſing and immoꝛtal 
Euer to haue lpued in mirth and gladneſſe, 
Saue agepn reaſon of very wilfulneſſe 


They baniched the ſelf out of that bliſſul lifz 
Whan Adam gaue credence to a ſnake, 
Ind wꝛetche diy gan traſt on his wife, 
Whiche gan the apple ok the ſerpent take, 
Ind pleſantly did a pꝛeſent make _ 
Unto Adam, as ſhe that fyʒſt began 


The kyꝛſt boke. 


Leaf. ii. 
Deth to deupſe, and poyſon buto man. 


But as theit iop was incomparable, 
Greatteſt their loꝛdchip of all erthiy thinge, 
So their fall was to them impoꝛtable. 
Foz he that was all other ſurmountyng, 

n Paradiſe reignynge as a kinge, 

as it not a dedelye moꝛtall payne, 
Fro thilke place to haue a fall ſodayne: 


Foz thilke ſoꝛow ſurmounteth al ſozowe 
Which next foloweth felictte: 

No wo moꝛe greuous at euen ne at mozow, 
As is in dede ſodeyne aduerſite, 

Which commeth vnwarelp after p2oſperite , 
Nenothinge may moze hertes dilauaunce, 
Than of old toy newe remembzaunce, 


Taketh enſample of Idam and of Eue, 
MWaketh ofthein a myꝛroure in your mynd, 
Whether of reaſon it dyd thẽ greatly greue 
Foz to be put,alas,ſo ferre behynde: 

Out of that blyſſe they and all their kynde, 
Chaungyng the ſtate of immoꝛtalite 

And became lubget to deth and pouerte, 


Their (odeyn change a vnware milchefe, 
Ind their vnhappy tranſmutacion 

It was to them full vntouth and vnleke 
Foz to depart fro thilke manlion, 

That was ſo ful of delectacion: 

Fro ſuch delites ſodenly to go 

Into this woꝛlde whych is lo ful of wo. 


Thete is delite, and here ſoꝛowe and care, 
There is iop, and here is heuineſſe, 

There is plenty, and here is eupll fare, 
{There is hel th, and here is great ſickenes: 
Here ttoble ay meged with vnſure gladnes, 
There is ay blyſſe and eternall glozy, 

And her e is mirth,but falſe and tranſitozy. 


Alas, howe they were blinded in their light 
Thzough vaynglozy and falſe ambicion. 
They went wzonge they loked not a ryght: 
Falſe couetyſe was theyz confucion, 
Dy they loſt the dominacion 

Of Paradile, and was both pooꝛze & thzall, 
Their fredome loſt and became moꝛtal. 


Unto god they wold haue be ſemblable, 
Lyphke bnto hym good and puell to know: 
Ind in their truſt foz they were not ſtable, 
Fr their eſtate they were bzought ful _, 


The ſirſt boke 


End thus the lede was fyꝛſt ylowe, 
Tye rote planted of dilobeplaũce, (chaũtce. 
Which bꝛought our linage to ſoꝛowe 4 mil⸗ 


Thus tame in fy2lt thꝛough tnobedience, 
As by a gate, pouertpe and nede: 

And at their backe foloweth indigence , 
Soꝛowe, licknes, maladp, and dꝛede, 
Exile, vanychynge, and ſeruitude in dede: 
Wyrch cauſed man longe to contune 
Under the loꝛdchyp and daũger of foztune, 


Thus came in allo malaÞdy,and deth, 

To diſpoyle Mankyude of hys beautpe: 
Long lyckeneſſe, and peſtilence that flethe 
By loden ſtroke, whych Þ no man may fle. 
Foꝛ vnto Adam and hys poſteritie 

Deth was annexed by lucceſſpon, 

Fo: hys olfente, and ſo conueped doun 


Foꝛ man to man in euery maner age. 

Fo2 who lo liſt znow, ſin bꝛought in chame, 
Man to be feble and faynt in hys paſſage, 
Ind by pꝛoceſle to were halte and lame: 
Unto Adam thys was an vncouth game, 
To be conTrayned in lych apparaple 

In barepne erth to ſebe hys vitaple. 


In hungre and thurſt here he had hys lyke, 


Wyth lwete and labour and tribulacions: 
Endured allo many a monal ſtyfe 

Ok hote and colde,ryght ſtronge paſſyons 
Ok elementes lodapne mutacions, 
Wpude, haple and rapne, fearful fallyng 
Jud vnware ſtrokes of thider a lyghtning. 


Thei ſtode Alſo in domage and in dꝛede 

Ol cruel beaſtes, Tygres, and lpons, 

Ind of wylde beres who lo taketh hede , 
Ind in great feare of theſe fel dꝛagons: 
Che aſſaut ofdzagons and of Scozptons. 
Foz thilke bealtes,that tofozne were milde, 
After their ſinnyng ful ragy were a wylde. 


And where thei ſtode firſt in ſikernes 

Of ioye and bliſſe, euer in one laſtinge: 
Out of their reſt thei fil in vnlureneſſe, 

In ſoꝛowe, a lighing,# dolours coplaining, 
Ind fro their iyen continually weping, 
The bitter teares day by day diſtil, 

Ju this deſert, foz wanting of their wil, 


vnd wheder were thei loꝛo wful oz faine, 
Long tyine after their deſolacion, 


Whan they foũd Jbell their otdn ſon flayns 
By cruel Cayne to his confuſion: 

The ſame Cayne as made is mencpon, 
After that time wilde was # bagabound, 
Til blind L ameth pake hi his dethes woũd. 


Adam noꝛ Eue afoze that ylke time 

Had neuer ſene no feeft funeral. 

It was of chaunge to them a new pzime, 
Foz to behold a thyng diſnatural: 
Bzethern of one wombe by hatered eternal, 
The one of hate ſo far hym ſelfe deuide, 

Ol talſe malice to be an homicyde, 


Ind it was routh whan that they ſtode 

Foꝛ to behold their (on al deed, 

Layd on the grond, and bathed in his blod, 
And al the ſoile where he lay was rede: 
That whan Adam and Eue toke hede 

It was to them ful great aduerſite 

The newe ſlaughter to behold and le. 


Ind euer among their lighes harde x ſoze, 
(The bitter weping and (o2owes to auatice, 
Q2 they were ware their heeres wore hoze , 
Ind age began theyz beautie diſauaunce. 
Their youth alſo by ful great diſpleſaunce, 
Began to appal oz they it could aſpye, 

By cruel conſtreynt and fozce of maladp. 


And of youth fallen was their flour, 

By the pzoceſſe of many hundzed peres: 
And by the dureſſe of great labour, 

They were vnluſtp, x valp of their cheres. 
Ofage anddeth theſe ben the daungers, 
To lap checkmate in nature it is couth , 
Untobeautie and grene luſty youth, 


Foꝛ whan the peres fully paſſed be 

Of flouring age, laſtynge a ſeaſon, 

By p2oceſſe(at eye men may le) | 
Beaute declineth, his bloſſoms fal adoune, 
And littel and littel by ſucceſſion 

Cometh croked elde, vnwarelp in crepynge, 
With his potent ful pozely manaſling. 


Thus to our father that called was Adam 
Ok creatures fapꝛeſt of al feire, 

After great tra uaile by pꝛoceſle in he tame, 
And began vnwarely aſcend vpõ the ſteyrs 
LOithhts potent, and caſt him to repeyze 
With Atropole which afoze hal gone, 

Foz to attwin his liues thaede anone. . 


Ind in Ebꝛon was made his ſepulture: 
Cher after was bilded a mighty great cyte, 
By whole ſtozy and recoꝛde of nature 

J map conclude who liſt to ſe, 

Tupat neuer man had liberte 

Sithen that Adam our loꝛd gan diſobey, 
Iyen(t deth, but that he muſt obey, 


In tõplaining mine autoꝛ Jhon Bochas 
Fat pittouſly,in hys aduertence, 

| Bewepeth, wapleth, and oft ſayeth alas, 
In apple there was ſogreatoffence, 
That fo2 a taſte ot inobedience 
Idam, alas, could haue ſo great a fal, 
So ſodainelp to die and be moztal; 


ö Which example ought inough ſuffiſe, 
Jn al this woꝛld though there were no mo: 
Toexemplify to folkes that ben wile, 
Dow this wozld is a thzowfare ful of wo. 
Lyke falſe FoztuneÞ turneth to and fro, 
To make foltzes whã they moſt clerely chine 
In their eſtates, vnwarelp to decline. 


Fox though that thei their hedes lift a lofte, 
Highe as Phebus (hineth in his ſphere , 
Thinke them ſelfecas it falleth oft) 

Their renown recheth abouep ſtarres clere 
Ind howe they lurmount euery ſphere, 
Their truſt cozrupt hath a ſodayne fal, 

Foz to declare pou they benmoxeal, 


O worldly folke aduert and yeneentent, 

What vengeaſice and what punicion 

God chal take in his iugement | 

l treſpas and your traulgreſſion, 
ch bꝛeke his pzeceptes anen al reaſon: 

Pe haue ozgatten how w his pzecious blod 

Pou foz to ſaue He died bpon the Roode , 


Foz if Adam fot his diſobeiſaunce 
Was by the loꝛde as him lift ozdaine, 
Made firſt, a fozmed with euery ciraiſtice, 
Ok treatures to bemolt ſotteraine, 

It that he was enbꝛated in the chaine 
Okleruitude, with childzen ouerſene, 

what hal I chan ot yer folkes ſeine 

Chat liue here in this deſerte of ſoꝛowee 
In this exile ; of plelante deſolate: 
And in this woꝛlde both euin and mozowe 
Of hertely iope ſtonte diſconſolate: 
All deſtitute and alſo info2tunate, 
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And fozpolled with wo and wozldly troble, Was 


Leaf.iif. 
Euer bariable and ful of chaunges double, 


Pe not entende but to falſe couetiſe, 

To fraude,berret,and extoꝛcion: 
Agayne god in many dyuers wiſe, 
Againe pour neighbour by falſe colluſion, 
To do hym wꝛonge and oppꝛeſſion: 

And wozſt of al, ye retche not by ſyn 

Co ſlee pour (oule, wozldly good to wyn. 


Ind if it fal your power to be but ſmal 

To accomplyche pour auarice in dede, 
Pour ſinful wyl aſſenteth ouer al, 

(Thing to delire of which pe maye not ſpede: 
And thus falſe luſt doth your baidel lede, 
Truſt in hauing ſo ſoze you doth aſſaple, 
Falſly afered the wozld ould pou faple. 


Ind if god benigne and debonapze 

With his yarde of caſtigacion 

Chaſtiſeth you but ealely and faire, 

Pe grudge againſt his cozrection: 
Nothing auerting in your dilcrecion, 
Howe god not bad vs (who can take hede) 
Foz to ſtriue ne wꝛaſtel in dede. 


Neither our trength,ne our might to appli 
Upon the beaſt monſtruougand ſauage, 
which called is the Chimere of Licy, 
Specially whan he is in hys rage: 

which monſtre had to his auantage 

Heed of a lion as bokes determine, 
Wombe of a gote, and taile ſerpentyne , 


Which was outraped of Bellyferon, 

As olde poetes make mencion: 

Neither god bad not that men Could gon 
In to Colchos to conquere with Jaſon 
The Flees of gold, which in that region 
With firie bulles ot mettal made of bzag, 
And byadzagon ful lraitly kept wag, 


God bad vs not our cotitreys fox to lete, 
To bnderfonge things that ben impoſſible: 
The Mpnotaur [oz to llee in Crete, 

alle man halfe bul if it be credible; 
Which mas a monſter hateful and odible. 
Süͤtime bzought kozth in bokes yemayle 
By Mynos wile, called Paſyphae; 
Whoſe ſhotie techeth,if thou liſt to here. 
ut eee 
e the kings doughter dere 

ſlayne by duke Theſens, . 


s 
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Within a caue made by Dedalus. 
God biddeth vs plainely foz his ſake; 
So great einpzile foz to vndertake. 


De byddeth vs not to be ſo recheles 
In perilous dedes that bene marciall, 
US to1teoparde,as dyd Hercules, 
 OObich by the bidding in eſpeciall 
Of Euriſteus the mighty kyng ropall: 
Loꝛdes of Athẽ s to make their honoz ſhine, 
Learned of armes the kamous diſcipline, 


Ofthele pzeceptes if we haue a ſight, 
Indremembzed of his highe bounte, 

He vs comaundeth thinges that be lyght, 
Foz to accompliſhe with all humilite: 
From our cozage to auoyde all vanite, 

Ind from our hertes to exclude ydelneſſe 
Ind this falſe chãge of al wozlid!y gladnes. 


Foz bnto a man that perfite is and ſtable 

(By good realo mine auctoz doth wel pꝛeue) 

There is nothing moze faire ne agreable, 

Than finally his vicious lyfe to leue. 

On verye god rightfully to beleue: 

Him loue a wozſhip aboue al erthly thyngs 

This paſſeth victozy of Emperours a kin- 
(ges. 

The Loꝛd biddeth alſo who ſo can dilcerne , 

Ok entere loue to do our labour 

In this life here, ſo our life hal gouerne, 

To father a mother that we do due honoz, 

Ind in their nede to do them ſocour 2 

Ind in all vertue our frendes tocomfozt, 

Jud to our power in grace them luppoꝛte. 


Fo in this would is nothing moze perfite 
Neither taccõplich thinge of moze pleſance, 
Than a man foz to haue deipte 

In lptell good to haue luffiſaunce: 

Ind to be content in his gouernance, 
Juoyde auatite, and thinke euer among 

To his neighbour that he do no wzonge. 


Not tocouet his goodes in no wiſe: 

Him ſelke gouerne like to his eſtate, 

Not to excede, but itye and alſo diſpiſe 

Ali maner loue whychis diſozdinate: 

Him ſelfe pzeſerue from contecke & debate. 
Ind ſpecially to eſchewe it is good 
Slaughter, a murdze,s Geding of bloude. 


Flye from his ſyn, and hate foz to lpe: 
Okolde offences among haue repentaunce. 


And to eſchewe all ſcozne and malozy: +. - 
Ipenſt vyces do almeſle and penance, 

And to haue moſt louerainip plealaunce 
To lewe the pathes of oute Lozde Jeſa, 
True examplapꝛe ot grace and vertue. 


Which fo2 our lake, and our redempcion, 
And foz our loue, was napled on a tre: 
Sufered payne and cruell paſſion, | 
And nothing aſketh of high a lowe degre, - 
KecompenCſed ayenwarde faz to be, 
But that we ſet all holy our ententes 

Foz to fulfil his commaundementes, 


And of his grace here in this moztal lyfe, 
As we pzeceli of wyſdome and reaſon, 

Ind of his gifthaue a pzerogatife 

T ofoze all beaſtes by diſcrecion, 
Therefoꝛe let vs of hole intencion 

Is we ok reaſon, beaſtes ferte excede 
Let vs be befoze the in wozd, exãple, a dede. 


Grounde our ſelfe firſt vpon humilite, 
Our pompous cyen mekcly to vncloſe: 
Enclyne our hartes à (o couteiue and ſe, 
Fil wozldly welth all fade as a role: 

Ind of meke hert let vs our ſelfe diſpoſe 
By this tragedy to haue knowledgynge 
Of our milchefe howe rote and beginnings 


Was the vice ofinobedience 
Surquidp, and falſe diſobeiſaunce, 

As mpne anctour hath <ewed in ſentence. 
Empꝛinteti it well in pour cemembzaunce, 
Be wate the ſerpent wyth dilceluance, 
The ſlech, the wand, your enemies all us 
Thzough their traynes xe gat dilcejued 


Pour beſt Gilde to make reſiſtence . , -- 
Ipenſt their power, ſothly is mekenes: 
Pour haburion moſt migyty of defence. 

The fendes power to venguith & oppꝛeſſe, 


It is to remembze deuoutly with lownes 


Howe mekely Chziſte to pap our raunſum, 
Suffred on croffe deth and paſſion, 


Therby men may that pzvdent ben # wpſe, 
The toyesclayme whych bene eternal: 
Ind entre ayen into Baradiſe 
Fro whens Adam by p2zydehad a fall. 
To whych place aboue c v1 5 
O Chziſt Jeſu ſo bzynge vs ig that gl 
WVyyche by thy deth haddeſt the victozy, - 
os ue Fig Lenuop, 


1 


Lenuoye; 
5 Odeine departinge out ok this keli⸗ 


citie, 

Y Juto miſerie and moztal heuineſſe, 
aware depziuynge out of pzoſpe- 
ritye, 

Chaunge of gladnes into wzetchednes, 
Longe languiſhynge in wo and bitternes, 
Continuell ſozow,dzed,dole, x peſtilence, 
Were fyʒſt bzought in by inobedience. 


Adam and Eue loſt theirlibertye, 

Their fraunchiſe,and their bleſſednes? 

Put in exple and captiuitye 

To lpue in wo, labour, and penſifnes, 
CThꝛough falle deſire and pompous wilfulnes 
To the ſerpent whan they gaue credence, 
Thelowd miſtruſtyng thzough inobedience. 


But O alas, wher as they were free, 

Of ioy eternall ſtode in ſekernes, 

They were to blynde alas it was pitie 

To leue their reſt, and line in werines, 
All their ollpꝛynge to bꝛynge in dyſtreſſe, 
Dꝛawynge fro God hys due reuerence 
Thꝛougy falſe conſentynge to inobedience. 


Wherekoꝛe ye pꝛynces auyſely doth ſe 
(As thys tragedye in maner bereth wytneſſe) 
Where as wanteth in any comonalte 
Subiection, foz lackynge of mekenes, 

Ind wyth pooꝛe, pꝛyde hath an entereſſe: 
(There foloweth after thzough froward inſo- 
Among the people falſe inobediẽce. 


Andnoble pꝛintes whych haue the louereinte 


To gouerne the people in ryghtwyleneſſe, 
1 yke as ye thetiche them in peace à vnite, 
Oꝛ frowardly diſtcoy them oz oppꝛeſſe: 
So ayenwarde their cozages well dzeſſe 
Lowly to obeye to your magnificence, 
Oz dilobey by inobedience, 


Che. it, Chapiter, 


CHowe Nembyoth bylt the tower of Baby- 


lon to ſaue him fro Noyes flode, whyche 
fo his pzyde was put fro his mag- 
nificence,and hys tower with ſo⸗ 
dapue leuyn (myrten 
. downe. | 


of John Bothas. 
Te auctonrBochas lightly oueryode 


(lence, 


The vengeaunces,# myſcheues huge 
Which Þ God toke with Noyes flode 
IWhan he ſent an vntuerſal deluge: 
Iyenſt whych there was no retuge, 
Saue,vitii.perſons in that moꝛtal wo 
Whiche in a chyp were laued, and no mo. 


Wherefoꝛe myn auctour lightly ouergoth, 
MWaketh of that age no ſpecial mencion, 
But paſſeth ouer from dam to Nembzoth, 
Conſideryng howe in that deedly chaunce, 
(The loꝛ de fo2 (yn toke ſo greate vengeaunce, 
That by w2yttynge of ſtozyes , no victozye 
Ok highe ne lowe was left tomemozye, 


Foz there was laft tronicle none ne boke, 
After, that made mencion 

Ok none auctour, who lo lyſt to loke: 

Fo: all was bzought to deſtruction 

By a deluge, wythout any excepcion 
Foꝛ whych myne auctour traſpozted his tile, 
And of that tyme lyſt nothynge compyle. 


He founde no mater wheron he myght found, 
Noz ſet his fote by none auctozitik, 

Neyther no truth his purpoſe on to grounde , 
Ofolde wzytynge that he coude ſe: 

Foz whych him thought of neceſſitie 

The lurplulage of all that tyme lete, ö 
Ind after Adam with Nembzoth koz to mete. 


And certes lyke as Bochas in hys boke 
Remembzeth firſt of Adam the ſtozp, 

So next in oꝛder he the ſtozy toke 

To ſpeke of Nembzoth,and his ſurquedpe: 
Wyych here fir ſt( as bokes (pecifye) 

After the flode his waues gan alwage, 
Was made a lozde,to gouerne in that age. 


Fo2 whan the flode began to decrece, 

And God his vengeaunce gan to molifye, 
Withdꝛawe his hand, the water tho gan ceſe: 
Upon the mounteynes high of Exrmonpe, 
The yp gan reſt, the Byble can not lpe. 
And in that age called the feconde, 


Lynage of man gan firſt to habounde, 


To encreaſe ayenand to multiplye, 
And by dyſcent in bokes ye mape (8 
Specified the genelogye: 

Howe that one Chus coſyn to Hoe, 
Aman that tyme of greate —_— 


The kyꝛſt boke 


Unto this Hembꝛoth, the ſtoꝛpe dothe alute Foꝛ to fulfil they were not rechcleſſe, 


The father was as by ingend:ure, 


This Nembzoth was mighty, large, a long, 
Extelling other as ofhis ſtature, 
Sutquedous, hardy, and right ſtronge, 
Ind in his time great labour might endure: 
And in his fozce to much he dyd afſure, 

And pet was none on water ne on lande 
Which dur ſt hig power pꝛelume to withſtand. 


And his nobleſſe moze to magnify, 

Ly wozldly woꝛchip by repozte of his glozpe, 
e was called chefe pzince of venery, 

Deſirous euer to haue the victozye 

Of beaſtes wilde: to be put in memoꝛp, 

Ind haue a pꝛice amonge theſe champions. 

Tigres to daunt, eke boozes and Lions, 


There was no beaſt in wodes lo (auage, 
That durſt apenſt him make reliſtence: 
His furious pze ſo moztall was on rage: 
Theerth quoke foz feare of his pzeſence : 
Tyll at the laſt in his aduertence, 

Is a pꝛince deuoyed of all grace, 

Ipenſt god he began to compace. 


He made a maner coniuracion 

(This frowarde Gpaunt, and a conſpiracy, 
Toke his counſepl by falſe colluſion, 

His might, his power, foz to multiply: 

Ind his eſtate foz to glozifpe, 

Thought he woulde of his entent not fayle, 
God, and heuen,pzoudly to aſſaile. 


That namely God whiche gouerneth al, 

He thought he woulde pꝛoudeiy take on had, 
Apenſi deluges if any comethall, 

Of pꝛouidence, plainely them withſtande: 
Him lelfe to aſſure,+ make a place on lande 
That Gould him kepe, and be to a defence 
Both apenſt god and waters violence. 


Ind that they might accompliche their intent, 
Lyke their deſire they did their la bout: 
Tode their counſeil al by one aſſent, 

Choſe Nembzoth their duke a gouernoure 
Chem to conuey,and do them (ocour: 

To be their gyde tokoꝛʒne, as they were ware, 
Towarde a countre called Sinear, 


1 tompaſſe wiſe rounde about ycloſed 
ith a great ſtode, named Eutrates: 


Their (trong folp whych they haue purpoled, 


This is to ſape, thep put them lelte in pzcſe 
So high a toure foz toeditye, 


whiche choulde ſur mot aboue the ſterry ſkie. 


That they choulde greued be nomoze, 

With no deluge bzought to diſtruction: 
Neither that no waters map the greue ſoze, 
This was the fine of their intencion, 

Ind of that tower a mightie ſtronge dongion 
Iyenſt God and flodes themſelfe to aſſure, 
The hight and largeneſle both of a meaſure, 


Thus in Nembzothencreſe began the name, 
And in the peoples reputacion 

Ol golde, and richeſſe, he had lo great a fame, 
They called him God in their opinion: 

Moſt eurous, moſt mighty of renowne. 

The woꝛlde alſo hole vnder his obeiſaunce, 
As God and lozd he toke the gouernance. 


Under whoſe might the people gan pzocede, 
He as a loꝛd hauinge inſpection, 

Percinge the bowelles of the earth in dede, 
To make mighty their foundacion: 

And of falle glozye and vaine falſe ambition, 
This pꝛoude Nembꝛoth in his appetite, 

To ſe them woꝛche hath ful great delite. 


His toy was and his inwardegladneſſe, 

To beholde lo great a company 

Perlen the er th by ſo great depeneſſe, 

To make the ground ſtronge by maſonry, 
The wozke vpwarde foz to foztifye 

Witz many a ſtone, huge a large of weight, 
They haue it reyſed vp into þ ayzeon height, 


Ind finally,by mediacion 

Ok this great werke, Hebꝛoth was famous, 
Tat inge in hert great conſolacion 

That by repozt he was ſo glozioug: 

Oklo great might, and pozt lo pompous, 
That he was ſo myghty, ryche and ſtronge, 
To reale a towꝛe ſo high, ſo large, and longe. 


Foz to this daye touchynge the great myghte 
Ok this towze whych Babell men it cal, 
Men fro ferremay haue thereof alight, 

Jt lurmounteth other toures all: 

Ot whych werke, thus it is befal, 

Of lerpentes and many a greatÞzagon, 

It is nowe called chefe habitacion, = 


Chat no man dare as they it ls 


Foz 


Fo2 wycked eyze, and foꝛ coꝛrupcion, 

By a great ſpace and in a great countre, 
Ippꝛoche no nere ß meruaplous dongion: 
So venemous was that manſion 

Ind lo hozible, that no man dare appzoche, 
Lyke to a mountapne builded on a roche. 


Ind as men ſay that had theretorepaire, 
This tower attaineth vnto the ſterres clere, 
And tranſcendeth the region of the eire, 

The ſtones and the liment were made of ſuch 
Ind the ioyninge ſo ſtedfaſt a enticr, (mater 
Though fy2e and water both dyd it aſſaile, 
Litle 02 nought their power choulde auaple. 


2 was made ſo mighty to endure, 
o well aſſured by diſpolicion, 

(That in this woꝛlde no liuynge creature 
Sawe neuer none like in compariſon, 

Whoſe reryng vp was chefe occaſion, 

And the ryches ofthe maſonrye 

Were thzough Nebzoth of pide lurquedp. 


Demed pꝛoudelp as in his amuſe, 

He tranſcended all other in nobleſſe: | 
Thought him lelfe moſt myghty and wyle, 
Felowe to God as in iykenes, 

But God that can all wozldly pꝛyde oppꝛeſſe 
And make pzinces eclypſen in their glozy, 
Suche as truſt in thinges tranſitozy, 


The lame loꝛde of his eternall myghte, 

Thys tower whyche Nembzoth lift to edifpe, 
He made wyth thunder and leuyn lighte, 
(Thereof to fall a full greate partie: | 
The boyſtous wyndes andthe ragy ſkye, 
And goddes power on that other ſyde, 
Began thus abate a percell ot his pꝛyde. 


And in diſcent,and fallynge of the ſtones, 

Ok the werkemen ful many a man was deed, 
And oppzeſſed,therr backe bzoken and bones, 
The maſonzy wyth their bloude was reed: 
Pet pzoude Rebꝛoth that of all this was hed, 
With al theſe ſignes his loꝛ de liſt not knowe, 
Foz whiche his pomp was after bzoughte ful⸗ 


_ _(lowe 
But in hys errour pꝛocedeth furth of newe, 
Thought he would get him ſelfe a name. 
Ok melantoly can chaunge loke andhewe, 
Jud began alſo to attempte and atame 
Foz to encreaſe and magnify hys fame, 
A newe tower toedify ayen , „ 


Lykeas God had ben biynde & nothing een. 


* 


of John Bochas. 


Leaf.v. 


De would haue raught vp tothe ſterres ſeuen 
By thaſſct of them that can him firſt couſail, 
Robbed god, and from hun taught the heuen: 
But who pꝛeſumeth the loꝛde aboue tailaple, 
It weie no reaſon that he Goulde auaple. 
P2ynces may well ayenſt hym cry loude, 
But his power mag cliple wyth no cloude, 


Foz in the myddes of his great empꝛiſes 
This pꝛoude Nembzoth makynge his maſog 
Foz to compas and caſt their deuiles, 
Geometries in their diuiſions, 

But God that hath his aſpections p 
Seynge thententes of euery erthly man, 

Is he that is moſt mighty,and beſt can 


Axpenſt their malice make reliſtence, 


Their woꝛldly power, theu dominacion, 

Ok his vengeable and moſt magnificence, 
He can chaſtice,and ouer whelme downe 
The pꝛide of pꝛinces in euery region: 

By enſample of Nembzoth as ye (hal here, 
Whoſe pompe raught aboue the ſtertes clere, 


Fo2 whan his wozkemen ſtode at auantage, 
And moſt were buſy to hys intencion, 

Ind befoze that time ſpake al on langage, 
Ill ſodenly by tranſmutacion, 

There was of tounges made a diuiſion: 
(That in their wo mynge as they can obzapde, 
No man wpylt what that other ſapde. 


And it is lyke accozdynge wyth reaſon, 

So as chaunge was made of their langages, 
So of their hertes was made diuiſion , 
Both of their wyll, and of their cozrages: 
And in aſteudynge of their wozkynge ſtages, 
Ther was ſuchchaige of bzoder vnto bzoder 
Like ſtraungers none knew thentet of other. 


Myne auctour troweth that this aduerſitie 
Was foz their gilt cauſed by vegaunce, 

Oꝛ els God ofryght and equitie 

Pi(poſed hath in his ozdinaunce, | 
To be amonge them ſo great a variaunte, 
That thzough þ wozld they chuld the ſelfe de⸗ 
And fro Nembzoth dilceuer,# not abide.(uide 


(They gan anone among the ſelfe diſdeyne 
To accept this Nembzoth fo2 their kynge, _ 
And amonge fozſoth there was not twayne, 
One ok another that had clere knowynge, 
Ne ol their (peche kuewe the platne meanyng: 
Bil Fox 


The ſirſt boke 


Foꝛ whyche $ cetitre of Senaar they fozſoke, 
Ind eche ot them a ſondꝛy countrep toke. 


They departed and made no lenger ſpace, 
Folowyng the foꝛtune of their diuiſion: 

And begi to chele the a newe dwellinge place 
In the parties of many a region. 

And thus Nembꝛoth was pꝛiued # put doun, 
And of Babel the mighty famous toure, 

He was called no lenget poſſeſſour, 


Fo: ayenſt the pꝛyde ofthis Rembꝛoth 
F:0ward foꝛtune gan her cours to vary, 
Ind God alſo was in maner woꝛth, 

Of lurquedie that he was ſo contrary: 
And fo2 the place was wilde and lolitarpe 
Of thys Senaar, and furious ſauage. 
Nembꝛoth gan to feble # fal in great age. 


Ind pet ſome bokes ok him ſpecifye, 

Ye warte froward ok hys condic ion, 

And was kyꝛſt grounde of ydolatrie, 

And kynder vp of falſe religion: 

Cauſynge people to haue an opinion 
Goddes to woꝛchyp in Panimes wyſe, 
Founder of tightes, and of falſe ſacrifyce. 


Towarde Perce cheſe hys dwellynge place, 
The whych countre is in the Ozient, 

Chat hys loꝛdchyp chuld tktch a great ſpace 
He bounded hym into the Occident: 

Foꝛ Perce lande hath hys extent 

Toward the parties of the Reed ſee, 

And thys lande Perce who lo lyſt tole 


As bokes olde remembze & put in mynde, 
How that Perce coſteth inutron 
Septemtrion,and the great Jnde, 

And many another myghtye region: 
dere Nemb2oth had firſt dominacion. 
Wyrche extendeth as bokes ſpecitye, 
Out of Mede into Germanye. 


But in lozdeſhippes as myne auctour ſapeth, 
Without that vertue be their true guyde, 
In them there is ſuraũce none ne fape th. 
Thynge that paſſeth may no whyle abyde, 
Wyherefoze Bochas in a ſpyte of pꝛyde, 

And in rebukynge of al folkes pꝛoude, 
Mahyng his coplaynt cryeth to the ful loude, 


Che. iii. Chapiter, 


And deliuered foz al the ſtronge bondes, J \ 


¶ In exclamacis of Bochas ayent al pꝛoude 
men, hewynge howe God maye them and 
their pꝛyde abate whan hym beſt lyſte, 
by manye dpuers meanes and 
wayes punyſhc and 
chaIpce. 


AE alpzoud,moſt rpal in pour loures, 
)$ JF Whych that moſt truſt toreygne long, 
Dꝛeſſeth vp youre roches and youre 


_ kowzes, 


And ayenſt God make youre ſelfe ſtronge: 
And let pour power pꝛoudlp buderfonge, 
Pour ſelfe wyth pꝛyde foꝛ to magnifpe, 
Apenſt the heuin to holde the champartye: 


Buyld vp your caſtles, reyſe them vp tyghte, 
Of Adamantes wyth yzon ſtronge pbounde, 

Dith ſquare ſtones, large and huge of hyght, 
Reyſe bp pour walles moſt mighty a pꝛofoũd 
Ind Git your diigeos w mighty chenes rotid, 
Lette men of armes (who euer wake oꝛ flepe) 
Nyght and daye your watche lo ſtraitly kepe 


As god ne man in pour opinions 

Pour foꝛtreſſes myghte not aſlayle, 

Pour Caſtels,ne your ſtronge dungeons, 
Stuffed wyth men # plenty of vytaple, 

Lyke to ſtande euer and neuer foꝛ to faple: 
Is god not might ayenſt pour falſe puiſſaũte. 
Whã euer hym lyſt ok right to do vengeaunce. 


Set afoze poure eyen that ben blynd 
The monſtruous werke of greate Babilone: 


The pꝛide of Neb2oth that was put behinde, 


Maugre his mighte, ⁊ his towꝛe lmyt doun 2 
Fo al the craft of werkemen and maſon 
Diſtroied was with a ſodayne leuin, 

To auenge hys pꝛyde (ent a downe fro heuin ; 


Foz though your ſtrengthes ſo aſſured be 
That none engyne may thereto attapne, 
Gunnene Bumberdes by no ſubtilte, | 
Shot of arowblaſt, ne touche of dundapne, 
pet god that is loꝛd and ſouerayne 

Which lycye delertes can both (ppl & ſaue, 
May confounde it with an erth quaue, 


Myne anctour aſketh what caſtel oz towze 
May be ſo ſtrõge made in any wyſe, 5 
But that by meaneof ſome falſe traytoure, 
O2 by ſome way that he tan deuyſe, 

It map be loſt, oz ſolde foꝛ touetile: 


019 


Into the power of their enemies handes, 


Oz by ſome other ſodayne aduenture. 
Caſtels ⁊ cities and many a tiche towne, 
1 be loſt, they might not them aſſure 

02 to reſiſt ayenſt falſe trayion: -/ 
Sume haue be loſt alſo by rebellion 
And all theſe meanes the truth to begyn, 
Js but punichynge whyche god lent foz (yn, 


God hath athouſande handes to chaſtyſe, 

A thoulande dartes of puntcion, 

A thouſande bowes made in diuers wle, 
Ithouſande arowblaſtes bent in hys dogeo, 
Oꝛdepned echeon foz caſttgacion: x 
But where he findeth mekenes # repentatice, 
Mercy is maiſtreſſe of his ozdinaunce, 


Pe that bene wyle tonlidereth howe the rote 
Of vices al is pꝛide, ve may well ſe: | 
-Pulleth him downe, and putteth vnderfote, 
And taketh your counceyl of humilitie: 

And il pe liſt to ſtande in lurete, 

Byldeth in hert foꝛ moe lekerneſſe | 
A towꝛe of vertues, grounded on mekeneſſe. 


Whole maſonry is of no coſtage, 

Ol vertues grounde and ſoueraine: 

Blgſtes ot wyndes and ol weders rage; 
Neyther no tempeſt haſty ne ſodapne, 
Pompe ne blaſt, though they do their payne, 
(This vertue mekeneſle foz to vndermyne, 
They be to feble to make her to enclyne. 


Foz where mekeneſſe is grounded verily, 
Though he ſomtime feleaduerſite, 

He paſſethouer,and ſuffreth paciently, 
And venquiſheth all maner enmptie. 

The aſſaute alſo and the contrarioſite 

Ol infoztune and of wozldly trouble, 

Ind of victozy conquereth a Palme double, 


And tho mekenes amiddes the flodes flowe 
Of wozldly milchefe and perſecucion, 


of John Bochas. 


Leaf. vi. 


To the hauzm.of life ſhe was the lode terre, 
I take recome of the humilite, 
Ot Mary ſo bleſſed mote the be. 


The rote of mekenes ftoureth vp ſo faire 
Whole beaute deedeth 10 tribulacions, 
In ſomer ne wynter her floures mot apayze, 
And her frute laſteth in all maner ſeaſons: 
P2yde may aſſaple with his boſtful ſowones, 
And finally fon her encreaſe of glozy, 

With humblenes che wynneth the victoꝛye. 


I ennope. 


folkes al that this tragedies rede, 
Yaueth to mekenes amonge youre ad⸗ 
uertence ;, ; Ae n. 
Of pꝛoude Nembzoth alſo taketh hede , 
How that he fel fromhis magnilitente, 
Onelp foz he by ſturdy violence, 
Liſt ofmalice the mighty lozde alſayle, _ 
But in luch cale what myght his pzide auayli 


Noblepzinces which this woꝛlde do poſſede, 
Pe that be famous of wyſdome and ſcience, 
Ind haue lo man (ubiectes that you Dzede, 
In gouernaunce vnder your excellence: 

Let your power with mekenes (o dilpence, 
That falſe pzide oppꝛeſſe not the pogeple, 


Which to pour Mbles ſo muche may auaple. 


Pude of Nembzoth dyd the bzydel jede, 
Wyich hun conuaped with great inſolence: 
Pꝛide apertayneth nothyuge to manhede, 
Saue in armes to ſhewe his pzelence: 
Wyerfozc honour, laude, and reuerence 

Be to mekenes, that hath the gouerna ile 
Ol al vertues, which man map molt auaple, 


The. liii. Chapter. 


How many yeres was betwixt Adam 
and Nembzoth,and bitwirte | 
Nembzoth and Cadmugs, 
# ok other kinges, 


4 pacience in her bote doth rowe 

Tho froward waues toſſe her vp and downe, 

A calme Gall folowe of conſolacion: (lowe 

han ſterne windes their blaſtes haue laid 

The name of mekeneſle hal ewe a 4 well 
| L .knowe: 

She map be troubled,but ouercome neuer: 

And foz a tyme ſhe may ſuffre werre , 

But at the ende ſhe banquiſheth euer, 

On land and ſee whether the be nere oz ferre, 


pete olde poetes W their ſawes ſwete, 
[* Fulcouertly in their verſes do fapne 
How old Saturne was lütune king of 
. cuſtome dyd hys buly payne, (Crete, 
Ind ok his goodnes lift to ozdayne - 
That he choulde as of his nature 
Echon deuoure,as by his ingendzue. 


In this mater ſhoztly to ſotozne, 
; B. iii. 


To 


To vnderſtande of pꝛetes the protelle, 

(Tyey mane many that this wozd Daturne 
TD oth in it leife nothinge but Time exppeſſe: 
And Phtlolophers bete alſo wytnes, 

That as in time fozth euery thing is bꝛoght, 
So time ayenward bzyngeth al to nought. 


Clerkes alſo retoꝛde in their wzytinge 
Under (uppozt as J darereherſe, 
How that fyze waſteth enery thynge: 
And yzon herd doth neche thynges perte. 

It ought abideth ß they may not tranſuerce, 
Pet cometh time and by continuaunce, 

It al conſumeth with his charpe launce, 


His Carpe toth of conſumpcion 
Jn fil wiſe doth his buly cure 

02 to aneantiſe in concluſion 
Al thynge that is bzought foꝛth by nature. 
By long abydyng ye may the not aſſure : 
Fo olde thynges deuoured men may ſe, 
Ferre out of mynde, as they neuer had be, 


Vho can oz maye remembꝛe in any wile, 
The gloꝛious pꝛoweſſe of thele p2inces oldee 
On the nobleſſe of Philoſophers wyſe . 
Oꝛ of poetes their feyning to vnkolde⸗ 
Pꝛoceſſe of peres, alas(as J you tolde) 
Deuoured hath their name a their noble ſle, 
Derked their renoune by fogyetfulneſſe. 


Thus of their names is left no memozy, 
(Tyme w his raſour hath done ſo greate ven- 
Shauen away the honoz # glozy (geaunce, 
Ok many noble, ful mighty of puiſſaunce: 
That there is left nowe no remembzaunce 

-— Pk pꝛinces, poetes, ne Philoſophers. 

Foz whan þ deth nailed them in their cofers 


Cam time bpon, and by pꝛoteſſe of yeres, 
Their memozy hath duſked a their minde: 
And reuolucion of the heuenly ſpheres, 

Bp oft turnyng, their gloꝛy hath left behind. 
Thus euety thinge whiche ſubget is to kind, 
Is in this life without moze auauntage, 
waſted with time and pꝛoceſſe of long age. 


In the firſt time from Idam to Roe 
Pꝛudent liſters which liſt in bokes to rede, 
Founde of foꝛtune no mutabilite: 

Neither of her chaũge they tone tho no hede, 
But from Adam there rekened ben in dede 
Unto Nembzoth by turnynge of the heuen 
A thouſand yeres,bii.hundzed and eleuen. 
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Jn which (pace who that conſidereth wel, 
There ben nothinges wziten in eſpecial 
Digne of memozy,ne ſpoken of neuer a del, 
which that ben notable ne hiſtozial: 

But fro the time Nembzoth had a fal, 
Unto Cadmus the peres to conteine, 
They were a. M. iiu.hundꝛed and fourtene. 


Touthinge this Cadmus as Bochas liſt en⸗ 
It is reherſed b Rethozieng (dite, 
Howe one Uero2es in bokes as they wzite, 
was made firſt a kmge of the Egipeiens, 
whan Philofophers and nigromanciens 
Began firſt taboũde their renoune tauacice, 
Nachoz þ time hauyng þ gouernaũce 


Ok the Ebꝛues, as made is mention. 

After Nembzoth by true reherſaple, 

The hundzed pete by computacion, 
Foure ſcoꝛe . xii. which time it is no faple 
That Uexoꝛes begi warres a great bataile 
Ok volunt apenſt ſtraunge nacions, 

And to conquere Cityes,bozowes, x townes 


By fozce onlp, without title ot ryght: 

He wan al Egipt to encreaſe his name, 

But foꝛ al that who lyſt to haue a ſight, 
There is nowe left norepozte ofhis fame, 
Saue Bochas wzyteth howe he firſt dyd at⸗ 
Dys mighty conqueſt of intencion, (tame 
That the glozy and the high renoune 


Alcriued were vnto his wozthpnes: 

And the reſidue and lurplulage 

Df golde a treaſure of good and ofricheſſe, 
Turne Gould to common auauntage 

Ok al hys people, that euery maner age 
Re poꝛt mighte it was to him moze nerre 
Aboue ſingularite, his cõmon to pzefer, 


Alſo Tanais of Cithie fyzft kynge, 

Whan Sarneke was duke and ſouerapne 
Ouer the Jewes, by recoꝛde of wzitynge 
Two hundzed pere. xl.alſo and twaine 
After Nebzoth, this Tanais gan ozdayne 
A „ power & a ſtronge battail 
Tyan of Cithye pzoudly to aſſapie. 


Conqueryng from thens vnto the ple 
Called Ponte, in a ful cruel wyſe: 

And though his lozdGhip laſted but a whyle 
All that he wan was foz couetiſe. 

And as Bochas doth of thys folke deuiſe, 
Pzoces of yeros oz al their great puil — 


x 
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Hath put their names out of tremembꝛaunte. 


Zoꝛoaſtes alſo fo2 all his great myght 

Of Bactrians kyng and poſleſſoure, 

Loꝛde ot Trate, and a full myghty knyght, - 
Ofall his dedes and his great laboure, 

Ok his conqueſt, neofhis great honoure, 

Js nothing left of wzityng vs befozne, 
Saue ß he lough the houre ß he was bozne, 


De began full ſone fozto be mery 

With ſodaine laughter at his natiuitie: 
And wozthy Ninus, that was kyng of Iſſiry 
Expowned his laughter to great felicitie. 
The whichNiaus wan many a faye cotitry, 
Ind day by day his power gan encreale, 

Foz which he would not of his coqueſt ceaſe, 


Fo: this is the maner of thefe conquerours, 
Whan they haue had in armes bictozy, 

Do their might, their paine, ⁊ their labours 
With newe empules to be put in memo: 
Foz their courage (urpziſed w vayne glozye, 
Cannot be ſtyll content in their eſtate, 

Till their Parady ſay to them checkmate. 


Foztune of armes (in bokes ye may read) 
With a falſe laughter on folkes dothe (myle: 
She frowarde euer ere they can take hede, 
Ok nature will falſely them begyle: 
Conqueſt by warte laſteth but a while, 

Foz who by death dothe ſturdy vyolence, 
God will by death his vengeaunce recopence, 


This wozthy Minus gan mightely pꝛeuaple, 
Apenſt 302oaſtes of whom J ſpake tofoze: 


Foz he with hym fought laſt in battayle, 


In whiche Ninus hath him ſo well yboze 
That 302oaltes hath the felde yloze. 

And he was aucthour as bokes ſpecify 
Ok falle Magyze, and Nygromancy, 


He fonde the nature ofeuery element, 

Their kindely wozkyng,# their mutacions: 
The courſe of ſtarres,and of the firmamente, 
Their inſtuences, their diſpoſitions, 

Their aſpectes and their coniunctions: 
Wꝛote in pillers deuiſed of metall, | 
The ſeuen ſtiences called liberal. 


Allo in pillers of Bꝛycke full harde pbake, 
There were vp ſet, longe, large and huge, 
He began alſo wzite them and vndertake, 
To make them lure as foz their refuge: 


Leaf.vit, 


That they choulde by floude, ne deluge 
Defaced ben as of their lcripture, 
But in their grauyng perpetuall endure. 


But though 30zoaſtes theſe craftes out fond, 
Fulllittle oznought it myght to him auayle: 
And though he were a good knight ol his höd, 
e was of Ninug ſlayne in batraple, 
olt his realme,and royal apparayl: 
And Ninus dyed within a litle thzow, 
But in what wile, the ſtoꝛy is not knowe, 


Allo Popdes kyng of Sodome, 

I fynde of him no memozy by waityng, 
Daueina ſtoꝛy as men map reade and ſe, 
He and his people were freell in liupnge: 
But he that was of Aſſiriens kyng, 
Thzough falſe Foztune that can ſo oft vary 
To Babylon made them tributary. 


We haue ſene and redde alſo, 

The vengeaunce and the peſtilence 
Done in Egypt to kyng Pharao: 

Foz that he made a maner reliſtence 
Apenſt God, of wilfull inſolence. 
Therfoze his people vpon a day and he, 
Were dzent echone in middes of the (ee, 


The people of God ledde by Moyſes, 
Without trouble of any maner wawe, 
Went echone in quiet and in peas: 

And Pharao as he gan after dzawe _ 
Them to purſue,by a full moztall lawe; 

In his purſuite fozward was atteynt, 
Among the waues with his hoſt and dzeynt. 


In Exodi ben theſe mencions, 
Ceriouſſpe put in remembꝛaunce. 
(The.xii,plages and perſecutions 


In Egypt done, by full great vengeaunce; ⸗ 


And of their treaſour a their great ſubſtacice 
They were diſpoyled by Ebzues(cit is tolde) 


Of their vellels,of ſiluer, and of golde. 


Out of Egypt full great treaſure they ladde, 
Such as thẽ thought might moſt theauaile: 
And Pharao J fynde that he hadde 
Two hundzed chares enarmed foz battayle, 


Them to purſue and pzoudly to allaple: 


And fifty thoulande in whom was no lacke 
Okmen ok armes, folow yng on hozlebacke. 


— K anne — — him aboute, 
a ualrye; 
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Ind Pharao with all his great route, 
Began Ilrael purſue of enupe. 

But foꝛ his pꝛyde and falſe ſurquedy, 

He and his people were dzowned euerpchone 
Ol all his number was left not one. 


His froward hart ayenſt God indurate, 
Fulfilled of malyce andobſtinacy, 

Ind in his purpoſe pꝛoude and obſtinate: 
Thele foule vyces oz he coulde them elpye 
From his gloꝛy and his regally, 

He was doun(though he tofoze was crouned) 
Imidde the lea among his people dzowned, 


Ok Ogiges kyng of Thebes. 


NeNother Pꝛynte called Ogygus, 
. of Thebes as bokes determine: 


And foũder was thus Bochas telleth vs 
Ok a citpe called Eleulpne. 
Which ſtont in Grece, whole power to detline 
There fyll a floude in that regyoun 
Wyiche ouerflowed many a royall towne. 


And in Cithia that did moſt dammage, 
Tyme of Jacob patriarke notable: 

And this deluge with his waues rage 
Slewelozdes many, a pzynces honourable. 
Foz dame Foztune is ſo deceiuable, 

That che ſumtime when che lift diſdayne, 
Can folke aſſayle with a floude ſodaine, 


This floude alſo where it did aſſayle, 
Waſted coꝛnes bothe croppe and rote: 
Cauſed alſo ſcarcitie of vytayle, 

That many a man felt full vnſote. 

The poze not wyſt where to finde bote, 

Fo: their pꝛynces ſuppꝛiled were with dzede, 
Thzough lacke of vitayle in that great nede, 


Oka great floude in Teſlaly, 


A Nother floude there was in Teſſaly, 
In the time when kyng Amphyon 
Helde the ceptre and the regaly 

Upon Thebes, the mighty ſtronge towne, 
Belide the kyngdome of Babilon: 163 
The ſame time this ſtoude fell doubtles, 
When Gods people was ledde by Moles, 


With this floude the land had ben deuoured 
Of Teſſalp, and ok all that region, 


But on Pernaſo the people were ſuccored, 
And on the Roches that ſtode enupzon, 
Founde there refuge to their ſaluation 

And great ſuccour, til the floudes rage 
Began to decreaſe, withdzawe and allwage. 


n olde ſtozies alſo pe map ſe, 

han Cecrops had firſt poſſeſſion 
Of Athens, the myghty ſtronge citye, 
In heatethere fell in that region, 
By influence that.deſcendeth downe 
From the bodies aboue celeſtial, 
Whiche likely wag foz to deuoure all. 


And this heate engendzed with the ſonne, 

In diuers countreys both in length a bacade 
Yath his courſe ſo —4 begone, 

That many fol ke fell in great dzeade: 
Byuers, we lles, who ſo liſt take hede 
Conlumed were and dzyed vp echone, 

The heat called the enbzacyng ol Pheton. 


Ct he. b. Chapter. 


6 Df goodly Jlis wife to Xpys kyng of 
Argrue, ſlayne by his bzother 
Dytk eus. 


we haue read inſlozies here tofozne, 

ow that lis to Egypt tore her 

How that Jſis to E ke her fiyght 
Out of Crete,the true daughter bozne, 

Of Pꝛomotheus, a full manly knxyght: 

And Iſis in euety mans (yght 

So freche, lo goodly, wedded by her lyue, 
To wozthy Apys that was king of Argue. 


The whiche Ilis excellent of beautp, 

After tyme her father was graue, 

She was put foz moze luretpe 

With her vnele that houlde kepe and ſaue 
This ſayd maide p no man Could her haue: 


And her vnclecin Ouide ye may le) 
Like as he wzote,was called Epymethe, 


Ind flourynge bp in her tender age 


This ſapd Ilis ſo pleaſaunt was and mete, 


Ok ſemelines, ok loke, and byſage, 
That Jupiter the mighty kynge of Crete, 
Was enuyzonned with her foz to mete: 
And che excited of feminitie, 
Enclined her hart vato his deitie, 
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And fo2 che was of her entent lo clene, 
Obeiyng him in moſt lowly wile, 

Ok àArgiuois he made her to be quene 
Secaule that che was lmit in courtile 
Apenſt Argus a warte ſhe gan deuile, 
And foꝛ he was bnweldy of his age, 

Her to wſtand he found none aduauntage. 


But pet Foztune gan vpon her frowne, 
And kyng Argus thzough his lubtiltye, 
With his counlaile ſo pꝛudent ly gan rowne, 
That ſhe was take by fuli great crueltie: 
And her ſouldiours were allo made to fiye, 
And by Argus, there gayned no raunſome, 
She fettred was and put in ſtrong pꝛylon. 


But her ſonne God Mercurius, 

Right freche, xyght luſty, full of hardines, 
And of his earthly ioye ſo glozious, 

Apenſt Argus gan his power d2eſſe: 

Ind lo intirely did his bulines, 

Chat Irgus was ſlaine in concluſton, 
And after Jſis deliuered fro pꝛylon. 


| Ofher lleyghtes afterwarde not feynt, 
She toke a hyp and to Egypt went: 
In which chyp there was a cowe depepnt. 
And Theozes whom Jupiter alſo ſent, 
Is gone with her bothe of one entent, 
To iopue a maxiage after anone ryght 
Bet wene her a Apys, a pzynce full of myght. 


She was ryght wile aboue other creatures, 
Secrete of cunnyng, well expert in ſcience, 
She taught firſt letters and fygures 
To Egyptians, by playne experience: 

aue them cunnyng and intelligence 

o tyll the lande, taught the labourers 
To lowe their graine, c multiply by peres. 


And in Egypt her fame and herrenowne 
Began day by day, wext her wozthines, 
Holde ofcunnyng and of reputation 

By ligne ſhewed not oneiy in pꝛinceſſe. 
But ſhe was holde among them a Goddeſſe: 
And with wozſhyps whicye were diuyne, 
And ſacrifices to her they did enclyne. 


But to declare playnly at a woꝛde, F 
In middes of all her great pꝛolperitie, 
Mighty Apis her huſbaud and her lozde, 
Pꝛince of Egypt and loꝛde of that country; 
Donne of Jupiter and of Niobe, 
Whyiche Niobe by long dilcendyng 


Pl very nede, he was ſo wo begon: 


Teak. bin 
The daughter was ol Phozoncus þ kyng. = 


And Phoꝛoneus firſt the lawe founde 
To whiche all Crete ſtande vnder obcyſafice 


And the ſtatutes of that myghty londe 


Were yſtablihed by his oꝛdinaunte. 

But foꝛ to wꝛite the vnhappy chaunce 

Of kynge Apys that is remembzed, 

He ſlayne was: and pyteouſly dilmembzed, 


By his bꝛother called Tyffeus, 
Sumw hat ot hatred, but moze foz couetiſe: 
Foz Tyffeus was onely deſirous 

Toreoyce in full moztall wiſe, 

The mighty kingdom as ye haue herd deuile, 
Ok Argiuois to haue poſſeſſion, ä 
P:eferred by murder and falle (ucceſſion. 


And when that Illis foſide her loꝛde lo deade, 
Ok entent that he were magnified: 

Firſt of wiſdome ſhe gan take hede, 
N2depned a meane that he were deified 

High among Goddes to be ſtellified: 

In Egypt temples made to be ſtalled, 
And God Serapis, akter he was called. 


The. bi. Chapter. 


COf Gryſiton that his membꝛes eate 
foz honger. 


In Theſſaly w indigence papned, 
And pyteouſip his fame was diſteyned 
When he lolde his daughter in ſernage, 
Liriope whiche was but pong ok age, 


By exchaunge of God to puruey the bytaple, 


He had nothing 5 might his thirſt auaple, 
He ſlaũch his hoger, but gnawyng on a bone 
Wherfoze he ate his membzes one by one, 


A pꝛynte, alas, was it not great pitie, 


Co le him dye in luche aduerſitie: 


We had allo read full many a day tofoze,. 
The great banichment and perlerution 
Ol Argiuois:how kyng Gelanoze 
Wag cruelly put from his region, 
Ind his lieges ofindignacion _ 
In his place they ſet one Danaus, 

Sonne and alſoheyze tothe God Bw. 
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The people of malyte did him lo encomber, 
To encreale his (020w and his aduerſitie: 
And fyfty daughters he had allo in number, 
And Edippus his bzother alſo pardy 

Had fiſtye ſonneg (the ſtoꝛies ye may (e) 

At wene the whiche in ſurety of honde 

In mariage there was made a bonde, 


Under the which compaſſed was treaſon, 
Couertip, though they did it hide. 


But it pe liſt haue cleare inſpection 


Ok this ſtoꝛy vpon euerp ſide, 

Reade the legende of Cupide 

Which that Chaucer in oꝛder as they ſtode, 
Compyledof women that were called good, 


Touchyng the ſt oꝛy of kinge Pandion 

And ok his goodly fapze daughters twayne, 
How Thereus falſe of condicicn 

Them to deceiue did his buſp payne: 

They bothe named of beauty louerayne, 
Goodly Pꝛogne, and yonge Philomene, 
Bothe innocentes of intent full cleane, 


Their piteous fall in open to expzeſſe, 
It were to me but a pꝛeſumption, 
Syth that Chaucer did his bulines 

In his legende as made is mencion, 
Their martyꝛdome and their paſſton 
Foꝛ to rehearſe them, did his buſy payne 
Is chiete P oete called of Bꝛytapne. 


Ol good women a boke he did wzite, 

The number vncomplete fully of ninetene: 
Ind there the ſtoꝛy plainely he did endite, 

Of Thereus, of Piogne, andPhilomene, 
Where pe map le their legende, thus J mene: 
Do them woꝛchyp a foꝛth their life evo 

Foꝛ aclere my2roz betaule there be but fewe. 


J will paſſe ouer, and ſpeake of thẽ no moze, 

Ind vato Cadmus fozthe my ſtyle dzelle⸗ 

70 my wzytynge, yet it greueth me ſoze. 
ouchynge women ol fapeth oꝛ ſtablenes 

Bleſſed be God J fynde none exceſſe, 

And fo2 there be (o fc we as thinketh me. 

The good ſhoulde be had in moze deyntie. 

Lenuope. 


L. His tragedy beareth to you wytneſſe, 
How Saturnus by diſpoſition 
Maliciouſiy of his frowardnes, 

Cauſeth of Juno full great infection: 

She ok nature conueyeth the nature doun: 
The ayze infect whiche no man may luttour 
Cömeth death anone, & al thing doth deuour 


Time fr6 Adam mine auctcur dothe expꝛeſſe 
Downeto Nemrothe by computation, 

Y is ſt ile tonueyed by great auiſenes, 

From zozoaſtes to kyng Pharaon: 
Oftvaodeluges he maketh mencion. 

In Teſſalpthe vengeaunce gan laboure, 
And in Ichata Thebes to deuoure. 


pe haue ofheates hearde the exteſſe: 

Ok pꝛintes, pꝛynteſſes, fuli great deſtruction, 
Of Egiltus the great wzeichednes, 

The fury of Thereus the wo of Pandton, |, 
Ol the two liſters the conſulion, 

And how their fate gan vpon them loure, 
Their felicitie vnwarely to deuoure. 


2ynces pꝛinteſſes pour epen do bp dꝛeſſe, 
me ane the eyen of your diſcreſion, 
Se okthis woꝛlde þ chaunge the doublenes, 
The great bnlurenes,the variacion, 
And aduert fo2 all your great renowne 
Fo0:tuus dewes whã they moſt (wetely hour 
Than is Ge faiſeſt,your glozy to deuoure. 
The. vii.Chaptcr. 
Cho Jupiter rauiched Europa, a how Cad 
mus was lent to ſeke her in diuers regions. 
He reherſal of manp an olde poete, 
D Bp dilcent the line conueyed downe: 
+. 35 « Next Saturnus the mighty kyng ol 
Ioue was crovoned by ſucceſſion; (Crete, 
As next his heyze by pzocreacion 
After his father the lande to enherite, 
Raygning in Crete, as poetes liſt to w2yte, 


One ol the linage as J pou tolde befozne 

Ok the Gods, moſt ſouerayne and entere: 
And though he were of hloude ſo high pboꝛne 
He chole Europe foꝛ to be his fere. 

And downe diſcended fr his heanenlyſpere, 
As hethat was foz all his deitie, 


Surpꝛpled in hart with her great beauty, 


And che was daughter to a mighty kyng, 
Called Agenoꝛ by lineall diſcent, 

Whole mighty kigdom a tyal faire dwellyng 
Was in Phenice toward the ozient, | 
And to Araby his lande was adiacent: 
at re by ſouth as ye may read and le, 
Toward the parties of the redde lea. 


But Jupiter whanhe did aduert 

Of Europa the great ſemelineſſe, 

He thought he was wounded to the hart, 
Unto the death,beholdyng her fapzenes. - 
Ind fox his coſtraynt a his moʒ tall diũ reſſe 


Seyng the was ſo fapꝛe in his ſyght, 
He rauiſhed her of very fozce and might. 


But Agenoz her owne father dere, 

Began on this caſe,full piteouſly complayne, 
When che, alas, moſt goodly and entere, 

Was him biraft whiche doubled al his paine. 
Kecure was none, though he did pleyne, 
Tyll he remembꝛyng on his regaly, 
Thought he woulde lende to alpy 


His ſonne Cadmus her to recure apene, 

Foz to ſeatche het in many a region: 
Where ſo his labour wer fructuous oz baine, 
His father ſet him a fell condicion, 

Not to returne by none occaſion, 

And therupon made him to be bounde, 

Tyll þ he had the kinges daughter founde, 


He toke his <yps by great auiſenes, 

And began toſayle inmany a ſtraunge ſee: 
Did his labour and his bulines: 

With many a woꝛthy that were W him pꝛeue: 
But when that he ofreaſon did ſe 

There was no meane foꝛ which that he was 
Foz to accoplithe the fine of his entent, Clent 


With glad hart deuoyde of grutchyng, 
Seyng the caſe frowarde and contrary, 
Humble of his cheare toke his exilinge: 

And of manhode lift not him ſelfe diſpayze, 
But with his meyne kntghtly gan repay2e 
Towarde Grece, # piteouſly there tolande, 
Ok Appollo foꝛ to vnderſtande 


To what party that he might dꝛawe, 

He pꝛayed God to woche him oz rede, 

Some token chewe oz (ome maner ſawe, 
Into what Ile that he myght him ſpede: 

Oz that he woulde graciouſly him leade 
Where as he myght builde a citye 

That were acco2dyng to him & to his meynie 


Ind to Appollo he did ſacrifice, 

Ind made to him his oblation: 

Che God requiryng goodly to deuile, 

To what lande oꝛ to what region, 

Foz his dwellyng and habitacion 

He ſhoulddzawe withouten moꝛe obſtacle, 
Foz him and is to make his habitacle. 


. $J | +- | 
Ind Cadmus thus befoze Appollo ſtode, 
Knelyng a with full great reuerente: 
Ind in the temple of Delphog ſtyll abode 
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With hũble entendaunce & denout diligence, 
Mekely beſechyng by wozd oꝛ by ſum {entece 
That Ippollo woulde to him vncloſe 

To what party he ould him ſelfe diſpoſe, 


(This was his aunſwere in concluſion, 
Is the ſtatue to him did erpzeſſe; 

(To go and ſerche countreys enuy2on, 
And tyll he found, do his bulineſſe 
Abulle, that were excellent of lapzenes: 
Vhiche by pzecept of Ippollos lawe, 
Had neuer afozne in poke ydzawe, 


And where that euer ſekyng that he fonde, 
A bull ſtande ſtyli in his paſture, 

Appollo bade vpon that (ſame londe 

Where as he leeth this ſyght of auenture, 
That he Goulde do his buly cure 

To builde a citye, he and his folkes all, 
And Bocciaafter the Bulle it call. 


And whi that Cadmus Þ pꝛecept bnderſtode 
And in learchyng did his buſines, 

He founde a place where a bulle ſtode 
Feadyng hym ſelfe, whiche as by likenes 
Was a place full plealaunt of largeſſe: 

Where as he ſtynt, ve gan a citye rayſe, 
Which the poctes greatly cõmend and pzaiſe; 


Ind 5 his buildyng myght the moze auaple, 
All the foꝛeyns that did about him dwell, 
Full like a knyght, by foꝛce and by battayle 
Out of that countrep he did them expell: 
Rayſynge a citie whiche that did excell. 

And as Dude allo recoꝛdeth the ſame, 
Unto thys day of Thebes beareth the name. 


And he was not onely glozified 

Foz rearyng vp ofthis great citye, 

But he was alio magnified | 

Foz his manhode,# his magnanimitie: 
And moſtcommended il ye liſt to ſe, | 
Foz the ſurmountyng a famous excellence, 
Whiche that he had in wyſdome and ſcience; 


Foz as myne aucthour, of him liſt indite, 
Chꝛough his noble pzudent puruepaunce, 

He taught fygures,#+letters foꝛ to waite: 
And made lawes of full great ozdinaunce, 
Among the Grekes, and ſet agouernaunce - 
(Thetc vycious life by vertue to teſtrayne, 
Ind who outrated;was puniſhed w the pain 


And ofentent to encreaſe hys lynage, 3 
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And his citye alſo foz to multiply, 

He toke a wife that was but pong ofage, 
And the was called as bokes ſpecify, 
Hermpone:and touching her alye, 

Though that che were bozne of royall bloud, 
She was allo bothe iolp, fayze,and good, 


And this was done as weiteth mine auctour, 
Alter the death of wozthy Jolue: 
Sothonyell beyng lucceſſour, I 
Haupug the leadyng and the ſoueraintie 
Ok Jlraell,whan Thebes the citye 

Was founded firſt in the dayes olde, 

By kyng Cadmus, tofoze as J you tolde, 


Foure daughters he had by his lyue, 

Full fay2e echone and goodly on to le: 

And their names to reherſe blyue, 
Semele was the eldeſt, and next Acthonle 
The thirde in oꝛder was called Jnoe 

And Igane was yongeſt of them all, 

Of the whiche daughters thus it is befall. 


They were echone of poꝛt and of manere, 
Full well fauoured in euerp mans (yght, 
Right womanlp, aud heauenly of their chere, 
And foz their beauty their father anone right 
As it was ſittyng, wyth all his full myght 
Like their eſtates,birthe,and allo their age, 
Made the be wedded,and toyned in mariage, 


To woꝛthy p2inces, his linage to auaunce, 
Ind they encrealed by pzocreation, 

Wherof the kynge had full great pleaſaunce: 
Ind great reioplyng in his opinion, 

To laue his lyne by generation, 

With his neuewes and coſyns of alye, 
Fro da to dap, to ware and multiply, 


And this encreaſed his felicitie, 

Vyan he conſidered verely in dede 

The riche buildynge or his royall citye, 
And Foꝛtune did his bꝛydle leade 

To great riches, in bokes as J reade, 

To great nobles, hauyng great reſidence, 
In his citye of moſte mag nikicence. 


His daughter Semele recozd of mine auctoz, 
Though che dilcended were of the bloud ryal, 
To Jupiter che was paramoure: 

And by his power luperceleſtiall, 

She conceined in elpeciall? 

(Is poetes of her liſt to endite) | 
Him that is god of grapes redde and whites 


Called Bachus:whiche hath the gouernaũce 
Of wpnes all and the regaly: 

Wyerof after was take full great vengeaſice, 
Foz when Juno did firſt eſpye 

Ok Jupiter the great auoutrye, 

Ok great hatred and enupous deſire, 

She made Semele to be bzent w (odayn lire 


By diſcendyng of a ſodayne leuine: 

And on Semele the vengeaunce downe wer, 
Fro Juno telous,cleped quene of heauen, 
To wee her w2ath purpoſely yſent. 

And foze the flame conſumed was and ſpent : 
There was of her left no remembꝛaunte, 
But of the ende the wofull moꝛtall chaunce, 


Allo Actheon the ſonne of Acthonte, 

To great miſchefes and infoztunes bone 
Whole father called was Eriſte, 

Come of the kinred that J you tolde tofozne - 
With cruell houndes alas he was totozne: 
Fo: that he ſa we, as bokes oft him tell 
Dyana naked, bath her in a well, 


And as Poetes remember at the leſt, 
Whan the ladyes of Thebes the citpe, 
Helde of Bachusg ſolemnely the feaſte, 

The ponger ſiſter called Agane, | 
Daughter to Cadmus, alas it was pitie 
Iyenſt her ovone ſonne deare, 

She was lo wode and moztall of her cheare 


Murderyng hym in full cruell wiſe 

In her rage:ſhe was ſo furious 

Foꝛ he lough at the ſacrifyce 

In Thebes done by women to Bachus. 
The whiche fonne was called Pantheug, 
Whom that che ſle we w a ſharpe dart, 
In her wodenes, as the him founde apart. 


Theſe great miſchenes fell in the lyne 
Of king Cadmus thzough his vnhappy chace 
Foꝛtune his nobleſſe gan vndermyne, 

And thought ſhe would his glozy diſauaunge 
All wozldly gladnes is medled w greuauncs . 
Experience in Cadmus ye may le, | 

Do impoztable was his aduerſitis. 

Foz while he ſate moſt higheſt in his glozy, 
No part clipſed of his pzolperitie, (gh 
His bꝛyght renowne and his royall memozy, 
In realmes ſpꝛedde, # many afarxe coſitreys 
He moſte wealfullinhis high less,, 


Het tb his linage molt high in noble, 
| Then 


* a 
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Than came Foztune the falſe enchauntereſſe, 


Okwilkulneſſe and founde occaſion 

Iyenſt Cadmus, and made his renowne dul: 
Ok his kynred by falſe colluſion, | 
She gan away the bzyghteſt fethers pull. 
And whan his chining was wart vp to 5 full 
After the chaunge of foztunes lawe, 

His glozy gan Diſcrece and withdzawe, 


Ft was moze greuous to his dignitie, 

I (odayne fall from his high nobleſſe, 
Than if that he had neuer be 
Set in the ſtate ofyis great wozthines; 
Foz the furious moztall heauines 

Ol his kinred without any moze, 
Would haue greued a poze man full ſoze. 


And amonge his ſozowes euerychone, 
To rehearſe playniy as it was, 


Z dare atfirme how that there was one 


Moſt hozrible a dꝛeadtull in ſuch a caas: 


Fo Cadmus ſonne called Ithamas, 


Dis lonne in lawe,thzough falſe melancoly, 
Fell ſodapnelp into a frenely. 


Ot whom the wife was called Jnoe, 
Cadmus daughter as ye haue heard expꝛeſſe 
Which thzough the cõſtraynt of his infirmitte 
In his rage and furious wodenes, 

Chougyt that his wyfe was a lyoneſſe, 

And in his wylde ymaginacions 

That his two childzen were allo two lyong, 


Ind vpon them full loude he gan to crye, 
Towarde his wife in haſte he came anone: 
And from her armes there was no remedy, 
The childe he rent, and on a craggy ſtone 
He gan to bꝛaſt it and bzeake it euery bone. 
The whiche childe Bochas wꝛiteth thus 
Full tender and pong called was Learchus. 


Ind all this wofull and ſodaine aduenture, 
Ok this rage whan that Ge toke hede, 

As moſt ſoꝛowfull of any creature 

Her other childe ſhe heat anone foz dzede, 
Foz of (uccour ſhe knewe no better (pede, 
So as the might gan haſte out of his light, 
But welaway,as ſhe toke her to lyght 


Her hulbande tame after purſu 
Like a woode Lyon in his crueltie, 
Downe from a hill whiche was 
She and her childe fell into the lee, 
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Was it not tuthe, was it not pitye, 
A kings daughter, her loꝛd i Thebes crouned 
He to be woode, and che ſoz feare dzowned; 


Lo here the fine of Cadmus euery deale: 
Bis childꝛen ſlayne, and his allies all, 
And he hun (elfe from foztunes whele 
LOhan he wened leſte,full ſodaynly is fall. 
His little ſuger tempꝛed with moche gall: 
02 among all his moztall peynes, 
is liege men of Thebes citezyneg 


Made ayenſt him conſpiration, 
Put him in exile, and his wife alſo: 
His (ons #daughters bzought to deſtruction 
And to the encreaſe of his moztall wo, 
He and his wife compelled bothe two 
Ju verp pouerte and very indigence 
n their laſt age to purchace their dilpence, 


© hus of Cadmus the ſozowes to diſcriue, 
And his miſchiefe to put in remembzaunce: 
He baniſhed was twiſe by his lyue, 

Firſt by his fathers cruell ozdinaunce . 

Ok his ſiſter to make enquiraunce: 

And alder laſt in his vnweldy age 

He was compelled to holde his paſſage 


Out of Thebes, his wife and he alone, 

Jn ſoꝛow wepyng to actompliche their daies 
nto Jilery togither they be gone: 

Their pacience put at fell aſſapes, 

Whole bitternes felt none alaies, 

Alſo of their ende, and vnhappp fate, 

Ne of their death, J finde none other date. 


Saue that Ouide maketh mencion, 

And John Bochas the poete excellent 
Say that two bzethzen,zethus and Imphion 
Out of Thebes bp one aſſent; 

Haue this Cadmus into exile ſent, 

His wyfe alſo:after their high nobleſſe, _ 
Co ende their life in ſozow and wzetchednes, 


But the Gods of mercy and pitye, 

Wha they the (aw by foztune thus caſt doun, 
From their eſtates into great pouercie, 
Hauyng of them full great compaſſion, 
They made of them a tranſfozmacion, 
Of bothe twayne,them yeuyng alikeneſſs 
Hf terpentes, to lius in wylderneg. 
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2 eſlate map him ſelfe aſſure, 

Foz to tonſerue his life in ſiner nes: 
Dnat wozldlp toy map here long endures 

£2 where Gall men finde now ſtablenes, 
Suche kinges + pꝛinces fro their high nobles 
(Kecozd of Cadmus ) ben ſodẽly bzought low 
And from the whele of foꝛtune ouerthꝛow: 


Who may ſuſtepne the pyteous aduenture 
Ok this tragedy,by wꝛityng to erpreſſez 

It is like tothe chaunteplure Hz * 
Beginnypng with ioy, endyng in wzetchednes, 
All woꝛldliy bliſſe is meinte with bitternes. 
The lodayn chaũg therof may no man know 
Foz who lytteth higheſt is ſoneſt ouerthzow. 


Mas in this woꝛld yet neuer creature, 

(Keken vp pꝛinces fo2 all their hygh nobleſſe) 
But foꝛtune coulde enclyne them to her lure: 
Ind them enperiche thzough her frowardnes. 
Wherfoꝛe ye loꝛdes, w all pour great riches, 
Beware afoꝛe oꝛ ye daunce in the rowe, 

Ol luch as foꝛtune hath fro her whele thꝛow. 


The. viii. Chapter. 
(A p2ocelſe of Oetes kyng of Colchos, Ja⸗ 
ſon, Wedea,Theſeus,Scilla, Nilus, 
and other mo, 


Dan John Bochas was moſt dili- 
| To conſider the ſucceſſions (gent 
Ot lynages, with all his entent 
In his wꝛityng and diſcriptions, 
pyle the generations 
Ot many noble famous of eſtate, 


J mcane okluche as were infoztunate, 


In his lerchyng he kounde not out a fewe 
That were vnhappy founde in their liupnge: 
To his pꝛelẽce anone there gan hym ſhewe 
A multitude, full piteouſly wepynge: 
Among whiche full dole fully playnyng, 
Came r hath coplaynt begüne, 
Kyug of Colchog,and lonne vnto the lunne. 


Fo: of Phebus which is bꝛyght and clere, 
Poetes wzite that he was ſonneand heyzey 
Becauſe he was lo myghty ot power, 

So freche, ſo luſty. ſo manly and ryght fapze: 
But of foꝛtune he fell in great diſpapte, 
Curſyng his fate, and his deſtapne | 
Wyen Jaſon firſt entred his countrey againe 


By Pelleus ſent from Tellalp, 


There to actompliche by diligent labour 

The great empꝛiles thꝛough his chiualry, 

(If God and foꝛtune liſt do to him fauoure) 
t they might winne the excellent trealour 

This is to meane that he were lo bolde, 

The tam to aſſau which bare þ flece of gold. 

1 $ f - 


This J aſon thꝛough countaile of Medee, 


By ſoꝛtety and incantacion, | 


The bulle lough hozrible toztoſe, 

Ind vainquiſhed the venimoug dzagon, 
The kyng diſpoyled of his poſſeſſion, 
Iccompliſhed with carectis and figures 
Of Coichos the dzeadful aduentares; 


And afterwarde when he his purpoſe had, 
He left Oetes in full great dilpapꝛe: 

And Medca fo2th with him he lad, 

And her bꝛother, which was the kyngs heyꝛe. 
But as Jlinde howe in his repapꝛe 

Out of Colchos whan they gan remue 
Kinge Oetes alter them gan ſue, 


Upon Jaſon anenged foz to be, 

Without tariyng he folowed pꝛoudlp: 

The whiche thing when Jaſon did le, 

This Medea gan (ape a remedy: 

She tokeher bꝛother and ewe him cruelly, 
And him diſmeb2ed as bokes make minde, 
Ind piecemele in a felde behinde 


She gan him caſt all beſpzeint with bloude, 
Wherof his father when he had a ſyght, 

Full pale ot chere till in the felde he ſtode, 
While che and Jaſon toke them vnto flyght, 
I rrowe that tyme the moſt wokull wyght 
That was on liue, whan he did know 

His childe dilmem bꝛed and abꝛode yſowe, 


Whiche cauſe was, alas, and welaway 
(That he ſo ſtont as man diſconſolate, 

While that Jaſon fro Colchos went away? 
Ind Medea moſt takoztunate, | 
Was rote and ground ofthis moztall debate, 
Foꝛ who ſaw euer, 02 redde of luche another, 
To laue a ſtraunger lilt to flea her bzother 


Foꝛſoke her father, her countrey and kinred, 
The lande emperiſhed through her robbery, 
Of her woꝛchyp toke none other hede, 

Loue hath her bꝛought in ſuche a fantaſp. 
And while that che abode in Teſlalp, 

And with Jaſon did there loiourne, 

She made E lon to youth returne. 


A yarde che toke that was dꝛie andolde, 
And with yer herbes and commirtions, 

She made it boyle, in Ouide it is tolde: 

Ind by charectes and incantacious, 

And with the craft of her confurations, 
(The parde began to bud and bloſſome newe, 
Ind to beare frute and leaues freche of hew, 


Ind ſemblably with her confcetions, 

His olde humours ſhe hath depured cleane: 
And with her luſty freche pocions, 

His empty ſkynne tremblyng and right leane 
Pale and wanne that no bloude was ſene, 
But as it were a deadly creature, 

All this hath che tranſfozmed by nature, 


Made him luſty, and frech ofhis courage, 
Glad of hart, liuely of cheare and (yght, 
Right well chered,and clere of his vyſage, 
Wonders deliuer both of tozce and mygyt: 
In all his members as weldy and as lyght 
Is euer he was, in the ſame eſtate 

By craft of Medee he was lo alterate. 


After all this, apenſt kyng Pelleus 

She began to maligne, vicle vato Jaſon, 
Ind of enuy ſhe pꝛoceadeth thus: 

The kings daughters che dꝛaweth to her and 
Them counſaplyng that they chould gone 
Unto their father, playnly vnto hun lapne, 
If he delired to be pong agayne, 


Full reſtozed his fozce to recure, 

Ind therwithall in luſty age floure, 
She behight to do her buſy cure, 
Lykehis deſire to helpe and ſocoure: 
Aud in this matter ſo crafty laboure 
Fynally ſtande in the ſame caſe, 

To be made ponge as his bzother was. 


Touchyng whiche thing foz moze euidente, 
This Medea hath to the daughters tolde 
O k entent to peue the moze credence, 

She bade the take a tamme 5; was right old 
And wyth a knyfe foz to be ſo bolde 

To lea the beaſt befoze them there he ſtode, 
And in a veſſell dzawe out the olde bloude, 


Fullye affirmpng like as it were true, 
That he Gould be a lambe agayne. 

Fo2 he bycraft would his blonde remus 
In ſuch wiſe by euidens playne, 

Chat ot elde no token Goulde be ſepne, 
In all his membzes as luſty and enter 
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Is was e lambe eyned ofon? pere. 


And here vpon in luche leyghty wile, 

She began a pꝛoceſſe of full falſe treaſon: 
The ſiſters made vpon the lambe to pꝛactile, 
Dꝛe we out his bloude, like her entencion: 
Ind che by craft of falſe illuſion, 

Blent their eyen by apparaunce in vayne, 
The olde Ram to ſeme alambe agarne. 


Thus Medea by her fleyght compaſſyng 
Of enup, and venemous hatred, 

Excited hath the ſiſters in wozkynge, 

Ayenſt their father moztaily to pꝛocede: 

W charpe kmues thei made their father blede 
Imiddes the hart, thzoughout enery vapne, 
Suppolyng thelely ſiſters twayne 


That Pelleus renued choulde be 
To pouth apen, of fozce and ot ſubſtaunce, 
But finally by treaſon of Medee, 

He loſt his life, luche was his wokull chaũce: 
She this wzought onely foz vengeaunce, 
Is rote and grounde of this cruell dede, 
Iyenſt the nature of all womanhede. 


Suppolyng in her opinion, 
(That the death greatly choulde pleaſe 
Of Pellius, bnto her lozde Jaſon, 
Thzough great encreaſe ſet his hart at caſes 
But it rebounded vnto his dileale, 

That finally Jaſon her fozſoke, 

Foz her offence, and he his way toke 


nto Cozynth to the kynge Creon, 

le daughter Creuſa fozher great beauty 
Was afterwarde wedded to Jaſon: 

But wh} this wedding was knowe toWede 
Caſt ſhe woulde theron auenged be: 
Began to conſpyzeofmalice andenuy, 

And thzough her magyke and her lozcery 


In kull great haſte gan to ozdayne 

Alittle coffer, onelp of entent: 

And by her yonge fapze ſonnes twayne, 
With other iewels Ce hath it ſent 

Unto Creuſa makyng a pzeſent, << 
Whiche of malyce che liſt to diſpoſe: 

That whan Creula the coffer did vnclole 


Che lyꝛe bꝛaſt out a full 1 ace, 

Bent Creula by full great vyolence: 

Set a kyze playnely all the place, | 
By enchauntment there by 3 Fe 
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All went a lire that was in her preſence, 
By vengeaunce did full great domage. 
But whan Jalon this fire ſawe in his rage, 


Und conlidered the malice of Medee, 
Thought he woulde do execution, 

Foz to puniche the great iniquttie, 

Apenſt him compalled of treaſon: 

Foz ſhe of vengeaunce apenſt all reaſon 
After that Creuſa conſumed was and bzent, 
Her owne lonnes whylom that che ſent 


Without ruth oz womanly pitye 

She falfly murdzed:the childzen that he bare 
(Like a ſtepmother auenged foz to be) 

Cut their thzotes, oʒ that they were ware, 
Apenſt nature, there was none other (pare: 
But foz hatred ſhe had vnto Jaſon, 

Ffter this murder ſhe fled awap anone, 


Do eſcapyng his indignation, 

By craft of magtke ſhe went at libertie 

To Athens, and in that region 

She wedded was vato the kyng Ege: 

Hot longe after a ſonne by him had che, 

The which child, mine auctour telleth thus, 
Ikter Medea, called was Medus. | 


After whole name the famous region 
pnamed was, which called is Mede. 
But folowyng euer her olde condicton, 
This Medea voyde of hame and dzead, 
Compaſſed hath of vilfull falſe hatred 
That Theſeus the lonne of kyng Ege, 
With newe poyſon hall deuoured be. 


But Theſeus full like a manly knyght 

In repayꝛyng home to his countrey, 

Ok high pzudence alpied anone ryght 
The moztal! vengeaunce, the great crueltie, 
Of this tepmother, dohiche ok enmttis 
Concluded hath in her entencion 

Him to deſtroy vnwarely, with poyſon, 


Her hart of malice, cruell, and hoz rible 

As che that was with treaſon euer alied, 
Whan that the ſawe her purpoſe moſte odible, 
By king Egeus fully was aſpted, 

She hath her hart and wittes newe applied 
As in their bokes poetes haue compiled, 
Apen to Jaſon to be reconciled, 


She fled away fo feare of Theſeug, 
Leſt he would done on her bengeaunce: 


And finally as wꝛiteth Ouidius, 

Ind mozall Sencke concludeth in ſentannee 
In his tragedies makyng remembzaunce 
Howe Medea, like as poetes ſayne, 

Unto Jaſon reſtozed was agapne. 


A ouchyng the ende of their furious diſcozde 
Poetes make therof no mencion, 

Neither tell no meanehow they fpll accozd, 
But if it were by incantation: 

VOhiche lo well coulde turne bp ſo down 
Sondꝛp thinges of loue and ofhatred, 

And in Bochas okt her no moze J read. 


Saue whan ſhe had ful filled her purpoſe, 
Mine aucthour telleth that Jaſon a Mede 
Reſtoꝛed haue apen bnto Colchog 

Her father Oetes, and from his pouertie 
Bꝛougyt him apen into his ropall ſee: 

And to his crowne by foꝛte they him reſtoꝛe, 
Touching his ende, ol him kind J no moze, 


Thus his foztunehath turned to and fro, 
Firſt like a kyng haupng ful great riches: 
After liuyng in pouertie and wo, 

Sythen reſtozed to his wozthines, 

Thus euer ſoꝛow is meint with gladnes, 
(Who can aduert) in all wozldly thing, 
Kecozd of Mpnos the noble wozthy kyng, 


To whom J mult now my ſtple dzelſe, 
Folowyng the traces of Bochaſtus. | 
The wiche Mynos, as Ouid doth expzeſle, 
Touchyng his byzthhe w2iteth plapnly thus 
That he was manly,wile,and vertuoug:; 
Sonne by diſcent of 7 upiter the great, 

And of Europa, bozne to be heyze of Crete, 


And ofhis perſon wonders delitable, 
Full renowmed of wildome, and ſcience, 
By diuers titles of laude commendable, 


Ok byꝛth, ofbloud, oł knighthode's pzudence, 


Foz by his ſtudy and entyꝛe diligence, 
He founde firſt lawes grounded on reaſon, 
LOherby of Crete the famoug region 


Gouerned was, and ſet in ſtablenes, 

All injuries and wꝛonges torefozme 
Made ſtatutes, extoꝛcions to repzeſſe: 

Ok right wilenes they toke the firũ foꝛme. 
And that eche man choulde him confozme 
Like their degrees, ſubiett and ſouerapne: 


Chat no man had a matter to „ 


He made his lieges to liue in quiete; 

Cleare chinyng in his ropall nobleſile, 

With (wozd and ſceptre, ſittyng in his lete: 
And while he floured in his wozthines, 
He toke a wile of excellent fapzenes, 
Doughter to Phebus, in Bochas ve map le, 
Ind che was called faire Paſiphae, 


And her father by recozd of weitpng, 

In his time was holden full famous: | 
Of the ple of Rhodes he was lozde aud kyng, 
And in his dayes ofpozt full glozious, 
Right pꝛoude in armes and victozious, 
Takyng witnes of Methamozpyoleos, 

Dis daughter had thze childzen by Mpnos. 


Thefirſt a ſonne called Indzoge, 

Ind afterward full faire daughters twayne, 
Ryght goodly and womanly on to le: 

But like as foztune did fox them oꝛdayne, 
They felt them ſelues in trouble and in papn, 
The one called Jriadne, # Phedza the other, 
Folowpng their fate it might be none other. 


Andzogeus by kyng Wynos was lent 

Foz he ould p2ofite in cleargy, 

To Athens, of vertuous entent 

There to ſtudy in philoſophy: 

And foꝛ he began to encreaſe and multiplp, 
And paſſe all other by ſtudy in learnyng, 
And toexcell his felowes in cunnyng, 


They ok enup and falſe malice, alas, 
Made ayenſt him a conlpiration: 
And from a pinacle ſacred to Pallas. 


Ok ful great heigth thei made him tiible doun 


Foz which iniury, Bochas maketh mencion, 
His father Mynos auenged fo: tobe, 
Layed a great power about the citie. 


He caſt him fully Þ no man Goulde him let, 
But that he woulde do cruelly bengeaunce: 
And rounde about ſo ſoꝛe he them beſet, 


With men of armes and with his o02dinaunce, 


That finallye he bꝛought them to vttraunce. 
And them conftrapned within a little (pace, 


Thetr lite. their death, lubmitten to his grace, 


But while they made ayenſt him reſiſtence, 
Duppolyng his power to withſtande, 
Nilus that was kyngof Megarente, 
Apenſt Mynos their party tone on hande: 
Ind oft times as ye chall vnderſtande, 
Wyan kyngMynos did the citpe aſſayle, 


of John Bothas. 
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that Mynos full like a manly knyght, 
Fought without, with Qurdy vyoleace:' ©: - 
ike Mars him ſelfe in tele armed bzyght. 
herot whan Scilla once had a ſyght, 


Daughter to Nyſusadnertyng his pzowes, 


Anone koz lone che tell in great diſtrefle,/ | 


She was ſuppꝛiſed with his high nobleſſe: 
His manly foꝛce expert manyfolde, 

Set Scilla in great heauines, 

Foz loue of Mynos in Poetes u is tolde, 
Made her hart pzeſume and be bolde, 
Fiyſt her life to put in ieopardy 

Her kathers life, the cite, the tleargy. 


From her hart loue hath let aſide; 
Apenſt nature, het bloude and her kynred, 
And all frendchyp from her gan deuidee 
And of her woꝛſhyp che toke no maner hede. 
Loue made her criel! ayeuſt ali womanhede, 
Firſt her hart lo ſoꝛe ſet a fixe, | 

Her fathe;s death falſely to conſpyze, 


oꝛ kyng Mynos beynga fraungere 

as ſo empꝛynted in her opinion, 

Ok creatures there ſtode none ſo nere, 

And foꝛ his ſake by full falſe treaſon, 

She compalled the deſtruction | 
Firſt ofher father, and than of the citpe. 
So ſtraunge a thing alas how myght it be, 


That a woman of peres pong and tender, 
'Coulde ymagen ſo marueplous a thing: 
But it falleth that creatures ſlender, 
Under face of angelike lokynge, EA 
Ben very wolues outwarde in wozkynge, - 
Alſo vnder coloure of their pozt feminine, 
Some ben found very lerpentyne, 


Lambes in hewyng, chadowed th mekenes, 
Cruel as Tyares, who doth to them offence; 
Of humble chere pzeten a likeneſſe, 
But wo, alas what harme doth apparente 
What damage doth counter faite innocence 
Under a mantell Gzoude of womanhede, 


han tapned fallenes doth the bzydleledez 


Foz this Scilla the kynges dere, 
gn whom he let his whole affection, 

is' hartes top, his pleaſaunce moſt entere, ' 
His wozldly bliſſe,his rn WE 
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But che all turned to his confuſion. 
Hot like a daughter, but like a ſozcereſſe, 
His deatycopaſied the ſtoyy beat eth witnes. 


Her father had 8 katall heer that one 
Bʒygytet then golde, in which he did aſſure, 
Manly to fight ape nſt his moztali lone: 
Fo2 in his head wohtle it did endute, 

He ould vainquiſhe and tecure, | 
And thzough his knighthode to his encreſe of 
In tuety quarei wyn the victozy. (glozpy 


But whi kyng Nyſus her father lay a ſlepe, 
Uponanghtparcell atoꝛe day, 

Full ſecretely oꝝ that he tokekepe, 

The heere of golds this Scillacut away! 
And vnto Mynos armed where he lay, 

Ohe him pꝛelented thzough her ozdinaunce, 
Of kalle entent him foz to do plealaunes. 


But in this matter like as wxiteth Ouyde 
Methamoꝛpholeos, who (0 taketh hede, 
Her father lleping, e knel yng byhis ſide 


Toke a ſharpe knite without feare 02 dzeade, 
Wyue he lap naked, ſhe cacft atwo his head: 
Ind ſtale away of full falſe entent, 

And to kyng Mpnos þ head che doch pꝛelent. 


And in her commyng to his pzeſence, 

Her fathers head when the afozehim laped, 
Nothing achamed of her great offence, 
Unto Mpnos thus che did obzaped, 

And with bolde chere euen thus che (ated: 

My loꝛde( quod che) w (uppot of pour grace, 
Peueth to mp tale, lealute, time and ſpace, 


Certes my loꝛde, loue hath ercyted me 

And conſtrapned to this crueli dede, 

To llee my tather, deſtrope any citie, 

Tao foꝛget my woꝛchpp, foꝛſake womanhead: 
And made me hardy to make my father blede 
Titngeshozrible thus haue J vndertake, 


Foz to accomplyche, onely fox pour ſake, 


My lelfe dicherited foꝛ loue of pour perſone, 
Called in my countrey a falle traptozeſſe: 
Diſconlolate,ſtale a wap alone, | 
Ofaew diffamed,and named a maiſtreſſe 
Ok kalle murder: I bzyng a great witnes, 
My fathers head and his deadly vylage, 
Apenſt nature to furthet your voyage. 


Wherfoze J pzay that yelilt aduertile, 
And conſidse like a _— | 
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How J foz loue towarde pour great emp2yſe 
And to great furtheryng alſo of your right 
Haue firſt my father depziued of his myght, 
Raft him his life,diſpoyled his riches, - 


To do plealaunce to your High nobles; 


And nothing aſke'J bntomygucrdon, 
Neither to my rewarde that may auaple, 

But that I might haue full poſſeſſion 

Of your perſon moſt woxthy in battayle: 
Foz there is no treaſure Þ might counterueyle 
To my deſire, as that you woulde in deds 
Goodly accept me and my womanhede, 


Pe may me laue and ſppli with a worde, 
Wake moſt glad, and moſt dolozoug: 
I not require of yon my louerayne loꝛde 


But that ye would be to me gracious. 


Foz bloud,and kinne, and my fathers houſe, 
All left behinde, if ye liſt aduert, 


And vnde parted yeue to ꝓou my hert. 


Which to your highnes ought ynough ſaffiſe, 
All thing conſidered in your royall eſtate; 
Concetaed alſo how in vncouth wile 

Foz your loue J ſtande deſolate, 

Saueof your mercy full difconſolate: 

Here is all and ſome, pour loue J bye ſo ſoze 
But ye do grace, I can ſay pou no moze, 


Ind whan the had her tale tolde knelyng, 
With a maner of pzetence of womanhede, 
Of all her treaſon a poynt not cõcelyng: 
The king aſtonied of her hozrible dede, 


By great aduile peyſed and toke hede, 


t was not littyng to pꝛynte no2 to kyng 
o do fauour to ſo frowardea thing. 


With troubled hart and with a fate pale, 

His loke vp caſt, laped: God fozbede 

That euer in Cronicle, in ſtoꝛp, oz in tale, 
That any man Could of Mynos reade 

How he (uppozted (o venemous a dede: 
Fauour a woman, alas, and well awap, 
Whiche ſlough her kather, whan he in bed lay 


But foꝛ your hatefull and bnkynde rage, 

1985 the gods echone, and Saturne, = 
02 to take bengeaunte on pour falſe outrage 

Euery where, whither pe do returne: 

And cuery place where as pe (oiourngs 

Lande and ſea oztly to expꝛeſſe, 


enfect wi r curledneſle, 
Ther ben th you your 


Pour owne mouth pour outrage doch atcuſe, 
Ind your actes ben ſo abhominable 

That pour giftes fully J do refule: 

They ben fo fro warde, and ſo repzouable, 
That your perſone difnaturell and vnſtable, 
Within my courte it were a thinge not faire, 


That yeoulde #bpde,o2 haue repaire. 


Pe be fo hateful oneuery ſide 

And contrarious of condicion , ' : © 

J p2aye'Cellus which oferth is gide, 
And to Neptunus J make this oziſon, 
As ferre as ſtretcheth their dominacton, 
Under the bound of their regaly, 

I dwellinge place that they to you deny. 


Whan Minos had his anſwere thus deuiſed, 
On reaſon grounded and equite: 

Ind Scilla ſawe howe Ge was dilpiſed, 
Knewe no part ie, paſſage, ne countre, 

To finde ſocour whether che might ye. 

But dilpeired lyke a trattoureſſe, 

Towarde the lee anone the gan her dzelle 


To entre the water plainly if che mighte, 
Foz vety chame her ſelfe foz to chꝛonde: 
Ind whau the goddes thereofhad a ſight, 
They turned her, as they þ might # coude 
In to à quaile, foꝛ to ſing loude. 

Her father Niſus they dyd alſo tranfmewe 
In to a ſparhauke the quaile topurſue, 


This was the ende of Niſus x Scille. 
Ind afterwarde of Athenes the toune, 
Was yelded vp to ftande at the will 


Ok kinge Mes : with this condicion 
Cuery pexe, bp reuoſucion, 

They of the titie hould not delay 
Nyne of theyz chyldzen foz a tribute pape. 


This was by Minos the impoſicion 
Upon Athenes, and of very dꝛede 
(They obepẽd, as made is mencion, 


And their chil | 
ete,tye WE notaur 1d 
Unto this monftre ozt 


pned foꝛ repa | 
Which at their coming deuoured were in hall. 


But oz that J fozther do pzocede 

In this mater, J voyldompcure 
To declare if yely> to take hede, 

Of this monſtre to tell the engendzure, 
Uncouth toheare and ayenſt nature: 
Foz bythe wzityngeof Duidiug, 


hrs 


of John Bochas. 


That was departed, 
And as the poete by waiti 


Leaf.rit. 
Thys vgly beaſte was engendzed thus. 


Minos bad a bulle of greate fayzenes, 

Dhite as milke,and the Henk Pan b 

1 lic and made his £ N ELD, 
at apenſt binde with her be bad to de, 
eaſt monſtruoug 

Valle bill hat e man: 

techeth vs, 


Ok al Minotaures thus the name began. 
Ind Dedalus not longe after, whan 


| , TY 
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And toneeyued 


w | 
is m ſtre was by 114 140 bzought, 
his ſubtle wozbmi hath an houſe ywzoght 


Called Laberinthus, diners an dncouth, . 
Full of w2ynkels and of ſtraungenes, 


Ugly to knowe whichis nozth oz ſouth, 
e ld hym dzeſſe: | 
olzes were there blent W furidus derknes. 


Who that d d,his retoutne was in veyn; 
Wythout a clewe toz to relozt agen. 


Of Minotaurus thys was the habitatle, 
Lykea pꝛiſon made foz turmentry: 

Foz dampned folkea paynefull tabernacle, 
Fo: all that lay there in ieoperdp, | 
Che monſtre muſt deuoure them, and defy, 
And ſpecially was ozdayned thys turment, 
Foꝛ all that were doun from Athenes (ent; 


But in this mater ſome folke vary, 

And affermehow that quene Paliphae 

Df kyng dino loued a lecretarye, 

Called Taurus, in Bochas pe map le: 

Ind thus the kinge foz all his ryalte _ 
Dilteiued was:foz who map any whyle 

Him ſelſe pzeſerue,where women lyſt begflet 


Foz by this Taurus,Bochas bereth witnes, 
Nuene Paſliphae had a childe full faire, 
Minos not knowing by no likenes, 

But the chtlde was bozne to be his heire, 
Dis truſt was good, he fell in no diſpaire: | 
Foz ſome huſbandes, as poetes ow tũpiled, 
Whych moſt aſlure, ratheſt ben begiled. 


Innocentes tan not deme amps, 
Namely of wines that ben founde true: 
Clerkes may mite, but doutles thus it is. 
Ok their nature they loue nothynges newe, 
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the maher pemey le. 
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pet fo2 a faute,the toule is not fozſake, 
Of this mater w2yte J wyll nomoze: 


But aye the tribute and ſeruage of the toun 
{2 20cedeth foꝛth, they coſtreyned were lo ſoze, 


L yke as their lot turned bp aud doun: 

Foꝛ there was made none excepeion _ 
Ok high ne lowe, neyther loure ne lwete, 

But as it ſell, they were ſent into Crete. 


The ſtatute was ſo inly rigoꝛous, 

They teke their ſ xt as it came aboute: 

Tyli at thelaft it fell on Theſeus, 

That he mought go foꝛth amonge the route, 
Kpng Egeus kon, beynge in great dout 
Touchig his life, which might not be locozed, 
But that he muſt wyth other be deuoured. 


Which Theſeus foz hys worthyneſſe, 

And of his knighthode fo2hys great entre ſe, 
Though manly fozce and fo2 his pꝛowes, 
Somtpme was called the feconde Hercules: 
Xmong Amalones he put hymſelfe in pzeſe, 
Wedded Jpolita,as bokes ſpecifpe, 

Tye hardy quene called of Feminpe. 


Fad afterwarde to Thebes he is gone, 

Holpe the ladyes in eſpeciall, 

Which that cõpleined vpon the king Creon, 
ich tht diſt roubled ke their eſtate rial 

Toͤ holde and halowe the feſtes funerall 

Oft their lozdes, quenes, and painceſſes, 

Df wifelp truth to che we their kyndneſſes. 


Foꝛ whan thys duke the maner had ſene, 
And of Creon the great iniquite, 

To the ladyes he made deliuer ayene 
The loꝛdes bones, ot ruth andofpyte: 
pet in his youth out of this cite, 

He was deliuered by ſtatute ful odible 
To be devoured of this beaft hozrible. 


He gothe to p2iſon foꝛ all his ſemelyneſſe, 

Is the ſtatute felly dyd o2depne; 

But ok ruti and tender gentplnes 

Hym to pꝛeſerue from that deedly payne 

Ok king Minos þ goodly doughters twaine 
Zriadne hopes remedie, 

Jud feire Phedꝛa, that he choulde not dye. 


That was dꝛedrul and vgly foz to le: 


- 


The firſt boke 


St :dfaft of hert, they chaunge not their hew, By them be feaped, whereof he was ful faine 
Hauhkes beſt pzcued (time a chek can make, Led them wyth hym cowarde his countte: 
And by the wape deuoyde of all pyte, 
Auadne ful falſely he hath fozſake, 

Apenſt his ſuraunce, & Phedza he hath take. 


In mpddes the lea he lelt ber in an ple, 


Towardes no partye ſhe kne we no declyne: 


She wepeth, che crieth, alas the hard while, 


Foz of her fate thys was the moztall fyne: 


That foꝛ pite, Bachus the god of wyne 


Toke her to wife, whole croune of tones fine 
Dothnowe in heauen with. ix.ſterres hync. 


Thus of Theſeus pe may beholde and ſe 
To Ariadne the great vnſtedfaſtnes. 
The great bntruth,the mutabilite, 


The bꝛoke aſſuraunte, ⁊ the newe fauglenes: 


But ſely women kepe their ſtedfaſtues. 


Euer vnfomted,ſaue ſumtyme of thep2 kiade, 
Thep muſt the puruep whan men be vakind. 


Of Theſens I can no moꝛe nowe larne, 


In this matter to make of hym memozy: 
But to kxtige Pinos J wyll reſozt againe, 
To tell howe foztune euer falſe x tranſitozy, 
In what poyntes defaced hath his glozy, 


Fyꝛſt of eche one, Bochas doth ſpecitye, 
Ok Paliphae the foule aduoutry, 


Which was his wpfe, ⁊ ſtode well his grare. 


To his plealaunce Ge was molt ſoueraine, 
But a me of a mali treſpate 


Made 


er loꝛde at her dildapne: 


But he of wyldome bare pzeutly his paine. 


Foz in uche caſe, this is mylentence, 


Let pzudent huſbandes take them to pacit᷑ce. 


On other thynges Mynos gan alſo cõplaine, 
Hauynge in hert thereof full great greuaice: 
That he ſo loſt his fayzedoughters twapne, 
And Winotaurus ſlavne wyth milchaunce, 


Alſo to hym it was a great greuaunce 
That Theſeus was gone at liberte, 
And from all tribute deliuered hys cite, 


That Theſeus Ariadne fozſoke: 
It liked himalſo not the manere 


Untohis wpfe that he Phedza toke. 
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Firſt Demophoon and next Antiochus. 


It greued him allo in tountinaunce & chere 


Alſo 


Alſo Theſeus after gan hym dzawe, 
Towarde Cecile,in ſtele armed clene: 
With Peritheus, in armes his felaws 

Fo to tauyche Pꝛoſerpiua the quene: 
But of entent Phedza ful vnclene, 

Loued her ſteplonn, called Jpolitug, 

But foz he was to her daungerous 


And to her luſt froward and contrarp, 

In bis appoꝛt not goodly ne benigne, 

Ok her falſe entent anon che gan to vary, 
Apenſt hym full felly to maligne: 

Ind to her pꝛince of many token and ligne 
Ok womanhede, che gan hym accuſe, 

Her auoutry faiſly to excuſe, 

Who ſayth that women can not ymagyne 
Jn their deffencetales vatrue, 

To their delire if men liſt not enclyne, 
Neither on their feyned falſe wo to tue: 
Anon they can compaſſe thynges new, 
Fythe and finde out of theirentencion, 

I couert cloude to hadowe their traiſon. 


She hath accuſed yonge Jpolitus 
Of falſe auoutrye in hys tendꝛe age: 


Tolde and affirined to Duke Theſeus, 


With ful bolde chere, and ful playne viſage, 
Howe he purpoled foꝛ to do outrage, 

Only by fozce her beaute to oppꝛeſſe, 

Her lozde beleching,to rekozme and dzeſſe 


The great iniquitie done to his wife 

Whyple he was abſec,foz thing Þ bare charge. 
Wpues of tales ſomtyme ben inuentike 
To luſlre their tonges falſly ſlye n at large, 
But folkes þ liſt of domage the diſcharge, 
Dfluch accuſyng ne take they none hede, 
Tyll the truth be tried out in dede. 


— nothynge of wpues that ben good, 
Nepyther of women Þ flouren in innocence; 
Fox god fozbede and the holy roode, 

But men Gould do due reverence - 

To their nobleſle and their excellence: 
Declare their bounte, ⁊ their vertue (ewe, 
Ind thẽ cheriche, becaule there be but fewe, 


Touching the accuſing ayenſt Jpolitug, 
Though it lo were that it was fals in dede, 
pet he foz hame and fere of Theſeus 
As in the ſtozp ye map behold and red 
In his hert he caught amaner dzede 
That he alas thys ſely yonge knight, 


of John Bothas. 


LLeaf.riit. 
Fled a withdzewe hi out ofhys fathers ſight, 


ys indignacion playnly foz to eſchewe 
hough by deſert,in him there was no lacke: 
Ok haſty dꝛede as he gan remewe 

Oz in a chare, oꝛ on hoꝛſe backe, 

His hozle afrayde, there fel a ſodeine wꝛacke: 
Doun fro a roch pendaunt as pe ſhall lere, 
He and his chare were dzowned both in fere, 


Thus vngilty in his moſt luſty pouth, 

He was tonueied to his diſkruction: 

The ſclander conſpired as it is wele couth 
By falſe Phedza:but in coneluſion, 

(The ſclander tarned to her confuſion. 

Foz whanthe wyſt Ipolitus was dede 
Thzough her dekaut, anon foz chame e dꝛede 


She toke s (werde full charpe ygrounde, 
And therewithall che raft her hert atweine. 
Lo howe Þ vegeatice woll euer apen reboſide, 
On them that falſely do their buſy peine 

To ſclaunder folke;foz like as they oꝛdeine 
With their diſtames other folkes to wyte, 
God at laſt their malice tan aquite. 


But lome bokes of Phedꝛa do recoꝛde 


That heaſhamed and confuſe of this dede, 
Hing her lelfe vp full high with a code: 
Lo how falſe ſclaunder can quite folkes mede, 
Wherefoze I counlayle euery man take hede 
In luch maters as ſtande vneertaine, 
From haſty langage his tonge to refraine. 


Imonge theſe ſtozies wokul foz to rede, 

All beſpzent with teares in his face, 

Full ſodenly Jhon Bochas gan take hede 
In middes the pzeaſe ziſara came to place: 
Ind howe that foztune gan alſo to manace 
(This pꝛoud duke, full myghty and notable, 
Ok kyng Jabyn talled the great conſtable, 


Ok his hoſt, leder and gouernour: 

To Iſtaell very moꝛtall fo. 

With people he rode lyke a conquerour, 
And where that euer hig meyny dyd go 
The earth quoke,people dzeddehim ſo: 
Fled fro hys face where as he tame a ferre, 
Nyne hundzed waynes he had foz the wer, 


Strogly inarmed w hokes madelikeſithes, 


ob app2oched to mayme a to wounde: 
Sour tirant of cuſtome oftlithes 


Had nnen. 


And all tho that his werde hath found, 
Kynge Jabyn bad, pꝛinte of Canaan, 
In J(rael to (pare childe ne man. 


This 3iſara was ſent tobe their ſcourge 
By goddes ſuffraunce their linnes to chaſtile, 
Their olde offences to pun iche a topurge, 
As a flagell many ſondzy vole, 

But whan of reaſon they gan better deuiſe, 
And foz their treſpaces to fall in repentaſice, 
God gan wdzawe the hand ol his vengeaũte. 


Foz in their miſchefe they gan their loꝛde to 
Felynge the pꝛicke of his punicion: (knowe 
And mercy than hath vnbent the bowe 

Ol hys fell yze and caſtigacion, 

To God they made their inuocacion, 

And he them herde in their moztal dꝛede, 

In Judicum the ſtozye ye may rede. 


Howe m the whyle that this ziſara 

Shope hym of newe the Jewes to oppꝛeſſe, 
In their defence god (ent them Delboza, 

A pꝛopheteſſe, the ſtoꝛy bereth witnes, 

To yeue the counleil, their armeis to dꝛeſle: 
And by the ſpirite of her pꝛophelie, 

Foz to wythſtande the great tyzannye 


Of 3tſara,whych was diſcended doun 
With a great hoſt into the felde repeited: 
But Delboza of high dilcrecion, 

Whan that che ſawe the Jewes dilpeired, 
Aud fo2 to fight their cozrages (oe apeired, 
She made them firſt denoutly in that dzede 
(Tocrye to god to helpe them in their nede, 


She was their iudge a their gouernes 
Chefe of their counlaill, and of cuſtome he 
Cauſes dependinge of great aupſenes, 
(That ſtode in dout, by dome of cquitie, 
She tried them out onder a palme tre: 

And was not haſty no mater to determyne, 
Tyll che the parties afoze dyd exampne. 


And whan that Ge herd of the cõminge 

Of ʒilara wyth full great puiſſaunce, 
(That was conſtable of that mighty king, 
Called Jabyn,wyth al his ozdinaunce, 
Upon Jewes foz to do vengeaunce: 

This Delboꝛa gan pꝛudently entende, 
The Jewes party, by wyſdome todefende, 


She bad Barach,her huſbande, anon 
Of ——ů — him take, n. 


— 


The kyꝛſt boke 


Apenſt z ilara to fyght foꝛ their ryghte, 

And that he ſhoulde a great enarme take. 
But he foꝛ dzede thys iourney gan fozſake, 
Ind durſt not apenſt him tho werrey 

But che were pꝛeſent. and lyſt hym to tonuey. 


Wel wel quod che, ſyth it ſtandeth ſo 

That of wantruſt ye haue a maner d2ede, 

J wyl mp ſelfe gladly wyth you go, 

Pou to ſuppozt in this great nede: 

But truſteth fully as ve all fynde in dede, 
That a woman, with laude, honour, a glozye 
Shal fro you wyn the pꝛice ofthis victozy. 


It folowed after ſothly as che lapd: 
Juiſely che made her ozdinaunce. 

And the chefe charge on her ſelfe che layde, 
Is pꝛinceſſe of Jewes gouernaunce, 

And pꝛudentip gan her lelfe auaunce, 
With god conueyed a ſuppoꝛt of his grace, 
With ziſara to mete in the face, 


Ind ſpecially touchyng this viage, 

God toke away the ſpirite and the myght 
Fro ziſara, his fozce and his tozage, 
That he was feareful to entre into fyght: 
Kepte his chare,and toke hym to flygyt. 
Knowyng no place in ſuerttie to abyde, 
Tyll that Jaell a woman dyd hym hide 


Within her tente, and al moſt dede fo2 dꝛede, 
Under a mantell,deſirous foꝛ todzynke, 
She gaue hm myplke:the ſlepe fyl in his heed, 
And whyle that he foꝛ heuines gan vynke, 
Ind ſadly ſlept,Ge gan her to bethynke: 
Thought che woulde fo2 zilara ſo ape, 
That with his lyfe,he Gould not eſcape. 


She toke a nayle that was ſharpe # long, 
And couertly gan her ſelfe auaunce: 

With a myghty hamer round and ſtronge. 
She dꝛoue ß naile, lo this was her vegealice, 
Chꝛough his heed:ſe here the ſoden chaunce 
On tirantes that truſt on Foztune, 

Whictz wu not ſuffer them long to contune 


Jn their falfe vſurped tiranny, 
Co holde people in long ſubieccion. 
She can them blandyche wyth her flatery, 


Under a colour of falſe colluſpon: 

And wyth a ſodaine tranlmutacion, 
Foatune them can that pooze folke trouble, 
Reuerſe their pzide, wyth her face wide, _ 


of John Bochas. 


What Gould Tietigre in thys mater tary? 
Though that lozdſhyp be myghiys fapbug, 
Let 3ilarabeyolue'tramplazyyi'!'- 
Jt not endureth but it be vertu. 
Conqueſt, victozy,though they be glazidus 
Unto the wo#d,ifvertuebebehinde-:} i: ©"; 
Men not reiople to haue theyz name in mide; 


Fo2 Foztune thzough her fruwardnes, 
Path kynges put out of their regions: 

And che hath allo thzoughe her doublenes, 
Dyſtrope d lynages woyth their (ucceſſiong , 
Made not the ſometyme her tranſlaciong 
Of the kyngdome called Argiuois, 

To be tranſpozted to Lacidemonois: 


The ſame tyme whan 3iſara the pꝛoude 

Gan goddes people to put bnder fote, 

Fames trumpe blewehis name vp loude, 
Wyth ſacred ſownes ſemynge wondze ſote: 
But al his pꝛide was rent vp by the rote, 
Whan hys gloꝛy was outward moſt chyning. 
But who may trult in any woꝛldly thynge e 


Folke haue afoze (ene the valuacion 

By remembzaunce of antiquitte, 

Of myghty Trop, and of Jlion, 

Itter diſtroyed by Grekes that cyte: 

To vs declarynge the mutabilite 

Ol kalle foꝛtune, whoſe fauozlaſteth no while 
Shewpng euer trueſt, whan the wol begile, 


So variable che is in her delites, 

Der whele vntruſty and frowardly meupng, 
Keco2de J take ofthe Madianites, 

Their vnware fal ful dolefully plepnynge. 
Whiche chewed them leife pitiouſly wepynge 
To 'Jhon Bochas, as he in wzitynge ſought, 
How ß foztune ayenſt their pzinces wzought, 


Which that gouerned the lande of Madian: 
Truſtinge of pzide in their greate puiſſaunce, 
Ipenſt Jewes a warre they began, 
Purpolinge to bꝛinge them to btterance. 

But god that holdeth of warre the balaunce, 
Ind can of pzinces oppꝛeſſe the vein glozp, 
Peueth where him lit conqueſt and victoꝛp: 


Not to great nõbze, noꝛ to great multitude, 
But to that party where he leeth the right. 
Hys dꝛedful hand, hoꝛtly to conclude , 

Do holdeth vp by grate, and yeueth lyght 
The higher hand where he caſt his light, 
Lyſt his power and his fauour chewe, 


Though ther be 


L cat. xv. 
Be it to manp, o be it vnto lewe. 


ty gladly bath ata, 
ten hath l kheran: 
tatze witneſſe ol Jerobaall, -.,.. 
hych is alſo called Gedi ann 
That wyth the. C. fought ayeuſt the fan 
Ok Iſrael, the Byble tan deupſe, 
YOhan he to God had done hys larrifite, 


Shewyng to hym a thynge meruaplous: 
Whan the fleece wyth liluer dewe fil Gene 
Was ſpꝛeint and wet, the ſtoꝛpe telleth thus, 
And rounde about the ſoyle 4 all the grene 
Was founde dꝛpe, and no dꝛop ſene: 

In token onelp, this duke, this knighflyman, 
Shulde haue the victoꝛp of all Madtan. 


The wionge pa 


This Gedeon toke with hym but a fewe, 


The hundꝛed chaſe, whych lapped the riucr , 
God vbnto hym ſuch tokens dyd chewe, 

And euidences afoze that were full clere, 
That he ſhoulde be of right good chere: 

Ind on no party hys aduerlaries dzede, 

Foz nother pzowes,neyther manhede, 


Where god aboue holdeth champerty, 
Their may ayenſt hym be made no defence. 
Fozce, ſtrength, wyldome, noꝛ cheualry, 
Ayenſt hys might, are feble of reſiſtence: 
Thys was well pꝛeued in experience, 
Whan thze. C. wyth Gedeon in nombꝛe, 
So many thouſandes by grace dyd encoöbze. 


Thys ſayd people deuided in to the, 

With their trumpettes vpon þ derke nyght, 
By Gedeon that had the ſouerapnte, 

Wyth voyde pottes # laumpes therin lyght, 
And thus arayed they entred in to kyght: 
But vnto them thys token wag firſt knowe, 
Whan Gedeon his trumpe dyd blowe, 


They blewe echon and loud gan to crye: 
B2ake their pottes, and ſhewted anon ryght, 
As the ſtozy doth playnly (pectiye, 

Their laumpes chewed wa full ſoden lyght: 
Wherok their enemies aſtoinied in their light, 
Were lo troubled vpon euery lide, 

That in the telde they durſt not abyde, 


The trie was this of them euerychon: 
Thanke to 5ᷣ loꝛde moſt noble and gloztoug, 
2yle to the lwerde o myghty Gedeon, 
hich vs hath cauſed to be victozious: 
Made 


The firſt boke * 


Made our enemyes moſt malicious, 
Th2ough.influence onelp of yis grace, 
Foz very feare to ye afoze our face, 


Thus can the lozde ofhys magnificence, 
Toe meke exalte, and the pꝛoude oppzeſſe: 
Lyke as he kyndeth in her tes difference 

So of his power he tan his domes dꝛeſſe. 
Mercy ape meint wyth his rightwylenes: 
Hys iudgementes wyth long delay difletre d. 
And 02 he panilh pytie is aye pzefecred, 


Lenuoye, 
At ghty ÞP2inces, temembꝛe that pour 


power 
| Js tranſitozy , and no while abiding: 
As thys tragedy hath reherſed here, 
By eutdences notable cuſupnge , 
And by example in lubſtaante wytneſſpng, 
That all typo antes ( plapalp to termpue) 
Mole from t geit Nate ſodenly declyne. 


Phebus the freche in hys mpdday ſphere 

His beames bzyghteſt + hotcſt out (pzedyng, 
But cloudy (kyes oft appꝛoch nere 

Toecliple his lyght w their vawarecoming: 
None erthlp iope is here longe abidynge, 
Kecozd of Tyti,whych ſtondmele doth chine, 
Pet toward nyght his uremes doun decline. 


Whan that foztune is faireſt ofher chere, 

By apparei:ce,and moſt blandiſhyng, 

Chan is che falleſt ech ſeaſon of the pere 

Her loden cha ige now vp, now down turnig: 
Tye nighiizale in Map doth freſhly (ing, 
But a backe wynter can ſomer vndermpne, 
And all his frechneg (odenlx declyne, 


All erthly bliſſe dependeth in a were, 

In a balaunce vneupnlp hanging. 

Of paices # pꝛiceſſes moſt ſouerapne & entere 

In this tragedy concepueth by redpnge, 

Howe that eſtates by vnware chaungtnge, 

Somtime full woꝛthp, their lines dyd fine, 

Wh fr6 the it nobleſle thep were * |, — 
rue. 


¶ Ot mighty Jabyn kinge of Canaan ok 
quene Jocaſta, and how Thebes 
was diſtroped. 


Che. x. Chapter. 


D mighty Jabyn, fox his inigutte: 
2 — vnto Jewes — 


N er 1 wirte the greate ſo - 
NN 
1 


Witt ſcepter #crowne reigning in Canane, 


Ind bpon Affrike had the ſouerainte, 
Rebell to god, and iyſt not hym obey, 


But euer tedy hys people to wer rey, 


The loꝛd aboue ſeynge his tirannp, 

Foꝛbate his hand wpth full tonge (uffraſice: 
And was not haſtp ofhis obſtinacy, 

L yke his deſert foz to do bengeaunce, 

But euerthys Jabyn by continuance 
Endured foꝛih in his curſidneſſe, 

Tyll che (werde of goddes righwiſenes 


Was whet apenſt this tira"t,tochaſtiſe 
Ind to repze(le his rebellion: 

From his kyngdomel the ſtoꝛy doth deuiſe) 
In myddes of his pꝛide he was pulteddoun 
To cxemplify that ſuch domiuacion 

A's is found wilful truth to ouer caſt, 

God wyil not ſuffcr in power long to laſt. 


Fo: this Jabyn was found alway frowarde; 
Of high diſdaine liſt not the loꝛde knowe: 

(Therfoze his power dzewe alwap bacward, 
And his empire was after ybzonght full low, 


His riall fame foztune hath ouerthzow, 


His name eclipſed þ ſumtime Gone ful clere, 
Ok great Ciſon,beſyde the rinere, 


Of quene Jocaſta Bochas doth alſo endite, 
Punceſſe of Thebes,a mighty great citie: 
Ofyer vnhappes he doleſully doth wzite, 
Jmagining howe he did her le 

Co him appere in great aduerſite. 

Lyke a woman that would in teares reine, 
Foz that foztune gan at her ſo diſdeine. 


And though the were defaced of figure, 
There che wed in her a maner maieſte 
Ofquenely honour, plainly todiſcure 
Her infoztuns,and her infelicite, 

Fund to declare plainip how that che 

Ok all pzinceſſes which ode in eſtate 
Was her ſelfe the moll infoꝛtunate. 


Which gaue to Bochas full great occaſion 
YOhan he (awe her pitous appataple, 
Fo to make a lamentacton 


Ol vncouth ſozowes, whych dyd her aſſaile 
Wyth 


with a tragedy to wepe and to waple 
Her impoꝛtable and ſtraunge dedely ſtrife, 


Pyich that che had duryng all her lyfe, 


He wꝛyte ol her a ſtozy large and playne, 
And ok her byzth kyꝛſt he doth diffyne; 
Andaffy2meth in hys boke certayne, 
She was diſcended of a noble lyne. 

In flouryngage alſo when che dyd chyne, 
She wedded was foz her great beauty, 
Unto the kyng of Thebes the citye, 


Which in his tyme was called Layug. 

and whan her wombe by pꝛoceſſe dyd aryſe, 
The kyng was glad and alſo deſirous, 

The childes fate to know in ſome wile: 

Ind thought he would go do ſacrifice 

Unto Xppollo,to haue knowlegynge tofozne 
T ouching'his child, whan that it was bozne. 


What Gould folow in concluſion 

He was deſirous and haſty foz toſe, 
Fyaſt by heauenly diſpoſicton, 

And by the fauour if it woulde be 

Of Appollos myghty deite: 

To haue aunſwere among his wyttes al, 
Ok his child what fate chould befall. 


His anſwere though it were contrary 

To his deſire, yet was it thus in dede: 
Appallo tolde hym, and lyſt no lenger tary, 
(That this childe ſhould verily in dede 

Slee his father, and make his ſides blede: 
And w his hands, there was none other weyp 
But on his ſwerde he mult nedes deye, 


The kyng wag heuy # triſt on this ſentence, 
Soꝛouful ofhert, god wote,# nothyng faine: 
And caſt afoze though his pꝛouidence, 

That his ſon ould in al haſt be ſlapne: 

Ind that he would not an houre delayne 
Afterhis byzth,but bad his men to gone 
Into a lozeſt, and ſlee the chylde anone, 


L yke his byddyng the miniſters dyd in dede, 
Takyag the chylde,;tendze,z yong of age, 
And into a fozeſt wyth them they gan it lede, 
To be deuoured of beaſtes moſt ſauage: 

The mother, alas, almoſt fell into rage 
Seyng her child (o inly fayꝛe of face 

- Shai thus be deed,and dyd no treſpace, 


Lytel wondze though the felt (mert; 
To al women J repozt me, 


of John Bothas. 


IA ftraungeGeperdhath the child 


Leaf.xvt 


Ind vnto mo that ben tendze ok hert, 
n this mater iuges foz to be: 
as it not tuth, was it not pite, 
That a pꝛinceſle, a quene, alas, 
Shuld know her thud deuoured in luchtaas : 


After thys byꝛth Layus toke good kepe, 
Without mercy. reſpite, oz delay, 

That vnto one whych kept his hepe . 
(This yong chyld vpou a certayne day, 
Shal be deliuered, in al the haſt he map: 
To thys entent it mygyt not be ſocoured, 
But that it ould of beaſtes be denoured, 


This ſayd cheperde goth fozth anon tyght, 
The chyld beholdyng benigne of loke # face, 
Thought in hert andin his inwarde light, 
He Qoulde do to god a great treſpace 

Co llee this child, whertoze he did hym grace: 
Toke fyzit a knife. and dyd his buſy payne, 
(Thzoughout his fete to make holes twapne, 


Toke a ſmal rodde ofa yonge oſter, 
Perted the kete, alas it was pite, 
Bonde hym faſt, and by good leiler 
The pong childe he henge vpon a tree, 
Ok entent that he ne ch ould not be 
Though wylde beaſtes cruel and 
All ſodenly deuoured in their rage. 


tre w bound, 
Df anenture br ome erf, 


Dyych of ruth and pyte tone hym doun: 
Bare wythhym in to hys toun, 
Made hys wyke foz ta do her papue, | 
To folter the chylde wyth her bzeſtes twaine, 


Ind whan he was bꝛought fozth & recured, 
And full made hole of hys woundes 2 
Thys pong chyld whych al this hath endured 
Whan he in age began to were moze, 

And that nature began hym to reſtoze, 

(The (aide heperde that loued hym belt ol all, 
After his hurtes, Edippus dyd hym cal. 


Foz Edippus is no moze to ſatne, 
that concepueth the expolicion, 
But fete yperced thzoughout both twayne, 


3 


In that langage,as made is mencion, 


And to Metopa wie of king Polibion 
Che chepeherde ol ful humble entent, 
Bega the child ful lowly to pꝛelent. 


w4 And 


The kyꝛſt boke 


Ind koꝛ he was barreyne of nature, 

She and the kyng ol one affection, 

(Toke Edippus both in to their cure, 

As ſonne and heire by adopcion, 

To teigne in Cozinth by ſucceſſion: 

(The kyng, the quene, a ofCoztnth the toũtre, 
Had the chylde in ſo great cheerte. 


Let men conſidze fn their diſcrecion, 
Sodayne chaunge of euery maner thyng, 
This chiide ſent out foz his diltruction, 

And now pꝛouided foz to be a kynge: 

Ind th:ough foztune,ayeDouble in wozking, 
De that was refuſe to beaſtes moſt (auage, 
Is now retepued to knyghtly heritage, 


Deſtitute he was of his kynrede, 
Fozſake,and abiect of bloud, and of alie, 

In tẽdze youth his fete were made to blede, 
Henge on a tre, and began foz helpe crie: 

But god that tan in miſchefe magnifpe, 

And reconfozt folke diſconſolate, 

Hath made thys childe nowe thus foztunate. 


And hath pꝛouided to be a kynges heire, 

Pim that ode of deth in auenture. 

Foꝛtune can dew herſelfe both foule & fapze , 
Folkes bzought lowe, ful wel ayenrecure; 


Fd ſuch as parctently can endure, 
And lyſt not grudge apenſt their chaſtiſyng, 
God out of mylchefe canſodenly them bzyng. 


But whan Edippus was growe bp to age, 
Lyke a pong pziuce encreſpnge in nobleſſe, 
Luſty andſtrong,and freche of his cozage, 
Ok auenture it fel ſo in ſothneſle, | 
Outzher by ſtrife, oꝛ by ſome frowarbnes, 
©; by ume conteke he had knowledgynge, 
Hovoe he was not ſonne bnto the kynge 


As bydiſcft, but a ferre fozraine. 
Whereupon full ſoze he began to muſe, 

And foꝛ to knowe,and be put in certaine, 
Thought he would ſom maner pzactike vſe: 
Ind to the kyng he gan bym ſelfe excuſe, 
Foz a tyme to wpthdzawe his pzelence, 
(Tyil he myght knewe by ſome experience, 


Oꝛ by ſume ligne howe the matter ſtode. 
Thought he would do his dil 


(genes | 
To knowe his father, a alſo of what bloude, 


He was diſcended,and haue ſome euidence 
Touching troth howe it ode in ſentence; 
And her vpou to be certified, 


Towarde Fppollo faQt he hath hym hyed. 


Whiche in Cirra wozGypped was that time, 
Ind gaue anſwere th2ough his dette, 

To tolke that came at even and at pztme, 
Of euery doute and ambigupte: 

And there Edippus fallyng vpen his kne, 
After hys offring,had anlwere anoue, 

That to warde Grece he Qould gone 


Unto a mountaine, that Phocis bare þ name: 
Ind there he choulde of his kyared here. 

Allo lyke his fate, the anſwere was the lame, 
He Goulde flee hys owe father dere, 

And after that to Thebes dꝛa we hym nere, 
Wedde his mother of very ignozaunce, 
Called Jocaſta,thzogh hys vnhappy chance. 


He liſt nolenger tary ne abyde, 

Thys ſapd Edippus, but fozth goeth he: 

Ind on hys way he began anone toryde, 
Tpi he the mount of Phocis did ſe, 

Under the which ſtode a great countre, 
Called Cetopens, whiche that time certayne 
Werreped them that were on the motitaitne. 


Dis father Lapus thzough hischiualry, 
With Citopens is entred into battaile; 
And Edippus came vwyth the partie 

Ok the hyll, atmed in plate and maple. 
And as thep began eche other to aſſaile, 
Among the pꝛele at the encountrynge, 
Df auenture, Edippus flewe the kyng, 


Unknowen to hym that he his father was, 
Haupng thereof no ſulpection: 

Paſſed his way platly thys is the caſe, 

And alſo vnknowen he came to the toun 

Of mighty Thebes, wher foz his hie renoun, 
Be was receyued wyth ful great reverence, 
Bycauſe that he ſlough in their defence 


Sphinx the ſerpent hozible foz to ſe, 

S ometyme oꝛdained by incantacions 

Foz to diſtroy the towne and the countre, 
By his compaſſed (leightiy queſtions 
Sloughe man and chylde in all the regions, 
Such as not coude by wyſdome oz reaſon, 
Wake of his pzobleme plapne expolicion. 


Who lo paſſed bp, he coude hym not excuſe, 

But the lerpent woulde hym felly aſſaile; 

With a pzoblem make hym foꝛ to muſe, 

Called of (ome men an vncouth 8 
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of John Bochas. 


Phych foꝛ to expowone who that did aflaile, 
Ther was none helpe neither other remedy, 
By the ſtatute, but that he muſt dye, 


Ind fo all folke haue not knowledgyng 
Of this demaunde,what it was in dede, 

J wyll reherce it here in my wzytyng 
Compendioullp, that men may it rede. 
Firſt this lerpent( who that lift take hede) 
Was monſiruous,and ſpake apenſt nature: 
And ifit fyll that any creature 


Man o2 woman,ſhould fozth by paſſe, 

1) ighe oz lowe of all that region, 

As I ſaydeerſt there was none other grace, 
But ifhe made an expolicion | 

Of this ſerpentes frowarde queſtion, 

De muſt dye, and make no defence: 

The whych demaunde was thus in ſentence , 


The ſerpent aſked:what thyng may that be, 
Beaſt oz foule whan it is fozth bzought, 
That hath no power to tand,go,no: flee; 
Ind afterwarde,if it be well yſought, 

Goth fyzſt on foure,oz els gothe he nought, 
After by pꝛoce ſſe, on the a than on twayne, 
And ekt agapne, as nature doth ozdapne, 


He goth on thꝛe, and efte on four agayne, 
Alſo kyndiy right nature diſpoſeth it lo, 
And in a whyle it foloweth in certa ine, 

To the matter which that he came fro, 

He mult of kynde reſozt ayen ther toe 

And who can not themeanynge clerelp le, 
He ofthis ſerpent all deuoured be. 


Which Edippus ful ſobze in his entent, 
Not to retzell, oꝛ to haſty of langage, 

But in his hert wyth great auyſement, 
Ind full demure of loke and of vpſage, 
Conſidzed fyꝛſt thys peritous fel paſſage: 
Sawe wel tofoze that it was no tape, - 
Ind ful pꝛouided Þ no wozde Gould elcape, 


At good leyſar,wyth hole mynde # memozye, 
Seyng the ernelt of this moztal empule, 

Hys life depending bitwixe ety & victozp, 
Thys(quodhe)plainly to deuyſe, 

Is fpſt a child whych may not luffyce 
LOhan it is bozne(the truth is al dap ſene) 
Wythout helpe him ſelſe toſuſtene. 


Ifter on four he naturally doth erte, | 
Foz impotence and grene tenderneſle, 
Nozices can tell that do them kepe; 


To holde hym vp, le 
Ind akterward, enereſyng ok his myght, 


Some folke taſt ſugre, a 


Aud euer in pouerte to ſend him 
way w his plenty, in Ka 


Teat᷑.x vii. 


But aftervoarde bp he doth hym delle, 
With His two kete:the thirde to expꝛe ſle, 


Is hand, oz benche,o 1 ſuppoꝛt offome wal, 
he catrhe a fall. 


To great age whan he doth attapne, 

Ok his nature than he goth vpzyght, 
Mightily vpon his legges twapne: 

Than cometh age his power to reſtrapne. 
Croked a lame iykeas men may (er, (thze, 
With a date, ot potent, to make vp his legges 


But whan febleneſſe oz lyckenes do aſſayle, 
On handes and fete he muſt bow and lout: 
Foz croche,oz potentes, may not than auaple, 
Whan luſty pouth is baniched and het out, 
Than ekt agayne, hereof mape be no dout, 
With four fete to erth he doth retourne, 

Fro wheus he came, there ll to ſoiourne. 


All came fro etth, and all to the erth chal, 
Agaynſt nature map be no pꝛotection, 
Woꝛldly eſtates echone they be moztal, 
There may no treaſour make redempcion. 
Who clymeth hiell, his fal is loweſt doun. 
A meane eſtate is beſt, whocoude it knowe, 


Bet wene hye pzelumpnge,z bowing to lowe. 


Fo: who ſit hyeſt, ſtand in leopardpe, 
Wider daunger of foztane,lyke foz to falls 
Milchefe and pouerte as foz their party, 
Ben loweſt bzought among thele people al. 
ſum tat call, 
Salomon therkoze myzrour of fapience, 
Bytwene great riches and great indigence, 


Icked a meane.called ſuffyſance : 


Td hold hym content of copetent diſpente, 
Not Fi of to great haboundaunce, 
cience,. 
non offence, 
tching: but bitwene iope and ſmart; 


Thanks e god o end euer be glad or hert. 


eth is the ende nn man, 
Fo ro the rich wid great poſſeſſion, 


qo (oons ( reherce gan) 
Jo do e 4 


70 r th ne in no diuilion. 
By ſunglet fattour 17 — bitwene bo 


Ok the poozeſt, e 
concluded in this caſe, 
This ſaid pꝛoblemt ed {1 thig * 


The firſt boke 


Whpch þ ferpent began ſleighly to pꝛopole, 
That whan a childe is fyꝛſt done, alas 
Kynde to bis dethwarde anon doth bi diſpoſe. 
Eche day a toutnep, there is none other gloſe, 
Experieace can tech in euery age 

Howe thps wozldeis here but a pilgrimage. 


Typs ſayde Edippus fyzſte in Thebes bozne, 
Sent to a fozeltdeuoured foz to be, (fozne, 
Founde a bzought fozth as pe haue herde to- 
Ind after dzawynge home to his countre, 
Slough hys father, ſo infoztunate was he: 
Of frowarde yappes followpnge al hys lyue, 
Is this tragedy hys foztune al diſcriue, 


But foz that he tough his hye pzudence, 
Unto the ſerpent declared enery dete, 

He llough hymafter,by knightly vyolence, 
Moze by wyldome, than by armure oz ſtele: 
State of Thebes can tell you thys ful wele. 
Whych was one cauſe if pe liſt to ſene, 


Whyerthzough Edippus,wedded hath p quene 


Called Jocaſta, pꝛinceſſe oł that countre: 
Yps owne mother, vnkhnowen to them bothe, 
And though che were ryghte kapꝛe vpon to le, 
With this mariage 5ᷣ goddes were ful wzoth, 
Fox their aliaunce nature gan to loth: 
(hat a mother as pe Gal vnderſtande, 
Shoulde her lon take to be her hulbande. 


There was ther in no conuentence 

To be ſuppoꝛted by kynde, ne by reaſon, 

But if it ſo be the heuenly in nence 

Diſpoſed it by the inclinacion 

Ofſome falſe froward conſtellacion, (Car, 
Cauſed by Saturae , oz Mars the frowarde 
To engeadze debate,oz ſomemoztal way, 


In thys matter playnly thus J deme, 
Ok us con of opinion: 
Though he were crowned w (ceptre and dia⸗ 
To reigne in Thebes the ſtrog toun, 
That lome aſpect came fro heuen adoun, 
'Jnfoztunate,frowarde,aud full of rage, 


Which agapne kpnde ioyned the mariage. 


De crowned was by aſſent of all the towne, 
Flouryng a ſeaſon by ſoueraynte of peece : 
And whyle he helde the poſſeſſion, 

Sonnes and doughters he had doubtles, 
The kyꝛſt ſonne called Ethiocles, 
Polynices called was that other, 

(As ſayth Bochag)the ſeconde bzother, 


Ilſo he had goodly doughters twapne, 
(Tye eldeſt called was antigone, 

The ſeconde named was Imepne: 

And both they were ryght fayze vnto ſe, 
The quene Jocaſta might no gladder be 
Than to remembze whan they were in age, 
Der goddes had encreſed their linage. 


It was her tope and her felititie, 

To ſe her childzen,that were ſo inly fapꝛe: 
But after iope ther cometh aduerſice, 

Ind hope aſſured wanhope doth oft appapꝛe. 
Cotrarious truſt wyll gladly their repaire 
WWher falſe wenyng in hert is cocepued, 
'Thzough ignozice, which hath many dilceiued 


What thynge in earth is maze dilceyuable, 
Than whan a man ſuppoleth verily 

In pꝛolperite foz to ſtand table, 

And from his iope is rem eued ſodaynly; 

Fo: where foꝛtune is found to haſty, 

To triſe folke,Che is greuous to endure: 

Foz ſodapnue chaunges be hatefull to nature, 


Unware wo that cometh on gladnes, 
Is vnto hertes ryght paſſinge encombzeoug: 
And who hath felt his parte of wealfulneſſe 
Soꝛowe ſuynge on, is to hym odious. 

And wozſt of al, and moſt contrarious 

Is whan eſtates higheſt of renoun, 

Ben fro their nobleſle, (odenly bzought doun 


There is no glozy whych that Gyneth here, 
That falſe foztunecan ſo magnifie, 

But whan his laude bzighteſt is a clere, 
She can eclips it wyth (ome cloudy ſute 

Of vnwareſozowe,onely of enup: 


Deeth of —＋ 7. an open euidence, 


Which by his lite had experience 


(deme Ot highe nobleſſe:and therwpth alſo, 


Parte impoztable ot great aduerſite : 
Bys fope euer meput wpth ful moztal wo. 
Foz while he — * in Thebes the citie, 
And Jocaſta with ful great roialte, 

Within the countte there fl a peſtilence, 
The people infectyng with his violence. 


Thzongh all the land, and al the region, 

In euery age, dut moſt greuouſly 

On them echone that were of that towne, 

See NR 
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Day by day began tobyte and carue,* I 


Ok ech eſtate cauſpng folke to ſterne. 


Thus began to encreaſe the moꝛtalite: 

That euety man ſtode in teopardy 

Ok their lyues thzoughont the countre, 

So impoztable was their malady, . 
That ye might heare the people clepe and cry; 
Dilpeyzed lo were they of thepz lines, 
Uoyde of ali ſocour, a of their pꝛeleruatiueg. 


They ſought herbes, x ſpices in their cofers, 
And began to ſeke fozhelpe a other ſocours: 
Thecaule enquiringe of pꝛudent phtloſofers, 
Ind of their moſt experte diuinours, 

Why that the goddes wyth ſo charpe hours 
Ok peſtilente, and in ſo cruel wyſe 

Lyſt them, alas, ſo moztally chaſtyſe. 


But among all, in ſoth this is the taſe, 

There was founde ont ful pzudent and wyſe, 
I pꝛophet, called Tireſtas, 

Of pꝛophecy hauyng a ſouerapne pile: 
Which affirmed,andſayd in thys wyſe, 

Is vnto him was ſhewed by mp:acle, 
Phebus him ſelfe declarynge the ozacle: 


Cauſe of this ſyckeneg and theſe maladies, 
Is the goddes plainly haue diſpoled, | 
(And Senecke waiteth alſo in hys tragedies) 
Though the caule be lecrete and ycloſed: 
Unto the tyme there be a kyng Depoſed, 
Which ſlew his father & raft him his life, 
Ind hath allo take his mother to his wpke, 


Tyll thys be done,and execute indede, 

Ther map be made no redempcion: 

But peſtilence ſhall multiply and ſpꝛede 
Euer moꝛe and moze,thz2ough that region. 
Tyl vnto the tyme that he be put a doun 

Fro his crowne, wohych not long agone 

His ſather (lough, among his moztall fone, 


Ind hath his mother wedded alſo, 
Agapnſt lawe and agapaſt al ryght: 
Tyll vengeaunce vpon that crime be do; 
There ſhalbe war, peſtylence, and fighte, 
Soꝛowe, a ſtrife, euerp maner wight 
Df vengeauncehys neighbour (al hate, 
B2other W bzother,xbloud w bloud debate, 


This is al and ſome,there may be no ſocour. 
Whych bzoitght the people in great heaupneg, 
Foz Tireſias the great dininour, 

By pꝛopherx told them thus expꝛeſſe: 

And at the laſt by tokens and witnes, 


of John Bothas. 


And ſpecially in hps deedly billres, 
Foz dꝛede and cha me he dared in derkeneg, 


Leaf.rviti 


Men vnderſtode, by ſignes out chewyng, 
This peſtilence wag bꝛought in by the kyng, 


And though the people gaue no credente 
To Titeſias ne to his pꝛophecp, 

The quene Jocaſta caught au euidence, 

And in her hert a full great fantalp, N 
Specially whan Ge dyde cſpie 

Ok Edippus the fete that were wounded, 
How this rumour was on trouth pgrounded, 


Becauſe alſo there was adiuinour 

Which tolde tofoze, that Edippus Goulde be 
To Lapus of Thebes (ucceſſour 

Wherby the kyng,thequene,and the ryte, 
Fyl in great trouble and great aduerſite, 
Well moꝛe than J by wzityng can repozr, 
Foz there was nothing Þ myght the recofozts 


Ful oft in the day Jocaſtagan to\woune, 
And kyng Edippus to ſobbe, crye and wepe, 
In lalte tcaresas they them would dzown: 
Deth ttãpich ing in to their hert gan crepe, 

A dap cõplainyng, a night they map not ſlepe, 
Curlynge the houre ok their natiupte, 

T hat they Gould lyue that day foz to ſe. 


Their moꝛtall chaunce, their dedly auenture, 
Their foztune alſo whych gan on the froun, 
Inpatient, anddoleful to endure, 

Their froward face, voyth their lokes bzonun; 
The kynge foz yze caſte away his crowne, 
And began to race, foz cſtraint of his payne , 
Out of his heedhis wofull eyen twapne; 


Day and night he tried aktet deth, | 
Hatefull to come in any mannes ſight: _ 
Moſt deſirous to pelde vp the bꝛeth, 
LOoful in hert to come in cap * t, . 
Cooꝛbed foz ſoꝛow, feble to ande vpright, 


The etuel conflecint ot his moſt greuance 
Was. that his ſonnes had hym in diſpyte: 
Which gan his ſozowe greatly to auance, 
4 — to ſcoꝛne was ſet all their delite, 
s neuer none that ſtode in woꝛſe plyte, 


Foz thus lyeng and deſtitute ofchere, 


Unto the goddeg he made his pzayere: 


Beſeching the with a ful doleful herte, 
Upon his wo to haue ſum compalſion:  _ 
And that they would fo; to hy Ig his —_ 


The fyꝛſt boke 


Bit wene his lonnes make a diuiſion, 
Eche to bꝛynge other to diſtruction. 
Thys was his pꝛapet in ſubſtaunce, 
That eche on other may take venge aunte. 


In yeres kewe,foz their vnkyndneſſe, 

They herd his pꝛayer as ye haue herd deuiſc: 
The bꝛetherne two though their curſidnes, 
Eche gan other moztally diſpile, | 

Foz lacke of grate, and foz falſe conetyſe: 
Eche foz his partie deſirous in dede 

Tokoze other to reigne and ſuctede. 


And thus theſe bzetherne moſt infoztunate, 
Bitwene them lelfe fill at diſcencion: 

And finally, this vnkindly debate 

Bꝛought al Thebes to diſtruccion. 

pet was there made fyꝛſt a conuencion 

By enterchangig 5 eche Gould reigne a pere, 
The tother ablent to plap, a come no nere. 


This concluded by their both aſſent 
And by accoꝛde ot that region, 
Polpnices rode fozth and was abſent, 
Ethiocles toke fyꝛſt poſſeſſion: 

But whan the pe te by reuolucion 
Was come about, he falſe of his entent, 
Unto the accoꝛde denied to aſſent. 


. Thys was a cauſe ot theyꝛ both ſiriues: 
Polynices wag thus put out of his ryght, 
Tyll Adꝛaſtus that kyng was of Irgyues, 
hich thozow al Grecegreteſt was of might, 
ent vnto Thebes ,Tideus aknyghr, 
DYys lonne in lawe, to treat of thys matter, 
And the cauſe finally to lere: 


Wher thzough the kyng called Ethiocles, 
Would condiſcende of truth and of reaſon, 
To ſtynt warre,and to cheriche pece: 

After the accozde and compolicion 

Up todeliver Thebes that-mighty towne, 
Unto his bzother, whych ablet was without, 
Nov that his pere was fully come about. 


But he was falle, and frowardly gan vary, 
Ethiocles from hys conuencion: | 


Foz whych AdzaQtug no lenger would tary 


Whan Tideus had made relacion, 


But called anone thzoughout his region . 43 


All the woꝛthp, both nere and farre, 
Apenſt Thebes foz to begyn a warre. 


Foz thys cauſe lyke as pe (hal lere, 
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Chyegrethatered f was bitwixt hem twayn. 
e e. 


Che ane to one 


Pol pnices to fozcehys partie 


Pwedded had the kynges doughter dere 


J meane of Idzaſtus,ftoure ofchyualry, 
Whan Tideus dyd him certifpe 
Touchinge the anlwere of Ethiocles, 
Ind of his truth, how he was recheles, 


Falſe of hys pꝛompſe, ⁊ curſedly foꝛlwoꝛne. 
Foz to hys truth none aduertence had he, 
Neyther to the accoꝛd Þ was made befoꝛne 
Touchyng ß deliuer aũce of Thebes t he cuie: 
But who that lyſt the ſtoꝛpe clerely ſe 

Ok thele two bzetherne,and their diſcencion, 
And howe Adꝛaſtus lap to foze the toun, 


Ind howe Tideus though his high pꝛowes, 
Fought by the way going on meſſage: 

Ind how of Grece all the wozthines, 

Wyth kyng Adꝛaſtus went in this viage, 
And of the miſcheke that fyll in that paſſage 
Foz lacke of water, tyll that Iſiphile 
Noxiche of Ligurgus ſo tayze vpon to ſe, 


Taught Tideus to fynde out a riuer, 

She that dyd in fayzneſſe fo excell: 

Ne howe the ſerpent moſt vgly of his chere, 
Of kig Ligurgus ß childe ſlough at the well: 
Neyther howe Amphioz ax fyll doun to hel, 
Illi to declare me ſemed was no nede, 

Fo: inthe ſiege ol Thebes ye map it rede 


The ſtozye hole:and made there is mencion 
Ok either parte, their puiſlaũce, a their might 
And how Adꝛaſtus lay tofoze the toun, 

And how they mette euery daye in fyght. 
And howe Tideus the famous knyght 

So tenomed in actes marcial, 

Was ſlayne, alas as he fought on the wal. 


Ind howe the bꝛetherne met among the pꝛele, 
Lyke two Tigres 02 lions that were wode, 
With charpe ſperes, this is doutleſſe, 
Eueryche of them ched others hert bloud: 
This was the fyne, thus with the itſtode, 
Saue at their feeſtes called funerall, 

There fell a maraeyle which J tel Qal, 


Whan they were bent in to aches dede, 
Of their enup there fyll a ful great wonder 
Amonge the bꝛondes and the coles rede, 
Hyghe in the ayze the ſmokes went a(under, 
tty, and that other vonder. 
Co declare the lozye,me liſt not fayne, 
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of John Bochas. 
Ol all eſtates he taketh ſo little hede. 


Thus foz their pꝛe. and falle diſcention, 


All the loꝛdes and all the chtualrye, 


Were ſlayne of Grete, and allo ofthe tobone, 
Ind rote of alle myne aucthour liſt not lye) 
Was falſe alyaunte, and fraternall enup: 
And chefe grounde with all the (urpluſage, 
Who ſerche aright, was vnkyndiy marpage. 


The quene Jocaſta felt her part ofpapne, 
To le her chylder eche of them flea other: 

Her (on,her lorde,blynde on his eyen twapne 
Which to his ſons was father # alſo bzother, 
Foꝛtune would it houlde be none other. 
Alſo Parchas ſiſters which be in niiber thze, 
Spanne lo the thꝛede at their natiuitie. 


Allo whan Jocaſta ſtode thus diſconſolate, 
And ſawe of Thebes the (ubuerſion, 

The countrey deſtroyed,and made deſolate, 
The gentle bloude chedde of that region: 
Without comfoꝛt oꝛ conſolacion, 

Thought che myght be no moꝛe appepꝛed, 
But of all hope fully loe diſpapꝛed. 


Triſt and heaup, penlyfe, and ſpake no word, 
Her loꝛowes olde and newe che gan aduert, 
Coke the ſwozde ol hym that was her loꝛde, 
w which Edippus (mot Lapus to the hart: 
Dhe to finyche all her paynes (marte 

And fro the body her ſoule to deuſde, 

Nole her lelfe thzoughout euery ſyde. 


She wery was of her wofull life, 
Seyngot Fortune the great frowardnes, 
Hob her diffame and flaunder was (ſorife, 
And of Edippus the great wꝛetchednes. 
Alſo of her (onnes the great vnkindnes, 
All theſe thinges weyed on her (oſo:e, 
That foz diltreſſe che liſt to linenomoze. 


Bochas waiteth concernyng her fapzenes, 
Conſtraynt ot loꝛow cauled it to fade: 

The famous light allo of her noblelle 

And all the clearenes of her dapes glade, 
With vn ware harmes, ſhe was lo ouer lade, 
Ok very anguyche that the her ſeife did hate, 
So inly contrary diſpoſed was her fate. 


Thus death deuoureth with his bitter gall 
Joye and ſoꝛow, auoyde of all mercy: 
Ind withhis dart he maketh downe to fall 
Riche and poze,them markyng ſodapnlyp. 
His vnware ſtroke ſmiteth 5 
From him refuſyng fauour and all mede, 


Better is to dye than liue in wzetchednes, 
Bettet is to dye than euer lyue in payne, 
Better is an ende than deadly heauines, 
Better is to dye than euer in wo remayne: 
Aud where Þ milchefe doth kolke to cöplaine 
By wofull coſtraynt of long cõtinuaunte, 
Better it is to dye thi liue in ſuche greuaũce. 


Taketh enſample hereof anda pꝛieke, 

Of kyng Edyppus that was ſo long ago, 
Ofquene Jocaſta that felt ſo great milchiefe, 
Ind of their childzen remember alſo, 

Whiche euer liued,in enup, ſoꝛow and wo. 
Foztune, alas, duryng all their dayes, - 7 
Was ſo frowardeto them at all aſlapes. 


Touching Edippus pꝛoteſſe finde J none, 
What ende he made in concluſion: 

Saue Bochas wꝛit howe that kyng Creon, 
Colen and hepze by ſucceſſion, 

Exiled him chayned karre out of the towne. 
Where he endured milchefe, ſoꝛow, aud dzede 
Tyll Ittropos vnt wyned his liues thzede, 


Lenuop. 


A this tragedy the thinges ye may le: 
The pzpde of Jabin & falle pꝛelumpt ion 
Ok quene Jocaſta the great aduerlitte, 
Of kyng Edippus the inclinacion | 
To vyces all: and the diuiſion 
Ok the two brethzen, playnly vs to aſſure 
Ayngdomes deaided may no while endure, 


' -Omneregnum in ſe diuilum 
18 deſolabitur, 


Foꝛ who ſawe euer he ee oz countrey 
Stande in quiete of poſſeſſion, 
But ik there were, xyght, peace, and equitie, 
Ind jult actoꝛde without dilcention, 

Uoyde of vntruth and falſe colluſion: 
Plainly declaryag by enſawple and ſcripture 
Kingdomes deuided map no while endure, 


Seeth here example ol Thebes the citye, 
And how that noble myghty region | 
Though their frowarde falſe duplicitie, 
With warre were bzought todeſtruction, 
heir pꝛomiſe þzoken, # their couert treaſon, 
0 d may nc endure, 
4 D. lll. Pzinces 


P zinces, pꝛinceſſes which haue the louerain⸗ 
Ouer the people, and domination, (tte 
Ifkpe lyſt longe lyue in kelicitie, 

Cheriſhe your ſubiectes, do none extoꝛtion. 
And aduertiſe, of wyſdome and reaſon, 

Is this tragedy dothe to you dilcure, 
Kyngdomes deuided may no while endure, 


The:r.Chapter, 
& How Atreus kynge of Meſſene w2ought 

ayenſt his bzother Thieltes, flew his 

thꝛe childzen, diſmembzed them 
in pieces # made Thieſtes to 
tat of their fle,# dzinke 
of their bloud. 

B Ochas the Poete auctour of this boke 

Him purpoſyng to gather and compile 
Diuers ſtoꝛies, anone his penne he toke: 
Him remembzyng within a little while, 
In this chapitle began direct his tiyle 
To wꝛite the Qo2y, hye and compendious, 
A fozne all other, of duke Theſeus 


Lozde of Athens, a famous great citye, 
Right ſtrong and myghty on euery ſide, 

But at his backe Bochas did one le, 

LOhich cryed loude, and bade he Gold abide; 
Bochas(quod he)fro the me liſt not hide 

My wofull caſe,ne in no wiſe ſpare, 

My piteous complayut to the to declare, 


Jam Thieſtes beſpꝛent all with wepyngs 
Dꝛowned in teares as thou mateſt well ſe: 
Sometpme ſonne of the mighty k&yng 
Pelops, and bozne alſo parde 

Dfquene Yippodamea excellent of beautye, 
And foꝛ thou art deſirous to endite 

Ol people vbnhappp and their wo to wozite, 


My will is this anone that thou pꝛocede. 
Turne thy ſtyle, and take thy penne bliue, 
Leaue Theſeus and take ofhym none hede, 
But firſt my tragedy that thou dilerpue: 

Foz J ſuppoſe that in all thy Iyne, 
That thou (avo neuer a thing moe dolozoug 
Moꝛe vnhappy,frowarde,ne moe piteous 


T7 han is, alas, my mortall aduenture: 
Incomperable, the (ozous farmounting 

Of quene Jocaſta, moſt wofull creature, 
Nzvf Edippus his fate euer complaynyng -- 
Fo2 my complaynt hath none endpug 

But laſteth euer, and beareth ine witneg, 
Ay wo reſembleth bato my heanines, 


© * 
” * 


The firſt boke 


Ind with p wozde John Bochas ſtyll ſtode. 
Full ſoberlp to geue him audience: 

And in the place demurely abode, 

To hear the ſubſtaunce ofhis moztal offence, - 
Whiche thus began toſhewe the ſentence. 

O John(quod he) pzay the take good hede 
My wo to ite, that men mapit reade, 


Alas, my bꝛother rote of bnkyndenes, 
Atreus talled of reaſon, ſours and well, 
And finder out of treaſon and falſenes, 
(Foz all other in fraude he doth pꝛetell) 
Pyole couert hate is moze than J can tell, 
FJ (uppoſyng of verp innocence 

In him nomalice,diſceite,noz none offence, 


But as bzother Gould a bꝛother truſt, 

I truſted him, of hart, will, and thought: 
By apparence none other cauſe J wylt, 

Fo2 in his perſon I ſuppoſed nought 
That euer he culd lo faiſe a thig haue wꝛoght 
But who may loner another man deceyue, 
Than he in whom no malice men conceyuee 


Cons of him as of my true bꝛother, 
nyng he had fapthfull ben to me: 4 
J ſawe no ligne,ne J knew none other, 

n him (upoſynge no duplicitie. 
But wo alas, how might it euer be, 
Oz who did euer in any ſtozy finde, 
Bloude vnto bloude to beſo vnkynde⸗ 


AJ will paſſe ouer to tell the wozthines, 
Touching the eſtates of our pꝛogenitours, 
Ot our kynred,and the great noble ſſe, 

I tell nothing nether of our pꝛedeceſſours, 
Ne of my pouth, howe paſſed ben the floures: 
F leaue all this, and vnto mynde call 

The vozetchednes that J am in fall, 


My bzother founde a falſe occaſion 
Ayenſtme,and began a caule feyne 

Co baniſh me out of our region: 

And began at me ofhatred to dildayne, 
Vpon me affirmyng in certapne 

Er our kingdome whiche called is Miſlene, 
ſhould haue lien by his wyte the quene. 


This he compaſſed full falſely ofmalice, 
Him ſeife well knowyng that it was not ſo: 
Euer founde vnkynde and milauiſe, | 
Not like my b2other,but like my deadiy fo, 
Ind toencreaſe great percell of my wo, 
By long pꝛoceſſe in his entencion, 


He 


of John Bochas. 


He pmagined my deſtruction, 


And his chefe cauſe was falſe eouetile 
Touchyng this thing which he did faine 
And pet this kyngdome truely to deuile, 
Should haue be departed betwene vs twaine 
_ —_ truth — lo oꝛdapne, 

e to exyle out of that region, 
Him lelfe alone to haue poſſeſſion, 


pet in his hart he calt another wile, 
To my bndoyng and deſolation, 
To the place whence he did me exile 
Under a hadowe of falle colluſion, 
Co make a manet reuocation: 

Ok bzotherhead chewyng a pꝛetence, 
Me toreſtoze apen to his pꝛeſence. 


To be accepted as a bzother choulde: 

With full accozde ſtyll with hym to abide, 
All miuries of whyche afoze J tolde, 

On either pariy foꝛget and ſet aſyde, 
That nothing after ould our loue deuide, 
But of one will and one entencion, 

Leade all our lyfe without deuiſion. 


Wyerok the people were full glad and lyght, 
Thzoughout Miſſene that mighty region, 
At mp reſoztyng founde J euery wyght 
Ready of hart and whole affection | 
Me to recepue into that noble towne. 

And none ſo ready by ſygnes out (Gewyng, 
To make me chere in lothe as wag the kyng. 


There is no domage in compariſon, 

That may be lykened by no reſemblaunce 
To fayned truth and ſimulation, ; 
Whan fraude is byd w a fayze countenaunce, 
Pzetendyng truth outward by deceyuaunce, 
And vndernethe of moſt falſe entent, | 
O fdoubleneſſe dareth the ſerpent, 


As vnder flowers is <20wded the dzagon, 
Foz to betray by (odayne byolence, 

Suche folke as haue no ſuſpection, 

But truely meane in their pure innocence, 
Till they be caught diſpurueped of defence: 
Oz as a fiſhe with bayte of falſe pleaſaunee, 
(The hoke not (ene is bzought to miſchaunce: 


Thus ſemblably at my home commyng, 

IJ wag recepued with euery circumCaunce: 
Lyke as halfe heyze and bꝛother to the kynge, 
And he pzetendyng as by countenaunce, 


Tea. rx. 


(That he had fo inly great pleaſaunce 
Ot my tepapꝛe, of truth be tolde ſo 


Foz reiopſyng that he ſayed he woulde go 


Unto his gods to do ſome obſerugunce 

Foz this accozde,and humble ſacrifice: 
Made his miniſters w fapthful attendaunce 
To wayte on me in all their beſt wile, 

It nedeth not to tell ne deuiſe 

Neither by wzytyng in bokes ſoz to ſet, 
Halte the ioye ye made whan we mette. 


Firſt how frendly he did me embzace, 

Ok harty gladnes within his armes twalne> 
Ind how [oz iope the teares on his face 

Full entirely gan diftpil andrayne: 

That foz inp party he could not me reſtraine, 
But that I muſt of frend@yp fraternall, 
Wepe as did he, ia his etate ropall. 


The wily wolfe that caſt him to deuour 
The ſeiy lambe whiche can no defence, 
Nenone hun ſelfe to ſuccour, 
So feble he is to make reſiſtence, 
Whichedemeth truth of falſe apparence, 
What wonder is it the fraude not concetued 
Though ſuch lambes vuwarelpy be diſceiueds 


Though that roſes at midſomer be full ſote, 
Pet vnderneth is hyd a full harpe (pyne: 
Some freche floures haue a full bitter rote, 
Ind lothſom galle can (uger vndermine, 

In dꝛedkul tozmes $ſ\unne —＋. doth G yne 
And vnder a Madow of fayned frendlyheade 
There is no frendch p ſo perilloug to dzcade, 


Thus remEbzyng the fapthful wozdes fable 

— my b2other —_— vnto — my | 
t our mety ng 

The atfired conrnauntes ol out fraternitie, 

But oft time men map beholde and ſe 

That lilies growen am6g theſe nettles thicke 

And ffoure delicein mids theſe wedes wicke. 


That while J reſted in the kynges houſe, 

othing aduertyng his deadly cruelty, 

His old hatred was fo benemous, 

And ſo odible to deſtrop me: 
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not a wonder, 

He tut their thzotes with a knife aſunder, 


| bat it did him good 
1 nber urs prceSimail: 


The kyꝛſt boke 


Ind in a deſſell foꝛ to gather their dloude 
While thep lay Qill and loked on him pale. 
This was his dede in a deſert vale 
Within a caue that no man Gould eſpp, 
Treaſon conlpired of his falle tyzanny. 


This was the (ubſtaunce of his ſacrifice, 
To llee my childer, a make their harts blede, 
I trowe the Gods therof did agriſe, 

Okt his falſe offrynge whan they toke he de. 
He did their membzes after roſt and ſede, 
Ind with tgis vyande moſt abhominable 

He made me to be leruedat the table. 


In conert cruſescalſo thus it ſtode) 

To ſtaũch mi thirſt though his crael vẽgeãce 
He made me vnknowe dzynke their bloud. 
Was not this thing to goddes dilpleaſaunce: 
pes ] dare ſaye,foz by demonſlraunce, 
Upon this dede without moze obſtacle, 

The (anne in heauen Gewed a myꝛacle: 


Whiche ſoze agryſed might not beholde 
LOith his beames theron tocaſt his (yght, 

Foꝛ diſpleaſaũce his clearenes gan wholde 
And foz vengeaunce to withdzaw his lyght, 
The day turnyng fo2 hozrour into nyght, 
Whan he Gone bꝛyghteſt in his midday ſpere, 
Shꝛowded his face and woulde not appere. 


But J alas vpon this ca le hozrible 

That toulde not pmagyn ne thynke, 

On any matter that was ſo odible, 

Eat their fteHe, their bloude alſo did d2ynke: 
Whiche ſo (02e dothe to mine hart ſlynke, 
That J may not touchyng this aduenture 
Thecircumſaunce foz conſtraint diſcure, 


It nedeth me not to make rehearſayle - 
Touchynge mine exyle, oł all maner thinges, 
Ok diuers ſoꝛowes that me did aſſayle, 
My wokull ſighes, ne my grenous wepings: 
Ne vpon nightes my dolozous wakinges, - 
My pouert,nether how J ſtode in d2ede, 
To lele my life, wherof Bochas take hede. 


Ind remembꝛe all the circamſtaunces, 

If euer thou laweſt of high oꝛlow degre, 

Woe contrary oꝛ moze buhappy chauntes, 

Than thou haſt heard xememibzed here ol me 

4 — 1 $I ILY 
any ſozowe oz milchefe vnrecured, 

May counterpayle to tha 4 haue endurede 


£ | . 
* 


Mine infoztunes J foundethem ape lo fell 


Without fauour and ſuccoure, diſpurueped. 
My bzother on me was euer lo crucll, 
Chat J full oft deſiered to haue died: | 
Fo to this daymy ſpitite hath ben conueyed 
With (ozow and wo deuoyde of all refuge, 
Whyerfoze I pzap the, O Bochas be mp tage. 


And in thy wꝛityng leaue me not behynde, 
Nether in thy boke chat thou not dildayne, 
Long (90 folke that thou haue me in mynd, 
Which Þ foꝛ ſoꝛow, wepe, waple, and plapne: 
And thus Thieſtes rehearſyng all his paine, 
Like as he would him ſelfe in pieces rende, 
Made vnto Bochas ok his tale an ende. 


The. xi. Chapter. 


C How Atreus exculeth him ſelfe of murder, 
and of his bzothers aduoutty done 
with Europa quene. | 


A Trens came after witha full palechere 
And of enuy full dead in his vage, 

Unto Bochas gan to appꝛoche nere, 

Like as he had be fallen in a rage, 

And kur iouſiy abꝛayde in his langage, 


How may this be that like a man were wode 


Thieſtes hath his venym (ow abzodez 


Ind like arybaude falſiy me accuſed: 
Notwichſtandyng that J full clearely ſe 
Mine inkoꝛtunes which may not be refuſed, 
So ſoꝛe alas they wozke agaynſt me. 
And though Thieſtes falſe and vnttue be, 
And vnto the Bochas with a face pale 
Agapnſt me hath tozged here a tale. 


Vhithe in effect Chalbe found vntrue, 

If J haue time my complaynt to declare: 
Foz J purpole to teil a tale newe | 
Fropoynt to poynt, and foꝛ no manſpare, 
How he was ground and rote of all my care, 
And ouer, like as it is befall, fig 5 
Reherte the beginnyng of my loꝛowes all. 


Sometime whan J raigned in Miſlene, 
Ok age luſty llouryng in my frechenes, 
Lit my wife Europa that was quene, 
Moſt reuomed that time of fayzenes, 
Thieſtes than as grounde of all fallenes, 
As a traytout his tyme did elpyx e. 
Thzoughhis falſe fraude and latter, 


Compalſed ameane within my tire, 


of John Bochas: 


By ſleighty wyles that were incomparable, 
To cozrupt my wiues challitie, 

Py bedde defoulyng a thing intollerable, 
Ind to the Gods very abhominable: 
Uſyng the quene to his flehelp pleaſaunce, 
Cyll vnto the tyme that in continuaunce 


She by him had ſonnes two oz thze, 
Echone bzought fozth in falſe aduoutrp: 
Dempng none other but they had be 
Mane ovone childzen, till that I did eſpye 
how this ſwyne th2ough his falſe lechery 
Chis Thieſtes, after Europa 
Lay with his daughter called Pelopeia. 


Ind by p2oceſle fozthe a chylde ſhe bzought 
Called Egiſtus whiche whan he came toage 
As (laith Bochas much treaſon wzought: 
Foz by his malice and his great outrage, 


- Deſtroyed was all whole the lynage 


Of Tantalus, whiche by his liuyng 
In Frygia raygned as lozde and kyng. 


But this Egiſtus of whom J ſpake tofoꝛne 
Falſelp begotten (mine auctour layth þ ſame) 
Ok Pelopeia, anone as he was bozne, 

To hyde the ſlaunder, and allo the fame, 

Df Thieſtes, and alſo to ſaue his name, 
Whan he was but a day of age, 

He was out call to beaſtes ſauage 


To be deuoured:the ſtoꝛp is well couthe. 
I melche gote God lyſt foz him pꝛouide, 
To foſter him in his tender pouthe. 

He nyght and day liynge by her (yde, 
Within the foꝛeſt thus he did abpde: 
Unto the tyme he gan growe in age, 
Than to the court he holdeth his paſſage, 


WyerfozecD Bochas)ofhart J pꝛay the, 
Whiche of theſe ltozies is molt terrible 

Of Edippus, Jocaſta,oz of me- 

Tel on anone ik it be poſſible, 

Whiche of theſe ſozowes is moſt penible: 
Dfthe Thebane bzethzen ful of wo and tene, 
Oz of vs twapne bzethzen of Miſlenex 


Jam aknowe as foz my party, 

Of vengeaunce J did a cruell dede: 

I floughhischtldzen ofmalyce and enup, 
Indroſtedthem whan they were deade, 
Onelp bicaule,ifthou liſt take hede. 


That he begate the, as rote of all this ſtryfe 
Upon Europa which that was my — : 


PT caf.rtt. 


Such hatefull thinges ech man Gould lothe, 
Which appartepneti to murder and trelon: 
Thus map I ſape we be vnhappy both, 

De firſt by treſpace of foznication, 

Done by the quene wythin mp region? 

Ind J flaundzed on that other ſyde, 

Ok haſty vengeaunce tobe an homicyde, 


My bedde he defouled by his aduoutry, 

To God and man a thing moſt deteſtable; 
Ind J of malice and falle melancholy, 
Slough hts childer, a (erued the at the table, 
Thus enterchaunging if it be commendable, 
Eche was deſyzous thzoughe our vnhappye 
Upon other to dv vengeaunce, (chaunce 


Our great hatred moſt odious found of all, 
Our crucil dedes wꝛought on eyther (yde, 
Senecke rcherceth them in eſpeciall 

In his tragedies, and there he dothe deuſde 
Our complayntes,our maltce,and our pꝛyde 
Our fatall ende in ſoꝛow and milchefe tyned, 
Wyan Xttropog our liues thzede vatwpned, 


Whan John Bochas fully had eſpied 
Ok theſc two bzethzen the accuſations, 
Ind how they had maliciouſiy replyed, 
Eche agapuſt other in their dilcentions, 
He began duly to heare their mocions: 
Put vp his pen, # wzote not moze a wozd, 
Of their fury,ne of their falſe diſcozde. 


CLenuop. 


<1 tragedy heweth a fygure, 

I manerofpmage and alſo likenes. 
How contrary it is vnto nature, 

Bloude vnto bloud to ſhew vnkyndneg? 
This wo tull ſtozy can well beate witneg, 
Ali ſuch debates ben as ye (hall fynde, 
Datefull to God and contrary vnto kynde, 


Foz there is no moze dꝛeadfull aduenture 
Than in kynred to fynde krowardnes, 
Neither no domage moze peritous tendure, 


Than in fr*dGyp whan there is traiigenes: 


A maner party by example J dare expꝛeſſe. 
To le the tree debate agaynſt the rynde, 
Co God right hateful, and contrary to kynd, 


Euery beaſt. and euery creature 

Loueth his ſẽblable of kynde right J geſſe: 
Ind wh in one truth doth tway harts aſſure 
Undeparted of very perfitenes, It 


| - Thefirſt boke 


It were a bycious frowarde turlednes 
Their loue to vnknpytte, to loſe, oz bnbinde, 
Hatefull to God, and contrary vato kynde, 


Pꝛintes, pꝛynteſſes, do pour buſy cure, 

Fro you to auopd, ſtrike, fraude, à doublenes: 
Remember you bpon the vnhappy cure 

Of thele two bꝛethꝛẽ, and their wzetchednes, 
Ind of their bothe malicious wilfulnes, 

And of their trife,hane this well in mynde: 
To God right hatefull,and contrary to kind, 


C The xii. Chapter. 


% 
Ok duke Thelius and Ariadne that ſaued 
his life in a caue, and how he like a foz\wozne 
man fozſoke her, and wedded fayze 
Pyedza, which after ewe 
her (elf 


e. 


Thenes whan it was in his floures, 
Oſwas called nouriſh of philoſophers wile 

Pꝛince ſſe of poetes and expert ozatours, 
Sũme of all ſcieuces as clarkes can deuiſe, 
Whence all cunnyng moſt clearely did aryſe: 
Nainedof Grece the lanterne and the light, 
Vhich thaough al erth hed his beines bzight 


With noble titles which ben out of number 

In euer coaſt his renome did chyne: 

The fame therof was clipſed w none bmber, 
All other ſcholes it did lo enlumine, 

Fo: in that citye plainely to determine, 

Of the. vit.artes, as frõ one head did (pzing 
Is out ofriuers, ſtreames of all cunnyng, 


Theſe ſciences were called liberall, 
Onelp offredome, fraunchiſe, and libertie, 
Fo: of a ſtocke that were p2oued thzall, 
There ould no bꝛaunch ſtudy in that citpe: 
But the ilke bloude that were founde free, 
Bothe by diſcent, and liniall high nobleſſe, 
There to ſcholey ould haue entreſſe. 


(This citye was ſacred to Mynerue, 

Fo: their wildome and their ſapience: 

Ol Mercury the feaſtes they oblerue, 

Fo2 rethozike and fot eloquence, 

And mighty Mars gaue them inffuence 
With glad alpectes, their party toamende, 
Nobles of knighthode, their cleargy to delẽd 


This toune was nobled bi title of other -=_ 


And moſt glozious rekened in that age, 
By ſucceſſion of dukes and ofkynges, 
Among which,duke Theſius by lynage 
Sonne of Egiſtus, full freche in his courage, 
Excellyng all of pꝛudence and manhede 

That euer did the ccovone there pollede. 


Foz to that citye though his nobleſſe. 

I ntheir defence, ſuch truſt, ſuch affiaunce, 
He gaue to them by his expert pꝛowes, 
Ok his triumphes lo great aboundaunce: 
Ind (pectally their renome to auaunce, 
He made them free their truage to lete, 


Ayenlt Mynos the mighty kyng of Crete. 


Foꝛ by his fozcecthe ſtoꝛy is well couthe) 
Them to franchile and all that region, 
The Mynotaur he ſlough in tender youth, 
And after warde he of deuocion, 

To acquite him lelfe like a champion, 
Therot made lolemnc latrifice, 

To Jupiter in moſt humble wile, 


And ofa Theatre called Maraton, 
Duke Theſeus had the victozpe, 

Ilter he went to Colchos with Jaſon, 
Chtefe of counſayle,as made is memoꝛv. 
Ind by pꝛoceſſe to augment his glozy, - 
With Hercules his bzother to conuep, 
Igapnſt Imaſones he went to wartey. 


Conquered them his manhode was wel ſene, 
His koꝛce, his nobleſſe, in that moztall Ciryfe; 
And after that Jpolita the que ne 

This Theleus toke vnto his wife. 

And foz his bzother he teoparded his lyſe, 
Duke Perithous, whan he did vndertake 
(The Centaures to outrap foz his lake, 


This Centaures poetes ſpecikye, 

Ind Seruius maketh mencion, | 
ow they were ſumtyme engendꝛed on a ſky 
han firſt their father called Jrion - 

Was enamozed full many a day egone, 
Upon Juno, becauſe Ge was lo fapze, 
Gouetneſſe, and goddeſſe of the ayze, 


This Jrion was her ſecretary, | 
Ind fox her fayzenes and ercetlent beauty, 
Loued her hote:albeit Che was contrarp 

Co his deſire, Bochas read and ye map ſe: 
Him to delude,he wꝛiteth how that he 

Der ſelfe tranſfozmed,as ſhe Þ might a could, 
Into the likenes ofanheauenly * 


This Jrion plapnly ſuppolyng 

Tf _ ife:and euen thus he wzought 
The cloude embzacyng wout — tatipnge, 
Ofhts foly the goddeſle there he lought. 
Ind w their mediyng fozth they bzought 
The Centaures,theſe beaſtes matueious, 
Whicye ol nature ben founde monſtruous, 


Halfe mi,balfe hozſe,departed thus in twain 
And wonderfull by their diſcription, 
Offalſemalyce did them ſelfe ozdapne, 

On Pirithous to make enuaſion: 
And hun to put out of poſſeſſion 
Olk his wife called Jpodamen, 
Ind her to rauiſhe maugry all his men. 


There were of the an hundzed in number, 
Swift as the winde in their courſe runnyng 
Whiche of malyce caſt them to encumber, 
Duke Pirithous the day of his weddyng: 
And to rauych his wyfe at their commyng, 
Il foz his party there were no defence 
Agapnſt their power to make reſiſtence, 


But 'Theſeus lyſt not to delay, 

Pirithous his bꝛother to defende: 

Firſt the Centaures knyghtly he did outrap, 
So moꝛtallp, they durſt not him offende, 
Itter the conqueſt to hell they did deſcende, 
Duke Pirithoe:and wozthy Theſeus, 
Maugry the daunger of cruell Cerberus, 


Cherethey tauiſhed in their moztall tene 
Chꝛough their knyghthode,ifyelift tolere, 
Deſpite of Pluto, Pꝛolerpina the quene 
Whiche of Jupiter was the daughter dere. 
Ind Pirithous founde firſt the manere 
Of wilfulli fozce thzough his high renoun, 
Realmes toconquere , and hold in polleſſion, 


But by waityng ſothly of Ouyde 

He playnly tellerh how duke Theſeus 
Ireſted was in hell, and muſt abyde, 
By the fozce ofcruell Cerberus. 

Ind Pluto was to hymcontrarioug, 
Tpll Pirithous to fynde a relees, 
The caſe declared vnto Hercules. 


Whiche ofhis knighthode a remedy founde: 
To helpehis frende did his buſy paine, 
Firſt by his pzowes Cerberus he bounde 
It hell gates wyth a treble chayne, 

Fad ok his manhode he did ſo 0zdayne, 
Duke Theleus from daunger to dilcharge, 
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Chat neither coulde vnto other frayne: 


Leaf. xxii. 
Maugry of Þ1uto fv; to go at large. 


They were in armes biethaen twayne, . 
Loued as bzethzen — p pets, 


Their lite to leopard, and put the ſelf in pꝛees 
And both as bzethzen were called Hercules, 
To ſignifycPÞPogetes can well tell) 


This name in conqueſt all other doth excell. 


By olde tyme thep that were pereles 

Foz their nobles in diuers regions, 

Al they foz nianhode were named Hercules, 
Such as were nopled fo: famous champions 
Tygres todaunt,cke boares, and lyons: 
And tenoumed among them euerpchone, 
Bochas alfirmeth that Theſcus was one. 


irſtcas I (ayd)by his knyghtip trauaple 
n Athens (ode in deuilion, | 
Among them ſelaes by warte and battayle, 
By his wiſdome and his dilcrecion, 

Co ſet accozd within that noble towne 
Thein that were exiled # ode in no certeyne 
He of his knygyhthode made the reſo2t apen. 


e gaue the lawes wherby thei ſhold tht gye 
ble ſtatutes founded of reaſon: 
Set amonge them ſo pzudent policy 
n their liuyng. that no diſcention 
houlde arpſe by none occaſion, 
Among them ſelues in bye oz lowe eftate, 
Þ zoutdyng euer that there were no debate. 


Thus began the city encreaſe and multiplye, 
To ware famoug of wiſdome and richee: 
There ſpꝛong the well fyzt of Philoſophy, 
There ficlt of kayghthode role the hye nobles 
By Theleus, Bochas beareth wytnes, 
Thus es two like as it is founde, 
Cleargy and la doe did there firſt abounde, 


Foz to let the citye in quiete | 
He made peace thzough all that region? 
And of knyghthode he manly did mete 
The cruell tpzant that called wag Creon, 
Maugre him made reſtitucion 7 
Ok loꝛdes bones that were at Thebes flapn, 
To the ladyes,wherof they were full fayne, 


Thus thzough Grece bis renome , 
3nd longinlope thus es life he ladde, 
LOhile that oztune liũ him magnify. 


But 


But ape her iope is meynt with lome enup, 
Foz (he froward liſt no moze loiourne 
With Thyeleus, but began yer to tace tourne 


Away fro him: were peruerce and froward, 
Ok his glozy,vngoodly gan to doubul, 

Do wne fro her whele, he made go back ward 
Ok his good name che gan the fethers pull, 
Pyan his nobleſſe was higheſt at full, 
Imeane the full of his felicitpe, | 
There folowed an ebbe of great a duet ſitie. 


Ind moꝛeouer her frowardly to aquite, 

His vnhaps rehearſyng one by one, 

One the firſt, as Bochas liſt to endite, 
Was when he lay in Crete among his fone: 
Ind out of pzyſon Gould into Grece gone, 


Repay2yag homeward a him ſeife wdzawe, 


(The Mpnotaur whan he had yſlawe. 


The firſt empzyſe that he bndertoke, 

Was whan he eſcaped the impoztable payne, 
Of Wynotaurs, like as ſapth my boke: 

And w him had the kings daughters twapne 
(That he of malice falſely lift dildapne: 
Apenſt Izyadne which did him laue 

From the death, whan he lap in the caue, 


Should haue ben ſlaine had not his ſocour be 
In his repapꝛe he toke therof no hede: 

He lekt her alone in great aduerſitye, 

Within an ple, in miſchefe, ſoꝛowe and dꝛede. 
And fayze Phedza with him he did lede, 
Wedded her like a foz\wozne man, 

Thus w vatruth his miſcheke fir ſt began. 


How Phed2a quit her, p topp is well know: 
n his ablence, Bochas wꝛiteth thus, 
han that he within a litt le thaowe 
Loued agaynſt kynde, her ſonne Jpolitug, 
But he to her was contrarious, 
Woulde not aſſent to ſo foule a dede, 
Foz came he fled, a percel allo foz dzede. 


To his father che him did accuſe, 

As pe tofozne haue the ſtozp (ene: 

Ind foz he did her company refuſe, 

He went away and came neuer agayne. 
Foz pe haue heard how that he was flapne, 
IDichin a chaze though his vnhappy chaũtce: 
And how ÞPhedza thzough vengeaunce, 


Slough her (eife,agapnſt all womanhede, 
Here in this boke tokoze as J pou tolde. 


The kyꝛſt boke 


Ok which thing whan Thelius toke hede, 
Thought it was vegeaunce toz his otteèce old: 
Fozhe not quit him like as he was beyolde, 
To Iriadne whiche ould haue be his wyte, 
By whole luccout ye lcaped with his lple. 


This infoztune and this vnhappy chaunce 
Was to his nobles full contrarious, 


The death allo was to him a vengeaunce, 


Ok his ſonne called J politus: 

Fo: ſoꝛow of whom this duke Theſeus 
With lait teares ſoze began to plapne, 
And helde the exequies of the ilke twapne. 


J trowe allo it did him ſoꝛe greue, 

Due Pirotheus whan he lawe deade, 
Slayne with a beaſt, and myght not relene, 
OfkigDzchus hoũd which had a treble head 
I4yole teeth hozrible of his bloud were redde; 
Whiche infoztune when he gan veholde, 
Unto the death he felt his hart colde, 


Ind fo2 to reken the great wzetchednes, 
The vnhappy chaunces Þ feli him in his lpfe, 
Among all his other great diſtreſles, 

Wag none ſo moztall and ſo full of rife, 

Is was whan he gaue credence to his wyte, 
Phedza called, whiche of intencion 
Compalled vntruelp an acculation 


Upon Jpolytus,cf hatred and enup, 
Becaule he woulde not do ſo great offence, 
As foz to aſſent to her lecherp: 

Therfoze of death he felt the vyolence, 

Ind fot his father to ſone gaue credence, 
Bochas fozbade huſbandes all their lpues, 
Without pꝛefe, not leue to lone their wyues, 


Neither be to haſty tales foꝛ to lene | 
Df flaterers,in chamber ne at the table: 
Fazgers of leſyngs my auctoʒ doth wel pꝛeue 
To abide w loꝛdes that they de not able, 
Hereon he maketh a chapitle notable, 
And of his wzytyng this was the cauſe why, 
That pꝛynces ould examyne eche party. 


Ok wildome allo, and of dilcrecion, 
Without a pzefe not be parciall, 

Foz to a pꝛynce it is confuſion, 

If betwene parties he be not found egall: 
Cauſed many one foz to haus a fall. 


God ſuffrethſuchnotlonge to contune 


Withdzavo their grace, hindꝛeth their fol 
u 


& 
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8 Theſeus foz his haſtines | 
Fig happe.his grace,diſcreaſed day by day, 
The fame appalled of his wozthines, _ 
And frowarde foztune alſo in a wayte lay 
Foꝛ his defautes,to hinder him if che may, 
Caſt ſhe woulde his nobles dilauaunce:. ;--. 


And than his kyngdome by diſobeplaunce. 


From him da we honour and teuerente, 
Full frowardlye though all his region 
(They of Athens by cruell vyol ente 
Fyll agaynſt him in rebellion: 15 
(That he was fayne to fiye out of that towne, 
(Thus hath foztune darked the bzyghtnes 
Ok all his nobles, and caſt hym in diſt reſſe. 


Thus was the ende by great contrariouſtie, 
Of Theſeus, after hys dapes glade, 
Whan the freche floure ok olde felicitie 
Foztune aduerle made them foz to fade. 

Eche thyng muſt bowe whau it is oucrlade, 
WozGpp & honour whan they baighteſtſhine 
w vnware chaunges than ratheſt do declyne, 


CF Lenuoy, 


The vnſure gladnes, the {oye tranſitozy, 
The vnſtable ſurenes, the tran(mutatios, 

(Theclowdy bꝛightnes, the falſe eclipſed glozy 

Okearthly pꝛynces, whiche haue poſſeſſions, 

Wonarchtes and dominacions, 

Their ſodayne chaunge declareth to bs all 

Their ſwete luger is meynt with bitter gall, 


his blynde goddeſſe in her conſiſtozy, 
With her pleaſaunce medleth dilcentiong: 
After triumphes, conqueſt, and victozy, 
Reuety from kynges their lcepters a crowns 
Troubleth the people with falſe rebellions 
Se theſe dukes which from the whele be fall 
Al wozldly luger is meynt with bytter gall, 


This tragedy maketh memozy 

Df dukes twayne, and of their hye renounes, 
And of their loue waite a great hiſtozp, 

Ind how they conquered diuers regions: 
Gouerned cities.countreyes,# allo towneg, 
Tyll foztune their pꝛowes did appall, 
Tolhew their luger was meint w bitter gal, 


P2ynces,pzynceſſes,ſe how deceptozy,. 
Ben all theſe woꝛldiy reualutions: | 
And how foꝛtune in her reciinatozy, 

With her treacle tempzeth faiſe poyſong, 


—— 


/ 
f 
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So marueilous ben her conkectiong, 
Of frowardnes the wyll what ſo befall, 


Euer with her luger of cuſtome temper gall, 


ce. xi. Cvapter 


— 


CHere Bochas wꝛiteth agaynſte them that 
geueth haſtye credence to lperg 

J epzeueth # blameth not onely pzinces, 

© Butall them that lyghtly geuethy credire 


„And flatterers. N 
Athls chapter Bochas in lentente, 
To euetp tale and fable whiche is 
Repozted vnto them fog lothfaſtneſſet 


Ind lig nothing do as it were due, 


To pꝛoue the truth were it kalle oz true. 


All though ſo be in every maner age 
Folkes ben diners of condicions, * * 
To turne, plpe, and chaunge in their courage 
To outher party with ſodayne mocions, 
And foz to boweby tranſmutations._._ 
With euery wpude as the vnſtable teanes,  * 
Which hang on trees, in fozeſtes' in greues. 


But of al chaũges 8; chaunge is moſt to dzede 
And moſt fearfull is that variaunte, 
Wha that primes whych may the people lede, 
Ben founde bnſtable in their gouernaunce: 
Foz their nobles and their hye putſſaunce 
Aſſureth them by a maner of fozme, 

What euer the liſt to accomplyche g perfozme * 


Co comen p2ofite they moſt map aueple, 
Whan they ben ruled by wiſdome and realon 
Ind to the people they map moſt dilaueple, 
Whan they lacke wytte and dilcrecion. 
Thus betwene twapne fn euerp region | 
(The people dz aweth, who that can diſcerne, 
To good oz badde as pzynces them gonerne, 


They may not be tohaſty.ne to ſobayne, 
But do all thyng by good aduiſement: 
Kepe the fro tonges P parted be in twapne, 
Not be to haſty to gene no iudgement: 
Ind of folkes whan they ben abſent, 
Liene no tales neither geue no credence, 
Tyll that the party map come to euidente. 


Sumtime hath happed that lowecredencs 
Hath in ſome be founde full noyons, 

But haſty credence J dare ſay in ſentente, 
A thonſande folde is moze perillous; __ 

Foz vnaduiſed all haſte 8 


Foz 


Fo haftefull oft fozlacke of reaſon, 
Ok muche people hath ben deſtruction, 


There is no domage that men can purpoſe 
Moze tobe dzadde noz moze lamentabls 
(Than a pzpuce his eares to bnclole 

To euery tale and euetp fable: 

t is a token their hartes be not ſable, 

n thep to flatterers their eares do apply 
Namely to luche that can well fozge # lpe. 


Folke ben diuers, ſome falſe, ſome true, 

n diuers ſtudies done their buſines: 
ome can ſtudp, and finde out tales newe, 
And ſome foꝛ lucre can maintapne falſenes, 
And holde vp quarels ayenſt ryghtwiſenes, 
P2etendyng truth vnder a falſe entent, 
Tohinder folkes whiche ben innocent. 


Men to luppole it were a great folye 
That folke g choulde in their opinion 
Speake oz pꝛonounce all on one pattp, 
Oz holde one wap in their intencion: 

Fo: ſemblablp as there is a diuiſion 

Df courages, ot᷑ hye oꝛ lowe degree. 
So is there truly a great diuerlitie 


In rehearſall, oz repozt of a thing. 

Foꝛ to his patty eche man is fauourable, 
Some man can (ay well inal his rehearſyng 
Some man is double, and ſome diſceauable: 
Some men lap true, and ſome be variable, 
Wherfoze a pꝛynte of ryght as it doth ſeme, 
Should well examen befoze that he deme, 


Foz there is none moze dzeadfull peſtilence, 
Than a tonge that can flatter and fage: 
Foz wyth his curſed crabbed byzulence, 
4 enfecteth folke of euery age. 

o to tonges froward of their langage, 
And wo to tonges, falſe, furious, and wode, 
Which ol no perſon neuer can (ay good, 


Bothas rehearſeth,it is right well litt ng 
That every man other do commende, 

And ſay the beſt alway in repoztyng: 

Foz in well (aiyng no man may offende, 
Where men ſay Well god will his grace ſend, 
After as men be, me muſt their pzaiſe vpzaiſle 
Like their merites alowe them oz dilpꝛapſe. 


But where a thing is vtterly bnknowe, 
Let no man there be haſty of ſentence: 


Foz ryghtfulliudges littyng on arowe 


The firſt bone 


Of their wildome and ol their hye pꝛudence, 
Dill of trouth haue firſt ſome euidence. 

CJ meane ſuch as gouerned be by grace) 
Oz any dome fozthe of their lippes pace, 


I pꝛynte ſhould aſſemble thinges twayne 
Within him ſelfe, full pzudentip: - - : 

Shut vp the domes betwene lockes twapne, 
O ne ok the ſoule:to reaſon foꝛ that partir 
Pꝛudente choſen, and right foz the body. 
And betwene them bothe oz he geue ſentence; 
To coun(laple call truth and good conſcience. 


Firſt to conſider wytheuery tircumſtaunce, 
Ind diligently do theron his laboure, 

Ok diſcrecion to take the balaunce: 

And firſt wey out who is the accuſour, | 
And whether that he foz falſenes oz fauoure, 
In his pꝛoceſſe liſt to pzocede, ; 
Yereof a pzynce muſt of ryghttake hede. 


emult alſo conſider by and bp 

at he is, that to him is accuſed, | 
And whether the accuſour, be frend oꝛ enemp 
Oz whether he ſhalbe accept oʒ refuſed, 

In his actes this muſt afoze be muſed, 

And whether he be by repozt of his name, 
A man well noyſed,o: ſlaundꝛed by diffame, 


It᷑ Theſius thus had ben auyled, 

And conſidered of reaſon the manere: * 
He had not ſo haſtelp deuiſed 57 
His ſonnes death, like as pe hall leare, 

Fo2 if there had allembled be in fere, 

Jn his perſon, pzudence and reaſon, 

De Gouldehaueſenetn his deſcrecion. 


By knowlegpng of long experience, 

Ok his wyfe the great vnltedfaſtnes: 

Which thzough her falſe compaſſed eloquence 
Das ready euer to bzyng folke to diſtreſſe. 
And in his wzityng Bochas beareth witnes, 
Of their nature women caa flatter and fage, 
And be lumtyme to copious of their langage, 


Allo of wiſdome, duke Theſius 

Should haue conſidzed atoꝛe in his entent, 

How that his ſonne called Ipolytus, 

Okall vnclennes was founde euer innocent: 

And bow — he by — made his went 
nto to2e durynge his ponge age, 

— hunt at beaſtes, which that were (auage, 


RKennyng on kote, as pe chall dae, | 
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On hilles and baleys,1o eſchue idlenes 
Mother of vices, with his bow in hand, 
Diana to ſerueof huntyng cheke goddeſſe: 
Sumtime to hauke he did his bulines, 
Illo vnto fichyng greatly he was applyed, 
So that his youth was neuer vnoccupied , 


Thus he liued in woodes ſolitary, 
Ind of Uenus diſpiſed the ſeruice: 
Among women he would neuer tary, 
Their felo vochyp he did alway deſpiſe, 

oz he demed by ſentence of the wile, 
o toucheth pytche by a (aye men map ſe, 
It fapleth not he hall defouled be. 


Ipolitus ſawe wel this thing befoze, 
Kept him at large from ſuch contagioſitie 
His grene youth he would not haue it loze, 
To be defouled foz lacke of chaſtitie. 

Fo he liued ener in virginitie, 

And neuer did(Bochas will not barp) 
Nothing that was vnto God contrary» 


(Thus of entent he kept his bodyclene, 
Duryng his lite both in thought and dede: 
Whoſe mother was Jpolita,the quene 
Of Amalones, in Ouide pe may rede. 
But wo alas that Theſeus toke hede, 
Foz a tale of hedꝛa full of gyle, 
Without gilte his lonne lo to exyle, 


Itter whole death ſome Poetes ſayne, 
Howe that Dyana foz his chaſtitie, 
Reſtozed him vnto lite agayne - 

By Elculapius, and gaue him lybertye 
In her fozeſtes to hunt and to go fre: 
Foz whiche reſtozyng(as waite Duiding) 
As twyle a man men call hymUirbiug, 


But Bochas here I not what he doth mene, 
Maketh in his boke an exclamation, 
Igaynſt women, that pity is to ſene: 
Sayth how their life, and their generation, 
Ben of their nature double of condicion. 

Ind calleth them alſo, diuers and vnſtable, 
Beaſtes reſemblyng, that ben inſaciable, 


He meaneth of women boꝛne in Crete, 
And nothyng of them Þ dwell in this coũtrey. 
Foz women here all doublenes thep lete, 
Ind haue no tatche ol mutabilitie: 

hey loue no chaunges, ne no duplicitie. 
Foz their huſbandes incauſes (mall oz great, 
Whyatloeuer they lap,thep can not coliterplets 
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Bleſſed be god that them hath made lo mekt, 
So humble and fearfull of their condicions: 
Foz though men would cauſe and matter (eke 
Againſt their paciente, to finde occaſtons, 
They haue refuſed all contradictions, 

Ind the lubmitted thzough their gouernatice, 
Onely to mekenes and womanlp (uffcaunce, 


I (peake not of one, J ſpeke ofcuerychone 
That ben pꝛokeſſed vnto lowlines, (none 
Thei mai haue mouthes, but ligage hane thei 


Al true huſbandes can beare hereof witneſle, 


Foz wedded men, J dare full well erpzeſſe, 
That haue aſſaped, and had experience, 
Belt can recoꝛde, ot wikely pacience. 


Foz as it longeth to men to be ſturdp, 

Ind ſum what frowarde as oftheit nature: 
Right lo can women ſuffer paciently, 

And all wzonges womanly endure. 

Men ſhoulde attempt no maner creature, 
Ind namely women, their mekenes to pꝛeue, 
Which may wel luſfer, if no man them greue. 


Euery thing reſozteth to his kynde, 

(As Bochas wꝛiteth) ſumt me of the pere: 
And who lercheth by pꝛoteſſe he hall fynde, 
That truth a vertue may neuer fade ot chere: 
Foz rightwiſenes will al way chyne clere. 
Truth and falſnes in what they haue to done, 
They may no while aſſemble in one per ſone. 


Feare and ſlattery they ben contrary, 
They may together hold no long ſoiour: 
Neither ſimpleſle whiche that can not vary, 
Map neuer accozde with a baratour. 
Neyther innocence with a leſyngour, 
Neither chaſtite can not her ſelfe apply, 
Her to confozme vato no rybaudzy, 


Eche thing hath a pzoper diſpoſition, 7. . 
Bp the oꝛdinaunte ſet in their courage: 

And ech man foloweth his condicion, 
Is ofthe ſtocke the frute hath the tatrage. 
Pilgrymes may go full farte in their paſſage 
But J dare (ay how farre that euer they go, 


| (Theybeare lome tarrage off they came tra. 


Bochas maketh an introduction 
In this chapiter,ofhygh nobleſſe 


That pzynces haue in their poſſeſſion: 


And by a maner laughyng doth expꝛeſſe, 
How foz toſet them in great ſyherneſſe 
They haue ſeruguntes * * n 


The kyꝛſt boke 


And men ol armes day and nyght awaptyng 


That no man map enter but he haue lytence. 
The fto ward pozters ſtandyng at the gate, 
ut men abacke by ſturdy vyolence: 

t were full harde agaynſt them to debate. 
Their watches kept early and alſo late, 
Them to aſſure on nyghtes whan they ſlepe, 
The chaberlains their doꝛes ſtraightly kepe, 


Wen aſſigned their meates to aſſay, | 
To taſte their wynes leſt there were treaſon, 
Such moꝛtall dzede theſe loꝛdes do affray, 
So is their ſurenes mepnt with luſpection: 
Who feadeth him glaoly that fearety poyſonz 
But poze folke franchiſed ffom (uch dzeade, 
Such as god doth lende, w myꝛthe they fede. 


But Poetes that wꝛite tragedies, 

Their complapnpyng is all of hye eſtates: 
Rehearſyng euer their piteous ieopardyes, 
Their ſodapne chaũges, a their wofull fates, 
Tyeir deuilpons, and their moꝛtall debates. 
Ind euet cõclude, their dities woho lo cantede, 
High eſtates ſtande aye moſt in dꝛede. 


Ground and rote ok all this moꝛtall trouble, 
IS Bochas w2iteth and beareth witnes, 
Ben thele lyers with their tonges double, 
Chem elfe ape foꝛſyng truth to oppꝛeſſe: 
With whom flattery is a chiefe maiſtreſſe, 
Ind wozſt of all, to their dzeadfull ſentence, 
Is whan pꝛynces be haſty of credence. 


Haſty credence is toote of all erroure, 
A froward ſtepmother of all good counſayle: 
Ground of great hindzing,a dzedefull diſcep⸗ 
Fapie of face with a perillous taple. (uour, 
Gladly concluding w ful great diſauaple. 
Next neighbour vnto repentaunce, | 
To all that truſt a haue in her ple alaunce. 


CLenuoy " 


P Upnees, pꝛiceſſes colider how in euery age 
Folzes ben diuers of their condicion: | 

To ply #turne and chaunge in their courage, 

pet is there none to mine opinion, 

So d2eadfall chaunge ne tranlmutation, 

I's chaunge of pꝛyntes, to geae iugement, 

Oz halty credence without auilement. 


Jes well founde a pallyng great domage, 
doen and expert in every region, 


Though a tale haue a fay2e byſage, 

It map enclude full great deception, 

Hide vader luger galie and fell poyſon, 
With a freche tace of double entendeinent; 
Pet geue no credence without autlement, 


Let folkes beware of their laugage, 

Kepe their tonges from oblocution: 

To hynder 02 hucte by no maner outrage, 
Pzeſerue their lyppes fromall detraction, 
From champarty, and contradiction, 

Leſt that fraude were found in their entent, 
Ne geue no credence without auilement. 


rooms pꝛinte ſſes ofnoble and high parage, 
hiche haue lozd(yp and do nination, 
Voyde them a{yde that can tlatter and fage: 
Fro tonges that haue a terrage of :reaſon, 
Dtoppe pour eares, from their bitter ſonn, 
Becircumlpect,not haſtye but pꝛudent, 

And geue no credence without auilement. 


¶ The. xiiii. Chapter. 


¶ Ot quene Althea, and how Hercules by 
women mw 64 to con⸗ 
uſion. 


bi Bochas had chewed his (tence 


| NI / Ind declared his opinion 
* Againd the Þ wer haſty of credẽce, 
ehe begã anone to make a digreſſion 


Fro that matter: and of entention 
To ſerche out mo his purpoſe to contune, 
That were downe caſt # hyndzed by foztune, 


And as him thought heſawe a company 
Ofmany worthy whiche did appeare: 
Ind among all firſt he did eſpye, 

uene Ilthea, as ſhe gan nygh him nere, 
Ill bewept her face, and alſo het chere, 
With ſalt teates that pitye was to lene, 
Whiche ſometune was of C aleidony quene, 


She was the daughter ofkynge Theſtius, 
Wedded to Dene of Callidony kynge, 

Of cheare and face appearing full piteous, 
Her heere to toꝛne, and frowardly liyng: 
And in token alſo of complapnynge, 

A's wꝛiteth Bochas,wherokhe toke hede, 
Blacke was her habite, tozne was her wede 


I ſonne che had Melliagerhe hyght, 
In earth was there none fayzer tole: 
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13yght wel fauoured in euery mans ſyght, 
And as J fynde, at his natiuite 
:eſent were the fatal ſuſters the, 
Iith their rockes,and began to ſpyn faſt, 
Ind toke a bꝛond, and in the kyꝛe it caſt: 


Ind in that hour this was their langage: 
Touchynge thys chylde we full accozded be, 
And haue diſpoſed alſo, the terme of his age 
The ſpace concluded ot his deſtyne, 

As long tyme who ſo lyſt to ſe, 

Tyll thys bꝛond among the coles reed, 

Be ful conſumed into aſhes dead. 


But whan Althea eſpied their entent, 

And conceyued the fpne of their ſentence? 
She roſe vp, and the bꝛond che hent 
Out of the fyze wyth ful great diligence, 
Quenched anone the fy:es violence, 

The dome of Parche ſhe gan thus diſobey, 
The bꝛond releruinge vnder locke # key, 


Tcuchyng the father of this Melliager, 
Oeneus, of hym thus J rede, 

Howe that he ſought nighe and ferre 
Goddes a goddeſſes, whoſo lyſt take hede, 
In hope onely foz to haue great mede. 

Foꝛ to them al, poetes thus deupſe, 

Saue to Diana he dyd lacrifyce. 


Wherof che caught an indignacion: 

Caſt che woulde on hym auenged be. 

Sent a Booze in to his region, 

Full ſauage and full of cruelte. 

Which deuoured the frute of many a tree, 
Ind diſtroped his coꝛnes and his bynes, 
That ſuch ſcarſneſſe of vitayles # of wpnes 


Was in his land vpon euery ſyde, 

That the people of neceſſite, 

Compelled were among to pzoupde 

Dome meane oꝛ way to ſaue their countre: 
And at the laſt they condiſcendedbe 
That Melliager luſtyokhiscozage, (age 
Shoulde chole w him fol des frech # yonge of 


This dꝛedeful Booze mightely to enchace, 

Ind foꝛth they went echon deuoyde of dꝛede, 
With round ſperes they gan him tomanace 
But Melliager made fy2lt his ſydes blede, 
Ind wyth a werde than (mote ok his hede. 
Wherof the countre was glad and fapne, 


Ind in this wyle the talkye boze was flaine; 
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Some bokes tell ofthis huntyng, - : + 
(That a lady whych was bozne in Arge, 
Called Ithalanta doughter to the kyng,: | 
To ſlee this Booze toke on her the charge. 
And wyth an arowe made his wo'iides large, 


Alſo in Ounde.lykeag it is founde, 


Becauſe that che gaue the fp: wounde, 


Melliager anone foz a memozye, 

Is he that was her owne choſen knight, 
Gaueher the heed in token of this victoꝛy. 
But his two vncles ayenſt al (kyl and ryghte, 
Kaft her the head of very fore and myght: 
Haupng diſpite that che in her aupſe, 

Ok this victozy choulde beate away the pꝛite. 


With which iniury Mel liager was wꝛoth, 
Igaynſt them pꝛoudiy gan diſdayne: 

Pulled out a ſwerde # vpon thẽ goeth, 
And thzoughehys manhode dlewe his vnctes 
And after Þ dyd his buſy payne (twaine; 
To take the heed, and wyth humble entent 
To Ithalanta agapne to be pꝛeſent. 


One ok his vncles was called flexippus 
A manly knyght but ponge ok age, 

(That other bꝛother named Theſeus. 
But whan their ſuſter her de of that outrage, 
Howe they were ſlayne, che gan in her viſage 
Were decd and pale, alas, foz her bloud: - 


Whan che eſpyed the ca uſe ho we it ltode, 15 


She bad no matter god wote to be fayne, 
Quene Althea to ſt and and beholde, 

Der bꝛetherne twayne of her ſou ſlayne 

At the huntyng, ol whych tokoze J tolde. 
Fyꝛſt thynges twayne che gan peiles vnfold, 
Ok her bꝛetherne the loue and nigh kyured, :. 
And ok her ſonnethe'haſty cruel dede. 


Ind remembzing che caſteth in balaunte 
Ok hertely wo that che dydendute, : 
Thought if he dyd vpõ their-deth vengeare 
To flee her lon it were apenſt nature: 
Thus in a warte longe tyme Gedyd endure, 
Her deedly ſoꝛowe pepſyng euery dell, 
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Thus tender Imeane, her ſon fa to ſpa re, 
Oꝛ puniche the dethe of her bꝛether twayne. 
Thus confoxtleſſe al deſtitite and bare, 
In languichingcdernduted loꝛthe her payne: 
Ind remedy tan ſde none uꝛdarne, 
Saut taine che mee eee, 


The firſt boke 


But than came fozth nature and ſaydnay, 


It was her lonne, agapnſt all kyndly ryghte 
Ok whom che caſt auenged foz to be: 

Co women al an vgly ſtraunge ſyghte, 
(That a mother deuoyde of all pitie, 

- Shouldeſleeher childe lo merciles parde, 
Nape not (o,nature wt not aſlent, 

Foz it che dyd full ſoꝛe he Gould repent, 


But O, alas, al fatal puruepante 

Aepeth his courle, as (ome clerkes ſapne: 
But the wꝛytyng of doctours in ſubſtaunce, 
And theſe diuynes reply thereagayne, 
And affirme the opinion is in vane, 

Ok them that truſt in fate oz deſteny, 

Foz God aboue hath the ſoueraintie. 


And of foztune the power map reſtrapne, 
(To laue and ſpyl lyke as folke deſerue: 


Ayenſt his wyl they may nothynge oꝛdapne, 


Ok neceſſite what courle that they conſerue, 
But this matter al holy J relerue 

Unto diuines, to determyne and conclude, 
Wyhypch nat partayneth vnto folkes rude, 


But Althea of Calcidony quene, 
Began ſoꝛe muſe and henge in balaunce: 


Her bzetherne deed whan ſhe dyd them ſene, 
Than was the meued anon to do vengealice 
Wpou her ſon, by ful great diſpleaſance. 
But as poetes lyſt foꝛ to compile, 
Nature her made wdzawe her hand, a while, 


Thus betwene y2e and affection, 

She helde her long ofeuery partie ſable; 
4Tyll that che caught in her opinion 

A ſoden ranco2 
And haſty woꝛth, which is not comendable, 
Apenſt her ſon made her with her hande 
Out ol her cheſt to take the fatall bzande, 


Ind ſodaynly che caft it in the fy2e, 

And wexed cruell agaynſt all womanhed 
To execute her benomous Deſyze, 

The fatall hzondeamong the coles rede 
Conſumed was into aſhes dede , 

And furiouſlp in her melancoly, 

The vengeaunte done che thus gan to ery. 


O ye Patte froward ſuſters thzee 


ch ol kepe the libzarp, 
— * — at their natiuite 


I'wayee the ſentence whych may not bary, | 


which made her be vengeable, 


Wherſo it be wylful oz contrary, 
Upon his domes alwayetakyng hede, 
How that ye chall diſpoſe the fatal thꝛede, 


Thou Cloto takeſt thy rocke on hand, 
And Lachelis after doth begyn, 
By great auiſe, who fo can vnderſtande, 


The th2ede of length to dꝛawe and to (pyn, 


But whan the ſpitite h al fro the bodye twin, 
Thou Atropos doeſt thy buſy payne, 
Ful frowardly to parte the thꝛed in twapne, 


I may wel playne in fuch perdicion, 

Not foꝛ a day, but wo alas fozeuer: 

Pe haue vntwyned and made deuſion, 

Ok my two bꝛetherne, a cauſed the dilceuer, 
That here on lpue IJ Cal ſe them neuer: 
And Jof haſte, alas why dyd J (0: 
Tauenge their deth haue ſlapu my (on alſo, 


O pe doughters of Cerberus the fell, 

Whoſe vgly moder was the blacke nyght, 
Al your kyndzed and linage lyue in hell, 

And fo to auẽge the wꝛong # great varyght 
Which J haue accompliſhed in your ſpght, 

J wyl wpth you perpetually complapne, 
Like my defert,tendure (020w and payne. 


Ind whyle che gan w her ſelfe thus tryue 
Upon her ſozowes that were endleſſe: 

She made a lwerde thzough her hert toriue; 
Ok her lelfe che was here recheles, 

And Bochas after among al the pꝛeſe, 
Sawe as hym thoughte wyth a full hidious 
Deed ek viſage , Hercules appere. (chere, 


Whoſe father was Jupiter the greate, 

His mother doughter of Amphitrion, 
Called Alcumena ſumtyme bozne in Crete, 
And as poetes reherce one by one, 

So excellent was there neuer none | 
(To (peke of conqueſt, of victozy and fame, 
Here in thys woꝛld that had ſo great a name. 


D2edful of loke he was and ryght terible, 
His berde alſo blacke which hing lowe doun 
And al his heer as bꝛiſtels were hozible, 

Hys robe alſo ful maruaplous of facion, 
Wag of the ſkynne of a fierce lyon, 

Whych from his backs of very fozce he rent: 


— Withina fozelt a lone whan he went. 


en hand he bare a malt offtele, | 
pch to beholde was wonder long a huge, 
p 


By apparence as Bochas felte wele, 
Demed ofreaſona ryghtful iuge, 

Chat Hercules had to his refuge, | 
Wyledome W fozce,foz toencreaſe his fame, 
Is beaſtes wylde foz to make them tame. 


And vnto Bochas he ganloude crye: 

Take right good hede foz it is no fable, 

J foz my merites toſpeake ofchiualry 

Ind noble triumphes, am moſt comendable: 
Co be pꝛeferred moſt wozthy and moſt able, 
Which haue accompliſhed al that may excel, 
Thtough hyghe pꝛowes b any tong can tel. 


Ilſo of my byꝛth in heuyn ful yoze ago, 
Fully concepued my conſtellacion: 
Myghty Jupiter (ayd vnto Juno, 

On luch a day in ſuch a region, 

One halbe bozne moſt myghty of renoun, 
Nobleſt ofnobles both in warre and pees, 
Of whom the name chalbe Hercules. 


The whych dome whan Juno vnderſtode, 
Df Jupiter conceyuing the entent, 

And knewe my fate chould be lo good, 

To Lucina her meſſanger (he ſent: 

But ſomeſaythe howe her lelfe downe went, 
To thys goddeſle, goddeſſe of childing, 

And her beſought to graunt her her alkynge. 


That che would from Hercules tranſlate 
The influence of his natiupte, 

Helpe to reſcue his name and bys fate, 
And graunt it holy to ponge Euriſtee. 
And that Lucina pzeſent would be 
The ſame hour by Jupiter pꝛoupded, 

It to poſſede all hole and vndeuided, 


Thus to the mother ofthis Euriſlee, 

Juno the goddes graunted her fauour: 
Therby dilpolyng that he Would be, 
Mighty of puiſſaunce lyke an emperour. 
But of his nobles the conqueſt a labour, 
Ind of his manhode rhe pꝛowes a purlute, 
Bp Yercules was fully execute. 


(This Dercules had the trauaple, 

And Euriſteus bare away the name, 
Alſo Yercules fought in plate and maple, 
Ind highe empꝛiles pzoudly dyde attame, 
But the repozt of hys noble fame 

To Euriſteus fully was aſcriued, 


Thus of his thanke was Hercules depziued. 
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Full oft in armes ſome man doth wele, 

And oft cauſeth that the felde is won, 

And another that dyd neuer a dele, | 
The pꝛice out (pzedeth lyke as chineth p ſon, 
And oft it happeneth he that hath beſt ron, 
Doth not the ſpere like his deſert poſſede, 
Wyere falſe fauoz giueth euery mi his mede 


Fame in her palice hath trũpes mo than one, 
Some of goide that geueth afreſhe ſoun: 
Some man hath laude and deſerueth none, 
And lome haue be ful wozthy of renoun 
Nothinge pzeferred by commendacion, 
As by repozt of ſtates bye and lowe, 
So frowardly Fame her trumpe hath blo we: 


Touchpng armes, the poze ne theriche 
Be not of hertes echone cozragiousg; 
Neither al men map not be pliche, 
Nepther of theyz name egal ne gracioug, 
Ind though the poze haue bene victozioug, 
Ok auenture to do full wel ſome daye, 

Other haue pinched to take his thike away, 


On lleeth the dere wyth an hoked arowe, 
Whole part is none pet of the veniſon: 

One beteth the þ buch another hath p ſparow 
Ind all the byzdes in his poſſeſſion, 

One dꝛaweth his nettes in riuers bp a doun, 
With ſondꝛy baytes caſt out lyne and hoke, 
Ind hath no parte of al that euer he toke, 


An euidence hereofye may ſe 

Ful notable to be put in memozye, 

Ok Hercules and of Euriſte: 

Foz Hercules gate aye the victozy , 

Ind Euriſteus receiued hath the glozye, 
Thus the palme departed was in twayne, 
Chat one reioyſed, that other bare þ payne. 


Euriſteus was pzince of Athene, 

Sonne and heire by dyſcent oflyne, 

Unto the kyng that called was Stellene 
Under whole myght as Bochas dothe deter 
Hercules though knightly diſciplyne, (mine 
Pꝛoued ſo moſt manly and moſt wyle, 

(That from al other he bare away the pꝛile. 


But wo alas that euer it ould fall, 

So manly a knyght ſo woꝛthy andnotable, 
(That any ſpotte chould his pzice appall, 

Oz cauſehys cozage foz to be vaſtable. 
Which is a thinge doleful and lamentable, 


From his knighthode ag a thinge ſtraunge, 
That 


IJ wyll excuſe them becauſe their nature 
Is to chaunge hertes and cozrages: 
Agaynſt their nature no fozce maye endure, 


Foz their flatery and (ugred fayzelangages, 


Lyke Sirens full freche of their viſages, 
Fo: to chaunge of pꝛinces the nobleſſe, 


Mo than Hercules can bere hereof witneſſe. 


Thus Hercules aſtonied and aſhamed, 
Unto Bochas che wed his pzeſence: 
Said, alas my knighthode is diffamed 
By a full faiſe amoꝛous peſtilence, 

o loꝛe conſtrayned by moꝛtal violence, 
Whereby alas my manhode was applied, 
By lleye of women oppꝛeſſed a maiſtried 


To take their habit # cloth me in their wede, 


To here my berde,and farce my vyſage 
With oyntmentes againſt al manhede, 
To make it ſouple,# chaunge mp langage: 
And tocomplayne moze of myne outrage, 
Upon my fyngers fyue twyſe tolde, 

IJ had ringes richely wzought of golde, 


Thugs was my cozage chaunged fempnine, 
Fo: loue of one called Jolee: 

Ok condicions though che werelerpentyne, 
Me thought the was fayzelt vnto ſe, 

That all my toye was wyth her to be. 

And that none Hould aperceiue my treſpace, 
Ichaunged both habite loke and face, 


And was a woman out warde in apparence, 

Ol entent to haue moe liber te 

To vle my luſtes, and haue experience 

Ol appetites, which that vnlefull be: 

Whe rot the (claundze reboundeth vpon me, 

That J dare ſay my outragious treſpace 
Doth al my knyghthode a pzowes difface, 


Wherof Bochas, I pzay the take good hede, 
Foz to diſcriue in termes playne x clere, 
Mine infoztune lyke as it was in dede: 
That whan other concepue the manere 

Ok myne vnhappes, contagious foz to here, 
They may by example ot᷑ me do their paine, 
From vicious like their hertes to reſttaine. 


Foz theſe folles that al wyſdome diſpiſe, 
And be contrary to vertuous diſcipline , 
Map gyueerample to folkes that ben wile 
And ben to them alanterne of doctrine, 


The kyꝛſt boke 
That euer a woman ould his hert chaunge, 


Upces to eſchewe, and pmdently declyne 
Fro ſteſhely luſtes:foz it is taught in ſcholeg, 
(That wpſeme al dap ben ytaughtby foles, 


VOhan Bochas had concepued the pleynt 
Ok Hercules in his appering, 
And how his nobles by women was ataint, 
Thꝛough his diſozdinateliuing: 
He thought anone hym remembzinge, 
Fd had be ruthe foꝛ to put in mynde 

rs vires all, and vertues left behinde. 


Conſidered allo it was impartinent 


Ether by lãgage to waite ayenſt al ryght, 


Iny thing that hould in lentment 

The fame amenule of lo noble a knyght, 

Oꝛ to diſcreſe in any mans ſygyt (werreg 
Yys glozious pꝛowes, ſith poetes fo hys 
Rele his renome, lo highe aboue the ſterres. 


Fo he was both knyght and Philoſopher, 
Ind foz his ſtrength called a giant: 

Foꝛ coinmen pꝛokit he gan pzomptly pzofer, 
Of manly cozage gyue thereto full graunt, 
To entre in to Egipt to ſlee the giaunt 
Called Buſyzis, who of ful falſe entft (wet 
Slewe al ſtraũgers that thzough his kingdũ 


Foz bnder a colour of liberalite, 

Unto his palys gladly he would cal 
Stratigers echone Þ came thzough his cũtre, 
And ſolemly recepue the one and al: 

Ind lyke a kynge, both in chambꝛe and hal 
Make them ſuch chere in all maner thynge 
As apperteyned to a wozthy kyng, 


But whyle his geſtes lay a nyght tolepe, 
This falſe tirant in ful cruel wyle, 
Murdꝛed them erhone oz they toke kepe: 
And after that,thys was allo his ne, 
With their bloud to make a (ac 
To Jupiter god of that countre, 

Ok hole entent to pleaſe his deite. 


(That in his kyngdome of frutes & grapne, 
(The land encreſed by great habundaunce: 
Doun from heuin he would ſend the rayne, 
This meane he made x this cheuilaunce. 
To murdze and flee he had ſo great pleſacice, 
Foꝛ of al thing him thought it did him good 
To murdꝛe his geſtes, and to ſhede their blod 


Whi this murdze of Buſiris was couth, 
That no ſtrigers myght paſſe his ladi wu , 


or 


of John Bochas. 


This manly knyght yet flowꝛyng in youthe, 
Thys noble, famous, thys wozthy Hercules, 
Imong other he put hym ſelfe in pꝛees: 

And lyke a geſt out warde in chewyng. 

Came to the palys of Buſiris the kyng, 


Rebuked hym ok his great ontrage 

Done to hys geſtes, by cruel violence, 

And foꝛ to make peſible that paſſage, 

And foꝛ to auenge 5ᷣ his impoztable offence, 
Ind of his murdze to make a recompence, 
Thys Hercules ſlewe Buliris in dede, 

Ind toke the bloud whych he dyd blede, 


Offred it vp Jupiter to pleaſe, 

Foꝛ thys victoꝛy hym to magnifye. 

Ind al Egipt thus was ſet in eaſe, 

(Their landes and frutes gan alſomultiply, 
(Theyz grayne encreſed about on eche partye , 
And to habounde by influence of rayne, 
Whych afoze time of vitayle was barayne, 


Another giaunt called Intheus, 

kyng of Libye and gouerned al the land, 
1Phom Hercules moſt ſtrong and cozagious, 
Suͤtime outraid, c llewe hym with his hand. 
Foꝛ as they wꝛaſtled by experience he fand, 
Touching the erth this giantCit is trewe) 
His fozce;his myght,dyd alway renewe. 


But whan Hercules the maner dyd eſpye, 
Howe his ſtrength renewed agapne ſoofte: 
Thetagaynſt he Hope aremedy, 

Hye in the ay2e he peyled hym vp a loſte 
And with ſtrokes harde aud nothynge ſofte, 
Backe and bone ſo ſoꝛe he did embzace, 
That pe kyll deed tofoze hym in the place. 


But ſome bokes of thys giant tell, 
Within his kyngdoine who dyd him aſſafle, 
He would of newe his chiualty compel: 
Efte agayne tomete hym in battaple: 
Ind in this wyle full ſelde he dyd fayle 
To afozce of ne we as pe chal vnderſtand, 
His trength,his myght, all enemis to witad, 


ButHercules of hye diſrretſon, 
The felde on him manl p to tecure, 
Had hym by ſleyght ont of hys region: 
Ind as they inet there of auenture, - - 
The ſayd Anthens might not endure, 

But was diſconfited by Hercules anone, 
Paugre his myght,and hip menecyone, . — 
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Ifter this conqueſt Hertules is 
Foz exerciſe,his pꝛowes fo2 to vſe 
Agaynſt the mpghty ſtronge Gereon, 

Kyng of Spayne,of Melleager, and Ebuſe, 
(The whych tiraunt myght hym not excuſe, 
That all his labour as poetes lyſt compyle, 
Was from theſe tealmes his people toexile, 


Yps tiranny myght not long endure, 

Foz Hercules that noble wozthy knyght, 
Made vpon hym a great dilconfiture, 

And llough the tyꝛaunt as they met in kyghte: 
And after that thzough his great myght, 
Ofhighe pꝛowes and inagnanimyte, 
Sloughe Cerberus with his yeades thze. 


The famous bull of the lande of Crete 
Wyych that diſtroyed all that region, 

He ſloughe alſo whan that they dyd mete: 
And in Nemea he ſlough a feirle lyon. 
And foz a recoꝛde of hys high renoun, 

Of manly fozce his ſkyn away he toke, 
Ind to his body a cote thereof he hope. 


To his enemis to ſhewe hym mozed2edeful, 
Therkoze he ware that hidious _ 
Ind foz he was in armes neuer fouude dul, 
But ylike freche euer in his entent, 

In to a mountaine anone he made hys went, 
Called Erimanthus:æ there in his paſſage, 
He llewe a boar moſt wylde a molt ſauage. 


Belyde a ryuer called Styphalus, 

Of turious byꝛdes he llewe a great nombze, 
Within the kyngdome ofkpng Pheneus, 
Ali the countre they dydencombze: 

Foz vwpyth their hadowe # 1 bmbze 
On lede, on frutes,where euer they alight, 
Il was deuoured in euery mannes light. 


Upon the mountapne called Xuentpne, 
Which is not far from Rome the titre, 
There is a wode, as cronicles determyne, 
Right freche of light and goodly on to le: 
And Hercules paſlyng by that countre, 
Fro Soaynward pallpng by Jtayle, 
Cachus the giant dyd hym there aſſaile 


o e Hercules am ng the leues grene 
Layde him to llepe by 0 1 


we rob perk bor oparneauenure 
| ſtes, agginſt the ſonne chyne 
LObile bat heſſopie nt in their paſture, 
Came Cachus fozth ful hidious of ſtature, 
Thought he would theſe beaſtes xx 1 Nnge 


The firſt doke 


Stale them erhone, and hyd thẽ in a caue. 


And lyke a thefe he made them go backward 
That no man ſhould þ trares of them know: 
Neyther of their paſſage haue no regarde, - 
Foz by their tailes he ledde them on a rowe, 
In to his caue which that ſtode full lowe, 
Ind foz thep were of excellent — — 
Co kepe them clole he did his bulineſle, 


Out ol his ſlepe whan Hertules awoke, 
And parteyued his oxen were away 

He roſe bp and caſt about his lone, 

Began to aſppe in all the haſt he map 

To what partie the traces ofthem la:: 
And while he ſtode thus muſyng in the ade, 
He herd the lowyng that his oxen made. 


And by their lowing he gan anone apzoche 
Toward the parte whet they were kept cloſe, 
Fonds the caue vnder a myghty roche: 

And pzoud Cachus which had the in depoſe, 
Agaynlt Hercules he ſturdelp aroſe, 

But foz al that he myghte hym ſelfe not ſaue, 
Foz he hym lloughe at thentring of the caue, 


And thus his beaſtes he hath ayen recured, 
Taat ſempte a foze inrecuperable. 


Alter the mountaine byfozce he hath aſſured, 
Which foz bzigites a toe was full doutable. 
But by his knyghthodit was made habitas 


That men mygut foz dꝛede of any foe (ble, 
Whan euer they would frely come and go, 


Touchynghis conqueſt vpon Feminye, 
Igaynſt Fmaſones with Theſeus he went: 
The nn Ipolyta thzough his chiualry, 
Fot his pzaye anone to hym he hent. 

Ind Jpotita ot ful true entent 

Gaue vnto hym in token of victozy, 


I girdel of golde to haue her in memozle, 


After to Affrikehe went a full great pace, 
Onely of purpoſe the gardin foz to ſe, - 
Which apperteyned to kynge Ithlas - 
That bzother was to the kynge Pzomothee ; 
In aſtrology full wel expert was he, 
And of this gardyn of whych J haue tolde, 
The riche bꝛaũches a apples were of gold, 


T made by great | 
8 r= 
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That no man entred that yythe mancloa, 


— — — 


Bue bert lag might ofrenoun, 
And fro the gradeyn he bare away the — 


This (aid Ithlas as bokes ſpecifie, 

And poetes allo of him endite, 5 

De was connynge in aſtronomy, 

Ind ther in did ful greatly him delite: 

And many a boke he made and dyd wꝛite 
With great labour and great diligence, 

In hys time vpon that (ſcience, 


The which were moze pzecioug than golde, 
And moze rich in his opinion: 

But Hercules in ſoth as it is tolde, 

Gate all the bokes though hys hie renoun: 
Bare them by fozce out of that region, - 
And to Greceipke a conquerour, 


With hun he bꝛougyht the toz a great treaſour, 


Of Trart he ſlough the giant outragioug 
That ſumtime was called Diomede, 
Which murdzed al that tame to his youle, 
And with their tee his hozle he dyd fede. 
Ind though his witte labour and manh:de 
Of Achelous, whych was a great wondze, 
De made the ſtremes koz to de parte a ſondze. 


Ind by his wiſdome dyd the ſo deuide, 

In two parties diſceuetinge his pallage: 
Foz afoze no man myght abyde 

Ofhis courſe the furious fel outrage. 

Foz in tountreis it dyd io great domage, 
Turning vpward there was non other bote, 
Where euer it towed of trees, crop and rote. 


I great empiſe he did allo vndertake 


Whan that the meſſe hidious and hozible 


Iriued vp of Irchadies the lake, 

Called Lerne the beaſies ful odible, 
LOhich with their teeth a mouthes terrible 
Frute,grapne,# cozne dyd moztally deuour, 
But Hercules the countre to ſucour, 


Came lyke a knyght their malice fo to let, 
And by his pzudence deſtroyed the euerichon: 
With in the lake the woꝛmes vp he Get, 
Saue among all behind was left one, 
Ind ag atuſt him this Hercules anone, 
Of knighthod raught ſo great auauntage. 
(That to the coiitrehedydno moze domage. 


Thug all thatener may reberſed b, 


Touchung knighthode, prowes, o/ pzudenct, 
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O!2 2 kame, oꝛ long talent, Libencondete gulched out the bloude 
3 od excellence, Ind whan he ſawe that he — | 

2 1 Ca Dianpꝛa befoze hum * 

And fot his Fines 22255 marcall, Dan all his hart he her g 

deln enen That in one thing his lud he wouldodey: 


To take his chert and de not retcheles | 
Wity blond ditapned,and lende it Hercules. 


ne 16 1 8 Thorathzou ugh withhim to be reconſiled: : 
abzod Tee bis 3 And che to him anone the Mert hath ent, 
| | ne leauech his th his b2ygb | Th2ough whole venim, alas he was begüed, 
| Sumtinie Whan he is frel(heſt in — a. „ Fo2 what by touching and by enchauntment; 
With pawarecloubes that ſodapniy appete: Dis lleſhe and bones were all to bzent, 

we f And among his deadly paynes all, 


Whiche r 
And his 
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e o2y 510 Juton rage he lodarnir is fall. 
Of n this vnſtable 
Etl chadowed his meozy Judasadeaſt furiouſly he ranne 


BY Lg ke ooo was his wyfe: On valeys # hylles among craggy ſtones; 
Foz by.her fraude came in themogtalltxyfe; Semblably as doth a woode man. 
As ye hal heare the maner and the caas, Pulled vp trees and rotes all at ones, 


herby that he lol his lpſe, alas. B2ake beaſts hoꝛznes, t al to — her boneg 
Mas it not pitie that a knyght fo good; | 
Pet fog ene this moſt manly man, Sold amog beſtes runne lauage # woode 2 
Fou nde in ſinguler battaple 
With Ach a ſonne of An Tc Thus onerwhelmed was all his wozthines, 
Lyke LA 7 A rehearlayle: Ind to deriyne went his pꝛolperittie. 
een Cauſe and roote of al his weetchednes, 


a And 
This fe o mad 95 CE Was foz that he ſet all his felicitie, 
Sent from his babe hop tain To truſt o much the mutabilltie, 


anna! '{ Ofthele women, whyche early and ſoone 
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o Her 85 


105 Of(heirnature bzayed vpon the moone,” <2 


Ind Ap * Alas, alas, all nobles andpmudence, | 
with Pꝛowes ot nature, foꝛce, and chyualry, 
. 977 Forgot — — Wage 
115 5 ed his eruyce, Uextuous ſtudy paofitvng in cleargy,  , * 
And = 


Hath though falſe luſtes here be manaced, 
* n defaced, 


Hercules Ifrleoy pennequabe; 4) 
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Denen Poetres glonifpe and exalt: rd 185 

But fraudeof women made thy renome halt. 

. And kroward alas he auen 
deer dads Fozto diſcryuealas the fatalends,! 
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Ind nj gant in Vs 
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Wertue exilpng where lull n 
(Thzough faiſe luxury diffaſen all nobles, 
As this tragedy can beate full well witnes. 


Where froward Uenus hath domination 
And blinde Cupide his ſubiects doth auaunce 
And wil full luſt thzough indiſcrecion 

Is choſen iudge to holde the balaunce, 
(Their chopſe valefull yath thzough yli chaũce 
Derked of pꝛynces the famoug nobles, 

As this tragedy beateth full well witnes. 


O thou Hercules foz all th high renoun, 
Foz all thy conqueſt, # knyghtly ſuſtiſaunce, 
Thou were by women bzought to confuſion, 
And by their fraude thy renoumed puiſſaũce, 
Diſclaundzed was @bzought to miſchaunce 
I were achamed to waite it oz expzeſſe, 
Except this tragedy can beare well witneſſe, 


Pꝛyntes pꝛinteſſes, ot high diſcretion, 
This thing impꝛinte in your remembzaunce 
Ok others kallyng, make pour pꝛotect ion 
Pou to pꝛeſetue thʒougij pzudent pur ueiaũce: 
Afoꝛe pꝛouided that your pet ſeueraunce 

Be not perturbed by no faiſeſozcereſſe, 

As this trage dy of other bereth wuneſſe. 


C The.xv. Chapter. 


A pꝛoteſſe of Narciſſus, Byblis, Myzra, 
and of other their infoztunes to Bo⸗ 
chas complapnyng. 


Arciſſus, Byblis, and Mpꝛta all thae, 
Tofoze Bochas ppteouſly did appeare 
2\._- Their infoztunes their infelicitie, 
To him camplapnyng with a deadly cheare; 
And of their commpng to tell the e, 
Narciſſus with ſozow and dole attaÞut, 
Began firſt to declate his complaypnt. 
He was the ſonne of Cephilus the flode, 
And his mother called Lpuope: 
And by diicent bozne of gentle blode? 
Ok creatures fayreſi on to ſe. 
= as I uy — ape — — | 
yzeltas by ipirite ot pꝛophecp, 
Couchyng his fate thug gan ſpecify. 


(The goddes baue pzouided foghim a A 
ed ny 2 


Cyli that he knoweand ie bin owns ne 
And tas hig ſans full manpalevniture/ Nene 


The fyꝛſt boke 


Kap nap(quod he)J will on obep 
To pour deſires, foz hozt concluſion; 


By ozdinaunte of god and of nature, 
Whan they him le Wall fele full great payne, 
If they inloue his grace map not attayne. 


Neuer in his lyfe wedded fox tobe 5 
He thought him ſelfe ſo fayze of bylage: 
Foz whych he caſt thzongh his great outrage 
Agaynſt ali luſtes of tone to ne, 

To hunt at beaſtes alone, and be flapne, 


Ind in this whyle that he kept hym to, 
In the fozeft and in wyldernes, _ 
A water goddeſſe, that called wag Ecco, 
Loued hun full hote fot his fairenes: 
And ſikerl did her bulines, | 
To folow his eppes ryght as any lyne, 
To her delyzes to mae him to enclyne, 


heard her welebut he ſawe her nought, 
herof aſtonied anone he gan to enquete, 


N - 


W 


Is he that was amaruepicd in his thought, 


Sapd euen thus:is any wyght now here: 

And che aunſwered theſame in her ma nere, 
What euer he ſaydca@longerh to Co) 
Without abode he layd the lame hm to. 


Come nere quod he) and began to tall 


ne hart dere, 
bs dwell in fere, 


- 
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Dell leur J had plapnly ſoz to dex 


Than ye ſhould haue of me poſſeſſion, *' 


We be nothing o opinion, | | 
Toer zal wehte no fygure ſe, 
So fogthrour way polpſnke no mot Þ me; 


Is che that myght ol him no locour haue: 


But 
0 


of John Bochas. 


E utdiſpayzed this Ecco is fozthe gone, 
Ind hidde her ſelle in an vgly caue, 
Imong the rockes is burted in her graue: 
And though ſo be þ men her voyce may heare 
Ifter that time che neuer durſi appeare. 


Chus Hartiſſus thzough daunger a dildeine 
Upon the lady did crucli vengeaunee, 
But whan the Goddes his cruelty hadſeine 
Towardes him fpll a greatgreuannce: 
Ok his vnmerty they had diſpleaſaunce, | 
And tight as he merciles was founde, 

So w bnmerep he caught his deadly wound. 


Foz all daunger diſplea ſeth to Uenus 
Jadalldiſdayne is lothſome to Cupide: 

Foz who to lone is contrarious, 

The god of lone will quite him on ſome lyde, 
His dreadfull arrovoes ſo moxtally deuyde, 
To hurt and mayme all that be retchleſle, 
And in her lerupte founde mercilelle, 


And foz Narciſſus was not merciable 
Towarde Ecco, foz his great beautye, 

But in his pozt was founde vntretable, 
Cuppde thought he woulde auenged be, 

As he that her pzayer hearde of pitie: i 
Cauſyng Narciſſus to fele and haue his part, 
Ok Uenus bꝛande and of her fiery darte, 


And on a dap whan he in wildernes, 

Had after bea ſtes runne in huntyng, 

And fo 2 labour can fall in werines, 
He was deſirous to haue ſome refrechyng, 
And wonders thurſtlewe after traueylyng 
Mygyt not endure lenger there to dwell, 
And at the laſt he founde a criſtall well, 


Right freche (pzingyng a wonder agreable, 
'The water luſty anddelectable of ſight: 
And fozhis thirſt was to him impoztable, 
Upon the bzpnkes he fell downe ryght, 
And by reflection in middes ot ß water bzight 
Him thought he ſawe a paſſyng faire ymage, 
To hym appeare, moſt angelpke of vylage. 


He was enamoured with the ſemelineſle, 
Ind delierous therofto ſtand in grace, 
Ind pet it was not but a lykelineſſe, 

And but aadowe reffectyng of his face, 
The whiche of feruence amoꝛouſſy tembzace 
This Narcaſlſus with'a piteous complapnt, 
Start into the weil and lo him lelle dꝛeynt. 


Tea. xx ir. 


Ind thus his beauty, alas, was layed lowe, 
His lemelines put full farre abacke: 
Thus whan he gan fyzũ him ſelfe knowe 
Ind lene His vylage in whiche was no lacke, 
Pꝛeſumptuous pzyde cauſed all to wache: 
Foz who to much doth of him ſelſe pzeſume 
His owne vlurpyng wyll ſoneſt him columes 


And finally as theſe olde Poetes tell, 

This Narciſſus without moze ſuccour, 
After that he was dꝛowned at the well, 

The heuenly goddes did him (o fauour, 
They turned hun into a full freche oure, - 
A waterhiily, whiche dothe remedy 

In hote acceſſes as bokes ſpetify. 


After that Narciſſus was at the well dzeynt, 
And to John Bochas declared had his wo, 
Biblis appeared with teares all be ſpzeint, 
And toward him a great pale gan the go: 
And her bꝛother Camnus came alſo, 
Ind of one wombe as gemelles twayne, 
But te tofoze her fate gan complayne, 


She in her loue was not bertuoug 
Foz apenſt God and kyndesoz2dinaunce, 
She loued her bzother named Camuus: 
And whan he ſawe her froward gouernaũce 
He vnto her gaue none attendaunce, 
Though che of lepght to actõplych her entit, 
In ſecrete wile a piſtle to him lent, 


She ſayd it was an impoſſible thing 
Without his grace her ſeife to ſaue, 

And but he were to her aſſentyng, 

She els plapniy map not health haue. 

But onely death and after warde her graue: 
Thus in her wzityng to him che did attame. 
And to be couert he ne wzote no name. 


But whan this piſtle came to his pzeſence, 
Uertuoufly therat he gan diſdayne: 

And gaue thertono maner aduertence, 
Neither toke no hede ok her furious payne, 
But (uffred her eternally to plapne. 

(Tyll that Ge was, as Ouid can wel tell 
With oft wepyng tranſfozmed to a well. 


8 came Myra wyth face full piteoug, 
hiche that (umtime loued ayenſt nature 
= owne father called Cynarus, 

02 whole lake great payne he did endure, 
Foz che ne durſt her (ozowe not diſcure, 
(Tyll her noꝛyche by * elpy, - 


The 


„ RT A eee” 


The firſt boke 


The hartily tonſtraynt ok her malady. 


Fot her nourice of whiche J haue tolde, 
Conceiued hath by open euidence, 

As the knoweth both ofnewe and olde, 

In ſuche matters all hole the experience, 
That thꝛough long labour andgreat diligfce 
Diuers wa pes and meanes out che ſought, 
To her fathers bed that he Myꝛra bzought, 


With whom che had her luſt and plealaunce, 
Foz ſhe vnknow lay with him all nyght: 

He was deceaued by d2onklewe ignozaunce, 
And on the mozow longe oz any lyght 

She ſtale awap, and went out of his light 
With her noꝛyce whiche kept her long clole, 
Till vnto the tyme that her wombe aroſe, 


But her father that was of Cypꝛe king, 
Which as J tolde was called Cynatus, 
Whan he the truthe elpyed of this thing, 
That by his daughter he was deceiued thug, 
She wart to him lotchſome and odious: 
Fledde from his ſight, ſo ſoze che was aferde, 
And he purſued after with his lwerde. 


n Fraby the hote mighty lande, 

yng Cynatus hath his daughter founde: 
Ind cruellp began enhaunce his hande, 
With his woꝛde to geue her a wounde: 
But the goddes of mercy moſt habound, 
Hath fro the death made her to go fre, 
Ind thꝛough their power trifozmed to a tree. 


Which after her beareth pet the name, 
Called Myꝛra, as che was in her life, 
Out of whiche,aucthours ſay the ſame, 
Diſtilleth a gome a great pꝛeſeruatife: 
And ok nature a full good defenlſife, 

To kepe bodies from putrifaction, 

Lund them franchiſe from all coʒruption. 


By influence of the ſunne beames 

My1re is engendꝛed by diſtyllyng of his kind 
With round dzopes ayenſt Phebus ſtreames, 
And doun diſcendeth thzough the hard rinde, 
Ind thzough the riftes alſo finde 

The ſayd Myꝛta hath a childe fozth bzought, 
In all this wozlde if it were ſought, 


Wag none ſo faire foꝛmed by nature, 
Fo ofhis beauty he was pereles 
And as Poetes recozde by (ſcripture, 
He called was the fayze Jdonydes, 


And to his woꝛchyp and his great encrees, -- 
Fo: he ot᷑ fatrenes bare a wap the floure, 
Venus him chaſe to be het paramour. 


The whiche Soddeſſe gaue to him in charge, 
Chat he ſhould in his tender age, 

In fozeſtes while he went at large, 
Hunt at no beaſtes whiche were lauage. 
But he contrary to his diſauauntage, . -;; -- 
Though wilfuineſſe, J can ſay nomoze, -- 
Was layne vuwarely of a Tulkye boare, -. 


At the whiche he kelly did enchace, 
ö — of folly in vayne was his laboure, 

02 he lap ſlayne full pale of chere and face: 
Whom Uenus turned to a full freche ftoure, 
Whiche was as bloude of purple the coloure, 
A budde ok golde w goodlye leaues glade 
Set in þmiddes whole beauty map not fade. 


Ind whan Myꝛra frõ Bochas was Wodzaw 
And declared her great aduerſitie: 

And of her fate tolde the moztall lawe, 

Came Ozpheus full vgly vnto ſe, 

Sonne of Appolloand of Calyope 

And appeared with a full dolefull face, 


Sumtune bzought fozthe & pbozne in Trace, 


Full renoumed in armes and in ſcience, 
Famous in muſike and melody: 

And full notable alſo in eloquence, 

And foz his (oote ſugred armony 

Beaſtes and foules as poetes (pecify 

Wodes a floudes of their courſe moſt ſtrong, 
Stynte of courſe, to harken his ſote long. 


An harpe he had of Mercurius, 

With the whiche Erudice he wanne: 

And to Bachus as wzite Ouidiug, 
Sacritite g ſolemnely he began, 

And vnto hell fo: his wife he ran, 
Her to recure with ſote touches carpe, 
Vhiche he made vpon his heauenly harpe. 


But whan that he this labour on him toke, 
J lawe was made which that bofid him ſoze 
That it he backeward caſt his loke, 

He qhold her leſe and le her neuermoꝛe. 

But it is ſayd ſythen gone full yoze: 

There map no lawe louers well conſtrapne, 
So impoꝛtable is their deadly payne, 


Jfſomehuſbands had and in the tas 
Tohauelolt their wines foz aloke lodayne, 
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Inlomer ſeaſon bnder the leaues grene: 
Thou makeſt thy dweilinge & doelt thy ſelfe 
Axen greatheates ofthe ſon (ene: (aſſure, 
Content w frutes,and water chziſtal clene: 
To ſtaunche thy higer,and thy thurſtes loze, 
After the lealon, and careſt foʒ no moꝛe. 


Pouert eke lyeth the colde wynters nyght 
W:apptd in err 
Without dzede,he goeth glad a light, 

And tofoze theues ful merely doth ſyng . 
She gothe alſo without patiſyug, 
Frolande to lande amonge pooze à riche, 
Fo frende and foe to hym be both plich. 


Moꝛal Seneckerecozdeth by waiting, 
Nicheſt of thynges is glad pouerte: 
Euer of one chere voyde of al grutching, 
Both in iope and in aduerſite: 

Though al the wozld laſt her liberte, 
And her franchiſe tant in ſo greate eaſe, 
Chat offredom no man wyll her diſplele. 


She is nozice ot ſtudy and ofdoctrine, 

In vertuous labour doth her diligence: 
And of lcience whych that ben diuine, 

She is called mother by clerkes in ſentence: 
Of philoſophers moſt had in reuerence, 
Foztune and ſhe ſo farre a londer vary, 
Chat eche to other of cuſtome is contrary, 


Her erthly iope is foꝛ toliue in peas, 

Pateth tumulte, nopſe, and diſturvaunce: 

Foz her diſciple called zenocrates, 

Jn wylkul pouert ſet holy his pleſaunce. 
Sober of his pozte,thzough whole attempe- 
Ful many a man by his teching, Cragice, 
Were bzought to vertue fro vicious lpuinge. 


His dicte was ſo meſarable, 

And deuoyde of (uperftuite, 

(That his cozage he kepte fyzme and ſtable, 
Fro fleſheiy luſtes he was ſo attempze: 
Keaſon maiſtred his ſenſualite, 

Delyꝛes vnleful foz to let alyde, 

Duryng his lyfe pouert was his gide, 


Dis abidyng and his conuerſacion 

Was in places that were ſolitary, 

Among trees a welles he byite him a d6gis, 
With multitude he hated foz to tary; 

Foz pouert was his ſecretary, 

Sober of his chert and table of his entent, 
And in Athenes kyzlt to ſchole ye went. 


Teat.xxxii. 


De was ſo mighty of authozite, 
Rightwyſneſſe,and iuſtyce to oblerue, 
That tigytful iuges his ſentece tote at gre: 
He conde his mouth and tonge lo pzeſcrue, 
That in the temple ones of Minerue 
Without oth vnto his ſentence, . 


To that he faide theiuges gauecredence, 


De aſked was among great andience, 

Why he was ſoleineof his daliaunce; _ 
His anſwere was that neuer foz (cylence 
(Thzough litel ſpeking he felte no greuante. 
Speche vnauyled cauſeth repentaunce: 

And recheles tonges foz lacke of refreyninge, 
Tomany a man yath be great hinderinge. 


Diogenes true heire and next alied 

To wplfut pouert,by iuſt enheritaunce, 
Foz all richeſſe he platnly hath defied; 

To him it was ſo great encomberaunce, 
With woaldly treaſour to haue aliaunce. 
Þys dwellyng made within a lifell tunne, 
Which turned about concourſe of the ſun, 


Him ſelſe rekrechig w hete of Phebug bemes. 
Foz he was content god wote with ful lite: 
Kyng Alexander that coquered al realmes 
Came ridyng downe & gan him ſeltedelyte, 
This philoſopher to le and viſpte. 

Him ſelfe ſoqueſtred ſole from al the pzees, 
Ind came alone to ſee Diogenes. 


P2ofered vnto hym great riches x treaſoure, 
Badde him a\ke what thyng that he woulde, 
That might him pleaſe oꝛ do to hym ſuccour; 
But of ail that he nothinge ne tolde, 

But pzayed him ful lowly that he houlde 
Not dꝛawe fro him that thynge ayen al right 
Which foz to giue lay not in his myght. 


What thyng is that quod Alexander agayne, 
IJ haue by cõqueſt al erthlp trelour wune 

The philoſopher ſaid he ſpake in vapne, 
Thou haſte quod he) no lozdch ip ot the ſun, 
Cyy chadow letteth his bemes fro my tun: 
And ſith thou haſt no power of hys lyght, 

I p:ay the hertely fozbarre me not his lightes 


Though Xlexfder was myghty of puiſſance, 

And all the wozld had in his demeyne, 

Pet was hys reaſon vnder the obeyſaunce 

Of flechly luſtes, fettred in a cheine: 

Foz in hys perſon wyl was ſonereyne, 

His reaſon bzidled by ſenſualite, | 
Troublyngs 


LY 


The kyꝛſt boke 


Troublyng the kredome ok ryght # equite. 


Foz where that wyll hath dominacion 

In a pꝛinte, which Could ſuſtapne ryght, 
And parcial fauour oppzeſſeth his reaſon, 
And trouthes titel is boznedoun with myght, 
Tnd equal doomehathloſt his clere light, 
Though foꝛ a leaſon they ſit in hie cheyꝛes, 
Their fame Gal fade within a fewe petes. 


In this make J compariſon, 

Bytwene Alexander and Diogenes: 

That one endured but a choꝛt (ealon, 

Fo: that he loued warre moze than pees. 
Ind foꝛ that other was not recheles 

But heide hym content wyth giftes of nature; 
Unto great age his pouert dyd endure, 


Alexander was ſlayne wyth poyſone, 

In his triumphes whan he dyd excell:; 
But in a tunne that lay ful low downe, 
Diogenes dzanke water of the well. 
And of their end their difference to tel, 
Flexander wyth couetous was blent, 
The philoſopher wpth litel was content. 


Bleſſed be pouert that may endure longe, 
Maugre the fraude x daunger of foꝛtune: 
Where as kynges and emperours ſtrong, 
In their eſtate no whyle map contune, 
And al vertues rekened in cömu ne, 

Twe ne indigence and great habundaunte, 
Js a good meanecontent with luffiſaunce. 


Fo: with great plentye men be not aſſured, 
After their luſt alway to lyue in eaſe: 

And though vᷣ mẽ great treſure haue recured, 
With their riches they fele many diſeaſe. 
Loꝛds haue not al thyng that may the pleaſe, 
But hertely toy philoſophers erpzeſTe, 

Is grettelt trelour twene pouert q riches, 


Fo! this chapiter cheweth a fygure, 

A maner lykeneſſe,and demonſtracion, 
Howe Diogenes lenger dyd endure, | 
Than mighty Pꝛiam, oꝛ kyng Laomedon. 
So toeremplitye in concluſion, 

There is moꝛe truſt in vertuous (ympleſſe, 
Thau ia pzeſumynge of vicious falſe riches. 


Foz the auoutry of Paris and Deleine , 
Bzought al Troye to diltruccion; 

2yde and luxury were allo meanes tweine, 
y grekes lapd a ſiege to the towne, 


And finally cauſe of their contuſlon. 
To e yther partie loſſe of many a man, 
The groũd concetued why trau that war gh, 


Lenuoye, 


712 tragedy piteoug aud lamentable. 
Ful doloꝛous to wzite and to expꝛeſſe. 


That wozthy iam of kinges moſt notable, 


Was fal in pouert foz al his greatricheſſe; 
Fro kyngly honour in to wzetchednes: 

From ſceptre #croune, and from his regaly, 
To milchicte bzought thzough falle auoutry; 


Das not foztune froward and diſceuable, 
Foz to ſuffer by her doubleneſſe, 

And by her courſe whych euer is variable, 
That wozthy Yectoz flour of al pzoweſſe, 
Should vnwariy moſt famous ofnobleſſe, 
Be llayne, alas thefe ſtocke ofrhiualry, 
Foz aquarel of falſe auoutcyz 


Agamemnon accompted incomparable 
Among grekes,foz trouth a rightwytſneſſe, 
To gouerne moſt glozioug and able, 
Within his paleis, the ſtozye dereth wines, 
His wifeClitimntftra thzough her cacſednes; 
Aſſented was to murdze hym ofenuy, 

Foz the occaſion ot falſe anoutry, 


Pe noble pꝛintes cõceiue howe chaungeable 
Is wozldlp honour, thzough vnſtedfaſtnes, 
Sith of king Pꝛiam the glozy was vnſtable: 
Fixe iu your minde thys mater doth impzeſſe, 
And pour cozages knightly doth vpdzeſſe; 
Igapne al tyties holdeth champartp, 
Whych appertayneth to falſe auoutrp. 


C The.rix. Chapter. 


Ofmighty Sampſon whiche tolde hys 
counſaple to Dalyda,wheres 
by he was diſceiued, 


do was moze ſtronger thi Damps 
on 2 


iO 


f None more deliuer, $ byble bereth 
AXW-Y; wptneſle : 

Without weapen he ſlough a fierſe[yon, 

And foz his enempes to hym dyd erpzeſſe 

Dis vncouth pꝛoblem anon he gan him dꝛeſſe 
Agayne Philiſtines, and ſlough of the thirty, 
Co pape hys pzomple ſpoyied them by c bis 


is pꝛoblem wagcthe tert thus reherſyng 
? iter the letter) in very ſothfaltneſſe, 
ere came out mete of a thynge 
: Ind fro the ſtrong there went out w eg. 
aut hys wyke of krowarde doublenes, 
Which ener wzought to his diſauaple, 
of wozthy D tolde the counſaple, 


Chat is moze ftronge than is alyon: 
02 moꝛe ſwete thanhonp in taſtpng: 
put women haue thys condicton, (ging 
Ol ſecrete thynges whan they haue knowie⸗ 
chey dolne warde their hertes aye freting 
Ol apt — — — 

 baitel o cutome is their nature. 


is was the cale, the [yon that was deed, 


Arne the lonne gapynge lay bp right: 
7 Ilwarme of been eatred in his heed; 


Of whom there came honp anone ryghe, 
and whan Dampſon therof had a ſyght, 
he fantaſied in hys opinion, | 
Full (erretly this pꝛopolicion, 


Is re haue herde,# gan it fozth purpoſe, 
That phuid ines to dym it hould expowne: 
inder a payne the trouth to hym vncloſe, 

But wyth hys wife they pꝛiuely gan rown, 
and che on S iplon gan cöpleyn and frowne, 
Int id{aymngly (o long vpon hym wepe, 
at he coud not his cocilaple fro her bepe, 


[hich whan the knewe made no taryeng, 
But plaine and hole ſhe gan it ta declare: 

Duch double truſt is in their wepynge, 

To kepe their tonges womencan not ſpare, 

duch wepyng wpues vuell mote they fare, 

and al huſbands J pzay god gyue the ſozow, 
hat tel their counſaile at euyn oz mozowe, 


told tht hole che told it thinothaie, 
Ind Samplon than gan vpon the lmple: 
Jt ye not had herde it in my alle, 

e chould not haue found it a great whyle. 
£0 map be (ure where women lyſt begyle : 
tough bokes Sipſon of ſtrẽgtꝭ lo comede, 
tt durſt he not ayenſt hys elende. 


This mighty Sampſon did alſo his payne - 
che hundzed foxes ones that he founde, | 
de toke their talles,knit the twayn a twain, 
and amyd euerich he ſet a fyze bzonde. . 
nd as they ran in Phyliſtineslond, 

0 antoun vy anddowne.they went, 


Oz lpke an 
Righte 


of John Bochas. Leaf.rxztif. 


(That they their krutes x their vynes bꝛent. 


Eke by trapſon whan he was ones bound, 
Wpyth ſtronge cozdes(as he lay a ſlepe) 
There. uit. M. whych that Sampſon founde, 
Tohauem yer oder kepe, 
Be bzake his and vpancnehclepe: 

Ol an aſſe hecaughta 


chaule done, 
8 e 


he gan td kaynt, and dad a ſodaine luſt . : 
02 to dʒinke, faded face and chere: 

And god lent dym to Ealiche with by thurſt, 
From the alles tothe pg corn. — clere; 
LOhich that out large kpke a ryuere: 
Refreſhed his ſpirite whypch afoze gan dul, 
(Tyl that hehad of water dzonkehis ful, 


After he went to Gaſam the titpe, 

Imog hys enemps that were of great might 
To his pleſaunte where he dpd le, 

A full fayze woman, lap woyti her al nyghte, 
And on the moꝛowe long oz it was iyghr, 
Maugre the watch on his Holders lquare, 
The gates ſtrong bp to an hyl he bare, 


Andina valey whych called was Sozet, 
Ful hote he loued Dalyda the fapze: 

On whom his hert was full ſure ſet, 
She coudeher fapie lo meke g > pony 
Make him ſuch chere whan hi liſt repepze, - 
But IJ darecallher Dalida the double, 
Cheferote #cauſe ofal dis moztal troudle, | 


Deneucr danke wpnes whytene reed, 
Of Nazarees ſuch is the gouernaunce: 
Raſour,neQere.,touched neuer his heed, 
＋ 20 in 72 growpyng ltideth their ple ſaunce. 
this Sampſon moſt mpghty ofſubltzee, 
Had 4 his fozce by inſtuente of heuyn, 
Byheeres weryngh wereinnombze ſeupn, 


t was ful ſecre in euery mannes lyght, 
people told foz an vncouth thinge, 
empghty ':: /: 


mo 

Wherof %» amploithadlo 

Outwarde (hewpug by Ades workingt 
But Dalida wyth her falſe atterpnge, / 
Woulde neuer ſiyut enquiringeuer amonge, 
Txt Ge knewe wherby he was lo ſtrong, 
She lyke alerpent daryng badet flours, 
Oz lyke a woꝛme that . in a tre, 


true apperinge — ſe, 


7 


The ſirſt bone 


Foz 20wded was her mut abilite, 
Dith lowliheed and a fay2e pzetence, 
Ok true menynge buder alle apparence. 


8. ment troth and che was variable, | 

e was faithful and che was vntre we: 

He was ſtedfaſt and e was:bbltable, -/ 
is truſt aye — thinges newe, 


he weareden Zet d ewet 
n ſtede of 8 Wii 8s tedfa ſt is a _ 


he louedrhayngezotmany diners grene. 


Slough inhysdyeng,god wote many. one, 
Moꝛe than he dyd euer afoze inbys lyue. 
And he was allo, the date to diſcriue * 
In Jſraelcthe Byble is myn auctourꝰ/ 
2 enty pere thepz iudge and MG. 
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Ft trrhetes tongesfoplacke! of pauden 


Seeber geen 

n che of Sampſon knewe al the pꝛiuite, 
Ber kalcherd oztipfoz:to compꝛehende, 
She made hym ſlepe ful ſoft on her kne, 
And g Warpe raſouratter that toke che,. 
Dhoke of his heeres large à of great length 
Whereby alas he to all his drength. 


Domage in erth is none lo greuoug, 
An enemy which that is lecree; 
o2 peſtilence none ſo perilous, 
As faiſneſſe wher it is puuee, 
And ſpecially in teminitee. 
Foz iftheyz wyues be founde variable, 


LOyere Gall huſvandes ſypde other Rable: - 


Thus Sipſon was by Dalida iſceiued, | 
She coude ſo well latter, for ge, and fayue: 
Which Philitines whay thei haue Faceyued, 
Unwarelydodbym in a myghty cheyne, -/ 
Caſt him in pꝛilon split out M e 
And of diſpite aft er as J fynde 

It their quernes made hym fo; fo grende, - 


Thei made a feaſt ſta tely and ſolempne, 

Whan they had al this traiſon wꝛought: 

And to rebuke him;ſ(cozne him, a —— 

Blinde Sainpſan was afoze them bzought 
greuedhymful ſoze in his th 

Caſt he dyd pzluely in his minde, inde 

ene ee rey maner war to 


And whan be bad was bethought bymlong, 
Ie made a chude hym pꝛiuely ta lede, 

To two poſtes, arge, uare, and ſixongr, 85 
Eubꝛated them. oz any man toke bedet . 4 
Aud gan to chab e the withoyt feare e deg 
So ſturdely among hys fone al, 


Chat thetempieds bpourhem fats 5 7 
11 164 3 9076S 6,0 {6G 37, 43 5x 2 
"hug he e was aitengedorthiofon 


141102 . 


Dhicy that falſolydydagaynemmnfiOme;'i2 


Haue do great hat me te wanya rde 
Whan harme is done ful harde it is to 


ö Beware by Said your caüfatle boel to. . 


Let Dalida c complaine,crye aud wepe. 


Wöllem Wauphn fo manhode 7 buubenn 
Jſrael has gouernante and cure, {= 


Daunted Lyonsthzoughhis magnify ow 1 


Made on a thoulande adilconfitures-i--; / 


But hys moſt perilous auonture, 


Wag whan he lap with Dalida to ſlepe, 
Whych kalle, coude complapne, crpe I wepe, 


Pe noble — tontepue the ſentence; 
Ok thys ddoꝛy remembꝛed in ſeripture, 
Howe that Samplon of wpiful neglig 

Was chauen a Gozne,diffaced his — 

Kepe yuur toreytes vu der cnuetture (ct 
Suffrenogightwouns within your coul 
W coplayne,crye and weps, 
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. A 1 
chop - maliceof women, ＋ Wi 
; reiopledinhe 

pue, 
r 


Of theſe w women chomalicotodyſcapus, ? of 
Goaneraltþ;andwzicctis no fable) d.. fr 
Orten nannte he thep ben vartable, 
Ind howe their malice beſt by euidente 
Is kast fo them that haue experiente. 


They tan atoite them al day men hy . 
„By beagutertredom and dominacton, 95 
Our men te haue ſouerarntt, 

And kept them lowe unden ubiections” 5 
And ſoꝛa lubour in then apinton 0186 iis 
By (ubfyteratethacchinge-ro * 


1h f 0 


of John Bothas 


ey would haue ſuffred and not layd alas, 
it paciently endured all their payne: 


od thanked god þ broken was the chayne, 
ich hath lo long them in pzyſon bounde, 


at they by grace had ſuch a way founde, 


ye in pzyſon it is a ful great charge, 
nd to be ſtocked vnder key and locke: 
tis merper a man to go at large, | 
gan with Y2ons to be nailed to a blocke. 


Wit there is a bonde that called is wedlocke 


tttyng huſbandes ſo ſoze that it is wonder 


och with a file may not be broke alundet. 


Wat O2pheus father of hermony, 
Fbougyt Erudice þ was his wife ſo fapze, 


uber ſake he felt that he muſt dye, 


mug cauſe that he whan he made his epapꝛe, 
„per in trouth nothing embꝛaced but apze 


hus he loſt her there is no moze to ſapne, 


oh ind foz the cõſtraynt ot his greuous payne 


«, Br bis hart her partyng late lo ſoze, 
te grene memozy the tender remembzafice, 


hat he would neuer wine no moe, 


oo fapꝛe he was eſcaped his penaunce. 
oz wedlocke is a life of muche pleaſaunce, 


But who hath ones infarnall paynes (ene, 
Dill neuer after come in the lnare J wene, 


This Oꝛpheus gaue counſatle full notable, 


Co huſbandes that haue endured payne, 
Co luch as ben pzudent and tretable, 

one hel is dꝛedful. but moze dzedful is twain 
und who is ones bounde in a chapne 

ud may eſcape out ot daunger blyue, 
--MJthe eft reſozt God let him neuer thziue. 


YUpon this ſentence women were vengeable, 
nd to his wzityng full contrarious 
---YSayd his counſaile was not commendable, 
-\-;F#t the feaſt they halowed to Bachus, 
cep fill echone vpon this Oꝛpheus: 
ind fo2 all his rethozyke ſwete, 

„Cher flough alas this laureate poete. 


ud ok his harpe if pe lyſt to heare, 
ce God Appollo made a tranſlation, 
mong the ymages of the ſtarres cleare: 


erok men map haue cleare inſpection, 


But foztune to his confuſion 
denped him frowarde of her nature, 
Than he was flayne kredome of ſepulture, 


Leaf. xxx. 


Next Oꝛpheus there did appeare alſo 

Ol Amaſons woꝛthy quenes twayne: 
Merpelia and her ſiſter Lampedo, 

Whiche in conqueſt did their buſy papne, 
And great wozſhypin armes did attapne: 
Namyng them lelues by waiting nete a farrt 
Doughters to Mats which is god of warre, 


Merpelia rode out in regions, 

Ind conquered full many a great citye, 
Foz couetiſe of great poſſeſſions, 

To encreaſe her lozdGyp if it would be: 
And her ſiſter kept ſurely their countrye, 


Ol all enemies ſo that there was no doubt, 


While Merpelia rode with her hoſt about. 


But while che was in conqueſt moſt famous, 
And her enemies pꝛoudlp did aſſaple, 
Foztune anone wart contrarious, 

Ind cauſed that ſhe was ſlaine in battayle. 
Lo what conqueſt oz victoꝛy may auayle, 
Whan that foꝛtune doth at them diſdayn, 
Se here enlample by theſe quenes twapne. 


CI Lenuoy, 


T His tragedy remembzeth thynges fyue:. 
Df Narciſſus the excellent beauty, 

And of Biblis dothe allo diſcrine, 

The great luxury and dichoneſtpe, 

Myrra diffamed,turned to a tree, 

To erempliky that lechery and pꝛide, 

Ben from all vertue let full farre aſide, 


Dow Oꝛpheus endured in his liue, 
ope entermedled wyth aduerſitye: 
n his youth whan he did wypue 
He felt in wedlocke full great felicitie: 
His woꝛldly bliſſe meynt with duplicitie, 
As foztune her chaunges can deupde, 
Whiche from all vertue be (et full farre aſide, 


erpeſia foz her liſt to ſtryue, 
yth wylfull warres toencreaſe her toũtre, 
But her pompe was ouerturned blyue, 
Whan in battaple vawarely ſlapne was Hez 
02 of all warte death is the tyue pardee. 
o furious Mars tan foz her folke pzoutde, 
iche from all vertue ben let farce alide. 


Pe mighty pzinces let witte and reaſon dꝛyue 
Pour high nobles to conlider and ſe, 
How Foztune eſtates can depzyue, 


And plonge thedowne _ * p:oſperitie; 


P31ids 


) 


The kyꝛſt boke 


P2ide and luxury J counlayle that you ftpe, 
alſe auarice ne let not be pout : 
hiche from all vertue is clene let aſyde, 


CThe.rvi.Chapter, 


Ct pꝛiamus kyng of Troye: and how the 
monke of Bury tranſlatoure of tyis boke 
wꝛote a boke ol the ſiege of Trop 
called Trop boke, 


Fter theſe complayntes and lam#tacions 
which thatBochas did in his boke cöpile 
Medled among with tranlmutations 


9 


Set in Ouide by full ſouerapne ſtyle: 
Whan he on them had muled a long while 
Sene the maner both ol loꝛo we and iope, 
He began to temeber of PÞziamug of Trop. 


Firſt ot his byꝛthe, and of his kynrede, 
How among kinges he was moſt famous: 
And as poetes recoꝛde of him in dede, 

He deſcended of woꝛthye Dardanus, 
Whiche as his line declareth vnto vs, 
From Jupiter was lymally come downe, 
Untohis father called Laomedoun, 


Ok olde Troy this Laomedon was kyng, 
Deſtroyed by Grekes he and his counttpe. 
After whom this Pꝛiamus rapnyng, 

Made there apen a myghty ſtrong citye: 
LOhere he full longe in full great royaltie 
With wife a childer moſt wozthy ofrenoun, 
With (cepter and crowne held the poſleſſioun. 


Gourrned his citye in peace and rightwilnes, 
Ind Foztune was to him fauourable: 

Foz of all Aſie the treaſour and riches, 

He did aſſemble this kyng moſt honourable, 
And in armes, he was ſo commendable, 
Chat thzough the woꝛlde as far as me gone, 
Ot high nobles the ronoume of him Gone, 


This PÞziamus had childzen many one, 
LOozthy pꝛinces, and of full great myght: 
But Hectoz was among them euerpchone 
Called of pzowes the lanterne and the lyght. 
Foz there was neuer bozne a better knyght, 
Troplug in knyghthode ſo manly was fodid, 
(That he was named Yectoz the (econde. 


But if J Gould rehearſe the manhede 
Ok kyng Pzyam,and of his (onnes all, 
And how his citye beſieged wag in dede, 


That he abode, of whom the remembꝛaunee, 


This wozthy kyng gaue to me in charge 


And all the Cozy to remembzaunce call, 
Betwene him and Grekes how it is beall, 
The circumſtaunces rehearſyng vp # doun 
Co let in oꝛder the firſt occaſion 


Of the liege why it was firſt layed 

By Hercules, and alſo by Jaſon, 

The maner whole in Trope boke is ſapde, 
Rudely endited of my tranſlation: 
Folowyng vpon the deſtruction 
Called the ſecond, whych by accompteg clen 
Fully endured the ſpace oftenyere, 


Foz as me ſemeth the labour were in bapny, 
Truely alſo J not to what entent 

That I Gould wꝛite it newe agapne, 

Foz J had once in commaundement 

By him that was moſt noble and excellent, 
Ok kynges all foz to vudertake, 

It to tranſlate and waite it fozhis ſake, 


And it pe liſt to wete whom J meane 
Henry the fifte moſt myghty of puyſſaunce, 
Gaue ane the charge ofentent full cleane, 
Chinge ofolde time to put in remembzaunte; 
The ſame Henry foz knyghtly (uffiſaunce, 
Woꝛthy foz manhode, reken kynges all, 
With nyne wozthies foz to haue a ſtall. 


Co holy churche he was chefe defenſoure, 
An all (uche cauſes Chziſtes choſen knyght: 
To deſtrop heritykes he ſet all his laboure, 
Loued all vertues and toſuſtayne right, 
Thzough his nobles, his manhode, e might: 
Was diligent and did his bulp payne, 

Co haue let peace betwene realmes twa pn, 


Imeane in lothe England and Fraunte, 
Bis purpoſe was to haue had a peace final: 
Sougyt out meanes w many a circumſtaſic 
As well by treaty, as actes martiall, | 
Theron teoparded lpfe, goodes and all. I 
But wo, alas, agaynſt death is no boone, 
This land may ſay he dyed all to ſoone. | 


Fo: among kinges he was one of the beſt, 

Do all his dedes conueped were by grace: 
pꝛay to God ſo geue his ſoule good reſt, 
yth ſayntes in heauen a dwellyng place, 

Fo: here with vs to little was the ſpace 


Qua ac mh iu3 
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Shall neuer dye in England ne in Frauntt, | 


Ju 


bf John Bochas: 


Jn Engly tonge to make a tranſlation 
Out ot iatyn within a volume large 
owe longe the grekes lay tofoze the toun: 
Ind how that Paris fy2ſt at Cytheron, 
Jn Uenus temple fleighly dyd his payne 
There to rauych the fayze quene Heleyne 


which boke the pzoceſſe pe map le, 
ohym how che was wedded in the toune: 
Ind of the ſiege layde vnto the cyte 

By Menelap and 15 Agamennon. 

and many another full wozthy of renoun 
On eyther partie which that in battaile 

Fro day to dap ech other dyd aſſaple. 


Wherto chuld J tell oz what chuld J wozite, 
Che deth of Hectoz oz of Achylles: 
oz wherto Gould J ofneweendite 
how woꝛthy Troilus was ſlaine in pzeſe: 
Che ende of Paris oz of Pallamides, 
O2 the (laughter of manly Deyphebug, 
Oz howe his bzother called Hellenus 


Colde afoze howe it was great folly 

Chat Paris ſhould wed quene Helepne. 

Ind how Caſſandza in her pzophecy, 

On this wedding ſoze began compleyne, 

Ind foz the conſtreint of her hertely paine, 
How the were madde, a ran about the toune, 
Cyl He was taught # het vp into pzilon, 


Athis matter pe map behold in dede, 

Het by and by wythin Trope boke: 

Ind how Creſeide loued Dpomede, 

Dhan wozthy Troplus che wtlfully fozſoke, 
Ofher na ture a quarel thus che toke, 

To aſſap both, it nede were allo to feyne 

To take the thirde, a leue the both tweyne. 


paſſe oner and tel of it no moze, 
Ae by what meanes the grekes wan 5 toun, 
dow Eneas nepther how Anthenoze 
Iyenſt kyng Pꝛiam c(pired falle traiſon: 
neyther howe Ulires gate Paladion, 

ye deth of Pꝛiam ne of Eccuba the quene, 
ae howe Pyzrug llewe pong Pollicene. 


2 pther here to weilte it is not mine entent, 
\epeyze of grekes home in totheircountre, 
Alter the cyte at Nyon was n 
ner either of their milche fe they had on the les. 
ff, Neyther howe Ulixes founde 2 
Attue wpfe though he were oy her fro, 
Nough al Greece I can rede of no mo. 


r 
86 w 


Ji 


'Leaf.ritt, 


Of theſe matters thug J make an ende, 
What fil of grekegs after their viage, 
To Trop boke tho folke J ſend, 

Which haue deſire to ſe the (urpluſage: 
Howe grekes made fyzſt their paſſage 
Towardes Trop,beliegynge the cite, 
Rede the ſtoꝛpe pe get no moze of me, 


The .rbit.Chapter» 


here ſpeketh Bochas the authour of thys 
boke , agaynſte the ſurquedous pzyde 
ol them that truſte in rycheſle, 
lapeng theſe wozdes 
vnto them. 


E pꝛoude folkes that ſet your afiatice 
In ſtrength, beaute, oz in hye nobles, 
It᷑ pe tonſider foztunes vatiaunce, 
Ind coude a my2rour befoze pour eyen dzeſſe, 
Ok kyng Pꝛyam and of his great richelle, 
To ſe how he and his childzen all 

From their nobleſle ſodainly ben fall, 


ecto2 ot khnighthode called ſours a wel, 

ad and demure,and famous of pzudence, 
Paris alſo in beaute dyd excell, 

And Helenus in perfyt pꝛouidence. 
Troylus in armes had great experience, 
Alſo Deyphebus pꝛeued manly on his tone, 
Pet in p warte they were llaine euerychone, 


Had not this kyng alſo as J tan deuiſe, 

Ap noble Hectuba whiche that was 5 quene: 
A doughtet called Caſſandza the wyle, 

Her yong ſuſter fayze Pollicenez 

Alas alas what may all ſuch pzide mene. 
Fot albeit their renome ſpꝛonge ful far, 

Pet are theſe women deuoured in the war, 


Was he not mighty a strong in all thynges, 
3 nd had —— his — oh 
yght wozthy pzinces # many pnges 
And nighe al Ilie vnder his obeiſaunce: * 
Hoe in his tyme molt famous of puiſſante, 
oft renomed of richeſſe and treſours, 
Cyl that foztune wyth her charpe houres 


LOhan that he ſatte higheſt on his whele , 
This blind goddes began him to aſſaule: 
Her frowarde malice he felte it ful wele, 
is golde, his treaſure,fyzſt it gan to faple, 
darken gan his rotal appararle. 
By whych example at pzoud men map le., 
F. iu. The 


The firſt boke 


The vntrue truld, the mutabilite. 


Which in this woꝛld is ſene a founde aldap. 
Jn myddes of ſtates in their magnificence, 
Ebbe after ffoude maketh no delape: 

But halt her courſe,there is no reſiſtence, 
The tyde abydeth not foz no violence, 

Eche man ß ſtandeth of chaũges here in dout 
Wult take his tourne as it cometh about, 


Let Pꝛiam be to you a clere myꝛrour, 

Pe pꝛoude folkes that ſet your affiaunce, 

In ſuch glozye whych fadeth as a flour, 
Ind hath of beautie here none attendaunce. 
The woꝛlde to you caſt a ful bitter chaunce: 
Fo: whan ye wene ſyt higheſt at full, 
Thaa wil che ſoneſt your bzight feders pul, 


Pe haue warnpnges foz to take hede 

By enſample of other, clere a ryght vilible, 
How wozldly blyſſe is medled al wyth dꝛede, 
And ik your wittes and realons be lencible, 
Thynge (ene at the eye is not incredible. 

And al this doctrine is to you in veyne 

Jfin your tyme pe haue no chaunges (ene, 


YOherefoze Bochas bnto pour auaple, 
Full pzudently put you at this iſſue: + 
Fyzſt of al he giueth you this counlaile, 
(To leaue your byces and take pou to vertue, 
Ind ſette your truſt al wholy in Jeſut 
Foz he may beſt in miſchiete helpe at nede 
Ok wozlidly chaunges that ye thẽ not dzede, 


The. x biii. C hapiter. 


CHerealſo Jhon Bochas putteth a greate 
pꝛayſynge and commendacion of ſuerty 
that ſtandeth in pouertie vnder 
theſe woꝛdes in (en- 

tence, 


Hele great lozdCyppes,theſe greate 
dignities, | 
c hefe thinge annexed bnto ß regaly 
N ban they ſytte higheſt in their ſees, . 
Ind rounde about ſtante the chiualry, 
Dꝛede entreth in with paryl and enup 
Ind bnware chauͤge, whych none map know 
Whan foztune wyl make them lout low, 


They may wel kepe a lately houcholde, 
With a vam truſt their power chuid euer laſt, 
Clad in tyett mitell ot purpul g of golde, 


And on the whele ol foꝛtune clyme vp faft, 
Lyke as che myght neuer dowune them caſt. 
But ape the clymbinge higheſt at all, 

Alas the ſozer is their vnhappy fal. 


Che fal of Pꝛiam and of Xgamemnon, ' + 
Ought of right moze to be complapned, 
Whan that foztune had pulled them doun, 
And of malice hath at them diſdayned, 
Than if they neuer to woꝛch ip had attained; 
But theyz fallyng was the moe greuoug, 
Becaule tofoze they were ſo gloʒious. 


O thou pouert, meke, humble, ⁊ debonapze, 
Vhich that kepeſt the lawes of nature, 

Foz (odayne chaunges thou wilt not diſpaire 
So art thou franchiſed from foztunes lure; 
All her aſſautes thou lowly doeſt endure, 
That che map haue no iuriſdiction, 
Toenterupt thy poſſeſſion, 


Thou ſetteſt lytel by al woꝛldly richeſſe, 
Noz by his treaſours which bene tranſitozy; 
Thou ſcozneli the that their cheltrõs dꝛeſſe 
Towarde batapls,foz conqueſt a victozy; 
Thou diſpyſeſt al chininge of beyne glozy, 
Laude of triumphes whych conquerers haut 
W al her pillage, (ett thtat uogyt. (ſought 


Thou diſpꝛeiſeſt al ſuperfluitee, ; 
None infoztune may chaunge thy cozage: 
And the Gippes that ſaile by the ſee | 
With marchandiſe amonge the flodes rage, 
Their auentures and perillous paſſage, 

L yte,body,goodeg,al put in auenture, 
Onelp foz lucre, great richeſſe to recure, 


Ol al ſuch thyng thou takeſt litle hede, 
Noz ot the people that maners do purchale: 
Noꝛ of pleders whych foꝛ lucre # mede, 


Mepntapne quarels,and queſtes do enbzace, 


Chou thebeholdeſt with a ful ſtyl face 
Their ſubt ill wozking ſought out fox 3 nontz 
And ſodainlp depart from al atoues. 


Thou canſt in litell alſo haue ſulliſaunte, 
And art content wyth ful (mall diſpence, 
Fox thy richeſſe, and thyne haboundauuce, 
Without grutchyng is humble pacience. 
Jf any mando tothe offence, 

Thou foꝛgetteſt, and canſt fozgyue, 

To the l h ſo thou mapſi liue. 


Che arredheuinisthy couerture, 


which is to them denied of nature. 


| Bochas affirmeth and helde it foz no tale. 
© Jfthey want krechnes of colour. 
Ind haue their fate Jawne, werte, and pale, 
f Anone they do their diligent laboure | 
" © Jn ſuchanedetohelpe and do ſocourz, 
Their riueled ſkyn abꝛode to dꝛawe # ſtrain, 
Fozward froũces to make the ſmothj c plain. 


It no redneſſe in their chekes be, 

No? no lilyes dileRable and white, 
Chan they take tencreaſe their beaute, 
Such oyntements as may molt delite. 
Wher kynde fapleth the ſurpluſage to aquite 
They can by craft ſo foz them lelſe diſpole, 
Shewe rednes, though there be no role. 


Ind fo2 to ſhewe their face faire and bzyghte, 

With hote ſpices and oyntementes ſote, 

They can by craft counterfete a ryght: 

Take in ſuch caſemany an holſome rote. 

Where kinde faileth connynge can do bote. 
If theyꝛ bꝛeſtes vp to hye them dꝛeſſe, 

Che ca ful wel the boſſynge downe repꝛeſle. 


And if they be to ſoft 02 to tendze, 
They haue connyng to make them harde and 
Their co2lnes they can eke make ſlendze, 
With 5 ſauces 5ᷣ ben in phiſike fofide, 
Their ſuhtel wittes in fleightes ſo habound, 
Thynge 5 is croked oꝛ wong in mas (yght, 
To make it ſeme as it went vp ryght. 


They haue ſtrictoʒies too make theyʒ ſkyn to 
Wꝛougyt ſubtilly of gomes & of glaire, Mine 
Craity lyes to dye their heer cytryne, 
Diſtilled waters to make them leme fay2e, 
Fumigacions torectify the ap:e, 
Stomagers and kreche confections, 

To repꝛeſle falſe exhalacions. 


Of al theſe things Bothas hath moſt dilpite, 
Whea tyele veckes farre yꝛon in age, 

Within them lelfe haue vaine glozy a delite, 
Foz to be fayze and paynt their vilage: 

Lyke as a paintour on an olde e 
Lapeth his collours riche & freche ofhewe., 
Wozme frete ſtoches foz to make ſeme newe. 


Their ſlak ſkyn by trafte abꝛode is ſtreined, 
Lyke an oꝛenge from the galey bzought: 
Riche relikes about their necke is chein 
Gelbe bps golde w perle g tones w2oughe, 


of John Bothas 
And p their colour outward apeice nought 


W winde oz ſun which Guld tht tein oz fade, 
Foz vnkinde heates they vſen Citrinade, 


What Gould J wzite their bneouth defiers, 

Sumtyme frowarde ſütyme debonayzex 

Imageninge ſondzy freche attiers, 

Contriued of newe many thouſand payze, 

Dluers deuiles 

In their appoꝛt 
- Foz to reſemble Uenus the goddeſle, 


Ok one deniſe they holde thein not apayde, 
(They muſt eche day haue a traunge wede: 
Ik any be better than other arayed, (blede. 


f frowardegrutchyn 
e 


(round: 
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make them leme fayze: 
counterfayte lykenes 


| ele their herte 
2 eueryche thynketlh in dede 
moꝛow pꝛieng in a myzrour bapght, 
Foz to be faireſt in her owne ſight. 


They can their even and their lokes dzeſſe 
To dꝛawe folkes by ſleightes to their lure, 


And ſome whyle by their frowardnes 
And fayned daunger they can of men recure 


What euer they lyſt.,ſuch is their auenture: 
Agaynſt whole lleightes fozce noꝛʒ pzudence = 
Way not auayle to make reſiſtente. 


With conſtraint wepyng, a fo2ged flaterp, 
Subtyll ſpeche ,ferced withplelaunce, 

And many falſe diſſimuled malady 

Though i their hertes they fele no grenacice, 
And with their couert ſobze daliaunee, 
Though vnderneth thedouble ſerpent dare, 
Ful many ono they haue bꝛoght i their ſnares 


O lwetnes ful of moztalities 
Serpentyne wyth a pleſant viſage, 
Unſtable iop ful of aduerſite, 
O moſt chaungeable of hert and ofcozage, 
n thy deſires hauyng thys auauntage, . 
hat euer thou lyſt ta daunt and oppzeſſe; 
Such is thy kraüches, Bocas bereth witnes, 


| Of nature they tan in many wopſe, 


Ok mighty gyantes the power wel aſlake, | 


— What wyt ot man can compas o2deuiſe, 


Their ſleighty wyles dare well dudertabe; 
And ik them lyſt theron an ende make: 

to this conceite who ſo that diſcopde 

I thouſande ſtoztes the teders tan accoꝛde. 


Kemembzing firſt how Wettule ſironge. | 
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Was bzought by women to his deſtruction: 
The quene Clitimniſtra dyd alſo great wzog 
To murder her loꝛde kynge Agamemnon, 
Dalyda alſo betrayed Dampſon, 
Amphiozax (anke depe downe in to hell, 

Bicauſe his wife his counſatle did out tell. 


It nedeth not make mencion 

Eno 
0 2 

Nox howe that Nilug kyng of Wagarence 

Das by his doughters curſed violence 

Unwareip murdzed, in Ouide it is told, 

LOyi fro his head Ge ſtale þ heare of golde. 


Bochas reherleth of wpues many one, 
Which in their werkinge were ful cotrariug: 
But among all he waiteth there was one. 
Quene of Iſlirye# voyfe to kyng Ninug, 
And by diſcent doughter to Neptunus, 
Scmiramis called in her dapes, 

Which of all men woulde make ads. 


She nouther (pared ſtraunger ne kynred, 
Her owne (on was not ſet aſyde: 

But wytz him had knowledgyng in dede, 
Ot whych the ſtlaũder went about ful wpde, 
Foz wyth one man che could not abyde, 
Such a falſe luſt was vpon her fall, 

In her cozage to haue a do wythal. 


And truely it doth my wyt appal, 

Of thys matter to make reherſaile: 

It is no reaſon to atwyte women al 
(Though one 02 two whyloin dyd faple, 
It ſitteth not noz it may not auaile 

Them torebuke that perfit ben and gode, 
Ferre out of iopnt though lome other ſtode. 


The rich Rubye noz the Saphire Inde 

Et not appapzed of their freche beautie, 
Though among ſtones me coſiterfetes fynd: 
And ſemblabip th ſome women be 
Not wel gouerned after their degre, 

It not diffacech noz doth no violence, 

To them that neuer dyd in their life offence, 


(The whpte lillye noz the holſome roſe 
Non violettes (p2ede on bankes thicke, 
Theit (wetnes whych out warde they vnclole 
Is not appeyzed with no weedes wycke. 
And though ß bzeres # many a croked ſticke 
Grove in gardens among the floures fayze, 
They map the vertue of yerbes not apapʒe. 
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Their pzice, their lacke, let them be reſerued, 


' Though Jhon Bochas in his opinion 


And (J dare ſay)that women vertuous 
Ben in the vertue (of pꝛice)moꝛe cõmendable 
(Than there be (ome rekened vicious, 

And of their liuinge founde alſo ſtable, 

Good women ought not be partable 

Of their treſpaſle, noz their wycked dede, 
But moze comended foz their womanhed , 


What is appayzed of Heſter the mekenes, 
2 9 Scilla was ſturdy a vengeable: 
Noz of Alceſte the perfit e ſtedfaſtueg 

Js not eclipled, but moze acceptable, 
Though Clitimniſtra was founde variable: 
Lyke as whi clouds their blaknes do decline 
Phebus we his beames doth moze clere Cine, 


Fulmany one haue clene ben al their lpue, 
Undefouled kept their virginitie: 

And (ome coude againſt al vices ſtriue, 
Them to conlerue in perfit chaſtitie, 
Deuvoyde of chaung and mutabilitie. 
Thogh ſite other haue ther againe treſpaſed, 
The laude ot them is not ther with diffaſed, 


Ind who euer ot malice lyſt accuſe 

Theſe lelp women touchynge variaunce, 
Let them remembze # in their wyttes muſe 
Men be not ap ſtable in their conſtaunce: 

In this wozlde there is no perſeueraunce, 
Chaunge is ap founde in men a women both 
On outher party be they neuer ſo wzoth, 


No man Gould the vertuous atwite 

In ſtede ol him that did the treſpace , 
Noz foz a thefe a trewe man indite, 
Noz foz the gylty an Innocent manace: 
Good and wycked abpde in euery place, 


To outher party as they haue deſerued, 


Agaynſt women lyſt a pꝛoceſſe make, 
(They that ben good of condicion 
Shoulde apenſt it no maner quarel take 
But lightip, paſſe and their ſleues ſhake: 
Foꝛ againe good he nothinge made 

Who can concepue thelfect of this balade, 


CThe.xri.Chapter. 
The excule of Bochas foz his waiting 


apenſt nuſgouerned women, 
in tedofa Lenuop. 


? 


; 33 all that Call beholde and 
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spe that ben good founde in youre de⸗ 
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and vertuous both in thought and dede, 

What Bochas (ayeth take ve no hede: 

Fox his wzitinge if it be diſcerned, 

Js not agayne them that be well gouerned. 


Foz though it fall that one two oz the 

Haue done amiſſe, as therof god fozbed , 
That other wome whych ſtable a faithful be, 
Should be atwited of their vngoodiphede: 
But moze comended fo2 their womanhed. 
Fo: this ſcripture if it be concerned, 

Js agapne them that be not well gouerned, 


A galled hozſecthe ſoth if pe liſt ſe) 

Who toucheth hi boweth his backe foz d2ede, 
And who is knowe vntrue in his countre, 
Shiinketh his hoznes wha me ſpeke of falſ⸗ 
But good women haue ful litelnede (hede, 
To grutch oz frowne whan ß truth is lerned, 
Thoughe there be le p be not wel gouerned. 


Of Dalida and quene Paſiphae 
Though doublenes dyd their bꝛidell lede, 
Pet of Lucrece and Penolope, 

The noble fame abzode doth chyne & (p2ede: 
Out of good cozne mẽ may the darnel wede, 
LOomen rebuke in their defautes querned, 
And not touch them that be wel gouerned. 


| Cye. xxii. Chapter. 


COf myghty Pyꝛrus that floughe 
Pollicene, whyche fozhys pꝛyde 
and auoutry dyed in pouerte, 
llapne at the laſt by 
Yozeſtes, 


"XI Ochas muſynge in hrs remem- 
Wd bzauntce, | a 
And conſiderynge in his fantaſy, 

-:£24, (The bnlure truſte of wozidely va⸗ 
Of men æ women the chaunge andthe folp: 

The (ame tyme he ſa we a company 
Ok myghty puinces ful pitoully wepynge, 
To hym appere their foztune complaining, 


of John Bochas. 


And foz my death the death he muſt endure. 


tak. xtr v. 


Among other that put them lelfe in pzcaſe, 
Ok mighty Pirrus fy2zft he had a tight: 
That was the (on of wozthy Achilles, 


Among Grekes the moſt famous knight, 


Moſt commended of manhode a of might. 
Son and next heire as bokes (pecitpe, 
Ok Pelleus kynge of Theſlalie, 


This Achilles ful manly of his herte 

Hurt of Bectoz and his wounde grene, 
Slough Hectoz after oz hedyd aduert: 
The whiche Achilles foz loue of Pollicene, 
By compaſſing of Heccuba the quene, 
Under treaty this grekes champion, 
Was ſlapne of Parts within T rop toun. 


Whoſe deth to auenge, P pꝛtrus in his tene 
Furiouſly with face deed and pale, 
Slough afterward the (apde Pollicene, 
And diſmembzed her on peices (male: 
Whiche foz to heareis a piteous tale, 
That a knight ſo vengeable was in dede, 
To llee a mapde quakynge in her dzede, 


He toude koꝛ Ire on her no mercy haue, 
But with his werde moſt furious a wode, 
Merciles vpon his fathers graue, 

L yke a tiraunt he hed her chaſte bloud: 
The dede hozrible diffaced his knighthode, 
That to this dap the (claunder and diffame, 
By newe repozt reboundeth on his name, 


Poetes lap, and ſpecially Ouide 

Dzites whan Grekes fro Troy chuld ſaile, 
Howe their chyppes by an anker dyd ryde, 
Ok their purpoſe which long dyd the faile: 
But in this whyle he maketh re herſaple, 
Out ok the erth manacynge of chere, 
Ok Achilles an ymage dyd appere. 


{To ”"”—y ſayde wyth a deedly face: 

I fele weil mine honour and my glozy, 

And my nobles ful lyghtly fozth doth pace 
Unkpnde people, out of your memozp, 
Wyych by me had your conqueſt and vyctozy, 
Pour denoyze doth Pollicene to take, » 
And on my graue a ſacrifice tomake, 


Wyth her blode,loke pe ſpare nought 
To \p2ingit about my ſepulture: (bought. 
Thus blode foz blode wyth vengeance chalbe 


G. il. And 
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Ind hole the maner ofthys auenture, 
Ind howe ſhe dyed,in her maydenhead, 
Wethamozpholeos þ pꝛoceſſe ye may tede. 


In haſty vengeaunce ſet was al hys ioye, 
w thurſt vnſtaũched Troyan blode to chede, 
He llough Pziam the wozthy kyng of Troy: 
And into Grece wyth hym he dydlede 
Andzomada,theſtozyye map rede, 

Weded her, and after in certaine, 

By him che had wozthy ſonnes twapne. 


But in repayzyng home to his colitre, 

As Eolus dyd hys chyppes dzyue, 

I fynde he was a pirat of the ſe: 

And into Grece whan he dyd arpue, 
Foztune vnwarely gan agapne him ſtrpue, 
Foꝛſoke hys wyfe let her lyue alone, 

Toke another called Hermione 


Which was that tyme in mariage 

To Hoꝛeſtes ſon of Agamemnon: 

Ind he alas of loues wylful rage, 

Toke her by fozce to hys poſſeſſion, 

But of auoutry foloweth this guerds, 
Sodapne deth, pouerte, oz hame, 

Open diſclaũder, great miſche fe oz diffame, 


Ede in hys tyme thys Pirrus as J rede, 

F yll into miſchefe and great pouerte: 

And wyth ſuch meyny as he dyd lede, 

He was a rouer, and robbed on the ſee. 

And as poetes reherſe,ye may ſe, 

Ok ſuch robbyng by ſclaũder and diffame, 
This woꝛde Pirate ofPirrug toke $name, 


And as the ſtozye after doth deuiſe, 

The (ayde Yoreſtes gan ſpkerly eſpye, 
Wher that Pyꝛrus dyd ſacrifpte 

Tofoze Appollo, that god to inagnify : 

Full vawarely Hozeſtes of enup, 

Toke a harpe cherde o2 Ppzrus coud aduert 
Wher that he Rode @ rote hym to the her t. 


Cs was the fyne of PPyzrug in ſubſtance, 
02 al his pꝛyde and great pꝛelumcion: 

Of falſe auoutry foloweth thys vengeatice, 
Loſſe ol ſome membze,pouerte,oz pziſon, 
O hateful ſclaundze by ſome occaſion, 

Oz (odapne deth, oztip inſentence, 
Complete in PÞyzrus,by ful clereeuydence, 


Che. xxiii. Chapiter. 


Cot Pachapze and ot hrs 
luſter Ca⸗ 
nate. 


iter thys Pyzrus came Canace 
the faire, 
ecares dyſtyllynge fro her epen 
w+\\Ytwayne: 

*7 7: :t :: And her bzother that called was 
Machaire. | 
And both they pitiouſly gan plapne 
That foztune gan at them (o diſdayne, 
Hyndzpng their fate by woful aduenture, 
Touchig their loue which was ayen nature, 


He was her bꝛother and her loue alſo, 

As the ſtozie plainelp Doth declare: 

Ind in a bedde they lape eke bothe two, 
Reaſon was none why they would ſpare, 
But loue that cauſeth wo and eke welfare, 
Gan agayne kynde (o draungelp deuple, 
That he her wombe made ſodenlp to ryle, 


Ind finally myne authour beareth wytneg, 
A childe che had by her owne bzother, 
Which excelled in fauour and fapzenes, 
Foz lyke to hym of beaute was none other, 
But of their loue ſo gyded was the rother, 
That Caribdis twene windes ful contrapze, 
Hath Canace diſtroied, and Machapze. 


Foz whan their father the maner dyd eſpſe, 
Ok their wozkyng whych was ſo hozible, 
Foz pꝛe almoſt he fel in frenſp, 

Whych foꝛ to appeſe was an impoſſible: 
Foz the mater was frowardeand odible, 
Foz whiche plainely deuoyde of al pite, 
Upon their treſpas he would auenged be, 


(The cauſe knowen the father anone right, 
Caſt foz their dvth ofrigour to pzouide; 
Foz whych Machaire ftedde out of his ſight 
And from his face his pꝛeſente gan to hide. 
But wo alas his ſuſter mult abide, 
Mertileſſe fox their hateful treſpale, 
And ſuffre deth there was none other grace. 


Firſt her father a harpe werde to her lent, 
In token of deth foza remembzaunce, 

Ind whan che wiſt plainely what he ment, 
And conceiued his rigoꝛous oꝛdinaunce: 


Whyth whole purpole to obey his came = 
F 
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diſtres, FRE (ſayde 
Too her bꝛocher full pytoullpe ſhe 
aute ot my ſozowe, rote ot my vp pe i 
adne 
hi both our iopes by wpi were lo poled, 
nder one key our hetts to be vucloſed, 


Whilom thou were ſuppozte and ſykernes, 
Chefe reioyſyng of my wozldly pleſaunce: 
But now thou art ground of my licknes , 
Wel of — 7 — my deedly penaunce: 
Which haue of loꝛow gretteſt habuͤdaũce 
That euer pet had any creature, 

Which muſt foz loue the deth, alas, endurs. 


Thou were whyls my blyſſe # al my truſt, 
Souerapne tonkozt, my ſozowes to 6; 
Spzing and wel ok all mp hertes luſt, 
And nowe alas hefe rote ofmy diſeaſe, 
But if my Ddeth myght do the anyeaſe, 
O bꝛother myne in remembꝛaũte of twaine, 
Deth chall to me be pleaſure @ no payne. 


Sp cruel father moſt bamerciable, 
Ozdayned hath (it nedes muſt be lo) 

In his rig our he is ſo vntretable, 

Il mercileſſe he wyll that it be do, 

That we algate (hall dye both two: 

But I am glad ſith it may be none other, 

{Thou art eſcaped my beſt beloued bzother, 


'This is myne ende J may it not aſtert, 
O bzother myne there is nomoze to lap, 


That whils was chefe ſours of mp 


The goodly fayze þ lieth here lpechleſſe, 


I mouth he hath,but woꝛdes hath he none 
Can not coplaine,alas,foz none outrage, 
Naz gruteheth not, but tyeth hete alone 
Styll as a lambe moſt meke of his viſage: 
What hert of tele coude do to hymdomagez 
Oz (uffre hym dye beholdyng themanere, / 
And loke benigne of his two eyne clere: | 


O thou my father to cruell is thy wzeche, 
Harder of hert,than any tigre oꝛ lpon: 

To ſlee a ehylde that lyeth wythout ſpeche; 
Uoyde of all mercy and remiſſion, 

And on his mother haſte no compaſſion, 
Dis youth coſtdered w lyppes ſoft as ſilke 
Whych at my bzeſt Iyeth a ſouketh mplkez 


Is any (020w remebzed by wzyting 

Unto my ſoꝛouful ſighes comparable: 

Oz wag there euer treature lpuyng 

That felt ot dole a thinge moze lamentable⸗ 
Foz — wg — and vnrecurable 

Are thilke heaped ſoꝛowes full of tage. 
Which haue with wo oppꝛeſſed my tozrage. 


Rekenall my miicheues, in eſpecial | 
And on my miſchefe remembze a haue mynd: 
De loꝛd my father is my enemy moꝛtal, 
rperienceyndugh thereof J finde. 
Foz in his purſute he hath left behinde, 
In diſtruccion of the my chyld and me, 
Al ruth,al mercy,and — 1. 
Gan. 


Ind 


The kyꝛſt boke- 


And the my bꝛother auoyded krom his ſight, 
Whiche in no wyſe his grace mayſt attapne: 
Alas that rigour, vegeaunce ſt cruel right, 
Shoulde aboue mercy be lady ſouerapne, 
But crueltie doth at me ſo diſdaypne. 
That thou my bzother my childe xallo J 
Shall dye exvled, alas from al mieten. 


My father wohylom dy many a ſondzy ligne 
Was mp ſocour and {uppoztacion, | 
To the and me moſt gractoug and benigne, 
Our wozldly gladnes oute conſolacion: 
But lone a fon une hath tourned vplodoun 
Our grace, alas, out welfare à our fame, 
Hard to recure ſo ſclaundꝛed is our name. 


Spot of diffaming is harde to wache away, 
YOhan noyle abꝛode do folke manate: 

To hynder a man they: may be no delay, 
Foz hateful fame flyeth far in ch oꝛt ſpace: 
But of vs twayne there is none other grace, 
Saue onelp deth, and akter deth, alas, 
Eternal ſclaunder, of vs thus ſtant the caag, 


Who Hal we blame o2 who Chal we atvoite, 
Our greate offence (ith we mape it nothyde 4 
F 02 our excuſe repoztes to reſpyte 

Meane is there none except the God Cupide: 
And though he woulde foꝛ vs pꝛoupde, 


Jn thys mater to be our chele refuge, 
Poetes (ay he is blynde to bea tudge, 


He is depapnt iyke a blynde archere, 

To marke aryght fapling dilcrecion: 
Holdynge no mealure nouther fer noz nere, 
But lyke foꝛtune s diſpolicion, 

Al vpon hap voyde of al reaſon. 

As ablynd archer w arrowes (arp pgro'id, 
Ok auenture peueth many a moztal wounde. 


At the and me he w2ongly dyd marke, 
Felly to hynder our fatal auentures. 

As karre as Phebus chyneth in hys arte, 
To make vs refuſe to al creatures, 

Called vs twayne vnto the wofull lures 
Ok diffame.,whych wpll depart neuer, 

By newe repozte the noy(e encreſyng euer. 


Odious fame with Cvoikt wynges ſtpeth, 
But al good fame enup doth reſtrayne: 
Eche man of other the defautes ſeeth, 
Pet on his owne no man wopl complapne. 


But al the woz1de ont eryeth on vs twapne. 
Whole hateful ire by vs may not be-quemed, 
Foz J mult dye my father hath ſo demed. 


Now far wel bꝛothet, to me it doth luſfice 

To dye alone bo ur both ſatze: 

And in my mot farthful humbly wle, 

Unto mp dyes tyogh Jrtimble # quake, 
the fo: ener now my leatte'J take. _ 

And ones a pere not but rate hede, 

My latal day this letter foztorede. 


So ſhalt Þ haue of me ſome remẽbꝛaunte, 
My name empꝛinted in thy kalendere, 

By reherſaple of my deedly greuance: 
Weareblack that dap a make a doleful chere. 
Ind whan thou comeſt # alt apꝛoch nere 
My ſepulture,J pap the not diſdaine 

Upon my grane tome teares foz torayne. 


Wzityng her letter w2apped all in dꝛede, 

Jn her ryght hande her pen gan to quake: 
Ind a charpe ſwerde to make her hert blede, 
In het lift hand her fa ther hath her take. 
And her moſt loꝛow was foꝛ het childes ſaks 
Upon whole face in her barme llepyng. 
Ful manp a teare ſhe wepte in complapuing. 


Ifter al thys, ſo as che ſtode and quoke, 


Her chylde beholdig amyd her paynes lmert: 
Without abode the harpe ſwerde che toke, 
And roue her ſelfe euyn to the hert. 

Her chyld fil downe which myght not aſtert, 
Hauyng no helpe to ſoceour hymnoz laue, 
But in her bloud him ſelle began to bathe. 


Ind than her father moſt cruel of entent, 
Badde that the childe Moulde anone be take, 
Ok cruethoundes in haſte foz to be rent, 

And be denoured foz hys mothers lake: 

Ok thys tragedy thus an ende J make, 

The pꝛoteſſe of whych men may rede x ſe 
Concludeth on milchefe a furious crueltie. 


Remembzynge kyꝛzſt as made is mencton, 
=_ that Py2rus delited hym in dede 

han Troye was b2ought to diſtruction, 
With cruel werde Troyan blode to ſhede. 
But of ſuch langhter ſe here the eruel mede. 
As ryght requyzeth by vnware violence, 
Blode chedde foz blode is finall recopence. 


Lenuore 


of John Bochas. Leaf.rrxvit. 


CLenuoye. So impoꝛtable wag his punicion, 
ben lurquedy oppzeſſed hath pitie, Ol haſte pzoceadyng to their deſtruction, 
And mekenes is w tyzanny bozedoun Woꝛſe in his yzeas it was well ſene, 
Igayne all ryght, then haſty crueltie Than cruell Pyzrus whiche flewe Policene, 
Tobe vengeable maketh no delation, | 
What foloweth therof by good aſpection, Noble pꝛintes, pꝛudent and attempꝛe, 

Se an example how Pyzrus in his tene Deferre vengeaunce ok high dilerecion: 
Ofhatefull yze lough ponge Pollicene. Tyll your pze ſumwhat alwaged be, 

| Do neuer of doome none execulſion. 
kynge Eolus to outragious was parde, Foz hate and rancour pertur ben the reaſon 
And to vengeable in his entencipn: Ok haſty iudges, moe of entent vnclene, 


Agaynſt his childzen, Machaite, c Canace, Than cruell Pyzrus whych lle we Policene. 


C Thus endeth the firſte 
Booke. G. illi. 


Th P1ologut of 


© ſome folke,parcaſe it would ſeme 
Touchig 8 chaũges a mutabilities, 
By me rehearſed p thei might deme 
| Of foztunes ſtraunge aduerſities, - 
Copainces ſhewed, doun pulled fro their ſees 
Theſe tragedies ought inough luffiſe, 

Jn complaynyng which ye haue heard deuile 


The ſtoꝛp piteous, the pꝛoceſſe lamentable, 
Uoyde of iope, all gladnes and plealaunce, 

A thing to greuous and to impoꝛtable, 
Where as no mirth is medled with greuaũtce: 
All vpon complaynt ſtandeth the alyaunce, 
Moſt whan foꝛtune, who b her courſe knewe 
Chaungeth olde toyes into ſoꝛowes newe, 


Foz vnto him that neuer wiſt of wo, 
Remembzaunce of his olde gladneſſe 
Whan his welfare and pleaſaunce is go, 
And neuer afoze knewe of heauines, (nes 
Such vnware chaũg luch vacouth w2etched 
Cauleth in pzices thzough new dedly trouble 
Alter their falling their lozowes to be double. 


Olde examples of pzynces that haue fall, 
Their remebzaunce of new bꝛought to minde 
May be a myꝛroꝛ to eſtates all, 
How they in bertue ſhall remedies finde, 
Co eſchue vyces of ſuch as were made blind: 
From ſodapn fallyag the lelues to pzeſerue, 
Long to cõtune and thanke of god deſerue, 


(The kal of one is a cleare lanterne 

To teach another what he chall eſchue: 
Peryll of one, is (who lo can dilterne) 

Schole and doctrine from peryll to remus. 
As men deſerue ſuche guerdon muſt ſue: 
In vice noz vertue no man map God decepue 
Like their deſertes their mede they retepue. 


Who foloweth vertue lengeſt doth perleuer, 
Be it in riches, be it in pouertpe: 

Light of trouth his clerenes kepeth euer, 
Igayne the aſſautes of all aduerſitie. 

Uertue is cauſe of long pzolperitie. 

Ind whan pꝛinces fro vertue downe decline, 
Their fame is @zouded vnder ß cliptike line 


Fox falſe foztune whiche turneth as a ball, 
Of vnware chatiges though men her atwite 
It is not che that yaue pzynces the fall, 

But vycious liuyng playnly to endyte: 
Though God aboue full oft them reſpyte, 
Longe abideth and dothe his grace ſende, 


Ataf. xxx vili 
Co this entent they chouldẽ their life ame nde. 


Foz their welfare and their abidyng longe, 
Who aduertiſeth, dependeth not on chaunce: 
Good life # vertue maketh the td be ſtronge, 
And them allureth in long per ſeueraunte. 
Uertue on foztune maketh a defiaunce, 
That foztune hath no domination, 

Wher noble pzinces be gouerned by reaſon; 


But fuche as liſt not cozrected be, 

By example of other foꝛ bycioug gouernaticet 
And frotheir vytes liſt not foz to fiye, 

If they be troublcd in their hygh puiſſaunce, 
They arette it to foztunes vatiaunce, 
Touchyng the gyltes that they did bſe 
(Their demerites full fally excuſe, 


Uertue tonſerueth pꝛyntes in their glozy, 
And conkirmeth their dominations: 

Aud vyces put their pꝛynce out of ene! 
Foz their treſpaces and their tranſgreſſi 
And in all ſuche ſodaynemutactons 

They tan no refute noz no better ſuccoure, 
But agayne foztune to make their clamour, 


Wake an out erye ofher doubleneſſe, 
As no gylt were in their owne dede: 
Thus vntruly they tall het a goddeſſe 

Which litle oꝛ nought may helpeat luch a nede 
But if they had god in loue and dzede, 
Truſted his loꝛdſhyp, in hart, will, a thought 
They ſhould foztane playnly let at nought. 


Euidence full expert and palpable; 

Tofoze rehearſed tolde of diuers ages: 
Woꝛldiy gtozy is vayne and full viſfable, 
With dilceytes double of their vyſages, 
Shewyng to pꝛynces firme of their cozages, 
By theſe enlamples howe & in what wyle, 
By others fallyng they (hal the (gife chaſtiſe. 


Sygnes chewed and tokens in heauen, 
Diuers cometys,and conſtellations, 
D2eadfull thunder fearfull firy leauen, 
Rumours in earth, and great diſcencions, 
Dilobeyſaunce in (undzy regpons, 

Shewen exampies( full wel affirme J date) 
To mighty pzinces the biddyng to beware 


(Cheirlife to amend oz the loꝛde do (mite, 
Thzough negligenceoz1t be to late. 

And 0z þ (werd of vengeaunce kerue oz byte 
Into vertues their vpcious life _—_ 


t agayunlt all w2ong debate, 


Cherichyng ri 
With dꝛeade of God make them lelte ſtronge, 
Tyan in no doubt they Gall endure longe. 


Who is not ware dy others chaſtiſpng, 
Othet by him chal chaſtiled be: 

Harde is the hart whithe foz no waityng, 
Fo2 no doctrine,noz none aucthozitie, 

Foz none examples, will from his vyces flye, 
To indurat is his frowarde entent, 

Whiche will not (uffer his hardnes to relent. 


(The rounde dꝛoppes ot the ſmothe rayne, 
Dhiche that diſcende and fall from aloft, 

On ſtones harde cat the eye it is leyne) 

Perceth their hardnes, with their fallyng oft 

All be in touchyng water is but ſoft, 

The perſyng cauſed by foꝛce noꝛ puilſaunce, 

But of tallyng by long continuaunce, 


Semblably of ryght J dare rehearſe, 

Oft readyng in bokes fructuous, 

The hartes ould of pzudent pzinces perce, 
Soke in their mind x make them vertuous, 
Co eſchue all thyng that is vycious. 
Foꝛ what auaileth the examples þ they rede, 
To their readyng if contrary be the ded? 


Cunnyng and dede who tan compꝛehende, 

In clere conceites they ben thinges twapne, 
Ind if cunnyng do the dede amende, 

Than atwene thẽ is made a mighty chayne, 
A noble thing and right ſouerapne. 

Fo: thanofcunnyng the labour is well ſpent 
Vyan dede foloweth,# bothe ben of aſſent. 


Thus John Bochas pꝛ inhis boke 
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the tranlatoure. 


To ſet in ſtoztes ſuch as he founde, 


Gan foz to wꝛite and his purpoſe tote, 


Ofentent all vyces to confounde 
By examples whiche he did expꝛeſſe. | 
And at the begynnyng of his buſineg 


MDyghyty Saule to him did appeare, 

Kyng of Jſraell piteoufly wepyng. 

Deadly of face and with an hydous cheare, 
His voyce ybzoke by manifolde ſobbyng: 
And to mine aucthour his ſoꝛow coplaynyng, 
Requiryng hym together whan they met, 
Firſt in his boke his wofull fate to ſet, 


Inone after J of entencion, 

With penne in hande faſt gan me ſpede 
As J coulde in my tranſlation, | 
In this labour further to pzocede: 
My loꝛde came fozth by a gan to take hede 
This mighty pzince right manly # right wile 
Gaue me charge in his pzudent auyſe, 


That 'J ould in euery tragedy 

After the pꝛoceſſe made mencion: 

At the ende let a remedy, 

With a Lenuoy, conueped by reaſon: 
Ind after that with humble affection ' 
(To noble pzynces lowly it dyzect, 
By others fallyng them ſelues to cozrect, 


Ind J obeyed his biddyng and pleaſaunce, 
Under luppoꝛt of his magnifi 
Is J coulde, J gan my penne ad a 
All be J was barrapne ofeloquence, | 
Folowing mine auctoz inſubſtacice 6 ſetente⸗ 
Foz it ſuffiſeth playnly vnto me 

Ho 9 — take in gre. 
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of John Bothas. 


C Hope Qaule kyng of Iſrael 


as longe as he dꝛadde God and was obedietite to 


bozne of lowe degree 


Le at. xxxix. 


him and ruled by good connſaile,made many diſtontitures:but at 


the laſt fozhis pꝛyde, pꝛelumption, and great diſobedience, he loſt his 
crovwne, and was llapne by PhiliCines, 


¶ The firſte Chapter. 


His ſayde Saule of whom I ſpake 
tofoꝛzne, 

Full well compacte , and large of 
Of the lyne of Beniampn eke bozne, 

His father Cis was called in ſcripture: 
Whoſe aſſes whilom left their paſture, 
Space ofthze dayes Saule had the ſought, 
Loſt his labour, and founde them nought, 


Foz they were gone out ſo farre on ſtray, 
So dilceuered, he ne coude themmete: 
Tyll that a childe him ſuyng all the wap, 
paue him counlaile his labour foz to lete, 
And that he chould go to the Pꝛophete, 
Whiche was full famous holde in Jſraell, 
Of whom the name was called Samuel. 


Whiche made Saule in his houſe to dyne, 
Receiued him of great affection: 

And by pꝛetept and ozdtnaunce deupne, 
Samuell made no pꝛolongation, 

But ſhed the holy ſacred vnction, 

Upon the head of Saule downe knelyng, 
Ind fail deuoutly of Jſraell made him kyng 


Of Gods people to haue gouernaunce, 

Dith ſceptre # crovone and whole the regaly, 
Ind his nobleſſe moꝛe myghty to aduaunce, 
With mekenes to rule his monarchy, 
Godgaue to him a ſpirite of pꝛophety, 
Whiche was great gloꝛy to his magnificence 
Ok future thinges to haue pꝛelcience. 


Ind while þ he was meke a humble in dede, 
Uoyde of pꝛyde and falſe pzeſumption, 

And pzudent counſaple with him did lede, 
Hym to gouerne by good dilcretion, 

He founde quiete thzough all vis region: 

No foꝛayne enmy durũ him to werrep, 
While he the lozde mekely did obey, 


Ko enemy myght apen himrecure, 


Thzoughnone Epziſes,but loze did him dzede: 
Made many — diſconfiture 

(Thzough his tozce, knyghthode, and mihead - 
On Philiſtpnes, and daunted eke in dede 
T wo mighty kynges, the one of Ammonites. 
And another that gouerned the Moabites. 


23 kounde ſtronge and eke bictozious, 
e Paleſtines bzingyng to milchaunce, 
Agaynſt Ydumeans ſo mighty and famous, 
Thzough his myghty pzudent gouernaunce, 
That he their pꝛide bzought to miſchaunte, 
Outraped them of wildome and manheade, 
Pꝛimo regum as pe map playnly reade, 


He was the ſonne called of one pere, 

n J(raell whan his raygne began: 
table of hatt, and benygne of chere, 
Frowarde no: ſturdy to no maner man, 
Ill that whyle loue of the people he wan, 
The tyme J mene while he was iuſt a ſtable 
Ind in his wozkes not founde variabie. 


But whi that pꝛide gau his hart enhacice 
Wilfulnes and falſe melancoly 

Outraped reaſon,to haue the gouernaunce ' 
Ol his olde famous policy: 

And had fozgotten in his fantaſy | 
To know the lozde a mekely ſue his la we, 
God from his crowne his grace gan tbdzawe 


The bnkynde wozme of fozyetfulnes, 

n his hart had myned through the wall: 

n to God foz his kyndenes, 

e gaue no laude noz no thanke at all, 
hiche had him rayſed vnto estate royall 
From poꝛe degre, among all his kynne alone. 
Ok linguler fauour to let him in his trone, 


What thig in hart may be moze frowatd thou 


Than is ſodapne falſe pꝛeſumption, 
Oka waetche that came vp ol 
Co peue him loʒdſhyp and domina 


(ght 
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The leconde boke 


to make a playne compariſon, 


Ind | 
Men ok teaſon dzeade a lyon laſſe, 


Than the rudeneg of a crowned aſle, 


What thing to god is moze abhominable, 
Than pꝛyde vpꝛayſed out of pouertee: 

And nothing gladly is koũd moze vengeable, 
Than are wzetches ſet in high degre: 

Foꝛ krom his ſtocke kynd may not flye, 

Eche thing reſozteth howe farre euer it go, 
(To the nature whiche that it came tro, 


Frute and apples take their tarrage 
Where they firſt grewe, ol the lame tre, 
And ſemblably eche kynred and lynage, 
Ones a pete it will none other be, 

By token # ſigne at the eye as men may le, 
Dzaweth communelp in euery creature, 
Sume tetche to folow after his nature, 


J waite not this in rebuke of pouert, 

But koꝛ ſuche onely as that it deſerue. 
God ok his might as men be well expert, 
May them in vertue encreaſe andconſerue, 
From all miſchefe a poꝛe man pzeſerue, 
Rayſehem on heygh to dominacions, 
Thzough high nobleſſe of their condiciong. 


By inflnente God may his grace chede, 
Where he kindeth taule: onely by mekenes 
A poꝛe man to raiſe him vp in dede, 
Unto the eſtate of bertuous nobles, 

Fo ont of vertue tometh all gentlenes. 
Jn poze and ryche make none exception, 
But them chmende like their condicion. 


A poꝛe man whiche that is vertuous, 

Ind dꝛeadeth god in his pouertie, 

Eche thing eſchuyng that is vytiousß/, 
And to his power doth trouth and equitie, 
J dare right well ſay what euer that he be, 
Puttyng no rebuke bntohis kinrede, 

But call him gentle verily in dede. 


But k 1 contrarioug, 
Diſobeplaunte founde in his wozkyng: 
Whan God made him to be vyctozious 
On Imalech,where Agag was kyng, 
im commaunded to ſpareno maner thing, 
an noꝛ woman beaſt noz childe ſuccoure, 


But b his worde Gould all thing deuoure. 


But Saule wzoughtallin other wiſe, 
Echething reſerupng b was kappe toſyght, 


Andofentent to makea 
Ifter ht 1 tygbt: 


Fatteſt beaſtes he chaſe a hath them di 
e 0 


And fro death he ſpared Agag the kyng, 


He was repzoued afterward of Samuel, 
To gods diddyng foz he was contrayze, 

As abiect to raygne in Jſraell, 
(That all good hope in hym gan diſpayze, 
His grace,his myght, gan pale and appapꝛe, 
His pzophecy after yath hym fayled, 

Ind wyth a tiende he was alſo traueiled. 


Thus fro her whele foztune caſt himdowne, 
Aualed him from his ropall ſe; | 
And Godalſotokeaway the crowne, 

Both from him and his poſteritie, 

And ſet bp Daudd foz his humilitie, 

Lo how the loꝛde his domes can deuide, 

To enhaunte mekenes and to abate p2ide, 


Saule endured in his frenly, 

A wieked ſpꝛite ſo (oze him did allaple. 
UntoDaud euer he had enup, 

That he was hardy to enter in battayle, 
With a Caffe ſiynge, voyde of plate and mayle 
Slough Golyas without feare oz d2eade, 
Pulled out his lwerde and [mot of his heade, 


It their repay2png home out of the kelde, 


Wyhan Dauid had ſlapne this Goly, 
Ponge mapdens whan they behelde, 
(The great vyctozy,they in their armony, 
In laude of Dauid thus gan ſynge and cry: 
Saule hath ſlayne a thoulãd with his mi 


Daudd ten thouſand, that luſty pong knyght, 


Saule diſdayned and ſayd frowardlp, 
(They graunted haue a thouland to m name 
And to the ſonne hereof Jſai, _ 0 
Paue ten thouſand to encreaſe his fame, 
Whiche is to me a rebuke and a hame. 
Wyerupon this Saule frete with y2e, -- _ 
Ofyonge Dautd gan the death conlppze, 


Jn hys hart he had a fantaſy, 

Ok their ſyngyng whan that he toke hede, - 
Dempt it was a manger W, 1114 
That Dauid pzeferred d be in dede, 
Ind ta the crovne after him ſucte de: 
Thought his childer as he gan diuyne, 
Should be depziued ofthe ropall lyne. 
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Chus day by day Saule wayes ſought, - ; 
To flea Dauid playnly if ye myght:. 


Al ve it ſo that ye no malyce thought, 
But euer kept him lowly in his {yght. 
[Cherfoze good euer & grace on him alyght, 
Foz ape the loꝛde of his magnikicence, 
Agayne tyꝛantes p2elerueth innocentes. 


And as the bible playnely dothe bs lere, 
This Dauid had in his tender age, | 
Foꝛ his nobles thekynges daughters dere, 
Called Mychol ioyned by mariage: 

And whan that Saule fyli in any rage, 
Dauld anone to alwage his wodenes, 
Touched his harp a bzought him in gladnes 


Saule full oft gan Dauid toenchaſe, 

And warrey thzoughout all his londes: 
(Th2ough deſertes him purſue & manace, 

Of entent to haue chet hym vp tn bondes, 

Oz to ſlea him if he tome in his hondes, 

But finally god thzough his ozdinaunce, 
Pꝛelerued his knyght fro al maner miſchice 


Saule full oft was bzought tomiſcheke, 
Pet aye from death Dauid did him laue: 
And hereof this was a lpecjall pzefe, 
Whan Dauid cut his garment in the caue, 
Ind mo tokens if ye liſt to haue, 

In other time Daudd alſo kept, 

Che like of Saule whan he lay and ſlept, 


Che tale was this, as they were hoſtepng, . 


Not farre a (under Saule lay on ſlepe, 
All his people about him ſleapyng, 

And vnpurueyed lyke a llocke of chepe: 

— thyng Daudd toke good kepe, 
Dovone delcended, and made no delay, 
Came to the tent where kyng Saule lap. 


The ſpete of Saule ſtandynge at his heed, - 


Daͤuid toke it, and went his was anone: 
Ok his comyng there was no man toke hede, 
Foꝛ Saule ſlept and his men echone. 


And whan that he bp to the hyll was gone, 


Toward Saule agapne he caſt his loke, 


Made a noble that ali his knyghtes woke, 


Fy2lt to Abner pzynce of his chyualry, 
Dauid fapd thele wozdegin ſentence: 
Abner( quod he)thou haſl done 


tat fol y, 
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In peryll ande, and none hede tab, 


Atat᷑. xl. 
About his pexſon to make his knights wabe, 


- Thouarttoblamefozthy tetcheleſueſſe. 


Toleaue theking tandein ſo great a dede, 
In llepe to haue moze ſauour and ſweteneſſe, 
Than of his ike to take hede. | 

Such negligence requireth fo2 his mede, 
Death and turment by righrtull indgement, 
About a pzpnce whan folke be negligeat; 


Ind thou lyſt to ſe aneuidence, 8 

ow that hys lyte ſtode tnieopardy? 

e here his ſpere # yeue thereto credence 

ow vnpꝛouided ye were on your party, 

aule noz thou ye may it not dene 
Pour lite, pour deth pour power pour puiſſice 
This day god put whole in my gouernaunce, 


But me to acquite of pure innocence, 
Is eueryman Gould vntohis kung, 
And to declare in me was none offence, 
Igapnſt his nobles in will noz in wozkyng, 
As God wot that knoweth euery thyng, 
That I neuer bynoconſpiracy, 

Wꝛought noꝛ compalled agaynehis regaly, 


O here example of perfite patiente, 
Bgaynemalyce to ſhewe kyndenes: 
Wyere Saule chewed his moztall vyelenct 
Dauid acquite hym w ſuffraunce a goodnes, 
The tyꝛãt vainquiched di his pzudet mekenes 
Men agapne trouth map well a war re gyn, 
But at thende the palme he doth ape vonne. 


Foz ol this ſtozy if that ve take hede, - 

Saule is fall foz hys frowardnes, 

Into miſchete, and into ſodapne dzede, 
Foz Philiſtynes the byble beateth witnes, 
With a great power gan thiderwards dzeſle, 


Upon kyng Saule auenged foz tobe, 
Their tentes pight beſyde Gelboe, 


Foz Sault hadeattouraitdiuynes, /-! -- 
From J(\raell,and eche diutnereſlez; 


N. i. Wer: 
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Were riſſe agayne his power to oppzeſſe: The Philiſtines belide Gelboe, 
And he ne kne we no maner ſozcereſſe, In that battayle he and his chudzen bete, 
Ok whom he might any counſaple take, Shoulde dye that dape ok neceſlitie: 
And he of god that time was fozſake., His chynalry ſhall diſcomfited be, 
Ot his raygue there is no lenger date, 


In this wile he Code dilconſolate, Foz god from him his kingdom wil tranſlate 
Coũ laple of God noz pꝛophete knewe he none | 

But as a man moſt infoztunate, And thus Saule returned is agayne, 
Uugraciouſly he ſped him fozth anone, His meyny after bzought to diſconfiture, 


And ſecretelye this Saule is fozth gone, And whan he lawe ail hys people flayne, 
To a woman that ould him rede and wilſe, And how there was no meane to recure; 
In J(\caell called a phytoneſſe, In that deadly wofull aduenture, 
| | | He bad his ſquiet take his werde as blyue, 
Whiche is a name as clarkes waiten all, And thzough the hart that he chold him ryue. 
And office who that taketh hede, : 
Soules of men agapne to clepe and call, That his enemies which were vncircumciſed 
ene ſuche that tofoze were deade, Should haue no power, in ſtozy it is founde, 
hiche is a thing ſtraunge foz to reade, To haue vpon him as they haue deuiled, 


That women Gould, who lo liſt to lere, To veue hym hys laſt fatall wounde, 
Maze loules ot dead men to appere. His high nobleſſe at miſchefe to confounde, 
8 5 But his ſquyꝛe foz feare of god and dꝛede, 
Unkouth and ſtraunge is their opinion, Woulde not aſſent to do lo foule a dede. 
And to my witte a maner impoſſible; . | 
Not acco2dyng me ſemeth to reaſon, To flea his loꝛde he greatly was aferde, 
Monz like a thing whiche that is credible, A thing hatefull in every mannes (yghr, 
That a ſoule of nature inuiſible, But Daule toke the pomell of his ſwerde, 
Wyght appeare oz chewe vilibly, And in the grounde full depe anone it pyght, 
Unto the eyen which that ben bodelp. Aud in all haſte poſſible that he myght, ; 
Made the poynt in his furious payne, 
But oz that J any further flyt, To perce his hart and part it euen in twayne, 
Leſt J were holde to prelumptuous, 4 
To diuines this matter J commit, The Philiſtynes anone as he was dead, 
Ind wile clarkes that ben vertuous, Spoyled yym ok his royall armure:. 
In their wittes (ubtyll and curious, Dilmembꝛed him, and (mote of his heade, 
To conclude as it dothe them leme, And in token of their diſconfiture, 
In this matter a trouth foz to deme. (Toke the (poyles wyth all their buſy cure, 
And therot made in all their beſt entent, 
Whether it was the ſoule of Samuell To Altaroth of pzyde a great pꝛelſent. 
OL: other ſpirite that ſhe did call, | 
p +7 that tolde the kyng of Jſraell, Thus was Saule flapne in ſentence, 
f the battayle that choulde after fall, Df Philitynes vpon Gelboe, 
His aduenture and his milchefes all: Foz(ake of God foz inobedience, - 
Ind ofhis deathhe tolde alſo in dede, Abiect alſo from his ropall ſee: 
And how Dauid ould after him ſuccede, And thus foz lackynge ofhumilitye, 
P | Ok god he was foz euer ſet aſyde, 
Becauſe onely of his diſobeyſaunce, Lo here the ende ofſurquedy and pzyde, 
Is it is witten, and fo his retchlelnes, - | 
On Amalech fox he toke not bengeaunce, | CLenuoy, *« 
Thus the ſpirite bare to him wytnes. 15 N 
Wherof Saule fyll in great heaumes, Aue mind of Saule which to eſtate ryal 
Knowing no mene to eſcape out of this dout, Fro low degre was called foz mekenes, 


But take his foztune as it cometh about. But pꝛeſũption made hym haue a fall, 
| TEN Ok God abiect fox his frowardneg, 
Coldehimallo his enemies were lo rothe, Loſt his drew me dhe bible beareth we iner | 
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And cauſe was foz his diſobeyſaunce, 
To gods biddyng he yaue none attendaunce. 


God not aſketh no moꝛe of man at all 

But whole hart without doublenes, 

Foz all the gyftes whiche in eſpectall, 

He yaue to man of his goodnes: 

But he chaſtileth all vnkindnes, 
Suche as ben rebell foz todo pleaſaunce, 
Ind to his biddyng yeue none attendaunce, 


Noble pꝛyntes bertue moſt pꝛyneipall 

Pou to conſerue in your high nobleſle, 

Js to impꝛynt in your memoziall, 
Fayth,and equitie,all wꝛonges to tedzeſle: 
To \ſuſtayne trouth and ryghtwylneſſe, 
Ind tofoze God holde euenly the balaunce, 
And to his biddyng peue al your attendaũce. 


C A commendation of Obe- 
dience. 


Which p haue moſt ſouerain luffilaũte, 
Is the vertue ot true obedience, 
Whiche let all thyng in ryghtfull gouernaũce, 
Fo2 ne were not this pzudent ozdinaunce, 
Some to obey and aboue to gye, 
Deſtroyed were all woꝛldly policy, 


O Ertue of vertues moſt of excellence, 


Where that vertue and hygh dilcrecion 
Auoyded haue from them all wylfulnes, 

By titles onely of domination 

Truelp lenyng vpon rightwilnes, 

W2ong and errours iuſtiy to redzeſſe, 

Of trouth J map right well affirme and lay, 
The people mekely their biddyng Wold obey, 


This noble vertueof faythfull obeyfaunce, 
Eſtabliſhed vpon humilitie, 

Whiche includethno double variaunce, 

Ju all regions and in eche countrey, 
Cauleth welfare, iope, and pꝛoſperitie: 

Ind as vertue cheke and ſouerapne, 

All vycious ryote it plapnly doth reſttayne, 
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Obedience eke as men may ſe 
Talſenes exileth and all rebellion, 
Foz by temperaunce,ryght,andequitye, 
Stant the welfare of euerp region, 
Foꝛ the metzenes and lowe ſubiection, 
Df tomonties, holde vp the regalies, 
Ok loꝛdchyppes and ol all monarchpes. 


Tak. xli. 


Ind no doubt whan lozchyps of entent, 
Buly ben the louetayne lozde to quem, 
To their ſubiectes do right (udgement,. . 

n conſcience as ryght aud reaton dane, 
Than (hall their crowne and dyademe, 
Upon their heade perleuer and freſhly chyne, 
Ind make lubiectes to their biddyng tucline. 


Thus obeyſaunce plapuly at a wozde, 
In ſuch as haue lozdhyp and ſouerapatte, 


Done of entent to their ſouerayne loꝛde, 


Shall cauſe ham rapghe in long pzolperitie, 
Ind their ſubiectes of humilitie, | 

Foz their noble famous gouernaunte, 

Ipe to be ready vnder their obtyſaunce, 


Foz who 5 eren loꝛde of ſoꝛdes all, 
And hath the people in his ſubiection, 

God wyll kepe him that he Call not fall, 
Longe pꝛeſerue his domination, | 
But agaynwarde whan wiſdome and reaſon 
Ben ouermaſtred with lenſualitic, 

Farewell the floures of their felicitye, 


Obedience blunteth the charpenes, 

Ot crueli (wozdes in tyzantes handes, 

And mekenes appealeth the felnes, 

Ok haſty voͤgeaunce, bzeketh on two ß böds: 
Ehe pagience ſet quiete in londes, 

And where thele thze contune in comonties, 
Longe peace perſeuereth i kyngdoms a cities 


Obedience dothe alſo reſtrapne,. 
Conſppꝛations and falle colluſions, 

Whan cheſtant vnparted, not atwapne, 
There is no dꝛeade of no diſcencions: 

Foz ſhecombineth the true opinions, 

In the harts of people, ful wel afoze pz0uided 
Under paynces to land whole vndeuided. 


Where pꝛinces be meke,hiible,anddebonay:e 
Toward God of whole affection, | 
(They? lubiectes be gladly not contrayze, 

In their ſeruice,by no rebellion: 

Foꝛ there is founde no deuiſion, 
But head a membzes eche foz his partpe, 
Be ſo gouerned by pzudent policy, 


Contrariouſly Saule was put downe, 
Abiect of God foz his obſtinacy, p 
Put from his lcepter,his crowne, his region, 


Pb Iſrael! loft all the monarchy, 


Fo; he lyſt not make his alye, 
Ok frowardnes and wylfull negligente, 
H. ii. This 


This noble bertue called obediente. 


Fo: as it longeth in kingdome s and cityes, 
Under a keye of true beneuolence 
Pꝛinces and kynges to gouerne their lees: 
So apperteyneth due reuerence 

To their ſubiectes, by obedience 

To obey their lozdes as they be of degre 

By title of right in euery comontee. 


Foz obeyſaunce if it be diſcerned, 

(With Argus eyen, who that taketh hede) 
As ryght requyzeth is not well gouerned 
Whan the meinbꝛes pzeſume agayn the head: 
Ok gouernaunce there is no perfite (pede, 
From vnitie they go a froward wep, 

Whaa ſubiectes their pꝛinces diſobep. 


The. ii. Chapter. 


Show kyng Roboam foꝛ geuyng fayeth to 
yonge counſayle, loſt the beneuolence 
ofhis people,and died 
a foole, 


Nto Bochas in oꝛder next there came 
With full great dole and lamentacion, 
The yonge kyng called N oboam, 
Sonne and next heyze to Salomon, 
Entryng by title of iuſt ſucceſſion: 
Belought mine aucthour to make ok his folp, 
And of his fallyng a piteous tragedy, 


Firſt whan he entred into his region, 

@ welue tribes gouernyng in dede, 

Nuled him ſelfe by will and no reaſon, 
Kept his ſubiectes plainly as J rede, 

Not vnder loue, but bnder froward dzede: 
Ok olde wiſecto his great diſauaile) 

He deſpiſed the doctrine and counlaple. 


He demeanedcas it was well couth) 

His ſcepter his crowne. and his regalp, 

By ſuch folke as ftoured in their youth, 
Could of cuſtome their wittes well apply 
To blynde him falſely with their flattery: 
Whiche is a ſtepmother called in ſubſtaunce, 
To all vertue and all good gouernaunce, 


Alas it is great dole and great pitte 

That ftattery chould haue ſo great favour: 
Whych blindeth pꝛinces that they map not ſe, 
Miſteth the eyen ofeuery gonernour, 
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That they can not knowe their owne errour. And by falle counſayle of folkes tullot pus 


Falſe hony ſhed ape on their ſentence, 
A fole is he that peueth to them credence, 


[They map be called the deuyls tabourers, 
With frowarde ſownes eares to fulfyll: 
Oz of Sirenes the perillous botelers, 
Whiche gall and hony downe diſtyll. 
Whoſe dzinkes ben bothe amerous and pll, 
And as clarkes well deniſe cunne, 

Worſe than the dzynkes of Sirenes tunne. 


Eares ofpzynces full well they can enoynt 
With the ſott ople of adulation, 

Ind their termes moſt (ubtylly appopnt, 
Eche thing concludyng with kalſe deception; 
Ape blandichyng with anieroug poyſon, 

And finally as the Pocte ſapth, 

Their faith of cuſtome co:iciudeth © vntfapth, 


Flourpng in woꝛds though there be nolcute, 
Double of hart, pleaſaunt of langage, 

Ok true meanyng voyde and deſtitute, 

n muſtring out ward pꝛetẽd a fayze vyſa ge; 
ho truſteth them findeth (mal aduaiitage 
By apparaunce and glozious freche hewyrg 
Pꝛinces deceauing and many a wozthy kyng 


Koboam can beare full well witnes, 

Ftom him auoydyng folkes that were true, 
How he was hindꝛed by flattery and falſeneg 
By them that coulde foꝛge out tales newe: 
Whole counſaile after (oze did him rue, 

And with their fayned falſe ſuggeſtton, 
Greatly abzidged his domination, 


He dempt him (elfe of mo2caucthozitpe, 
Of folly, youth, and of pꝛelumption, 
Than was his fatherin great royaltie, 
Ind this pompous falle opinion 

Came into his concept by adulation: 

Foz flatterers bare tohim witnes, 

How he excelled his fathers hygh nobles, 


He did gteat rigour and oppꝛe ſſion 

Upon his people as it bas wel pꝛeued: 

Ind to finde ſome mitigation, 

They in matters which þ haue them greucd, 
Ok their tributes foz to be releued, 
Beſought he would releſe the in their nede, 
But all foʒ nought he toke therof no hede. 


All olde counſaple from him he ſet aſide, 
Andrefuſed their doctrine and their loꝛe: 
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pis po2e lieges he oppꝛeſſed ſore, 
And ten kynredes anone without moze, 
Fo tyzanny and milgouernaunce, 


From him withdzough the trouth & lygeaũtce 


{Thus of the kyng conceſued the rygour, 
The people anone of indignacion 
Stoned Adozam, whiche was collectour 
Ol the tributes in all his region, 

From him departyng by rebellion: 
Wherof aſtonied, to auengehis vnryght, 
Into Jeruſalem toke anone his flyght. 


And whan they were parted from Roboam, 
(The ten kpnredes by diuiſion, 

Chaſe them a kyng called Jeroboam: 

And Roboam within his ropall toun, 

To be auenged of their rebellion, 

And fo to do on them cruell tuſtice, 


Jn hundzed thoulande he made anone to riſe, 


With Jeroboam he caſt him foz to mete, 
And all at ones ſet in ieopardy: 

But Sameas the pꝛophete bade him lete, 
And fro the warre withdꝛawe his party. 
Ind moꝛe the quarell foz to iuſtifye, 

Of his peoples frowarde departyng, 

It was gods wyll done foz a punichyng. 


Touchyng the ſurplus ok his gouernaunce, 
His royall bupldyng of many a fapꝛe city, 
His great ryche famous (uffiſaunce, 

Of wyne and ople hauyng great plenty, 

And how his empy2e encrealed yeres thze, 
Eke how that time he ryghtfull was in dede, 
4n Jolephus his ſtozy ye may rede, 


Ot his childzen bozne in ryght lyne, * 
Eyghtene wpues (as made is mencion) 

I tynde he had, and many a concubpne: 
Sonnes and daughters by pzocreation, 
And how his riches and great poſſeſſion, 
That tyme encrealed as it is well knowe, 
To god aboue while that he bare him lowe. 


But as mine auctour maketh rehearſatle, 
In his encreale and augmentacion, ; 
Mekenes mhert in him gan waſte and faile, 
And pzydeentred with falſe pzeſumption, 
Uertue deſpiſyng and all religion, 
After whole vyces as ſayth the ſame boke, 


Wicked examples of him the people toke. 
Alter the maners where they be good oz yll, 


Leaf.rlit, 


Uſed of pꝛyntes in diuers regions. 

The people is ready to vſe and fulfill, 
Fully the traces of their condicions: 
Foz loꝛdes may in their ſublections, 
So as them liſt wholocan take hede, 
To vpce oz vertue their lubiectes lede. 


Thus Noboam foz his tranſgreſſions 
In Joſephus as it is deuiſeo, 

And foz his frowarde falſe opinions, 
Onelp fot he all vertue hath deſpiſed, 
Ok God he was rightfully chaſtiled, 
In Jeruſalem his chiefe royall towne, 
Ok his enempes belieged enuyzoun. 


The kyng of Egypt a ſiege about him layed, 
With ſo great people p ſocour was ther none: 
All be it ſo that Roboam abzayed, 

And pꝛaped to god to deliuer him fro his ſong 
Toauoyde of mercy his enemyes euerichoue 
But god liſt not graunt his pzapere, 

But him chaſtiled like as ye ſhall here, 


Fy2lt his citye and his royall towne 
Delivered was. he knewe no better (uccour, 
Under a fayned falſe compoſicioun: 

Foz at their entryng voyde of all fauoure, 
Kepyng no couenaunt toke all the treaſoure 
Within the temple, hauyng no pitye, 

But ladde it home to Egypt their countrey, 


And to rehearſe it is a great dole, 


— Roboam as Jolephus dothe declare, 
as inly pꝛoude and therwithal a foole, 

Ind of all wy(dome deftitute and bare, 
Unmerciable hys people foz to ſpare, 
Yatyng good counſaple, and ſo in his regaly, 
Kaygnyng a foole,and ſo J let hym dye, 


CLenuoy, f 


P Hilolophers conclude anddeuiſe, 

In theyz bokes of good experience, | 
That counſaylours.ſadde,erpert,and wyſe, 
True oftheir woꝛde, ſtable of their ſentence, 
Yaſty nozretchles foz no byolence, 

Kepe and pzeſeruecthe trouth J dare attame) 
Nobleſle of pzinces fro milcheke and dyffaine, 


alty youth and rancour in contrarywyſe, 
yche haue to wyll all theyz aduertence, 
Except them ſelues all other men deſpyſe 
Thzough their vnbzydeled furious inlolence, 
Nothyng aquainted w wiſdome noz pzudece, 
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Bꝛyng ayenward wherof they be to blame, 
Puttyng his nobles in milchefe and diffame, 


Kyng Roboam agapnſt ryght and iuſtice, 

To yonge foles yaue fayth and moſt credence 
Cruelly his ſubiectes to chaſtyce: 

Whiche put his people from his beneuolence, 
Thꝛew ten kynredes from his obedience, 
Which was to him by recozd full great ame 
Puttyng his nobles in miſchete and diffame, 


Noble pꝛinces do wiſely aduertiſe 

In perleueryng of your magnificence, 

Ok olde expert, not blent with coueriſe, 
Take your counſayle and do them reuerence, 
Eyed as — — in their high pꝛouidence, 
Whiche conlerue by tepoꝛt of good name, 
Nobleſſe of pꝛynces from miſchefe a diffame, 


C The. iii. Chapter. 


＋ The office and retinue of a 
Kynge, 


The of pꝛices the pope a vainglozy? 
VV hich wene to ſtand in their eſtates 
\23;ſtable, 
Is thei the woꝛld had conquered by byctozy, 
Ind ſodaynly be put out of memozy, 
The ir fame clouded, alas, and their nobles 
With a darke chadowe of fozyetfulnes, 


No Hat erthly thing is moze deceiuable 
N 4 
/ 


Wherofcometh the famous clere chinyng 

- Ofemperous in their conſiſtozies: 

Oz wherok cometh their laude in repoztynge, 
Saue that clarks haue wꝛitẽ their hiſtozies. 
Oꝛ where be now conqueſtes tranſitoztes, 
Oꝛ their triũphes where ſhould men the find 
Nad wuters their pꝛowes put in mynd, 


Reken bp al, and firſt the wozthy nyne, 

In high nobles whiche had neuer peers, 

The marciall actes which clearly did <yne, 
Their fame vp boꝛne, aboue al the nine ſters 
With loude ſoundes of famous clarioners, 
Their glozious palmes if ther be well payſed, 
By lowe labours ofcomons was firſt railed 


Wake alikenes of thele great ymages, 
Curiouſly cozue out byentaple, 
Head,armes,body,and their freſhe vyſages, 
Without fete oz legges may not auaple, 

To ſtand vpzyght,oz nedes they muſt fayle: 


Ind ſemblably, ſubiettes in commontees, 
Napſe vp the nobles ofpzinces in their ſees. 


Is head and membzes in ymages be of ſtone, 
Other on ſtocke by compaſſe vadeutded, 
Ind by pꝛopoꝛcion their tetures euerychone, 
Set in true oꝛder as nature hath pꝛouided: 
Soß all errours thꝛough craft be circũtided 
The head higheſt by cultome as men knowe, 
The body amidde, the fete beneth lowe, 


Myghty pꝛinces foꝛ their high renoun, 

As moſt wozthyCall occupy the heade, 

With wytte,memozy,and eyen of reaſon, 

To kepe their membzes fro miſchefe & dzead, 
Like their degrees take of them good hede, 
With clere fozeſyght of a pꝛudent thought, 
(Their fete pzeſerue that they erre nought. 


There muſt be hands and armes of defence, 
Whiche Tall the ymage manly kepe and gye 
F:om all aſſautes offozayne vpolence, 
Whiche halbe named nobleſt of chiualry; : 
Their true office juſtly to magnify, 
Duſtaine the church, a make the (cite ſtronge 
To le Þ widowes # maydes haue no wzonge. 


P2udent ſudges as it is (kyll and ryght, 
To puniche wꝛonge a ſurtets to redzelle 
In this ymage (hall occupy the lyght: 

Foz loue oꝛ hate by dome ol rightwiſenes, 
Foz frende oz fo, his iudgementes dzeſſe, 
So egally the lawes to ſuſteyne, 
In their wozkes that none errour be ſeyne, 


Amidde this ymage there is a body ſet, 

In aggregate of people and degtees, 

By perfite peace and vnity pknet, 

By the eſtates that gouerne commonties: 
As mayzes,pzouoſtes,and burgeis in cities, 
Marchauntes alſo whiche ſeke (undzy lades 
With other craftes which liue by their haͤdes. 


And as a body whiche ſtant in health, 
Feleth no grefe of no froward humours, 

So euery comonte continueth in great welth 
Whiche is demeaned w pzudent gouernours 
That can appele debates and erfours, 

The people kepe from all controuerſy, | 
Caulyng the welfare to encreale & multiply, 


This body muſt haue a ſoule of lyfe, 
Toquicke the mebꝛes with goſtlye mocions: 
Whiche halbe made of folke . 
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The church comitted to their poſſeſſions, 
Which by their holy conuerſacions, 

And good example Gould as ſterres chpne, 
By grace and vertue the people tenlumpne. 


Upon the lyght of their condictons, 

Ol this body dependeth the welfare: 

Foꝛ in their teaching and pꝛedicacions 
They Gould trouth to hygh & low declare, 
Ind in their office foz no dꝛede ne ſpare 
Uices coꝛrecte lyke as they are holde, 
Syth they ben heerdes of Chailtes folde, 


Folowyng bpon,ofentent full clene 
Labourers ag ye haue herde deupſed, 

Shal this body beare vp and ſuſtene, 

Is fete a legges whych may not be dilpiled: 
Foz true labour is iuſtly auctoziſed, 

And ne were the plough vpholde by trauaile. 
Ot kings,# painces, fare wel all gouernaple. 


Thus fyꝛſt, if pꝛinces gouerned be by ryght, 
Ind knights ſuffre þ people to haue no wzog, 
And trouth in iudges ew out his lighte, 
And foꝛth in cities loue he dꝛawe along, 
Ind holy church in vertue be made ſtronge, 
And in his labour þ plough ne fayle nought, 
Than by pꝛopoꝛciõ this ymage is wzought, 


(This matter hole fo2 to exemplpfp, 
kyng Roboam foz a falſe oppꝛeſſion, 
And toz his wilful frowarde tiranny, 
Loſt agreat party ofhys region: 

Wher foze let pꝛinces conſidze of reaſon, 
God ſet the people foz loꝛdes auantage, 
Ind not to be oppzeſſed wyth leruage. 


Upon ſome pzinces Bochas doth complaine, 
Duch as hauea cuſtome and manere 

Igayne their ſubiettes vngoodly to diſdaine, 
Ind ok pꝛide to chewe them fro warde chere, 
Counlapleth them to remembze and lere, 

As this chapitre doth finally deuile, 

Fyꝛſt out of labour al lozC@yp dyd aryſe, 


The. iii. Chapiter, 


Howe Mucius Dceuola ſloughe an 
innocent in ſtede of kynge Poz⸗ 
cenna, that layde ſiege 
to Rome. 


M, Han kynge Pozcenna borth hys chi- 
W uairye 


Agayne Romains a werre fy2\t began, 
The towne beſtegpnge on eche party | 
With great puyſſaunce bzought out of Tuſ- 
In the citie there was a knightly ini, (kan, 
WuciusDceuola, which calt in their diltres, 
To bzeke þ lege thozough his high pzowes, 


Let arme hym ſelfe clens in plate # maple, 
Foz comune p2ofite to auaunce his coztage, 
Kynge Pozcenna pꝛoudlp to aſſaile: 

A tyme pꝛoupded to his auauntage, 
Though the ſiege to make hys paſſage, 
And finally at his in comynge, 
Jeopartehis perſon foz to flee the kynge. 


But lyke as telleth bs Tytus Liuius, 
LOher Pozcenna ſatte in his royal ſee , 
This lenatoure, this manly Mucius 
Sawe a pzinceof great auctozitee, 

The kyng reſemblynge.,clad in one liueree? 
Atwene decernyng no maner variaunce, 
Slough that pꝛince of very ignozaunce. 


But whan he knewe that he dyd faile 
To ſlee Pꝛocenna enemy to the toun, 
And (awe he had loſt al hys trauaple, 
He made a pitouſe lamentacion, 
Bytaule he dyd execucion 

Ol ignoꝛaunce agayne his owne entent, 
To lpare a tirant, and ſlee an innocent. 


Foz which he was with him ſelfe full wozth, 
That he was founde ſo negligent in dede; 
And with his hand vnto a fyze he goth, 
Made it bzenne bzyght as any glede, 

Both nerfe & bone and his lleſhe to chede, 
His hand tõſuming on pietes, here & yondze, 
And from his arme made it parte a ſondze. 


And as the ſtoꝛpe declareth vnto bs, 

This manly man this noble ſenatour, 
Afoze tyme was called Wuciug, 

Which coz # comon pzofite did great labour: 
And foz the vncouth haſty fell rigour, 
Done to hym ſelfe, the Romaines al 
Sceuola they dyd hym after call, | 


As moch to ſay by langage of that laude, 
LOho take a ryght the expolicion, 
As a man which is without an hande: 
tee eee , 

l his o e bozne in the toun, 
— — 21 to encreſe his fame, 


2 
Of S ceuola bare alter hym W ot 


The ſeconde boke 


By this example andmany other mo, 
Ik men liſt her coꝛrages to awake, 
They Houlde le what perill # what wo 
Foꝛ comon pꝛokit men haue vndertake: 
And whylom Bzntus foz Lucrecis lake 
Tarquin chaced foz his tranſgreſſion, 
Jnd kynges all out of Kome toun, 


Touching Lucrece example of witely trouth, 
How yong Tarquin her kalſly did oppzeſle, 
And after Þ whych was to great a routh, 
Howeche her (cife (lough foz heupneſſe, 

It nedeth not reherle the pzocelle: 

Sith p Chaucer chefe poete of Bzetaine, 
Wꝛote of het iyfe a legende loueraine. 


Reherſynge there amonge other thynges 
Ecye ctreumſtaunce and eche occaſion, 
YOhy Romains eriled fyzſt their kynges, 
Keuer to reigne atter in their toun. 

As oldecronicles make mencion: 
Remebzing alſo the vnkinde great outrage; 
By Eneas done to Dido of Cartage. 


Eke other ſtozies whichehe wꝛote in his lyue 
Ful notably w euery cyꝛcũſtaunce: 

Ind their fates pitiouſly dyd diſcriue, 

Lyke as they fyll, put them in remembꝛaũte. 
Wherfoꝛe if I chulde my penne auance, 
After his making to put them in memoꝛp, 
Men would deme it pzeliipcton & veine glozy, 


Foꝛ as a ſterre in pꝛelence of the ſunne, 
Leſyth his frechnes & hys clere lyght: 

So my rudeneſſe vader lüpes dunne, 
Dareth ful lowe and hath loſt his ſight , 

To be compared agayne þ beames bzyght 
Of this poete, wherefoze it were but vapne, 


Chinge lapd by hym to wzyte it new againe, 
Che. v. Chapiter. 


CHowe Lucrece oppꝛeſſed by Tar⸗ 
quin ſlough her ſelfe. 


UT at Lucrece ipnte J wyll a 


|whyple, 

it were pytie her ſtozpe foz to hide, 
LSE "hay the penne of my rude 

ple, | 
But fo2 het lake al matters ſet a ſide: 
Illo my lozde bad J Gould abyde, 
By good auice at layſer totranſlate, 
(Thedolekul pzocelle of her pitoule fate. 


Folowynge the traces of Collucius, 
Which wzote ok her a declamacion, 
olt lametable,moſt doleful, æ moſt pitoug, 
er he dilcriueth the dolozoule treaſon, 
Ok her conſtrained falſe oppzeſfion: 
Dꝛought + compaſſed by vnware byolence, 
The lyght vntroubled of her clere conlcience. 


Her father whilom called Spuriug 
Der woꝛthy huſbande named Collatyn, 
Which by the luxur ie a treaſon odious 


Ind vicioule outrage ofDextus pꝛoude Car- 


Oppꝛeſſed was # bzought to her fyne, (quin, 
Whoſe deedly ſoꝛowe in engliche foz to mate, 
Ok pitouſe ruth my penne J fele quake. 


This ſaid Tarquin this pael auiſed knyght, 
This ll aũdꝛed man moſt hateful foz his dede, 
Came lyke a thefe alas vpon anyght, 

With naked\wozde whan no man tokehede, 
Upon Lucrece che quakpng in her d2ede, 
Lyeng a bed ferre from her folkes al, 

And knewe no refuge,toz helpe foz to call. 


He manaſyng in his froward entent, 

On her beholdyng with a furiouſe chere, 
That with his ſwoꝛde but He would aſſente, 
Her and a boy he would pꝛeint pfere. 

Such one as was molt valy of manere 
Moſt vnlykely of perſone and of fame, 
Thus he her thꝛat koz to ſlaunder her name, 


But his entent whan the dyd fele, 

And ſawe no meane of her woful chaunce, 
The moꝛowe after che liſt nothynge concele, 
Told her huſbande holy the gouernaunce, 
Yym requirynge foz to do vengeaunce 

Upon this cryme, ſapde lyke a true wyle, 
She would her hert perce wyth knyfe, 


In this matter this was her fantaſy, 

Better was to dye than to lyue in ame? 

Ind laſſe yl to put in jeopardy 

wer moꝛtal body, than her good fame. 
han honoz dieth fare wel a mines name. 

Better it were out of thys life diſceiuer, 

Than ſlandzous fame to ſley a man foz euer. 


But to that purpoſe her hnſband ſayd nay, 
Der father alſo was theretocontrary : 
Makynge a pꝛomiſe without moze delay, 
Todo vengeauntehowe they wyl not tarp» 
To her declaring with reaſons debonary, 
Under theſe wozdes trouth a right fern, 


of John Bothas 


Co llee her ſelfe he hath nothynge deſerued, 


Foꝛ ſodainly and alſo vnauiſed 

As a foole is trapped in the ſnare, _ 

By vnware fraude vpon the pzactiſed; 
Thou were dilcetued plainly to declare: 
Hauyng thys conceyte,harde is to repapꝛe 
The name of the which falſly be diffamed, 
Whan wog repozt Þ renome hath hamed; 


Touchyng thy perſon J dare affirme x ſepn, 


That it were a maner unpoſſible, 

And lyke a thynge which neuer yet was (een, 
That thy woz(yp was found cozruptyble, 
But ſtedfaſt aye and indiupyſible, 

Unparted, vertuous, and made ſtrong, 
Aud nowe deltrous to auenge thy wzonge. 


On thy intury we (hal auenged be, 
Conlidꝛed firſt the deedly heuines, 

Which thou ſuffredeft by great aduerſite, 
Whan ß auoutrour thy beauty dyd oppzes: 
Ind reioplyng by a falſe gladnes, 

Maugre thy wyll as a thefe by nyght, 

The encombzed of very fozce & myght, 


But if thou woldeſt leue all thy mourning, 
And reſtraine thy wmpoztable wo, 

Soone (huldeſt Y ſe an egall punyſhyng 
Upon thy moſt frowarde moztal foe: 

To warne all other they Chal nomoze do ſo, 
In chaſtiſynge of falle auoutry, 


The and thy renome of ryght tomagnify, 


What was diffaſyng to thy trewe entent, 
Though his youth vnbzidled went at large⸗ 
So loꝛ to afozcea lely innocent, 

Whole wyckednes oughte to bere the charge. 
Aud we of ryght thy conſcience dyſcharge 
The iope vnletull ol his falſe pleſaunce, 

With double palme thine honoz doth auance. 


Conceiue and le, O thou myne Lucrece, 
How that reaſon and good diſcrecion, 
Shoulde thy trouble & thy mournynge cece 
Ok ryght, reſtrapne thy opinion, 

So recheleſly to do punicion 

With knife in hande, to ſlee thy lelke, alag 
Foz others gylt and dyddeſt no treſpas, 


Let be Lucrete, let be all thy dole, 

Ceaſe thy complaynt @ thy wo reſtrayne, 
Should J fro the lyue alone al ſole, 

Ind thy deth perpetually complayuee 


To put thy father in impoꝛtable payne: 


Ok our welfare be not ſo recheleſſe. 
To dye and leaue cur childze motherleſle; 


Of pzudence eke thou dughteſt fox to ſe 
And aduertyſe onely of reaſon, _ . 
Though of koꝛte thy body coꝛtupt be, 
Thy (oule in warde and thyne entencion 
Fraunchyſed ben from al cozrupcion: 
O flence is none, conſider in thyneentent; 
But wyll x hert peue therto ful conle nt. 


Thou were naked in thy bed, lyenge 

Alone, vnware,ſlepynge # voide ot myght, 
DSulpecioulleſſe al of his comynge, 

That tyme namely becauſe Þ it was nyght: 
A fearefull woman, a he a manly knyght, 
Al be it ſo vnknightly was his dede, (head. 
LOpyth naked ſwerde to aſlaple thy womans 


He myght thy body by fozce wel oppꝛeſſe, 

By llerghty wares that he had (ought: 

But wele wote J fozal yis ſturdineſle, 
He myght never haue maſtry of thy thought; 
(The body pelded the hert yelded him noughyt, 
Pe were twaine, p feble a he ryght ſtronge, 
Thy trouth affozced, he werker of the wzong. 


Where mighteſt Þ haue greater pzice 02 laude 
Allryght conſidzed, trouth  cquite: 

Fyꝛſt coliterpeyſed his fozce x {lcighty fraud, 
(Than to parſeuer in feminite, 

With thought enhaunced a infragilitie 

Of womanheade, to haue an hert (table, 
What thige in the mygyt be moze comedablet 


It is wel knowe Þ were of herte aye one, 
To all falſe luſtes contrary in gouernaunce: 
Moze lyke an ymage kerued out of tone, 
Than lyke a woman ſteſhely of pleſaunce 
The tirant foũde thee in chere countenaũce. 
Wyych euer after by womanlp victoꝛp, 
Shalbe alcriued to thine encreaſe of glozy, 


(Thy father Bzutushath the well excuſed, 
My elfe allo, thy blood and thy kpnrede ; 
On this matter let no moꝛe be muſed, 
To ſley thy ſelfe oꝛ do thy ſides blede. 
ertes Lucrece thou haſt ful litell nede, 
Jt were great wzonge by all our judgement; 
o ſpare a tirant and ſlee an innocent, 


(Thy lyfe to murdꝛe to ſome it woulde ſeme 
Thou were gylty, where as thou art * F 
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Diners wittes diuerſly wpl deme, 
Repo2t thyng thou none dyddeſt mene. 
Foz which thou ſhalt paciently luſtene, 
Tyll thy chaſte wykely innocence 
Map ſe hym puniſhed fo2 his violence, 


Folke wyl not deme aperſon innocent, 
Which wiltully whan he is not culpable, 
peldeth him ſelfe to deth by tudgement, 

And neuer was afozeofno gee partable: 
His own doome vpon him leite vengeable, 
Cauleth people.tho their repozte be noughte, 
Todeme a thinge Þ neuer was ywoꝛought. 


To be auenged vpon thine owne life 
Jn excuſynge of thy deediy fame, 
To ewe thou art a true wedded wyfe, 
wenyng by deth to get the a name, 

n this deuile thou art greatly to blame: 

er Þ yet knoweſt thy honoz clerely hyne, 
To peue the people matter to deupne. 


Jad with that woꝛde Lucrecedyd abzayde, 
Full deedly both of loke and chere, 

To them againe eupn thus the (ayde: 

Let be hulbande. let be my father dere, 
Speke no moꝛe to me of this matere, 

Left men dempt in hindzyng of my name, 
I dꝛed death moze than falſe dyffame, 


Pour counſaple is J Gal my lyfe conſerue, 
To ſoꝛowe and ſclaunder, but no gladnes: 
But leſſe yl it is at anhoure to ſterue, 
Than euer languich in ſoꝛowe a heuines., 
Deth maketh an ende of al woꝛldly diſtreg, 
And it was (ayde ſyth ful yoze ago, 

Better is to die than euer to liue in wo. 


Whan that woꝛchip in any creature 

Is flaine and deed by ſlaũdzous repozt, 
Better is ofdeath the dzedful payne endure, 
(Than by faiſe noyſe aye to liue in diſcofo2t; 
Where newe a newe diffame hath his reſozt, 
Neuer dyeth but quickeneth by þ outrage, 
Of hateful tonges a venimous langage. 


Do pour deuer to halowe # make ſtable, 

The chaſt chambzes of wyfe ly gouetnaunce: 
Fo: in this cale if ye be variable, 

On faiſe auoutry fox todo vengeaunce, 
There al folow euerlaſtynge remembꝛaũte 
Bom true ſpouſaile as ye haue herde deuiled 
In pour citie is bzoke & not chaCtifed, 


The ſecond boke 


Sithleuer J haue with ſome edge tole 


If pe be foundein ſuch a aſe nice 

To punich auoutry of right as pour charge: 
Thzough your llouth as ye were of aſſent. 
Luxutie vubzidled Gall ren abzode at large. 
yo al than your conſcience Diſcharge, 
Oz what woman ſtande in lickernes, 

Of Lucrece affozced the clennes: 


O dere huſbande what toy chulde it be 

To thine eſtate in any maner place, 

Lypke as thy wyke to cheriche ine 

Oz in thine armes me goodly to enbꝛace: 
(The gilt hozrible confided a treſpace, 

By Tarquyn don alas, and welaway, 
Phich i my per(6 may neuer be waſt away, 


And father mine how Guldeft thou me cal 
After this day thyne owne doughter dere, 
Which alas refuſe of women al 

That to thy pleſaunce was whilom moſt en⸗ 
Within thy houſe whan J didlere, (tere, 


By clere example of manifolde doctrine, 


Al that pertained to vertuous diſcipline, 


Which J haue loſt now in my dayes olde, 
Diſpaired it torecure agayne. 

Myne owne childze J dare not th*beholde, 
Bycaule the wombe in that they haue lapne, 
Dilfouled is, and pollute in certaine: 

Which was tofoze in chaſtitie conſerued, 
Chaſtiſe the auoutrer as he hath delerued, 


And foꝛ my part, to ſpeke in wozdes fewe, 
Lenger to liue J haue no fantaſie, 

Foz where chould J out my face chewe, 

Oz dare appere in any company, 

Sith a derke (pot of falſe auoutry, 

Shal euermoze whether it be falle oz true, 
In tompne hindzing þ ſclaundze to renews 


Luſt affozced hath a falſe appetite 

Ok krelte, included in nature: | 
Maugre the wyll there foloweth a delite 
As ſome folkes (ay,in enery creature, 
Good fame loſt ful hard is to recure, 
And ith J may my harmes not redꝛeſſe, 
To you in open my gilt J wil conkeſle. 


Al be I wag againe my wil oppꝛeſſed, 
{There was a maner conſtrained luſt in dede, 
Which foz no power might not be redzeſſed, 
Foz febleneſſe J ſtand in ſo great dzede, 

Foz which-0ffence deth chalbe my mede: 


To 


Toſlee my ſelfe,than lyue in ſlaſider & dole. 


O father myne ſpare and haue pitie, 
Jnddere huſbande rue on mpne offence, 
Goddes a goddeſſes called of chaſtitie, 

To mp treſpace graunt an indulgence; 

Fo: of my gylt to make a recompence, 
Where that Uenus gate in me a vaiitage, 
Deth al redzeſſe # chaſtiſe myne outrage, 


F02 if I Gould make a delay 

To perle my bꝛeſt  arpnes of a knyfe, 
Men would deme and (ay fro day to day, 
Co make my ſclaũder moze open # mozerife, 
Howe that J was moze tendze of my like, 
Thi of my woꝛchip, which is to gret a ame, 
Toloue mp like moze than my good name, 


In this matter no witnes is ſo good, 

To put awape all falſe ſuſpection, 

Is with a knife to ed my hert bloud, 

J myght not make a better purgacion, 
To al folke that haue dilcrecion, 

Than finally by my deth to excuſe, 

The gylt hozible of whych men me accuſe, 


Go fozth my loule pure and immoztal, 
Chefe wytnes of mpne tnnocence, 

Tofoze tho judges which ben inferaal 
Fyz4 Mpnos kyng to deme my conſcience, 
With Radamanthus to peue a ſentence 
Lyke my deſertes that it might be (ene, 

Jn wyfely trouth how that J was clene, 


Thou erthly body which thzough thy fairnes 
Were to auoutry ful great occaſion, 

Of thy bloud Gede out the rednes, 

And by thy lides let it raile doun: 

Dtere and exite the people of this toun, 

To do their deuer within a litle whyle, 

Foz lone of Tarqupn al kynges to exile. 


Ind fyzft I pꝛap my huſbande moſtentere, 
Of this vengeaunce to make no delay: 
Dith heipe and ſocour of my father dere, 
To punyche þ auoutrer in al haſte ve may. 
Let him take his wages and his pay 
Lykeas pe ſe, plainly nowe concepue, 
fox his offence the death J do recciue, 


And ſodaynly oz they myght aduerte 

Dhe toke a knyfe,and with great violence 
Thzough the bꝛeſt eupn to the hert © 

Dhe made it giyde, there was no reliſtence: 


of John Bochas. 


So to accomp 


Leaf.riv, 


Ful pale & deed fyl down in their pzeſence, 
And by occaſion of this piteous dede, 
(Tarquyn exyled and holy his kynrede. 


Foz which cauſe by retoꝛde of wzitpng, 
Was there neuer in Rome the cite 
After that day no man er owned kyng. 
As in tronicles pe may beholde and ſe: 
Thus foz luxurie, and their crueite, 

Their tirannp, and falſe extozcion, 
Cher were exiled out of Nome tout, 


The. vi. Chapter, 


owe Rome was after gouern „ 
C? and W vy her tber * 
ne. ä 


FN, Ouerned after by other officers 
As is remembzed in Titus Lining, 
Wall Gow Decemutri of divers croni⸗ 
clerg: 

Amonge whyche there was one Appius 

A Judge vntrue, pꝛoud, a luturious, 

Which thzough ß citie the ſtoty bereth witnes, 
Behated was fox his great falſenes. 


And ones it kyll as he caſt his loke 

Upon a maide moſt inly fayze of ſight, 

A falſe deſite within his hert he toke 

Her to dyſule, agayne al (kyl and ryght: 
And che was doughter to a wozthy knyght, 
Ful manly founde in his dedes al, 

And Uyzginius þ Romains did him tal. 


Whoſe goodly donghter þ ſtozy doth vs lere, 
Was after hym foz his noble fame, 

Virginia called moſt goodly and entere, 
And foz this cauſe the bare the (ame name, 
But Appius togreatly was to blame, 
Which hath conſpired thzough his great fal(- 
Ils he might, her beauty to oppzeſſe, ces 


Chis Juge vntrue both in thought + dede, 
Ok law vnrightkul, ſought out occaſion, 
Made a ſergiaunt ok his to peocede 
Agayne this mapde to take au ateion, 
Claimed her his leruant by falle colluſion? 
Ind this done was by Ap} fentent, 
That he on her might yeuea kudgement, 
Ind by this meane in his falſe delite, | 
Thought he m = her beautie beſt diſuſe, 

e his llechly appetite, She 


The ſeconde bone 


She beyng feble the accion to refuſe: 
Wherupon her father gan to mule, 
Fully conceined of Appius the mauer, 
In her defence wzought as ye hal here, 


han Appius had yenen his iudgement 
Againe thts mayde which afoze him ſtode, 
Her manly father moſt knightyofentent 
Tone her apart as he thought it good, 

And wyth a knyfe Ged her hert bioud: 
Dempt it better to ſlee her in clennes, 
Than the tirant her beauty chould oppꝛeſſe. 


Thus hole conſerued was her virginite, 
And vadefouled was her mapdenhede: 
Fo: Uyzgpuins tokepe her honeſte. 
Spared nothyng to make her ſides blede, 
But Appius foz this hozrible dede, 


And Deremutri thzough his vnhappye chaũce 


Had in that citye neuer after gouernaũtce. 


Is the ſtoꝛy alſo maketh mencion, 
Ippius ahamed of this dede, 

Slough him leite ketred in p2iſon, 

Of a kalſe iuge lo here the final mede. 
And tho Tribuni in Rome gan luctede, 


Twene right and w2onge truely to diſcerne, 


And romapne lawes iuſtly to gouerne. 


Men map here le as ina myꝛour clere, 
Eſtates chaunged foz their great offences: 
And by ſome pooze perſon ſingulere 


P2inces put doun from their magnificences, 


yt pot colid2ed in their great excellices, 
How godoꝛdeineth his perde in (6dzy wile, 


The pooze ſũwhile the pompous to chaſtiſe. 


Here on to chewe example anone ryght, 

Marked in ſtozy foʒ a notable 2 

Panos of Grece a manly knight, 

. Of Matedony ſlough Philip theKyng; 
At a table where he was ſitti | 

Atwene Alexandze and Olimptades, 


His wong toguengeampddes al the pee. 


Eke Salmatg2 a kuyght of low degree 
Foz waongesponein eſpecial 

Of many foꝛte grounded on equite - 
Slough ee 
hien bzothes was vnto duke Hauiball, 
Belpde a rtner as they met in batapyle, 
Called Metaure which renneth in Jtaile,/ 


Whereoze pe hes r: irn longe endure 


Be right wel ware be ye neuer ſo teonge, .. 
In pour lozd(yppes not to much ame, 

Oz of ſurquedy the pozaple to do w2onge, ... 
In pour diſcrecton concepuing euer amdage, 
Greateſt dꝛede is that may your Nate ata 
Whan ſubiection doth the people fapte, - 


CEcentoye, -..... 
(Ol is tragedy declareth in partye 

at myſchefe foloweth ofextogcion, 
Eke of ſpouſbꝛech and ofauoutry, 
By Tarquyn done thzough falle extozcion, 
Unto Lucrece wythin Rome toun: 
Kynges exyled foz ſuch milgouernaple, 
And talſe outrages done to the poꝛaple. 


Eke Appius of wylful tiranny 

Igapne Uirginta toke an accion, 
Thzough a falſe luſt of frowarde lechery, 
Blent and terderked his memozy a reaſon; 
Which was chefe cauſe and occaſion 

Why the eſtate of diz hom dyd fayle, 
Thzough falſe outrage Done to the pozaple; 


Kyng Philyploſt ſceptre andregally, 

Df Macedone the famous regyon: 
Unwarely ſlayne ampd his chiualry, 
Sittyng at the table Win his chefe dongeon. 
Ind greateſt cauſe of his fallyng doun, 
Das whan foztune his pꝛide dyd aſlaile, 
Foz falſe outrages done to the pozayle. 


Duke Haſdzubal whome bokes magnify 
Up to the heuyn foz hys hygh renoun, 
Whoſe triumphes raught vp to the (ky, 
And had al Cartage in his ſubiection: 
Pet was he ſlapne bnwarely by treaſon, 
By a ſeruant, lo what it doth auaple 
{Treaſon purpoſed afoze in the pozayle, 


Noble p2inces pour reaſon do applye 
Whych ouer the people haue dominacion, 
So pꝛudentip to gouerne them andgye, 
That lone and dꝛede by true affectyon, 
Pꝛeſerue their hartes from falſe rebettions 
Syth to vou nothynge may moze pzeuaple, 
Chan true ſubiection expert in pozayle. 


how Jeroboham kyng of Iltael fo 


Adolattp a diſobedience cam: 
do ampfcheuous ende. 


if) 


of John Wothas 


— Extetheſe fozpes in ochagas J 
+] 
There dyd appere buto his pꝛelece, 
onges tyre, bym paping to have 
myn 


Upon their fal by bnware violence, 
From theyz eſtates of royal excellence, 
And tofoze al I fynde that there came, 
Ofal J(racl kyng Jeroboam, 


Unto myne aucthour he gan to declare, 
His deedly complaynt with a pale face: 
His great miſcheues and his yuel fare, 
And howehe fyl — — — A _ 
Thzough bnyappes env2ace, 
And as this tozy plainly hath deuyſed, 
Foz his offences howe he was chaltiled, 


An Fdolater he wag as it is tolde, 

Reyled vp auters of very fozce d myght, 
Set therupon two calfes of pure golde, 
Dyd them woz(hyp agayne al ſkyl # ryght: 
Gaue euel example in the peoples (yght, 
Whan he dyd wyth fumes and enſence, 

To falleydols vndue reuerence, 


Fro the templehe made the people gone, 
Pꝛieſtes oꝛdained after his owne giſe, 
Fozſokethe trybe of Leup and Aaron, 

Ind vpon Bethel his offryng gan deuple: 
And whyle he dyd vnleful ſacrifice, 

God that well knewe of hym the falſe entent, 
From Jeruſalem a pzophet tohym lent, 


Whych him rebuked ofhis miſgouernaũce, 
And gan the parels to hym ſpecitye: 

Told him afoze foz to do bengeaunce, 

Of Dauid kyng there chould come one Joſye, 
Which ould his pzteſtes that falſly coud Iye, 


Manly diſtroy x lee them al at ones, 


And into alſches bzen them fteſhe a bones, 


Ind in token ol their diſtruction,. 

The pꝛophet tolde among them al, 

How his auters oulde bowe doun, 

Ind his ydols from their age fal. 

om that foles their goddes falſiy cal 
ich haue no power to helpe in no maner, 
Foz they may neyther le,fele,noz here. 


Ifter thys pzophet Jadan had tolde 

Theſe layde lignes playnly to the kyng, 
His auter fyl on peces many folde : 
Ind ouerturned backewarde his offring: 


Foꝛ whych the kyng furiouſly loking, 
Put fozth his hand the ſtozy maketh mynde 
Bad his men the pꝛophet take and bynde. 


And as he his arme raught out on length 
Dad no power it to wythdzawe ageyne, 
Wert vuweldy, contract, à loſt his ſtrength; 
And whan the kyng theſe tokens hath lepne; 
And how ß pꝛophet ſpake no woꝛd in veyne 
Greatly aſtopned coude ſap no moze, 

But pzated Jadan his arme to reſtoꝛe. 


Ind by his pꝛapet and mediacion 

Ok his arme, akter this vengeaunce, 
There was anone made reſtitucion, 
Jud of his payne feleth alepaunte. 

Foz which the kyng w ful great inſtaũt 
Required hym to de lo graciouſe, | 
That day to abyde and dyne in his houſe, 


But the pꝛophet would not aſſent 

Nouther wyth hym to cate noz to d2ynke? 
Tokehis aſſe and fozth anone he went, 

On whole departyng 5 kyng gan ſoze thynke 
And fanfaſies gan in his hert ſynke, 
r- whan he toke hede, (dede, 
Ok all thele tokens howe they were true in 


God bad Jadan in this great empꝛiſe 

To Jeroboham fyz\te whan he was ſent, 
Eate noz dzinke in no maner wle, 
In that citie, whyle he was pꝛeſent: 

But a nother pꝛophet of entent 

Ful olde and ſlygh on that other ſyde, 
Compelled hath this Jadan to abyde, 


Hym afozſyng by falſe colluſion 

Co reſozte agayne vnto the citpe: 

And to make no contradiction 

With hym to dyne of fraternitye, 
Tohym affx2zmynge it may none other be, 
Foz godſent him as to his frende # bzother, 
To abyde with him a plainly with none other. 


Ol krendlyhede and true affection 
Within his houle to he we his pꝛeſente, 
Fo: arepaſt andrefection | 
(This is goddes wyl and fully his ſentence, 
To whole woꝛdes þ pꝛophet paue credence, 
And as they ſate at dyner both in fere, 
God vnto Jadan lapd in thys maner, 


Fo) the bꝛekyng ol my comaundement, 
«Thy great offence 4 thy tranlgreſſion, 
J.. That 


The ſecond boke 


That thou halt be ſo dylfull negligent, 
Thou halt endure this punicion: 

Beal to tone and rent of a lpon, 

And in thy countrey thou alt not recurc, 


With pzophetes to haue thy lepultute. 


Of which thing this Jadan nothynge fayne, 
Gan to departe with ful heuy thought: 

Ok a lion ampd ofthe way (layne, 

But his aſſe harmed was tight nought. 

A full great maruaile if it be wel ſought, 
(The lyon lyttyng as in their diffence, 

And kept them both from al violence. 


Al thele tokens myght not conuert 
Jeroboam fro his iniquitie, 

Goddes warnyng hym lyſt not to aduerte, 
Not by hys p2ophete cozrected foz to be. 
Wheretoze god would that he ould ſe 
Uengeaunce folowe as it dyd in dede, 
Both vpon hym and his kpured. 


A ſonne he had which fyl in great ſickenes, 
Called A bia the boke doth ſpecify, 

Foz whych the king bad the quene her dꝛelle, 
To go dilgiſed without companp, 

Unto a pꝛophet which called was Achy. 
Hym to require truely foz toſep 

Whether the chyld Gould lyue oz dey, 


Ind in his inward ſyght cotemplatite, 

God ſhewed hym bp clere inſpection, 

Of Jeroboam how Ge was the wyke, 

Foz al her (leyghty tranſfozmacion: 

Foz nouther fallas noꝛ falle decepcion 

May be of god but it be parceyued, 

Fo he ne his pzophets map not be decepued. 


She tame to him in ſtraunge wede, 
At the entryng he called her by her name: 
Come foꝛth ( quod he) foꝛ it is no nede 


To hide thy lelfe as it were foz ame, 

Foz the trouth truely to attame, 
God hath yeuen me fully knowledging, 
What thou halt anſwere a lay to the kyng. 


Say plainly to him, c marke in thy thought, 

In thy repapze theſe woꝛdes reherſpng: ( ght 
Spth god hath made thee a rayſed vp of nou- 

From a ſeruant to reigne as akynge, 

Fro Dauids kyn molt wozthp reigning, 

Parted the kyngdome a peuen it vnto the, 

Ind thou vnkynde therotcanſt nothyng ſe, 


His great goodneſſe is out of rembzaurce, 
Fully fozgeten of thy frowarde pzide, 

In falſe goddes put thyne afftaunce 

God aboue failly ſet aſyde, 

Wheretoze from the anon he hall denyDe, 
The kyngdome hole wythout moze delay, 
And fro thy lyne the crowne take away, 


Ind foz thou haſt to thy confuſion 

Thy fayth vnfaithful to falſe goddes take, 
W:onglp refuſed thy teligion 

Of god aboue,and playnly hrm fozſake, 
This is the ende whych ß thou Galt make: 
Thee and thy kyn no man may ſocour, 
Fleche, ſbyn, à bone,houndes Gal deuour, 


And at thy entrynge home fo the cite, 

Thy ſonne a his thou alt fynde him deed: 
Ok al hys kin though there were none but he 
Founde very good, take therof good hede. 
Of whych anlwere ß quene fil in great dꝛede 
Entryng the citie in eſpecial, 

Her childe was dede 6 lay colde by the wal. 


Ok thys warning the king toke none hede, 
But made him redy w ful great aparaple, 
Foꝛty thouſande wyth him he dyd lede, 

Ok manly men armed in plate and malle, 
With king Abias fo to haue a bataple. 

The whiche bias that was of Juda kinge, 
Unto his people laid at their metynge: 


O noble knightes haue one thing in memoꝛp. 
No man venquiſheth platly to coclude 

With great people, noz getteth victozy 

With nombzes heaped no2 greate multitudes 
Falſe ydolaters god wyl them delude. 

Not ſuffrehis ſeruaunts that ben true x (ad, 
Ok milcreauntes to be ouerlad, 


Triumphe is none found of newe 02 olde, 

In theſe Jdols of ſtone noz ſituer ene, 

No in Calues ofmettall made, oz golde, 
Peue to that partie which vntruly meane. 
Ind lithe þ god knoweth our quarelcleae, 
Ther is no hope, fozce none no: inyght, 
With them 5 grotide their cauſe againſt right 


Hope of bictozy ſtandeth bp6 right wiſnes, 
Ok them ß caſt their lin ful life to amende; 
And lyſt foxſake wong and al falſnes, 
And with hole hert vnto the lozde entende, 


- Which al this day his grace to you ſende, 


Our truecaule truely to termpne. * 


of John Bochas. 


Ind thus Ibias gan his tale fyne. 


Vis pꝛecſtes gan their triipes fo2 to blowe, 
Ind kyng A bias thꝛough his high tenoun, 
Gaue to his people both to high and low 
Ful manly comfozt and conlolacion, 

Ind fyfty thouland by computacton 

Were ſlayne Þ day which ful pzoudly came, 
Upon the party of kyng Jeroboam, 


Ind al the partye of Jeroboam, 

Andal that were of his lyne bozne, 
After thys batayle vnto milchefe came, 
Whan they were ſlapne who!'des al to tozne 
As the pꝛophet had the told betozne: 

But foꝛ the kyng toke therok no hede, 

With ſoden vengeaunce god quit his mede. 


C The. viii. Chapter. 


Howe zaras king of Ethyopc was 
ſlayne in bataple. 


Fter hym to Bochas dyd appere 
Next in o2dze plapnlp as J fynde, 
One zaras wyth a ſozoukull chere, 
And he was kyng of Ethyope and Inde: 
Whole eyen were almoſt w wepyng blynde, 
Pꝛapeng myne auctour his vnhappy chalice, 
With other woful to put in remembzaunce. 


Ind that he would recoꝛde by ſcripture 
His lodayne fall and doloꝛous diſtreſſe, 
And his diffamous hateful diſcomfiture, 
With the diſpoylynge of his great richee: 


Ind howking Alaph thzugh his high nobles, 


Ind his people as he dyd the aſſaile, 
Hath him venquiched a llapne in bataple. 


The. ix. Chapiter. 


Howe Xdab kyng of Jeruſalem 
loſt ſceptre and crowne, 


ER E than came the wookull 
* 3 
(9) Called Adab ful pytouſly wepyng, 
=1UntoBocas his coplaint reherſing: 
Yow kyng Baſa by ſubtyll falſe werkyng, 
With laughter cauſed his fallyng, 
Whan foztune gan falſely frowne, 


Ind toke vniuſtly fro him ſceptre a crobone. 
| The:x,Chapiter, 


Ltcaf. xlvit 


CHowe the vengeable pꝛynte zambꝛiag 
ſet a toute on fyze and bzente 
hym leife. 

Ext came zaͤbꝛias a pꝛinte vegeable, 
Whiche llough king e Helam by talſe 
treaſon, 

That was founde alſo ful vnſtable: 

Foz this zambꝛias of entencion, 

Yath murdzed him within the chefe dongeon; 


Ol his caſtel wyth a ful great route, 


As he vnwarely lapde a liege aboute. 


But Imatin a pꝛince of ful great might, 
Came in to Tharſea famous great citye, 
And caſt him playnly lyke a woꝛ thy knigyt, 
On this zambzias auenged foz to be, 
Hypin to diſtroy without mercy oz pitie: 

But in a toure as zambzias went, 

Set it a fyze and lo hym lelfe bzent, 


che. xi. Chapiter. 
Ok king Ichab and Jezabel his wife, | 


th lighes (0ze & wepig impoꝛtable 
N /|| Came syng Ichav vntoBochas, 
WH 


{ 1 wo! may hertelie (oz0we was incopas 
E rable, | 
And complayning ful oft ſayd alas: 
Belechyng him to waite his wokul caſe, 
Compile his falling and the fate yfere, 

Ok Athalta his owhe doughter dere. 


To god abouemoſt contratious 

Thys Achab was in al his gouernaunte, 
Ind had a wyke cruel and lecherous, 
Called Jeſabel, whiche ſet al yer pleſaunce 
On goddes pꝛophetes fox ro do vengeaunce. 
In the bible their malice men map le, 

And Jdolaters they were both he and che. 


God fot their treſpaces as it was well ſeyne, 
Ifo:e Gewed by true pꝛophecp, 

Sent thze pere neither dewe ne reyne 
Upon the erth their graine to multiplye; 

Tyl eft agapne by pzayer of Helpe, 

Holſome waters from heuin gan difcend, . 
Which gane the cauſe their life to amend, 


But his wyfe that eurſed Jeſabel, 

To eche thing hateful which was diuine, 
An hundzed pꝛopyetes che ſlough in Iſrael, 
Unto Baal foz they would not inclyne: 


And che alſo ſlough Naboth foz his byne, 


Thzough whole outrage # falle oppꝛeſſion, 
Achab was bzought to his g en. of 
. | Il, 


Of his enempes outrayed in bataile, 

With a arpe arow caught his fatal woũde, 
Tyl al his blode bp bledyng dyd faile, 

About hys chare w many dꝛoppes rounde: 
That the wozdes were ful true founde 

Ok Helias, which told him as it ſtode, 

That hungry houndes Gould lycke his blod, 


Jnacitye than called Jſrael 

Downe from a toure iopned to a wall, 

The lapd quene called Jeſabel, 

Was ouer caſt # had a deadlye fal: (of all, 
Touching thele miſcheues foz che was cauſe 
Beware ye pztnces remebzing all your lyues, 
To eſchue falſe coiſayle peut by your wines, 


6F The. xii. Chapiter, 


C Yow quene Ithalta foz her tiran- 
ny was [layne, | 
I Ext to Achab in ozdze dyd ſue, 
RN Athalia wdoleful countenaunte 
JR N — _ belechyng, as hym thought 
Ber ſodapne kal to put in remembzaunce, 
Sours æcheke rote of ſoꝛow miſchance. 
Is vſurpacio and falſe couetiſe, 
;.ybe ag her ſtoꝛy herafter al deuyſe, 


She was bp2eiſed by fauour in thze thinges, 
Foz father, bꝛoder, ⁊ alſo het hulbande 

Were in her tyme echone crowned kinges, 
With ſcepter a ſwoꝛde as pe hal bnderſtid, 
Manp empulles in their dates tobe on hande, 
Ind howe foꝛtune their highnes dyd alſaile, 
I calt choztly to make reherlayle, 


She fyl of foztune in the bnhappyeboundes , 
Fpꝛſt whan her father was w an arow dede, 
His blod vplicked w cruel higry houndes, 
About his chare rennyng downe ful rede; 
His body pale lay who that toke hede, 

Lyke acarreyne naked and diſpoyled, 

With foule black erth ampd the telde pſopled, 


Cauſe of another bnhappy heupneſſe 

And of her deedlp deſolacion, 

Was the people felly dyd them dzeſle 

Df Frabpe in their rebellion, 

Agapne her huſband,ofentencion 

To robbe his treaſour to their auauntage, 
And take his ticheſſe by outragious pillage, 


Home ol his mepny thep put in pziſon, - 


Y 


The ſeconde boke 


There was agaynſt themade no defence: 
Spared nother citie, bozough,ne toun, 
Slough man a chyld thzough ſturdp violẽᷣce: 
Herlozde enfect wyth lodaine peſtilence, 
Concepued fully by his maladp, 

There was no gane but he muſt nede dye, 


Akter his deth moſt wzetched x odible, 
His body cozrupt,his bowelles fyl doun: 
Okhis carayne the ſtench was ſo hozible 
The ayze entect about hym enupꝛzon, 
With ſo great hoꝛr our and putrifaction, 
That no man myght abyde noz endure, 
To bzyng his body vnto lepulture. 


Her third vnhap whereof che was ful fapne, 
That foztune lyſt her efte aſſaple, 

Made her vncle kyng Jozam to be ſlapne 
With an arow, as he fled in bataple: 

She ſuppolyng greatly it Gould auayle, 
Lyke a woman moſt furious # wode. 

She ot king Dauid ſlough al þ rial blode, 


Der purpoſe was to gouerne al the realme 
Alone her leite to haue dominacton, 

To reigne in Juda and Jerulalem 

This Ithalia by vſur pacion: 

And foz that cauſe in her entencion, 

With moztal ſwoꝛde che made tho fyne 
That were dilcẽded fro Dauid doun by lyne. 


Except one Joas che left not one a lpue. 
Chyld of a pere, ſonne of kyng Ocholp, 
Whom Jolaketh the tozp dothe dilctiue 
Ok very pitie caught a fantaſy 

The childe to ſaue that he al not dre, 
From the malice of Athalia 

And che was wyte to bychop Joiada. 


She a this byſchop with hole hert a entere, 
Kept this chylde in ful ſecret wyſe, 

Within the temple the (pace of leuen pere: 
Ind in the ſeuenth the ſtoꝛpe doth deuile, 
Joiada toke on him this empzile, 

Ponge Joas vpon a certayne dap, 

By luſt title to crowne him if he may, 


His meſſangers he lendeth out anone, 


Ok pꝛinces, tribunes, gan a counſaile cal, 

Of pꝛeeſtes eke and leuites euerpchone: 

And whan he had dilcured to them al 

Hole his entent, thus it is befal 

S woꝛne and aſſented as it was ſytting, 

Chat yonge Joas chalbe ron kyng. 
. iii. 


Fos 


02 by pꝛomiſe which þ is diuine 
A Joiada) if ye take hede, 
God hath beheſted to Daud + his lyne, 
Ind aſſured vnto his kynred 
Jn Jeruſalemhow they Gal ſuccede: 
And though Joas be yong a tedze of might, 
He to the crowne hath neuer the laſle ryghyte, 


Jn this matter J wpl not that pe ſlepe, 
But to chewe your truediligence, 

On four parties the temple foz to kepe, 

That no man entre by no violence: 

And in the myddes by royal excellence, 

Quod this bychop)no man (hal vs let, 
On Joas heade a crowne foz to ſet. 


And whan ech thing was bzought to poynt 
Hys hygh eſtate to encreaſe and magnity, 
The people anone whan he was auoynt, 
Uiuat rex they began to cry, | 

And whan Athalia gan this thyng eſpye, 
Foꝛ very ire and the ſodayne wonder, 

Ok melancolp her clothes cut aſonder, 


Kan to the temple,and gan make a fray, 
With her meyny and to crye aloude, 
Bad them go ſie a make no delay | 
The pong kyng, in al the haſt they toude. 
Her venym hid vnder a couerte cloude, 
Al atones her purpoſe to recure, 

By lodaine malice ſhe gan Þ day dyſcure, 


The temple was kept, entre had che none, 
People ozdayned awaptyng foz the nones; 
Ind oꝛ ſhe might any further gone, 

Clenly armed the Centuriones 


The cruel quene aſlayled al at ones. 


Ind of her malice to wzyte a Hozt tale, 
They flough her after at Cedzon in the vale, 


Lo here the ende of murdze & tiranny, 

Lo here the ende of vſurpacion, 

Lo here the ende of falſe conſpiracy, ; 
Lo here ß ende of falſe pꝛeſumcion: (doun, 
B02ne rightkull heyzes wzongly to put them 
O noble pzinces though god make you ſtrog, 


Toryghtful heyzes beware ye do no wzong, 


CLenuoye, 


Heſe tragedies to eſtates x degrees, 
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Shewed in pꝛouinces cities and eke touns: 
zinces vnwarelp loſt their poſſeſſions, 
hich foz their lynneg in diuerſe wyſe, 
Had of god warnyng,#lyſt not foz to ryſe. 


Mighty pzinces caſt downe from their ſees; 
Lolt their liues and their regions, 
Unwarely thzow from their feliciteeg: 
Jeroboam foz his oppzeſſions, 

And foz his frowarde falſe oblacions 

Done to Idols, his ſtozy doth deuyſe, 
Had of god warning, a lyſt not fog to ryſe. 


Ichab alſo had great aduerſities, 
Thꝛough falſe toũſaile and exhoztacions 
Of Jezabel rote of iniquities, 

Dyd to his people great extozcions: 

She ſlough pzophets.goddes champions, 
Both he and che moſt curſed in their gyſe, 
Had of god warnyng,# lyſt not fozto ryſe; 


Athalia with her duplicitees, 

And conſpired falſeintruſions, 

Slouh Dauids ſede to entte their dignitees, 
And poſſede their dominacions: 

But foꝛ her hateful falſe colluſiong, 
Unwarely ſlapne toz her great couetiſe, 
Had of god warnyng,#lyſt not foz to ryſe, 


P2inces remembze in your pꝛolperitees, 
And le afoze in your diſcrecions: 

Wꝛong ciyming vpok ſtates oz degrees, 
Outher by murdze oz by kalle trealong, 
Alketh a fal foʒ their final guerdons. 
Namely of them that the loꝛd diſpiſe, 
And foz his warnyng lyſt not foz to rile. 


The. xiii. Chapter. 


CHoweDydoquene of Cartage ſlough 
her (eife foz conſeruacion of 
her chaſtitie. 


=; Owe muſte J put my rude nile in 
nee 

BANNE — queene Dido makynge my pal⸗ 
age: 

er e Siche was pꝛieſt to Hercules, 
Per father Belus fal in great age, 

Ayng of Tire a che quene of Carthage: 

And it is red in bokes that ben true, 

Dow fyzſt in Tire was found purple hewe. 


chadmus founde fyzit letters foz to wzite, 
IJ. iii. Gaus 


Gaue them to Grekes,as made is mencion, 
Whole bꝛother Fenix as clerkes ekeendite, 
Founde firſt the colour of vermilion: 

And of Cartage the famous mighty toun, 
This ſayd Dido, her ſtozy doth expꝛes, 
How ſhe was quene and foundereſſe. 


But her huſband was chefe loꝛde d fy2e, 
Called S icheus full famous of renoun, 
Ok this noble citie called Tpze, 

Had great treaſour a great poſſeſſion: 

Ind fo2 enuy kyng Pigmalion 

Bꝛoder to Dido this Diche llough in dede, 
Ol kalle entent his richelle to poſlede. 


Dido this ſlaughter toke greuoully to hert, 
Soze complapning this vnhappy chaunce: 
Caſt che would if he might aſterte, 

Flye out of Tire and her lyfe auaunce, 
With al the trealour x the haboundaunce, 
Behynde left, whan her lozde was dede, 

Her chyppes entryng went awape foz dꝛede. 


She knewe and dꝛede the gredy auarice 
Of her bꝛother kyng Pigmalion, 

And how that hateful vnſtauncheable vice 
Was grounde, and rote, and chefe occaſion, 
Why Þ her loꝛd was llayne in that toun: 
Fo2 whome che cried ful oft welaway, 
Whole deth was cauſe why the ted away, 


She had alſo this opinion, 

Which cauſed molt her hertly heuineſle: 
That (ith ber bzother Pigmalion 

Had llayne her loꝛde foꝛ his great ryches , 
It che abode that he woulde hym dꝛeſſe, 
Parcel foz malice,parcel foz couetyle, 
To haue treaſour ſome treaſon to pzactiſe, 


And foz to eſchewe his malice a treaſon, 
Foz her nauy Ge maketh ozdinaunce, 
By the auile of them in whom as by reaſon, 
She Could of ryght let her affiaunce: 

And they ful redy her to do pleſaunce, 

By one aſſent foznothynge would fayle, 
With fayze Dydo out of that lande to ſayle. 


In Cypꝛes fyzſt was her arpuaile: 

And there ſhe founde by the riuer lyde, 
Ok pong maydens w ful rych apparaple, 
Sixty and ten in the lame tyde, 

Whiche in the temple of Uenus dydabyde, 


After the cuſtome as J can repozte, 
Ok Cypzens,ſtraungers to dilpozte. 


The ſecond boke 


And in their moſt faythful humble wyſe 
After the ryghtes of Cypze the countre, 
Unto Uenus eche day do lacrifice, 

Them to conſerue in their virginite; 
Duryng their lite to lyne in chaſtitye, 
Neuer to be ioyned in mariage, 

And w quene Dydo they went to Cartage. 


In their paſſage fyll a great myꝛracle 
As Seruius maketh mencion, 

Foz Dydo toke of Juno this ozacle, 
Outher by apparyng oz by aduiſion, 
Ok Cartage to bylde that myghty toun: 
And at reuerence of that great goddeſſe, 
She to the parties faſt gan her dꝛeſſe 


(The ſayd citpe ſtately foz to founde. 

And her werkemen as they the erth ſought 

An oxes head of auenture they founde, 

And to quene Dido anone the head bought, 
Meninge wherok to ſerche out they thought: 
And her clerkes in their deumaple, 

Tolde it was token of ſeruage a trauaple. 


Fox which che liſt not to buylde in that place, 
But temeued as che ought of ryght, 

And fro thence but a litel (pace, 

A ſoyle che founde ful dylectable of ſight: 
And as her werkmen wyth their full myght , 
The uns gan ſerch oz they toke hede, 
The ſtozy telleth they found an hozſe head, 


And by expownyng ofher deuinourg, 
Founde this beaſt myght greatly auaile 
Unto p2inces and mighty conquerours, 
Neceſſary in werre and batayle: 

Ind foz no wight her nobleſſe choulde aſſaile, 
Cartagelhe buylded of ſo great excellence, 
Againe al enempes to ſtand at diffence, 


Some bokes declare and ſpecify, 

Dydo dyd as much land purchace, 

As a ſkyn in rounde might occupy 

Ok an oxe, theron to buyld a place: 

Che grounde cõpaſſed toke a large ſpace, 
Whych ſtrongly buylded thus it is befal, 
After theſkyn men Byzſ\a dyd it cal. 


And whan this citie mightily was walled , 
Ifter a ſkyn w2ought by good curray, 
The name toke, Carta it was called: 
Lether ot Birſa plainly this is no nay. 
(Toke eke his name durynge many a day, 
Carta and Bir ſa knit in their langage, 4 
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Is much to (ay,as this wozd Carthage, 


And in Aﬀryke ſtant this teritozy, 
Where che builded this titye dilectable: 
Founded it in laude and memoꝛy 

Of mighty Juno, the goddeſſe honozable, 
The citye walled w towers ſtrong @ ſable, 
Time of kyng Dauid, amidde the fourth age, 
As J ſapd erſt, called it Cartage. | 


With great woꝛchyp che raygned in ß towone 
Euer of purpole to liue in chaſtitie, 

Ind rounde about flonred her renowne, 
Okher pzudence and her honeſtpe: 

Cyll the repoꝛt of her famous beautpe, 

Came to the eares, which gladly wil not hide 
Of a kyng that dwelled there beſide, 


Of Mulptans he was loꝛde and ſyze, 
As poetes playnly lyſt decryue, 
Whiche in his hart greatly gan deſire, 
The quene Dido by her aſſent to wiue, 
Unto her grace ifhe might aryue: 

But koz che had auowed chaſtitie, 

She neuer calt marted to be. 


Ihe kyng luppꝛiſed w lone in his courage. 
Foz her wildome, and her great bountee, 
Sent fox the pꝛinces of Carthage, 

On this matter to haue a treatee: 

To condilcende if it might be, 

Like his deſire in all their beſt entent, 

Do their deuopze to make her conſent, 


With his requeſt he gan them eke manace, 
Ifhe fayled of his entencion, 

Like his deſire to ſtande in her grace, 
Sapd he would be enemy to their towne: 
To oꝛdayne by fozce foz their deſtruction, 
Not fully ſober, noz fully in a rage, 

This was to them playnely his langage. 


But foz they knewe her great ſtedfaſtnes 
And her hart very immutable, 

They were aferde any woꝛd to erpzeſſe, 
Leſt their aunſwere were not acceptable, 
To his highnes, foꝛ he was not treatable, 
Cke in their conteyt they gan allo recozde, 
Co his deſyꝛe the quene would not accozde, 


| With good aduice an ant were they putuey, 
To his purpoſe in party fauourable, 

Aer de he would their noble towne werrey, 

Oꝛ of diſdayne vpon them be vengeable: 


Acat.xlir. 


But quene Dydo in her entent ape table, 
Caſt ſhe would whatloeuer they her tolde, 
Yer chaſt auowe fapthfally to holde. 


She let aſide of this cruell kyng 
His fell manaces,and his woꝛds great, 
And to her pꝛyntes foꝛ theit conſentyng, 
Which ſtode in feare off he did them tyzeate, 
She vnto them paue a maner heate: 

Foz they were bolde to attempt 02 attame, 
To treateof matter rebounding to het Game 


Nayrather dyecquod he) than aſſent 

To his deſires, whiche thing god fo2bede: 
Oz frothetenter of my chaſte entent 

Foz to remeue other in thought oz dede, _ 
Wyiche were diſclaunder to all womanhead, 
To condilcende foz any manacyng, 

To bꝛeake a vowe foz pleaſaunce of a kynge 


Touchyng manaces made to the citie 

Foz to deſtroy it with his great myght, 
Without cauſe oz title of equitie 

To ground him a quarell agayneright, 
Onelp foz he is blynded ol his lyght, 

With froward luſt my chaſte auowe to aſſaile 
Be ryght well ſare how he therof ſhall fayle, 


It ye were bolde and manly of courage, 
Fo2 comon pzofite your citye to defende, 
And to wſtande his vycious outrage, 

(To treate W him ye would not condiſcende: 
But mine entent platly to compzehend, 
Whether it be to you iove oz diſplealaunte, 
In my pꝛomiſe halbe no variaunce. 


My lozde Sicheus whiche, alas, is deade 
Unto the wozlde, who lyſt aduert, 

Truſt verely foz manacyng noz dzeade 
That he ſhall neuer dye in myne hert; 
Hoꝛhe Gall neuer myne auoweperuert, 
Thus auyſed while that J stande fre, 
Quene of Cartage to gouerne this citpe. 


Mine haſty ant were J dap pou not diſdaine 
But that pe liſt to peue me libertpe, 

With your ſuppoꝛt that I may attayne, 

Co haue a ſpate graunted vnto me: 

This is to mene, the ſpace of monethes thze, 
p loꝛdes will to actomplyche of entent, 


e whilome made in his teſtament, 
yu contents to her. — 
toke t ce, pecifp: _ 


That che might her citye of Cartage, 

The meane time ſtrongly foztify, 

Igayne her enemies, that fo: no luggardy 
Ol them that would her high eſtate contound 
Unpurueyed her city not be founde, 


Whan thze monethes paſſed were and gone, 
She after would foꝛ hartiy pleaſaunce, 
With ſundzy ryghtes many mo than one, 

To all her goddes do ſome obleruaunce: 

Fo: a ſpeciall (inguler remembꝛaunce 

Ol him that wascas ye (hall vnderſtande) 
Whilom her lozde and beſt beloued huſband, 


Ind moꝛe to exalt her glozy and his honour, 
Held his exequies by due reuerence 

Ok all Cartage in the higheſt tower, 

With bzenning fire, fumes, and incence, 
Her pꝛinces all beyng in pzeſence, 

To whyche Ge gan declare in complaynyng, 
Her deadly ſoꝛow, down fro her tower loking 


Farewel my krendes, farewell foz euer moze, 
Unto my loꝛd my huſband J mult gone, 

To him J meane þ was my lozde of yoze, 
Fo: of hulbandes god wot J haue but one: 
P2aiyng you to tepoꝛt euerichone, 

After my death Dydoof Cartage 

Jopued was but ones in maryage, 


Say to the kyng whiche vou manaced, 

My chaſte beauty that he woulde aſſaile, 
Go tell him how that J ampaſſed, 

Jud of his purpoſe how that he Gall faile. 
His manacyng (hall not him auaple, 

Aud lay how Dydo dyed foz thenones, 
Fo: he not would be wedded moze the ones. 


Leuer J haue my life now toloſe, 
Rather than ſople my toydowes chaſtitte; 
Let him go further ſome other to choſe, 

Fo: in ſuch caſe he hall not ſpede ot me. 

And with the treaſure ofmine honeſty, 
Which J haue truely obſerued all my lyue, 
J will depart out of this wozlde now blyue. 


And into fire that bzent clere and bzyght, 
She ran in haſte, there is no moze to ſapne: 
Saue with a knyfe in euery mans light, 
Full ſodapulp ſhe rofe her hart in twayne, 
Whole piteous death the city gan complayne, 
Soꝛe wepyng foz wonder and foz ruthe, 

Ja a woman to finde ſo great a truth, 


Lhe ſeconde boke 


Alter her death they did their buſines, 

To holde and halowe a feaſt funerall: 
Woꝛchipped her like a chaſte goddefle, 

Ind her commended ineſpeciall | 
Toheauenly goddes, and goddes infernall, 
Ind wydowes all in their clothes blake, 
At this tealt wept foꝛʒ het ſake» 


Touching Dydo let there be no ſtryfe, 
Though that che be acculed of Ouide: 

After Bochas J wꝛote her chalte life, 

And the contrary J haue ſet aſide, 

Foz me thought it was better to abide 

On her goodnes, than thing rehearſe in dede 
Which might relowne again her womanhede 


To Eneas though che were kauourable, 

To Jtayle makyng his paſſage, 

All that Ge did was commendable, 

Him to recepue commyng by Cartage: 

Tho ſome folke were large of their langage, 
Amille to expoune, by repoꝛt, oꝛ to expꝛeſſe, 
Thing done to hym onelp of gentlenes. 


There ch all foꝛ me be made noreyearſayle, 
But as J finde waytten in Bochas: 

Foz to ſay well may much moze auaple 
Than froward (peach in many diuers caſe, 
But all Cartage oft ſayd,alag, 

Her death coplaynyng thzoughout their citye 
Whiche flew her lel le to obſerue her chaGitye, 


CLenuoy, 


Faye Dydomoſt Cable in thy conNafice 

Quene of Cartage.mparot of hie nobles 
R aignyng in glozy a vertuous habundatice, 
Called in thy time chefe (ours of gentilnes, 
In whom was neuer founde doublcnes, 
Aye of one hart, and ſo thou diddeſt fyne, 
With light oftrouth al wydowes to enlumin 


Chaſt and vnchaunged in thy perſeucraunce, 
Ind immutable founde in goodnes, 

Whiche neuer thoughteſt vpon variaunce, 
Foꝛte a pzudence wardeius of thy fayzencg, 
J haue no langage thy vertues to expzelie: 
By new repoꝛt lo clerely they yne, | 
Withlight of trouth al widowes to enlumine. 


O lode ſtarre of all good gouernaunce, 
All vycioug luſtes by wildome to repꝛeſſe, 
(Thy grene youth ffouryng with all picaſauee 


(Thou didſt it bzydle w vertuous lobernes: 
Diane 
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Dyane demeaned ſo chaſtly thy clenneſſe, 
Whyle thou were lole playnely to termyne, 
With light of truth al wydowes to eulumpne 


Thy famous bounty to put in remembꝛaũce, 
Thou ſlewe thy lelke of innocent purenes, 
Leſt thy lurenes were hanged in balaunce, 
Ol ſuch that caſt them thi chaſtitie to oppꝛes: 
Death was inoughe to beare therof witnes, 
Cauſyng thy beauty to all clennes enclyne, 
With light of vertue al widowes to enlumine 


CC Lenuop, dyzeet to wydowes of the 
tranflatoure, BY 


Noble matrons whiche haue ſuffiſafice, 
Ok womanhead your wittes to vpdꝛeſſe 
How that foztuneliſt to turne her chaunce, 
Be not to retchleſſe of ſodapne haſtines; 
But ay pꝛouide in your ſtablenes, 
That no ſuch foly enter in pour courage, 
To folow Dydo that was quene of Cartage 


With her maners haue none acquayntaunce, 
Put out ot minde ſuch lottyche wilfulnes, 
To flea your ſelfe were a great penaunce, 
God ok his grace defende pou and bleſſe, 

Ind p2eſerue pour variant bꝛotlenes, 

That your _ fall innone outrage, 

(To folow Dido Þ was quene of Cartage, 


With conert colour and ſober countenaunce, 
Of faythtull meanyng pretendeth a likeneg, 
Counterfayteth in ſpeache and dalyaunce, 
Ill thinge that lowneth into ſtedfaſtnes, 

Ok pꝛudente by great auiſenes, 

Pour ſelfe reſtrapueth ponge and olde of age, 
To folow Dydo that was quene of Cartage. 


Let all your poꝛt be boyde of diſplealaunce, 
To get frendes do pour buſines, 

And be neuer without purueyaunce, 

So ſhall ye beſt encreale in ryches: 

In one alone map be no ſpkernes, 

To pour hart be dyuers of langage, 


Contrary to Dydo Þ was quene of Cartage, 


Holde your (eruauntes bnder obeyſaunce, 

Let them neuer haue fredome noz largenes, 
But vnder daunger do their obſeruaunce: 

Daunt their pzyde,them bzydle lownes, 
Ind whan the ſerpent of newefanglenes, 
Iſſayleth you, do your aduauntage, 
Contrary to Dydo Þ was quene of Cartage, 


Leaf.l; 


how pycious Sardanapalus kyng of 
Iſlirie bꝛent him ſelfe and his 
treaſure, 


F Iſſtrie to reken kynges all, 
LOyiche had that lande vnder ſub⸗ 
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— a of all was Sardanapall, 
Poſt keminpne of condicton: 

Whyerfoze foztune hath him call downe - 


Ind complaynyng moſt vgly ofmanere, 
Next after Dyde to Bochas did appere. 


To vycious luſt his life he did enclyne, 
Among Aſſyziens whan he his raigne gan: 
Of falle vſage he was (o feminine, 

That among women vpon the rocke he ſpan, 
In their habitediſgyſed from a man, 

Ind offroward flechly inſolence, 

Ok all men he ftedde the pzeſence, 


Firſt this kyng chaſe to be his gyde 

Mother of vyces called ydienes, 

Wyiche ofcuſtome eche vertue let alyde, 

In eche courte where che is maiſtreſle, 
Ok ſoꝛow and miſchefe is the firſt foundzeſle, 
Wyich cauſed onely this Sardanapall 
That to all goodnes his wittes did appall. 


He founde vp firſt ryote and dzonkennes, 
Called a father ofluſt and lechery: 

Yartefull of harte he was to ſobernes, 
Chcriſhyng ſaurfetes, watche,and glotony; 
Called in his time a pzpnce of baudzy, 
Founde rereſuppers and fetherbeddes ſoft, 
Dꝛynke late, and chaunge his wines oft, 


The ay2e ofmeates and ot baudy cokes, 
Which of cuſtome all day roſt and ſede, 
Sauoure of ſpittes, ladels, and fleſhe hokes 
He loued well, and toke of them great hede: 
And fol ke that dꝛanke moze than it was nede 
Smellynge ok wine foz their great exceſſe, 
With them to abide was holly his gladnes | 


De thought alſo it did him good 

To haue about him without (kyll and right 
Boyſtous bochers all beſpzeint with bloude, 
And watry fiſhers abode aye in his ſyght: 


Their coates poudzed ib ſcales ſtluer bryght, 


Dempt their odour duryng all his lyfe, 
Was to his courage belt pꝛeſeruatpſe. #03 


Fo: there was no herbe, ſpice, graſſe, ne rote, 
To him lo luſty as was the bozdelhouſe: 
Noꝛ gardepn none ſo holelome noz lo ſote, 
To his pleaſaunce,noz ſo delicious, 

As the pꝛelence ok folke lecherous: 

And euer glad to ſpeate of rybaudzp, 

And folke cheryche that coulde flatter @ lye. 


Tyll at the laſt God of very right 
Diſpleaſed was with his condictons, 
Becauſe he was in euery mannes light 
So feminpne in his affections, 

And wholy paue his inclinations = 
Duryng his life to euery vycious thing, 
Terrible toheare and namely ofa kyng. 


But as Bochas liſt to put in minde, 

Whan Arbactus a pꝛince of great renowne, 
Sawe ofthis kyng the flechely luſt blynde, 
Made with the people ot that region 
Agapnſt him a coniuration, 

And to him ſent foꝛ his miſgouernaunce, 
Ok high diſdapne a full playne defyaunce, 


Bade him beware, a pꝛoudly to him tolde 
That he him caſt his vicious lite to ailaile, 
And in all haſte alſo that he woulde 

Within a fielde mete him in battaple: 
Wherof aſtonicd his hart gan to fayle, 
Where among wome he (ate makyng gaudes 
No wight about but flatterers and baudes, 


And vp he roſe and gan him ſelfe auaunce, 
No company w him but leruauntes rpotous, 
Toke the ieide without gouernaunce, 

No men of armes but folkes vycious: 
Whole adue rlary called Irbactus, 

Made him pzoudly the felde to fozſake, 

Ind like a cowarde his caſtell to take. 


Ind foꝛ his hart frowardly gan fayle 
Notlikea knyght. but like a loſeniour, 
Dis tiche pier rep, his royal apparaple, 
5 golde , his iewels, his veſſell, # treaſure, 


as baought afoze him downe fro a toure 
id of his palace, paue his men in charge 
Ol cole and kagot to make a fy2e large: 


In whiche he caſt his trealoure and iewelg, 

Mone libe a beaſt than a manly man, 

And ampd his riches, ſtones, aud veſſels, 

Into = on wy rear he 3 11 
riu palus 2 

LOhiche tyze conſumed io hig finall mede, . 
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Bꝛent to aches among the coles rede. 


Q ofoze his death bade men chould wzite 
Upon his graue, the boke dothe ſpecity, 
With letters large this reaſon foꝛ to endite: 
My curled life, my froward glotonp, 
Mine pdlenes, myne hatefull techery 

Hath cauſed me with many falle deſire, 
My lalt dapes tobe conlumpt with fyze. 


This epitaphe on his graue he ſet, 

To hew how he in all his liue 

Bulped euer to hinder and to let 

All maner vertue, and theragapne to ſtriue, 
Who foloweth his trace is not like to thziue; 
Foz whiche ye pzynces ſe foz your auayle, 
Uengeaunce aye foloweth vyces at the tayle. 


The. xb. Chapter, 


CY commendation of Bochas, reherſing the 
vertuous names of kfoũders of ders (cien⸗ 
ces and cunnynges in repzefe of 
ꝓdleneg. 


Co Pere were other that liſt to pꝛouide, 
$ Falſe flechly luſtes, and diſſolutions, 
KRypote, outrage, froward dildaine and 
Uyres to enhaunce in their affections (pzide 
With many vnlefull croked condicions, 
Keaſon auoyding as Jrcehearſe ſhall, 
Them lelues delityng toz to be beſtiall, 


Too maner folkes to put in remembzaunce, 
Of vyce and vertue to put ina difference; 
The good alway hath let their pleaſaunce, 
In vertuous labour to do their diligence, 
And vycious people in ſlouth and negligence, 
Ind the repozt of bothe is reſerued, 

With laude oz lacke as they haue deſerued, 


Men mult ofryght the vertuous pꝛeferte, 
Ind truelp pꝛaple laboure and bulines: 

Ind agaynwarde diſpzayſe folke that erre, ! 
Whiche haue no joye but inydlenes. 

And to compare by maner of witnes. ' 
Uertuous folke, J will to mynde call, 

In rebukyng of bpng Sardanapall, :-.;: 


T Heolde wile called Pitagozas, 
By ſoũd of himers,auctours certifpe, 
Erample toke, and chefe maſter was 


That founde out muſyke and melody; Pet 
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pet of Tuball ſome bokes ſpecify, 
Chat he bi ſtroke of (myths where thei ſtode 
Founde firſt out muſyke tokoze Moes fleude, 


Ind Joſephus remembzeth by ſcripture, 
Chat this Tuball could fozge wele, 

Firſt ymagined makyng of armure, 

With inſtrumentes of yzon and of ſtele, 

Ind their tempzures he found out euery dele 
Lucius Tarquyn in ſtozy as J finde, x 
Founde chapnes fyꝛſt folke to letter & binde. 


The childzen of Seth, in ſtoꝛy ye may ſe, 
Flouryng in vertue bylonge ſucceſſions, 

F02 to do pꝛokite to their poſteritie. 

Ind firſt rhe craft of heauenly mocions, 
Founde of (undzy ſtarres the reuolucions, 
Bequeth their cunnyng of great aduauntage, 
To them that after came of their linage. 


Fo2 their bertue god gaue them great cũnyng 
Touching natures both of earthand heauen; 
Ind it remembzed ſothiy by wityng, 

To laſten aye foꝛ water 02 fo: leuen. 
Generations there were of them ſeuen, 
Whiche foz vertue wout warte oz ſtrife, 
Traueyled in canyng, durynge all their life, 


Ind foz that Adam did pꝛophecp, 

Twilſe the woꝛld deſtroyed Could be, 

With water ones, and ſtande in teopardy, 
Next with fire, whiche no man might flee: 
But Seths childꝛen that all this did ſee, 
Made two pyllers where men might graue, 
From fire and water the charects foz to laue. 


That one was made of tyles harde ybake, 
Fro touche of fire to laue the lcripture: 

Ok harde marble they did another make, 
Igainſt water ſtrongly to endure, 

To ſane of letters the pꝛynt and the figure, 
foꝛ their cunnyng afoze gan ſo pꝛouide, 
Igapne fire # water perpetually to abyde, 


They dempt their cunnyng had ben in veyne, 
But folke with them had ben partable, 

Ind foz their laboure Gould after be ſepne, 
They it remembzed by wzytyng full notable, 
Ind tofoze god a thing full commendable, 
To them that folow by ſeripture and wzityng 
Oz that men dye depart their cunnyng. 


Fot by olde time folke diuers craftes founde, 
In ſundzy wile foz oceupacion, Tg 


Leaf.it, 


Uertue to theriche, bytes to confounde, 
Their witte they ſet and their entencten, 
To put their ladoure in executicn, 

And to outrage, this is very trouth, 

Fto mannes life negligence and llouth. 


Olde Enoke full famous of vertue 

Duryng the age, founde firſt of euerichone 
Thzough his pzudence, letters ołf Hebzue, 
Ind in a pill er thep were kept of tone, 

Till that the floude of Noe wag gone: 
Indafter him Cam was the ſeconde, 

By whom mo of Mebzue letters was founde. 


And Cathacriſmus the firſt was that fande, 
Letters alſo, as of that langage, 

But letters witten by Gobs owne hande, 
Moles firlt toke, moſte bzight of his vylage, 


Upon Syna as he helde his paſſage. 


Whiche of carectes and names in ſentence, 
From other wzityng had a difference, 


Eke afterward as other bokes tell, 

Ind laint Hierome rehearleth in his ſtyle, 
Under the empyꝛe of zozobabell, 

Eſd:as ol Hebzue gan letters firſt compyle; 
And A bꝛaham long erſt a great while 
The firſt was in bokes men may le, 
That found letters of Ciria and Calde, 


J you Egypt founde dſnerſitie 

Of ſundꝛy letters parted into twaine, 
Firſt foz pzieftes and fo2 the comontie, 
Uulgar letters che did alſo ozdayne, 
Ind Feaices did their buſy payne 
Letters of Greke to finde in theirentent, 


Whiche that Cadmus firſt into Grece ſent, 


Whiche in number fully were ſeuentene, 
Whan of Troyended was the battayle, 
Pallamides their langage toſuſtene, 
Put thze therto whiche greatly did auaple, 
Pitagozas fox pꝛudent gouernaile, 
Founde firſt out y, a figure to diſcerne, 
The life here ozt & the life that is eterne, 


Firſt latin letters of que a.b.e. | 
Carmentes founde of full high pzudence, 
Great Omerus in Jſidsz ye may ſee, 
Founde amonge Grekes craft ofeloquence: 
Firſt in Rome by ſonerayneercellence, 

Of Kethozpke Tullius founde the floures, 
Plea and defence of ſubtill ozatours, . 
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Callicrates a grauer moſt notable, 

Of white yuoze Did his buſines, 

His hande, his eye,ſo iuſt were and ſo table, 
Ok an ampt to graue out the likenes, 

Upon the ground as nature doth him dꝛeſſe. 
This craft he founde, as Sardanapall 
Founde ydlenes mother of vyces all, 


Ok a lcriueyn Bochas maketh mention, 
How in a ſcrowe of little quantitye, 
W ꝛote of all Troy thedeftruction, 
Folowyng Omerus by great (ubtiltye, 

hiche is had among grekes in great daintie 
Becauſe ye was founde in his wzityng, 
So compendious the ſtozy rchearſyng. 


Archimides made a chare alſo, 

And a (mall chyp with all the apparaple, 
So that a Bee might clole them both two 
Under his wings, which is a great maruatle 
And nothing ſene of all the whole entayle, 
This craft he founde of vertuous buſines, 

Co eſchue the vyce of froward pdlenes. 


Pan god of konde with his pypes ſeuen 

Ok recoꝛders, founde firſt the melodpeg 

Of Mercury that ſit ſo hye in heauen, 
Firſt in his harpe founde lugred armonies. 
Hollom wines though fined from their lyes 
Bacchus founde firſt on vines heauy lade, 
Licour of lycours,courages foz to glade. 


Perdxy by compas founde tryangle #lyne, 
Ind Eutipd firſt founde Geometrye: 

And Phebus founde the craft of medicine, 
Albumaſar founde aſtronomy, 

And Pynerua gan chares firſt to gye. 
Jaſon firſt ſayled,in ſtoꝛy it is tolde, 
Toward Colchos to winne the flece of gold. 


Ceres the goddeſſe founde firſt tylth oflonde, 
D1onyſius trimmphes tranſitozy: 

And Bellona by fozce firſt out fonde, 
Conqueſt by knighthode.@ in the field bictozy 
And Martis ſonne as put is in memozy, 
Called Etholus founde ſperes Garpe & hene, 
To runne in warre in plates bzyght & chene. 


Eke Yriſteus founde out the blage 

on m_ = — nd — lote, 
oy 2 great aduaun 

220 fiyntes lmote fyze daryng in the rote. 

And Pallas whiche ß may to colde do bote 

Founde out weauyng this is very lothe, 


Thzough her pzndence of all maner clothe, 


And Fido founde firſt out the ſcience 

Of meaſures and of pzopozcions, 
And foz marchauntes did his diligence 

To finde balaunces by iuſt diuiſiong, 

To auoyde all fraude in cities and in towneg. 
On nouther party,playnly to comppie, 

Ok true weyght that there were no gyle, 


Compare in oꝛder clerelp all theſe thingeg, 
Founde ok olde tyme by diligent trauaple, 
To the plealaunce of pzynces and kynges, 


To ſhewe how much cunnyng may aua ple: 
Ind wey againwarde ß froward aquitaple, 
Contrariouſly how Sardanapall, 

Founde ydlenes mother of vyces all, 


Let pꝛinces all hereof take hede, 

What auapleth vertuous buſines: 

Ind what damage the reuerſe dothe in dede, 
VUpctious life, louthe. and pdlenes. 

Ind theſe examples let them eke empzeſſe 
Impd their harte, and howe Sardan 
Founde pdlenes, mother of vyceg all, 


CLenuoy, 


7 Oble pꝛyntes here pe may well le, 

As ina iny2rour of full clere euidence, 
By many examples moze than two oz the, 
What harme foloweth of ſlouth a negligence 
Depe impꝛintyng in your aduertence, 

Dow great hindzing doth wilful frowardnes 
To pour eſtate though vycpous ydlenes, 


Wyan reaſon fayleth, and ſenſualitye 
Holdeth the bzydle of lecherous tnſolence, 
And ſobernes hath loſt his libertie, 
And to falſe luſt is done the reuerence: 
And vyte of vertue hath an apparence, 
Milleadeth pꝛynces of wilfull retchleſneg, 
To great errour of froward pdlenes. 


¶ The.xvti. Chapter. 


Chow Imazias in Juda king, foz pꝛide 
and pzeſumption was bainquiched 
in battaile, and after 
llapne. 


his ſtudy as Bochas late mulyng⸗ 
many an bncouth lolemne fantaly, 


= Tohim appeared many a mighty 1 


of John Bochas -. 


And tofoze all came wozthy Amazie: - 
Pis ſonne alſo that called was Oste, 
Of Dauids bloud diſcended as J rede, _ 
Cche after other in Juda to ſuecede. 


Firſt Imazias complaynedon faztune | 
Cauſing his greuous great adnerlittes, - - - 
Tye traytozelle called in commune, 9 4 
Chele kinges twayne caſt ag tes their ſees; 
Whoſe ouerturnyng from their dignities, 
Unware fallyng,dzeadfull and terrible, 
Ben cerioully remembzed in the bible, 


Their ende men may there reade and le, 
How foztune their lates did entrete: 
Wherfo:e to eſchue and flye pꝛolixitie 

Of tedious thing, in this pzoceſle to lete, 
aud in lub ſtaunce to gleane out the grete 
Of their fallyng, J purpoſe not to ſpare, 
Compendiouſly the caules to declare. 


This Amazias hauyng gouernaunce 

By iuſt tytie of ſucceſlion. 

The ſcepter of Juda w all p whole puiſlaũce 
Full peaſably helde in his poſſeiſion: 

Tyll that pzyde and falſe pꝛeſumption, 

Moſt frowardly did his hart embzace, 
Whiche all at ones made him loſe his grace, 


In hart he had a maner vayne glozy, 
Bet aule that god made him to pzeuapyle 
In his conqueſt, and to haue victozy 
amalechites to vaynquythe in battayle, 
Eke Gabanites as he them did allayle: 
Purpoſyng after if he might, 

With Iſraelites of pꝛyde foz to fight. 


Unto kyng Joas of Jſraell he ſent 

Him comaundyng to obey his byddynge, 
And be like ſubiecte as were in their entent 
His pꝛedeteſſours in all maner thing, 
Whilom to Dauid the noble wozthy kyng, 
This was his (onde to Joas plat #playne, 


Whiche by a pzoble thus wꝛote to him agayn. 


The vgly thiſtle of the vales lowe, 
Pꝛoudly pzeſumyng aboue his degre, 

To make hys pꝛyde openly be knowe, 

Sent hys meſſage to the Cedze tre, 

That his ſonne might wedded be 

To his daughter,althoughein ſubſtaunce 

It wene them two was a great dilcozdauuce 


* DSapth ofthe 


But of the fozelt the beaſtes ſauagyne 
In cheit courages had therot diſdeyne, - - - 
All of aſſent fyerſely dyd enclyne, 
The thyſtle leaues abꝛode the pleyne: 
That there was nether leale noꝛ packe (eye 
(This was tde pzoble which J oas by toxnting 
Sent in a piſtie to Jmazte the king. 


B 


Ut Joſephus in his o2igynall; 

The layd epiſtle as he doth expꝛeſſe 
le how the poubet (mal 
Ok pzyde ſent to the hygh Cypzelle, © *- 
That his daughter of excellent fayzenes, 
Untohis ſonne plapnelp todiſcryue, 


Mygyt be deliueredand haue her to wpue. 


But a fel beaſt which beſide ſtode, 

Ok cruell yze and indignacion, 
With fete diſdaynyng 8 pouder taſt abzode, 
Hygh in the ayꝛe about him enupzon: 

The whyche enlample conteyued of reaſon 
Who that attempteth to clymbe hygh afof?, 
With vnware chaunge his fall is full vnſokt. 


Itwene the Cedꝛe ol trees ſo royal, 

And a ſharpe thy ſtle is no conuenience: 

Nox twene a cypꝛeſſe eftately founde at all, 
And lothſome pouber is a great difference, 
Foz royall bloud Gould haue no aſſiſtente 

To beioyned noꝛ knyt in martage, 

With (uch as be bzought fozth ot low parage 


The Cedꝛe is ſtronge # mighty ofſubſtatice, 
In his vpgrowynge ryght as any lyne: 
And tho the thyſtle haue ſpottes of pleaſaũce, 
He hath eke pzyckes (mall as any ſpyne. 
And bothenatures playnly to termine, 
The Cedꝛe of kyade who loketh well about, 
To no thyſt le ſhould his bzaunches loute. 


Toleſome of odoure is the faire Cypꝛeſle, 


Is bokes tell and vertuous of kyhde: 

Duſt and ponder playnly to erpzeſſe, 
Troubleth the ayze and maketh fotkes blynd 
Foz whiche in ſpouſayle couenient to ſynde, 
Let eſtates of their byzthe honourable, 
Uopde al taſcaly and wedde their (emblable 


But Amaztias woulde not beware 

Foz no warnyng noz foz no pzophecy, 

But yll in hart great hatred bare 

Agayne kyng Joas,ofmalyceandenup, 

Into a felde bzought all his chyualry, © 
Belo Gadzed 


Gadꝛed them out bothe nete and karre, 
Apenſt gods will on hun to gyn a warte. 


And king Joas full like a wozthy knyght, 
Into the felde faſt gan him ſpede: 
And all the knyghtes of Juda anone ryght, 


To bid them fiye god wot it was no nede: 
Ind Amazias foz all his great pzyde, 
Stode deſtitute,and no man by his (yde, 


With him was none left of all his mepnie, 
So god and Joas agaynſt him wzought: 
Ok Jeruſalem entred the citye, 

And Amazie of fozce with him he bzought, 
And in the temple the treaſure out he ſought, 
Golde and liluer and wholp their riches, 
And to Samaria home he gan him dꝛeſſe. 


And Amazias he let out of pꝛyſon 


After all this, and (uffred him go fre, 

To his miſchefe and his confuſion, 

And he was deliuered from his captinitie: 
Foz ſlayne he was in Lachis the citye, 
Among his frendes by diſſimulation, 

His death conſpyzed vnder full falſe treaſon, 
how vpon Osias ſucteadyng kyng nexte 
in Juda god toke vengeaunce a (mote 

him with lepzie. 
Fter in Juda the mighty region, 

9 Next Imazias Ozias gan luccede, * 

Wonder manlpe and famous of renoun, 
Ia all his wozkes full pzouident in dede: 
And of his knighthode vaiquiſhed as J rede 
The Paleſtines, foz all their great puiſſacice, 
With all Imbie he bzought vnto bttraunce. 
Builded townes and many a ſtrong citye, 
Ind vnto Egypt he his bondes ſet, 
Made caſtels beſydes the redde (ee, 
And in his conqueſt whom that euer he met, 
Ok manly pꝛyde he woulde let: 
Imeane all tho that were his aduerſaries, 
To his lozdyp to make them tributaries, 
He did his labour alſo to repare, 
Jeruſalem after his rupne, 
The walles reared which on þ ſople lap bare 
Wade newe towers ryght as any lyne, 
Fanes of golde their turretes to enlumine, 


The ſecond boke 


And to fozce them, let wozkmen bndertake 
Square baſtules and bulwarkes to make, 


With ſtroke of vengeaunce wa ſodain dzede, 


He delited to make freche gardepnes, 
Diuers gtayne and herbes foz to knowe: 
Neiopyled to plante ſundzye vynes, 

To graffe trees and ſedes foz to ſowe. 
And ſtraunge fruits maketh che grow aroy 
Ind w him had his enempes to encumber, 
Thze hundzed thouſand manly men in nfiber, 


His noble fame gan to ſpꝛede wyde, 

And greatly dzeade foz his pzowes: 
Wherthzough his hart cozrupted with pride, 
Becaule onely of his great riches, 

And frowardly he did his buſines 

Foz to maligne in eſtateroyall, 


Agaynſt the lozde whicheis immoztall, 


To god aboue he gan ware obſtynate, 
That by pꝛoce ſſe full ſmall he did winne: 
And ſauour caught in his royall eſtate, 
To folow his father in vnthzifty ſynne, 
That grace a vertue from him did twynne, 
Jn moſt ſhinyng of his magnificence, 
Foztune pzoudly aſſayledhts excellence, 


Caſt che would within a little while, 

His ſurquedy and frowarde pꝛide aſſaple: 
And full vnwareiy decepue him and begyle, 
To make his power to appall and faple: 
Whan that this kyng toke on the apparaple 
Ok a biſhop of very frowardnes, 

And to the temple pzoudly gan him dzeſſe, 


Beyng in purpoſe on a ſolemne dap, 

(To take his wape vp to the hye alter, 
Falſly vſurpyng whoſoeuer ſayde nay, 

To ſacrifyce holdyng the cenſere, 

Tofoze the alter that chone of golde ſoclere, 
Foz whiche offence(the bible (ayth the lame) 
I3zarias the biſhop did him blame. 


Gan withſtand him in the face anone, 
Fourſcoze pꝛieſtes beyng in pzeſence 

Of the kynred diſcended of Jaron, 
Whiche fozbade him and made reſiſtence, 
(That with his hande he Could put incence 
Upon the aulter againſt gods lawe, 

Him chargyng boldly his pzeſence to bdzaw 


Butofdeſpite he made them hold their peeg, 
In payne of death began them manace: 
And lodapnly among all the pzces, 


Anearthquaue fill in the lame place, 

Ind therwithall in the kinges face, 

Ok the ſunne therefmote a beame fo bꝛyght, 
That all his face was [cozched w the light. 


He waxed a leper foule and right hozible, 
Fo: his offence as god liſt oꝛdapne: 

To euer man ok loke he was terrible, 

And but fewe his milchiefe gancomplaine, 
And a great hill þ lame hour carfr on twapne 
Not farre aſide from the tovone without, 
Cities deſtroying that ſtode rounde about, 


On kyng O3te god toke this bengeaunce, 
Fo all his loꝛdchip and his magnificence, 
To puniche his pꝛide and fro war de puillatice 
And bzought him lowe ko: his great offence, 
Fo: his perſon was put out ok pꝛe ſence, 
Perpetually as holy wit can tell, 

Farre from all people w lepers foꝛ to dwell. 


His ſteche was troubled with diuerspaſſios, 
Fo: his ſickenes auoyded the citye, 

In crye and ſoꝛowe and lamentacions, 

His life he lad in great aduerſitie: 

And lo he dyed in ſoꝛowe and pouertie. 
Simply buried foꝛ all His great myght, 
Within an ylande that ſtode farre out of light 


The. xbiii. Chapter; 
Cn exhoꝛtation to Pꝛynces to be aduiled to 
do agaynſt Goddeg 
picceptes, 


G Et p2ynces all in their pꝛouidence, 
Be right wel ware any thing to attame 
wyiche vnto God chould be offence, 
Leſt that the fyne conclude to their chame. 
Let them thinke foz all their noble fame, 

But they repent god ok his iuſtice, 

Their froward pꝛyde vnwarely will chaſt ice 


Let them beware of malyce to pꝛeſume 
Igaine his churche to do offencton, 

Fo2 god of right all tyzantes will conſume, 
In full Go2t tyme fot their pzeſumption;' 
Whiche will not ſuffer theyꝛ domination 
Toenterrupt foz all their great myght, 

Noz bꝛeke the kraũches ofholychurche ryght, 


To pꝛudent pꝛynces whiche can dilter ne, 
Let kyng Ozias conſidꝛyng his offence, 
Be in your mynde a myꝛrour and lanterne, 
To holy churche to do due reuerente, 
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Ind conceaue in their magnificence, 
God will of ryght be they neuer fo ſtreng, 
Chaſtyte theyz malyte though he byde long. 


The. xix. Chapter. 


Dow kyng Oſeas was taken by kyng 
Salmanazer and dyediy 
pꝛyſon. 


There was another that talled wagOlce, 
Which whilom rayaned as J affirme dare 

In Iſraell, whom foztune by enup, 

Made him be take oz he was ware, 

Belyeged about of kyngSalmanazare; 

And into Alſirte vnder his daunger, 

The bible telleth he was a pꝛyſoner. 


Bis cityes and townes bꝛought to deſtruction 
And all his people vnder longe leruage, 
Were take and kept in Uronge Babtlon, 
Suffred there great payne and domage: 
Aud in pꝛylon by furious outrage 

This layd Oſeas in chaynes bounde ſoze, 
Foz ſoꝛowe dyed ofhym wzite J no moze, 


The. xx. Chapter. 
Chowe Senacherpb kynge of Allirie llewe 
| him ſelfe. 


I th theſe fozſapde wolull kynges 
Senacherpb of Illirpe kyng, 
Lame to Bochas molt vgipe to ſe, 
Full piteouſiy his fate tomplapnyng: 

And ſpecially hys vnware chaungyng 

He gan bewayle oppꝛeſſed in his thought, 
From hye nobles how he came to nought. 


His renowne ſpꝛade thꝛough many a reme, 
And all people gan hym magnikpe: 

A ſiege he laped vnto Jeruſalem, 

In the tyme of kyng Sedechpe. 

But in hys molt frowarde ſurquedy, 

Gods aungell tofoze the citye, 
Anhundzed. M. lough of his meyny; 


And the mote to make hym aferde, - 
Amyd of hys people theſelfe lame nyght 
Gods aungell houe away his berde | 
With a harpe ( woꝛde that one full bꝛyght: 
Left hys ſiege and tokehym vnto flyghtr, 
Ind in atemple hys gods woꝛchpppynge, 
Slough him lelfe as he late knelyng. 

K. li. Dow 
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( Che. xxi. Chapter, 


Chow king Sedechyas foz falſe foz\wea- 
ryng was flayne,and made blinds 
in pꝛylon. 


I Durhing þ eoplaynt of kyng Dedechy 
And of his ſoꝛowes to ſhew ß manere, 
Holy wzite doth clerely ſpecify: 

Wherfoze it were but vayne to tell them here, 

Foz there men the pꝛoceſle may playnly lere, 

How Joachim kyng of Jeruſalem, 

His owne bzother was led out of his reame, 


Wherofin hart he felt full great ſoze 
This Sedcchias as it is there founde, 
Becauſe the kyng Nabugodonoloz 

ig bꝛother helde ſtrong in pꝛylon bounde, 
Sov in purpoſe the Jewes to conkounde: 
Foz this tyꝛant had in that moztall ſtrife, 
His bothers childzen in pꝛylon and his wyke, 


And yet this tyzant in his tyzanny, 

This fauour did in his fell rage 

Unto this moſt wokull Sedechy, 

To luffer him rayne in his great age: 

From pere to yere to pay him a truage 

By fayth and othe.and compolition, | 
Napled of his people and bzought to Babilon 


Pet Sedechias in elpeciall 

By a maner offalſefelicitie, 

Hym lelife reioyled in his ſee ropall 

To occupy that noble dignitie: 

And co fozgate the great aduerſitie 

Ok his bzother,and other frendes all, 
Touching the milchefe that they doere in fall. 


Ok p2yde he fell into pꝛelumption, 

Whan he remebzed his bꝛother # his lynage, 
Conſidered how fro kyng Salomon 

He was dilcended by title of heritage, 

Gan diſdapne to pay his truage, 

And to maligne in hart he was ſo wzothe, 
And fal ſly bzake his aſſuraunce and his othe. 


He had a maner indignacion, 

Whiche he caught of olde remembꝛaunce 
How tyme paſſed to kyng Salomon 

By hys manly pꝛudent gouernaunce, 
Kinges about fo2 a recogniſaunce 

Paped trybute, and durſt it not wythſap, 
Fro pere to pere his nobles to obap. 


Vyiche thing remembzed of kyng S edechie, 
As he wext great & ſtronge in puiſſaunte, 
Olk bye dildayne his tribute gan denye, 

Det aſide his fayth and aſſuraunce, 


So that his othe ſtode in no lubſtaunce: 


Foz he agaynſt the kyng of Babilon, 
Pzeſumptuouſly fpll in rebellion. 


Andhis kyngdome to ſtrength and foztilp, 
Thought he woulde to his aduauntage 
The kyng of Egypt haue on his party: 
Dfpzyde he fell into ſo great outrage 
That he no moꝛe woulde pay his truage, 
But fynally ſuche wayes he hath ſought, 
That of his othe little he ne rought. 


But wo alas it is a dolefull thing 

To be remembꝛed in hye oz lowe degre, 
That any pzynce oz anp wozthy kyng 
Should falſe his othe oz vntrue be, 

D2 that men Gould luche variaunce ſe 

In their courages whiche ben ſo hye bozne, 
Foz any cauſe falſly to be foz\wozne., 


By tepoꝛte it dothe their fame trouble, 
2888 and clipſeth their nobles, 

an a pꝛince is of his heſte double, 
Andchargeth not of wilfull rechleſneg, 
Al be his pꝛomiſſe conclude on doubleneg, 
Though god awhile ſuffer them and reſpite, 
At vnlet houre their falſenes he will quyte, 


His warnyng oft he (ent to them afoze 
Becauſe they lackt pzudent policy, 
Kecozde J take of Nabugodonoloz, 
Whiche came vnware on kyng Sedechye, 
Foz he his tribute gan falſely him denye: 
With all his power as it did abzayed, 

To Jerulalem a mighty ſiege laped. 


They within conſtrayned were of nede 

The kyng him ſelf, there was no better defece 
With mans fleſhe his people foz to fede, 
While the Caldeys by mighty vyolence 

Ok very fozce without reliſtence, 

On falſe fol wearyng foz to take wzeke, 
Their mighty towers a their walles bzeke. 


To llea and kpll they liſt none to (pare, 

Who ſoeuer they met oꝛ came in their light: 

Sedechias left the towne all bare, 

But takehe was as he him toke to flyght, 

J chaynes bounde and fettred anone ryght, 
n whole pꝛelete tencreale his paines 2 
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his pongerhildzen were layne euerichone. 


His wpues molt wokull in their cheres 
Whiche in their tyme goodly were and kapze, 
Deliuered were in handes of ſtraungeres, 
And moe, alas, to put him in dilpapze, 
to his kyngdome neuer to haue repapze, 
ith harpe tonges it was to great a payne 
Out of his head was rent his eyen twayne, 


Of Jerulalem his citye was bzent, 

Playne to the grounde into aſhes dede. 

His great riches his treaſour wholp lent 
To Babilon, with ſtones blewe and rede, 
Ueſſels of golde whiche richeſt were in dede, 
Without mercy 02 remiſſion, 

Caldeis toke to their poſſeſſion, 


Ind thus in ſoꝛowe and in waetchednes 
He dyedalas fettred in pzyſon, 

Lo here the ende of periury and falſenes, 
Lo how foztune can turne vp ſo doun 
Ofmoztall men the condicion; 

Now richeſt chynyng in hye p2oſperitie, 
With vaware chaiige to hatefull pouertie. 


Now men lift vp to ropall dignities, 

Now bye aloft by fullum aboundaunce, 

But what auapleth to ſyt in ropall ſees, 

To folke that haue therin none aſſuraunce: 
Namely whan foztune holdeth the balaunce, 
Whiche aye of cuſtome vnto hye eſtates, 
Hath a falle toy to (ewe her checkmates. 


Reco2de J take of pꝛynces moze then one, 
Their wokull fates hangyng in ieopardy, 
Remembzed late, and amonge eche one 

The wofull fall ofkyng Amazie: 

His lonne eke lepꝛe whiche called was Ozie, 
And laſt of all how in Babylon, 

kyng Sedechias dyed in payſon, 


CLenuoy. 


Oble pꝛynces conſider the fallas 
Df foztunes frowarde tattery, 
=. Sith her dilceits in many diuers caas 
How che firſt mocked manly Imazy, 
VOhiche layne was foz his ſurquedy, 

To yeue you warning by exaͤple ye may rede 
Dpa pe lit hygheſt your fall is moſt to dzede, 


And as it is remembzed in Bochas 
Ebe in the Bible,of king Ozie, 


Leaf,liiit, 
Fae as 0 
Bothe ok r and of chyualry, | 
Puniched with boke ”; 


Foz his pꝛeluming, remeb ming this in dede | 


Whan pe (yt higheſt pour fall is moſt to d2ede 


u wozldly A e apas 
Itakewyine fkyng Dtdechye, © 

02 falle foz(weryng he ſlayne Was, alas, 
Made blynde in pꝛylon the ſtoꝛy can not le: 
Thus ſheweth foztune though her frowarde 
Toyoupzynees tk yelilt takehede, cenuyp 
Whi pe lit hyeſt pour fal is moſt to dꝛede. 


Show kyng Iſtiages laboured to diſherite 
Cyzug,but god ſuffred his malice 
not to pꝛeuaple. 


A ter theſe kinges one folowed in ß pꝛees 
And to Bochas his cõplaint can diſcure, 
He was called the great Iſtiages, 

Whiche tolde in oꝛder his vncouth auenture: 
Loade of Alpe, as bokes vs afſure, 

And had of treaſure duryng all his life, 
Aboue all kynges a pꝛerogatyfe. 


Molt foꝛtunate in all his gouernaple, 
Felt of foꝛtune none aduerſitie, | 
Saue an heyze male nothing did him faple; 
Foz he moſt glozioufly ſate in his ſe, 

Ok woꝛldly wealth he lacked no plente, 
Except onely as clarkes on him wayte, 

He had noſonne his kyngdome to enherite, 


Whiche to his wealthe was great diſtres, 
Leaſt lucceſſion fayled in his lyne: 

A daughter had he called Mundanes, 

Out ot whoſe wombe as bokes determpne, 
He dꝛeampt on a nyght howe he la we a vyne, 
In his auyſyon with him lo it ſtode, 

Ouer all Ape his bzaunches ſpꝛed abzode. 


e had alſo a reuelation 

lepyng a nyght after his ſoupere, 
(Though he not knewe the expolicion, 
e thought he ſawe a criſtallyn ryuere, 
ith luſtye waters as any Beryll clere, 
Out ofher wombe with his tremes frech, 
Che loyle of iſye make tender and neche. 


Q ouchyng this riuer and this luſty vyne, 
Co hym chewed in his aupſion, . 
Within hum lelfe he toulde not termpne 

N. ili. Therof 


Therof to finde no clere cõcluſion: 
Without ſome maner expolicion, 
To him declared by folkes in ſentence, 
Whiche of ſuche dzeames had experience, 


To him he called his aſtronomers, 

His phyloſophers,and his deuynours, . - 
That knew the meanyng of the nine ſpheres, 
Images of ſtars, their houſes a their towers 
And as were expert expoſitours: 

And they were allembled euerychone, 
Touching his dzeme they coꝛded all in one. 


To tell him trouth they were not retchles., 
Said his daughter fro whõ there came a vine 
She that by name was called Mundanes, 
Should haue diſcendyng from her lyne, 
Whoſe noble fame thzough Alia ould Hine: 
Whiche Gould pou thzough his renoun, 

Him by fozce ot armes out of his region. 


This was his fate he might it not refuſe, 
The heauenly cours but it did faple: 
LOherupon he ſoze gan to muſe, 

Suche kantaſies did his hart aſſaple, 
Fill in great doubt of their diupnaple, 
Thought he woulde make puruepaunce, 
Foz to withſtande gods ozdinaunce. 


Full harde it is to make reſiſtence | 
Again thig oꝛdeined whe god will that it be, 
Ind namely there where as influence, 

Ok heauen aboue hath (ape a deſtiny. 
Some men recoꝛd that no man may it fle, 
The dome of this where it holde oz flyt, 

To aſtronomers all wholy J commit, 


This ſay de kynge of whom J ſpake but late, 
Caſt he woulde foz his aduauntage 

The ozdinaunce reuerſe,and the fate, 

Of the heauen with all the lurpluſage: 

And yeue his daughter as in mariage, * 
To ſum vnwoꝛthpy poze infoztunate, 
That neuer were likely to riſe to hie eſtate. 


Ind in this wile kyng Aſtpages 

Maried his daughter as in his entent, 

To one bnwozthy called Cambyſes; 
Dempng therby by ſhoꝛt auiſement, 

Within him lelfe that he was ryght pꝛudent: 
Wening 5 nobles came by diſcent of bloude, 
And not by grace,noz as the heauen ſtode. 


In his reaſon was not compzehended, 


The ſecond boke 


How Docrates maſter of Platon, 

Ok full low bed by birthe was diſcended, 
And not toenherite kingdome noz regpon: 
But foz to haue fully poſſeſſion 

Ok mozall vertue and philoſophy, 
Duryng his life his witte he did a 


pp. 
He ſought countreys foꝛ wiſdome 40 ſcience 
Ind ſecrete cũnyng to lerche he did his payne; 
And he founde out thzough his diligence, - 
(This philoſopher as bokes allertayne, 
To iope telerued outher to payne, 
By grace of god whiche is eternal, 
How mens (oules be founde aye immortall, 


The great Ippollo in bokes it is founde, 
Gaue iudgement of equitie and ryght 

That Socrates in vertue moſt habounde, 
And moſt pzeferred in euery mans light, 
Das called of wildome the lanterne and light 
And wiſeſt named at euen and at pꝛine, 

Ot philolophers that were in his tyme. 


The poete alſo called Euripedes, 

Wolt honourable named in that age, 

All be his mother of lyfe was retchles, 
And contagious thzough vycious outrage, 
Pet was this poete foz all his vyle lynage, 
Moſt vertuous founde at all aſſayes, 

Ok all poetes that were in his dayts, 


Called in his tyme a great tragician, 
Bicaule he wzote many tragedyes: 
Ind woulde oftrouth (pare no maner man, 
But them rebuke in his poetties. 
Touching the vices of flechly fantaſies, 


. Coplayn in pzinces theyz dedes moſt hozrible 


Aud eche thyng punyche that was odible, + 


Inother called clarke Domoſthenes, 

The moſt (ubtyll rethozician, 

And moſt inuentyfeamong all the pꝛees, 
That euer was (ythe the woꝛlde began; 

Al be of byzth he was a poze man, 

pet had he moſt (ouexapne excellence, 
Among philoſophers of (peach and eloquence 


By whiche example me lemeth doubtles, 
That royall bloude noz hye lynage 

To mens byꝛthe yeueth but (mall encres, 
oz vnto vertue but little auauntage: 
Fo: hye nobles taketh not his courage 
Df riche, noz poze,noz ſtates ſouerayne, 
But ot his grace as god liſt ozdayne. 


Wherkoze 
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Wherefoze of foly kynge Altiages 
Contrartouſly agayne al gentry, 

Bad that his doughter called Mundanes, 
Fy2ſt whan folke wyth chylde her dyd eſpy, 
F 02 to accomplythe his froward fantaſy, 
Whan 155 bozne charging aboue althing, 
Of Archunie to beare it to the kynge 


Phych in that tyme was called Harpagus, 
And as J fpnd he dyd in vertue flaure: 

And (pyte had, the ſtoꝛy telleth thus, 

That beaſtes Houlde the litel childe denour: 
But god that may in miſchefe beſt ſocoure, 
To kepe the chyld was not recheles, 

Agaynlt the malice of kynge Iſtyages, 


Which had commaãded of thalice hatred, 
Howe that this chylde grene & tende of age, 
By Yarpagus Goulde be caſt in dede, 

To be deuoured of beaſtes moſt ſauage: 

But foz he dꝛede to do (o great outrage, 

To his hepeherde,himſelfe to ſtand at large, 
The chylde to ſlee he fully yaue the charge, 


This heerdman al be that he was loth 

To execute this woful auenture, 

In to a fozeſt fozth wpth the chylde he goeth, 
Ind gaue to beaſtes thatlitle creature: 
Whom to foſter by grace agaynſt nature, 
A wylde bytche her whelpes there fozſoke , 
Ind to her pappes the litel childe che toke. 


Ind w her mylke che made hym lup and dine, 
Ind buſy was foz hym to enchace 

YOpID foules, and beaſtes lauagpne, 

That none ne durſt nyghe to that place: 

Lo, how that god diſpoſe can his grace, 
Jnnocentes fro miſchefe to pꝛeſerue, (ſterue. 
Igapne falſe enuy vohych would make them 


O blode bnkynde founde in kynred, 

Foꝛ couetiſe O blode diſnatural, 

Ok falſe malyce O blode ful ofhatred, 

To murdꝛe a chyld boꝛne of the ſtocke ropal: 
Where mannes reaſon is turned beaſtiall, 
Falſy tranſfourmed vnto cruelte, 

To lee a chylde, where beaſtes haue pyte. 


The lely herde hath tolde his wyfe the caſe, 
Ind che anone of pitye dydaryſe: 

With her hulbande went a ful great pale, 
In to the fozeſt,beholdyng al the gyle, 
Is here tofoze pe haue herde I | 
Deyng the chylde with lippes tendze & ſofte, 


* 
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The bytches pappes how he lokte ful olte. 


The layd heerde talled Sparagos, 

Dis wyle alſo of whom tokoze J telde, 
This pong childe tone in their depoſe: 
And in her armes che lofciy gan it folde, 
And he ful goodly her fate gan beholde. 
And on his maner the ſame whyle, 

In chyldiy wyſe on her gan toſmyle, 


The childes laughter whan che dyd aduert, 
With al her hole faythful diligence 

She gan to cheriche it, wyth al her herte 
She yaue it ſoke with ful great reuerence, 
All be the bytche made reſiſtence, 
Complayninge ſtode fully at a bay; 

The lytcl chylde whan che ſawe led away. 


ul pitiouſly che gan to houle and crye, 
At their departynge,dolefully complapne: 
And after them ful faſt gan to bye, 
Thechilde to let Che felt ſo great a payne, 
Lo,howe that god of mercy can o2dayne, 
Acruel beaſt ſuch ſoꝛowe foz to make, 
Ind lo to mourne foz a chyldes ſake. 


But euery thyng b god wyll haue pzeſerued, 
Map not fa ple to ſtand in ſikerneſſe, 

His lecrete domes ben to hym lelfe reſerued 
There can no man expowne thẽ as J geſſe: 
Foz he ſhope fyꝛſt that this ſheperde ſſe 

Of Sparagos the true poze wyke, 

Foz to be meane to ſaue the childes lyfe, 


Home to het houle the childe che ledanone, 
And it to foſtre dyd her bulines: 

Ok other ſalary god wote knewe ſhe none, 
Saue that ber hert thereto dyd her dꝛeſſe. 
And moꝛe entierly þ ſtoꝛy beareth wytneſſe 
She tendꝛed hun, c wyth moze buſy cure, 
Than him Þ was her chylde bozne ok nature. 


And as the ſtoꝛy plainly doth expzeſſe, 
This ponge chylde as he wertin age, 
Fro day to dap encreaſed in nobleſſe, 
Lyke foz to be ryght manly of cozage: 
Cyꝛus he was called in that langage,,/ 
To lap in latyn plapuly in — 
Aman ybozne to great enheritacknte. 


And whan the renowne of his excellence, 
By longe pꝛoceſſe x of hys great encres, 
Came by repozte bnto the audience 
Ol his apel the great e! l, 


And 
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And how the kyng was found rechles 
Called Harpagus, foꝛ todo vengeaunce 
On pong Cirug,he fyll in di unce. 


This is to meane Iſtiages was weoth 
That Harpagus was founde merciable 
CyUs to ſaue, and foz that he was lothe 
Agaynſt all ryght foꝛ to be vengeable: 

To llee achylde a thyng not commendable, 
Demyng of trouth in his conſcience, 

God was not payed to murdze innocence, 


Altiages caſt hym to be wzeke 

On Harpagus by falſe colluſion, 
Becaule that his bidding he did bꝛeke, 
And was contrary to his entcncion 
Cyzus toſlee agayne all reaſon; 

Aud foꝛ that cauſe Aſtiages J rede, 

Of Harpagus let ſley the chylde in dede. 


This is to ſay by falſe compaſſyng 

And couert murder w20ught by Aſtiages, 
The ſonne was ſlayne of Harpagus the king 
Ind after roſted, alas, ful cauſeles, 
And ſyth pzeſented amonge all the pꝛees 


Tokoꝛe his father, a thynge moſt lametable, 


With Attages as he late at the table. 


But whan this kyng called Harpagus, 
Conceyued hath this murdze moſt terrible, 


And howe his ſonne a heire was (laine thug, 


In his ire moſt furious and odible 

In al the haſt that it was poſſible 

He is repayzed home to his houſholde, 
And al the cale to Cyzus he hath tolde. 


Ind how his ſonne was ſlayne foz his lake, 
In the moſt hateful odious cruelte. 
Exciting him with him to vidertake 

On this falſe murdze auenged foz to be, 
To him declaringe of trouth x equite, 
Howe he was bozne by dilcent in dede, 

As ryght heire to reigne in Perce # Mede. 


To him declaryng the Tozy by and by 
Firſt of the dꝛeme of Aſtiages, 
And howe that he by fraude ful falſly 
Made his doughter called Mundanes, 
ozely to be wedded vnto Cambiſes, 
ich was his mother, x how in tedze age 
He was out caſt tobeaſtes ful ſauage. 


Bya chepherde and cheperdelſe 
Foſtred he was in great pouerte, 


Ind bꝛought from beaſtes ont of wylderneg, 
Bycaule god woulde he ſaued ould be; | 
Foz thilke lozde which euery thynge may le, 
Whan that he hath a thyng afoze diſpoſed 
Nedes it muũ tal a may not be depoled, 


(This ſaid Cirus at his natiuite, | 
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heuenty ſpheres in aumbꝛe thꝛiſe 
So ſtode that tyme his conſtellacion, * 
That he choulde haue the dominacion, 
Ouer al Aſpe by influence deupne, 
Afoze fygured by ſpꝛedyng of the vyne, 


What may þ fraude offlexghty folke auaple, 
Innocentes to put out of their ryght: 
Thoughtrouth be hyd amonges the poraile 
Harde bzought foꝛth a dare noz ewe lyghte, 
Pet god wopl oꝛdayne that the beames bzyghe 
Shal ſome one day chewe out his clerenes, 
Maugre al tho that wold his title oppzefſe, 


Foz this Cirus as clerkes ofhim wzite, 
Was by the tytle of his mothers ſyde, 
Boꝛne to be kyng al Aſpe toenherite, 

Al be his ayel from him woulde it deuide: 
But god that can foztrouth beſt pꝛouide, 
Bath foꝛ Cirus by pzoceſſeſo ozdayned, 
That he of Iſpe the lozdGip hath attained, 


Citus 5ᷣ time was growen bp wel of length, 
Wel pzopozcioned of membꝛes a ſtature, 
Wonder deliuer # paſſynge of great ſtrength, 
Straunge empziles pzoudly toendure, 

Ind to ieopatte and put in auenture 

His owne per ſon, the fame was of hym ſo, 
Was none moze lykely where men had ado. 


Ind by the counſayleof kyng Yarpagus, 
Whan this Cirus was wel wore in age, 
With Perciens pzoude and ſurquedoug, 
Ind Frchanites cruel of coꝛage, 

Foz to recure his ryghtful heritage, 
Began w Cy2us armed wyth plate & mayle 
Vyth Aſtiages to holde batayle, 


And he agaynewarde gan to take hede, 

Ind with him toke many a woꝛthy knyght, 
With al the puiſſaunce of the land of Mede, 
Hath take the felde the lame day fozth righte, 
To dicherite Cyzus of his ryght: 

But god a trouth was atwene the twayne 


Egal iuge, their quarel to darayne. 


Che 
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The felde o2dapned # ſplaied their baneres, 
On eyther party fut pzoudly on they ſet: 
At thaſſemblyng lyke lyons of their cheres, 
n the face as they frechly met 
ith round ſpeates charpe groũde a whet 
Tyl p Citus of grace moze than nombze. 
Of his apel the party dyd encombze, 


This mighty Cirus this yonge champion, 
Chꝛoughout ß felde gan ſuch laughter make 
With his knightes as he went vp a downe , 
Chat as the deth,his fomen hym fozſake: 
Iſtiages vnder his baner take, 

The felde vequiched foz al his veynglozye, 
Co chewe that right hath alway the victozy . 


A man of malice may athyng purpoſe 

By a maner frowarde pꝛouidence, 

But god aboue can graciouſly diſpoſe 
Igayne ſuch malice, to make reſiſtence, 

Men fo2 a while may ſuffer violence, 

Jnd wꝛonges great, where ſo 5 they wende, 
But trouth alway venquiſheth at the ende. 


Iſtiages foũde ful ſoth his dzeame, 
Though he agayne it made purueyaunce, 
To haue depztiued Cirus ofhis reame, 

He was diſceyued of his oꝛdinaunce: 

Fo2 where that god thzough his puilaunce 
Lyſt foz heires iuſtly to pzouyde, 

Sleyght of man in ſuch caſe is ſet aſide, 


Maugre the myght of Aſtiages, 

Cyꝛus on hym made a diſcomfiture, 

Ind al Aſye retoyſed eke in pres, 

Ot very right as was his aduenture: 
Ind by iuſt title he dydalſo recure 

The land of Mede, lyke as was his fate, 
And in to Perce he dyd it hole tranſlate, 


Igayne his ayel he was not vengeable, 
Which had wzought to his diſtruction: , 
But was to him benygne and merciable, 
And graunted hym of hole affection 

The fourth part of the region | 

Df Irchany,of whychatfoze J tolde, 

Hym to ſuſtapne in his dayes olde, 


Fo kyng Cyrus would not in his lyue 
Duftre his apel, of very gentylnes, 
That men Gould him finally depziue 
Ok kingly honour, foz nonebnkindnes! 
To peue enlample to pꝛinces in ſothnes, 
Though god in erth haue peuen the myght, 


Leaf.1vi 
They choulde aye merry medle W the righte. 


C Lennoye, 


> Oblepzinces your eares do encline 
And conſidze in pour diſcreciong, 


M Howe dzeames chewed by influence 


deuyne, 
Be not lyke (weuenes, but lyke aupſions, 
O2 relemble to reuelactons : | 
Which though me wold diſturbe a make faile 
God wylnot luſter their malice to pꝛeuaple, 


Iſtiages dempt he ſawe a byne 

Shewed of trouth and none illuſions, 
From his doughters wombe ryght as lynt 
Spꝛed in Alpe ouer the regions, 

But to diſherite by falſe collulyons 
Pong Cirus the kynge dyd his trauaile, 
But god not ſuſtred his malice to pzeuayle; 


Painces remembze that in honour ſhine 
Upon thts ſtoꝛy in your entenciong, 

And be well willed where god lyſt fozther & 
Outher to riches 02 dominacions: (line 
To fauer them to their pꝛomocions, 
Be not contrary in your acquitaile 
Spth god wyll (uffre no malice to pꝛeuaile. 


The.xxiit.Chapter, 


CYowe Candalus kynge of Lyde 
was made cokolde and after 
llapne. 


ä * Jhon Bochas caſt hys loke a⸗ 
l 


3 

In hys ſtudy as he ſate w2ſtinge, 
: pA prelence came the kynge of 

yde 
Called Candalus,ful pittouſly playninge: 
With ſalte teares ful lowlp belechinge, 
That he woulde to wage his greuaunce, 
His deedly ſozowe put in remembzaunce, 


Dys complaint was moſt of bnkyndnes, 
Foz falſe deceite againſt al ſkil a right, 
That where his truſt was moſt of gẽtilnes 
Hemocked was, foz al his great might: 
Foz of his houle there was a certaine knight 
2 called, thinge Gameful to be tolde, 
To ſpeke pla ine engliche, made him cokolde. 


Alas J was not auiſed wel befozne, 


The ſecond bone 


Unkonnyngly to ſpeake ſuchlangage, 

J Qould haue ſayde how 5 he had an hozne, 
£2 ſought ſome terme wyth a fapze vylage, 
To excuſe my rudeneſſe ot tyys gret outrage: 
And in ſome land Coznodo men do the cal, 
And ſome affirme 5ᷣ ſuch folke haue no gal. 


J 


Thus was ß caſe, whan phebus Gone chene 
The ſomer ſeaſon in hys aſſencion, 

Whan lote bzafiches were clad in new grene, 
Yeate impoꝛtable had dominacion: 

Vyhan that the queue foz recreacion 
Unpzoutded that no man dyd her kepe, 
Upoi her bed lay naked. foz to {lepe, 


And as clerkes of her beauty wzyte, 
There was on lyue no fapzer creature, 
Noꝛ more excellyng lyke as they endite, 
Oflemeipnes her ſtoꝛp doth aſſure, 
Called koꝛ beauty tolyn to nature: 

And woꝛzthy etze, if J Gal not fapne, 
To be compared to Grililde oz Elapne. 


Aynde in her fozge lyũ nothyng to erre, 
IDjzan che her wꝛought by greate auyſcneſſe, 
To mate of beauty the very lode ſterre, 

And y eue her beauty, kauour x lemelineſſe: 
But toꝛ nature had (0 great buſlinelſe, 
Tofourme a woman was ſo freſh ok hue, 
She had koꝛget foꝛ to make her true. 


Her eyen were bery celeſttal, 

Her heer vutteſſed {ike phebus in hys ſphere, 
A thpng reſemblynge that were immortal, 
Do aingelpke the was of loke and chere, 

In examplarp of pozte, a mauer, Cllouth, 
There was no lacze laue nature thzoughher 
Had left behynde to yeue her fapth d trouth. 


Ind on a dape as the lay lleping 

Naked on bed moſt goodly to ſyght, 

Ful vnwarelp came Candalus the kyng 

In to the tambze, wher Titan Gone bzyght, 
And chewed her beauty to hys owne knpght; 
Of entent he Gould beare wytnes, 

Howe che excelled al other in fapzenes. 


Ind whan Giges gan in o2dze ſe 

Ok this quene the great excellence, 

He was enamoured vpon her beaute: 

Al the whyle he ſtode there in pꝛelence, 
Gan pmagpna treaſon in ſylence, 

To flee his loꝛde wythout longe taripng, 
Wyn the quene, and akter reigne as kyng. 


At al aſſapes to be as pure and fyne: 


Thys was the ende dole ful aud pytoug, 
To be remembzed hateful and terrible, 
1 this noble wozthy Candalus, 

02 of his truſt to much he was credible 
Unto Gyges, that traitour was odible, 


And pet moꝛe folych wherby he loſt his lyfe 
Out warde toſhewe the beauty of hys wyte, 


Though che were faire ⁊ goodly on to ſe 
There was no truſt noz no ſyckernes, 

Foz other had as good parte as he, 

Gyges coudebeare therof wytnes: 

Ilas a quene oꝛ any great pꝛinteſſe 

Iſſent chould her fame foz to trouble, 

But it nature excuſe them to be double 


The.xxiii. Cha piter. 


Dow what thyng kynge Mydas tou⸗ 
ched was golde, yet died he in 
mpyſery and wzet- 

chedueſſe. 


— wholoeuer was ther with loth oz 
kt Itapne, 

| 7 iges was after trouned kig of Lide 
VD yan that hrs Loꝛde was by trea⸗ 
{on ſlapue 

Ot him, the lurplus Bochas let a ſyde: 

And in hys ſtudy as he dyd abyde, | 
There came of Frigie Mydas the rich kyng, 
Tolde myne auctour his complaynt weping, 


Foz there was neuet by cõqueſt noꝛ laboure 
No kyng afoze that had moze rycheſſe, 
Noz moze plenty of golde noꝛ of treaſour; 
At whole byꝛth poetes thus expꝛeſſe, 
About his cradel amptes gan hem dꝛeſſe 
While he flept, and gan about hym layne, 

I ful great numbze ofpured whete grapne. 


LUOherupon moſt expert diuinours 

Is they toke hede in their attendaunce, 
Such as were beſt expoſitours 

Sapd it was a token ofhaboundaunce, 
To haue of ryches al maner (affilaunce: 
And concludyng plapnly gan to teil, 
Howe he al other in treaſour Could excel. 


Poetes of him wꝛote that were full olde, 
Bachus gaue hym, the mighty god of wyne, 
What he touched al tour ne in to golde 

As good as that which came out of the myne, 


Thys 


This requeſt, as wziteth Ouidius, 
Coo — 7 — grauntedof Bachus. 


e thought golde might him moſt auaile, 
Rat bevandied was — wyth touchyng: 
But whan hunger his ſtomake gan aſſayle, 
His bzead, his mete, was golde in ewyng, 
And whan he gan to faple of his fedynge, 
And founde of golde no recure to eſcape, 
Beſought Bachus ſome remedy to ſhape; 


Bachus bad him go bathe ina rinere, 

To wach away the colour aureate, 
Wher pet is Gewed the goldy grauel clere, 
Whych example declareth to eche eſtate 

That golde alone maketh men not foztunate, 
Foz what may golde oz treaſour ther auaple, 
Where men in huagre finde no vytailez 


Oz what is wozth golde, perle oz ſtones red, 
Grene Emeraudes,0z (apirs Inde, (bzed 
Wyan men enfampned haue no greyne,noz 
Noz in ſuch michele vitayle may none finde, 
Foz to foſter their nature #their kinde £ 

A barlp lofe in ſuch a diſtreſle 


MWoze myght auaple, than al wozldly riches, 


This knewe Mydas a was experte in dede, 
Though he of gold had ſo great plentte 

That with metal he might him leit not kede: 
Which cauſed him of neceſſitie 

To conſidze andclerely fo to ſe, | 
That bzead mozevaileth foz foſtrig of nature, 
Than a] riches that men may here recure. 


Foz which this king gan hate al richeſſe, 
Golde and treaſour he had eke in diſdapne: 
Left his crovone and his royal nobleſle, 

Ind chaſe to kepe ſhepe bpon a plapne: 

Ill wozldiy RIP wok to hun but vayne 
Ok melancolp, and froward pouertie 

Ended his life in great aduerlitye» 


fa ot ire and impacience, 
Fynally thus with hym it ſtode, 
Furiouſly in his great indigence, | 
Is wziteth Bochas howe he dzanke the blode 
Oka bul ſauagine and wode, 

Bitz toue enchauked: made no delaies 
Molt beltially ended thus his dayes: 


6 Che. xxb. Chapter. 
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of John Bothas. 


Lcaf.lvii 
Cot Bethe tar kynge'ofBabylone; 


and ho ꝛde Danieli ex powned f 
Mone Techell Ph a⸗ | 
res. % 


22 to Bocas 02 thathe was ware, 

N N As he ſate wzytyng wych full great 
aboure, 

IA: Babilon cam 


| great Balthaſar, 
es de his ſozowe and his langour, 
had miſuſed ful falſiy the treſour 
And the veſſels bzonght from Jeruſalem, 
Into Babilone, chefe citye ofhis reme; 


Foz ata ſouper with his loꝛdes al, 

Whan of the veſſels he dzanke mighty wines; 
Ind ſolemply late in his roial ſtal, 

Aud rounde aboute al his concubines, 
Phylolophers, magiciens, and diupnes, 
There came an hand, the byble doth aſſure, 
Ind on the wall gan wzyte this ſcripture, 


ane, techel, phares, wzytten in hys ſight, 
hough he the mening coceiued neuer a dele: 
Which on the wal chewed fayze # bzyght, 
Foz whole lentente auailed none appele; 
But the pꝛophet holy Daniel 

Fully expowned to Balthaſar the kynge; 
(The miſtery of this derke wzityng. 


This wozde Mane playnly a not to tary 

In latyn tonge betokeneth in ſuſtance, 

The dayes counted ⁊ rekened,the numbzarye 
Ok typ reigning a of thy great ſubſtance, 
And Techell (ovoneth a wapenge in balaũte, 
In token thy power # kyngdome by meſure, 
God hath payſed,they (al no whyle endure, 


"ues alſo betokeneth a bzeakyng, 
nromaine tong , in to peces (male: 
Foz thy power and frowarde rebelipnge, 


Hal from the hie be bzought in to the dale. 


This is holy wit and no fained tale, 
Foz whan pꝛinces wil not their life redzeſſe, 
God wyl vnwarely their ſurquedy repzeſle, 


Thou wert by tokens warned longe afoze, 
By many examples, the ſtoꝛy ye mape rede; 
By the fallyng of Nabugodonoſoze, 

And thou thereof toke ful litel hede 

The loꝛd to thank, haue his name in dꝛede: 
Foz whych thou Galt within a litel thzowe, 
Lole ſcepter # crowne & be bzought ful lowe, 


Let 


Let pꝛintes al thys ſtozy haue in mynde, 
And foz them ſelfe notably pz0uyde, 

And namely tho that ben to god vnkynde, 
Their concubynes foz to let a ſyde: 

And make vertue fo2 to be theys gde. 
Voyde lechery and falle pꝛeſumpcion, 
Which hath bzought lo many to diſtruction, 


Nabugodono ſoꝛ had repentaunce, 
And was reſtozed to his poſſeſſions, 

But god of ryght toke ſodapuly bengeaunce, 
On Balthaſar,foz his trauſgreſſions: 
LOyerfoze pe pzinces diſpoſe your reaſons 
After your mexites, to haue god merctable, 
Foz your demerites do fynde hym vegeable. 


Agaynft holy churche take no quarels, 

But aduertiſe in your inward ſyght: 

Foꝛ Balrhaſar that dꝛanke of tho veſſels, 
Stale fro the temple of very fozce à myght, 
He loſt loꝛſh yp and lyte vpon a night, 

So that the kyngdome of A ſſiriens 
Tranſlated was to Medes # Percies, 


The. xxvi. Chapter. 


CHowe Creſus and Balthaſar were van- 
qupched by Cyꝛus, and the ſonne of 
Creſusllayne at the huu⸗ 
tynge of a boze, 


x\}J) { LOzytyng of pzinces many a pitous 
kate, 


N Ext to Jhon Bocas within a thzow, 


He lawe king Creſus with other on the row, 


Lowlpy beſechyng his fallyng to tranſlate: 
Ind howe foztune agayne hym gan debate, 
And of his miſchefe doleful foz to rede, 

Foz to diſcriue, auone he gan pꝛocede. 


Foꝛ as it is remembzed in waityng, .- 
Is god and kynde lyſt foꝛ hym ozdapne, 

Of Lide he was gouernour and kynge, 
And lozdHyphadcthe ſtoꝛye can not fayne) 
Of many kingdoins moꝛe than one oz twain? 
Fame in that tyme ſo dyd hym magnify, 
That he was called floure of al chiualry, 


Ind he was alſo in hys tyme founde 

The moſt expert in werte x in bataple, 

Ind of ticheſſe was the moſt habounde 

And moſt extellynge in conqueſt to pꝛeuaple: 
Plenty of people, wyth royal apparaple, 
And with al this to his great auauntage, 


The ſetonde boke 


Numbze of childze tenblyſſe hys lynage, 


In the moſt higheſt ofhis royal ſee, 

And al was well a nothyng ſtode amis, 

Pet to amenuſe his ſelttite, | 

I dzeme he had, and truely that was thys: 
How that his ſonne which called was Jthig 
Was take from hym, & by mozral outrage. 
Slapne lodenlpe in his teudze age, 


This wo ful dzemedyd him great diſtres, 
And put his hert in great diſpapze, 
Standyng u feare #great heauines, 
Bycaule hys chylde,rendze,yonge, x fayze . 
Which that was bozne foz to be hys heyze 
Shoulde cauſeleſſe in ſuche myſchefe die, 
So as his dzeaine afoze dyd ſpecifye, 


Ok this pꝛoce ſſe to declare moꝛe 
How Creſus dzeme fulfylled was in dede, 
From Oiiznpus there came a wylde boze, 
Moſt furious and ſauagine of dzede, 

Wyth fomy tuſkes which fat gan him ſpede, 
Downe diicendyng a no where lyſt abyde, 
Tyl that he came in to the lande of Lyde, 


Ind gan diſtroy their frutes ⁊ their vines, 
Where euer he came in any maner place, 
Brake the nettes x the ſtronge lynes 

Of the hunters that dyd at hym enchace: 
But vnder ſuppozte of the kynges grace 
Hys ſonne of whom J ſpake tofoze, 


Gate him licence to hunt at this boze, 


Bys father Creſus demynge of this eaſe, 
There was nocaule of dzede in no maner, 
Though hys ſonne were pzeſent at the chaſe 
With other hunters ſuche game foz tolere, 
But aye foꝛtune wyth her doable there, 

Js redyeuer by (ome fatall trayne, _ 

At ſuch diſpoztes ſome milchefe to oꝛdapne. 


Foz one there was whych had gouernance 
Upon this chylde to wayte and to ſe, 
Chaſyng þ boze to ſaue hym fro mylchatice 
From al domage and aduerſite, 

With many luſty folke of that countre, _ 
With hoznes,hocides,* charpe ſperes groũde, 
Scekyng the boze tyl they had hym founde. 


Ind as they gan fierſly the boze enchace, 

He that was charged to be the chyldes gyde 
Is with his ſpeare he gan the boꝛe manace, 
The head not entred but fozth gan to Ar 
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Ind on the chylde whyth that ſtode beſyde 
Che ſtroke a lyght, and oz he dyd auerte 


The lperes heade role hym though the hert. 


But of this chylde whan þ deth was touth, 
Tolde and repoꝛted holy themanere, 

How he was ſlayne in hys tendze youth, 
Boꝛne to be heire vnto his father dere, 
Creſus fox ſoꝛow chaunged loke a chere: 
And foz conſtraint of dole in his vylage, 
Ye reſembled a very deade ymage. 


But euery ſoꝛowe by long continuaunee 
Itthe laſt it (umwhat muſt alwage, 
Fo: ther is none lo furious greuance 
Noz (0 moztal impoꝛtable rage, 

But long pzoceſſe yeueth him auantage? _ 
Imeane thus, there is none ſo great a ſozow, 
But it mought cele outher eue oz mozowe + 


Philoſophers concluden and dilcerne 
And by their reaſons recoꝛden by ſcripture, 
Thyng vpolent may not be eterne, 

Not in one poynt abydeth none auenture, 
Noz a ſoꝛowe map not alwape endure: 

#02 ſtoũdemele thzough foztunes variaunte, 
There foloweth iop after great greuaunce. 


The (020w of Creſus tho it were intollerable 
Ind at his hert the greuaunce ſate ſo ſoze, 
Syth that his dole was irrecuperable, 

And meane was none his harmes to reſtoze, 
Bochas waiteth of his wo nomoze: 

But of his fal howe he fyll in dede, 

To tel the maner fozth he Doth pꝛocede. 


Ind fo2a whylehe let his ſtyle aſpde, 

Ind his pzocefſe in party he fozbare, 

To ſpeke of Crelus that was kyng of Lyde 
Ind gan reſozt to wzite of Balthaſar: 
Agayne teherſynge oz that he was ware, 
Howe myghty Cirus of woful auenture 
Made on hym pꝛoudly a diſcomfiture, 


And as it is put in remembzaunce 
Ok Balthaſar to holde vp the party, 
Creſus wyth hym had made an aliaunce, 
With al his puiſſaunce & al his chpualry: 
is lyfe,his treaſoure, to put in icoparty, 
woꝛne in armes as bꝛother vnto bother, 
By Cirus vequyched the one after the other 


Both their miſchefe no lenger was delayed, 
Il be thatCreſug faught long in hys detence, 


 Cyzug commaunding by fur 
That Creſus ſhoulde by 
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He finally by Cyzus was outrayed, 

And depziued by knyghtiy byolence, 
Take in the feide there wag no reſiſtence, 
And rigorouſlye to his confuſion, 

With myghty fetters caſt in darke pziſon; 


And moze koencreaſe his gret aduerſite, 
A ſonne of his tendze a pong of age, 

That was dumbe from his natiuue, 
And neuer ſpake woꝛd in no maner iigage; 
ious outrage 

y vengeadle cruelte, 
By a knyght of Perce in pziſon headed be, 


And with his lwoꝛde as heganmanace, 
Creius to haue ſlapne wythout al reuerence, 
The dombe chylde there pꝛeſent in the place 
Which neuer had ſpoken, thus ſaidin audiece: 
Withdzawe thy ſtroke,# do no violence, 
Unto my loꝛde thy fame ſo to confounde, 
To llee a kyng that lyeth in pꝛiſon bound. 


The knight aſtonied hath his ſtroke fozbozne 


 Gretly abaGed in that darke habitacle, 


Wyych herde a chyld that neuer (pake tofozne 
Igaynſt his ſwerde tomake au obſtacle, 
Nan and tolde this marueylous myzacle 

To myghtyp Cirus, with euery circiſtatice; 
Hopyng therby to atempꝛe his greuaũce. 


But where as tyꝛauntes be ſet on cruelte, 
Their croked malice ful harde is to appeſe: 
So indurate is their miquite 

That al in vengeaunce is ſet their hertes eſe, 
(Them ſelfe reioyſinge to le fol ke in diſeaſe, 
Lyke as they were in their frowarde daũger, 
Clerely fraunchiſed fro god a his power. 


Thyscruel Cirus moſt vengeable ofdeſire, 
To execute his fel entent in dede, 

Let make in haſte ot fagottes a gret fyze , 
Ind gan thẽ kyndle wyth many coles rede, 
And made Creſus quakyng in his dzede, 


Foz to be take where as he lay ful lowe, 


nd bad men ould in to the fyze him thzow, 


But Jupiter whych hath his bengeacice ſeyn, 
Howe cruel Cirus with malice was attaynt; 
From heauen ſent a fempeſt and a reine, 
That ſodainely p hozrible fire was quaynt: 
Woful Creſus wb dzedful fyꝛe made faynt, 
Eſcaped is his furious moztall payne, 
God and foztune fozhym lyſt fo ozdayne, 


Li. This 


This aduenture in maner matuerlous, 

The hert of Cirus gan ſomvohat tenbzace, 
And cauſed hym foz tobe pitous 

Agayne Creſus, and granted him bys grace, 
Tooccupye whyle he hath lyfe and ſpace, 
The land of Lyde, except only thys thynge 
He Qoulde not after be called kyng. 


And thus of Lyde the kynge dyd fyne, 
Wyich toke his beginyng of one Ardiſius, 
And endured the ſpace of kynges uyne, 
Loke who ſo wyl the bokes tel thus: 
Hereof no mote but fozth vnto Citus, 

IJ wyl pꝛocede wyth al my buly cure, 

Foz to tranſlate hys woful auenture, 


Che. xxvii. Chapter. 


CHow the cruell tyzaunt Cirus delitcd 
euer inſlaughter and chedynge of 
blode, and lo ended, 


e pꝛe by dilcent to great A ſtiages, 
DEN Pooꝛzely bzought fozthe as is made 
| WH mecion, ; : 

And had al Aſie to his great encres, 
Holdyng that reigne by iuſt ſurceſſton, 

In longe quyete wythout rebellion, 

Tyl tyme he thought in ful frowarde wyle, 
The woꝛld was (mal to ſtaunch his couetiſe. 


He had an etyke moſt contagious, 

Fretyng vpon hym foz deſyze ok good, 

A d2op(y hateful and furious, 

Of froward cage that made his hert woode, 
A woluyche thurſt toſhede mines bloud, 
Which ouerthwarted by falſe melancoly, 
Yys royal cozage,in to tirannp. 


But whan he pzeſumptuouſly dyd entende 
To robbe x treue folke though his pytlage, 
God and foꝛtune made hymn to diſcende 

Ful ſodaynly fromhys royal ſtage, 
Demyng ofpzyde it was a great auauntage, 
To wyn landes of very foꝛce and myght, 
Cho in his cõqueſt were no tytle ot ryght, 


(To wyll he yaue holy the ſoueraynte, 

Ind aduertiled nothyng to reaſon; 

But pꝛeferred his lenſualite 

To haue loꝛdchyp and dominacion 

A boue ſad trouth and diſcrecion, 

Wyych cauleth pꝛintes frõ their eſtate roſal, 


The ſeconde boke 


O2 they be ware to haue a lodayne fall. 


Foz the loꝛdchyp of al Alia 

Migyt not ſuffile to Cirus gredineſſe, 

But thought he would tonquere Cithia, 
And there werre to encreaſe hys ryches, 
Though he no tytle had of ryght wylneſſe, 
Saue falle luſt vherofme choulde haue ruth, 
That wyl in pzinces choulde oppꝛeſſe truth, 


Fpꝛſt this Cirus al pꝛinces dyd excel 

Both in conqueſt, victoꝛp, a bataple, 

Ok golde @treaſure,as botes ot hym tell, 
Kyngdoms to wyn he dyd moſt pꝛeuaple: 
And yet two vyces dyd his hert aſſaple, 
Iyꝛſt couetiſe ener to encreale in good, 

With a deſire to ede mens bloude, 

Wyth two vyces he bzenned euer in one 
That neuer might from his hert twyn. 
Made a great army towarde Deptetrion, 
And caſt him pzoudly to ſet on and begyn 
Cithia the mighty land to wyn: 

Quene Thomiris there reigninge as J fynde 
Whole kyngdom ioyneth to Ethiope in Inde. 


Towarde the party whych is oꝛientall, 
The lee ot Surry ftoweth full plentuoug, 
Downe to the lee called occidentall, 

And ſouthwarderenneth to Caucaſus: 
And folke of Cithie that ben labozious 
Which tyi the land hath not to their liuing, 
But onely frutes which from therth ſpꝛing. 


The lande of Cithie is ryche foz the nones, 
Foz greyne a fruite a land ful couenable, 
Nyche of golde perle and pꝛecious ſtones, 
BKyght comodious and wonder dilectable: 
But a great party is not habitable, 

The people dzedful to bylde their mantions, 
Foz feare of deth bycaule of the gryffons, 


{The noble fame noz the high renoun 

Was not ferreknowe noz pſpꝛad aboute 
Df Thomiris quene of that region, 

Not of her nobleſſe within noꝛ wythout, 
Tyl that king Cirus with a ful great route, 
In to Cithia gan hym pzoudly dzeſſe, 

The hardy quene to ſpople of her richeſſe. 


But he her fame moꝛe to magnifie, 
Gan in great haſte with ful rich apparaple 
Ful pzudently aſſemble her chyualrp: : 

And toke a felde,ifhe woulde her * Os 


13 edy with him to haue a batayle, 
Ind of her meyny lyke as layth my boke, 
Unto her ſonne the thyꝛde parte che tode. 


Ind paue hym charge in the lame place, 
Hym ſelfe that daye to aquite lyke a knyght, 
Ind koꝛ tomete Cirus in the face 

And nothyng dꝛede with hym foz to ſyght: 
But whan kyng Cirus of him had a ſyght, 
Caſt hym that day the pong pꝛince oppꝛeſſe, 
Rather by wples than manhod oz pꝛoweſſe. 


Fyiſt he let ſtuffe his large panilions 
With great plenty of dzinkes dilectable, 
Diuers meates and confections, 5 
Nounde aboute vpon euerp table, 

Ind in his meanyng paſſyng diſceyuable, 
Lyke as he had in maner dzedful be, 
Toke al his hoſt and gan anone to lle. 


This ponge pꝛince of meanyng innocent, 
Nothyng demyng.as by ſuppoſapyle, 

But 5 Cirus was with his meyny went, 
Ind fled foꝛ feare he durſt hym not aſſayle: 
And whan he founde ſuch plente of vytaple, 
He a his knightes thꝛough miſgouernaũce, 
To eate and danke ſet al their pleſaunce, 


They had of knyghthode loſt the diſciplyne, 
Foꝛſoke Mars x put hym out of ſyght, 

Ind to Bachus their heades gan enclyne: 
Goꝛge vpon goꝛge tyl it dꝛough to nyght, 
Ind pꝛoude Cirus came on the anonryght, 
With all hys hooſt they out of their armure, 
On beaſtial folke made a dilcomfiture, 


Cruel Cirus left none alpue, 

Of hygh noꝛ lowe made none ercepcion: 
They were to feble again his might to ſtriue, 
Fo: chefe cauſe of their diſtruction 

Was dꝛökenneſle, whych voydeth al reaſon , 
Ind wyle men rehercen in ſentence, 

Where folke be dꝛonken there is no reſiſtence. 


And whan thrs ſlaughter by relacion 

Repoꝛted was, t brought to the pzeſence 

Ok Thomiris quene of that region, 

 Untoherhert it dyd ful great offence: 
But of ire and great impaciente 

Seyng her ſonne ſlayne in tendꝛe age, 

Foꝛ ſoꝛow almoſt che fyll in to a rage. 


But faꝛ al her woful deedly payne, 
She chewed no token of feminite: 


of John Bochas. 
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But of pzudence her weping gan reſtrayne, 
And caſt her playnly anenged foz to be 
Upon kyng Cirus,and on his cruelte, 
Sente out meyny to eſpyen his paſſage; 
IfSehymfynde myght at auauntage. 


And with her meyny gi feyne a maner flight, 
Up to the mountayns dzedful x terrible, 
Ind Cirus after gan haſte hym anon ryghte, 


In hope to take her if it were poſſible: 


Imong whiche hilles moꝛe than it is credible 


Bencraggy roches moſt hideous of entayle, 


Perilous of paſſage,# voyde of al vitayle, 


And Cirus ther kyl in greate daunger, 


Al vnpurueped of dꝛogemen oꝛ of g7de: 

To foſtre his people vitaile was none ther, 
Erryng as beaſtes vpon euery ſyde. 

And they of Cithie gan foꝛ hym lo pꝛouyde, 
Wherof their quene god wote was ful fayne, 
At great miſchefe pal his men were llaine. 


None ot al was taken to raunlon, 
Not he hym leife eſcaped not her boundeg, 
Such wapte was layde to they: diſtruction , 
And he thzough perced with moztal woundes, 


On peces rent as beares ben with hoüdes, 


The quene cõmaũding whi he lay thus toꝛne 
To her pꝛelente his body to be bozne, 


Fyꝛſt che hath charged to ſmyte of his heade, 
Whan the hath thus the bictoꝛy of hym won: 
Ind in a bath that was all blode red, 

She gan it thzowe within a litel tonne: 

Ind ol dilpite ryght thus he hath begonne 
Molt tirauntly in her woful rage, 

To dead Cirus to haue this langage: 


O thou Cirus that vohylom were ſo wode, 
And ſothzuſtlewe in thytiranny, 

Agayne nature ſo to ſhede mannes bloud, 
So woluythe was thyne hate ful dzopſy, 
That merey none myght it modefye, 

Thine etyke ioyned gredy and vnſtable; 
With thzuſt of ſiaugyter aye to be vengeable. 


It is an hozrour in maner foꝛ to thynke, 
So great a pꝛince rebuked toz to be 

Ok a woman, mannes blode to dzinke, 
Foz to diſclaund2e his roial maieſte, 

But gladly euer vengeable cruelte | 
Of ryght requireth wyth vnware violence, 
Blod chede foz blode iuſtly to recompence, 


L. i. 


Of 


The ſeconde boke 


Of myghty Citus the imperiall nobleſſe 
Was by a woman vequyched x bozne doune, 
God made her chaſtiſe his furioug wodnes, 
Ind foz toppꝛeſſe his famous high renoun: 
Foꝛ where vengeaunce hath dominacion, 
838 pzinceg,playnly to deuple 

th vn ware troke god can thẽ chaſtiſe. 


Thende of Cirus can bere ful wel reco2de; 
How god wſtandeth folke Þ ben vengeable, 
Loꝛdchyp a mercy whan they ben at diſcozde, 
Night wyll not ſuffer their Nate to be (fable: 
And foz this Cirus was lo vamerciable, 

He with vnmercy puniſhed was tn dede, 
Deth quyt foz deth, lo here his final mede. 


In (laughter # blode he dyd greately delpte 
Fo: in tho twapne was his repaſt in dede, 
He founde no mercy his begeaunce to reſpyte 
Where he founde matter any blode to chede, 
Such toy he had by deth to ſe folke blede ; 
And fox the (yght did him ſo much good, 

His fatal ende was foz to lwym in blode. 


Lohere thexequies of this mighty king, 

Lo here the ende of his eſtate royal, 

There were no flames noꝛ bzondes ſhinynge 
Tobzen his body with fires funeral, 

No: obſeruaunces no2 offringes marciall, 
Noz tombe of golde with ſtones rych # kpne, 
Was none ozdained to make with his zine. 


Epitaphie ther was none red noz longe 

By no poete vopth their poetries, 

Noz of his triũphes there was no bell ronge, 
No: no wepers with ſobbynge tragedies; 
None attendaunce but of hys enemies, 
Which of hatred in their cruell rage, 

Caſt out his carayne to beaſtes molt ſauage. 


Lohere of Cirus the finall auenture, 

Which of al Alie was whylom emperour, 
Now lieth he abiect without lepulture, 
Ofhigh noꝛ low he founde no better fauoure: 
Lohere the fyne of al wozldly labour, 
Namely of tiraunts which lyſt not god dzede, 
But let their luſt to flaughter a blodehede , 


Lenuoye. 


K. noble pzynces conſidze in youre 
iyghte 


The fine of C ixus pitous a lamẽtable 


How god punicheth of equitie x ryght 
Tirauntes echone cruel aud vengeable; 

Foz in his ſygyt it is abhominable 

That a pꝛince, as philoſophers waite, 

In ſlaughter of men choulde hym lel fe delyte. 


This ſaide Cirus was a full manly knight 
Ju begynning ryght tamous and notable, 
Nature yaue him lemelineſſe # myght, 
Foz in conqueſt was none ſene moze able, 
Tyl tiranny the ſerpent diſceyuable 
Merciles his cozage dyd atwite, 

In ſlaugyter of men whan him gan delite. 


Wherefoze ye pzinces remebze day a nyght, 
Taffozce your nobles d make it pardurable, 
To get you fauour & loue of every wyght, 
Which al your ſtates cõſerue a kepe table; 
Foz there is conqueſt none ſo honourable 
In gouernaunce, as vengeaunce to reſpite, 


Merey pzefcrring in laughter not elite, 


The. xb. Chapiter. 


CHowe Xmiliug foz couetyſe ſlough his bꝛo⸗ 
ther, and Remus and Rumalus nouri⸗ 
Ged by a wolfeg. 


ter king Cirus Bochas did eſpy 
Two wozthy bzethern wyth faces pi⸗ 
tous, 

Bozne by diſcent to reigne in Albanpe, 

Both of one father the ſtozy telleth vs; 

The one of them called Jmuliug | 
And to remembze the name of that other, 
Numitor ycalled was his bzother 


They had a fader whychenamed was Pꝛo⸗ 
Kyng of p land the ſtozy doth deuiſe, (chag, 


After whole deth playnely thys is the caſe, 
Imulius foz falſe couetiſe, 


His bꝛother ſlough in ful cruel wyſe, 
That he vniuſtiy by falſe tiranny 
Might haue the kingdom alone of Albany. 


This Albanp by diſcripcion 
Like as Bochas affirmeth in certeine, 
2s a citye not ferre fro Rome toun, 

et on an hyl beſide a large pleine: 
The building ſlatelp, rych dt well beſeine, 
Stronge walles with many a high toute, 
And Alcanius was fyzite thereof foundour, 


Which called was in his foundacion, 


Jlba- 
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Albania foz the great whytnes, 

There kynges after by ſucceſſion | 
Named Flbanots pꝛintes of great nobles, 
Ind by dilcent the ſtoꝛzy beareth wytnes 
From kyng Pꝛochas recoꝛde on bokes olde, 
Came thele.ii.bꝛethꝛen Rea their ſuſter told. 


Numitoz ſlayne as made is mencion 

The kyngdom occupied by Imuliug, 
Ind Rea entred in to religion, 

Foz to be wympled in that holy houſe, 
Sacred to Ueſta wyth virgyns glozious, 
There foꝛ to abyde #be contemplatife, 
With other maydens duryng al her iyfe. 


And thys was done whyle che was yonge of 
By her brother, of falſe entencion, (age, 
That ſhe choulde haue no maner heritage 
No2 tlapme no ticle in that region, 

Ok her kynred by none occaſion: 

But ſtande pꝛokeſſed in virginitye 

Tofoze Ueſta,andliue in chaſtitie. 


pet not withſtanding her virginal clenneſſe, 
She hath conceyued by natural myꝛacle: 
Gan to encreale in her holynes, 

Whoſe wombe aroſe, in kide was no obſtacle, 
Agapne ſuch bolnyng auapleth no triacle: 
But the goddes fozher (o dyd oꝛdapne, 

That che at ones had ſonnes twapne. 


The temple of Ueſta ſtode in wilderneſſe, 
Where Kea had holy the gouernaunce 

Ok pꝛieſtly honour done to the goddelle, 
Wyth many ſtraunge vncouth obſeruaiice; 
But by her bzothers moꝛtall oꝛdinaunce, 
Her yong ſonnes might not be ſocoured, 
But caſt out to beaſtes to be deuoured. 


But a ſhe wolfe whych whelped had late, 
To yeue the (oke dyd her bulineſſe, 
By god oꝛdained oꝛ by ſome heauenlp fate, 
The to conſerue fro deth in their diſtres: 
Foꝛ holy waite plainly beareth wytnes, 
God can defende as it is well couth, 
Childzen fro milcheke in their tendꝛe pouth. 


But in this whyle this ſayd Imulius, 

That was their vncle,as made is mencion, 
Igapne his (ufter frowarde and furious, 
Made her be yt in a ful derke pꝛilon: 

And there coinplaynyng the diſtraction 
Okher two childzen bone to her reptefe, 
Foz very (0zow dyed at great myſchefe, 


Leaf.littt 
Theſe ſayde thyldzen deuopde of al refute 


Beſpde a rtuer lay pitiouſly crying, 


From al ſocourenaked and deſtitute, 
Except a wolues vpon them waityng 
At whoſe wombe ful ſtyl they lay (oubyng, 
Unto nature a thyng contrarioug, 
Childzen to ſouke on beaſtes tauenous. 


But he that is loꝛde ot euery creature - 
Ryght as hym lyſt can both laue # ſpyl, 
And beaſtes which ben rage of their-nature 
He can aduert,# make them lye ful ttyl; 
Tigres a lions obedient at his wil: 
The ſame lozde hath made a fel woluefſe 
Unto twey childzen her bigges foz to dzeſſe; 


And whyle thys wolues had the in depole, 
Ther came an herde called Fauſtulus, 
Behelde their ſoukyng a ſaw the lye ful cloſe; 
Whych Geperde was of kyng Amulius: 
Caught vp theſechyldze the ſtoꝛy telieth thus 
And bzought the foꝛth with great diligence, 
Unto his wyfe that called was Laurence, 


Ind the fo2 loue dyd her buſy payne, 
Them to foſtre, tyl they came of age, 
Gaue them ſouke ofher bzeſtes wayne, 
Fro day to dape of hert and hole cozage: 
And they were called as in that langage, 
After theſtozye that one of them Remus, 
Ind the leconde was named Romulus. 


Of whych bzethern bzefely to termyne, 

Che towne of Rome toke o2iginal: | 

Ol taiſe diſclaundze fyzlt began that lyne, 
The rote out ſought ful vicious foiide at all, 
Clerely remebzed toʒ a memozial 

Their begynning grewe of ſuch incotinence, 
Is cierkes call Inceſtus in ſentence, 


Inteſtus is a thyng not fayze noz good 

After that bokes wel deuile conne, 

As treſpaſſyng wyth kyn oz wyth blode 

Oꝛ frowarde mediyng w her that is anonne: 
Aud thus the line of Kome was begon, 

Fo: ſlaughter, murder, and falſe robbzy 

Was chete begynnynge of al their auncetry; 


Df Couetyſe they toke their auauntage, 

Lyggers of waies and robbers openly, 

Murdꝛers alſo of their owne linage, 

= ſtronge theues gate to their company, 

poiled al tho that paſt them fozby, 

Under chadowe of kepinge r age 1 
III | 


41 manet people they pzoudly dyd allaile. 


To flce marcharites they had no conſcience, 
And foz to mut dꝛe folke of enery age, 
Women to oppꝛeſſe of foꝛte and vyolence, 

In al that countre this was their vlage: 
Where they abode ther was no lure paſſage. 
And theſe two bꝛethern lytze as it is tounde, 
Fonde firſt p maner of ſpeares charpe groade. 


A lpeare in greke called is quiris, 
Ind loꝛ that cauſe the layd Romulus, 
As bokes lap, and ſotheiy lo it is 
He aftet warde was called Quitinus. 
Whicij W his bzother p called was Remus, 
Das in al thyng confederate à partable, 
That tofoze god was vicious # dampnable. 


Ind as it was accoꝛdynge to their life, 

Fo: lacke of vertue they tyll in great diffame, 
Jud atwene the ther was an vacoath dryte, 
Which of both ould peue the name 

Uto the citie, atwene erneſt and game, 
After theyz names Rome to be called, 
Tyas fyil the caſe afoze oz it was walled ; 


And therupon ful longe laſted their ſtriues, 
Which chould of them haue dominacion, 
Shewiag their titles and pꝛerogatpues, 
Wyo ould of them yeue name to the toun, 
Ind reigne as kyng in that region: 

There was no reaſon who chuld go befozne, 
Bycaule they were both at once bozne, 


But to fpniche their fraternal dyſco2de, 
They haue pꝛoupded atwene the anon ryght, 
Thus condiſcendyng to put the at accoꝛde, 
Nouther by fozce,oppzeſſpon,noz myght, 
That whych of them la we greateſt flyght 
Of byꝛdes flyeng high vpon an hyl, 

Should name the citye at his owne w pl. 


Ok this accoꝛde foꝛ to be wytneſſe, 

They w them lad a ful great multitude, 
Therot to peue a dome of right wilneſle, 
Both of wyſe and of people rude, 

Al at ones thys mater to conclude: 

Ind to an hyl called Auentyne, 

Thep ben aſcended this matter foz to fine. 


Ind byꝛdes (yxe to Remus dyd appere, 
By augury as they gan pꝛocede, 
Called vultures ful fierce in theit manere, 


The ſeconde boke 


But in numbꝛe the double dyd excede 
That Romulus (awe whan he toke hede: 
Wherof ther fyll a great contrauer(y, 
Which of the Goulde pꝛeuaple on his party, 


Thus firſt of al emus had a ſyght 
Ol ſixe birdes called Uultures, 

Ind foz to auaunte # pꝛefer hys right, 
He ful pzoudely put him ſelfe in pꝛees: 


But Komulus was not recheles 


His brothers clayme playniy to entrouble, 
Iftozeed hys title with the numbze double. 


Pet ot his purpoſe one of thE muſt fayle, 
Though it lo be that they euer ſtriue: 

But Romulus gan finally pxtuatle, -* -. 
And to the citye he fozth went blyue, 

And as auctours [lyſt echone dilcryue, 

And in their bokes as they ceherce al, 
After his name Rome he dyd it cal, 


Ind al foꝛeins to exclude out 

And agayne the to make ſtronge defence, 
Fyꝛſt he began to wal it rounde aboute, 
And made a lawe ful dzedful tn ſentence, 
Who clymeth the wal by any violence, 
Outward oz inwarde there is nomozeto ſey 
By ſtatute made he mult nedes dey, 


This was enacte by ful pla ine ozdinace 
In paine of deth which no man bzeke chal, 
But lo befpll Remus of ignozaunce, 

Wyich of the ſtatute knewe nothynge atal, 
Ok auenture went oacr the wal, 

Foz whiche a knyght oꝛdained in certayne 
The laide Remus hath with a ppkeis ſlapn. 


Dis bꝛother lyſt not in no maner wyſe 
Igaine the lawe to be fauourable, 

But aſſented parcel foz couetyſe, 

Upon Remus to be moze vengcable: 

Ok thys entent to make his reigne ſtable, 
That he alone myght gouerne # non other 
By no clapme bzought in by his bzother, 


Ind that the people ſhuld the moe delite 
{hereto abyde and haue poſſcſſton, 

Is olde auctours of Romulus do wzite, 
Within the boundes of the ſame toun, 
That he deuifed by great pꝛouiſion, 

In compas rounde ſo croniclers compyle, 
A teritozy that called was Alple. 
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This Aſylum by Romulus deuiſed, 

Das a plate of refuge and ſocours, 

Like a theatre with liberties fraunchiſed, 
Foz to receiue all fozayne treſpaſours, . .. 
Tyeues,murdzers,wayliggers,# robbourg 
By great reſozt within the walles wide, 
To foſter all bzybers 5 durſt no where abide; 


3nd with fled people fro diuers regions 
The citye gan to encreaſe and multiplye: 

Ind baniched folke of ſtraunge nations, 
To finde refuge thither gan them hoe. 
Ind thus by pꝛoceſſe gan their chiualry r, 
Firſt thzough tyzantesretcheles ot wozkyug 
Till all the woald obeyed their biddyng. 


Ok wil full fozce without title of right 
They bꝛought all people vnder ſubiection, 

A claime they made by bioleace and might, 
Ind tokeno hede of trouth noz reaſon, 

And the firſt auetour of their foundation, 
Was Romulus, that gathered all this route 
Within the citye and walled it about. 


And many day as made is mencion 
He had this citye in his gouernaunce, 
And was the firſt hyng crowned in that toun, 
Ind raigned there by continuaunce, 

Full manp peres, till the variaunce 

Of foztune thzough her falle enupe, 

In Campania made him foz to dye, 


Upon a day whan it gan thunder loude, 

His name fozeuer tobe moze magnified, 
Some bokes (ayche was rapt in acloude, 
High vp in heauen to be ſtellified, 

With other Gods ſtately deified, 

There to be ſtalled by Jupiters ſyde, 

Like foꝛhis knightes as Mars liſt pꝛouide. 


Lo here ofpanyms a falſe opinion, 

To Chꝛiſtes lawe contrary and odious, 
That tyzantes ould by falſe oppꝛeſſion 
Be called goddes oz named gloꝛzious, 
Vyiche by their liue were founde bycious? 
F 02 this plapne trouth J dare it well tell; 
They rather ben kiendes ful depe in hell; 


Fo: but in earth their domination 
Conueped be by vertuous nobles, 
Ind that their power and hygh renoun 
Be let on trouth and rightwilenes, 


tat. lxi. 


Like their eſtates in pzince oꝛ pzinceſſe, 
I dare allume ok them bothetwayne, 
Foz vycious liuinge they muſt endure payne; 


But whan they ben faythfull ofentent, - 
Right and trouthtuftlp to maintapne, 

And in their royall power be not blent, 
Wꝛonges redzeſſyng and poꝛe folke ſuſtene, 
Andſocontune with conſcience ſo dene 
Such life moze rath than pompeof warres, 
Shal make the rargne in heuẽ aboue þ ſtars; 


Foz whiche let pzinces vnde rſtand atones, 
And wozidly pꝛimteſſes W all thetr tiches, 
Chat their high homes fret W riche tones, 
To heauen their paſſage dothe not dzeſſe, 
But vertuous life. chatitpe, and mekenes: 
Whan they lift pꝛide out of their hart arace, 
That cauleth the in heauen to winne a plate. 


There is no moꝛe ſtraunge abuſion, 
Ne tokoze god greater ydolatry, 

Than whan pꝛinces liſt catche affection 
Creatures fal ſiy to deifye, 


By collulion bzought in by ſozcery, 


Now god defende all pꝛinces well diſpoſed, 
With ſuche falſe craft neuer to be enopled. 


And thetrepen by none illuſſcns 

Be not avieugled neither with hoke no2 line, 
Noꝛ by no boytes of falle inſpections 
Wꝛought by Cyzenes by dzinke oz medicine, 
Whiche of their nature reſemble to a ſh2ine; 
(Thzough riches outward a beauty ſoueraine 
And who loke inwarde be line to a caraine, 


God ok his grace amende all ſuche outrage, 
In noble pꝛinces, æ laue thẽ from ſuch werte 
And them enlumine diſpoſyng their courage 
In luche falſe woꝛchyp they no moze ne erte: 
Like to Argus that they ſene a ferre, 
That no falſe fagyng caule the to be blynde, 
Gods noz goddeſſes ts woꝛchip againe kynd, 


Ind though Komains did woꝛchip a honoz 
To Romulus by a conſtraynt dzede, 


Let no man take example ot᷑ their errour, 
But to the loꝛde whole lides were made rede, 


To laue mankinde and on a troſſe was deed, 
Wb 2 — — Dd 

ch can the quite better than they deferne 
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C The.xrix. Chapter, 


tx Howe Mecius kyng of Albanoys bepnge 
24 ffuraunce, was 


falle of his othe and a 
dzawen into pieces. 


Ext Romulus W teares al beſpzaint, 
Unto John Bochas apperedMectus, 
© w Ofchereandloke of his pozt faynte, 
His fall declaryng frowarde # dilpitous, 
And he was called eke Dufficing, 

Lowe of byꝛthe and\imple in vpgrowyng, 
Of Albanoys tyll foxtune made him kyng. 


Again whole pꝛide the Romains gan warrey 
Full mightely oppzefſyng his countree: 

Ind foz kyng Mecius lift them not obey, 
They caſt them fully auenged foꝛ to be, 
Becaule his byzthe was but ot lowe degre, 
And was riſen vp vnto eſtate royall, 


They the purpole to peue him a ſodayne fall. 


Haſty clymbyng of pouert ſet on hight 

Phan wꝛonge title maketh him to alcende, 
With vuware peyſe of his owne might 

A ſodaine fall maketh him to dilcende, 
Whan he liſt not of (urquedy entende 

Fro whence he came,noz him lelfe toknowe, 
Till god a foztune his pope hath ouerthzow, 


Fozthts Mecius of pzeſumption, 

Thought again Komapyns his pzide might a- 
Gan warte againe the by rebellion, (uaile, 
Was not feartull their nobles to aſſaple, 
Till on a day was ſigned a battaile: 

Bothe their hoſtes within a felde tomete, 

To take their part be it ſoure oz (wete, 


hat tyme in Rome raigned Yoſtiliug, 
A manly man and a ful wozthy knyght, 

T wene him concluded and kyng Mecius 
hep twayne to mete in ſtele armed bzyght, 
Foz bothe battaples totrye out the ryght, 

By iuſt accozde and therin not vary, 

(Tye party vapnquiched to be tributary, 


And wholy put him in ſubiection 

LOttyout entreatyng oz any moze delay, 
And finally foz Moꝛt concluſion 

Kyng Hoſtilius the triumphe wan that dap, 
That Albanops coulde not ſap nay, 

But that Komayng as put is in memozy, 
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By linguler battayle had wonne the victozy, 


Thus had Romapns firſt poſſeſſion 

Df Albanops, to obey them and to dzede, 
Wecius yelded and ſwoꝛne to the toun 
Neuer to tedell foꝛ fauoure ne fo2 mede, 
But fo2 he was double founde in dede 
Ok his alluraunce,and falle to their citie, 
He was chaſtiſed anone as ye all ſe, 


Agapnſt Fidinates a countrey of Jtaile, 
King Yoſtilius foz their rebellion, 

Caſt he woulde mete them in battaple, 
Foz common pꝛokite and foꝛ diſfenſion 
Bothe of his citye and ot his ropall toun: 
And foꝛ to affozce his party in wozkynge, 
Ol Flbanoys he ſent vnto the kynge 


To tome in haſte with his whole chyualry, 
And rarynot in no maner wile, 

But makehim ltronge to ſuſtaine his party, 
Like his beheſt as pe haue hearde deuiſe. 
But kyng Mecius full fal\ly gan pzactice, 

A fleighty treaſon and a couert wyle, 
Agapnlt his pzomiſe the Romapns to begyle, 


Pet he outwarde pꝛetendyng to be true, 
Came to the felde with æ full great meynp, 
Liuyng in hope to ſe ſome chaunges newe 
That he on Rome might auenged be: 
And ſpecially that he myght ſe 

Kyng Hoſtilius of frowarde enup, | 
That day outrayed with all his chyualry. 


Firſt when he law the Romapns enbattailed 
And Fydinates on that other ſide, 

Their wardes ready foz to haue aſſayled, 
Hecouertly did on an hyll abyde, 

And tonoz fro lyſt not gonoz ryde, 

Noꝛ his perſon put in ieopardy: 

But who was ſtrongeſt to holde on þ partye. 


Wherof the Romapns fyll in ſuſpection 

Ol kyng Mecius whan they toke hede, 

Tyli Hoſtilius of hygh diſcrecion 

(Thzough his knighthode put thẽ out of dzede, 
And gan diſſimule of Mecius the falſehede, 
And to comfoꝛt his knyghtes of entent, 
Sapd what he did, was done by his aſſent, 


e was full lothe that his chyualry 

hould know the effect of Mecius treaſon, 
Whiche cauſe myght in all oꝛ in party, 

Full greathindzyng by ſome occaſion, 
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To deme in him fallenes oz treaſon: 
Pet of trouth the ſtoꝛy beareth witnes, 
Ill that he ment wag vntrouth and falſeneg. 


Thug of manhode and ofhigh pzudence 

Ye to his knyghtes yaue hart # hardines, 
Made them ſet on by ſo vpolence 
That he the felde gate of high pzowes 

On Fidinates, bzought in ſo great diſtreſſe 
And ſo outrayed of fozce on euer ſide, 
Tofoze Romapns that they ne durſt abide, 


And whan Mecius ſaw them thus outrayed 
By amaner of fayned falſe gladnes, 

Like as he had in hart be well apayed, 

To Hoſtilius anone he gan him dzeſſe, | 
Him ſelfe reioplyng by counterfayte likenes: 
And foꝛ his meanyng playnly was conceiued 
So as he came,tyght ſo was he recepued, 


Thus whan MWecius Code in his pzeſlence 
With a pzetence of faithfull ſtablenes, 

And all the appoꝛt of trouth in apparence 

He chadowed hath his expert doublenes, 
Under ſote hon couert bitternes: 

Frendly vylage w wozdes \mothe & playne, 
(Tho mouth & hart departed were in twaine. 


But Yoſtilius hath all his fraude eſpied, 
And his compaſſed falſcnes and treaſon, 
Ind therupon hath iuſtly fantaſied 
I paine accozdyng ypeyſed of realon, 

Hum to puniſhe by a double paſſion: 

This to mean, like as he was deuided, 

2 double tozment fo2 him he hath pꝛouide d. 


This was his dome and his fatall payne 

By Hoſtilius contriued of juſtice, 

His fete, his armes, atwene charets twayne 
Naked and bare the ſtozy dothe deuile 

To be bounde and knit in trauers wile, 
Contrariouſly the hozſe to dzawe and hale, 
Tyll all his body were rent on pietes (mall. 


And right as he was cauſe of great trouble, 
Founde aye in dede moſt full of variaunce, 
Therfoze his payne was in maner double, 
Right as him ſelf was double in gouernaũce 
Falle of his othe, ot᷑ heſt, and aſſurgunce, 
Ind double in menyng as he hath perſeuered 
So in his ende his mebzes were dilceuered. 


Bis fete were dꝛawe from the head alunder, 
There was no ioynt with other foz to abide; 


Leaf.lrit, 


Here wat à legge and an armelayyonder, 
Thus eche member frb other gan deuide 
And fo2 he coulde holde in outher ſyde, 
By falſe pꝛetente to outher party true, 
Him to chaſtice was founde a payne newe. 
The xxx. Chapter. 
t>A Chapiter howe paynees choulde of theit 
othes and pꝛomiles be true, auordyng 
all doublenes and de⸗ 
ception, 
O here the endeof double falle meanyng 
Whi woꝛde # hart be contrarioug: 
Othe and beheſt falſe founde in a kyng, 
Ok Albauoys as was this Mecius, 
O noble pꝛynces pꝛudent and vertuoug, 
Let neuer ſtoꝛy after moge reco2de 
That woꝛde a dede choulde in you diſcozde, 
Foz kyng Metius variaunt of courage, 
Whole inward me nig was euer on trea(s ſet, 
Traynes contriuyng with a fayze vyſage, 
His thought,his harte, w double cozdes fret, 
By Bochas called diſceyte & falſe baret: 
Whiche vyce dilcriuyng concludeth of reaſon, 
Fraude of all fraudes is falſe deception, 
Foz with a face flatteryng and peacible, 
zetendyng trouth bnder falſe pleaſaunte, 
th his panteris perillous and terrible 
Trappeth innocentes w gryns ol miſchaũce: 
Imeane dilceite, that w her countenaunce, 
Folkes englueth (imple and retcheles, 
And than warreth vnder a face of pees. 
—— of pꝛynces famous x honourable, 
ath ben diſceaued by this traytoureſſe, 
And folke moſt pzudet in their eſtate notable 
ath be diſtroubled by ſuche doublenes: 
nd many a knyght victoztous of pzowes, 


Hath ben entryked foz all his bygh renoun, 


By traynes founde of diſceyte # treaſon, 


Dilteyte deceyneth a ſhalbedecepued, 

Foz by dilcepte who is diſceyuable, 

Though his diſceytebe not out perceyued, 
Co a diſceyuoure diſceyte is retournable: 
Fraude quit w fraude is guerdon conenable 
Foz who with frande fraudulent is found, 
To a defrauder fraude wyll aye rebounde. 


C che. xxxi. Chapter. 


Of 
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Ot kyng Hoſtilius that firſt weared pur- 
| ple ity =" with fiery 
euin. 


Hat ſhoulde J moze of diſceite endite, 
W Touching the fraude of byng Metius, 
Foz I me caſt now finally to wzite 
The fatall ende of kyng Yoſtiliug: 
Whiche was the firſt as ſayth Ualerius, 
Jn Rome citye that auctours knew, 
Among kynges that weared purple hewe. 


But after all his tryumphall nobleſſe, 
And many vncouth knightly high empꝛiſe, 
Foꝛtune to appall the pzyſe of his pzowelle, 
Made him to be in full frowarde wile, 
Retcheles and ſlowe to do ſacrifice, 

To Jupflter, foz whiche ſent from heuin, 
He vas conſumpt with lodaine firy leuin, 


Here men may ſe the reuolutions 

Ol foꝛtunes double purueyaunce, 

How ß moſt mighty of Romapne champions 
Baue ſodainly be bꝛought vnto miſchaunce: 
And their outrages to put in rememb2aunce, 
Great conqueſt turned to wo fro toye, 

Fo: a rebuke J ſende them this lenuope. 


C Lenuoy, 
Ome remember of thy foundacion, 
And of what people thou toke thy bes 
giunpuge: 


Thy buildyng gan of falſe diſſencion, 

Of laughter, murdze, à outragious robbing 
Peuyng to vs a maner knowlegyng 

A faiſe beginnyng auctours determine, 
Shall by pꝛoceſſe come vnto rupne, 


Where be thy ẽperoꝛs moſt ſouerain ofrenoun 
Ringes exiled foz outragious liupng: 
Thy Senatours with wozthy Scipion, 
Poetes olde thy tryumphes rehearſyngz 
Thy laureat knightes moſt ſtately ridyng 
nhigh honour : fo al their noble line, 
8 by long p2ocelle bzought to rupne. 


here is now Ceſar that toke poſſeſſion 
Firſt ofthe emp yꝛe the tryumphe blurpynge⸗ 
Oz where is Lucan that maketh mencion, 
Ok all his conqueſt, by ſerious wzityng: 
Octauian moſt ſolemnely raignynge 
Where is become their lozdſhyp oz their lyne, 
P2ocelle of yereg hath bꝛought it to rupne. 


Where is Tullius chefe lanterne of thy toun, 
In rethozke all other ſurmouatyng: 
Wozall Senet oz pꝛudent ladde Caton 
Thy common pzofite alwaye pzeferrynge 
Oz rightful Traianmoſt iuſtiy in his deming 
LOhiche on no party liſt not to deciyne, 


| But long pzocefle hath bzought all to ruyne. 


LObhere is the temple of thy pꝛotection 
Made by Uirgul, moſt curious of buyldyng: 
ꝓ mages erect of euery region 

Wyan any lande was founde rebellyng 
(Toward that part a ſinal bell heard ringing, 
To that pꝛouynce the ymage did enclyne, 
Which by long pꝛoceſſe was bzought to ruyne 


Where is alſo the great extoꝛcion 

Of conſules and pzefectes oppzeſſpng: 

Of Dictatours the falle collulion: 

Of Decemuir the frowarde dilcepuynge 
The great outrage in their liupngz 
Ofallecheone the odions tauine, 

Hath by pꝛoceſſe thein bzought vnto rupne. 


Where is become thy dominacion, 

Thy great tributes,thy treaſures <ynyng, 
The wozlde all whole in thy (ubtection, 
Thy \wozd of vegeaunce al people manacing 
Euer greadp to encrele in thy gettyng 
Nothing by grace whiche that is diuine, 
Which hath the bzought by pzoceſle to ruyne, 


In thy moſt hygheſt exaltation, 

Thy pꝛoude tyzantes pꝛouinces conquering, 
To god contrary by long rebellion, 

Goddes, goddeſſes, falſely obciyng, 

Aboue the ſtarres by (urquedous climbyng: 
(Till vengeaunce thy nobles did vntwyne, 
With new complaintes to ſhewe thy rupne, 


Lay downe thy pꝛide and thy pzeſumption, 
Thy pompous boſt, thy lozddſhips encreaſing, 
Confeſſe thine outrage # lay thy boaſt adoun, 
Ill falſe Gods playnly defiyng, 
Lift vp thine hart vnto the heauenly kyng, 
Whiche W his bloude thy ſoꝛowes fo2 to fyne, 
Hath made thy raunſum to laue the fro ruyne 


From olde Saturne dꝛawe thine affection, 
His golden wozlde fully delpilyng, 
And from Jupiter make a digreſſion, 
His lilueren tyme hartely dilpꝛaplyng: 
18 agayne w will and whole meanyng, 
o hun that is 1ozde of the ozders _ 75 
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Wyiche mekelp dyed to ſaue the fro rune; 


{tr hough Mars be myghty in his aſſention, 
By influence victozies diſpolyng, 

Ind bzight Phebus yeuethconlolation 
To wozidly pzinces their nobles auaunſing: 
Foꝛlake their rightes and thy falſe offryng: 
And to that lozde bowe downe thy chyne, 
Whiche ed his bloude to laue the fro tuyne. 


Winged Mercury chiefe loꝛde and patrone 
Of cloquence and of fapze (peakyng, 
Fozſake his ſeruite in thine opimon, 

Ind lerue the loꝛde that gouerneth all thyng, 
The ſterred heauen the ſpheres eke meauyng, 
Whiche foz thy ſake was crowned wb a ſpine, 
His hart ene pearced toſaue the froruyne, 


Caſt vp of Uenus the falſe deriſion 

Her fiery bzande her flatteries renupng, 

Of Diana the tran{ſmutacions, (dzepyng 
Nowe bzyght, nowe pale. nowe clere, nowe 
Of blynde Cupide the fraudulent mockyng 
Of Jun6,Bachus,Pzoſerpina,and Lucine, 
Foz none but Chꝛiſt map laue the fro rupne. 


Uovde of Cirſes the beaſtiall poyſon, 

Of Cy2enes the furious chauntynge: 

Let not Meduſa do the no treaſon 

And fro Gozgones turne thy lokyng, 
And let Sinderelis haue the in zepyng, 
That Chꝛiſt Jeſu may be thy medicyne, 
Agapne ſuche raſkaple to laue the tro tupne. 


tat. lxiii. 
Of falſe ydols make abiuracion, 

To Similachzes do no woꝛchyppyng: 
Maze thy reſozt to Chaiſtes paſſion, 

Whiche may by mercy redzeſle thyne erryng, 
Ind by his grace repare thy fallyng: . 

So thou obey his vertudus dilcipiyne 

Trull that he Gall reſtoze thy ruyne. 


Dis mercy is lurmountyng of forſon, 

Euer encrealeth without amenuſyng, 

Ape at full cche time and eche ceaſon, 

And neuer waneth by none eclyplyng: | 
Whan men liſt make deuoutly their rekening 
To leaue their linne # come td his doctrine, 
He ready is to kepe them from rupne. 


O Rome, Rome, all olde abuſion 

Ok ceremonies falty eng, 

Lay them aſide,and in concluſion 

Crye god mercy thy treſpace repentyng; 
Truſt he will not refuſe thy aſkyng, 
The to recepue to laboure in his vine, 
Eternally to ſaue the from rupne, 


O noble pꝛynces of high diſcrecion, 
Sithe in this woꝛlde is none abidyng, 
eyſe conſcience againſt wil and reaſon, 
ile ye haue lealure of hatt ymaginyng; 
Pe beate not hence but pour deſeruypng: . 
Let this conceite ape in pour thoughts mine, 
By example oł Rome, how all goth to ruyne; 


CThug endeth the ſeconde doke, 


ke a Pilgryme which p goeth on fote, 
nd w no hoꝛſe to releue his trauail, 
Hote,d2ye,wery,and may find no bote 
Of well colde whan thyz\t doth him aſſayle, 
Wine noz lycoure that may to him auayle: 
Right ſo fare J whiche in my buſines, 

No ſuctout kinde my rudenes toredzelle, 


I meane as thus, J haue no freche 
Out ofthe conduites of Calliope, 
Aoꝛ though Clpo in rethozyke no floyfe, 
In my labour foz to refrehe me, 

No2 ofthe _ in —_ thaile thee: 
Whiche with Citherea on Perna el, 
. — gaue me dꝛinke of thettwell; 


Noz of their ſpꝛynges clere and criſtallyn 
Chat ſpꝛange by touchyng of the Pegaſe, 
Their fauour lacketh my making to enlumin 
J fynde their balme of ſo great ſcarcite 

To tame their tunnes w lome dꝛop of plente 
foꝛ Poliphemus thzough his blyndnes, 
Hath in me darked of Argus the bzightnes, 


Our life here ſhoꝛt of wyt the great dulnes, 
The heay ſoule troubled with trauaple, 

Ind of memoꝛp the blaſyng bꝛotilnes: 

Dꝛede a vncunnyng haue made a ſtrong bat⸗ 
With werines my ſpirite to aſſayle, (taple 
Ind w their (ubtill crepyng in moſt quaynt, 
Path made my ſpirite in making foz to faint, 


Ind ouermoꝛe the fearfull frowardnes 

Of my ſtepmother called obliuion, 

Hath a baſtyle of fozyetfulnes, 

To ſtoppe the paſſage, # hadow my realon, 
That I myght haue no clere dyzection 

In tranſlatyng ofnewe to quycke me, 
Stoꝛies to waite ok olde antiquitie. 


Thus was J ſet and ſtode in double werre, 
At the metyng of fearfull wapes twayne, 
The one was this who euer liſt to lere, 
Where as good will gan me conſtrapne, 
Bochas to accomplyche foz to do my payne, 
Came ignozaunce with amanace of dzede, 
My penne to reſt, J durſt not pzocede, 


Thus my lelfe remembzyng on this boke, 
It to traunſlate J had vndertake, 

Full pale of chere aſtonied in my loke, 
My hand gan tremble, mp pen J felt quake, 
That diſpayzed J had almoſt fozſake 

So great a labour dzedefull x impoztable, 
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It to berkonne J founde me fo bnable. 


4 
Twone the reſidue ofthis great journey 
Andlittle therof that was begonne: | 
7 ſtode checkmate fo2 feare whan J gan ſe 
n my way how little J had ronnẽ, 


. to a man that fayled day and ſonne, 
nd-had no light to atrompliche his vyage, 


So fatre I ſtode abacke in iy paſſage, 


The night came on darked with ignozaunte, 
My wit was dull by clerenes to diſcerne 
In Rethozyke foz lacke of luſfiſaunte. 

(The toꝛches out # quenched was the lantern, 
And in this cale my ſtyle to gouerne 

Me to further J founde none other mule, 
But hardas ſtone Pierides and edule, 


Suppoꝛt was none my dulnes foz togye, 
Pouertie appꝛoched in ſtale crokedage, 
—— ablent and Philologie, 

y pur ſe ape lyght # voydeof all copnage, 
Bachus karre ok to glad my courage, 
In ebbe of plente, ſcarcete at full 
Which of an olde man maketh the ſpirite dull. 


But hope and truſt to put away diſpapꝛe, 
Into my mynde of new gan them dꝛelle: 
And chefe of all to make wether fapze, 
My loꝛdes fredom # bounteous largeſſe, 
Into mine hart bzought ſuch gladneſſe, 
That thzough releuyng ofhis benigne grace, 
Falſe indigence lyſt me no moꝛe manace. 


O how it is an hartly reioyſing, 

To ſexue a pꝛynce that liſt to aduertile 

Ok their leruaũtes þ faythful iuſt meanynge 
And lift to cõlider to guerdon their ſeruice, 
Ind at a nede lift them not delpyle: 

But fro al daũger Þ ſhould them noy oꝛ greue, 
Beth euer redy to helpe them and releue. 


And thus releued by the goodly hede, 

Ind th2ough the nobles of this moſt knightly 
All miſtes clered of diſpayze and dꝛede (man 
Truſt, hope, and fapth, into my hartran: 
And on my laboure anone fozthwyth J gan, 
Foz by cleare (uppozt of my loꝛdes grace, 


All fozapnes lettyng fro me J did enchace, 


Foz folke that vle to make great bpages, 


Whiche vnderfonge long trauell and labour, 


Whe thei haue don gret part of their paſſages 
Dk werines to allwage the rygoure, 


os 


Againſt 
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Againſt faintyſe to fynde ſome faucibe, 
Loke oft agayne parcell to be releue3, 
To ſe how muche their tournep is acheued. 


Cauſe why they ſo oft loke ageyne 
Backe ward turne loke,and eke vylage 

Js only this, that it may be ſeyne 
To them how much is done of their vage: 
Eke wery folke that gone on pylgrimage, 
Reſt them ſome while a full large ſpace, 
Laboꝛious (weate to wipe fro their face. 


Their heauy fardell among they cal adoun, 
At certaine boũdes to do their backes eale: 
At welles colde eke of entencion (apeale 
D2inke freche water their greuous thurſt to 
Oz holelum wopnes their appetite to pleale, 
Kekenyng the myles by computacions, 
Whiche they haue paſt of caſtels # of townes 


t doth them eaſe the number foz to know 
Þyth they began,ofmany great journeys, 
Df hye mountapns, and of valeyes lowe, 
And ſtraunge ligytes paſſyng by countreys, 
The vncouth buildyng of bozowesg and cities 
Counting þ diſtaunce fro townes a the (paces 
This is their talking at their reſtyng places, 


The reſidue and the lurpluſage 

They reken alſo of their labour commyng, 
(Thinke it is a maner auauntage 

(To haue and ſe a cleare knowlegyng 

Ot thinges paſſed, a thinges eke folowynge: 
Foz to their hartes it doth full great pleſauce 
Whan all (uche thing is put in remebzaunce, 


Ind ſemblably John Bochas as J fynde, 
Gan turne backe his loke and countengunce, 


And to remember appoyntyng in his minde 


To the ſtoꝛies rehearſed inſubltaunce, 

In his two bokes of loꝛowes diſpleaſacice, 
Him ſelte aſtonied marueilyng a great dele 
The fall of pꝛynces from Foztunes whele, 


Ok their vnhap as he dothe rehearce, 
Towarde the lelfe the cauſe dothe rebounde, 
Their climbyng vp the heauens foz to perce, 
. A 8 —1— ans — 
gredy etike doth them lelfe confou 
And the ir thirſt ol hauyng vnſtauncheable. 
Caulez i their nobles to be ſo variable. 


Bygh clunbyng vp of reaſon who tan le, 

Dulleth ol bꝛaines the memoziall, 

Blunteth the ſight ofhygh and low degre, 

Deuts from aloft ma eth them to haue a fal 
en laye of olde, who that conet all 

At the vnlet houre luche one ſhall not cheſe, 

But all his gadayng at once hall he lele. 


Foz wozldly folke whiche ſo hye aryſe 
yth the great peyſe of wozldlye abundatce, 
And with the weight ol frowarde couetile, 
Namely where Foztune holdeth the balaace, 
With vn ware turneof ſome vnhappy chacice, 
This ſtoꝛmy quene,this double Goddeſſe, 
Plungeth the downe from all their riches, 


Wherfoze Bochas hereof to make a pꝛefe, 
Sheweth to purpole a ſentence full notable: 
A clere example of ſuche vnware milchefe, 
Wiiteth of an auctour by maner ofa fable, 
Albe the menyng be full commendable, 

And well accozdyng in concluſion, 

To the clere * ol his entencion. 


0 
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C Hoppe Andalus doctour of 


Aſtronomp concludethhow Pꝛyntes ſhoulde not atwiteconſtel- 


Leaf.lrv, 


lacions noz Foꝛtune of their vnhappy fallyng, bye 
their demerites and vycious 
liuyng. 


¶ The firſt Chapter. 


N les whylom ag he dothe 
Den 


9, * pecify 

a bis youth whan he to ſchole 

* Therz was a doctour ol Alto 
> N ere 0 2 

8 nompe, 

Famous of cunnyng and right excellent, 

Ol vym rehearlyng choꝛtly in ſentment, 

His toy was moſt to ſtudy and wake, 

And he was called Andalus the blake, 


Be redde in ſcholes the meuing of the heauen, 

(The kinde of ſtarres and conſtellacions, 

(The courſe alſo of the planets ſeuen, 

Their influence and their mocions: 

And helde allo in his opinions, 

Che fall of pꝛinces the cauſe well out ſonght, 
Came of them ſelfe and of foztune nought. 


Noz the ſtarres was nothing to wite 

By their meuyng, noꝛ by their influence 
Noz Þ men qhould of right the heauen atwite, 
Foz no froward woyldly vpolence: 

Fo: this clarke there concluded in ſentence, 
How men by vertue longe may contune, 
From hurt of ſtarres oz of foztune. 


Their ovone deſert is chefe occaſion 

Of their vnhappe voho lo taketh hede, 

Ind their demerites vnwarely put thEdoun, 
Whan vycious life doth their bzydle lede: 
Courſe of foztune noꝛ of the ſtarres rede, 
Hindzeth nothing agapne their felicitie, 
Spyth of free chople they haue full libertye, 


God puniched linne in many maner wpſe, 
Some he chatliſeth fox theyz owne aualle, 
Men may of reaſon in\ſuche cale deuiſe, 
Sinne ape requireth vengeaũce at his taple: 
God of foꝛtune taketh no counſaple, 
Nox from her meuyng no man is moze fre, 
As clarkes voʒite, than is glad pouertee, 


A retcheles woman moſt vgly vnto le, 


And vnto purpoſe this auctour full notable, 
To his ſcholers there beyng in pꝛelence, 

Full demurelp gan reherſe a fable, 

With many a coloure of ſugred eloquence, 
Theron concludyng the ſame of his ſentence, 
(Tonching a ſtrife whiche he did expzeſſe, 
Atwene glad pouert,# this blinde goddeſſe. 


A diſputation bet wene Foꝛtune and glad 
N pouerte. 


Uod Andalus whilom of foꝛtune 


Qs ſtraite place there ſate glad pouert 
Whiche reſembled of loke # of figure 


At anarow metyng ofhye wapes thze, 
All to tozne,to ragged, and to rent, 
A thouſand patches vpon her garment, 


She was hydous bothe of chere and fate, 
And in ſemyng voyde of ſoꝛow and dꝛede: 
And by that way as Foꝛtune did pate, 

And of glad Pouert ſodaynly toke hede, 
She gan to ſmile and laught at her in dede, 
By a maner ſcoznupng in certayne, 

Ok her aray the had lo great dildaine, 


Whole froward laughter whã pouert did eſpp 
How che of her had indignacion, 
She role her vp ofhygh melancholp 
laynly to ſhewe het entencion, 
ithout good day oz ſalutacion, 
Doyng to Foztune no maner reuerence, 
Under thele wozdes, declaryng her lentency, 


O thou Foꝛtune moſte fole of foles all, 
LOhat cauſe haſt thou foz to laugh at me, 
Oz what diſdayne is in thyne hart fall: 
Spare not a deale tell on let le, 

Foz J full little haue ado with the, 

Ok olde noꝛ new J haue none aquaputaunce 
Neither with the noz wyth 1 1 


Ind whan Foꝛtune beholdeth the manere 
Ol glad Pouert, in her to tozne wede, 

And knew allo by countenaunte and chere, 
How Che of her toke but little hede, 

Like as che had to her no maner nede, 
The whiche thinges concepued and ſeyne, 
To pouerty che anlwered thus ageine: 


My (coꝛnekull laughter plainly was foz the, 
Wyan J the lawe lo megte, pale, and lene, 
Naked and colde, in great aduerlitie, 
Stabbed, ſcoꝛup, ſcalled, and vnclene, 

On batke and body as it is well lene, 

Many a beaſt walkein their paſture, 
Whiche day by day ol new thou doeſt recure, 


Hauyng nothing to wap in thy htad, 
aue a bꝛode hatte rent out ok nattes olde, 
Full of honger foz defaute of bzead, 
Slepyng on ſtrawe in the troſtes colde: 

And where thou comeſt as men map behold, 
Foz fear of the, chudzen them withdꝛa we, 
And many a dogge hath on thy laffe pgnaw. 


Co all eſtates thou art moſt odious, 

Men with the will haue no daliaunce, 

Thy kelovochip is ſo contrarious, 

Where thou abideſt may be no plealaunce: 
Folke hace ſo deedly thi froward acquaitaiice 
That finally J dare conclude of the, 

Where euer thou comelt thy telowyp me lle. 


Whan glad ponert gan plainly vnderſtand 
The rebukes rehearced of Foztune, 

The ride reaſons that che tokeon hande 
Whiche frowardlyp to her che did entune, 

As Pouert were a refuſe in commune, 

By the repꝛeues that Foꝛtune on her lapde, 
Fo whiche pouerte, repiyed agapne# laide. 


Foꝛtune( quod ſhe) touching this debate 
Wyiche of malice thou doeſt againe me take, 
Be well certaine touching my poꝛe eſtate, 

J of frewyll thy fauour haue fozlake, 

Ind though folke ſaye thou maieſt men ryche 
Pet had J leuer be poze wgladnes, (make 
Than with trouble poſſede great riches 


Fo though thou leme benigne #debonayze 
By a maner counterfaite apparence, 

Fatte and well fedde werounde chekes fay2e, 
With many colours ok trouth as in pretence, 
As therof fapth were very exiſtence, 

But vnder all thy floures offreſhenes, 


The thirde boke 


The ſerpent glydeth of chaunge x dankten 
And though thy clothing be of purple 1 
Dith great awaytyng of many chamberers. 
Of golde and petle eche day chaunged newe, 
Clothe of golde and lundꝛy frech attires, 
Ind in thine houcholde full many officers, 
Pet J dare well put in ieoparty 

With the;to pleate and holde champarty, 


Thus glad pouert gan waxe impoztune, 
Ok rhere contrary of loke and of langage, 
Agayne this ladye whiche called is Foztune; 
That of diſdayne che fill into a rage, 
Beholde quod che ol pouerte the courage 

In wꝛetchednes ſtandyng diſconlolate, 
How agayne me che is now obſtinatez 


She can not ſe how the ſtant outraped 
Farre from the fauour of my felicitte, 
Vet of pꝛide che is not diſmayed 

No2 lift not bowe foz to obey me, 
Though che becaſt in mendicite: 
Fartheſt abacke J do you well aſſure, 
Ju miſcyefe let ot any creature. 


But truely pouerte foʒ all chi truaundiſe 
Maugty thy pꝛide and thine outrage 

I Gall the puniche in full cruell wile, 
To make the loute vnder my ſeruage, 
Whiche relembleſt a deadly pmage 
That were newe rilen out ofhis graue, 
Jud yet of pꝛyde dar eſt ayenſt me raue. 


But whan Foztune had theſe wozdes ſayde, 
Glad pouerte gan fail in great gladnes, 
And agayne Foztune with a lodapue bzayde, 
She gan her conteit out ewe anderpzcſſe; 
Foꝛtune( quod che) though thou be a goddelle 
Called of foles yet learne this of me, 

From thy ſeruage J ſtande at libertie. 


But il I Gall algates haue ado 

With the in armes moſte cruell & bengeable, 
Touching the quarell 5 is atwene vs two, 
There is one thinge to me right comfoztable, 
That thy courage is flikeryng and vnſtable, 
And where an harte is in him lelfe deuided, 
Ulctoꝛy in armes foz hun is not pꝛouided. 


Me liſt nether flatter the noz fage, 

Noz the to anopnt by adulacion, 

Though flattety and fayned falle langage 

Ippꝛopꝛed be to thy condicion: Pr 
n 


And in diſpite of thy pzefumption, 
J haue fozſake of my fre voluntie 


Ill the trealures of wozldly vanitie. 


Whylom J was as thou haſt deuiſed 
Seruaunt to the, and vnto thy treaſours, 
But fro thy daungernow-Þ J am frafichiſed 
Scking of the nether foz helpe noz ſuccours, 
Manate kynges and mighty emperours, 
Fo2 glad pouerte late neither ſone 

With thy riches hath nothing to done. 


Fo: though thou haue embꝛated in thy cheine 
Woꝛldly pzinces and goodes tranſitozye, 
And ryche marchauntes vnder thy demeyne, 
Peueſt to knighthode conqueſt and victozy, 
The fadyng palme of laude and vaynglozy: 
But whan echone thy fauour haue recured, 
hi is glad pouerte fre frothy lure aſſured, 


All thy leruauntes ſtande vnder dꝛede, 
Quahyng foz feare of thy doublenes, 

Fo: neither wiſdome,fozce,noz manhede, 
Ftedome, bountie, loue, noz gentilnes, 

May in thy fauour haue no ſykerneſſe, 
They be lo poſſed w windes in thy barge: 
Where as glad pouert goth fre at his large. 


Thy manacyng dothe me no dureſſe, 

Whiche wozldiy pzinces dzeden euerychone, 
Thep may well quake foz loſſe of riches, 
But J glad ponerte therof deſire none: 

As flow # ebbe all woꝛldly things muſt gone, 
Fo after floudes of Foztunes tide, 

The ebbe toloweth and will no man abide, 


Flowe and ebbe to me both aliche, 

I d2ede nothing thy mutabilitee: 

Make who thou lilt either poze oz ryche, 
Foz I nothing will require of the, 

Nether loꝛdſhip noz great pꝛolperitie, 

Foꝛ with thy gyftes who that hath to done, 
Ok chaunges bzaydeth ofter then the Mone. 


Out of pouerte came firſt thele emperours 
That were in Rome crowned with laurere, 
Fredoin and larges made them firſt victours 
Cauſyng their fame to ſhine bzight and clere, 
Till couetile bzought them in daungere: 
Phan they offoly in their moſt excellence 

To thy doublenes did reuerence, 


_ Foz whan fredome a pzyncedothe fozſake, 
And couetile put awape largeſle, 


of John Bochas. 
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And ſtraptnes into houcholde take; 
Indnygard(yp erileth gen tunes, 
Than is withdꝛawe from their hye noble ſſe 
Che peoples hart, and plapneiy to deuiſe 
Ok their ſeruauntes fare wel al good leruite. 


All ſuche ſodayne chaunges in commune, 

In this woꝛlde vled now fro day to daye, 
Echone they tome by fraude of falſe foztune, 
Experience hath put at aſſay: + 


Loue, trouth, and fayth,be gone farre away; 


Ind if that truſt with pꝛynces will not tary; 
Little maruayle though the people barp. 


Foz thzough thy thaũges of fraudulect faire- 
There is now vled in euery region (nes 
Glad chere outchewed w couert doublenes, 
Under the curtayne of (imulation: 
Solecrete is now adulation, 

That in this woꝛlde may be noſurete, 

But if it reſt in glad pouerte. 


pet of thy perillous frowarde bariaunce 

A ſet no ſtoꝛe truely as fo2 me, 

Foz all thy frend(hyp tocludeth w miſchatice, 
With ſodayne miſchefe of mutabilitie: 
Which yeueth me hart to haue ado with the, 
Foz (uffiſaunce in my poze eſtate, 

Shal to thy chaũges (ay (odainly chekmate, 


Foꝛtune with anger almoſt diſpapꝛed, 
Ol thele woꝛdes toke full great greuaunce: 
Pouert quod ſhe) which maiſt not be apayzed 
But J now ſhew agapne the my puillaunce 
Men wouldlittle accompt my ſubſtaunce, 
O mighty pouerte, O ronge Yercules, 
Which againſt me putteſt thy ſelfe in pꝛees. 


Duppolelt thou it chould the auaple, 
Other by foꝛce oz by hardines 

To haue ado wyth me in battaple, 
Whiehe am ot conqueſt a ofhygh pꝛowes, 
In armes called lady and pzpnces: 

Foz there is none ſo myghty conqueroure 
That may pzeuayle without my fauour, 


Of thele wozdes pouerte nothyng aferde, 
Anlwerde agapne thus playnly in ſentence: 
Though J ne haue lpere,chelde,noz werde, 
Noz cholen armure to ſtande at defence, 
Pollar,noz dagger, to make reſiſtence, 
But bare and naked, anone it chalbe ſepne 
It thou w me dareſt wꝛallle on the pleyue. 
M. ii. Whiehe 


Phiche chal be done vader condicion 
Tyat none of vs ſhall him ſeite withdzawe, 

But ſtyll abide ofentencion ff 210 

Tliil he that vaiquiſheth oꝛdeined hath a law 

Such as him iliketh againſt his telawe; 

The whiche lawe Gall not be delayed 

To be accompliſhed on him that is outrayed, 


Of whole wozdes Foztune again gan ſmile, 
That pouert pꝛofered ſo pꝛoudly to allayle, 
And vpon this che ſtynt a little whyle, 

And to pouert che put thi 3 oppolaple. 
Who chall( quod Ge)be iudge of this battaile, 
O: yeue dome iuſtly atwene vs twayne, 

Ok this quateli that we (hall daraynez 


J aſke alſo another queſtion, 

Touchyng thy pzofer of furious outrage: 
LOhere as thou putteſt a condicion 

Ind a lawe with full pzoude langage, 
Where (halt thou fynde pledges oz hoſtage, 
To kepe the pꝛomiſe which thou doeſt ozdain 
Therof to abide the guerdon oz the payinet 


JF meane as thus if there be let alawe 
Atwene vs two, oz a condicion 
By lurety whiche map not be withdꝛawe, 
As v:der bonde oz obligation: 

But there is neither lawe noz reaſon 
Map bynde a begger if it be well fought, 
Vgan it is pꝛoued Þ he hath right nought, 


Tube ſecte of pouerte hath a pꝛotection 
From all ſtatutes to go at libertie, 
And from all lawe a plapue except ion: 
Than foloweth it if thou bynde the 
To any lawe that may contriued be, 
t were fraude playnely to endite, 
hich haſt right nought thy part p to acquite 


Thou art ſo feble if I tame therto 

That thou were bꝛought vato vtteraunce, 
Foz nopower whan that all were do 

Thou Gouide fapie to make thy finaunce, 
Bothe deſtitute of good and of lubſtaunce: 
And ſithe no lawe now thy perſon map coart, 
It were foly with luche one to teoparte, 


If Iwoulde compulle the to wzacke, 

To aſtze of the treaſure of kyng Darp, 

On that party thou ſtandeſt farre abacke, 
My payment ſo longe choulde tarys 
Indigence would the to vary: 

And if J woulde thy perſon eke compare 
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Atter all this as it is ſkyll and ryght, 


To Alpſaunder, thy ſydes ben full bare, 


And finally thou ſtandeſt in ſuche caag 
Ok miſery, wꝛetchednes, and nede, 
That thou mightelt of realon ſynge alas, 
Bothe fozſake of frendſh yp and kynrede, 


And there is none dare pledge the foz dzede: 


Pet like a fole (uppziſed with vaynglozy, 
Hopeſt of me to wynne the vyctozy. 


Nuod glad pouerte J doubt neuer adele 
That the vyctozy (all paſſe on my (ide, 
Pledge and hoſtages let them go, farewele, 
J alte no moze of all thy great pꝛyde, 

But to thende that thou wylt abpde, 
Pledge thy fayth, albe that ſome men ſayth, 
To truſt in foꝛtune there is full littlefayth, 


Ind foz my part in this hye empziſe 
Sith J haue pledges nether one no2 twapne 
More lure hoſtage can J not deuiſe: 
But if ſo be the victozy thou attayne, 
Than yelde # my body bound in a chapne, 
erpetually, like the condicion 
ith the to abyde fettred in pꝛyſon. 


Than Foztune laught moꝛe the che did afoze 
Wyan che law Pouerte ſopzeſumptuoug, 

In his aray all to ragged and to toze, 

Ind had neither rent, lande, ne houſe; 

It is (quod Ge)a thing contraryoug 

Unto nature, who that can aduert, 

To a begger to haue a ſturdy hart. 


And ik J the vainquiched in battayle, 

It were to me no wozchyp noꝛ aduauntage, 
What Gould thy body vnto me auayle 

The to enpꝛyſon ſtraytly in a cage: 

It Gould be a charge and a coſtage 

Thine empty wombe eche day to kyll, 


It thou mighteſt haue vytaple at thy wyll. 


And if J would my ſelfe to magnify, 
Token of tryumphe after my chare the lede, 
Men would deme it a maner mockery, 

And ſayin ſcoꝛue take of that fole good hede, 
How the a begger hath ouercome in dede, 
Fought with her foz to encreaſe her name, 
Which cõqueſt turneth to dilclaũder a ſhame. 


Pet whan Jhaue bꝛought the to vttraunce, 
My power chadowed and my great might, 
And thine outrage oppzeſſed by vengeaunce, 
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It chalbe couthe in enery mans ſyght, 


Out declared the great difference, 
Atwenethy feblenes & mp great excellence, 


Than to repꝛeſle thy ſurquedy at ones, 
Cruel Oxchus the tydogge infernall, 

Shall tende thy ſkinne alunder fro the bones 
To ſhew my power whiche is imperiall: 
Ind to declare in eſpeciall 

Pouerte reclaymed vnto pꝛydes lure, 

With me to plete may no whyle endure, 


And ſodenly oz glad pouerte tokehede, 
Foꝛtune pzoudly firſt began taſſayle, 

And vnwarely hent her by the hede, 
Demyng of pzide Þ ſhe may nat fayle, 
Chꝛugy her power to vẽquich this bataile: 
But it map fall, a dwerye in his right, 

To outray a gyaunt foz all his gret might. 


God taketh none hede to power noz2 ſtregth, 
To highe eſtate,noz to high nobleſle, 

To ſquare limes foꝛged on bꝛede oz length, 
But to quarels groũded on rightwilneſſe: 
Fo: out of w2onge may growd no pꝛoweſſe, 
Fo: where that trouth holdeth champarty, 
God wyll his cauſe by grace magnify, 


LOherfoze pouerte ſtronge in her entent, 
Light, and delyuer,voyde of all fatneſſe, 
Right well bzethed,#+ nothing cozpulent, 
Small of dpette, ſurfettes to repzeſle, 
Agayne fo2tune pzoudly gan her dzeſſe: 
And with an vgly ſterae cruell face, 

Gan in armes her pꝛoudly to enbzace, 


Pouert was ſlender # might well endure, 
Foꝛtune was roũde, ch oꝛt of wynde, a bzeth: 
And wombes great oppꝛeſled with armure, 
Fo: lacke of wynde the great ſtuffe the fleth, 
And many a man bzingeth to his dethe; 

Foz ouermoche of any maner thing, 

Hath mauy one bzought to his vndoyng, 


I meane is beſt with good gouernaũce, 
Tomoche is nought, noꝛ ouer great plente, 
Gretter rycheſſe is founde in luffylaunce, 
Tyan in the flodes of ſuperftuyte: 

Ind who ts content in his pouerte, 

And grutcheth nat foz bytter noz foz ſote, 
Wyat euer he be hath foztune vnder fote, 


Couetyſe put hym in nodiſpayze, 
Wherfoze pouerte in herte glad and lyght, 
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Lyft foztune full hygh vp in the eyꝛe, 

Ind her conſtrayned of very foꝛce à myght: 
Foz glad pouerte of cuſtome and of tight, 
Whan any trouble agayne her dothe de gyn, 
Ape of Foztune the laurer che dothe wyn. 


Maugre Foꝛtune in the eyze a lofte, 
Conſtrayned ſhe was by wylfull pouerte, 
That to the earthe her fall was ſull vnſoftet 
Foz of pouert the bony arpe kne, | 
Dlend2e,andlonge,#leane vpon toſe 

Hyt foztune with ſo great a myght. 

Agayneþ hert, che myghtnat ſtand vpryght. 


Co lignify that pouerte with gladneſſe, 


Which is content — {mall poſſeſſion, 
And geuyth no fozce of treaſour noz ticheſſe, 
Hath ouer foztune the dominacion, | 
Ind kepeth her euer vnder ſubiection: | 
Where wozldly folke w their rych aparaile, 
Lyue euer in dzed leſt foztune wolde fayle. 


The pooꝛe man afoze the thefe dothe ſynge, 
Under ß wodes with frech notes chzyll, 
The ryche man full fearfull ofrobbyng 
Quakyng foz dzede rydeth fozthe full myll: 
The pooze at large goth wher he lift at wyll, 
Strongly fratichyſed fro all debate a ſtryke, 
The ryche aferde alway to lole his lyfe. 


Thus glad pouerte hath the palme pwonne, 
Foꝛtune outrayed foz all her doubleneſſe, 
Upon whome pouerte in haſte is ronne, 

And ſtrapned her wyth ſo great dureſſe, 
(Tyll che confeſſed  playnly dyd expꝛeſſe, 
with faythe # handein all her great payne, 
To abyde what lawe pouerte lyſt ozdayne, 


And in haſte after this diſcomfyture, 
Foꝛtune began to complayne loze, 

But glad pouert which al thing mightindure 
Charged foztune ſcoꝛne her nomoze: 

Foz it was ſayd ſythe go full yoze, 

He that reioyſeth to ſtoꝛne folke in bayne, 
Whan he is lotheſt, Mall ſcoꝛned be agayne. 


Pet quoth pouert though thou were diſpitous 
Woꝛdes reherſyng whyche were nat fayze, 
Straunge rebukes full contrarious, 

And repꝛeues mgny thouſande payze, 

Thou halt me fynde again warde debonaire: 
Fo: though a tong be laundzous d vegeable, 
To ſlaunder againe, is nothing cõmendable. 


Thou mult conlidze touchyng dure batayle, 
The oꝛdinaunce and impoſycion 

That whiche of vs in conqueſt do pꝛeuayle, 
To bꝛinge his felowe to ſubiection: 

He Gall obey the ſtatute ot reaſon, 

And accomplylthe of very due det, 

What lawe the victoure lyſt vpon hym ſet, 


Fo: whiche thou ſhalt the ſaydlawe obey, 
Wyth circumſtaunces of the condicion, 

By me o2dayned, and nothynge agayne ſay! 
Make no grutchynge noz replycation, 
Conſydꝛed firſt the falſe opinion 

Oft them that ſayne all wozldly auenture 
Of good and bad,abyde vnder thy cure, 


Some poetes and phyloſophers alſo, 
Wold in this cale make the a goddeſle: 
Which be diſcciued J dare ſay both two, 
And their errour and foly to redzeſſe, 

JF (ail withdzawe in very ſpkerneſſe, 
Unhappy auenture away fro thy power, 
That che no moze and in thy daunger. 


This lawe ofnewe vpon the J make, 

That firſt thou ſhalt al open in lome pleyne, 
Juell auenture bynde to a ſtake, | 
Oz to lome pyller where ſhe may be leyne: 
To ſhewe example to folke in certeine 

That no man al loſe her ne diſcharge, 
But luch as lyſt with her to go at large. 


Herofto make a declaration, 

Touching thy might of pueil auenture, 
Thou Halt foꝛgo the dominacion, 

To hyndze and harme any creature, 

But only foles which in thy might aſſure: 
(They of their foly may fele great domage, 
Nat of thy power, but ot their own outrage. 


Fo: thylke foles which that liſt bubinde 
(This wzetch called vnhappy auenture, 

Of wyt and reaſon they make the ſelfblinde, 
Like as the woꝛld ſtode in foꝛtunes cure 

Is though che might aſſure them a vnture: 
And them diſpoſe to welthe oz wtetchedneſſe, 
In their errour calling her a goddeſle, 


Such wilful wzetches that them (elf betake, 
To put their fredom in her (ubiection, 
Ok god aboue the power they fozſake, 
And ſubmitte them agayne all reaſon, 
Under foztunes tranſmutacion: 
Their lyberte full fal(ly foz to thzall, 
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Namely whan they a goddelle ly{ her cal. 


With a derke myſt of variacion, 

Foꝛtune hath clouded their natural lyght, 
Ind ouerchadowed their dilcretton, 
That they be blent in their inward ſyght, 
Foz to conlydꝛe and behold a ryght, 
Howe god aboue put vnder mannes cure, 
Fre choyce of good his reaſon to aſſure. 


The loꝛd enlumined of his boũtuous larges, 
With minde and wyt his memozyall, 
Toward all vertue his ſteppes toz to dzeſſe: 
Endued his reaſon foz to be natur all, 

Ok frowardeneſſe tyll he waxe beſtpall: 

To bynde him lelfe contrarioufly in dede, 
To lexue foztane,atwene hope and dꝛede. 


Thus beſtyall folke made her a goddelle, 
Fallly wening che might them molt auaple, 
Wyth her plentyes ofhabundaunt rycheſſe: 
And ſome deme in their luppoſaple, 

W vnware chaũge che dare the great aſſayle, 
Whoſe truſt alwaye medled is with trouble, 
Ind her pleſaunce includeth mening double, 


And (ome affyzme that the map auaunte 
Conqueſtes great and diſcomfytures, 

Ind howe it iyeth alſo in her puiſſlaunte 

To fozther and hynder allmaner creatures, 
And call her pzinceſſe of al aduentures, 

The rich to enhaunce by royal apparaple, 
And by dildayne to hinder the pozayle, 


when Ge maketh moſt fulſome her p2ofers, 
Yer blandiſſhing is farced with falſhede: 
whan her riches ben ſtuffed vp in cofers, 
They ben ape Get vnder a locke of dꝛede. 
Wyertoꝛe ye rich of one thyng take hede, 
As your gathering came in wyth pleſaunce, 
Right ſo your loſſe departeth w milchaunce, 


Pour gredy thurſt treaſour to multiply 
Cauleth an etyhe of no ſuffilaunce: 
Jn you engendzing a falſe dꝛopſpe, 

ith a harphunger of wozidly abundaunce 
aking of you a maner reſemblaunce 


With Tantalus, whan ye do depeſt ſynke, 


Thi is your nature moſt thauſtlew to dzink 


who clymbeth higheſt on foztunes whele, 
And ſodainly to rycheſſe dothe aſcende, 
An vnware turne afoze (ene neuer a dele, 
Phan he leeſt weneth maketh him r 
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Fro luche chaunges who may hym defende, 
But they that be wyth pouerte nat dilmaide, 
And can with lytell holde them ſelfe apayde, 
The firſte Chapiter. 
CYowekyng Hoſtilius wozGyppyng 
faiſe goddes was tonlumpt 
with firy leuyn. 
Byle Bochas gan mule in thys 


V/A Conſydzed fyzit all wozldly thynge 


Wyth wepyng exen there dyd apere | 
Pꝛynces b whylom were famous in Jtayle, 
Phiche gan their fall full pitouſly bewayle: 
Fo: moꝛe contrarye was their falling lowe, 
(That they tofoze had no miſchefe knowe, 


Fo2moze bncouth is thylke aduerſyte 
Namely to pzinces whan it is ſodayne, 
Which euer haue liued in pꝛolperite, 

Haupng on Fo2tune no mater to complaine, 
Tyan of a w2etche that lyuith ape in papne: 
Ok cuſtome cauleth concepued the ſentence, 
Ok iop and ſozowe a full great difference. 


Ok toy paſled the newe remembꝛaunte 
Whan folke ben fall from theyr felicite, 

Jn treble wile it dothe them great greuaũce: 
The vaware turne from theyz tranquilyte, 
The vnlure truſt and mutabilyte 

In wozldly power whiche they haue founde, 
Unto their yertes yeueth a greuous wounde, 


But to a w2etche whiche in wetchydneſſe 
Path euer liued, a neuer was partable 

Ok no welfare noz of voyelfulneſſe, 

No: neuer found Foztune fauorable, 

His loꝛowe his myſchete ben ſo coſtomable, 
That of hys paynes longe continuaunce 
Dothe to his greues a maner allegeaunce, 


But to Pꝛintes whiche late ſo high alofte, 
J ſodapne fall is moſte contraryous, 

Ind their dilendynge wel the moe vnſofte, 
Intheir tryumphes b they were glozioug, 
Retcoꝛde J take of kynge Yoſtylius, 

Which in Rome from his ro pall ſtall, 

Phan he late crowned, moſte lodenly is fall, 


Itis temembꝛed of old and nat of newe, 
Okall Rome that he was loꝛde and ſyze, 
Che firſte of kynges p weared purple hewe, 
And of that Citye gouerned the empy2e: 
Had of Foꝛtune all that hym lyſte delpze, 
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Tyll that he fyll in all his tegaly, 
In to a frowarde deediy malady; 


And ok his paynes to fynde alleyeaunce, 

To the temples he went on pyigrymage: 

Nis offeryng made with deudute obeptaunce, 
LOherby ſomdele his paynes dydaſwage, 
And he was reſtozed of cozage, 

Felt hym ſelfe that he dyd amend, 

Tocomon p2ofyte agayne he gan entende; 


Upon the Flbaynes reignyng in hys glozy, 
To great anayleof Nome thecytie, (tory: 
Thꝛoughe hys Knighthode he had a gret vics 
After the whiche by full great cruelte, 

He berafte them fraunchyſe and lyberte, 
And made the after thzugh his high renoune, 
To be to Rome vnder ſubtectyon, 


After hys conqueſt the ſtozy doeth deniſe, 
Inhys nobleſſe full taretp and ropall, 
He gan make aryche ſacrifyſſe 

To queme and pleaſe foʒ a memonall, 


After the rightes ceremontall, 


To Jupiter, dy full great reverence, 
Aloze his auters wyth kyꝛeg and entence. 


But foꝛ that he in hys in ward intent 

By epꝛeumſtaunces of his oblacyon 

Was recheleſſe founde, and alſo ncglygent, 
By ſome krowarde falle affection, 

The goddes caught an indignacion: 

Ind lodaynly diltendyng from the heauin, 
He was tonlumpt with a firp leuin. 


Bys falſe goddes might hym nat auayle, 
Jupiter, Saturnus, Mars, noz Venus, 
Let all chryſten defpe luche ralkayle, 

Foz to dur faythe they be contrarious: 

And among godds a thyng moſt outragioug 
Js whan that pzynces bleut in their foly, 
Lyſt erthlythynges fallly beify, 


Fo: vnto God is hatefull and odyble 

A withdzawpng of his reuerence, 

To magnify thynges cozruptible 

with vndue honour , with falle concupiſcice: 
Wherkoꝛe ye pꝛʒices beware,of high pzudcce, 
Leſt god bnwarely punyche your nobleflc, 
Make you in erth no falſe God noz goddeg. 


- T The ſecond Chapiter. 
CHowe Anchus kynge of Kome wag 
murdꝛed by Lucinyo by the 


allent ofhis wyke,; 
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Chowe Inchus kyng of Rome wag 
murdzed by Lucinio by the al⸗ 
ſent of his wike. 


'Hynke on Anchus kynge of Rome 
; toune, 

Wyyche was ſonoble chynynge in 
giozye, 

Weared a crown, ful famous of renoun, 
Next Hoſtilius as put is in memozp, 

Wan the palme of many a great victozy: 

But foꝛ al that with a ful <arpe knyfe, 

He murdꝛed was by aſſentyng of his wile. 


He loued her beſt aboue eche creature, 
Conſidꝛed not her flaterp noꝛ falſneſſe, 

Her double meaning vnder couerture, 
Falſly blent this pzinces wozthpnelle, 

To robbe & treue him ofhis great richeſſe 
Was her labour, with counteifete pleaſaunce, 
In ber entent to bzing hym to milchaunce, 


This Anchus had a great affection 

Unto his goddes to make ſacrifyſes, 

Ind to augment the religion 
Ofpaganyſme, made in ſondzp wyſles, 
Though his manhode a ctrc:iſpect deuples, 
Upon Latines rebel to his citye, 

Foz comon pzofyt he made a great armpe. 


One of their cities called Polſotozy, 

He knightly wan maugre al their myght: 
And whan he had of chem ful victozy, 

He abode no lenger, but anone fozth ryght 
Made al the people in euerp mannes lyght, 
Is pꝛiloners, thys romapne champion, 
B20agyt atoze hym boũde in to the toun. 


Eke as J fynde this Anchus nolde ceaſe 
Fo: comon p2ofyte in his alkection, 
Their teritozies to augment and encrece, 
In al the tountreis about enupzon, 
Towarde p riuer where Tiber renneth doun 
At the which place he let edifye 

A ful ſtronge citie, which called is Oſtye. 


But not withſtanding al his wozthyneſſe, 
Ye was dep2uued,the ſtozp telleth lo, 

Ok his kyngdome and his great richeſſe, 
Bp a fozaine, called Lucinio: 

His wife Tarquild aſſented was therto, 
By whole outrage and gredy couetyſe, 
Ancyhus was murdzed in full cruel wyſe, 
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C Howe Lucinto that murdzed Anchus 
was aftet murdzed, 


us fro the whele of foztune he is fall, 
Lucinio in Romets crowned kyng: 

And the Komapns after dyd hym cal 

Tarquin the olde,by recoꝛde of wzityng. 

Which hath atayned by fraudulent wozbyng, 

And by his (ubtyll fozged eloquence, 

Unto the tate of ropall excellence. 


He fyꝛſt oꝛdayned in his eſtate roiall, 
Turneps, iuſtes, in Caſtels and cities, 
And other plapes called marcial, 

With many famous great ſolempnitees, 
Seſſions fo2 ſtates and degrees: 

This Tarquin eke was fyz\t þ did his payne 
In open ſtretes,tauernes to ozdayne, 


Eke to pꝛelerue his citye out of doute 

If their enemyes lyſt them to aſſaile, 

He was the fyz\t that walled Rome about, 
With mighty toures vnlpkelp foz to faple: 
Ind had alſo many a ſtrong batayle 

With Sabpnes, in their rebellion, 

And made them ſubtect vnto Rome toun, 


But foz he was aſſented to depꝛiue 

Wozthy Fnchus from his eſtate royal, 

Ind after that toke Tanquylde vato wpue, 
Which ſlough her lozde by treaſon moꝛtal, 
God would of right that he ſhouid haue a fal 
The lozd wyl not, which euery thinge maple, 
Duffre murdze long to belecre, 


Foz Lucinio foꝛ his great offence 
Touchynge the murdze of kyng Fnchug, 
P(layne was by ſodayne vyolence, 

Df two cheperdes, the ſtozy telleth thug, 
Which of entent were contrarioug 
Atwene them ſelfe by a fayned Crife, 
To fynde a way toreue hym ofbrs life, 


Fo2 while the kyng ſate in iugement 


' Upon their quarel foz to do iuſtiſe, 
Full ſodaynly they being of aſſent, 
Fill vpon him in full cruell wiſe. 


And with an axe the ſtozy doth deniſe, 
One of them oꝛ any man toke hede, 
On two parties rofe the kynges heed, 


This thing was done by the pzocuryng of 


L 
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Of two chyldze, ſonnes to Anchug, 
Whyche were exyled by falle compaſſyng 
Of Lucinio, agayne them moſte pꝛous, 
To hym their pzeſence was ſo odyous: 
But they ope tho they were out of lyght, 
(They fathers deth to auenge if they might 


Foz ok nature blode wyll auenged be, 

To recompente the wong ok his kynrede: 
In thys chapter lyke as ye may le, 
Blodſhed foz blode thus bothe dyd blede, 
By whyche example let pzpnces take hede 
Howe mur de done foz ſupplanta cion, 
Uequireth vengeaunte foz his guerdon. 


Temope. 


I Dys tragedie by clere inſpection 
9 Openly declareth in ſubſtaunce, 


CT Howe laughter ofpzices cauſeth lub⸗ 
nercyon 


Of realmes, cyties put out of ozdynaunce, 
Of mortall were longe contynuaunce, 
Blode by (upplating ſhed of kinges twapne, 
By cx:iple Gewed falle murdze to reſtrapne. 


The fyne declaringe of murdze & falſe treſon, 
The dede hozryblecryeth aye vengeaunce, 
To god aboue to caſte hys eyen doune, 

(To puniche thys linne thꝛogh his puilſaunce: 
Fo: 11 is mother of myſchefe and miſchaunce, 
Wherkoꝛe ye pꝛyntes do ſomelawe ozdayne 
Within your boundes thze vyces to reſtraine. 


The byce of (claundze,murdze , and poyſon, 
Where euer theſe the haue acquayntaunce, 
They bꝛyng in ſoꝛowe and deſolacyon: 

Put at a pzefe by ne we remembꝛanute, 

Ok falchede vſed vnder fayze countenaunce, 
Wherfoze ye pꝛyntes do your buſy payne, 
Within your boũdes thele vyces to reſtrayne, 


God defende thys noble regyon, 

With theſe thꝛe vyces to haue alyaunce; 

Foz ſlaundꝛe firſte deuoureth bygh renoun, 
And lleeth good fame thzughe falle daliaunce, 
Harme done, to late foloweth repentaunce, 
Wyerkoꝛe ye pꝛinces do a lawe oꝛdayne, (ne 
To puniſh their malice fals toges to reſtrap⸗ 


God hath of murdꝛe abhominacy 
Ind falſe poyſon dothe to hym diſpleſaunce, 
There is no payne in comparyſon 
Condygne to murdze, papſed in balaunce: 


Wherfoze ye princes make an oꝛdynaunte 
Within your boundes of ſome pꝛeuy payne, 
By due puniſhing falſe murdze to reſtrayne, 


O noble pzynces pꝛoupde ofreaſon 

Agayne thele vyces to make puruepaunte, 
Ok rygour ewe due execucion, 

With your labour and hertely inſtaunce, 

Let deth be guerdon foz their fynall penaũte: 
To warne other by toſtraint of their payne, 
Fr thele:tii, vices their cozages to reſtrayne. 


The. iii. Chapite r. 
CHYowe foꝛ the offence done to Lucrece 
by Tarqupn, was neuer after 
crowned kyng in Rome. 


Ouching this Tarquin of who J told 
Is myne auctour maketh mencion, 
e called was Carquinius the olde, 

hyche longe in Rome had dominacpon: 
Tyll hys kynrede and generacpon 

Fo: the offence done vnto Lucrece, 

Cauled of kynges the names to cece, 


Fot his ſonne which after dyd luctede, 
Fo: his outrages and his extozcions, 
And fo2 many an other cruell dede, 

Fo: hys hatefult vlurpacions, 

Dys frowarde lyfe and falſe condyciong, 
Among the people bothe ſtyll andloude, 
He called was Tarquintius the pꝛoude. 


Full obſtinat he was in his entent, 
Ambicious taccroche great tycheſſe: 

Tyll that foztune wexed impacient 
Agaynſt hym, in all his great nobleſſe, 

Gan her ſnares and her crokes d:eſle, 
Thought che woulde but he kept hym welez 
All ſodaynlie caſt him from her whele. 


A ſonne he had full bycious as J fynde, 
To all vertue moſte conttarious: 

To be froward it tame to hym by kynde, 
And ok nature pꝛoude and diſpitoug, 
Agayne the people fell and malptious, 
Nat loued but dzed, fox tyzany 4 
Is thyng molt hated in the peoples lyght, 


Thys ptoude Tarquin þ ſtozy is well couth, 
Agayne Lucrece dyd a great outrage: 
Oppꝛelled her beuty in his vnbzidledyouth, 
er trouth aſſaylyng in a furious rage. 


ict and hys lyna 
02 which yes ther and hys lx of d 


Exyled were, and foz this hatefull thynge 
Ther was neuer after in Nome crowned kig. 


Her body cozrupt ſhe clene of hert x thought, 
By tozce aſſayled was her innocence: 
Oppꝛelled her beaute, but her ſpirite nought, 
Her chaſte wyll dyd none offene, 
But entred is in to her conſciencse 

A greate remozſe,foz ali her wyfely trouth, 
To lle her lelfe, whych was to great a routh, 


And foz that Bochas remembzeth pyteouſiye 
Yer deedly (020we and lamentacion, 

Waite her complapnt in ozdze cerpouſlye, 
Whyche that che made foz her oppꝛeſſion: 

7 folowe muſte and make mencion, 

Ifter myne auctor percell reherſyng, 
Touchyng her wozdes ſayd in her dyinge, 


Albe it ſo by byddyng of my lozde, 

Leherced haue in my trauſlaction 

Akter = rms here and there a woꝛde, 

Of a full dolefull declamacion, 

By hym remembzed of cntencion, 

Foꝛ her ſake men myght ſe and rede 

What wyfely trouth was in her womanhed, 


And John Bochas lyſt nat ſet aſyde 

But that he would reherſe in ſentence, 

Der wofull complapnt , and therupon abyde, 
Otwꝛonges done to her innocence; 

And though J can nat folowe his eloquece, 
J thall ſue the trouth of reherſyng, 

As in lubſtaunce theffectof his waityng, 


Ahe mozowenert after thys foule dede, 
S Lucrece vp roſe wa full deadly chere, 
ut other face gone was all the rede, 
Ind darked were her heauenlp epen clere: 
All clad tn blake after the maner, 

Of thyltze folke whyche in eſpectall, 
Be wonte to go to feaſtes funerall. 


All her frendes beyng in pzeſence 

Hulbande, Father, with other eke allo, 

By and by reherſynge in lentence 

The cyʒcumiſtauntes of her hartely wo, 
Ind oz that J any further go 

Under hope my Loꝛde wyll me ſuppozte, 
What that che lapd J wyll to you repozte, 


The.v.Chapiter, 
C The greuous complaput of Lu⸗ 
crece vpon her oppꝛeſſion. 


The thude boke 


Ozas moche (quod Ge) as J Lucrece 
N Im by the lawe iopned in maryage, 

Co the milozd whole loue Gal ate en- 

Towardes the, w all the ſurplulage (creaſe 

Ok wytely trouth, to endure all myne age 

As humble ſubiect w faythfull obeyſaunce, 

Under thy loꝛdchyp # thy gouernaunce, 


O Collatyn my Loꝛde and true huſbande, 
Belk beloued, of hole affeccyon, 

4 wyli no moze no quarell take on hande 
Noz in no wyle take none accion, 

Without that thou lyſte enclpne doune 
Goodly thyne eares to yene meaudyence, 
To that Tall reherce in thy pꝛelence. 


Iniury done oꝛ any maner wzonge 
Agapne my wozHyp oz myne honeſte, 

By thelawe my ſentence is made ſtronge, 
It toucheth you alſo wele as me, 

Jam ſo holy polden vnto the, 

Thou art my heed who clerly can dilcerne, 
Lo2de and hulbande my body to gouerne, 


Parctall cauſes in ſothe there map none be 
Itwene vs twapne noꝛ no diſſeueraunce, 
Foz ſote and bytter, ioy and aduerſyte, 

We mult them wap both in one balaunce: 
Counterpayſe our lozowes, ⁊ our pleſaunce, 
Entermedle all thynge that ſtant in doubte, 
Keceyue our Foztune as it commeth aboute. 


There may atwen vs be no meaning double, 
But one herte,one wyll, and one cozage, 
And as a woinanÞ ſtandeth now in trouble, 
Wythout polyſſhyng of any fapze langage, 

I muſt diſcloſe to you the greateoutrage, 
Done vnto me, and playnly it diſcure, 
Whypche to redꝛeſſe lpeth holy in your cure, 


Fo the mater to ſpeake in wozdes playne, 
Aright outſerched and the trouth out found, 
As aluſte cauſe indifferent to twapne, 

To warde vs both the quarell doth rebounde: 
And moze ſtrongly pour mater foz to groũde, 
Keherle J wyll ſothat pe laufe it vouche, 
Imoꝛtall wzonge which pe # me doth touch. 


In a caſtell whiche called is Collace, 

Ok which my loꝛde here hath þ gouernaunce, 
Tat qupn the ponge came in to that place, 

J full diſware to make purueyaunce, 
Igayne hys commpnge, oꝛ any ozdinaunce, 
Tofoze nat warned of his offycers, 
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Leaf.ltt „ 


Sate vnpuruayed amonge my chamberers, — no might to make relyſtente, 


O kentent to eſchewe pdelneſſe, 
We late and (pan wolles ſofte: 
F02 che of vytes is 


theſe mayſtreſle, 
Where che is chery 


ed and yſet alofte, 
But ofcuſtome as J haue done full ofte, 
J and my women dul as we ought, 


To auoyde ſlouthe full bulily wzought, 


His entryng was mene and debonayze, 
Benygne of pozre,of loke. and of vyſage, 
With a pzetence of many wozdes fapze, 

Jn whoſe meanyng was full great outrage, 
His chere contrary vnto his cozage: 

In thys wyple there he was receyued, 
Wherby alas J talſiy was diſceyued, 


It pꝛime face, as me thought it due 

J hym recetued at his mcommyng, 

Kole vp nekely,and gan hym to ſalue, 

As apertapned in all maner thyng, 

Unto the lonne of a wozthy kyng: 

And trum Tarquine,foz whiche J lap, alas, 
Me to trayth ſtode in the lame caas. 


A kynges ſonne chulde of duetp, 

Be to women wall and pzotection, 
P2eſerue and kepe them in all ſurety, 
That no man (hulde of no pzeſumpcion 
Do them no wꝛonge noz oppzeſſion: 
Rather dye than le them ſuffer varyght, 
Iduertyſinge the offyce of a knight. 


But contrary to knighthod he hath wzought, 
By falſe outrage done agaynſt me, 

Wꝛonge wapes and croked meanes ſought, 
Okla wes twayne to bzeake the liberte: 

And to deface the auctozite 
Ofilawe Cliutle and naturall alſo, 
Jn mp perſon ofkendyng bothe twoe, 


Firſt by his ſubtyll compaſſyng 

He gan elpy theſtrys of the place, 

Ind whan a bed alone J lay ſlepyng, 

Lyke a lyon, full ſterne of loke and face, 
With his left hande my thzote he dyd enbꝛace: 
Ind in his other helde 1 all lawe, 

Me to oppzeſſe, a naked ſwozde ydzawe, 


Thus alfozſyng my wilely chaſtyte, 
Jgayne knighthod he dyd this great offe 
Pylyfe, mx wozhyp,putin perplexite, 


ncez 


manaſyng by deadly violence, 


Theone of _— dye in his entent, 
Oz to auoutry falſiy to conſent, 


Thus J ſtode lole at wene dethe a diffame; 

75 body coxrupte,my ſppzite abode clene, 
1 bzoken, and my good name 

Foz euer dilclaundzed, ); whilom Gone chene: 

Puell fame of cuſtom wyll alway wax grene, 

Neuer dye, the people ſo them diſpozte, 

The woꝛſte of thynges gladly to repozte. 


Alas, alas, amonge my ſozowes all 
This one the mote dothe my hert agryle, 
am nat wozthy that men me Qoulde call 

2 haue the nameinnomaner wile, 
oz the offence whiche ye haue herde deuyſe, 
To be called in this vozetched lyfe, _ 
Ok Collatyn from henlefozthe the wyfe. 


Myne epne allo be 2 with derkneſſe, 
Only foz <ame to lykte vp their lyght. 
Outher their ſtremes oz beame vp delle, 
Of the clere heuen to loke bpon the lyght: 
Noz J may neuer be ot the nombze of ryght 
Ok true matrons., amonge them ferre oznere 
Foz to be rekened in their kalendere. 


Let myne iniurp, and this moztall eryme 
Be ſo punyſſhed of ryght and equyte, 
Without delay of any lenger tyme, 

(That euer after it may example be 

Th all the wozlde, and eke in this cyte, 
Dith luche a papne therupon deuyſed., 
(That all auoutrozs may be therby chaſtyſed, 


And it it ſeme in your opinyon 

In this caſe I chulde be vnpure, 

I wyll tecepue iuſte punycion, - 

And the payne paciently endure: 
fit ſo ſtande that perauenture, 
e deme ok reaſon, that am ſo tuſt and ſtable, 
n this mater that J beculpable, 


Her tale tolde whan they longe had muſed, 
On this complaint in their inward ſight, 
Df trouth echone they helde her full excuſed, 
22 i beheſt, with all their full myght 

To auege her wzong,and Lucrece anonright 
(Toke a charpe knyfe oz they might aduert, 
Ind roue her leite euyn Neugy the ww 10 
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>The complaynt of Bochas bpon the lux⸗ 
ury of pzinces,as by examples of many 
dyuers myſchaunces. 


C_I Ochas inhert bzennyng hote as fyze, 
Of very ire and indignacion, 
Agayne tho pztnces which in their deſire 
Haue fully (et their delectacion, 

(Their felycite,and their affection, 

To folowe their luſtes of falſe lechery, 
Froward ſpouſebzeche, and of auoutry, 


De wꝛiteth again them that ſeketh occaſiog, 
Mlaces of luſtes, to haue their libertees, 
Foꝛ to fulfyl their delectacions, 

Ind foz taccõplych their great dichoneſtees, 
Deupſe out tauernes in bozowes and citees 
And litting there among their company, 
Ifter the dede.they boſte of their foly, 


If any man pyntche at their outrage, 

Oꝛ them rebuke foz their tra 8 
They wyl anſwer w froward falſe langage, 
Ind foꝛ their party alledge great reaſons 
Firſt how it longeth to their condiciong 
By right ot nature, as it is well couth, 
Frely to vſe lechery in pouthe. 


Affyzme alſo howe lawe of kinde is fre, 

And fo affozce them to ſuſtain their party, 
By eriple of Dauid which ß toke Berſabe, 
And foz her (ſake how he ſlough Urie: 

Dyd manſlaughter,and faiſe auoutry, 

Fo: them allegyng, agapne right andreſc, 
Fo: Dalida the luxurpe of Sampſon. 


The ſtozy allo they frowardly apply, 
Dow foꝛ a woman pzudent Salomon 
The 102d offendyng did pdolatrp: 

And in diffence ok their opinion, 

Reherſe thele ſtozies foz their exculacion 
Ok their errour,therby a pzice to wynne, 
As tofoze God lechery were no linne. 


They not conſydꝛe in their entencion, 

Ok thele ſtozies of euery tyʒcumſtaunce, 
Firſt of kyng Dauid the great contricion: 
Nox vpon Samſon how god toke vegeatice, 
Firſt how he loſt his fozce & his puiſſaũce, 
Fo his offence:thep haue not this in minde, 
Nox how both his eyen were made biynde. 


Non theit reaſons they lyſt not to enclyne 
Foz to concepue in their dilcrecion, 


The thirde boke 


The ſpyzite of wyldome heuenly and diuine, 
Was take away fro pzudent Salamon, 
In chaſt iling foz his tranlgreſſion: 

And ſome doctours affyzme onermoze, 
How Salomon repented hym ful ſoze, 


Theplay of youth folke calleth lechery, 
Sap it is a game ok nature, 

And to ſuſtayne and be are vp their party, 
Howe it ſit well, by recoꝛde of ſcripture, 
Unto euery lyuely creature 

That ſtant in helth, and is coꝛagious, 

Ol very kynde to be lecherous. 


Vicious repoꝛt they haue in remembzaunce, 
But vertuous thynge is ferre out of mynde; 
Fleſhly luſteg and lecherous pleſaunce 

In their deſires be not lefte behynde, 


Auauntpng, lying, they can ot new out fynd, 


And nowe a dapes they hold it curteſy, 
Othes hozrible,flateryng, and ribaudy. 


In their auice they take lytel hede 
Unto the doctryne of noble Scipton, 
which commaunded in ſtozy as J rede, 
To Maſſiniſla full famous of renoun, 
Not to touche by no condicion | 
Sophonilba fapzeſt of vylage, 

But it were by way of maryage. 


Though the were bozne of the blod ropal, 
Her youth was ſet to all honeſte, 
Doughter and heire to noble Haſdruball 
Duke of Cartage,the ſtozy ye may ſe: 

And foz her vertues of feminyte, 

She wedded was of byzth as che was lypke, 
To king Siphax, which reigned in Iffrike, 


And foꝛ to pꝛeue the great lyberte, 
LOhich is in vertue conueped by reſon, 
And the falſe thꝛaldom of dychoneſte, 
Ok bothe to make a plapne compariſon, 
After the doctryne of Cenſozin Caton, 
Shewed by him to folkes commune, 
That vertire neuer is (ubſect to foztune, 


Uertue conſerueth meaſure and reſon, 
Conlydereth thinges afoze 02 they befal, 
Taketh none empꝛiſes but of diſcrecion, 
And on pꝛudence foundeth her werkes al, 
Ape to her counſaple attẽperaũce ſhe doth cal 
LOarelypzouiding in her lelfe within 

The end ok thynges.totoze oz ſhe beg hg 


This was the doctrine taught fo2th of Cats 
Lecherous luſtes to put them vnder fote, 
Grauntyng to vertue the domynacyon, 
Plucke vp bytes bꝛaunche, crop, and rote: 
Frute ot goodnes groweth vp lo lote 
Wuhan it is planted of youth in coꝛage, 

It neuer appalleth in eld of his tarage, 


Caton ofvertue was a chefe offycer, 
Pꝛeferryng euer common commoditees 
Tofoze pꝛofites that wer ſynguler: 

To enhaũte thecomon in kingdös and citees, 
Their voyttes peyled and their habylytees, 
Perſons pꝛomoting in whõ it was ſuppoled, 
That they in vertue were naturalli diſpoſed, 


Manlye in hert he was aye to ſuſtene, 
Jndifferent trouth, and all iuſtyce: 
Flechly delytes of folke that were vncleane, 
He was aye redy by rygour to chaſtyce, 

And let lawes in full pꝛudent wyſe 

Fo to punych flaterours and lechours, 
Ind (uch as were open auoutrours, 


He had of women none opinion 

With them to deale,foz luſte noz foz beaute, 
But if it were foꝛ pꝛocreacion, 

So ſtable he was found in his degret 

The boke redyng of immoztalyte 


Which Plato made, the trouth well ſought, 


Therin coneludyug how loules dye noughte, 


But lyueth euer in ioy oꝛ in payne, 

Chus wꝛote Plato in his oꝛiginall. 

Men may the body bi deth ful wel conſtrain, 
But the loule ape abydeth immortal; 

Fo: which this Caton ſtedfaſt as a wal, 
Fo comon p2ofyte to dye was not akerd, 
whan he him ſelt lle wo with a naked werde. 


But to foꝛtune afoze his dethe he laide: 

O thou prinees of wozldly goodes vapne, 
To thy flateries J neuer did abzayde, 

Thy fauour is ſo falſe and vncertapn, 
That neuer J faughtno fraunchile to atain, 
Is fo2 my ſelfe no perciall ſyngulerte, 

But all fox pzofyte touching the comonte; - 


Agayne Ceſar J made reſyſtence, 
To tonquere fredome to me, and to the toun, 
Frely to eſchewe his moztal byolence, 
This wozld diſpiſing in mine opinton, 
Our fraunchile thzalled vndes ſubiection | 
Juſtly fozſakyng the varpaunte of this life, 


of John Bochas 


My ſoule conueyed to be contemplatyfe, 


This philolopher this pꝛudent old C atoi 
Tendzing in hert common comodytees, 
Tofoze his dethe wzote of compaſſyon 

To them that ſate in royall dignitees, 
Which had of vertue loſt the libertces, 
Pꝛinces beſechyng that were lururoug, 

To take enlample, and folow kyng Dꝛuſug. 


The which Dꝛuſus by ſucceſſion, 

Was heir to Juguſtus a next him emp erour 
Set all in vertue his affection, | 

And it to cheryhe did holy. his labour; 

To luſt vnlefull he neuer gaue fauoure, 

Ind touching loue, duryng al his lpfe, 

He neuer had luſt, but onely to his wile. 


Ind in his palayes amyd of his ropall ſe, 
Ok noble pꝛinces dwellyng in Rome toun, 
He alked was koꝛz all his dignyte, 

What maner cozage of temptacyon, 

Oꝛ what feruence oz delectacion 

Within hym ſelfe he had of loues play, 
Sole by hys wyke whan he a bed lay, 


And lyke a pꝛynce fulfylled ofhye nobles, 
Anſwered agayn wyth ſobze conntenaunce, 
Touchyngluchluſt as foloweth fleſhlynes, 
Lybe as nature me put in gouernaunce, 

In one alone is ſet al my pleſaunce: 

Foz with none other foz no concupilcence, 
Daue with my wyke J neuer dyd offence, 


Pꝛinces echone folowe nat the trace 

Ok noble D2uſus, as pe al vnderſtand, 
Foz (ome haue ſtande all in another caſe, 
Such as can hold two oz thze in hand, 
Now here, now there, as botes come to land: 
Not conlydztng their degrees noz diſauayle, 
Whan newtangylnes bloweth in their ſayle, 


Ehe Bochas wꝛiteth, ſõe paices haue be foiid 
which viciouſly haue done their buſy payne 
Uertuous women by flatery toconfound, 
And tenbzemaydens to bzing in a trayne, 
Suche manaces and tozmentes to ozdayne, 
The to tranſfozine from their perſeueraũce 
And interrupt their birginal conſtaunce. 


ut of ſuch folke that yeue no fozee of hame; 
02 dꝛede God,ſuch traynes to deuyſe, 


 Duſhandmen fo2foth are moſt to blame, 


with fozaine women to treſpace in ſuch wile: 
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IJ trow their wines thẽ may inough ſuffiſe, 
Foz many be feble their dettes foz to quite, 
Though they tn chafige thẽ (elf falſly delute. 


Same allpʒne fo2 them ſelf allegyng, 

To luch outrage that they haue licence 
Frelyof nature to ble their odon thing, 

And in (uch caſe to no wight do offence: 
But froward is their errour in lentece, (ble, 
Fro bond of wedlock whan they be ſo vnſta- 
Ind tofoze God moſt hatefull and dipnable. 


Foz he that is thzough her hye nobleſſe, 
Named ofclerkes which clerly can cocerne, 
Doughter of God, Lady and pꝛinceſſe, 
Reaſon called to gyde folke and gouerne, 
Atwene good and ynell tuſtly to dilcerne, 
She hath departed playnliye toconclude, 
Tye lyfe of man from lyfe of beaſtes rude, 


This Lady reaſon ſith ago full yoze 
Gaue vnto man wyt and dilcrecion, 
Taught him alſo by her ſouerain loze, 
T wene vyce and vertue a great diuiſion: 
Ind that he Could in his eleccion 
Untoall vertue, naturalip obey, 

Ind in contrary al vicioug lyfe werrey, 


And to enpꝛinte in his memoziall, 

How of luxutie the great diſhoneſte 
Diſfourme a man, and make him beſtyal, 
And diſfigure,of what eſtate he be: 

Foz whan that reaſon of high oz lowe degre 
Is lled away, folke may affyzme than 

He is lyke a beaſt, rather than a man. 


wherkoꝛe let princes that haue ben defectife, 
To folowe their luſtes of (enſualite, 
hape them bi relon foz to amend their life, 
Ind to conſerue and kepe their chaſtyte, 
Both of virgins and wifely honeſte: 

And to punyche al tho that lyſt labour, 

The honeſt fame of women to deuour. 


Fo: when a lechour by fozce,0zby maiſtrpe, 
Defouledhath of vir gynes the clenneſſe, 
Widowes oppꝛeſſed, and by auoutry 

I ſſayled wines that ſtande in ſtableneſſe, 
who may thi their ſclafdzous harm redes, 
1Whi their good name is hurt by luch repozte 
Fot fame loſt ones can neuer haue his reſozt 


A thefe may robbe a man ofhisryches, 
Ind by lome meane make reftitucton: 
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And (ome men may dicherite and oppꝛeſſe 


A pooze man fro his poſſeſſion, 

And after make (atiſtaccion; 

But no man map reſtoze in no degre, 
Amapden robbed of her bir ginite. 


A man map alſo beate a caſtell doun, 

Jad builo it after moze freſhly to the ſyght, 
Cxylea man out ofa regyon, 

And him reuoke wher it be wzong oz right: 
But no man hath the power noz the might, 
Foz to reſtoze the palapes virginal 

Ok chattyte, whan bzoken is the wal, 


Men may allo put out ol ſeruiſe 

And offycers remeue from their place, 
And at a day whan foztune lyſt deupſe, 
They may agapne reſtozed be to grace: 
But there is nouther tyme let Rock — 
Noz2 neuer in ſtoꝛy nouther read noz ſepne, 
That mapdenhed loſt recured was ageyue, 


Foz which men chuld haue a conſcience, 

Ke we in their hert and repent ſoze, 

And haue remozle in their great offence 
To tauich thing, which thei mai not reſtoze; 
Foz it is ſayd,and hath ben layd ful poze, 
The emeraud grene of perfyte chaſt pte, 

S tolne ones awap may not recured be. 


And hard it is to rauyſſhe a treaſour 
Which of nature is not recuperable, 
Loꝛdchyp map not of kyng noz emperour 
Kefourme a thing which is not refozmable, 
Ruſt ofdyffame which is not ſeperable, 
Ind maydenhed loſt ofnewe oz poze, 

No man alyue map it agapne reſtoze, 


Romapns old thꝛough their pacience, 
Suffredtyzauntes in theyz tyzannies 

And in their cyties to do great byolence, 
The people to oppꝛes with their robberpeg!: 
But to punyche they (et ſtrapte elpyes, 

On falſe auoutrours, as it is wel couth, 
Widowes to rauith a maydes in theit youth, 


Upon this mater the ſtoꝛy bereth witneſſe, 
Touchyng the exyle of king Tarquiniug, 
Ifoze reherſed by waiting ful expzeſſt: 
The hateful death of Apius Claudius. 
Foz his treſpaſe done to Uirginius, 

The iudgementes reherſed and the payne, 
Ind fro their offyce depziued bo e 
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was nat the cytie whylom deſolate 

Of Sychemites foz the ribaudry S 
Of one Sichem whiche gan a great debate, 
Co haue accomplyGed his foule lecherp, 
Whan yonge Dyna as bokes ſpecifpe, 

Went recheleſly walkyng vp anddowne, 
To le the maydens ofthat royall towonez 


But whan Sychem this Dyna dyd eſpye; 
Sole by her (elfe, walke in the cytie, 

He begane anone aſſayle her by mayſtry, 
Ind fo2 to afozce her virgynyte, 

Bycaule Ge had no leyſer foꝛ to fle: 

Whoſe great offence and tranſgreſſyon, 
The tytie bꝛoght vnto deftruceyon, 


Her father Jacob and holy her kynrede, 
1gayn this Sichem gan inwardly diſdayne; 
Wyan the fury of Mars was moll to dzede, 
To be venged thep dyd theyz buſy payne: 

Ind ſpecially her wozthy bzethern twapne, 
Fyll on the cyte, Symeon ,and Leuy, 

To auenge their (uſter, and troy it fynally, 


So moztally they gan with them ſtryue 
with their lwoꝛdes, ground harp, and kene, 
Of male childzen they left none alpue, 


They were lo vegeable in their furpous tene: F 


The Srchemptes might not ludene 
That day agaynſt them to ſtand at defence, 
Do impoꝛtable was their violence, 


Foz wher that God liſt punich a man of right 
By moꝛtall (werde, farwel al reſiſtence: 
Wha grace faileth tozce goth away # myght, 
Febleth of pꝛinces the magnikycence, 
Chaungeth their power into impotence, 
Reuerſeth the kynges their ſtately regaly, 
Example in Sichem foz his falſe auoutry. 


It was an hard dꝛedfull punycion 

That one pꝛinces treſpas in lecherye, 

- Cauſed afoze God that all a regyon 
Diſtroyed was without remedy: 

This ſtozy is told foz toexemplify 

Whan noble pzinces to women them ſubmit, 
Grace & al fauour anon doth from theflyt, 


Of this mater what culd J wzyte moze 
Jn Geneſis the reſydue pe may rede, 

The dethe of Sichem and of kyng Hemoze, 
And howe their kingdome diſtroyed was in 
Ok Sychemites,lo here þ finall mede (dede 
Oklechery # of his falle plelaunce, 


Wyich many a realme hath byoughteto myt⸗ 
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What chuld Jef? reherce agayne oz wite 

The falle auoutry of Paris and Helaynee 

Their woful fate Guido dyd endyte, 

P oetes echone eke dyd their buſy payne, 

To declare howe only by theſe twayne 


The wozthy blode,foz (hozt concluſyon, 
Of Troy and Erece came to diſtruccions 


But oft it falleth that muche abundaunce 
Df woꝛzldli good, with great eaſe and riches, 
In foike that ſet all holy their pleſaunce 

To folow their luſts, & froward wylfulnes, 
Dath cauſed in landes gret miſchet᷑ x diſtres: 
Whan vicious life their cozages did encobze, 
Diſtroied zingdoms a people out of nombꝛe 


Foz whan the people thzough fals obſt inacy 
Is indurate to amend them and cozrect, 
And wil not turne them from their lechery, 
But aye be redy their ſoules to enferte: 

Ind vnto purpoſe my ſtyle J wyl dyꝛect, 
To examplity howe Gabaa the town, 

Was foꝛ his ſinnes bzought to confuſion; 


Whylom this people called Gabanytes 

rom Beniamin diſcended in their line, 
Were aye diſpoſed to folowe their delytes: 
And of cuſtome their wyttes dyd enclyne 

Jn woꝛldly plentie to flour and to chyne, 
And dempt alway to them it was molt due, 
Of wylkulnes their luſtes fo2 to ſue; 


Jn lechery was (et al their pleſaunce, 

nd in that vice they lad moſte their lyfe: 
Wherby they were bzought vnto miſchaũce, 
And many ſlapne by full moztal ſtrife, 
Whan the Leuyte tame foꝛby with his wife, 
Full excellent of fetures and beaute, 

And toke his lodging within the greate cyte. 


He was ful old, and che was inly fapze, 
De impotent, and che but tendze of age, 
Thzough Gabaa making their repayze, 
Che cyteſyns of impoꝛtune tage, 
Shewyng the fury of their great dutrage, 
So long that nyght het beauty dyd aſſayl, 
Tyll lyte and bzethe atones dyd her faple. 


Contagious the (claundze and the diflame, 
3222 the ſtoꝛy pe may rede: | 
ich to reherte is a mauer ame, 


Co here the abuſyon of that foule dede, 


And how þ Leuite a mozoto gan take hede, 


With piteous chere, and law his pong wyte, 


T ofoze the gate depztued of her iyfe, 


He hent her vp andlayde her on his aſle, 

To noyſe this cryme vpon euery (ide, | 
Thought in luch caſe he myght do uo laſſe, 
Tokea arp ſwoꝛd, lyſt no lenger abyde, 
On twelue partes he gan her to deuide: 
And to eche tribe of Jacob he hath ſent, 

A certayne parte, to ſe their iudge ment. 


Which thing to them was hateful # terrible, 
And in their ſight full abomynable; 

Aud in all haſte Iykely and poſſible, 

All of one wyll and one cozage ſtable, 

On Gabaonptes foz to be vengable, 

They gathered haue Goztly to conclude, 
Taſſaple that towne,a ful great multitude, 


whan they firſt met at wen the thus it ſtode, 
The twelue tribes were twile put to flyghte 
On either party great quantity ot bloud 
was thed among them in that moztall fyght: 
Fo: ſixty thouſand(who that compt aright) 
Were ſlapne there, the lozy wyll not bye, 
To auenge the ſclaundze of falle auoutry, 


Lo here the gaerdon of the froward fpzes 

In lecherons folkez,Þ wyl not ſtaunched be, 
That bzent ſo hote thzough beſtiall deſyzes, 
In Gabaa the mighty ronge cyte: 

Which was diſtroyed foz his iniquite, 

Ind almoſte bzought of Beniamin the line, 
Though his offence to eternall ruyne, 


Eke foz his feruent d2onken lecherp, 
Holophernes by Judith loſt his hede: 

And al his hoſte and al his chiualry . 

Left the felde, and ied away fo2 d2ede, 

And he lay bathed in his bloud al rede 

Thus though their vyce ik it be wel ſought, 
Ful man a paice hath be bzought to nought. 


Theſe (ayd tozies ought ynough (uffyſe, 
It men wold confydze and take hede, 
The great vengauntes in many ſondzp wile 
Which God hath take foz this linne in dede, 
Is in their bokes they mai behold and rede: 
Warnpnges afoze full oft put at pzefe, 

How they them leit hal ſaue fro miſchele. 


Lenuoye, 
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his tragedy peueth bs gret warnig 

Bi clete examples of manifold refs, 

Howe many a pzince foz their miltt- 

And many rych royal mighty toune, (uing 
Many a titie and many a region, 


Haue bene euer ſith full notable infamoug, 


Foz ſyune of pzinces that were lecherous. 


The cholen of god Dauid the wozthy king, 


Pꝛophet of pzophets moſt ſouerain of reno, 
On Berlabe toz a ſodayne lokyng, 

To flee Uzye caught occaſyon, 

Foz which he luffredgreat punicion: 
Chiſtyſed of god, he and all his houſe: 

Foz cauſe only that he was lecherous, 


Great repentaunce he had a great ſozowing, 
And made pſalmes of great contricion, 
with wokul teares and manyfolde weppng, 
To make atheth foz his tranſgreſſion: 
yeutng to pꝛinces full clere dyzection, 

Fo2 to eſchewe the flattery odious 

And the falſe fraude of women lecherous. 


Where was ther euer of (cience oz conning 
So renomed as was king Salomon: 

yet women made him thzugh falle flatering 
To fozaine goddes done oblacion, (doun, 
Which clipled his honoꝛ + bꝛought his fame 
That was whitom moſte vertuous, 

Tyll he thzugh women fyl to be lecherous. 


Is it not eke remembꝛed by w2iting 

Ok Jlrael howe the chefe champion 
Which goddes people had in his leadyng, 
I mean the famous mighty ſtrong Siplon, 
That thzugh his fozce torent the lion: 

But Dilada with teares plentuous, 

His grace bereft him, # made him lecherous 


Sichem was ſlayne eke foz the raupchyng 
Ok ponge Dyna, as made is mencion: 

His father Hemoz bꝛought to his endyng, 
Loſt his rycheſſe in that diſcention, 

And his kingdom bꝛought to diſtruccion: 
Lo here the end of pꝛintes vicious, 

Which them diſpoſe foz to be lecherous. 


It is in earth one the moſt peryloug thinge, 


I paince to be of his condicion 
Cfempynate,his wyttes enclpuyng 

By falſe deſyzes of flechly mocion 

To put him (elf vnder ſubteccion, 

And thzal re(6,his treſour moſt bony” : 


JM 


Co the vnleful luſtes hatefall and lecheroug, 


Chis is the ſentence full playnly in menyng, 
Where women haue the dominacion 

To holde the raine, their hokes out caſtyng, 
That ſenſualitie hath iuriſdiction, 

To enter on reaſon by falſe intruſion, 
Warre agaynſt vertue moſt contagious, 
To be vaynquiſhed, of luſtes lecherous. 


It taketh fro men their clerenes of ſeyng, 
Cauleth great ſickenes and cozruption: 

Jad to all vertueit is greatest hyndzyng, . 
Maketh men ſeme olde as by inſpection, 
Ippalleth their minde and diſpoſitton, 
Dhoꝛteth their life, thing dzedfull & piteoug, 
Whan they diſpoſe them to bs lecherousg, 


* 


Noble pzynces in your ymaginyng 
Concepue of women the kalle deception, 
Namely of them that loue but foz winnyng, 
And labour aye foꝛ pour poſſeſſion: 

Whoſe (ugred flattery is falſe colluſion, 
Like co Dy2ens, with voyce melodious 
Enopnt pour eates to make you lecherous. 


¶ The. vi. Chapter. 


Fhow Cambyſes aſſentpyng to the murder 
of his bꝛother Mergus, at the laſt 
flough him lelfe. 


Fter the death of mighty king Cirus, 
Next came his ſonne called Cambiles, 
Heye by (ucceſſion,full victoztous, 
Whiche tofoze Bochas put him leite in pꝛees, 
Ind gan his complaynt, this is doubtles, 
That they of Egypt in many vncouth vwyle, 
To ſundꝛy Goddes did lacrifice, 


firſt vnto Apis they dyd Sacrtfice, 

Called Serapis their greateſt god of all, 
Raygnyng in Egypt moſt of excellence, 

And god of goddes foles did him call; 

And of his nobles thus it is befall, 

Slapne by his bꝛother, whiche is a wonder, 
Deuered on peces, and ful karre caſt alunder. 


And they of Egypt made their ozdinaunce, 
Upon payne of death in their ſtatute olde, 
I god to call him, and do their obſerugunce 
Vithin his temple, like as they were holde: 
Wherof Cambiles tofoze as J you tolde, 
Ill the temples of that region 
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Leaf.lritit. 
Caſt him by koꝛte foz to thzow doun. 


The temple of Jupiter torobbe it byraupne, 
Called Hammon, without exception 


ut they echone foz their pꝛelumption, 


$u knightes ſent to bꝛyng it to rupne, 


* With ſodaine lenin were ſmit and beat do won: 
# Wherof Cambiſes in Alpe thoraygnyng, 


Dad this dꝛeame as he lap flepyng, 


He dzempt his bzother þ called was Mergus 
Should in the kingdome after him ſuccede, 
Wherof in hart he wart ſo enuious, 

That he purpoled ofrancour and hatrede 
By (ome meane to make his ſides blede: 
And that his purpoſe Gould take auayle, 


A Imagicien he toke to his counſlapyle, 


And he was holde a full great Phyloſopher, 
Called Comares, full leyghty and cunnyng: 
Co who Cambiles made a full large pzofer, 
Df golde a treaſure,tomake him allentyng 
To execute this hozrible thing, 

And that he would in moſt cruell wile, 

The murder of Mergus to copas and deuiſe, 


Ind while Cambiles oꝛdepned this treaſon 
To flea Mergus his owne bzother dere, 
God from aboue caſt his eyen downe 

Hym to puniche in full cruell manere: 

Foz he waxed wode who ſo lil to lere, 
Caught a (\werde,# roue his thigh on twaine 
And lodaynly he dyed foz the paine. 


Foz two cauſes god toke on him vengeaunce, 
As mine auctour Bochas dotherpzeſſe, 

Foz his pꝛelumptuous 3 falle diſobeyſaunce, 
Spopling the gods of their great riches: 
And foz the froward great vnkyndnes 

To ycue aſſent to the contagious caas, 
Whan p Mergus his bzother murdꝛed wag, 


© he death of whom was chefe occaſlon 

Of full great warre, driues, and debate, 
Eke fynall cauſe why all the region 

Of mighty Perce. ſtode diſconlolate; 

Foz heyze was none of high no low eſtate, 
BY title ofright,thzough his vnhappy chalet 
(Co be their kyng and haue the gouernaunce, 


Fo2 the magycien called Comares, 

Which flue Mergus as pe haue herd expzes, 

Tokehis bꝛothet called Dzopaſtes, 

And made him kyng, the ſtozy bereth witnes: 
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' Becauſe that he reſembledin likenes 
Unto Mergus, of face and of ſtature, 
Tocrownt him kyng therfoze he did his cure 


The deth ol Mergus outward was not know 
Noꝛ playnly publiſhed in that region, 

Dis body butied, and caſt in earth lowe, 

Of whom the murder, a fraudulent treaſon, 
The piteons laughter w2ought by colluſion, 
Aud all the maner by pꝛoceſſe was eſpyed, 
So openlp, it myght not be denxed. 


And in what wyle the noyſe gan out ſpꝛede 
Touchyng this murder, odpous foz to here, 
Wuhan that Ozopaſtes occupied in dede 

The crowne of Perce, the ſtozp doth vs lere, 
There was a pꝛynce full notable and entere, 
Called Hoſtanes that gan his wytte apply, 
Ok high pꝛudence this murder out to elpy, 


While that Ozopaſtes vnder a falſe pzetence 
Okzertiens was receiued foz kyng, 

The ſayd pꝛynce did his diligence 

By inquilition to haue knowlegyng, 

By what ingyne, oz by what ſleyghty thing, 
The ſayd Oꝛopaſtes caught occalion, 

In ſtede of Mergus, to occupy the ccoun. 


On this matter he had a coniecture, 

That his title was neither whole ne clere: 
The trouth to trye he did his buſy cure, 
Ind to lerche out wholy the manere, 

He ſought ſofarre,thathe came ryght nere, 
Id inthis caſe letted foz noſlouth, 

(Tyll that he had founde out the very trouth, 


The caſe was thus playnlyto termine, 

He had a daughter full fayze of her vylage, 
Whiche of the kyng was chiefeſt concubine, 
By whoin he thought to catche aduauntage, 
And vnto her he hath ſent his meſſage, 
Secretely to enquire how it ſtode, 

Where þ the kyng were come of Cyꝛus bloud, 


And bade that che choulde ſecretly take hede, 
While that he ſiept to do her buſy payne, 
With her handes foz to fele his hede, 

And to grope after both his eares twapne: 
And ifit fyll, there is no mo2e to ſapne, 

Upon his head that the none eares founde, 
To tel her father of trouth as the was boũd. 


This mighty pꝛynce Boſtanes knewe wele, 


___- Ryghtas it is recozded by ſcripture, 


Touching this caſe how it Node cuery dele, 
How kyng Cainbyſes of lodaine aduenture, 
By his liue foz a fozfeyture 

Made of Oꝛopaſtes, the ſtom ſayth not nay, 
Both his two eares to be cut away. 


And gereupon to be certified, 

He was dellerous to haue full knowlegyng, 
hiche by his Daughter whan it was elpyed, 
Upon a nyght liyng by the kyng, 

Gropyng his head as he lay ſtepyng: 

Full ſubtilly felt and toke good hede, 

How he none eares had vpon his heed, 


Ind to her father anone che hath declared 
The letrenes of this auenture, 

Ind fo2 uo feare ne dꝛede he hath not ſpared, 
How that it ſtode playnly to difcure: 

Ind firſt of all he did his buſy cure, 

All the pꝛynces of Perce lande pfere, 

To counta ple call to entreat ot this mattere, 


And whan they were aſſembled euerychone, 
Ok O opa ſtes he tolde them all the chaunce: 
And how ß Mergus was mur dꝛed poze agõt 
As here tofoze is put in remembzaunce: 
Wherupon to let an ozdinaunce, 

And to redzeſſe theſe wzonges done tofozne, 
Ok Perce lande were leuen pzynces (wozne, 


Ok one aſſent in their intencſon, 

By bonde ofothe thei made their aſſuraunce, 
And a full ſecrete communicacion, 

To put Ozopaſltes frõ his royall puiſſaunce, 
Whiche had all Perce vnder his gouernaũce 
By a full falſe pzetence of herytage, 


Foz he wag like to Mergus of vyſage, 


Theſe leuen pꝛynces of which tofoze J tolde, 
Ill ok one hart, and by their othe ybounde, 
Pꝛudent, and manlp, and of peres olde, 
Haue ſought a tyme Oꝛopaſtes to confound! 
Ind w their ſwerdes charpe whet a ground, 
Under couert in their apparayle, 
Came ofentent Oꝛopaſtes to aſſaple. 


Ind in the palays whom ener that they met, 
Oꝛ agayne them made reliſtence, 

All of attoꝛde they kiercely on him ſet 

But the magicien Þ was there in their pzeſfc# 
Came agapuſt them by ſturdpe vyolence, 
Ind at the encountre gan the ſo conſtrayne, 
That of the pꝛynces they haue flaine warns, 


But finally the other pꝛynces fyue, 

Wyhan that they ſawe their two feres blede, 
In al the palays they left none alyue, 

And kynge Ozopaſtes quaking in his dzede, 
Full vnwarely oz that he toke hede, 

Was flayn,ther guerdoned foz al his might, 
Ok pꝛetence kinges Þ reigne # haue no right, 


The. vii.Chapiter, 
CHowe Daryobteynyng the kingdom of 
Perce by llepght, ended with ame. 


Fter thedeth of theſe Magitpens, 
Was left no king to haue þ gouernaũte, 
Noz foz to rule the lande of Perciens, 
Saue fpue pzinces full famous ofpuiſſaunce: 
YObyche made a ſtatute and an oꝛdinaunce, 
Ok one accozde by reco2de of waityng, 


Theron concluding who Quld be cholẽ king. 


Their ſoꝛt, the it hap, and all their auenture 
Was yeue to foztune ofthys eleccion, 

And thus the pzince the crowne (hall recure 
Among theſe fyue, by theyz conuenc ion, 

Foꝛ to gouern the mighty regyon, 

And in that lande to reigne and contune, 
Lpbe as the fauour lyſt oꝛdeyn of foꝛtune. 


Chys was the ſtatute, bpon a moznyng 

All atones erly foz to ryde 

Atwene Aurora and Phebus bpziſyng, 

Up to ahyll to houe and to abyde, 
Jil rancour & Dyſco2de let alpde, (ing, 
Whoſe hozle among them was firſt herde ney 
Without grutching,ulde be crowned kyng. 


Upon this mater what Goulde Jleger tary: 
Heteon was made an othe in ſpkerneſſe, 
Among theſe pzices one which was called Da 
Iprince of Perce excellyng ol nobleſſe, (ry 
Whych had a ſetuaunt þ ſloʒy bereth witneſſe 
That kept hys hozle , # thought in bery dede 
Yys loꝛde he wolde pzeferre at luche a nede. 


The ſayd ſeruant full leyghtly in werkyng, 
His dilygencelyſt nothyng to ſpare, 

The day to fozeſet of their metynge, 

At a plate, ſmothe, playne, and bare, 

Bys lozdes hoz(e,he made leape a mate: 

And on the moꝛowe when the pꝛinces met, 
On hoz\backe there hys lozde he let. 


Ind whan the hozſe thyder came agayn 
Aature anone affozced his cozage, 2 
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To nepe loude bpon the ſame playne 
Where as the mare had vled her paſſage: 
Kynde in luche caſe had great auauntage, 
By whiche fleyght playnly to teherſe, 

The layd Dary was crowned big of Perce. 


The pꝛynces all lyke theyz connention, 
Oꝛ Phebus chewed his firy de ames bꝛyght, 
Without u ryte 02 contradiccton 

From their hole (odaynly alyght: 

And vnto Dary as lowip as they myght, 
Sapd in grekeozthcy vproſe, 
Policromtudo Baſilcog 


Which is in latyn to ſpake in wozdes playne, 
Ind in englyche by expowning of ſcripture 
Iftes the Greke,as moche foz to lapne, 

As longe tyme myght the kyng endure 


And lpue in helth with good auenture, 


By the grate and fauour of fozrune, 
Upon all Perce to reigne and contune. 


Who wyll con ſydꝛe euerp cyꝛcumſtaunce, 
Itis a meruaple nat grounded on pzudence, 
By luch ſleyght a king to haue gouernaunce, 
Thzough tytle oz clapme as of iuſt euidente, 
So to be rayſed to kyngly excellente: 

But whan foztune fauoureth ſuche aſſap, 
Tyli Þ che chaunge ther tan no man ſay nay» 


Thus was kyng Dary bozne of lowe linage, 
Set vp by lleyght in eſtate honozable, 
Thought Þ he wolde foz his auauntage, 

To make his kyngdom #his reigne table, 
Wed ſuch a wyfe as tohym was moſt able: 
Demyng of trouth hys clapme were well a- 
Ok Cirus lyne if che were diſceded. (meded, 


To wede ſuche one was all his conetyle, 
Stable fozto reigne bpon the Pertiens, 
And as J fynde,in full cruell wyſe 

By the counſaple of falſe magicyens, 


A werre he gan the Egiprieng, 
Eke folly he gan ko to werrep 
Them of Ithenes, whichely®hym nat obey, 


And as mpne auctor maketh reherſayle, 
He foz his pꝛide and falſe pzeſumpcion, 
Was diſcomfytedtwyes in bataple: 
And neuer after, as made is mencyon, 

He was nat had in reputacpon 

Among Perctens,(o gan his ho noure fade, 
LOytyh lleyght he gan, with ame an ende he 


made. | | 
Che. 


- 


"MF. 


t che. viii. Chapter, 


¶ Dow Cozoltan by Romapnes exiled gan 
warte agaynſt them, ano how after they lent 
out his mother withother foz peace:which had, 
they elt him exiled, and after 
was llapne. 


Abu this Dary,as J rehearce can, 
And mine auctour liketh to conclude, 
To John Bochas came Coꝛolian, 

The molt wofull of that multitude: 

Which gan complaine vpon the ingratitude 
Ol the N omayns,how they whilom in dede 
Exiled his perſon ofrancour and hatrede, 


Whiche in his time would neuer ceace 
CTh:ougy his nobleſle a hys hygh renoun, 
Their common pꝛokite to augment & encrece, 
And fo2 to binge to their ſubiection 

Many a citye, and many a noble toun, 

Pet they agaynward foz all his chyualry, 
Him exiled ofmalyceandenuy, 


But whan this Marcus called Cozoltan, 
Saw of Romapus the great vnkindnes, 
Toward acountrey that called was Tulkan 
Ok high dildayne anone he did him dꝛeſſe: 
And them entreated of manly tell pꝛowes, 
To gyn a warre ſythe they ſo manly be, 
Thzough his coueiyng,agatne Nome ß citpe. 


Ind koꝛ to put them moꝛe in aſſukaunce 

To haue victozy thzough theit high renoun, 
He tolde them playnly of a great diſtaunce 
Ok a falſe ſtrife, and a diltencion 

That was of newe fall in Rome towne: 
Wherfoze they ouldcif it be pꝛouided) 
Coquere thelightly becaule thei wer deuided 


By their aſſent they made a great armpe, 
With ſtuſte foz war richely apparapled, 
Pyght his tentes tofoze that great citye, 
And in the fielde ſtode pzoudly battayled: 
But the hartes of Romayus haue the fayled, 
And durſt not paſſe the gates ok their toun, 
There was among the lo great deuiſion. 


Their citye ode that time deſtitute, 

With feare ſuppaiſed foz lache of gouernatice, 
Them to defende they foundeno refute, 

Sa farre enfebliched was their old puiſſaũce 
Fox euer gladly where ſtryfe and variaunce 

Ji any kingdome haue an entereſſe, 
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To their requeſt his eares to enclyne, 


Touchyng a defence,adue all hardineſſe. 


Within them lelfe they ſtode at debate, 

Itoze their enemies ready foz to aſſaple, 
Comtozt was none in hygh noz lowe eſtate, 
Foz where dilcozd is what auayleth coũlail⸗ 
Their fone wout, within them lelfe battayle 
B2ought in alas, to their confuſion, 

By the falle ſerpent of diſſencion, 


But at the laſt affozced and conſtrapned, 
They were coact after peace to ſeke, 

The caſe ſtode ſo,of nede they were papned 
Maugre theit might their harts foz to meke: 
Ind their milcheke moze to encreſe and eke, 
In augmentyng of their crueil fates, 
They law their enmies armed at their gates 


Q hey ſent out firſt pꝛieſtes of the toun, 
ith their enemies koz toentrete of pees, 
With humble pꝛofers, a lowe ſubiection: 
But Cozolian this is doubtles, 

Againe the Romayns was ſo merciles 
That grace none myght in his hart myne, 


Than the Romayns,the ſtozy tell can, 

To Uenturia made their pꝛapete 

Whiche was the mother of Cozolian, 

And to Uolumnta his faithfull wife entere, 
That they Qould both go in fere 

Unto that pꝛynte, beſechyng at the leſt 
Benignly to heare their requeſt. 


His mother firſt full pzudently abzayde, 
Unto her lonne makyng this queſtion, 
At their metyng to hym thus the ſayde; 
Shall J(quod Ge)foz ſhozt concluſion, 
Of faythfull harte and true affection, 
To thy pzeſence,declare finally, 

Be now receyued as mother oz enempe 


After thine aunlwere J muſt my lelke diſpoſe 
And my wittes ſpecially apply 
Cauſe ot my compyngclerely to vncloſe, 

And tell the effect of mine ambaſſatryz 

Ind my ſpeache ſo gouerne and gpe, 

After J am recepued to thy grace, 
My ſelfedeclaryng if J haue time and ſpace, 


Foz like thy mother if thou receiue me, 
And me accept bnto thy pzeſence, 

J matt therafter ſo gouerned be 
Totell my tale plapnly in ſentence, 


So that thou geue me frendly audience: 
Ind if J be not reteiued in luche wile, 
oꝛe ſtrongly my tale I muſtdeuiſe; 


This noble pꝛynce, this Coꝛolian, 
When that he heard his mother thus coplaine 
Full like a loꝝꝛde and a knyghtly man, 

Gan her embꝛate in his armes twapne, 
In lowly wiſe, there is no moze to lapne, 
Saue like a ſonne ot due and ryght 
To her he ſayd full lyke a manly knyght: 


Madamecquod he) be it to your pleaſaunce 
To hear my concept, as in this matere, 
With faythfull hart # humble attendauncs 
J you recepue as foz my mother dere: 

But and pe lpke benyngly tohere, 

The ingratitude done in molt crael wile 
Tome of Romapns, J purpoſe to chaſtiſe, 


Ih ſonne (quod che) touching their offence 
Done to thy nobles, their great outrage, 


They chal by menes their treſpace recopence, 


Ind thinke thou art bozne of their linage, 
And ſuffer hᷣ mercy thy rigouremay aſſwage: 
Ind think of nature thou maiſt not wel wlay 


Thing foz the which thy mother doth pzay, 


Thou Galt not cloſe thyne entraples of pitie 
To the requeſtes of me and ok thy wife, 

Noꝛ gynne a warte agapne thy countrey 

To ſtrop thy lyne by newe moztall ſtrife, 
Thy childꝛen and me to make vs loſe our life: 
Wey in balaunce to Romapns thy hatred, 
Againſt the lone of me and of thy kynred, 


Sende home agayn thy ſtraungeſouldiours 
Which ben lo redy ß Romains bloud to chede, 
Let ſtand in peace our walles a our towers, 
Suffer thy grace thy rancour to excede, 

So that thy pity map put away all dzede: 
And condiſcende to receyue foz hoſtage, 

Me to be pledge foz their great outrage. 


Behold the wobe in whiche thou were bozne, 

Ind ſe alſo mp naked ſydes twayne, 

By whiche thou were foltred here tokozne, 
If there were lack thou woldeſt cry a plaine: 

Remember theron and at me not diſdayne, 

But vnto mercy recepue this citee, 

At the requeſt Frere of thy wike and me. 


Whilom my milke thy theriching was a fode 
To unt thy cry whan thou diddeſt wepe, 
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(Their ſote dꝛops full hol ſome were and good 
Thy tender youth foz to pzeſerue and kepe: 
And like a mother to bꝛyng the a ſlepe, 
GD full okt tothe J was ſo kynde, 

her foze dete lone on my requeſt haue mind. 


Ikthat thou lyſt this city now tozment, 
Their demerites by rygour recompence, 
Punyche me foz them, and J wyll aſſent 
(To beare the gylt of their great offence; 
But dere ſonnelet thy magnificence 
Suffer of knighthode p mercy may in dede, 
Attemper thy rygour oz thou to dome pzocede 


Suffer Romayns to liue in quiete, 

Graunt the peace agayne their great outrage 
Some dꝛope of pity let in thyne hart fete, 
And thinke thou art bozne of their linage: 
Loke vpon them with mercifull vyſage, 
Whiche offer them ſeifes as they (al fulfill, 
(Their lyfe,thcir death, all wholy at thy will, 


Remember ol nature how that the lyon 

Set aſide his rage and his wodenes 

To them that mekely afoze him fall doun, 
His royall kinde will do them no dureſle, 

To exemplify to knyghtly noblcſle, 

wh rigozous (werd thou halt no moe manace 
Them that be lowly yelden bnto thy grace. 


Ind whan this pzynce,this Cozolian, 

Had heard all that his mother liſt to lapne, 
He goeth to her in all the hate he can, 
Beſpzent w teares 5; on his chekes rayne, 
And her embzaced with his armes twapne, 
And layde mother there may be nolettyag, 
Me hole of hart to graunt your aſkyng, 


Theſiege he made fo2 foauoyde away, 

And to repayze home to their countrye, 

And wyth his mother and wife he wag p dap 
With great gladnes and lolemnitie, 

Inon recetued into that citpe: 

Like as foztune him neuer wold haue fayled, 
But che fone after ot newe hath him aſſayled, 


The gery Romayns,ſtozmy,and vnſtable, 
YOhiche neuer in one ſtyll coulde abide, 
Againſt this pꝛynte moſt knyghtly a notable; 
Foz to conſppꝛe of new they gan pzouide; 
And baniſhed him to Tuſkan there beſide, 
Where he was flayne within a little ſpace 
Foz he the Romapns afoze toke to naa , 


CHowe Melciades Duke of Athens with 
(mail nombze vanquiſhed. vi. C. M. Percics 
aud after by hts comonte that aye of cuſtome 

deſyzeth achaung of pyzinces new, 
he was chapned in pzyſon, 
and ſo dyed, 


Monge other that putte theym lelte in 
pes. | 
F0z too bewaple their greuous heaup⸗ 


neſle, 

Came of Athens Duke Melciades, 

which thzugh his manhod a hygh pꝛoweſſe, 
And thzugh his knightly renomed nobleſle, 
Like as auctours his triumphes lyſt comed, 
Faught many a bataple his city to detend. 


And of victozies, as it is compyled, 

Foꝛ comon pzofyt of that noble toune, 
Faught wyth a tyzaunt Þ was tofoze exiled 
Called Hippias, which by falſe treaſon 

Had to kyng Dary made a ſuggeſtion 
Upon Athens in al the halt He might, 

To rayſe al Perce agapn the town to fyght, 


Sire hundꝛed. P.accounted was the nobze 
Ok Perciens armed in plate and maile. 
Them of Athenes by fozce to encombze, 
Echone aſſembled them p:oudly to aſſaple: 
But this Duke fox nothyng wold fayle 
Melciades, but knightly toke his place, 
LOtth ten thoulande he met him in the face, 


Fo both he was manly and ryght wyſe, 
And of his handes pzoueda ful good knight, 
Set vpon them with lo pzudent aupſe, 
That they of Perce foʒ all their great might, 
Were four tymes pu vnto the flyght 

By thylke Duke,if J all not fayne, 

Ind by the nobleſſe of other knyghts twain, 


Chempſtocles ycalled was the tone, 

Which of his hand as auctours liſt diſcryne 
Was in a felde pꝛoued on hys fone, 

The manlpeſt knight in his time alyue, 
Whych thylke day lo pꝛoudly dyd ſtrpue, 
Igayn the of Perce, ſuch a ſlaughter make 
That fynally the field they haue fozſake, 


Cynegirus a knyght eke ot that towne 
(The ſame day thzough his chyualry, 


The thirde bone 


With blody werde, as he went vp and Doun, 
without nombze in his melancoly 
=) Perciens,bokes (ſpecify: 
(That foz the tyme they no refute can, ran. 
Saue to their chyppes foz dzede of dethe they 


And there he wzought a ſtraunge marueyle 
As wziteth Bochas, affyzmyng it cectayne: 
The greateſt yp that barelargeſt ſaple 
with his righthand he gan it lo reſtrayne, 
Lyke as it had befaſtned wyth a chayne, 
Maugre Perciens whiche did the loze greue 
(That by no craft they could it not meue, 


But whan that they none other refute wyt, 
Frelp to eſcape out ofhis daungere, 

Tyl they his right hand cut of by the wziſt; 
But w his left hand he gan appzoche ueare, 
And helde it ſtyll, an vncouth thing to heate, 
That he had fozce ſo great a chip to let, 

But than alas his left hand of they (met, 


pet maugre the whan he their malice ſeeth, 
All were it ſo that he had loſt eche hande, 
The chip he ſtyll helde with his teeth 

Chat they ne mpght departe from the lande, 
Lybe as their veſſell had fal bpon (and; 
Cauled that day, mine auctour doth reherce, 
Twohundzed. M. were lain of the of perte. 


And whan this ſinguler mighty champion 
Cinegirus moſt bacouth of cozage 

Had done this maruaile,as made is mecion, 
Dk very anguich he fill into a rage, 

Lyke a beeſt furious and ſauage 

Ran about, alas fozlacke of mynde; 

In Bochas bokenomoze of him J finde. 


But in this pꝛoces after J beheld 

Ive howe that foztune can her frends fayle, 
Foz Melciades leder of that fielde 

Ind gouernour of al that great batayle, 
Cauſing victozy as made is reherſayl, 

pet his people of malice and of pze 

Again his nobles, falllp gan conſpire, 


They of Athenes let him in pziſon, 

And in chapnes mightily him bounde: 

Unkindly they yaue him this guerdon 

Foz al the knighthod they in him found, 
et had he ſulffred many a moztal wound 
n their diffence,and foz their libertees, 

To ſaue their liues, their toun, g ,, 
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Chis was the ende of duke Melciades, 
Chꝛough þ conſtreynt of his ſtronge bondes, 
Eke they exyled the knyght Thempſtocles 
Out of their towne to lyue in ſtraungelodes, 
Chat was ſo wozthy pꝛoued of his hondes, 
Co hewe the chaunge and mutabplite 
Founde in foztune,and euery comonte. 


¶ Lenuope. 


The ſtoꝛmp truſt of euery comonte 
Their gery coꝛages and trobled coſtaunce, 
In this tragedy men may behold # le: (ce 


Now vp, now doun, as foztune caſt her chaũ · 


Foz they of cuſtome haue joy # moſt pleſaũce, 
Jn their deſyzes vnſtedfaſt and vntrewe, 
To ſe ech day a chaunge of pzinces newe, 


Cozolyan of Rome, a chefe cytye, (date, 
Was there pzotectour thzugh his mighty pu⸗ 
Uenquiſſhed their enemies, let the inluerte, 
B ꝛought in rebelles to their obeplaunce: 

But they agaynwarde of wylfull variaunce 

Banyſſhed hym twple, and no cauſe knewe 

Saue foz to le achaungeofpzinces newe. 


The knyghtly nobleſſe,the magnaupmpte, 
The polyce,the pzudent gouernance 

Of Melciades duke of the countre 
Where Þ Athens is chefe towne in (ubſtatice, 
Whan he their comon gan moſt to auaunce, 
The moze vnkyndly in honor Þ they grewe, 
Moſt they wer buly to chaũge him foz a new, 


Thempſtocles hauyng the (oueraynte 

Of knyghtes all that bare ſpeare oz launce, 
Duryng his tyme, J take no moze on me, 
Foz cõparilons do oft tyme great greuaunce: 
Sire hundzed thouſande he put to vttraunce, 
Unto Athens neuer founde vatrewe, 

Pet they conſpy2ed his exyle foz a newe. 


What thyn may here flour in felycite 
Oz ſtande ſtable by longe contynuauncez 
Þ hyghe eſtates outher in lo we degre, 


owe flowe, now ebbe;nowe toy nowe mil⸗ 


Alter as foztune holdeth the balance, (chaũce, 


Ind ſpecially falle feyning and vntrewe,' 
e 


Koble pꝛintes in yout pꝛoſperſte 
On ſodayne chaunges let your 2 
Freſſhnelle of floures, ol bzaunches 8 beante, 
Haue aye on chaũge a treblyng attendaunce: 


Inn 


2e a chaunge of pzinces newe. 


Leaf. Ixx bi. 
In truſt of tomons is no perſeucraunce, 
As wynter & ſomer de dyuers of their hewe, 
So be they dyuers in chatige of pzinces niws 
(I Howe Xerxles — of Perce foꝛ bis ra⸗ 
upne and couetyle was dilmem- 
bzed in to lmall pieces. 
A Ad tokoze Borhas pitouſly wepynge 
Foz to declare his deedly heupneſle, 
Came Xerrſes nexte of Perce kynge, 
And gan coplayne his dole and his diltreſſe: 
Which in thꝛe thinges, p tozy bereth witnes 
And as the cronycle clerly can vs tell, 
All other pꝛinces in erthe he dyd excell, 
In high eſtate was none lo greate as he, 
Neyther in ryches,noz wozldly habundalice, 
Noz none that tyme of ſo great dygnite, 
Fo2 as it is put in remembzaunce 
He had all Perce vnder his obeylaunce: 
Noz neuer pꝛince as auctours do conciude, 
Hoſteped attones with luche a multitude. 
S pate of kpue pere he had his ozdynaunte, 
Seue hundzed thoulide people he dyd rapſe: 
Dempt of pꝛide agayn his gret puillaunce 
None erthly power myght counterpaple: 
But ſome auctozs alowe him nat noz pꝛapſe, 
Bytaule that he people to entombze, 
Set all his truſt to cõquere W gret nombze. 
But manly pꝛintes haue this opynion, 
In multytude ſtandeth nat victozy, 
Foz kaightly pzoweſle of euery champion 
Which ma niv taſt th in armes to haue victo⸗ 
Enpꝛynted hath fixe in his memozy, (ty, 
Marctall tryumphes god ne doth nat ſhewe, 
bꝛe great, no tathet than in fewe, 
This ſayd Xerxſeg by recoꝛde ot auctours, 
Had allo, in cronpcles as J rede, 
The hũdzed thouſande ſtraunge ſoudeours, 
Without ather that were of Perce a Mede: 
Whiche gan the erthe koz to ture and (pzede, 
D2ied rpurrs that they dyd attdyne, 
Karfedovune hylles, s made valeys playne, 
This was chefe tontepte ot his fantaſies, 
To haue all erthe onder ſubie ceton: 
Thought his power raught aboue the (kyeg, 
Dflurquedy aud falſe pꝛeſumpeion: 
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Foz as he demeth in his opynion 
Howe in his power playnly that it lay, 
Fro god of heuin the heupn to take away. 


But thylke lozde Þ can the meke enhaunce, 
Jad from their (ees the pzoude put doune, 
Jud namely them 5 haue no remembzaunce 
To aduertyle of wyſdome and of reaſon, 

To knowe the lozde molt mighty of renoune, 
The loꝛde oflozds which platnly to compyle, 
Wyll ſaffre tyꝛauntes to reigne but a while. 


And one the matuayle that euer J dyd rede 
Greateſt, and vncouth playnly vnto me 

Is howe Xerxles kynge of Perce # Pecde 
Foz to ſhewe a ſpecpall tte, 

Out of Alte ouer the great 
As layth myn autour,whs J dare alledge, 


In to Europe made a mygyty budge. 


Some men peraucture will ther at diſdayne, 
And lay it is a maruaylenat credyble, 
pet craft in caſe to ſuche thing may attapne, 
Vyych by nature ſemeth an impolipble: 

And as to me, it is a thing odyble 

Thynges to inpugne autentyke and olde, 
Whiche notable clerkes in their dapes tolde. 


Theſe newe men that haue but lytell ſepne 
Nouther expert in crafte noz in nature, 
Fozlacke of reaſon holde all ſuch thing beyne 
Though that it de remembzed in ſcripture: 

02 euerp maruaple and euery auenture 

8 ſtraunge to hym, as J reherce can 
That tackethþ cauſe wher ot p groũd began, 


This ſayd erxſes had eke poſſeſſion 
By the tytle ot his father Darye 

Of all Egypt, as made is mencpon: 
But they of Grete were to hym contrarp, 
Dyer tote he caſt no lenger foz to tar pe 

(This pꝛoude pzince, but mightely werr ey 
Lacedemonops, which wolde him nat obey. 


But one that was called Demaratus 
Whych of that country had afoze be kyng, 
Ind was eipled the ſtozp telleth vs, 


(That tyme w Xerxſes in houcholde abyding, 
Wyyche loued that land foz all his expling, 
Gaue the watning to laue the fro miſchaiice, 


Ot Xerxſes power and all his o ynaunce. 


He waote them letters grauen in a table, 
All thempziſes of Xerxtes out of doute, 
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Of all his ſtuſle, and people incomperable, 
Ind of his nombze aud his great rout: 

(The whiche cable couered was without, 
Full ſubtelly withe were yplaned plapne, 
That ofhis (onde there was no letter ſepne, 


Thus was thentent of Terxles firſt diſcured 
Unto the grekes,and all his faiſe wozkyng: 
But in one thinge they greatly were aſſured, 
Df truſt they had by expertknowlegyng 
n Leonidas their noble famous kyng, 
ch amog grekes of pꝛomes a fozeſight, 
Was in tho dapes holde foz the beſt knyght, 


Ok chyualry called the lode terre, (chene, 
Che ſonne of knighthod 5 Gone lo bꝛyghte 8 
Che beatet vp both in peace and warte 


And ſtrongeſt ppller, his partp to mayntene; 


(The grekes ryght hande their nobleſle to ſu⸗ 
Carboncle ot armes,myzrozof policie,cſtene, 
And luteſt capitayne a felde to rule and gye. 


And as mpne auctour remebzeth in his boke 
Howe in this cale he was natrecheles, 
But in all haſte four thouſand men he toke 
To let the wayes and compng of Ferxleg: 
And by an hyll called Thermophiles, 
Where Perciens began firſi their voyage, 
He knyghtip caſt to ſtoppe their paſſage, 


And ſecretly eſpyeng the compng 

Ok kyng Xerrles with ſtronge apparaple, 
He lyke a knyght made no tarying 
Chale out. bi. gũdꝛed armed in plate ; maile, 
Whiche in ſuche caſe might moſte auaple, 
Ind in defence and helpe of their countre, 
Wolde rather dye, than from the felde to lle. 


And touertly they toke their lodgyng, 

Ind kept them clole tyll it dzough to nyght, 
And at their dyner them ſelferefreſſhyng 
So as they ſate in ſteele armed bzight, 

The byng abzayde lyke a manly knyght, 

In to the felde afoze they hulde gone, 
Kyght thus he (apd amonge them euerychon! 


S pꝛs (quod he)nowe dyne merely, 

Ind with good wyne affozce your cozage: 
Lyke * knyghtes in pozpoſe fpnallp, 

Fo: lyfenoz 1 nat turning your byſage, 
But of aſſent caſte in pour paſſage, 

As pe het e dpne nowe in elpeciall, 

Co luppe at night with goddes — ; 
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This to meane ye chal yourCelfe ſeoparte 
Ig hardy knightes pzoudly to pꝛouide, 
Within the kelde alondze nat departe, 

But kepe cloſe and foz no dꝛede deuide, 

De ſyꝛe of woꝛchyp make to be your gyde, 
pour expert nobleſſe eternally to auaunce, 
By quicke repozte of newe remembeaunce, 


Ind haue thys day nothyng inmemozy _ 
Nother your ryches,blodc,ne your kinrede, 
Daue only hope and good truſt of victozy, 
Ind hardi pꝛoweſſe yon! toconducte and lede: 
Ind thinke knightli what halbe your mede 
With martial palmes your renome # name, 
In the higheſt place let in the houle of lame. 


Ind though ye be but a fewe in nombze 
Let inyour hertes one thyng be fantaſyed, 
While diuiſion dothe you nat encombze 

- Uictozp in armes map you nat be denied: 
Foz nothyng is to conqueſt moze applied, 
Than true accoꝛd amog pour (elf to hew , 
Though you in nombze be but verey few. 


But by this counſaple ſyngulerly notable, 
Ind by this knightes kingly good langage, 
They cecomfozted held them ſelte able 
Igayne their fomen to hold their paſſage: 
Ind fy2ſt of al of hertelye pzoude cozage, 
The Perciens moze moztally togreue, 
Within their tentes,they fyll on them at eue. 


They of Perce ydzowned were with wyne, 
This to lay,thzough their great exceſſe, 
Tyey lap and ſlept lpke as dꝛonkenſwpne, 
Their watthe nat ke pt: lo how ß dꝛökẽne ſle 
Cauleth oft of very recheleſneſſe, 

Fulmany a man that wyl nat take kepe, 
Foz to be murdzed a nightes whan thei ſie pe 


Ind as this kyng dyd his knyghtes lede, 
ThePerciens tentes aſlayling ſodapnlpe, 
O: they were ware oz toke any hede 

Them fo to affray they made an hidous cri: 
Defence was none vpon their party, 

Fo: men may knowe by olde erperyence, 

In folkes dꝛonke may be no reliſtente. 


Out of nombꝛe they ſlough of their fone, 
Ind ceaſed nat of all the longe nyght, 
Tyll on the mozowe that the ſonne Cone, 
That to beholde it was an bgiy (yght: 
Ind pzoude Terxſes put anone to klyght, 
Euer the laſt that wold his fone aſſaple, 


Leaf.lrrvii, 
And ape the firſt that fledde in batayle. 


In his flight ſo faſt away he ran, 

Foz therin was holy all his truſt, 

Ind of great trauayle anon this Xerxes gan 
Ok coward dꝛede, to haue lo great athurſte, 
Do dꝛy he was ok lalte, ſond, and duſt, 

Ind by the way ſerching ferre and nere, 

He nother founde wel ne riuere. 


Okauenture a mpery ground he fand, 

The water troubled, and blody of colour, 
And Ferxles there dzake water whis hands 
Him to refreſh in his deedly labour: 

And as he thought he neuer dꝛanke lycour 
To him moe holſom, fo ftrayt ſtode the caſe; 
Confecte with ſpices.pyment ,noz ypocras; 


This was the firſt miſcheke and the dzede 
In which Xerxes the mighti pꝛince ſtode, 
Here men may ſe luch as lyſt take hede 
Howe gery foztune furyous and wode, 

Wil not (pare foz riches noꝛ foz goode, 
Mighty pzinces which lyſt not God to know; 
From their eſtates to bzingthem ful lowe, 


O hatefull ſerpent of hygh pzeſumpcion, 
Ape vnſtable with gredy vſurpyng, 

By newe trouble of falſe ſedicion, 
Which lyſt of pzyde receiue no warnyng, 
Foz nowe Ferxles of Perce # Mede kyng; 
Purpoſed hath with odyous apparaile, 
The temple of gods contagioully ta ſſaylt. 


Foz as him thought it myght nat ſuffiſe 

To great example ok his contrartous p2yde, 
Howe here tofozne god did him chaſtyſe 

By mannes hande, to ſet his pompe aſpde: 
But nowe of newe he gan agayne pzoupde 
By ſacrylegehis mighty hand to dzeſſe, 

To ſpople Appollo, reue hym his richeſſe. 


There was in Delos a temple thylke day, 
Moſte ſtatelp builded and ſet bp by maſons 
Great pmages, relpques, and ryche aray. 
Of golde and tones in ſondry manſyons: 
And there Appollo to ſondꝛy queſtyons 
paue redy anlwere, the ſtozp telleth thus, 
And he was called Appollo Delphicus. 


Four thouſand men Ferxles thyder (ent 

By his auite choſe out fo2 the nones, 

Ful clenly armed, and as they thether went 

(To ſpoyle the temple of gold and rich ſtones, 
O. it, With 


with lodain leuin thei wer b2ft lech a bones, 
With tempel, thundze, hapl, # hydous rein, 
Conſumpt echone, and neuer after ſeyne. 


The great Apollo whiche chineth bꝛyghte in 
Had of this Xerxes great indignacto, cheuin 
Which made his people be tonlũpt w leuin 
In cruel puniſhing of his pꝛeſumpcion: 

pet he purpoſed to his confuſion, 

Syth on the land he nothyng myght wyn, 
Upon the ſee a new werte to begin. 


Gan to make ſo great an ozdynaunce, 
That his nauy couered all the ſee; 

Pet Neptunus thought him not to enhaunce 
Within her boundes to haue no Ipberte, 

Foꝛ Themyſtocles with a ſmall meyny 
Belyde a cytie called Salamine, 

Him and his chyppes bzought vnto ruyne. 


pet as I fynde this pꝛoud kyng Xerrſes 
Had on his party Themydoza,the quene 
Ok Haltarnois which put her ſelf in pꝛees 
Irmed in plates that ch one ful bzight xHene, 
Ind thenarme of Kerxſes to ſuſtene, 

This woman faught lyke a fell wolueſſe, 
And many a greke that day che did oppꝛelle. 


It was a ſtraunge meruaple foz to here: 

To ſe a woman ſo ſturdy of vyſage, 

pet men expert all day may le and lere, 
They be by nature ful cruell of coꝛage, 

Ind no cowardes found of their langage: 
Set at aſſay and than it (all be (ene | 
Wher they be ferfull their quarell to (uſtene, 


They mai of mekenes ew a fayze pzetence, 
Some ſerpent is of colour (ylaer chene: 

Ind ſoine ffoures ful freſh of apparence 
Growe on thyſtels rough, arp, and kene. 
Ind ſome that ben angelyke to lene, 

And very heuenly with their golden treſſes, 
Ben at a puree verye lponeſſes. 


To lay the lothe a pooze man map beſhent, 
J dare no moꝛe ſpeke of this matere, 

Vut kyng Kerxles foz all his pod entent, 
All his naup and his people yfere 

Were put to flight, a outraied oftheir chere: 
Their chyppes dꝛowned amonge the waues 
That none abode of al that multitude, crude 


Kkyng Ferrſes hurt and wounded moztally, 
Unnethes he might the great payne endure, 
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Dis quakyng hert quit him ſo cowardly: 
On lee and lande ſuche was his auenture, 
And pet agapne his damages to recure, 
The hunoꝛed. M. of teyghters her gan call, 
Upon grekes ot newe foz to fall. 


A mighty Duke called Mardonpug, 

Was captayne made his people toz to lede, 
But Themiltocles(min auctoz telleth thug) 
Knowing of Eerrſesthe cowardnes # dzede, 
A lettre made foz tobe (ent in dede: 
Enfourming him by grekes greate outrage, 
How ok his bzidge was bzoken the paſſage, 


Ok which maruayle when ther came tidinge 
To king Xerxles,he after anon ryght 

As he that was aferde ofech thynge, 

Full lyke acowarde tooke him to the flyght: 
led in a bote lyke acoward knyght, 

Ok al his people there were no moꝛe plepne, 
To awapte vpon him laue a chamberleyne, 


All his people departed here and ponder 
Standyng in miſchefe a great indygence, 
To many a coaſt they wee and rode aſonder, 
Pyned with hunger, lacked their diſpence: 
Puniched alſo wyth vnware peſtplence, 
Feble ot trauayle, myght not endure 

Fo2 impotence to carpe their armure. 


Alas eche way lay ful of carapnes, 

The ſoyle with blode ſtapned, and the grene, 
The apꝛe terrible of pathes and of plaines, 
That no man might it endure noz (uſtene, 
The (auour was ſo odpous and vnclene: 
Rauenous foules ful homely in their ſight, 
Them ſelke to fede vpon the coꝛle alyght. 


The hundꝛed. M. ol Perciens were ſlayne, 
Which Mardonpus afoze full pꝛoudly lad, 
Ok which tiding king Xerxſes was not fapn, 
But foꝛ diſtreſſe and loꝛow gan to mad: 
And one the laſt miſchefe that he had 

Was whan Thimon, a noble grekich knight, 
Xerxes diſcomkited, and put his men to flight 


This Thymon was ſonne to Melciades, 

His father whilom of Athenes kyng. 

Which laſt of all outrayed hath Letxles, 

Saue of his ende there fyll another thyng: 

Artabanus full ſleyghty of werkyng 

Which to Ferrſes was not ſuſpect in dede, 

Compalled his dethe, in Bochas as J hes 
p 
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This Artaban was pꝛoueſt ofhys houle, 
A n officer moſt eſpecyall: $2710 1691 ONE, 
With his ſeuen ſonnes,ltrong.and diſpitous, 
Fyll vpon-Ferxles in his patayes ropa: 


And in his ſtoꝛp as it is remembzed, j 
On pieces ſmall they haue din dilmembyed, 


This was of Zerxſes the laſt fynal mede; 
Ok his high pꝛide the funerall guerdon: 
Fro his two kingdomes ot Perce and Mede 
Froward foꝛtune hath hym plucked doun: 
What may auayle the dominacion 

Ol ſuch pꝛinces as hold them lelfe euyn 


Foz to be egall with goddes hyght in heuyn⸗ 


Men liſt not know ſuch chaũges foz no p2efe, 
And namely pzinces in their puiſſauntes, 
Againſt erthly parels + all woꝛldlye milchefe 
{They can pꝛouyde theim , ſet ozdynaunces, 
As they that dꝛede foztunes varyaunces: 
But to God ward they take ful lytel hede, 
Foz the great riches which they do pollede. 


It they may heare of an erthe quaue 

Tokoꝛe it fall,02 any token ſe, : 
Than wyl they go anon them ſelf to ſane 
Outof their houles, ⁊ from the townes fle 
To put their life the moꝛe in ſuerte, 

Leſt their building made ol lo great coſtage, 
Fyll vpon them in that moztall rage. 


Oꝛ ik an hoꝛſe ronne oute of his ſtable, 
B2eke his colere, thicke, double, and longe, 
Men wpl ozdayne a locke ot yzon able 

To kepe hym in, be he neuer lo ſtronge: 

Ind thus men tan redzeſle euery wzonge 
Touching the body by great aupſenelle, 
Saue foz the loule they wyl nothing xedzes, 


Whan a ryuer paſſeth ferre his boundeg, 
Boyleth vpward, fyndeth no reſiſtence, 
Wynnethland, and ouerfloweth groundeg, 
Dꝛewneth townes with his vyolence, 

pet men wyl trauayle to fynde a defence: 

To turne her cours ſom way (hal be ſought, 
But toward god me thike iytell oz nought, 


Agaynlt lickenes men leke medicines, 
Letwaries, and dyuers pocions, + 
Serche in phyſike ſondꝛy diſciplynes, 
Chem to dpete in their tranſgreſſions, 
Reſtozatyues, and ehe confeccions, 
But vnto Godward in this pꝛelent lpke, 


Men not ur n trie. 
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Men their bodies wyl put in diſtreſſe 
Dt kalle dely ze, and couetous ferueiice, 
Onlꝑ tatroche and voyn great ryches, 
Sutfre colde, labour, and vpolente, 

And nother ſpare foz gold, noꝛ fox dyſpente, 
To vnderfonge perylles, of vapngiozy 

Only fozthynges that ben tranſitozy, + 


They paſſe mountains, a many hidons roch, 
In hope it Huld to their entent auaple, 


o 
* 


To maup moꝛtal monſtre they appꝛoche, 


And many vncouth ſea they laple, 
Jeopart their lyłe in warre and fn bataple, 
By many a daunget, mant ſkreyt they ride, 
Foz wo!ldly treaſoz which wyl not abide, 


But toward goodes that ben perdurable, 


Full lytle oz nought their hertes they encline: 
Noz td the heuenly company moſt notable, 


They wyl not lyft vp nother heedne eyne, 


Toward the ſpheres of Phebus and Lucine, 
Caſtyng their ſtremes to vs from ferre, 
Which to conſidꝛe all wozldly men done erre. 


What myght auayle the great conetyſe 

Ol kyng Kerxles, in his eſtate ropale 

Ol the gret people whith ye haue herd deuile 
Ten hundꝛed. M. the people was nat (mall, 
But fo all that he had an hydous fal, 

Whan that he was (as tofoze is remembzed) 
On pieces linale piteoully dilmembzed, 


e>Lentioye. 


His tragedi put vs in remembzaſice 
Ok ß vnliker klaterpng a biyndneſſe 
r Bothoffoztune, and of her vat iaũce, 
And of her vgly froward doublenes, 
In Berxſes ſhewed foz all his ryches: 
To vs declaring plainly in figure, 
A taupnous pꝛince may no whyle endure, 


Kyng verrſes had bnder his obeyſaunce 

Al Perce and Medecthe ſtoꝛi bereth witnes) 
Thought all erthe to lyteli in ſubſtaunce 

Co ſtaunche the etyke ol his gredyneſſe: 

A fret oł hauing put him in ſuch diſtreſſe, 
Whole fyne declared by recoꝛde of ſcripture, 

I rauinous pꝛince map no whyle endure, | 


He made alſo an odious oꝛdynaunce, 


Of lurquedy his power foꝛ to dzeſle, 
O. ili. Ts 


To robbe the gods, maugre their-putiſaunce, - 
And 5 the temples, of their krowatdnes 
Take their trea(ozs agaynall rightwilnes: 
But they hun chewed, ol lodayne auenture, 
A rauinous pzince may no vohyle endure. 


Great Ippollo toke on his men vengeaunce, 
With vaware tempeſt foꝛ al their ſturdines, 
Leuin & thunder bzought them to milchaũce: 
Guerdon moſt able agayn the falines 

In pꝛinces yertes,aye playnly to expꝛes 
yo by raupne riches wyl tecure, 
God wyl nat luſfre him longe to endure, 


Noble pzinces ſtable in pour conftaunce, 
ve that deſpze to ſtand in lpkernes, 
Kemembze oft vpon the fatal chaunce 
Ok pꝛoud Xerxſes, and his curſednes, 
Pour life diſpoſing in your hygh noble g: 

t that ye lyſt pour Cates to aſſure, 

ſchue raupne,and pe Gal long endure. 


The.xi.Chapter, 


CHow Artabanus murdzed king Xerx- 
ſes, and howe hym lelte 
was murd2ed after, 


N Ext theſe tragedies weping a dolerous 
QObyle Bochas ſtint a wold haue be in 
I knight appered called Irtabanus. (pees, 
Whyche had afozne murdzed king Xerrſes, 
And gan his complaynt foꝛ to put in pzees: 
Full concludyng, to ſpeke in wozdes plapne, 
Who vleth murdze by murdze (hal be llapne. 


This Artabanus byrecozd of wziting, 

With verxlſes pꝛouoſt whylom ag J rede, 
Faiſly conſpyzed by ſleight ofhis wozkynge, 
Foz to be kynge bothe of Perce and Mede: 
Hauing ſeuen (onnes which that wer in dede 
Wozthy knyghtes, manlp, and right ſtronge, 
Albe their father was let to do great wzong, 


Foz he pꝛeſumed by bſurpacion, 

40 Perce and Mede to quench þ clere lpght: 
nd trouble the lyne of iuſt (ucceſſion. 

Foz ſo as he of foꝛce, and nat of ryght 

Nothyngreſemblyng to a trewe knight, 

The murdze of Xerxles failly did oꝛdapne, 

Right lo he caſt to murdze his ſonnes twain, 


And to conclude playnly,and not tarye, 
This ſapd kpng that called was Xerxles, 
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Had two (onnes,the eſt called Da 
And that other colled — IF 
whach as the ſtozy reherceth,doutles 

Were by dilcent bo2ne to (uccede 


- After their father, to reign in Perce # Mede. 


| (know 
The mutrd2e of Ferrſes outward was vn⸗ 


Noz how Artabanus had þ treſon wzought, 
Ty] afterwarde within a lytel thzowe, 
He had of newe fozged out and ſought 
Fals odious trains, that wer neuet thought, 
Told Irtaxerſes as he gan with him rown, 
Howe Dary caſt to octupy the croun, 


And how the dethe of Terrles was oꝛdained 
Only by Darp, and by none other wight. 


 wher vpon, which ought be complayned, 


Artaxetxſe s pꝛouided anon right 

The (laughter of Dary,# ſo agayn all ryght 
This younge bzother in his innocence, 
Was faiſly ſlaine and did none offence, 


Pe wote by whom this treſon wascompalſled, 
Twene bzethern twain to make Diuiſion, 
The ponger flapne and nothyng treſpaſed, 
M olte redy wap to the diltruccion 

Ok Irtarerxles,foz in concluſpon, 

Whan the bzethernemurdzed were in dede, 
Artabanus thought to ſuccede, 


But Artaxerxles by playne inſtruccion 

Ok one that was called Baccarus, 

By tokens knewe the couert falle treaſon 
Ok this afozeſayd double Irtabanus: 

And howe that he by traynes outragpous, 
Had XEerxles ſlapne( as ye haue herd tofozne) 
And Dary appeched, wherby he was lozne, 


But this bncouth ſtraũge treaſon wꝛought 
Whan Irtarxerrſes had knowlegpng, 

By great aduile wapes he hath (ought, 
Irtabanus to bzyng vatorekenynge: 

But (pecyally he dzed him of one thyng, 

He feble was to bzyng this thing about, 
Dt hys leuen lonnes he had lo great doute, 


But foz to acromplythe fully his entente 
Ful ſecretly this was his oꝛdynaunce, 

To al the woꝛthy he hah his letters ſent 
Dwellyng in Perce, vader his obeyſaunce, 
Without excule oz lenger attendaunce 
Armed cchone, and iibeſpecyall 

Co come in haſte, vnto his courte ropall. 


Caule 
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The kynges purpoſe was holden ſecre, 
Ind kept lo cloſe both from hye and lowe, 
That to his meanyng no man was pziue: 
Except the kyng ſayd he woulde ſe 

What number of men,ifit come to nede, 
Jn his defencehe mygyt gather and lede, 


Ind among other came Artabanus 
Untothe tourt, and liſt not foz to faple, 

3 man that was cruell and couragious, 
Full offleyghtes in all his gouernaple, 
Whiche thilke tyme armed was in maple, 
Foz he with him none other armure lad, 
Saue on his backe an haburion he had. 


Than Irtaxerſes beyng in his strength, 

To him abzayed of falſe affection, 

Foz that mp maple wanteth of his length, 

J woulde with the chaunge myne habur ion: 
The tother haupng none eupll = 
Ungyzt him ſelfe would no lenger abide, 
Bothe (wozde a dagger caſt the farre alide, 


Ind while that he thzew of his haburion 

Ind with the mayle topped was his light, 
He being naked, foz <o2t concluſion 

The king out pulleth a (wozde kene & bzyght 
Ind thꝛough the hert he roue him anon right; 
And after that of indignacion, 

Toke his ſeuen ſonnes,# caſt them in pꝛylon. 


Ok their ende what choulde J moze endite, 
No of their death make digreſſion: 

God may his vengeaunce a while reſpite, 
But murder wyll out ⁊ all ſuche treaſon; 
Ind foꝛ Artabanus had a condicion 

Falſely to murdercas ye tofoze haue ſepne) 
w viware murder guerdoned was agepne. 


Thus euer murder requireth fozhis wages, 
Slaunder impoztable odyous to heare, 
J woꝛde diffamous moſt foule in all ligages 
The ſounde hozrible by repoꝛt to appeare, 

I clips during whoſe darknes may not cleare 
Foz this woꝛde murder moſt vgly e vnkayze 
By a tehearſyng infecteth all the ayze. 


¶ The.rit. Chapter. 


Chow duke Palantes # Spartenoys war⸗ DO 


red theim of Miſſene foz raui⸗ 
Gyng their mapdens. 
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of John Bothas os, 
Cauſe oftheir coming was to them not know 


Boche 


Fter the death and fatall caas, 

Aud piteous murder of Irtabanug, 
Next inozder appeared to Bochas 

I mighty duke called Palantug, 
Sonneofak named Arathus, 

Which was exiled, though he no treaſon ment 
Out of his citye that called was Tarent. 


Upon his exyle he ſoze gancomplayne, 
Belechyng Bochas to get him a ſpace = 
Within his boke to wzite his greuous payne; 
Albe though he whtlom ſtode in grace, 

By glad alpectes of foztunes face: 

Foz che him rayſed by fauour ofher might, 
To dukes eſtate from a poze knyght, 


But cereouſly this matter to tonuep, 

Dow he was made duke and gouernour, 

Wyan Sparteyns gan moztally warrep 

1 & Millenes, as ſayth mine auctour, 
th great toſtage and diligent labour, 

And caule was this, fo they w mighty hand 

Rauithed by fozce all maydens of the lande. 


Fo; this people now named Spartenois, 
g the ſtoꝛy clerely can deuile, 

Were celled afoze Lacedemonois, 

In armes „Are and ryght wile: 
And while they did a ſolemne ſacrifiſe 
Unto their goddes, the people of M eſleny. 
Rauiched their maydens oz they it did elpy. 


On whiche wꝛonge fo2 to do bengeaunce, 
The Spartenots caught indignacion, 

Ind of aſſent with all their whole puiſſaunce, 
They layed a ſiege rounde about the toun; 
And of one wyll and one affection 

They made a vowe þ ſiege when they begon, 
Neuer to depart tyll the towne were won, 


Ffoze the towne fully ten pere they lay, 

Ind fro the ſiege as they had made their othe, 
(They not departedneyther night noz dap, 
But ſtyll abode and not a ſunder gothe: 
Tyerot their wiues at home were wzothe, 
To their huſbandes a meſſengere they ſent, 
Under theſe woades,declaryng their entent. 


Sapd it was not accozdyng with reaſon 
They like widowes to liue diſconſolate, 
ithout comfozt oz conſolation, 
Farre fr6 their huſbandes to ſtande deſolate, 
Milcheues colidzed that fal in eche eſtate, 
By long ablente( which eche man chold dꝛede) 
O. iii. Thzough 
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Chꝛugh diuers ſicknes f fal in womanhede. 


The tyde abydeth nat foz no maner man, 
Noꝛ ſtynt her courſe toz no creature: 

And harde it is as we rehercecan, 
Tyynge to withſtand that cometh ol nature: 
Harme done by kynde is froward to recure, 
And there is founde full lyte il ſpkernes, 
Werte as nature affozceth bzotyineſſe. 


This lytell ſonde ought ynough ſuffyſe, 

To declare domage that mapfali 

By longe ablence, folkes that ben wiſe 
Somtime departed agayn men may nat cal, 
That ſeldome is ſene in loue doth appall. 
Jud nothing maketh moze wpues erre 
Chan dilceuetaũtce of folke that be in werre, 


This was theffect plainly inſubſtaunte, 
Sent to their haſbandes which at ß lege lat, 
Complapning they had had no pleſaunce 
Space ok ten pete, as inlones.plap: 
But de lolate, in ſoꝛowe, and great affrap, 
Their iyfe they lad ,atyzmyng in lentence, 
Caule of their coſtrait, was their lög abſece, 


Ind whan the letters were at the ſiege rad 
Tokoꝛe the cytie in all their moꝛtal dtpues, 
They were aſtonied and gan to ware lad, 
Aud very wery almoſt of their lyues, 

Fot to conſid2e the complaint of their wiues: 
Tyl their captayne a remedy out ſought, 
By whole counlayl euen thus they wzought, 


Firſt old knightes that the ſiege ſwoꝛne 
Jt fo2 to accomplich, and caſt them to be true 
His counſayl was as they had hight befozn 


Co hold their pzomiſe,# therfoz nothing rue: 
But yonge knightes that were come of new, 


MWyght as they lyſt frely at their wyll 
Chole whether they wold go oz byde ſtyll. 


Ind herupon fo2 their moſt auayle (braũce 
In haſte their captayne as made is temem⸗ 
Ok high pꝛudence gaue them this counſaile, 
That knyghtes old, lych their aſſuraunce, 
Shuld of the liege haue the gouernaunce: 
And pong knightes moſt freſh # welbeſeyne, 
Shuld from the liege home be lent agepne, 


They made among the a ſtraũge ozdinaunce, 
It their home comyng, without difference 
To enterchaſige their wrues foꝛ pleſaunce: 
And take her firſt that came to his pꝛe ſence, 


The thirde boke 


This was thaccozde among them in ſentfce, 
Moſte redy way to their opinion 


To engendzure and pzocreacion. 


There was amonge the quarel nother ſtryſt 
Jn this mater,noz no baryaunce, 

Foz eueryman miſuſed others wyſe, 

Co theit deſyzes as was to them pleaſaunce; 
And thus childzen thzugh this ozdynaunce 
That were engendꝛed, the caſe is thus befal, 
Parthenois men did them after cal, 


Dyich in our tong to ſpeke in wozds plain, 


Itter the greke who lyſt conſpdzeand ſe, 
Js no moze playnly foꝛ to ſapue, 

Than thilk chyldzen which engendzed be 
In auoutry: wherkoze in that countre 
Parthenots of cuſtome they were named, 
Boꝛne of wombes which that were diffamey 


The falſe occaſion of thys auoutrp 

Cauſed after great miſchefe anddomage; 
That noman coude as foz his partye, 

By (ſucceſſion whan he came to age, 

By tytleof right clayme his herytage: 

Fo: where a lyne fal(ly dothe pzocede, 
Þard is to know by right who hal ſuccede. 


The diſturbaunce of falſe ſucceſſion, 

And tytels claimedaffozced w great myght, 
Where that auoutry hath dompuacion 
Ind is ſuppoꝛted of wyl and not of tyght, 
And clapm of trouth hath loſt his clere light: 
Though their parties mighti be and ſtrong, 
God wyll nat ſuffre they hall endure longe. 


Ind Parthenois papſing all the ſe thynges 
Howe falſe aſſuraunce was in their lynage, 
The gentle bloud troubled firſt of kynges, 
Foꝛ no man knew of high noz lowe parage 
His owne father, by lykelyneſle ot v3 (age; 
Noz father none by his great erroure, 
Coude peue no tytle to his ſucceſlour. 


Wher vpon folowed a great miſchaunce, 
Hateful to heare,thzough the countre: 

Eche man troubled in his countenaunce 
Who chulde clayme by any lyberte 

Co entre his lande, oꝛ to ſtande fre: 

Such doute they had eche man foz his party, 
So impoꝛtable was their auoutry. 


This great miſchefe, who ſo taketh hede, 
By longe pꝛoces made the to know and _ = 
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How they were able, as by likelihede, 

Fo: their outrages to fall in pouertie: 

Ind of aſſent they caſt them foz to flie 
Under a captain by ſtrong and mighty hand 
Foz that countrey to wyn (ome other lande. 


And as J rede, they chaſe duke Palantus 
Of whom J pate, to gouerne the paſſage, 
Takyng no leaue the ſtozye telleth thus: 
It their depart vegynnyng their vyage, 
They were lo conkuſe ofchere and of vyſage, 
Foz there was none of that great route, 

To chole his father but þ he ſtode in dout. 


They helde them lelues very aſhamed, 

Ind foꝛ hame out of the lande they went, 
Like people diſclaundered and diffamed, 
Though the auoutry to which they did aſſet: 
Ind to acitye that called was Tarent, 
Which ant in Poile a mighty ſtronge coũtry 
This duke Palantus came with his meyny, 


And there he put thzough his great myght, 
Thecitizpns ont of that citpe, 

Ind gate Tarent full lyke a manly knyght, 
Ind there abode in long pꝛolperitie, 

As gouernour and duke of that countrey, 
Tyll that his people by falſe colluſion, 

Him to depꝛiue (ought out occaſion, 


They him eriled whan he was fall in age, 
Lo what it is in commons to aſſure, 
Stoꝛmy of hart, vnſure of their courage, 
That ſelde oꝛ neuer their frendchyp dothe en- 
Men map to day their fauour recure, (dure: 
And to moꝛo bo let ſet it at a pꝛefe) 


They ratheſt hinder wha men be at miſchefe. 
¶ The.riiit. Chapter, 


4 Of Ceſon Nuincius eriled,and 
Graccus taken pzy- 
loner, 


Can no moꝛe rehearte of Palantes 

Duke and leader of Parthenois, 
But J wyll tell how Ceſon Quincius 
Came befozeBochas w a full piteous voyce, 
Dis tale gan how G rattus pzince of Equois, 
Bothe at ones gan their ſonge entune, 
Moſt dolefully to plapne on foztune. 


This myghty pꝛynce Ceſon Quincius 
Complayned firſt as made is mencion, 


tat. lx t 


How they of Rome wer contrarious 
And kelly wzought to his deſtruction, 
And full vniuſtly baniched him the toun: 
And notwithſtandyng he was a dictatour, 


Him to cõtounde they did their buſy laboure. 


Cauſe ot his erplecompaſſed as J rede. 

That he was ſlowe they layd and negligent, 
im to defende, touchyng appeale in dede 

ich again him was bzought of falle entet: 

pet Cyncinatus his father, by aſſent 

Payde foz amendes as ſayth cronyclers, 

Met out of lande dzaught of the arblaſters. 


pet his enemies would not be content, 
But pꝛocede that he was ekiled, 
Did extoꝛcion ofhis iudgement, 
As in his ſtoꝛy full playnly is compyled: 
e after neuer myght be recontyled, | 
hiche J haue pitye to put in temembzaũce, 
So litle offfce ould haue lo great vegeatice 


Graccus of Rome called Cloellus 
zince of Equois mine auctour (aithþ lame, 
as in his time notable and glozious, 
Ind a great duke full renoumed of fame: 
But how þ people of Equois toke their name 
Under (uppozt that no man haue diſdayne, 
J will the pꝛoceſſe here declare in certaine. 


ohn Bochas ſayth there is a nation 

hiche that firſt were called Hunoys, 
And ſecondly alſo by ſucceſſion 
Of full long tyme named Anathois: 
And alderlaſt men called them Equois, 
Like as {trow (mine auctoꝛ ſaith theſame) 
Ot hozle molt lwykt, they toke firſt the name. 


And as it is remembzed in ſentence, | 

By their manhode,and famous hardines 
Igayne Alexander they made rong defence 
On hoꝛlbacke though their great (wiftnes: 
Beſyde the hyli(playnly to expꝛeſſe) 

Whiche in cronicles is called Caucaſus, 
Thys people of Equois were vyctozpous. 


To they nobles playnly as J fynde, 
Nothyng in earth was mote expedient 

In their coqueſt of Ethiope and Inde, 

As hozle molt ſwykt, leruyng their entente: 
Therby conqueryng all the Ozyent, 

So great pzowes was in their paſſage, 
That Equois bzought all Egypt to _—_ 
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Thus where euer Equois did abpde, 

They gate great good to their poſſeſſion: 

And Graccus was their gouernour and gide 
Wyiche by his ſtrength and falſe ſuggeſtion, 
Againe the Komapns fyll in great rebellion, 
But to wſtand him they lent out anonryght, 
Cincinatus pꝛoued a full good knyght. 


De was well truſted and knowe in the toun, 
Ind fot his pzudence cholen a Dictatour, 
His lyuelode (mall and his poſſeſſion, 

Ilbe he was a woꝛthy warriour: (bour, 
Whiche hath vainquiched by his knyghtly la⸗ 
The laid Graccus, foꝛ all his wozthy power, 
And home to Rome b2ought him p2yſoner, 


Cyncinatus in his chare was ſet, 

Called Quintius foz this great victozy, 

Ind moſt ſolemnely wyth Senatours met, 
Which paue to him foz to encreace his glozy, 
Laude oftryumphe,to put him in memoꝛp: 
And Graccus after foꝛ his rebellion, 

With chapnes bounde, caſt in darke pzyſon, 


Ind there he dyed in full great miſchefe, 
After his conqueſtes, firſt famous à notable, 
An euidence to vs and a great pzefe 

How foꝛtune is ape falſe and vnſtable, 

Euer double, frowarde, and decepuable, 

T he fall of Graccus declare gan full wele, 
That whylom late lo hygh vpon her whele, 


_ C Thexriiii. Chapter, 


Here Bochas reheatſeth the tyzanny 
of Ippus, and falſenes of 
iudges. 


N — ſtandynge Bochas befoze hath 
| tolde, 

- Ol Apius the falſenes impoztable, 
Andhis outrages # (urfetes many folde., 
Toberemembzed hatefull and repꝛeuable, 
Pet as hym thought it was here couenable, 
To moze rebuke and ſpottyng ofhis name 
New to rehearſe his (launder and defame, 


The great offences of this Apius, 

And oppzeſſion that he vpon him toke, 
Made hym grow ſo inly couetoug, 
Thꝛough his raupne ß all the people quoke: 
As ye map le in the leconde boke, 

Where myne auctour doth clerely ſpecifp 
His fraude in domes, and his lechery, 


As is tofoze made cleare mencion, 


Eke thys tyꝛant remembꝛed pe may rede, 
Chiefe mdge he was with other officers, 
Called decemvir,# th2ough his pꝛyde in dede 
Agapn the cuſtome of theim þ were his feres, 
He made be bozne ſtanderdes and baneres, 
In other wpfe, ot hygh pzeſumption, 

Then vled were befozne in Rome toun, 


Theſe tudges had a cuſtome andmanere 
Like their eſtates, in theyz gouernaunce, 
Eche after him to haue bozne a bannere, 
Where they went, ſuche was their ozdinaſice 
By twelue ſergeatites numbzed in lubſtaũce: 
But Apius of pꝛyde and great outrage, 
Pchaunged hath that cuſtome and vlage. 


He fyꝛſt oꝛdeyned eche Gould in his place 
Ok Detemvir, haue a banner bozne 

In their walkyng the people to manace, 
In hundꝛed men ok armes them bekozne, 
And twenty ouer(by a ſtatute {wozne) 
Wherby the citye bare great coſte in dede, 
Ind all the people were put in feare à dꝛede. 


To le the ſargeaũtes walke in plate x maple 
They thought it was a maueplous wozking 
Judges to go wyth ſuche apparayle 

u their pꝛoceadyng as eche had ben a kyng: 
And whole the entent of Ipius menpng 
Vas that he Gould of power and myght, 
Do what hym lyſt were it w2onge oz ryght, 


Theryghtfull punyche, and the gylty ſpare, 
Fauour wꝛonge foꝛ bꝛybes and foz mede, 
The people oppzeſſed ſtode in ſoꝛo w and care, 
Founde no ſuccoure to helpe the at their nede: 
Lawe was there none, foꝛ realõ lay by dzede, 
Wyll was iudge, and pleaſaunce equitie, | 
And thus by maiſtry was gouerned the citye, 


Ind as it is remembꝛed by Bochas, 

Ipius was lecherous of nature, 

And caught a quarel as ye haue herd the caas 
Agaynſt Virginia, a mapde clene and pure; 
Ind foꝛ he Gould nothyng in her recute 
Touchyng his luſt, her father in that ſtryfe 
With a charpe ſwozde made her loſe her lyfe. 


And foz thys tyꝛant by falſe rybaudzy 
Cauſed her death by haſty vyolence, 
And foꝛ heGould her beauty not maiſtry 
Diyng a mayde in her chaſte innocence, 
Therfoze he was demed in ſentence 


Fo 


Foz to be chayned and dye in pꝛylon. 


Eke Detem vir loſt their power, 

And neuet in N ome after bare no name, 
Noz of that ſect was made none officer; 

Ind among all Xpius bare the blame, 
Whoſe cryme rebotideth to his etcrnal (ame 
Is xe haue heat d, who that can dilcerne, 

And thi Tribunes were choſe foz to gouerne. 


And in Bochas like as it is found, 

The ſaydiudges in miſchefe did fyne, 
While Apius lap in pzyſon bounde 

Exiled were all that other nyne, 

The good, the treaſure of them t their lyne, 
Icheted was foz choꝛt concluſion, 

To comon pzofite and encreaſe of the towne, 


CLenuop, 


T His little tragedy dothe Goztly detiyſe 
What miſchete foloweth fo2 the great vn- 
Uſed in iudges, in many ſundꝛy wiſe: (right 
Foz whan fauout blinded hath their (yght, 
And innocence is bozne downe wyth myght, 
In hys quarell pouerte may not pꝛocede, 
Bicaule that trouth oppꝛeſſed is with mede. 


A indge ſhould ok equitie deſpyſe 

Co tate gyftes of any maner wyght, 

And ready be all wzonges to chaſtice, 
From all gyftes turne away his ſyght, 

His hondes cloſe,his cares ſtoppe aryght. 
And be aye ware foz frendſhyp, hate @ dꝛede, 
That trouth be not oppzeſſed wyth mede, 


The noble doctryne and vertuous empaiſe 
Ok philoſophers that had ſo great inſyght, 
Das to theſe tudgesÞ pzudent were & wiſe 
Foz frende oz foe their domes be ſo dyght 
Otkryghtwilenes that the ſunne b2yght 
Eclypled neuer, leſt men foz their falſehede, 
Repozt the right was put abacke foz mede, 


Noble pzynces ſuppoztours of (uſtiſe, 


Called lode ſtarres to peue the people Iyght, M 


On Apius let tudges not pꝛactiſe, 

Let trouthes lipe be clere both day a nygbt, 
Pour office payſed that longeth to a knyght, 
Hold vp the balaãte ofdome in your mihede, 
That law in iudges be not cozrupt with mede 


CBochas agaynſt the bntruth 
of iudges. 


of John Bochas 


Loꝛdchyp tyme anopded maynt 


Leaf.irrt. 


| r. the death of Xpins, 
ad hys rebukeg top hs greate ous 


2 

trage, 

Bochas by wanne wert lom what pzous, 
kalle, a thought in his cozage, 


Againe tudges 
They Gould be lad and demure ok age, 
Ind their iyke by vertue ſhoulde dzawe 
To kepe the pzeceptes # ſtatutes of the lawe. 


They ought of reaſon them ſelfe to habyle 
To haue ſcience of phytoſophy, 

And know they2 textes of canon and ciuple, 
And therupon their wittes whole to apply: 
Foz cunnyng iudges by pzudent policy 
Caule ozdinaunces inlawe compꝛehended, 
Theough rightful doom gretly to be cõmẽded 


Juſtice of lawe dothe realmes cnlumine, 
Suſteineth trouth, ſuppozteth innocence, 
Ok raupnours boweth down the chyne, 
Dunpcheth robbers foz their great offence? 
Dluggy truauntes foz thepznegligence, 
And fapned beggers that greatly diſauaple, 
Conſtrayneth them to labour and trauayle, 


Founders of lawe by antiquitie, 

Cauſed in landes was luſtred none erroure, 
Ind made ol pꝛynces the ropall mageſtie 

To Gyne in woꝛchyp, by diligent labour: 
Dꝛeſted courages ot many conquerour, 
That their tryũphes no further @uld attaine 
Thanlawe of god and nature dyd ozdaine, 


Wyll was that tyme vnder ſublection 

Ok ryghtwilnes,by trouth full wel cöceiued: 
Senſualitye was ſeruaunt to reaſon, 

And kro ward luſt was vnder locke yheyed, 
Sentence of ſtatutes was not diſobeyed: 
The ryche did ryght thzough cuery lande, 

Þ oze folke1pued by labour of their hande. 


enaunce, 
Holy churche lyued in per kütneſſe, ä 
Knighthode tho dapes foz trouth whette his 
And faiſeexto2cion.had none entreſſe, (laũce 
archaiites winning tame al ofrightwiſnes 
Irtificers the woꝛte day were not pdell, 
And bulines of labdur helde the dzrdell. 


Womeu that age fqreed were noz hozned, 
Hoꝛ they: tayles were not ferpentyne, 
Wiſe meu of toly,noz clarkes wer not ſcoꝛned 
Whycye in ſcyence moſt freſhely dyd Cyne, * 
Lawe dicritcd none hey2cs from they; 3 


Leſyugmongers found Þ time no locours 
And — were made thã no cofeflours. 


This golden woꝛld flouryng in vertue, 
Boꝛne vp by loue, grounded on ſtableues, 

Ok auoutty ſpzange out none iſſue: 
Pzices w doctrine eſtabliſhed their nobles, 
Pꝛeeſthod in pzater,knighthod in wozthines 
Ech thing by law ſtode vader gouernaunce, 
Marchaũts by meſure & iuſt peis of balaũce. 


Firſt Phoꝛoneus by dyligent laboure 
Fonde out lawes, f kyng was of Argpues, 
The grekes ſtudy he giit W great honoure, 
This politick pzice auoided the from ſtriues, 
His ſtatutes kept duryng all their lpues, 


Found firſt the maner (Bochas doth deuyſe) Shuld bzeke their oth, becauſe ot his repair; 


Howe to Jupyter was made ſacrifyſe, 


Eke mighty Minos whilom kinge of Crete, 
Oꝛdapued lawes agayne tranſgreſſions, 
To feare by rygour toles that were vnmete, 
And ſtaunche of ſurfetes all occaſpong, 
Bade foꝛ robbers mightye ſtronge pꝛiſons: 
Aud Dedalus his chefe artificere, 
Made labozinthes by diligence entere. 


And Mercurie bozne by the ſtode of Nyle 
A's wziteth Lactance, was of Egipt kynge, 
Unto marchauntes dyd lawe firſte compple 
Of weight and melare, to vſe in chaffaryng: 
And fo2 his wildome and excellent connyng, 
Of olde poetes that whilom were ſo wple, 
He called was God of marchaund ple. 


Solon allo the belt lawes made 

A's Ualery wꝛiteth, him (elf ro magnify: 
Athenien(es therof were full glad 

Dis great wpſdome wha! they did eſpp, 
They fonde therin'ſo muche policy, 

Ind euer he was redy foz, to debate 

Agapne tpꝛauntes, fd ſozehedyd them hate, 


&kyng Lygurgus pet whilom dyd his cure 
Tomakelawes to comon auauntage, 
And that they chuld perpetually endure 
He made his people be ſwozne of euery age, 
LOhile that he went out on pilgrimage 
Fro point to point to kepe them in certaine, 
Unto time that he tame home agayne, 


And foz his lawes wer of great (ubſtaunce, 
Ind profitable to euerp comonte, 
He chaſe to liue in exile and penaunce, 


The thirde boke 


Neuer to reſoꝛt againe to his cite: 

That his Qlatutes by eternite 

Shuld nat be bzoke,as ye haue herd tofoꝛne, 
By the couencton to which they were \wozn,- 


To comon p2ofite had he ſuch tenderneſſe 
That he fozſoke his kingdome and kinrede 
To liue in exile,his ſtoꝛy beareth witnes: 
But oz he dyed, as he lay bedzede, . | 
He bad his bones Quld be caſt in lede 

Amid the ſee, fer out from the ſtrande, 


That his ſtatutes might in their ſtregth tid, 


De eſchued eueryche occalyon 
Is a hatefull,which was not fayze, 
That his tozſayd ropall mighty toun 


But touching that he put them in dilpapze, 
Caſt him ncuer reſozt in their dapeg 
Leſt they wold bzeke the letẽce of hig la weg. 


The.xv.chapte [of 


C Here Borhas maketh an exclamacion of 
the extoꝛcion of the officers 
of Rome, 


Dhn Bochas here maketh a digreſſis, 
And by rebuking caſt him to aſfayle 
| Thylke officers þ wer in Rome toun, 
Which by extozcion oppꝛeſſed the pozaple, 
And agapue iudges alſoof Jtaple, 
And namely them that foz luere o2 mede 
Set trouth alyde and toke of it none hede. 


= maketh agayne them an exclamacion, 
uch as to vertue were contrarious; 
And vader colour and occaſpon 
Ok their offyce lyſt to be lecyerous, 
Like condicioned bnto Apius, 
And fynally as it was after (ene, | 
Falle in their domes,# of their life buclene. 


D(quod Bochas)D trouth, o thou iuſtiſe, 
Kobhych in your nobles whilom dyd excel, 
Where in effect is now your exercyſe, 

wher is your 4 wher do yedwel, 
Ofpour pzactike ful few men can tel, 
So fer put backe is nowe pour diſciplyne, 
Pour hyn expled,and pour noble lyne. 


Iduocates that nowe done occupye 
Pour olde ſees, and places full royall, 
All to falchede their wyttes they apple, ach 


Suche couetyſe now reigneth ouer all: 
Cauſes of ciutle,and cauſes crymynall 
Their domes take, wher they be fals oz true, 
all after wyll, by ſtatutes chaunged newe. 


There ben eke other called acceſourg, 
&yttyng by iudges, to peue them counlaple, 
Wyich may fall well be called rauenours, 
Foz they nat labour but foz theyz auaple: 
Anombze of robbers folow at they: taple, 

Co pylle the people,as ye haue hard to fozne, 
Bare as a chepe, that is but newe choꝛne. 


There is no moꝛe in this matter to ſayne 
Saue oneip this, trouth tant deſolate, 


And rightwiſnes dare to no wight toplayne, S 


With wong oppꝛeſled, weping a deſolate, 
her koze pe pꝛyntes that ſyt in high eſtate, 
Such thing to mede, but pe better hede take, 
God Gal w you a full harde rekenyng make, 


pour office is in pour magnificence 
Tweneman a man all wzonges to redzeſſe, 
And wher a matter is agayne conſcience 
Jttorefourme onely of ryghtwyleneſſe, 

To ſtãde by trueth,mayntayne no falſeneſſe, 
And let wiſe counſayl ſuch matters examine 
Oz ye of haſte theron determine. 


Haue ſuche thynges in pour mynde amonge 
Thynke god wyll qupte lpke as ye delerue, 
Pe (pot pour nobleſſe yf that pe do w2ong 
His (wozde of punichyng dꝛede oz it kerue: 
Let your reaſon and conlcience conſerue 

Pour noble eſtates, a thinke like your werkig 
The loꝛd of you wyl aſke a rekenyng, 


The.xbi,Chapiter, 


Ot Alcibiades expled, and after 
bzent in hys bedde. 


Af ter other that put them ſelfe in pꝛees 
Tofoze Bochas their coplayntes to dil⸗ 
Came of Athenes Alcibiades, 

That time alyne the kayzeſt creature: 
And as it is remembzed by ſcripture, 
He was dilcrete, and was at all aſſayes 
One the ſtrongeſt and manly in hys dayes. 


He was firſt bozne ok full highlinage, 
— 2 . * | 

ell pꝛopozcion Itdy ot cozage. 
Loued and fauoured foz great capzenefle: 


(cure, 


Suche another was ther no where lepne, 


Upon the lee, to be theyz adinyzall, 


Famoule in knyghthode fo2 zys wort 
Subtyll witted, and coude byeloquen 
Moche compꝛehende vnder chozte lentelice. 


His wyt enclined to manyfoldelci:nces, 
Had of conyng a paſſyng retentife, 
Louedclerkes, &fondthem they dilpences, ati 
Suche as in pzactite he law moſt inaencite, 

To rede in bokes reioyſed all hys life, 

Kept what he tedde in his memoziall, 

And of wyle counlaile was none to hym egal. 


An vnclehe had ycalled Perycles 

Which ſtode in daunger of erceMife ſpendyng, 
Pet in hys youth thys Xlcibiades 

eyng hys vncle penſiefe in lokyng, 

Caſt of wiſdom to remedy that thyng, 

And foz to alwage hys heartesheupneſſe, 
Gaue hym this counſail by great auiſeneſle, 


Fy:(t to rehearſe how the matter ſtode 

And of hys vncles wofull hygh diſtreſſe 
Ther was to him delynered a (ime of goode 
To tepapꝛe the temple of a goddeſſe 

Called Minetua, but foz the great exceſſe 
Ot hys dilpences he ſtode ſomwhat in dzede, 
Touching thacoũpt, f he muſte yelde in dede. 


Ilcibiades here vpon mulyng, 

To hys vncle gaue tounlaple in ſentente: 
Uncle (quod he let be your thynkyng, 

And foꝛ pour ſeife hape thys diffence, 

Nat foz tacoũpt by meane of your pꝛudence: 
Afoze pꝛouided, with face # chere vnfayned, 
Toluche dureſſe, that pe be nat conſtrayned, 


And whan Pericles his coũlaile aduertileth 
Fonde to his wozhyp it was reſonable, 
And by good layſer, him ſelfe ful wel auileth, 
And by pꝛouiſion pꝛudent and notable 
Saued hys eſtate frõ eche thyng repꝛouable: 
So that he ſtode, touching tyys matter, 

Ts foz accomptes out of all daunger. 


Alcibiades of Athens chefe capteyne 
From day today wart vp to great encres, 


Them to gouerne, bothe in werre # pees; 
And all the citye by aſſent hym chees 
Of theyꝛ nauy in elpeciall 


02 his knighthod they ſent hym out aferre 
To Cathenoys hl ci) oma 25 
e 


Gapyne Cyꝛatuſenes foꝛ to gin a werte: 
Firſt there receiued w glozy & gret honoure, 
But in the end ofhis great laboure, 

Foztune that is aye varyaunt and vnſtable, 
Was to this duke nat founde fauourable, 


He was accuſed to them of the toun, 
Which in Athenes had gouernaunce, 
That he was gilty in party of treaſon, 

By the reuoked foz al his great puiſſaunce 
Of Capitaynhip,and by their oꝛdinaunce 
And foztunes falle mutabylitie 
Unwarely depziued from all dignitie, 


But foꝛ him ſelfe thus he gan pꝛouide, 
Went intoeryle not fer from that countre, 
In to acyrie that called was Elpde, 
There foꝛ tohauefredom and lpberte, 

And of hys lyfe, to and in luerte: 

Foz in Athenes they wolde haue him deed, 
Unto their goddes to offre vp his heed, 


But whan he was of their entent certayne, 
To Lacedemone he toke the ryght way, 
Ind by relacion there he herd (ayne 

Bowe Cathemenles were put to afraye 

Jn a batayle vpon a certayne dape, 

Which that they held to their aduerſytee 
Gapne Cathenoys, as they fought on the ſee, 


But the cauſe of this diſcomfyture 

As was tolde Flcibiades, 

Was by the captayns thzough miſauenture, 
Which in their leading were found recheles, 
The chefeof them named Demoſthenes 
The tother called the ſtozy telleth vs, 

The tone Niceas, the tother Eurilocus, 


Alcibiades hauyng heroftiding 

To auenge his wzong put him lelſe in pꝛees, 
Of Lacedemon he gothe fyzſt to the kyng 
Which of trouth was called Agpdes, 
Beſeching him to graunte to his encres 
Certayne (oudyours out of hys countre, 

Fo: to werrep of Ithenoys the cyte. 


Thus he warte ſtronge of noble pzoupdence, 
Had great people vnder his gonernaunce, 
And lptze a duke made ſtrong in hys defence, 
The people gadꝛed to his obeyſaunce, 

That other pꝛintes that wer of hye puiſaũce 
Gan haue enup of wpliful frowardneſſe, 


Ind to malygne agapne hys hyghe nobleſſe, 


Foz ſelde 02 neuer in any regyon | 
Pꝛoweſſe of armes ,nobleſſe of chyualry, 
Encreaſe of tyches, repoꝛt of high renoun, 
Fame of connyng in craft oz in clergy, 

Map no wher dwell without ſome enup: 
From whoſe malyce as folke expert may ſe, 


Daue only wzetches no man hath lyberte, 


Foz which this pꝛinte as put is inmemozp, 
Elcaped nat fozall his hygh parage, 

But that ſome enuyed at his glozy: 

Foz in this life no man hath auauntage 
Igapne tonges,noz odyous falſe langage, 
To ſtop ſuch venymrhts is the bell obſtacle 
That me with ſaffradice tempꝛe their triacle, 


Theclere pzoweſſeof Acibiades 
Stapned the nobles of other pꝛyntes al, 
His eure hym raiſed vp to ſo great encreg, 
To the higheſt trone of foztunes hall: 
Duch fatal grace is vnto hym fal 

That in tho dayes plapnlye this is no fable, 
There was no knight to himreſemblable, 


In his eryle ſo clere his tenome Gone, 

And thꝛough Grece gaue as gret bzyghtneg, 
As doth a ruby aboue eche other ſtone: 

Pet foz to clips and hadow his wozthynes 
Latedemonois dyd their bulpneſſe, 

Such as nat myght to his nobles attapne, 
By falſe repozt his renome to reſtraine. 


Iwayt was layd to take him at miſchefe, 
And many trapnes wer ſerched out & ſought 
Ok entent to put him atrepzefe, 

But al Þ euer agayn hun they haue wzought 
At the end the pur pole came to nought: 
Foz God pꝛouideth ot his magnificence, 
Agapne ſuch malice to ſaue innocence, 


He was lykely to fal in great daungere 
Lacedemonois gan ſo at hym dyſdayne, 
Becauſe his honour a nobles one ſoclere, 
Chat to his fone it was a deedipe payne: 
Ind thus his lyte ſtode in no tertayne 

Foz all be it he maniy was and wyſe, 

He knew nothinge their pur pole noz malyce. 


Dee had almoſte ywarned be to late, 
And lpke to haue ſtand in great perplexitie, 


And moze his grace and foztune to abate 

By thoccaſion of hys great beaute 

He wyth the quene toas woren full p2ine: 
Foz in her grace ſo well ſtode there none, 


Which 


Whiche gaue to him warnyng of his fone, 


Ind by the counſayle onely of the queene 

Fro Lacedemon he vwylely tote his flight 
Towarde Athenes,x thought he woide lene 
His owne countre, full lyke a manly knyght, 
And though thei had nat gouerned the a right 
Towardes hym, bepng in diſtreſſe, 

To auenge his wꝛonge, he dyd the no dureſſe. 


Foꝛ he thought it was agaynſt nature 

To be vengeable, oꝛ chewe his cruelte 

By thoctalion ot any auenture, 

O2 ginne a werte vpon his countre: 

His natiue bloud meued him to pyte, 

Ind of very naturall gentiyneſſe 

Was debonayze,agavyne their vnkindneſſe. 


(The caſe was this,foz ſhoꝛt concluſion, 

How king Dary with great apparayle 
Thought to werrey, of indignation 

Them of Athenes,# their towne taſſaple, 
Jad in purpole pzoudely to pꝛeuaple: 
Theſſikernes,a pꝛince of great putſſaunce 

Ok Daries power had al the gouernaunce, 


Final cauſe and grounde ok all this werre 
That Darius gan on them ſo haſtelpe, 

Ind that he ſent his puiſſaunce from lo ferre 
Foz to deſtrop Athenes vtterly, 

Was to holde vp and ſuſtayne the party 

Of Lacedomone, whiche of olde hatrede 
Were euer enuyous the to oppꝛeſſe in dede, 


But by meane of Alcibiades 

And his treatie founded on pzudence, 
Theſſifernes,enclined to the pees, 
(Therby in party to appeaſehis violence: 
And all was done of noble pzouidence, 
And fro the plate, to which he was eriled, 
He to Athenes choulde be reconeiled. 


Unto the citie he dyd ſignify 
How Darius,had made his ozdinaunce, 
And by his letters he gan them ſpecify 
It they would ſtande at his gouernaunce, 
Tocondiſcende playnly in ſubſtaunte: 
He woulde labour, and no lenger tary, 

To make accozde atwenethem a king Dary, 


This was the meane that he ment: 
Within Athenes that the ſenatoursg 
Dhouldeof the citie, after their entent 
Haue ful lozdlhip.@ de their gouernours; 


of John Bochas 
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But as cleate wedder troubled is © ours, 
Right lo vnwarely, within that royal toun 
Though his treaty fyll a diſtention. 


The comeners gan lodaynly diſdapne 

To be thꝛalled vnder ſubiection, | 
And ſo by aſſent the commons dyd oꝛdayne 
Onelp tappeaſe all falſe diſcention, 

Foz to reuoke agayne into their toun 
Alcibiades,as they thought it mete, 
Thzough this pzudence to let them in quiete, 


Firſt in his tommyng myne auctour doth re: 
He was made duke "__ of ß cite, (poꝛte 
And gan the partie of comons to ſuppozte, 
Ind them reſtoꝛe to thepꝛold liberte: | 
Where thzough the ſenate dꝛeding þcomonte 
Fled to exile, full ferre outofall pꝛces, 
Onelp fo: dzede of Alcibiades. 


They ſtode that time in ſo great diſioynt 


Their townedeutded,# out of gonernaunce, 
That they were bzought euen to the poynt 
To pelde the citie vnto the obeyſaunce 

Ok Lacedemons, though their vnhappy chaũ 
Within the leite, when they tan debate (ce, 
Under their duke, the ſenat bare ſuch debate. 


But the commons chaſe in thepz dyffence 
Alcibiades, to gouerne that voyage, 
Ind to the lee with coſt and great diſpence 
Without abode he holdeth hys paſſage, 
n mighty chyppes, made foz auauntage: 
ell enarmed, and caſt yf he myght 
With Lacedemonots pzoudly fox to fyght. 


Thꝛe mighty captains were on the other lyde 
The fyꝛſt zeſtro, Bochas telleth thus, 
Jud the lecond that was their loꝛde # gyde, 
Called Mydare, the thyꝛde Pharbanaſus 
On the lee a lande, in armes full pompous: 
But of knighthode and magnanimite 
Alcibiades toke them all thze, 


Strong was the fight oz p they were take, 
Ok all theyꝛ meyny away there ſraped none, 
Che duke Þ day, gan luche a ſlaughter make 
Ofhigh pꝛoweſſe vpon hys moztall fone, 
Caſt ouer bozde almoſt euerychone: 

And after that, when he tame to lande, 

A new bactel met hym on the ſtrande, 


Such wayte was layde about hym enuyꝛon 


Ok hys enempes, dy lodayne auenture, 


P. ii. But 


But of Athenes this mighty champion 
Whiche might in armes moſte ſoucratuly en- 
Made of his fone a new dilcokyture: (dure 
(Thus in Goz2t time this pzince in his eſtate, 
On land and water was twyle laureate, 


And after that he lyſi nat foꝛ to ceaſe 

Noꝛ to abyde the ſpace of halfe a day 

The comon pzofite of his towne tencreaſe, 
Towarde Al pe he toke the right waye 
Townes #4 caſteis that were take away 
Which apperteyned to Athenes of ryght, 
He gate agayne full lyke a manly kuyght. 


Maugre all that to hym were contrarp 

Oꝛ wꝛought agayne hym by tebellpon, 
Th:oughout Alpe in the lande of Dary 

He knyghtly bꝛought them to ſubiection: 
Agayne whole ſwoꝛde holpe no pꝛoteccpon, 
Ind fynall labour was of his entent, 

The tomou pzofyte of his towne to augment, 


Ind with this gloꝛy and with this nobleſſe 
He to Athenes repayzed is agayne, 

And al thecity with toy and great gladnes 
Came out to mete him vpon a fapꝛe playne: 
And that his triumphes chuld openly be ſain, 
Both old and pong with full glad vylages, 
Of their goddes bzought out the ymages, 


This was their cry and noiſe of al the pzecg, 
Victoꝛious pꝛince whole triumphes marciall 
S hal euer be ſong wlaud and new encrees, 
To foꝛe the goddes which ben immoztall, 

Welcome, welcome, our pzotectour and wal, 
Syelde of our welfare, agapne all violence, 
Phebus of knighthod,x [wozd ol our deffce, 


Thus w their goddes they made hym egall, 
By vncouth pꝛailing of paganiſmes rightes, 
Lykeashehad been very immoztall 

Ind ſonge refreytes to cõmend his merptes: 
Ind to enhaũce his glozy they ſet al their de⸗ 
And with the lyght of eternal fame, (lites, 
Set vp tozches toenlumyne with his name. 


Thus certayne dayes they halowed of entẽt 
Th2ughall the cyte, foz his hyghe pzoweſle, 
Tpll faztune hath his eveu blent 

With new fauour of wozldly falſe (wetnes, 
Fo: all her ſuger is meynt wyth bytterneſſe: 
IF bayte of hony chedde out at pzime face 
With moztall benymhyd bnder to manate. 
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Fo: in his hygheſt clymbpng bp aloſte 

And in thalcence of foztunes whelc, 

After her cuſtome, as Ge hath kuli otte, 
When he beſt wend foz to ſtande wele, 
She dꝛewe her fauour from hym cuery dele; 
Made the people vnder his obeyſaunce, 

To fall in miſchefe fozlacke of gouernaunce; 


Thus fro this duke foztune gan to vary 
And hys nobleſſe go backe and eke fayle, 
Whan kyng Cirus (ucceſſour to Darp 
Full vawarely fyli on him in bataple, 
And gan his knyghtes p2oudly to aſſayle: 
han he diſpurueyed voyde of pzoupdence, 
Was ouerlayde to make reſyſtence, 


Foz fynally this Flcibiades - 

At miſchefe take which he mighte nat recure, 
Whan thzugh vepnglozy he was made reche 
His noble eſtate teſtablyſh and aſſure, (leg 
Lacke of fozeſight cauſed his dyſcomfyture: 
And toencreaſeofmoze aduerſitye, 
Banylhed agayne out of his cpte. 


Thus diffaced and ciypſed was his glozy, 
Dis cytie put in traunge gouernaunce 
By Lacedemonoys, after this victozy, 

So that he knewe no maner cheuylaunce 
To refourme his vnhappy chaunce, 

Daue fozrefute myneauctour dothe reherce, 
How that he fied vnto the kyng of Perce, 


From Athenes of newe he was eriled, 

And thirty perſons all furious and vengeable 
Chaſe in their cyty,as Bochas hath copyled, 
The toun gouerncd albe thep were not able; 
Ulyng a maner hatefull and repzeuable, 
Th2ugh theyꝛ raupne tempouerich their cite, 
A thyng moſte odyousg to all comonte, 


A woꝛme of dzede was bzed bp in their hert 
Which ſuffred not them to lyue in pees, 
Amonge them lelfe whan they dyd aduerte 
The great pzudence of Aleibiades, 

Howe in manhode he was pereles, 

Leſt he wold after fo all their multitude, 
Knightly acquyte their ingratitude. 


And of aſſent to abzidge his lyue dapes, 
They agapne hymofmalice haue conſppꝛed, 
Alter his exyle to make no delapes, (ted 


Foz to actomplych that they longe haue deſi⸗ 
With bzen 
To murdze 


e hate their hertes falſtye fyꝛed 
enup cauſeles agayne ryghte, 
Alcibia⸗ 
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Ilcibiades the noble wozthy knight, 


Thus the time appzoched,and the date 
Terme afoze ſet by conſtellacion 

Ofhis period p, and hys lyues fate, 

Which was concluded ( as made is mencyon) 
By truell murdze to his diſtruccion: 

Alas what pꝛince with golde oz ſoudyours 
May him pꝛouide agayn fals conſpiratours: 


Foztune ot newe gan at hym enchace 

From her traynes that he ne (cape myght, 
Daily purſued from place aye vnto place 

Jn Perce and Mede, tho he wer out of ſight 
Tyl that his enemies fyll on him by night, 
Slepyng, alas, to ſone they were (ped 

Whã they him found they bꝛẽt him i his bed, 


Thus bi murdꝛe their purpoſe was atcheued 
Alas it was to hoꝛrible a dede, 

So good a knight ſo wel in armes pꝛeued, 
So renomed, ſo famous in manhode, 

Foz to be bzent among the coles rede, 

Firſt vawarely in his bedde ytake, 

And lo conſumed amonge the coles blake, 


This was the ende of Altibiades, 

Which in knighthod was moſt louerayne: 
Jn werre a lyon, anda lambe in pees: 

As Mars victozius, his fate ſo dyd ozdayne, 
To fames pala ies he ſtieth w wyngs twain, 
Son to Pynerua to ſpe ke of hygh pꝛudẽce, 
And lyke Mercurp by notable eloquence, 


The. x bii. chapter 0 


Here Bochas maketh an erclamation 
vpou the dethe of Alcibiades. 


Of atal ſuſtren which ſpan p lyues thzed, 
Solhozt a term, why did ye determine 
To ſuffrehim bzenne among the coles rede: 
Pe were to haſtp to bzeke and vntwyyne 
His web ofknighthod p ſo clere dyd Gyne, 


And caſt of nobleſſe his beames out lo cleare, Þ 


Alas that euer he kyll in your daungete, 


5 


| later 
To lpeke inknighthod how men 


Ok all wozldlp vaſure 


Leaf.1r11 lil. 


Peſlee the woꝛthy, and w2etches ye do ſpare, 
Thercites lyueth Yectoz is layne in dede, 
Pour funeral ſmokes mabery celmes ſo bare 
To tate vp Cedzis their bꝛauuches may nat 
Pepul the laurer, ye make þ firs ſede, (ſpꝛede 
Tul lytel thanke in kyngdoms pe delerue, 

Captiues to foſtte and do the wozthy ſterue. 


Ilcibiades is paſſed into fate 
Light of knighthod iyeth clipſed in the Wade 
The Parcasluſterne to ſoone ſet hys date, 
Ok his high nobleſſe to make the laurer fade: 
Latedemonois of his dethe wer glad, 
Funerall fy ze his body hath vpfied 
Fo hygh pꝛoweſſe his ſoule Rellifyed, 


Cilenuoye 


A Las this tragedy doth mp hert to blede 
My pen quaketh of ruth and of pyte, 
Jn my wzityng, whan that J take yeds 
To le the ſtraunge 3 

te: 
owe from their ſees choꝛtli to compzehend, 
roward koꝛtune doth pzinces down diſcend 


Aleibiades of cozageandof manhed 
As is reherſed(in bokes ye map le) 
Of . ol goodly heed, 
Df (emelpnes.,of fredom, and of bounte 
f hygh pzudence, and inagnanymite, 
$ moſt famous as auctours him comed, 
yet from hys leate foztunemade him dilcend, 


All the people both of Perce and Mede, 
LObple ye gouerned Athenes the cyte 
Stode in his daſiger and gan his woꝛde to 
And al that were rebel to his countre (dꝛede 
He chaſtiſed them in their molt cruelte: 
But whan his fame gan bygbeſt vp taſcend, 
From her whele foztune made him dilcend. 


lihede 


3 


Let 


— —— — — ro — — 


Let others fallyng a myꝛrour to pou be. 
The turne of foztune al auctozs repzehend, 
Chat who lyt hyghelt is redielt to dilcende. 


The.xviii.Chapter, 


e here Bochas wziteth agayneſt the de- 


(yzes of people. 


F Fter this pzoces ,ifye liſt to lere, 
Arte as Bochas maketh mencion, 
| That wozldly folk moſte ſouerainipe 
To haue in loꝛdchip great exaltacion, (delier 
And vp to climbe in their entencion 
Of woꝛldly woꝛch yp to the hygheſt place, 
All erthly trealours atones to enbzace, 


The feruent flame of their gredy delyzes 
In muche gatheryng findeth no ſuffiſaunce, 
Their hungry etyke kyndleth ſo the fyzes 
Ok auarice, by longe continuaunce, 4 
That theyz thyꝛſt with wozldly habundar'ce 
On Tantalus ryuer abꝛapdeth euer in one: 
Dꝛowned i dziking,+ deme their patts none. 


There may no treſour their dꝛopſy ſtaunch, 
The moe they dꝛitze þ moꝛe they lyſt in dede: 
In Tagus flodes the deper that thei launche 
The gretter dzineſle doth i theit bzeſts bꝛede. 
The higher water an ebbe moſte they dꝛede: 
Falle indygence their hert hath lo cofounded, 
At the fall ſees ſeme their barge is groũded. 


Thus euery man wold to ryches attapne, 
With ſuffiſaunce but few hold them contet, 
Who moſt haboũdeth ratheſt will complaine 
Fo lacke of good, alas howe-they be blent: 
Wyer al their gadzig+# their good be ſpent: 
Some one percaſe hall the therof diſcharge, 


whom they moſt hate, a ſped it out at large, 


Within a body full Iytell of ſtature 

Cozages growe vp to theirmagnificence, 
Which vp taſcend do their bu(y cure, 
And in their clymbing & tranſitozye altence, 
Bauyng an hope of wozldip apparence, 


Like as nothig their puilacce might trouble, - 
Nothing aduerting how foztune is Double, 


Some (et their ioy in cõqueſt a in werres 


To enbꝛace all erthe vnder their puiſſaunce, 
Lyke as they might teche aboue thefterres,” 


To bꝛing down heuen vnto theit obeiſaunce: 
But if their power were waped in balaunce, 


The thirde boke 


And counterwayd aright in their memozy, 
They Guld fynde that all is bur veynglozy, 


What may auail them their fetherbeds ſofte, 
Shetes of reynes, longe, large, and wyde, 
Dyuers deuyſes oz clothes chaunged oft, 
Oz vicious meyny walkyng by their ſyde, 
Uovde of vertue, ambicious in their pzide: 
LObhtch cauſeth pzices by repozt of ſuch fame, 
Foz their milliuing to haue an euell name. 


And thus fo: lacke of bertuous dilygence, 
Chꝛough falſe luxury and ydelneſſe 

And vpon flaterers the outragtous erpence 
Support of wzonge, oppꝛeſſing rightwilnes 
Where leſyngemongers haue an entreſſe: 
Whom to ſuſtayn whan pꝛices do their cure, 


God wyl nat ſuffre that they al log endure, 


Office of pꝛinces is to ſuppoꝛt right, (dꝛeſſe, 
His (wozde of knighthode fro wzonge to re- 
The poze releuing nat topp2es the w myght, 
His old ſeruauntes well pꝛeued nat diſdayn: 
His haſty rigour,x his vengaunce ſodayne 
Let merey tempere,to dome oz he pz ocede, 

And God (hal quite him at his moſt nede. 


| Che. xix. C hapiter. 
Here John Bochas ſpeake th agaynſt 
idelneſle, reherſing howe ſome 
men haue top in one ſcp⸗ 
ence, and ſome in another, 


Jn auctoz Bochas maketh a rehers 
N aple 


Jn eſchewing of froward ydlenes, 
That vnto vertue may moſte auaple 
Good diltgent laboure, and honeft buſpneſle; 
And ſo concluding full plainlpe doth expzeſſe, 
Euery mi reioiſeth ( this tẽtt᷑ee is nat gloſed) 
To do ſuch thing to which he is dilpoked, 


Some haue top by heuenlpe inkluente 
To knowe the courſe aboue celeſtial, 
And ſome of knighthoddo their diligence 
To pzene them {elfe in actes mat ciall, 
Ind ſome reioyſe in their entent fynal 
neloquence, lome in philoſophy, 
ome aboye all to dude in poetry, 


 feruatint to faint Geozge 


The hardy knjg| 


Jartes (myth laboureth in his fozge, 
arneys of tele makeththarmourere, 
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But 
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But the deuiſour by diligenceentere 
By freche contriuyng out of the olde entaple, 
Fyndeth newe deuiſes of plate and of maple. 


The labourer ſetteth wholy his pleaſaunce 
To tylth of land, in time to (owe his grapne: 
To encreale his (ede by perely habundaunce, 
And that his plough labour not in vapne, 
Caſtyng his ſeaſons of dzouth a eke ofrayne 
And poetes to ſit in their libzary, 

Deſyze ot nature to belolitary, 


Such as me loue ſuch things they vndertake 
FyGe oz foule to hunt with their houndes, 
Some of woul (undzye clothes make, 

By philoſophers was foũd out the grounds, 
And of all ſtudy they let out fyzſt the bounds; 
Cauſed poetes playnly to conclude, 

Out of all pꝛeale to lpue in ſolitude, 


Logiciens delite in argumentes, 
Philoſophers in vertuous liupng, 

and legiſters folowyng the ententes, 
Greatiy reiopte in lucre and winnyng: 
Phiſiciens trauaple foz getting, 

And ofpoetes this is the ſubtyll fozme 

By new inuencion thynges to tranſfozme, 


oe tes Gould eſchue all ydlenes, 

alke by ryuers and welles cryſtallyne, 
To moũtapnes a moꝛow their courſe dzeſſe, 
Che miſt diffied whaPhebus firſt doth ine, 
Study in bokes of mozall diſciplyne; 
Nothyng couepte but let their entent, 
Wyth moderate fode foz tobe content, 


Their chefe labour is vyces foz to fage 
With a maner couert limilitude, 

Ind none eſtate wyth they: langage 

By no rebukyng of termes dull and rude: 
What euer they waite on vertue ey coclude, 
Ippayze no man in no maner wyle, 

This is the office of poetes that be wile, 


The. rx. Chapter. 
C How alleus duke of cartage foz oppꝛeſ⸗ 
lion and tyzanny was hewen 
into pieces, 


V-wzyptynges ITY 
Ind theyz deſiresof lolitary keates, 


LOherfoze his father hadindignacion 
| | P. iii. | 


To 
Leaf.lrrib, 


In pleaſaunt place to make their dwellinges 
Beſyde ryuers and holeſome well ſp:ynges, 
Whiche accompliſhed, he gan his pen auaũte, 
Pꝛynces of Affrike to put in remembzaunce. 


And while he dyd hys buſy diligence 

They? pyteous falles to put in memozy, 
Firſt there came twayne vnto hys pꝛelente, 
Their olde noble ſſe appalled, and their glozp: 
Whiche as hym ſempt within a territoꝛp, 

Ok Iffryke boundes longyng to Cartage, 
Did fyꝛſt appeare, moſt deadly of vyſage, 


The one ot them was named Malleus, 
Duke ok Cartage, ok Affryke loꝛde and ſy:e, 
— ſonne alſo called Cartalus, 

hilom chie te pꝛince and bich op eke of Tyꝛe: 
But Malleus whych helde the great empyze 
Ol all Iffryke,fozhis pompous ontrage 
Exiled was foz euer out of Cartage, 


Whyche cauſed him in hart he was not mery. 


But aye remeEbzed bpon his fell daniching, 


Gaderedhis people win the lande of Surry, 
Ind in the felde whple he lay hoſtyng 

Caſt him fully to make no tariyng, 

But in all haſte of knyghtly fell cozage, 
Maugre hys enempes reſozt vnto Cartage. 


To auenge his exyle hys hart was let a ſyꝛe, 
And his ent ent moze to foztify, 

He lent in haſte hys letters downe to Ty2e 
To Tartalus, that he hould hym hye 

And bzynge wyth hym all the chyualry 

Df his citye,in tele armed clene, 

Dis fathers party to holde vp and ſuſtene. 


But whi thys byſhop knew holly the manere 
Ofthys purpoſe which ye haue heard deuile, 
He conſydꝛed how that tyine of the pere 
Oꝛdepned was to do ſacrifyce 

After the rytes of then panym wyſe 

To Hercules, whiche in that citye 

Aboue all gods had the ſouerapntie. 


Whole feaſt was holde ſpace ofcertayn dayes 
Whiche foz to hatow he neades muſt entende, 
Ind by the cuſtome make no delayes 

But that he mult therto condilcende, 

And leauer he had hys father to offende 

As in ſuch caſe then thꝛ negligenee 
Unto hys gods koꝝ to do 6 , 


The 


Che caſe arettyng to vnkyndnes, 

Ind therofcaught a 1 octaſion 

Agapne his ſonne, ot troward wilfulnes: 
Fo: pꝛynces oft of furious haſtines, 

Wyll pyke a quarell cauſeles in ſentence 
IAgayn folks ablent, though ther be no offence, 


And ſome tonges benemoug of nature, 
Whan they percepue that a pzince is meued, 
To agreg hys yze do their buſy cure, 

With falle langage to make him moze greued 
But ther is no poylõ lo wel expert no2 pzeued 
As is of tonges the hatefull vyolence, . 
Namely whan pzinces liſt peue the audience. 


The feaſt accomplyſhed of myghty Hercules 
All innocent of double and falſe menyng, 
This ſayd byChop of wyll not retcheles, 
Came to his father without moe tariyng, 
Chaunged neither habite noꝛ clothyng, 
With all the enſygnes,# inthe ſame wyle 
As he tofoꝛe had done (acrifice, 


Inone hys father made no delap 

Wythout excuſe it would be no bet, 

Ol haſty rancour the (elfe lame day 
Made hym be hanged vpon an hye gybet: 
Lawe and iuſtice were both aſide let, 
And tyzanup moſte faryous and wode, 
To do vengeaunce in trouthes place tobe, 


Who tan oꝛ may łpꝛantes well diſcryue 
Whoſe ſwoꝛdes ben whet aye foz vengeaunce 
Their bloudy thyꝛſt Doth theyz hartes ryue, 
Their eares ape opẽ to heat of him miſchaũce 
Their furious my2zth,theyz moꝛtal pleaſaũce 
Their pale (\milyng,their laughter of hatred, 
Concludeth euer vpon (ome cruel dede. 


They be miniſters toParcas ſiſtern thꝛe, 
To vntwynd þ thzedes of folkes here moztall 
And very colpns thzough haſty cruelte, 
Unto the wode furpes inkernall, 

Chyldꝛẽ to Pluto of vengeaunce marciall: 
Which foz their vpces but they bers the wele, 
Shall turne in hell on Jriong whele, 


Thus Malleus father moſt bnkynde 
Lykeſucha tyꝛaunt, hed out his cruelte 
As pe haue heard, and after as J fynde 
Of furious hart and of olde enmpyty: 
By foꝛce is entred Cartage the cite, 
Ind ſlough all tho in hys hatefull ze, 
That hym afoze had exyled into Tyze, 
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Wꝛought after wyll x nothing after ryght, 
Gan robbe a ſpoyle that noble tamous town, 
Which made him hated in the peoples ſyght 
Foz his outrage and great extozcion; 
Dauyng no toye noz conſolation 

Within hys hart, playnly noz gladnes, 
Saue lpke a tyzant the people to oppꝛeſſe. 


The people of Cartage ſoze gan to compla 
Upon their milchefe and deſolation: 1 
As Bochas walteth,reherſyng in certayne, 
Wyll is depmother of wyt and of reaſon, 
And where that pzynces haue dominacion, 
And by falſe pyllage to ryches clyme vp faſt, 
Cruſt right well thepz lozdſhip map not laſt, 


They great power of wozldlp excellente, 
To their accrochyng of tempozall ryches, 
Whi they be tyzites,may and in no defence: 
And froward wyll ruleth theyz highnes, 
Foz what is lozdyp playnly to expzeſſe 

In thys wozlde here if it be diſcerned; 

Loue of the people whã they be well gouerned 


Fo tyzanny and falſe oppꝛeſſion 

Cauleth pzynces to ſtand in great hatrede, 
Ind what is woath their domination 
Without lonezlet pꝛeue it at a nede, 

Men fo2 a tyme map ſuffer them and dꝛede, 
But whan that dzede conſtrayned is & gone, 
Than is a pꝛynte a man but alone. 


Se an example how Malleus of Cartage 
Foz all hys caſteis # towers made of ſtones, 
Fo: hys oppꝛeſſion, bengeaunce,and outrage 
The people of Aſtrpke role on hym all atones, 
Ind cut alunder his fteſh and allo hys bones 
Calt the playniyCon him they wer ſo wode) 
Unto their goddes to offer vp his bloude, 


The peopledempt,of moztall crueltie, 

(There was no offring ſo pleſaũt noz couengs 
Unto they: gods to pleale their deitie, ble 
As bloud of tyzantes whiche b be vengeable: 
Thus cruell pzinces make þ people vaſtable, 
Of neceſſitie whyche ought be complapned, 
To wzcke their wꝛonge ß thep be coſtrayned 


Lo here the ende of Malleus the tyzaunt, 
Whyche doth to pꝛyuces full well exemplify 
To God aboue how it is not plealaunt 
Them to delpte in no ſuche robbery, 

Noz pyl the people by uo falſe tyzanny, 
Noz fo uo tales be haſty of bengeaunce, 76, 


n_— la. Add 


of John Bochas 
Foꝛ all ſache thing to god is diſpleaſaunce, 


CLenuop, 


Eade # conſidered,this ſayd tragedy 
R Sheweth to Pzynces a myzroure full 
notable, 
how they their rygour Gall tẽper c modefy, 
Oꝛ they pꝛocede fo to be vengeable: 
F02 in a pzpnce it is right commendable, 
Rancour ot hart, of chere, and of courage, 
F0 to deferre tyll that their pꝛe allwage. 


Their haſty pꝛe, theit ſodapne melancholy, 
Their colozibe fumes, þ fury vnreſtraynable 
Their vnqueint tze 81d flame of tyzanny, 
Tyeir fretpng etyke of hate incomparable, 
Like beaſtial Tpgres,lyke lyons vatretable 
Ne will uot (uffer that infernallrage, 

Defer their domes tyll their yze allwage. 


The ropall Lyon of mozall gentry 

Jmong beaſtes of fozce incomperable, 
Pꝛeueth not his power noꝛ his regaly 

Gayn beaſts pzoſtrate,which be not defeſable 
And mighty pzynces Houldin caſe ſemblable 
Foꝛ innocentes take mercy in mo2gage, 
Keſpitpng rygour tyll that pꝛe aſſwage, 


The ſparkle of vẽgeaũce is quycked in party 
By wyndes foure, fell and abhominable, 
Blaſt of detraction, and blaſt of flatterp, 
Blaſt of falſe rowners Þ fozge many fable, 
Ind blaſt of bzybours vycious and culpable: 
w (moby ſlaunders, and felons falſe vyſage, 
Caulcth pze of pzices Þ it may neuer allwage 


Fo: whiche let pzynces of noble policy 
Beware of tonges double and dilceyuable, 
Whiche w their venym infect eche company, 
Their popnaunt popſon is ſo penetrable: 

To folke abſeat it is miſcheuable, 

So depe kreteth their lerpentyne langage, 
Cauſig in pzinces their ve map not aſſwage 


Noble pzynces let vertue magnify _ 
Pour bygh eſtate, to make you merciable, 
Foz mozall Beneke doth clerely ſpecify, 
The trone of pzices by clemẽte is made ſtable 
Uengeaunce delayed to God is agreable, 

And haſty rygour doth outragious damage, 
Wye hible requeſts your yze may not aſwage 


- . Whychepurpoſed foz tochaunge in dede vis 


CThegr(.Chapter, 41 
C How the (ubltaunce of the hoſt of Hymil⸗ 
cho duke of Cartage Akne conquere Ce⸗ 
cile dyed afpeRtilence,and after 
him (elfe llapne. 


ter thele myghty pzynces twayne 
Next in ozder w pale and deade vyſage, 
I. Tofoze Bochas Dymilcho gan coplayne 
The vnhappy fall of his fatall paſſage, 
lidhan he was (ent by aucthozitie of Cartage 
To cõquere thzough his mighty puiſlaunte, 
The lande of Cycile, vnto their obeplaunce. 


They of Cartage had an opinion, 

That it was lefull( after their entent) 
Without title ot᷑ tyght and ofreaſon 

Their teritoues and boundes to augme nt: 
Ind foz that cauſe Hymilcho they ſente 

The mighty duke their nobles to aduaunce, 
Vyiche of Cartage had hole the gouernaunce 


And fozhe muſt paſſe by the ſee 

Towarde Cicyle,this noble wozthy knyght, 
With him he hada full great enarmee, 

Cvole out of Cartage in ſtele armed bzyght: 
Their fone to coquere of very fozce and might 
But Foztunegan at him ſo dildapne, 

That to his purpole he neuer myght at taine. 


Grounde and gynnyng of his diſtruction 
To be remembzed choꝛtly in ſentence, 
There fyll of the ayze a great cozruption, 
Whiche cauled a full great peſtilence 
Among his meyny,by baware violence 
Ind ſodaine miſchefe that is vpon him fall, 
He loſt almoſt his wozthy knyghtes all. 


Nye all hys people was ſlapne in $mozayne, 
That but a few be left of hys meyne: 
22 he turned is agayne 

ome to Cartage, aud they of the cites 
All cauleles of haltp cruelte, 
Dath ſlayn thys duke as Bochas doth c6pyle 
Lo who may truſt Foztune any while 
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epnon duke of Cartage was 
dilmembzed. 


A whole death a mi there gan (uccede 
A mighty duke þ called was Hapnon, 


his name o duke by falſe ambition, 

And to be called thzoughout þ migyty toun, 
kpng of Cartage,and therupon of pzyde 
To finde out wayes he felly gan pꝛouide. 


He was not cõtent a duke men old him call, 
But of Cartage foz to be named kyng, 

Ind like as his purpoſe that it ould fall, 
Fro day to day the meanes tompallyng 

How he might fulfpll this vncouth thing, 
Fo2 to be crowned and raigne in that londe, 
And at thelaſt this meane way he fonde, 


e had a daughter yonge and tender of age, 
hiche of the people ſtode in great fauour, 
And he him caſt to peue her in mariage 
To a ponge knyght ſonne to a Senatour, 
Whiche in the citye was a gouernour: 
Ind that his purpoſe myght be attapned, 
Day of the mariage a tyme was o2deyned, 


Ind in his palayce chefe and pꝛincipall 

This ſayd duke let make his ozdinaunce, 

To holde a feaſt full ſolemne and royal!, 
And with great coſte made his purueyaunce, 
Ok tund2y datntyes, whiche Þ in ſubſtaunce 
Were neceſſary in all maner thing, 

Unto the feaſt of a woꝛthy kyng, 


He gaue in charge vnto his purueiours, 
That all were ready agayne a certayne dap, 
Ind to his feaſt came all the Senatours, 
Dwellyng in Cartage there durſt none (aye 
Ind of his purpole to make no delap, (nap 
Thougyt his fraude was not appercepued, 
He taſt Þ dap that ſome Gould be deceyned, 


He tonueped in his inwarde entent 

He to be kyng and raygne in Cartage, 

The Senatours would neuer alſent 

To d2eake their cuſtome noz their olde bſage 
He durſt therof vtter no langage, 

Kept him ſecrete without noyſe oz ſoun, 

And fully caſt him to pzocede by treaſon, 


The next wap, he knew no better rede 

Co his deſire than plapnelp to oꝛdayne 
That of Cartage the ſenatours were dede, 
Than were he likely his purpoſe to attaine, 
Foz to be crowned loꝛde and ſouerayne: 

So to actompliche his luſt in all thing, 
Ind in Cartage to raygne as lozd and kyng. 


Foꝛ if the (ſenate wer vtterly deſtroyed 
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He Gould finde no maner reliſtence, 
Wherbp his purpoſe chould be annoyed 
None dare ſay nay to his magnificence: 
Foz in the pozayle there was no defence, 
And at this feaſt he caſt him to pꝛocede, 
All his entent to conclude in dede. 


His officers he made to be [woꝛne 

To helpe deſtrop falſely by poplon 

The ſenatours of whom J lpake tofoꝛne, 
Ind that their vitayles a dainties in foyſon 
And eke their wines foz oꝛt concluſion, 
Should with venym be intoxicate, 
Though all the palaice,# ſpare none eſtate, 


Thele officers had a conſcience 

Foz to accomplyche ſo ho2rible a thing, 

And lecretely vnder great pꝛouidence 

To the Senate therofthey gaue warning: 
And whan they knew this moꝛtall copaſſyng 
Of Duke Hapnon to ſhew all the affray, 
They put of pzudence the weddyng in delay. 


Wherof this duke gan haue ſuſpection, 
And of this matter fill in a maner dzede, 


Thought he would by ſome colluſion 


Againe Cartage moze moztally pꝛocede: 
And gan call to helpe him at his nede 
Of Mauritapne, a kyng of great renoun, 
With him by fozce to fall vpon the towne. 


Made him pꝛomiſe, to his aduauntage 

Foz to make fre diſtribucion 

Ok the riches, treaſure, and pyllage, 

W hiche that he might fynde in the toun, 
Foz vtter fyne of hys entencion 

Was to deſtrop of wilfull crueltie, 

(The tamous Cartage þ mighty ſtrong citye, 


Ok all the thzalles in the towne dwellyng 
And uche as were bozne of lowe lynage, 
To ſtrẽgthhis party this was his wozkyng: 
- made them all by moꝛtall fell outrage, 
ithin the mighty caſtell of Cartage 

To kepe them clole of malyce and enup, 
Agapne the citpe hum lelſe to foztify, 


But all foz noughe, the mighty Senatours, 
Therof ware, and of high pzudence 
Gaine his malice & all his falſe robbours 
They made the ſtrong. # thzough their pꝛoui⸗ 
In eſpeciall to ozdeyn a defence (dence 
Firſt on their party tolet the commyng, 

Of Mauritapne, the ſtronge cruell _ * 
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Ind of aſſent they Iyſt nat delap, 

But role atones by great ozdynaunce 

Their falſe duke to venquiſſhe and outrap: 
Him # his churles they bzought to bttraunce, 
Fyll vpon him wyth a great puilaunce, 

Ind fynally pꝛocedyng of reaſon, 

This was his dome, by auyſe of all the toun, 


Firſt of this duke, as it is remembzed, 

He was dilpoyled, his doublet eke vnlaced, 
Joynt fro ioynt hewen anddiſmembzed, 
Ind krom his heed out his epen arated: 

And ryght as he had afozecompaſed 

To haue diſtroyed his owne mighty toun, 
Is ye haue herd, he receyued the guerdon, 


CLenuoye, 


CN Dis tragedy doth pitouſly complayne, 
And maketh amanerlamentacion 
Ok thele mighty ryche pzinces twaine, 

Slapne in Cartage as made is mencion: 

Cauleleſle the tone, ſaue by thoccaſion 

That peſtilẽ ce in his froward viage, (tage. 

Slewe all his people that were bozne in Car 


Foꝛtune alſo gan frowardly diſdayne 
Igapne this ryche mighty duke Yaynoun, 
Lohan of malyce he gan mortally oꝛdapne 
The Senatours to murd2e of his toun: 

It his feeſt by craft of falſe poylon, 

As ye haue herde reherced his outrage, 

He was agaynwarde dilmẽ bꝛed in Cartage. 


Who doth vengeaunce vegeaiice ch all attapn, 
In hygh eſtate without excepcion: 

Ind who of pyte vengeaunce doth reſtrapne, 
He hall of mercy receyue the guerdon. 

Fo: ryght requireth of trouth and reaſon, 
Cruell pzinces Call haue foz their wage, 
Deth lyke this duke diſmebzed in Cartage. 


Noble p2inces do your beſte payne, 

Foz to pꝛeſerue fro rebellpon 

The comon people which ſtand in no certain, 
With euery wynde tournyng bpſodoun, 
After foʒtune they chaunge affeccion, 
Turning their hertes W tryſt oꝛ glad vilage, 
Lxtze as þ people dyd whylom in Cartage. 


Che autour agayne toue tous 
people. 


Leaf.lrrrvit. 


Ature þ is content with lyttellthing 
The wile, ware, circaſpect goddes 
Which vnder god in heui aboue teig 
The wozid togouern,ts calied thepzes: (nig 
Mother of rycheſles, the firlt foundereſle 
Which ſerched out by her artyficeres, 
The ſtraunge trealours hd in the my neres. 


This noble lady, this pꝛinteſſe moſt famous, 
Knowyng of man the vncouth condicyong, 
Dawe by experpente richeſſe were noyous, 
In hym to eclypſe the diſpoſyons, 

Ind conuap his inclynarions 

By a wꝛonge way vertue to ſet aſyde, 

Howe couetouſe was a full peryllous gyde, 


Foz auartce is to all vertues contrayze, 

The gredy wozme,þ ſerpent vnſtauncheable 
Man to betraiſſhe w pzomyſes debonapze, 
At pꝛime fate ſote and agreable, (ble 
Taught him of nature by craft moſt deceyua⸗ 
(Thzough ſubtyll ſerchingas it wer foz þ no- 
Firſt out oferth to delue pzecious ſtoneg. (nes 


Ok riche myners they lerche out ß entraples, 
To fynde out metals foz wozldly auaũtages, 
Contryued Gyppes with theyz bzode ſayles, 
By diuers ſees to make their paſſages: 

And conetyſe oꝛdapned firſt vyages, 

Cauled pꝛinces to ryde in landes ferre, 

Eche agayne other toz to gyn a werre. 


Ok auarite gan firſt theſe robberyes, 
Awapte or baigantes, a all extoztepyllages, 
Murdze, laughter, and couert bziberpes, 
Ok olde contryued furyous fell domages, 
W:ought and atcheued in all maner ages: 
Nowe in theſe dayes let ſet it at a pzefe, 
Falſe couetyſe cauſed all ſuche miſchefe. 


She was firſt rote of falſe extozcion, 

To ſpoyle the temple mother of raupne, 

Ind ſterer vp of oppzeſſyon, 

To take by this was her doctryne: 
And as myne anctoz doth plainly determyne, 
Ind concludeth in full pytoule wyſe, 

Note of all puell is falſe couetyſe; 


She is eke nozice of conteke and of ſtryfe, 
ayſtreſſe of murdze and wilfull vyolence, 
ade men to ieoparte body, good, and lyfe, 
Cauſed diſcencion and diſobedyence: 
Grutching ol comons wdzaught of — 
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By rigoꝛous tonſtraynt ſodayne rebellions, 
Rumour in realmes, vnware (ubuercions, 


This froward dꝛagon full of ydzopiſy 

Whoſe fretyng ettke there may no plẽty kede, 
To ſtaunche his thyꝛſt there is no remedp, 
The moꝛe he dꝛinketh the moꝛe he hath nede: 
And the moze trelure þ moze he ſtant in dzede 
With Tantalus though he (wym in ß flodes 
Jn Bydas well plapneth fozlacke of goods 


This woꝛme eke cauleth p men in tiches 
Haue dzede of theues a night in their waking 
And if they heare on cofer,bedde,o2 pꝛeſſe, 
Cat, rat, oꝛ moulſe, oꝛ any wozme meuyng, 
He weneth anone within him lelke demyng 
That there were come w great apparaple, 
Some vncouth pilloz, his treaſure to aſſayle. 


The wofull ſoule ſtandeth euer in dꝛede, 
And aye abydeth in labour and trauaple: 
And of the goodes whiche he doth poſlede, 
Falleth in diſpayzeleſt they would him fail, 
T wene hope ⁊ dzede there is luche battaple, 
Though enterminyng eche other to cofound 
To be mod gredy whan they molt abounde, 


Hope vnaſured with dzede diſpayzed 
Metyng in hartes make a moztall warre, 
Wha hope pzeſumeth, w dꝛede he is apayzed, 
And lite a cowarde maketh him ſtand atarre 
Dull of his chere as is a cloudy ſtarte: 
Which dare not ſhew the light of his trealour 
But euer to encreaſe (et wholy his labour, 


Ve dare not touch thing that he loueth moſt, 
Bis cofers clole be ut vnder key, (boſt 
Thoughehe haue muchehe maketh therof no 
Leſt fo2 His treſure men would hym werrey; 
Plapneth foz nedeltke as he woulddey, 
Fapneth falſe pouert to (ſpare his dilpence, 
Oppzeſſyng plenty with froward indigence, 


Ind though his cheſtes heaped be with golde 
With pꝛon barres taſt Hut and cloſed, 

Falſe (carcitie gouerneth his houcholde, 
That by none exceſſe ge is not vndiſpoled: 
His indigent hart ſo ſtraytely is enoſed, 

To Herebus hepꝛe & yet well wozſe in dede, 
In greateſt ryches to coplapne bpon nede, 


This Berebushath ofyzon @ not of tone, 
Foꝛ anaryce bypita foule citee, 
Where as the whele turneth of Jrion 
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Under the boundes of Theſephone, 
Where ziliphus may neuet a day go (tee 
But with his lkone continually trauapleth, 
And the moze buſy his labour leſt auaylety, 


Thus auarice to vertue moſt contrary, 
Founde among vyces full contagious, 
Euer buſy their reſtleſſe one tocarp, 

Now vp now downe w wery ziliphus: 
Whole endles labour bzaydeth on Theleus, 
Xchiche helde the b2pdle of fruteles bulines, 
Condemned in hell to liue in ydlenes, 


Of couet ile the cruell marinere 

Js called Cha ron, which w Flegetonte 

By many a ſtreyght and many fell daügere, 
Sayleth in the floudes ol furious Acheronte, 
Under that darked and cloudp Oꝛisonte: 
Where auarite choſe whylom nygardQyp, 
Foz trealozer,his cofers foʒ to kepe. 


Firſt to declare the labour in gatheryng 

Of couctous men, as it is in dede, 

And coũterpapſe how their ſtreight kepyng 

Is euer meynt with {mpoztable dzede, 
oꝛow at departyng foz their moztall mede, 

Which may be called of trouth and equitie, 

Ok Cerberus the wakers heades thzee, 


The fyꝛſt head is vnlauncheable deſyze 

Of wozldly goodes, great riches to attapne, 
The moze encrece the hotter is the fyze: 
The ſeconde heade is the dꝛedefull payne 
Which in kepyng his hart doth conſtrapne, 
Unwate departyng, that (odaynely doth fall, 
Is the third head, that greueth moſt of all, 


This wakyz wozne þ bereth this heads thie 
8 called the woꝛme ofgredy couetyle, 
boſe buſy cõſtraynt, reſtles perplerite 
Troubleth the loule in full furious wile, 
Whiche froward monſter playnly to deuyſe, 
Bꝛapdeth on Yidza (of whome poetes ſapne) 
One head cut of, there groweth thze agapne. 


Euer at the tayle of plenty and ryches 


Ofcuſtome foloweth grutchyng and enup, 

1 oz he that hath of treaſure great michnes, 
8 ſelde glad, as foz his party, 

Thus bothe twayne ſtande in teopardye, 

The ryche w plenty holde him not appaxyed, 

And the neady wyth pouert is afrayed, 


And pet in pouert is full great ſphernes, 
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Which is treaſour that no man wyll aſſaple, 
28 myne auctour Bochas beareth witneſle; 
Amiclates amonge the pozayle 
Lyued in peace (ure from all battaple, 
elde hym content w luche as God him ſent, 
an riche wer armed a to the werte went, 


Uertuous pouert ſtandeth euer in (iker caſe, 
To watche his houle he hath full lytle nede, 
But pjoude Ponpel allieged in Durag 

Foz feare of Julius ſtode in great dzede; 
But people rude herok take none hede, 
Suche as reiopſe them foz to Chede blode, 
In ſtraunge wertes wzongly to get goode, 
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Stoꝛies olde ful well reherce tonne 
Diuers studies of folke here moztall, 
Firſt how Diogenes was cotent in his tonne 
In which he made his lodgyng pꝛincipall, 
And ſaw the courle aboue cele 

L yued gladder amonge philoſophers, 
Than kyng Creſug w all hys ſtuffed cofers, 


Ind yk men woulde bnto mynde call 

The great miſcheues folowyng i habfidatice, 
Aud thinke alſo how Sardanapall 

Foz all his treaſour came vnto miſchaunce, 
And how Sophoclius pooꝛeſt in ſubſtaunte, 
Had but a gardapne full ot lekes grene, 

And right nought els hym lelfe to luſtene. 


(This Philoſopher was euer gladde #lyght, 
There was no watche made in hys tours, 
Full ſurely flepte he al the longe nyght 
Hauyng no dzede of theues ne robbours, 

In ſomet walkyng among the grene flourg, 
And in colde wynter full merely and ofte, 
On dzie ſtra we he lap and ſlept full ſofte, 


Cyntinatus a pooꝛe labozere, 

Feped dicheſſe to get hys luſtenaunce, 
without grutchyng euer glad ofchere 
Bothe in pozte and in his countenaunce, 
Dempt he had as muche (uffiſaunce 

To his pleaſaunce as Creſus kyng of Lyde, 
Content with lytle nature was hys gyde, 


Thys poaze man in hys pouert aſſured, 
With lptle fode and clothes but a fewe 
Had heartes eaſe, a gladſome peace recured: 
tlyked hym nat ouer his head to hewe, 
hich thing tonteyued clerip doth vs chewe, 
That toyous pouert tonueped w gladneſle, 
Grutching auorded, lurmounteth al richelle, 


tat. lxxt vill, 


And ik that folke conſider a ryght (lyneſſe, 
Their pitous lighes, theyz thoughtful bu- 
They great labour,theyz lytle ſlepe a nyght, 
Which they endure to; wozldly tycheſſe, 

And of ß abydyng the dzedefull (pkerneſſe, 
Which thing peyled and called to memozy, 
All erthly power is double and trauſitozy, 


nd by ſtoꝛpes whiche ben credible 

o pꝛeue theyꝛ power is nat abydyng 
But at a poput \lydyng and fallible, 
LOhylom Ma ſliniſſa of Numidy kyng, 
(That wag ſo mighty by recozde of wzityng, 
Foz feare of Siphax onely hys lyfe to ſaue, 


Flede into mountaynes @ hid hym in a taue. 


And there he founde ful (male bitayle, 
Conſtrapned narowe of indigence and nede 
Whi other deyntes in miſcheſe gan him fayle 
He gadzed rotes, and eate them in his dzede: 
Eke pꝛoude Xerles kynge of Perce a Mede, 
Dzike blod a water, to ſtaũche w his thzuſt, 
Dꝛede and trauaple gaue hym luche luſt, 


pet ſome men would ſaye of auenture, 
Thep were compelled agapne theyz voliite, 
(Theſe kynges twayne ſuche milchele tfdure, 
Maugre theyz wyll,of necellite, 

Foz caſuall chaunte refte them they2 liberte, 
So that the rygour of thys ſodapne rage, 
Came in by conſttapnt and of no courage. 


But foz all that folke in theyz pouerte 

On great meates that them ſelfe fede, 

Ben all ſtrong, whole, and fayze to ſee, 
And alſo luſty pꝛeued at a nede, 

Upzight of limmes the yz iourneys to ſpede, 
As long lyted. the caule to lle, 

Js onely thys they do not vle exte ſſe. 


Co pooze men the beſt medicine 

Is due labour, with moderate abſtinence, 
Good apꝛe in feldes wher Phebus luſt ine, 
Uopdinge darke miſtes 5 cauleth peſtylence: 
Ok heup ſtomake they fele no violence, 

Chep nat enriche leches noz potyquares, 
Them lelfe to ſaue with vncouth lectuares, 


But folkes ryche wozken the contrary 

ich in them cauſeth maladies ltronge, 

ro theyz diete euery dap they varye | 

Dith diuers meates, a theyz lyttyng longe: 

And with all this they apetites wzonge, 

Take out of time,which thei mai nat endure, 
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Which by cuſtome oppzeſleth nature. 


And thus myne auctour,Goztly to deuyſe, 
Seeth glad pouert ſtãdeth moſt in lekernes, 
And of all euyl he ſeeth how couetyſe 
Js rote and ground,with falſe extozt riches, 
Apot annexed,engendzyng long ſicknes: 
Theron concludyng how moderate diete, 
Setteth body and ſoule in reſt and in quiete. 
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Mhowe Enagoza kynge of Cypze, was by 
Attaxerſes outrayedand put from 
hys kyngdome. 


Olowingi ozder þ pꝛoceſſe of Bochas, 
As he remembzeth next in his wzityng 
To him appered reherſed thus ß caas, 
Euagoꝛa that was of Cypze byng, 

Hys eyen derked by manpfolde wziyng: 
Bycaule he had loft that riche lande, 

Which he tokoze had coquered w his hande. 


This lande of Cypꝛe as made is mencion 
Ok diuers metals is paſſpngly habounde, 
Hath of ryches great plenty and fbyſon, 
And of this citie lyke as it is founde, 

It ſtãdeth farreſouth w many hilles rounde, 
And hath alſo many commodities, 

Within the boundes of townes and cities, 


Touchyng this Cypze J can no moze ſay, 
Of whiche lande Euagoza was kyng, 

Tyll he gan pzoudly foz to warrey 

With Lacedemons their partie luſteynyng, 
Gapne Artaxerſes,and at their metyng 
The ſayd Euagoza was bought to vttracice 
Put fro his kingdome x fro al gouernaunce, 


C Howe Theo kynge of Egypt, by Artaxer⸗ 
(es was dꝛiuen from hys kyngdome 
and fledde into Fraby. 


- CXFSExt Euagoza came kyng Theo 
Ok all Egipt longe tyme poſſeſſour, 
p And to John Bochas gi declare his 
How foztune dyd her frowardelabour, (wo, 
And fro hym dꝛewe her frend@yp e fauour: 
And ſodainly thzough her iniquite, _ 
She caſt this kynge dovone fro his ropall ſee; 


The thirde boke 


She lyſt her malyce from hym nat differre, 
Ne would not luffer yym foꝛ to lpue in perg, 
But cauſed hym foz tobegynne a werte 
Agapne the layd myghty Artaxerſes: 
Wenyng therby to haue had great cncrees, 
Gadzed chyppes and made a great armee, 
In his entent to haue met hym on the lee. 


To Lacedemons he was fauourable, 
Dent them veſſels ſtuffed with vitayle, 
Deinpt of pꝛide that hym ſelfe was able 
With Artaxerſes to holde a battaple: 
But haſty cruſt doth fooles often faple, 
Foz this Theo was after anone ryghr 
Dꝛpuen out of Egipt and yput toftyght, 


Artaxerſes purſued hym ſo ſoꝛe 

Tofoze hys face he durſt nat appere, (moze, 
Fledde into Jraby, myne auctour ſaythe no 
Baniched from Egipt , deedly of face # chere: 
And of hys fate who ſolyſt to lere, 

He was depꝛiued from kynaly dignite, 

And by foztune caſt from his ropall ſee, 


The. xxb.Chapiter. 


Chowe Amynta of Macedone kyug, had 
by Erudice hys wife, Alplandze, 
Perdica , aud Philpppe, 
that were llapne. 


Nd among other their fates cõplainiug 
Thꝛough foztunes d2edefull violence, 
There came Zmpnta,of Macedone kyng, 
And to John Bochas chewed hys ſentence, 
And to declare hys magnificence 
To Alylandze,graunde father in his Iyfe, 
Haupnge four childzen by Erudice hys wyke, 


The fyꝛſt of them was Alyſandze called, 
And Perdica named the leconde, 
The thirde Philyppe in Macedone ſtalled, 
Kyng of Grece lyke as it is founde, 

Whiche in ryches greatly dyd habounde, 
And was eke father thys noble warriour, 
To Alpſandꝛe the mighty conquerour, 


Fnd oz myne auctour further dothe pꝛocede, 
De maketh a maner of diſgreſſion 

From his matter, like as ye map rede, 

And gpuneth in oꝛder adiſcription 

Ok Dacedone,the famous region, 

Amonge Grekes wziteth in elpeciall, 

Ok leuen pꝛouinces, it is the pꝛincipall. * 


of John Bochas 


And ſo pꝛotedyng he ſayth how that countre 
Stretches his boundes about hym enayzon 
Towarde the ſee, which call ed is Egee, 
Fo:the by Achapa to warde Deptentrion, 
Ind to Wellene, weſtwarde it gothe doun: 
And who that can by crafte the coſtes caſt, 
To Dalmacia the name therof dothe laſt, 


Jn Wacedone he dothe allo vs lere 

Of Olympus ſtandeth the greatmountayne, 
Aud in that kyngdom is many great mynere 
Of golde and ſyluer,lyke as bokes layne: 
And on that hyll is nouther wynde nerayne, 
Foz thylke mountapne ſo high dothe attayne, 
That it may nouther blow there ne rayne, 


The kyng Imynta of who IJ ſpake tofozn, 
Had in Grece many great battaple 
Olympiens m Pacedone bozne 

And Jlyziens togyder he dyd aſſayle, 
Thzough his wildom he did alway pꝛeuayle 
But with his enemys whyle he ſtode in ſtrife 
Hys dethe was ſhapen by Crudice hys wite, 


Myne auctour Bochas of her doth diffine, 
She imagined his deſtruction = 
Bycauſe Ge had another concubine, 

On whom che let all her affection: 

Day (et and tyine to hys confuſion 

Fully ozdayned at a mariage, 

He to be flayne of one of his linage, 


He had a luſter called Uryone 

Whiche pzudently eſpied the manere 

Of Etudice, and ſecretly alone 

Goth to the kyng and tolde hym all yfere: 
And as the ſtozy in o2der telleth here, 
Though che fayled that daye of her empzyſe, 
She thought to fulfyll it in another wple, 


Thys to meane,ofher iniquite 

Ok her traude,and falſe ymaginyng 

She was in cauſe thzough her cotrariouſte, 
Of the deſtruction of their myghty kyng; 

Foz the concluſion ofher falſe wozkyng 

was to haue ſlayne the kyng and all his lyne, 
She tohaue raygned with her concubyne, 


But whan che law ſhe myght nat atcheue 
Her furious purpoſe by none auenture, 

Her venomous malice vpon her loꝛd to pzeue 
On other parties the dyd her bulp cure, 
Cninitees and milcheues to pꝛocure 
4gayne the kynge by moztall fell aſſayes, 


Leaf.irruir. 
With loꝛo w a trouble foz to ſhozte his dayes. 
Night and day hys lyfe mode euet in dꝛede, 


Dm to betrape che caſt out hoke and lyne, 


And who is he that can oʒ map take hede, 
Frely to eſcape, to eſchewe, oz decline 
Malice ok women, whan they be ſerpentine: 
Se an example ot thys quene Erudice, 
Vopde of all vertue, and full of euery vice, 


Alas no pzince can bewareby other, 

To bꝛidel their nobles with teynes of reſon: 

Such as commit, alas bothe ſhyp and rother 

Unto Direnes to tow them vp and doun 

„ t Caribdis to theyz deſtruction, 
y cratt of Cyzces alas they wer made nice 

Blynde toremembze vpon thys Erudice, 


Which made Aminta to liue i lozow # dzede, 
To reſt in peace ſuffered him to haue no ſpace 
In thought a trouble his lyfe gan helede, 
Tyl by long pꝛoteſſe deth gan hym manace, 
Pet oz he died foztune re hym grace, 

His eldeſt ſonne by wildoine to oꝛdapne, 
Called Alplandze hys tro wne to attapne. 


Thus Aliſandze was hys lucceſſour, 

Foz Cathynenſes gan their rancour lete 
Igayn( hym,foz he wpth great labour 

By they2 luſterauute came to hys ropall ſete: 
And foz to ſet hys realme in quiete 

Firſt with Ithenes the 1 ſtrong toun, 
Pꝛouided a peace, ok hie dilcretion. 


And foꝛ to auoyde all ambiguite 

Ok olde debates, and of olde outrage, 

Firſt he lent into that ſtrong cite 

His ſonne Philippe,yong and tender of age, 
On peace aſſured to lye there foz hoſtage, 
And in that citye , the Cozie beareth witnes, 
He gan to grow vnto full hye nobles: 


He was committed bnto the diſcipline 

Of a great duke called Epaminondon, 
Which to all vertue his youth made encline: 
Foz of this duke Juſtine maketh mencion, 
By a maner recommendacion 
(Tofo2enoz after as by hys aupſe, | 
Wag neuer no pꝛynte moze excellent noz wile 


Fpꝛit he commendeth hys vertuous cozage, 

DyS hype nobleſſe,hys vertuous excellence, 

And by diſcent he bozne was of bye linage, 

And in two thynges concludeth his 1 — 
N d 


Sapeth that he was of moſt magnificence, 
Egall to Wars by famous chiualry, 
Ind lonne to Phebus thzough hye philoſophy 


Ind Kochag here doth hys ſtyle auaunce 
Ful notably, with excellent langage, 

And ſayth no treaſour atteyneth in ſubſtaũce 
To thplke richeſſe,auoydyng all ontrage: 

As when there is by bonde of mariage 

Lnyt vpa knotatwene excellence 

Ot famous knighthode,# of dame pzudence, 


This knot auaileth moze than golde in cofer, 
And is moze glozious perpetually to abyde: 
A mighty pzince ought be a Philoſopher 
Whiche can by pꝛudente al vices let aſyde, 
Foz whan to manhode pzouidence is gyde, 
And vertuous kozceis captayne in the werre, 
Let men well truſt that partie may not erre, 


This Epaminonda of knighthod ſuſtenour, 
Carbuncle of vertue as bokes tell con, 

Ol gentel maners called the famous flour, 
And of high nobleſſe a very wozldly ſon, 
Whoſe knyghtly triumphes be {ohigh vp ron 
To Martes palais,with the bleſſed ſouns 
Of famous trumpettes # golden clariouns, 


Fo: he was called the bzight myꝛrour 
Ofrightfull quarelles the partie to ſuſtene, 
Ok extozt wages moſt int refozmatour, 
Iyeegall iuge of entent moſtclene: (ane, 
Wyiche neuer coude nothing but truth mea⸗ 
Wolde ofcuſtome foz hate noz aliaunce, 

On nouther partie decline the balaunce, 


And to commende hys bertuous pzowelle, 
Yys pꝛoued triumphes, hys magnanimite, 
Yys marciall actes, hys knyghtly bulyneſſe, 
In the gettyng of many ſtrong cyte, 

Ind all his labour was foz the commonte: 
Which to augment he woulde neuer ceace, 
Such ioy he had the common wele tencreace, 


Thys was alſo hys blaunce euermoze, 
What euer he gate to part it in largeſſe: 
Ok golde noz copne he ſet but lytle ſtoze, 
Fo: all his heart was ſet on gentlenelle, 
By manly fredome, and playnly to expꝛeſſe, 
He ſpared no good, it <ewed well in dede, 
Yys true ſeruauntes to helpe in thepz nede. 


He kept nat in cofers hys treaſour, 
Ok his nature he was (oliberall 
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Foz to releue eche manly ſoudiour, 
Suche as were pꝛeued in actes marciall, 
And foz to holde hys feeſt tuner all, 

Ikter his dethe, his d oꝛie maketh mynde 
He was ſo kre, he left nothyng behynde, 


All his offices and famous dignities 

And great empꝛiles in hys tyme w2ought, 
Encreſed fraͤchiles thzough Grete t his citiez 
With liberties by hys pꝛudence out ſought - 
Foz common pꝛolit, and foz him lel fe nought; 
With great augmenting of ſtrage teritozies, 
All this came in by meane or his victozies, 


And amonge all hys knyghtly ercellences, 
By diuers auctours vnto mynde is bꝛought 
How all hys lyfe he ſtudied in ſciences, 

And vpon connyng ſet holy hys thought: 
By manly pꝛoweſſe of dethe he ferednought, 
(That was che wed as it is well founde, 
Che day whã he recepued his dethes woũde. 


He was home boꝛne vnto hys pauillion, 

All his armour with bloude ſtayned reed, 
Andon a couche by his men laped downe, 
Ind gan abzapde as he lay hal fe deed: 
Dirs(quod he) ot one thyng take heed, 

Dath any enemy thys dape in the felde 
When J was wounded, taken vp my chelde⸗ 


Ind when hys knyghtes had tolde hym nay, 
Bya maner of knyghtly retoyſyng 

He them commaunded without moze delaye 
To his pzelence that they ſhould it bzyng, 
And ther vpon full pitouſly lokyng, 

Full iytze a knyght and with moztall chere, 
He kyſſed it, and ſayde as pe ſhall here. 


Thou were my felow in armes # my bꝛother 
That neuer wouldeſt my felo wih yp foz(ake, 
Sure a abyding, ther was nat ſuch another, 
In euerp iourney that J dyd vndertake: 

To me welcome an ende J mult nowe make, 
After my deth my ſoule (hall haue pleſaunce, 
(The to be kept yet foʒ a remembzaunce, 


Afoze hys dethcas it is put in mynde) 

The lame hour it came to hys memozie, 

To enquire he left it nat behynde, 

Haue we (quod he) this daye had victozie: 
Oz in the felde who hath ß palme of glone⸗ 
His knightes he pꝛayed Þ dap he Could dep, 
(The plapne trueth they would to hym * 
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And they hym ne he alot, 1 
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aud by the meant ol hys wpſed 
ilyppe that laye with hym in hoſtage, ;; 
Pe eee 1 N 
He — 4 vertue ryght as he wext in 
Whole fath po was by furions . 
Dotted ſandze)as mate is men 
Carus $ mother by falſe na.” 


After whole dethe Perditta fr dede 

Che ponger bother, the ſtozy doth bell 1 
Co the crowne gan lintallp ſuccede, 
Slapne anone after in fullcrnell wyſe: 
Suchefalſemurder euery man chuld agriſe, 
As pe haue verde firſt of Tmynta, } ...., 
Of Alplander, and of kyng Perdicca, - 


The. xx vi. Chapter, 


howe the pꝛoude tiraunt Aman was 
hanged, and thc innocent 
pꝛeſerued. 


he hozrible fall furious foz to rede, 
Y ol. That foloweth after ofþ great Aman, 
l a falſe tyzaiit folid in wozd a dede, 
And was of byzth a Macedonian, -- . .. -. 
Which as the bible full voell reherſe can 


Was chefe maiſter (who can well conlcerne) 


With Aquerus hys people to gouerne. 


He was exalted hye in payde 

To goddes people moſt contrarious, 

Yys hatefull venym he lyſt nat foz to de, 
But lyke a tiraunt moſt malicious 

Of wylkul rancour fell and diſpitoug, 

Fully diſpoſed,and coud him nat e 
To deſtroy the Jewes and theyz holy lawe. 


To bes oitenthe * aucto 4 

Bybys ſabtell falle co 

Sent out letters into — 9 

Thzugh al Perce by biddyng of the whe 
That hye and low within the land dwellpng 
No wight except, that people all abont 
Should vnte Iman obey,knele,andlout, 
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wm And when the Enuzes to ß king her mought 
Spe was accept * 
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-Hym to diſtroy and 
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Thys was (ally was bored 
Than — re ——— "or 4 pe 
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a counſaile euerythyn qſhewjought 
Paſſyng 1 of great met eneſſe, 


- Unto hys grace,he A 
Ind there chert 
Aboue all the map en wn carovll, þ 
791] 345511 
- Indqfajl Perce dhe wascrownedquene, ./.: 


A pees commaunded thzoughal tho regions, 

Duryng * ra that men might ſene 

p in cities and touns, 

Ind d res feaſt; the. A * all ſouns 
ardoche, 


Cams to the eares of 
Whiche came with other - maner {oz to (e, 


Tofoze the palaps as be dyd abyde - 

With other Jewes in hys company, 

Ok yappe as heca(thys care alyde, 

He ot two poꝛters the counſaile dyd elpy, 
How they them caſt by falle conſptracie 

To ſlee the kyng, (ſome day of the pere, 

Like their entent whan they loud bei leilere. 


YOhan Mardocheus pzudently gan ele 
The ſecrete malie ofthey2 compalſyng, - 
Ot compaſſion he would it nat concele;, 

But made Heſter diſcure it to the kyng: 
Wherof conuitt they were led to hangyng, 
As me ſemeth a competent guerdone 
Foz all that falſely:ymagine ſuche treaſone; 


By which meane theſayd Mardoche 

Was wel accepted to the kyng Iſluere, 
Lykely alſo to ſtande at liberte 

Out of the malyce and fell daungere 
Ol curſed Iman, which made bym no chere: 
But compaſſed in full fell mane re 
wes all ylexe. We 4 


Chys Mardocheus the Byble tell can, 
YOithdzew hym ſe an ik F 


Unto thys tyzai 5 
L pke as the fa T in ſentencet 
ws D. it Aloze 
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Accompted was that tyme in warreand pers 


teln are Geong get 


Is was this kyng called Treaxerlep, 


with myght,' Ye had a bzotherthatnamed was Cyꝛus, 


them no 
But at the laſt he wyll of very tygye 
Punpch the pꝛoude foz furious violence, 


The pooze ſuppoztyng tot theyz patience. 


Is Wardocheus by innocent lyuyng - 

By meane of Heſter,andher great mekenes, 
Fccepted-was to Aſſuere the kyng, 

The lawe of Jewes let in moze ſutenes: 
Frowarde Iman foz hys curſednes 
Uengeable ofpzidec in the bible ye maye lee) 
Das hye enhanged bpon a galowe tree, 


Mardocheus of pzudence and reaſon 
The furious daunger of Aman et aſpde, 
P2eſerued hys people fro deſtruction 

The tyꝛaunt hanged foz hys frowarde pꝛide: 
Thus tan our lozde hys iudgementes deuide 
When he leeth tyme, molt mighty x puiſſaũt, 
Suppoꝛt the ſimple # punyche the tyꝛaunt. 


The xx vii. chapter 0 


Of the two bzethzen Axtarerſes and Cy- 
runs, and howe Irtaxerles ſlew 
his childzen and concubines, 
and howe they ended, 


A Fter the fall of Iman doubtles, 

Wh he beſt wed to haue be i his flours, 
Tofoze John Bochas came Artarerles, 
Moſt renomed in his time of conquerours: 
Which gan declare his ſodeyn ſharpe hours, 
Dith all the parcels of his moztal papne, 
Which that foztune agapne him gan ozdayne 


This Irtaxerſes,as put is inmemozye, 
All other pꝛynces excelled in rycheſſe, 
Whiche in hys chare famous of glozpe, 
And withhys trone of wozidiye hye nobleſſe, 
Sate in his tyme (the ſtoꝛp beareth wytneſſe) 
igheſt exalted was or any kyng, (thynge 
at he choulde fall was it nat an vncouth 


Kynges he had bnder his obepſaunce, 
Jn-hundzed,pzouinces,twentie a eke ſeuen, 
Son vnto Baty, pzince ot moſte puiſſaunce, 
His fame dꝛede moze than fyꝛy leuen: 
None lo mighty bnder the arred heauen 


Out of one ſtoeke came theyz borhriynes, 


ſyght,' But Attaxerſes(the ſtoꝛp tell eth thus 
Was toꝛde ot gtapnes, of opte, and of wines 


And had alſo ” divers coucubines 
In hundzed chtidzen,lpke as it is tolde, 
And kiftene oner, tokoze oz he were olde. 


Of bothe bzethzen the power lall farre, 
Duryng theyz tyme ſtode in full hye euͤate, 
Pet atwene them was ful mozrall warte, 
Agapne nature, an vnkyndlip debate: 

Foz thylke warres be moſt infoztunate 
Whan blode  blodclet no man deme other) 
Lyſt warte, as bzother agaynlt other. 


And finally cauſe why thys warre gan 
Atwene theſe bzethzen as made is mention, 
Thzough whiche debate died many a man, 
The grounde of all and firſt occaſion 

Was onely thys,foz ſucceſſion; 

After wy Dary reigning in Perce # Mede 
Whiche of them twayne ſhoulde next ſuccede. 


But Artaxerſes by a maner pꝛouidente 
Put his bother pꝛiueip in pꝛiſon, 

That he ne ould make no defence 

Nox gather people to hys deſtruction: 
This yonge Cy2us,as made is mention, 
Was faft ſtocked and eke as it is tolde, 
That his ſtockes and fetters were of golde, 


And though it be nat remembzed in Bochas 
Howe that Cyzus eſcaped fro pzyſon, 

Pet alſo ſoone as he delpuered was | 
Thzough Perce # Mede rydyng vp a doun, 
He gadered people,ofentention 

Thzough olde hatred hys bzother taſſaple, 
The telde aſſigned,they mette in battayle. 


LOher Cy2us pzoudly put hym ſelfe in paces 
To chewe hys manhode in ſpeciall, 

Dought his bzother called Artaxerſes, 

And gaue to hyma wounde ful moztall, 
Without frendchyp oz fauour fraternall: 
That Jrtaxrerles his wounde gan ſo ake, 
Conſtrapned was the felde to ſozfake, 


And Cy2us than furious as a Lyon 
Dys aduerſaries gan moꝛtally to wake, 
But falſe foʒtune full of colluſion 


Under 
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under faynt (milyng a mow gan him make, 
Whiche cauſed,alas,y he that day was take, 
zfo:e ywounded it woulde be none other, 
Ind then pꝛelented to his vnkynde bꝛother. 
and though this Cyꝛus had afoze be found 
r 
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pe dyed anone foz he no ſuetour fonde: 

Chan the two kingdomes win Perce londe 
fyll to the handes of Artaxerſes, 
In whiche after he liued longe in pees. 


Thus a great ſpace like a mighty kyng 

Jil Percehe . 

By famous nobles full glozioufly Qinyng, 

hHauyng ot riches moſt abundaunce: 
Ind as it is put in remembzaunce, 

Tomoze encreaſe of his pꝛoſperitie, 

In true wedlocke he had ſonnes thze, 


Che fyꝛſt of them called Darius, 

Jrobzatus named the ſeconde, 

Ind the thirde named was Othusg, 

Panly pzynces,like as it is founde: 

Ind of nature lyke as the kyng was bound, 
Unto Dary,as made is mencion, 

Aboue echone he had affection, 


Ind fo2 he dempt him able to the warte 

By likelyhode, of yeres pong and grene, 
he taſt fully his nobles to pzefarre 

' Ofhye pꝛudence, thus he dide mene, 

His impotence to ſuppoꝛt and luſtene: 
foꝛhe was feble in Perce to raygne alone, 
he (et vp Dary with him in his trone, 


Whiche was a thing ſtraunge a contrarious 
Igayne the cuſtome of Perciens vlaunce, 
But he ſuppoſed his ſonne Darius 
Shoulde in luche caſe encreaſe and aduaũce 
Dis fathers party,of naturall attendaunce, 
Ind chew vato him trouth and kyndnes, 

His impotence to cherythe of gentlenes, 


But in eſtates oft it dothe thus fall, | 
Wyan that pꝛyntes be runne farre in age, 
Their childzens lone ayen the dothe appall, 
Shewyng no frend@yp ſaue foz avauntage, 
how that they may reioyte their heritage: 
Ind in ſuche caſe whan they were Nironge, 
Thinke their fathers liue all to longe. 


And Irtaxerſes ftods in the lame caas, 


cal. xti. 


Is in the ſtozy playniy pe hall fynde, 

By tehearlayle and wz of Bochas, 
Dom this Dary was falle and eke vnkynde, 
1 had nothing in mynde 

ow his father, the trouty to reherce, 

Hath made hi equal w him to raign in Perce 


And to declare the firſt occaſion, 

To his father how the ſayd Dary 

By a falſe maner of rebellion, 

Gan in his wozkyng foz to be contrarp, 
COhichetodiſcure I wyll no lenger tary: 
But wyth mypennein all haſte 

Here to diſcriue how it fell in dede. 


Irtarerſes among hys concubynes 
15 is remembꝛed how that he had one, 

hiche koz to reken wyues and vyꝛgyneg, 
Was fapzeſt holde of them euerychone, 
Called Irthaſia offull yoze agone : 
And was that tyme, her beauty to diſcryue, 
Among the Perciens the fayzeſt holde alpue. 


And though che were yꝛun farre in age 


Lyke as bokeg lyſt of her expzeſſe, 

Both of colour and alſo of vyſage . 
She kept her beauty, # her natyfe frechenes, 
Whyche was afozetoz her ſemelines 

To the ſayd Cyꝛus bziefly to termpne, 
Chole long afoze to be his concubyne. 


But whan thys Cyzus was paſſed into fate 
Which foz his bzother might not liue in pees, 
Anone bpon wythout lenger date 

She was take vp foz kyng Artaxerles, 
Becauſe ſhe was of beauty pearles, 

After long tyme when he fell in age, 

She claymed wag by title of heritage 


Ok kyng Dary by hys fathers lyue, 
Faynyng his clayme by ſucceſſion, 

And though his father agayn it dyd ſtryue: 
And thus began as made is mencion, 
Ok their debate the kyzſt occaſion: 

Foz Dary caſt all be he bare it ſtyll, 

Her to reioyce agapne bys fathers wyll. 


And to accomplythe falſely his entent 
Of her to haue full poſſeſſion, 
Toaffozce his party he made thys argument 
Cyꝛus (quod he) as made is mention 
Raygnyng in Perce that mighty region, 
And this ozy dothe playnly determyne, 
Foz het beuty eee 


diu. And 


And after time vohan Cy2us was dede 
Artaxerſes his father ye may ſe, 

Next him ſucceadyng in Perce it is no dꝛede, 
Lyſt her to clapme eke foz her great beauty: 
And ſo quod Daty ) che longeth now to me 
Becaule ſhe is ſo pleaſaunt to my ſyght, 

By (ucceſſion J will her clayme of ryght, 


Thus kyng Dary to his father ſayde 
He would haue Arthaſia the tapze, 
And therwithall Attaxerſes gan abzayde 
And aunſwered with face debonapze: 

My lonne ( quod he) will not de contrapze 
To thy delire, but of affection, 

Deliuer her to thy poſſeſſion. 


Ok his pꝛomile he after gan repent 
Caſt hym to make another cheurſaunce, 
And ſecretely his concubine he lent 
Called Irthaſiacas made is temembꝛaunce) 
And thzough his ſleyghty puruepaunce, 
Unto the tẽple, ſuch meanes he hath lought, 
Of great Appollo þ che in haſte was bzought 


Where che was veyled a made a pzeſtereſſe 
After the rites.playnly and the gyle 
Of olde panyms, by a maner holines, 
Jud there p2ofeſſed fo to doſeruice-- | 

As their ſtatutes conſtrapne and deviſe; 
During her life it might none other be, 
She bounde was to liue in chaltite, 


This thing was w2ought by compaſſyng 
Of Artaxerſes by frowarde ieloſp, 
Wherof Dary the yonge luſty kyng 
LOcrt almoſt wode whan he did it eſpy, 
And gan compaſle of melancholy 
Furious rancour,and haſty cruelte, 
Upon his father auenged foz to be. 


And his party of fozce to ſuſtene 

With him he had(the ſtoꝛy maketh minde) 
Dis b2eth2en in baſt an hiidzed and fifrene, 
Which to their father were falſe and vnkind: 
Ofall this number were left none behynde 
That fc this purpoſe ones lyſt diſſent, 

Yys death of one will they al aſſent, 


Pet of this ſtraunge falſe conſpyzacy 
Irtaxerſes had a knowledgyng, 
Although the ſtoꝛy dothe not ſpecify | 
How, ne by whom he had therof wyttyng: 
Foz whiche in haſte he made no taripng, 

To gader meyny # make him ſelfe ſtronge, 


The thirde bone 


Ok manychildze makethaznan ſtronge,-. . 
Vertus is cauſe if he dwell them among: 


Him ſelkto auenge of this diſnatural wrong. 


Foz Artaxerſes lyke as the caſe tho ode,” © 
Thought it (ate well to big highnobleg.. 


w gh noble 
To be venged vpon vnkynde bloude, 

Fot lawe, nature, decrees, rigytwiſeneg, 
And all ſtatutes dampne bnkyndne:: 
Wyerby this kyug occalion did finde 
Jyen his childzen,becauſe thep were bnbyud,, 


Some men heme how great multitude 


But therupon plainly to conclude, 


But iftheixcozage enclyneth bnto wzonge, - 
And vycious lite do their bzydle lede. 
The greater number the wozle they do ſpeds 


I'pzogeny bozneof a turſed lyne 
May thzough his frowarde falſe infection, | 
Outward of trouth though they ſhyne 
Under appearaunce and mulation, 
Infect and cozrupt all a region; 

Fot it is (ayd of full olde langage, 


Frute of ſoure trees take a ſoute tarage. 


This was well chewed in Artarerſes, -. 
That (uffred his bzother dye at milchele: 
Bledyng his wounde left him helpeles; 
Whyche to his name (hall ener be repzefe, 
Thus bloude vnkynde hath euer euil pzete, 
Foz all the chtidzen fro his ſtocke dilcended 
Were curled euerichone as here is remTbzed, 


Their ſtocke was fyꝛſt contagious of nature, 
The grefes frowarde were great in number, 
Whiche of aſſent did their buly cure 

By falſe treaſon their father to encomber: 
But there is no ſhade noꝛ no couert bmber 
So clolely kept namely of falſe gyle, 
But the venym wyll Gew out (ome whple; 


And thus the death contagiouſly conſpyzed 
Ok Artaxerſes ſythe ago full yoze, 
Wyeron to auenge his hart was lo fyꝛed 
Ok furious yze and ybzentſo (0ze, 
That he not could defarreit now nomoze: 
But with his meyny fyll on them anone, 
Oz they were ware,# ſlew the euerpchone. 


He lough alto all hys concubynes, 
That wer their mothers of whõ J told tofon 
Quffred none to liue of their lynes, 


So of þ lynage he hath the wede vpſhozne: 
Found 


of John Bothas Leaf,reii, 


Founde among all no grayneofgood cozne, To ſea their father, the om ye map rede, 
Couyct by doome whan they were pꝛelented, Cauſyng an ende ok all theyz whole kynrede. 
To his death how echone they were aſlented, h = 

Kyng Artaxerſes with a froward chere 


his clothes ſpꝛent with the vnkynd bloude His inturies and wzonges to redzeſſe, 
Of his chyldzen whiche he dyd (hede, Silough hys chuldze, their mother eke pfere, 
Ifter whoſe death in great miſchefe he ſtode, Spated not one of froward turſednes : 
Ind ſo in ſoꝛow his lyte he did lede, By whiche occaſton toke a great ſickeneg, 
Dyed after in miſchefe and in dꝛede: After dyed in miſchefe and in dꝛede, 
Death quyt W death, rage with rage, Caulyng an ende ot all his whole kynrede. 
Lo here the fyne of his vnweldy age, enn 
Lo here a(ozowe not particulere, 
C Lenuoy. Foz thzough all Perce ran the curſednes, 
The croked fame ſpꝛed bothe farre and nere 

T His tragedy afoze declareth here Ok this vengeable haſty fell woodnes: 

The great outrage of vnkynones. Theapze enfecting w ſlaunderous blacknes, 


Betwene two bzethzene raignyng both yfere, To (ew of vengeaunce the cotrarious mede 
Jn Þerce lande, as ye haue hearderpzeſle; Ok bloud vnkyade bozne of one kynrede, 
Tyll deuilion of all miſchefe maiſtreſſe, 
Gan enter in thzough fraternall hatrede, Noble pꝛintes lift vp your eyen clere, 
Vyyche agayn kynd deſtroyed their kinrede, Andconlider by great auiſenes 

The wofull ſtryues, the odious fell daũgere, 
The warre aroſe contagious foz to lere, Sowen in kinredes of wilfull ſtraungenes: 
Thzoughe all Perce of moztallfrowardnes, Oft all rancoure your courage do redzelle, 
Of Cyꝛus death rehearſyng the manere, Peylyng the miſcheues folowyng in dede, 
How helpeleſſe he dyed in diſtreſſe; Ok bloude vnkinde bozne of one kynrede; 
Jad how the nũber of bzethzen did the dzeſſe, FRE 

FF The ende of the thirde boke. 
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| Ruite of waitynge ſet in Cronicles 


12242. olde, 

I Poolte delectable of frechenelle in 
-—Ataſlynge, 

And molte goodlye and glozious to beholde, 
In colde and heate lengeſt abibyng 

Chaunge ofſeaſons map do it no hyndzyng: 
And where lo be that men dyne oz kalt, 

The moze men taſte the lenger it will laſt. 


every courages renue agayne # glade, 
hiche may be called frute of the tree of lyfe, 
So parmanable that it will neuer fade, 

To the fiue wittes greateſt reſtozatyfe: 
And to their picaſacice moſt chefe confoztatife 
Fo: of nature whan they be quicke # goode 
They of this frute take their naturall foode. 


Auctours hereon concluden and eke aſſent 
How that wꝛityng of his kyndly right 
Dothe loued perſons à likeneſſes repzeſent 
Oel frendes abſent leuered farre frõ (yght, 
Darkenes of abſence is clered with the light 
Thus frute of waityng hath his auauntages, 
Ol folkes karre of to pzelent the pmages. 


Lawe had periſhed nad be waityng, 

Our fayth appalled nere vertue of ſcripture, 
Fo all religion and oꝛder of good liuyng 
Taketh their example by doctrine of lecture: 
Foꝛ wzitingcauſeth with helpe of poztrature 
Thinges darked of olde that were begon, 
To be remembzed with this celeſtiall ſon, 


God ſet wꝛityng and letters in lentence 
Agapne the dulneſle of our infirmite, 

This wozld to enlumpne by craft of eloqucce 
Canon,Ctuyle,philoſophy:theſe the 
Confirmed fraunchiſes of many ſtrong citee: 
Couenaũtes aſſeled, trouthes of olde aſſured, 
Nad waityng be myght not haue endured, 


Diligence chefe tryumphatryce 

Of llogardp, negligence, and ſlouthe, 
Eke of inemozy vpholder and nouryce, 

And regiſtrer to ſuppolaple of trouthe 

Yath of olde labour a els were great routhe 
Bꝛought thinges paſſed notable in ſubſtaũce, 
Onelp by wzityng to newe remembꝛaunce. 


Wutyng is cauſe that hereto is remembzed 
Lyfe of Þ2ophetes and patriarkes olde, 
How the apoſtles a martyzs were diſmebzed 
Foz Chzides fayth his banner vp to holde: 


The Pꝛologue. 


And wꝛityng cheweth tokoze as J vou tolde, 
Of conteſſours the great ſtedfaü nes, 
And of vyzgyns the virgynall clenneſſe. 


Like to a tre whyche euerp pere beareth frute 
Shewyng hys beuty w bloſſoms and flourg, 
Night lo the fode of our in ward refute 

By diligence of theſe olde doctours, 

Ind dayly frute of their faythfull labours, 
Haue our courages foſtred and paſtured, 


By wiitpng only which hath ſo long endured 


The Epigrames whtlom periſhed had 
Ol pꝛudent Pꝛolper that was lo vertuous, 
And of Senecke the tragedies (ad 
The ſtratagemes of Uegecius 
KRebuke in vyces of noble Percius 


If in olde wꝛityng had ben founde a lacke, 


Thele ſayd thynges had karre be put abacke; 


Wꝛityng cauſed Poetes to reture 

A name eternal, the laurer whan they wan, 
In adamant graue perpetually to endure: 
Kero2de J take of Uy:gyll Mantuan, 
That wꝛote þ armes a pꝛowes of the man 
Called Eneas whan he of hygh cozage, 
Came into Jtayle from Dido of Cartage. 


The famous bokes this auctoz liſt compple, 
Eneidos fyꝛſt, whiche that dyd excell 

In rethoꝛpke by louerapnte of ſtyle: 

He dꝛantze ſuch plenty, this poete as men tell, 
Ol the ſtremes Þ ran downe from the well 
Wꝛought by tho ſiſters that be in nüber nyne, 
Pꝛowes of knighthode moſt clerely to termin 


Foz in that boke he caſt not foz to faple 
LOith voyce melodious to dilcriue aryght, 
The great conqueſt of Rome and of Itaple 
©020Ught by Enee the manly tropan knyght, 
Whole verſe notable gaue ſo clere a lyght 
Thꝛough all the woꝛlde as in Rethozyke 
That among poetes was none to hym lyke, 


He wꝛote alſo this poete wyth hys hande 
By humble ſtyle other bokes twapne, 

One ok paſt ure, the next of tylthe of lande, 
The verle cõueped w fete of meters playne: 
By which thzelabours a palme he did attain 
To make hys name thzough dities dilectable 
Jboue poetes to be molt commendable, 


Waityng of poetes hath ſet Win his clos 
Coqueſt ofknyghthode,their triũph a mo 
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The Pꝛologue. 


Reade in Ouide Petamozpholeos 

Che great wonders, the tranſmutacions, 
The mozall menyng, 5 vncouth concluſions 
His boke de Ponto, and voyth great diligence 
Full many a piſtle coplaynyng fog abſence, 


Of craft ofloue a boke he hath tompyled 
Wherof Ceſar had full great diſdayne, 
Whyche was cauſe that he was exiled 

To abide in Ponto and neuer turne agapne: 
Ind yet he did his labour in certayne 

In hope of grace his witteg to apply, 

To waite a boke of loues remedy, 


Wꝛityng of olde with letters aureate, 
Labour of poetes doth hyghly magnify, 
Kecozde on Petrarke in Rome laureate 
Pyiche of two foztunes wꝛote the remedy: 
Certayne egloges and his colmography, 
And a great conflyct whiche men may le, 
Of his quarelles within hym lelfe ſecre, 


ge w2ote ſeuen pſalmes ol great repentaũce, 
And in his Iffryke commended Scipion, 
Ind wꝛote a boke of his ignozaunce 

By a maner of excuſation: 

Ind ſet a notable compplacion 

Upon the life called ſolitary, | 
To which this wozld is froward x contrary. 


Thug by wzityng he gate him ſelfe a name 
Per petually to be in remembzaunce, 

Set and regiſtredin the houſe of fame, 
And made epiſttes of full high ſubſtaunce, 
Called Sine titulo:# moze hinſelf to auaũce 
Of famous women he wꝛote the excellence 
Gteſylde pzeferryng foz her great pacience. 


Wꝛityng alſo remembꝛed hath how Troy 
Deſtroyed was ſithe gone many a pere 
The death of Ectoꝛ chefe pyller of their iope 
And foz the party of Grekes wzote Omere, 
Whichein his wzityng was particulere: 
Foz to Achilles that wzought al by fraude 
Jboue Ectoz he gaue a linguler laude, 


Wꝛityng cauſeth the chapeletto be grene 
Bothe of Eſope and of Juuenall, 
Dauntes labour it dothe alſoſuftene 

By arepozt very teleſtiall, 

Songe among Lumbardes in eſpectall, 
Whoſe thze bokes the great wonders tell, 
Ok heupn aboue,of purgatozy,and of hell; 


Leaf,xetti. 


Men by wꝛityng knowe the myꝛacles 

Dt bleed farming and of their holines, 
Wedicyne,ſalue,and eze obſtacles 

Geyne moztal woundes a great lickenes 
Recreacion and ſolace indiſtres 

Quiet in labour, in pouerte paciente, 

And in riches tyght, trouth, and conſcience; * 


Shoztnes of lyfe and fo2gerfulnes, 

The wytte of man dull and ape fly 
Negligence and frowarde ydlenes, 
Echone ſtepmother to ſcience and cunnyng, 
That J dare (ay nad be fog walepng 

Onelp oꝛdepned fo2 our aduaun | 
Dead were memozy and mind paſſed of ages 


Ind thus in chefe the cauſes afoze tolde 
Weupng the hart of Bochas to waityng, 
And to remembze by many ftozies olde 

The eſlate of pꝛynces in chares high ſittyng, 
Ind foꝛ vyces their vnware fallyng: 
Geuyng example as J affyzme dare, 

Ok falſe foztune how they hall beware. 


is firſt thze bokes be full clere myzrours 


Fully accopliGed as Bochas vndertoke, 
The cauſe of fallyng of many conquerourg 
Onely,foz trouth and vertue they fozſoke: 
Foz which min auctoz toward his fourth boke 
Gan charpe his pen to his eternall fame, 
Onelp by wꝛityng to get him lelſe a name. 


Myne auctour Bochas that ſo much coude, 
Beginneth here to make a pzoceſſe 

Again the outrage ofpzinces 5 were pꝛoud, 
Which wer bzought low foꝛ their frowardnes 
And notablye remeEbzeth that mekenes 
Whiche ſtandeth whole in one a doth cotune, 
Is ape franchiſed from daunger of foztune, 


But he in maner doth recapitle agayne 

(The fall ofmany that ſate in hye ſtages, 
How they foz vyces ſtode aye in no certayne: 
Came to miſchefe foz their great outrages 
Remembzyng firſt of Pꝛyam the domages 
How he loſt (ceptre and regaly 

Fo: ſuſteynyng of falſe auouttp. 


The fall rhearſyngofAliyages | 
That gaue his daughter whilom in mariage 


Co one that was called Cambiſes, 
A poꝛe man boꝛne of lowe lynage: 
Foz he chould haue none auauntage 
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The pꝛologue. 


In no maner nether in right ne wrong 
By rebellion agayne him to be ſtrong. 


Foz 3 had had a woe | 

aa ould one pꝛocede of his lyne, 
hiche chould him put out of his region 

And tauſe him in miſchefe foz to fpne: 

But pet foztune could him vndermpne 

That all his wiſdome ſtode in none auayle, 

Foz agapne god pꝛeuayleth no counſaple. 


It nedeth not his ſtoꝛy to reherte, 
Noz the maner of his vahappy chaunce, 
Noz the fallyng of Cyzus byng of Perce, 


No2 of king Tarquin foz his m{lgouernatice; 
Though Bochas here put thẽ inremebzaiice, 
Foz as me ſemeth it were a thing in vaxne 
A thyng ones tolde to tell it new agapne. 


And he liſt not now tobe retcheles 
New agayne to make rehearſayle 

Of the kyng called Artaxerſes, 

Sithe it is tolde what Gould it moꝛe auaple: 
But he pꝛoceadethj ſtrayght vnto $taple, 
(To their ſtoꝛies and beginneth here, 

At Marchus Manlius a romayn coſulere 


Che ende ol the Pzologue, 


The fourth bont ; 
Howe Mlarcus Manhus vroug! 


dyd io Rome towne,and at the laſt he was by the com 
- caſt into Tybre,and there dzowned, W. 
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- CThefyiſt chapter. 


dime in Rome there was a 
great lynage 
Called Wanloyes of reno- 
med nobieſſe, | 
and of thatNorke, ryght fapze 
| T _ IM 2 I in his vonge age, 

Came this Marcus, the ſtoꝛy doth wytneſſe: 
Which by pꝛoces foz his wozthyneſle 

Was thze tymes by iuſt election, 

Made Conluler of that wozthy toun, 


Which to the commons greatly dyd auaple: 
He diuers tymes foz the townes ryght 
Faught in his dayes many Nronge battayle, 
And aye pꝛeuapled thzonghHhis great might: 
And in the felde by a lynguler fygyt 
Outraped hys enempe, iyke as it is tolde, 
And tote from hym a ryche bye of golde, 


Toꝛques in Latyn in Englyche is a bye 

I cercle of golde which that Marcus wan, 
B20ught it home thzough his chiualrye: 
And of Tozques he was called than 
Marcus Tozquatus, a thus the name gan 
He to be called the ſtoꝛy telleth vs, 
Imonge Romayns Tozquatus Manlius. 


Ind he woulde ofte ieopart good and lyfe, 
Foꝛ the citie, entre the felde alone, 

Ind there conquered foz a pzerogatife 
Sondzie crownes with many a ryche tone: 
Wan tunicles ofgolde many one, 

Foz thylke tyme foz dyuers hyghe empꝛiles 
Were crownes made, in many ſondzy wiles, 


Foz as Yul.Gelliug maketh mencion, 
Ther wer in Rome deuiſed strange crowns 
Foz ſuche as had foughten foz the toun, 
Jy foz their labour receyued they: guerdons: 
By a pzerogatiue called champions, 

Which (ondzy tymes of manhode + of might, 
Jeoparded theyz lyues foz the townes ryght- 
Litze theyz delertes p crownes toke theyz na- 


Deuiled were asbokes (pecifye, 


Foz ſome of tht wer called Triumphal, 
Pone vuto knyghtes foz they noble fames: 
Other allo called Odblidionall (ral, 
Jo Romayne tonge, a ſome ther were Mu⸗ 
Eke other twayne Nauall and'Caſtrence, 
And all they were of great excelence, 


The triumphall made were of golde 

Olkred in truunphes to wozthy emperours, 
Set with laphyzs and rubies manyſolde, 
Upoa the hedes of myghiy conquerours: 
And whan Kome was chynyng in his flours 
That crowne called w bziches burned fayze 
In theyz vulgar the Xureat? cozonay2e, 


The Oblidionall of whiche J (pake tofozne, 
(co2ne 
Crownes notable wzoughte lpke greyne oz 
Poue vato pzices which thzough their chiual⸗ 
Reſcued ſieges, and ſaued the partye: (rye 
Ok them that were cloled dreyte within, 

Thzough their pꝛowes a crowne toz to win. 


Inother crowne that called was Murall, 
Was geuen and graunted by the emperout 
To hym that firſt wan vpon the wall 

At any liege, and there abode the chour 
Fightyng alone in hope of lome ſuccours 

And he that might ſuche a bzunt ſuſtene, 
Shuld of Laurer weare a crowne of grene. 


Nauall crownes whilom were oꝛdayned 
Fo: them that fought manly on the lee, 
When their chyppes were togeder cheyned: 
He that of manhode and marciall ſurete 
Upon his enempes made firſt entre 

Receyue ſhoulde in all the peoples ſyght, 
Rozue lyke arother,acrowne clere # bzyght. 


Che trowne next which called is Caſtrence, 
Das geuen of cuſtome to Þ manly kuygyt 
That liſt auaũte hi thzough his magniticcce, 
Hoſtes aſſembled teopart 8 of . | 
els g 


© Tofozne all other entre into fyght: 
Shoulde eke receyue yisnobles fox to queme 
A ftarred crowne made lte a diademe. 


The crovone alſo whiche called was Ouall 
Toke firſt name of iope and gladneſſe, 
Whiche kynges # pzinces in actes marciall 
Uſed lometyme in thyz iopous nobleſle, 
At lodayne ſctimiches of caſuall haſtineſſe: 
As when they venquiſhed pꝛoudlp i battaile, 
Suche as their highnes vnwarlp 1 4 
ple. 
Ind koꝛ they were of power inuincible, 
4 — noble crownes wer ſeriouſly wzought 
Of mpꝛte bzaunches whiche ben imputrible, 
Enduryng euer and cozrupt nought: 
Foꝛ this wozde Ouall, yt it be well ſought 
Js ſapde ofgladnes as put is in memone, 
Oꝛdapned foz pꝛinces after their victozie. 


Jnother crowone called Cyuica 

Ok oken bowes was made rounde a plepne, 
Oꝛdapned foꝛ them whiche pꝛo te publica 
Coude in battaple reſcue a citezeyn, 

And lle hys enemy that was a tozeyn: 

Ot mighty oke he ould foꝛ manhede 
Clayme to weare a crowne vpon his hede. 


Ind lytze as knightes in marciall delptes 

Foꝛ common pꝛofite dyd hem ſelfe augunce, 

Do koꝛ they2 noble victozious merites 

The NRomapne people had a great plealaũce, 
With ſondꝛye crownes mercial in lubſtaunce, 

Foz to guerdon their knightes moſt famous, 

Myne auctour tecozde called ul. Gelliug, 


Amonge other that dyd his buſy payne 
Suche crownes manly to tecure, 
Marcus Manlius in manhod ſouerapne 
ut oft his lyfe in moztal auenture: 

Jo in hys fozce ſo muche he dyd aſſure, 
That he deſerued ful yoze agone 

Ot thele laydecrownes many mo than one. 


Ind to thencreace of his noble fame, 

He dyda thyng bothe manly and deuine, 
Vher by that he gate hym a ſurname 

To be called Marcus Capitolpne: 

Whiche aboue all his names dyd chpne, 
Whan he alone, wherby he is commended, 
The Capitole from enemies hath defended, 


Whan they of Frauncehad take the cite, 
Put all Rome at milſche ke vnto flyght, 


The fourth boke. 


And layde awayte with a great meyne 
The Capitole foz to take at nygyt, 


By a paſſage that laye fatre out ot ipght, 
aroch 


Under ecalled Carmenton, 
They; entred into the chefe dongeon, 


They were chzouded vnder a darke vale 
With oꝛdinaunce, and inyghty violence, 
Towarde mpdnight the wall foz to ſcale, 
Moſt couertly them keppng inlilence, 
Dempt playnlp foz lackyng ofreſiſtence, 
That they choulde maugre tho within 
Their hour aſſigned the Capitole to wn. 


But the gees that were within cloſe, 

The wakcr foules by noyſe of theyz compnge 
Gan beate theyz wynges,# vp anone arole, 
Wherby this Marcus in hys bed liyng 

Gan tabzayde and made no taripng, 

Toke his harneſſe moſt furious and wzothe, 
And to the walles in all haſt he gothe, 


And he that came firſt vpon the wall 

Ok very foꝛce without moze tatipng 
Downe into Tybze he made hym to fall, 
And all hys felowes buſy in ſcalyng 

With Gelde oz pauis ozladders vp reyſyng, 
Thys manly Marte choꝛtlp to copzeyende, 
Into the flode made them to diſcende, 


Unto the dethe ofhym they were abaued, 
Foꝛ by his knighthode and his hie renoun 
Maugre all them the Capitole he ſaued, 
And afterward reſcued all the toun: 

Fo the foztune in conclulioun 

LOhich that tyme dyd vnto hym fall, 
Capitolinus men dyd hym after call, 


And foz he was ſo bictozious, 

Dymlelfe alone by thys hye victozpe, 

Thys name he gate to hym and al hys houle, 
Perpetually to be in memozye: 

And regiſtred in the conſiſtozye, 

n they cronicles hys name determined, 
ith golden letters tobeenlumined, 


And the gees of whome J ſpake alſo, 

That lo well kept watche vpon the nyght, 
Ptake were and offered vnto Juno 
Solempnely with great tozches lyght: 

To whome allo it graunted was of ryght 
Whan a famine made they: ſtoꝛe to faple, 
They (pared were and take fozno we = 


Ind thus was Marke a myghtye cõquerour 
Woꝛchypped in Nome, all beyng of aſſent, 
But whan ſome folke be (et in great honour 
Sdotime it happeth they hold the nat content, 
With couetyle their hertes be loblent: 

to ſuſtilaunce aboue they: degrees 

To lurmonte to higher dignities, 


This Manlius was fret in his cozag? 

To greater woꝛchyp (obaynly to aſſende, 
Deminge lo to haue had auauntage 

Ind in him leite gan frowardly pzetende 

In that cite all other to tranlcende, 

Belide triaphes which wer to him reſerued, 
Higher to clunbe than he hath delerued. 


Bat there was one as made is mencion 
Called Camillus a loꝛd of great (ubſtaunce, 
Which in the cite and in that mighty toun 
Aboue all other had the gouernaunce; 

Ind as it is put in remembzaunce, 

To his greatneſſe no man might attayne, 
Ipe whole noble s Marcus gan dildapne. 


In his hert he had a great enup, 

Whiche cauſed hym by outrage foꝛ to erre 
Igaynſt Campllus, which foz bys chiualry 
The towne gouerned both in peace # werre: 
Ind foꝛ Marcus would hymn lelte pzeterre 

A boue that pꝛince in woz(yppe and honour, 
Firſt of the people he gate hym great fauour, 


Ind by a maner of conſppꝛacpe, 

He gadered her tes of the commonte, 

And dꝛewe alſo vnto his partye 

Great multitude throughout the citye: 

Ind thus aroſe firſt the dzedfull enmite 
Within Rome, the ſtozy telleth thus 

Atwene theſe pzinces Camyll and Manlius. 


Thus fyꝛſt the venym atwene hem was ſow 
Ok haſty hatred by falle occaſions, 

Which in the citie at wene hye and lowe 
Cauſed of newe diuers diſcencions: 

Ifter the vucouth ſtrange opinions, 

Fo: euery wight dzew to hys partye, 

As they were meued in they: fantaſye. 


But foꝛ to ſtynt this outragious errour 
Ind theſe haſip ſtryues furious, 
Agayne fro Tuſcan tame a dictatour 
That t yme called Coꝛnelius Caſſus 
Which of wiſdome blamed Manlius, 
Foꝛ he cauſed ſuch raucour in the toune, 


* 


of John Bochas T cat. cb. 


Ind koꝛ his gylt comannded hyn to pꝛiſone, 


Which was in maner hyndꝛyng to hys name 
And appaled in partie hys noblelle, 

Fo a tyme gan to eclipſe hys fame, 

But afterward the cloude of that derk ene ſle 
Bytõmon fauour was turned into clerneſſe 
Foz as it had be ryght foz the nones 

In his defence the commons role atoneg. 


Fvꝛſt whan they had among their rumours, 
Ampd of theyz fell hatefull contencion 
Shoztly rebuked the wozthy ſenatours, 
Becaule Marcus was let in pꝛyſon. 

Which had bene ay ſo helpefull to the toun, 
home to delyuer they many wapes ſought 
And as J fynd euen thus they wzought, 


Fyiſt they clad them in clothes blacke, 

Pale ofthey: faces pitouſly wepyng 

Thepʒ berdes vnſhaue & theyz yeades ſlacke, 
Lyke furyous men vp and downe runuyng, 


Toloꝛe the pꝛilon all thenyght wakyng: 


And on hys harmes playnly to be uv zeke, 
They gan manace the pzyſon foz to bꝛeke. 


And foz to ſtynt theyꝛ outragtous clamour, 
The ſenatours made anone ozdayne 

To delyuer hym out of hys (otour, 

Lole his fetters and to bzeake hys chayne, 
Fad when he was delpuered out of payiie, 
He lyſt nat ſtyut of haſty cruelte, 

Ok pꝛoude courage auenged foz to be. 


And in his furious fel pzeſumpcion, 
Maugte the Senate and trybunes echone, 


' Daydehe woulde gouerne Rome toune: 


At whole outrage they gan diſdapne anone, 
The peoples hertes from hym were agone, 
Aud ko his pꝛide they by auyſement, 
Iſſigyed hym to come to iudgement. 


Fozſake he was thzoughout the cite, 
Ther came nat one withhym of hys kynted, 
He founde nohyelpe in hys aduerſite, 

Daue a fewe came with him in dede 

Okthe tommons, ful feble at ſuche a nede: 
And thus (alas) he founde no reſiſtence, 
That was veylable to hym in hys defence, 


But foz ſuccour tonſtrapned and in dꝛe de 
Away be put hys clothyng and veſture, 
And naked ſtode verely in dede, 140 
Shewing his woiides which de dende. | 


The fourth boke, 


At many a ſcrimyche and diſconfiture, 
And foꝛ reſcuſe to ſpeke in woꝛdes fewe, 
The capytole to them he dyd che we. 


Ind in ſuppoꝛtyng eke of hys quarele ; 
Meupng the people to rue on hys complaint 
Fy:(\t to his goddes loude he dyd appele 

To p:eſerue hym of that he was attaynt: 
The people abouthim w teres al beſpzaynt, 
That the Judges aſtoned were in dede, 
Where as they late agayne hym to pꝛocede. 


But lecretly he was ledde out of the pzees 
To a place called Froumentyne, 

And there, alas, thep were mercylees 

His dome by rigour fully to termpne: 
Spated nouther nobles noz lyne, 

Fro the capitole out of the chefe dongeon, 
Low into Tybze foꝛ to be caſt adowne, 


Thys was hys ende voyde of all fauour, 
Whiche no man woulde redzeſſe noz amende, 
By cruelte caſte out of that hye towze 
Wyiche he whilome moſt knightly gan defed: 
But what man can by wꝛityng compzehende 
The vaſure ſuccour,founde in necellite, 

To them that labour foz any commonte⸗ 


Let men beholde ß truſt in wozldly thinges, 
And namelye they Þ be pzoude and hautepne 
Open they2 epen, caſt vp theyz lokyn'Jes 

To conſider and (e well in certayne, 

Who truſteth foztune his truſt is in vapne: 
Aud yfhe lyſt a clere enlample fynde, 
IAmoug remébze on Marcus in pour mynde. 


What might auayle his nobles in battaplez 
Byes of goide.crownes of laurere, 

Hys ryche plates oꝛ his vncouth maple, 
Hys myghty cheldes that (one ſo clere, 

Oꝛ his triumphes longe farre and nere, 

O2 hys victozies foꝛ the citye wꝛought, 

In hrs miſchefke auayled him ryght nought, 


Che.ii. Chapter. 


Here Bochas waiteth in parte agaynſt ſuche 
as can nat be content with ſuffilaunce, 


- - but blurpe to high dignities. 


+ Ere John Bochas calleth to memozy 
(a The ſtrige ſalayꝛe, p famous gurrdõ 
A, [ Of them ß gate byconqueſt @ vito 
Honour and triumphe within Kome toun, - 


How it was bſed he maketh mencion: 
Setioullp reherleth the manere 
Wyich J hall wꝛue pf you lyſt to here, 


Aduyſe was take firſt ofeſtates thꝛe, 

Ok men of armes whiche that were pzeſcnt 
That ſawe in dede the magnanimite 

Df hym that ſhall haue it by tudgement, 
Ot the clergy they muſt haue cke aſſent, 

And ot the lenate the people moſt notable, 
By pꝛeue (ought out that he were found able, 


This pztnce alſo outher the capteyne 

Which wal the triaphe recepue of very right, 
Within a chare full rychely beſeyne 

He Galbe let of golde burned bzyght, 

Fret with ſtones, which all geue alyght 
As Phebus doeth in hys myddaye ſphere, 
That no derkenes about hym (hall appere, 


Thys heuenly chare hall foz moze delyte 
To chewe thencreale of hys knightly glozie, 
Be led and dzaw with four ſtedes whyte 
Thꝛougy the citie, in token okhis victozie, 
And he Gail haue foz a linguler memozie, 

In hys ryght hand a palme of gold ful Gene, 
And on his head a crowne of laurer grene. 


He al eke haue aboue all hys armure, 
Poudzed with palines a cote of purple reed, 
In hys left hand hys quareil foz taſſure 

A ſtanderde rounde, declaryng his manherd: 
And all about let vpon the heed, 

The pꝛinces armes full ryche of apparaple, 
In whole quarel he accopliſhed the battaile, 


Aud of cuſtome the (ayde ſtander de hall 
Be richely depeynt with reed colour, 

And ſo this knight this man moſt marciall 
Shalbe conueyed lyke a conquerour; 

And pet foz moe encreace of his honour, 
Upon theyz fete his pꝛiſoners echone (gone, 
Take by hys manhode aboute his chare Gall 


Che moſt worthy faſt by hys lyde, 
All the remnaunt after,on him lokypng, 
Echone of the poetes which in p toun abide 


Shal on hym wapte at his home commyng, 


Ditees deuiſe and of his conqueſt (yng, 
Ind ſtrange minſtreiles, to be alſo te coꝛde 


Thier inſtrumentes Gal touche at accozde- 


All of entent to geue hym moze courage 


To the Capitole ſo he Halbe brought, * 


of John Bothas 


And leſt of pꝛyde he fall in none outrage 

Noz (urquedy within hys owne thought, 
The molt wzetch al of the town be {ought, 
Which of cuſtome hal haue a ſtaffe in hande 
Ind in the chare behinde his backe vp ſtande. 


Gnotos Eolytos, in Greke he Goulde ſeyne, 
Whiche in our tonge plapniy dothe expꝛelle 
know thy ſelfe, rcemembyng in certayne 
Upon foztunes trowarde double ne ſſe, 

On whom thou truſt may be ſpkerneſle: 

Ind who that douteth where that it be thug, 
Let hym remembze the ende of Manlius. 


What auapled his triumphes oz hys byes, 
Crownes of golde, a perled freche tunicles, 
His hygh pꝛowes oꝛ all hys chtualryes, 
Singler fyghtyng oz marciall particles 
Hcwlye remembzed oz fed in olde cronicles; 
Peyle his merites, and ſee now at the laſt 
How into Tpbze they: champion they caſt, 


{To his excuſe auayled neuer a dele 

Fauour of compns,carectes of his woundes, 
Noz tothe goddes his lamentable appeie, 
No2 remevzalice of theyz fraũchiſed boades, 
Teritozies noꝛ wynnyng of the groundes 
Which that he wan wſpendyng of his blode, 
Jll&knitte in one tohyin no ſtede they ſtode. 


Here pe mape ſe how foztune ſodaynly 

Clet eneſſe of fame can chaũge to derkeneſle, 
Giozy to tepꝛoche, woꝛchpyp to bilanp, 

And ioye paſſed to moꝛt all heupneſſe, 

D wpytnelle of fauour into bytterneſle, 

Ind ſoberneſſe into furious rage. 


And old franchiſe tothzaldome and ſeruage, 


Foz there was neyther requeſt no2 pꝛapere 
That auapled to hys delpueraunce. 
In cheynes fettred dedlye of loke and chere, 
Abode the (entence of his finall gouerna ce, 
dale of face with trimblynge countenaunce, 
han he alas gan moztal appꝛoche 
Ol Terpepa to the hydous roche. 


Of Terpepa thys roche bare the name 

Iftet a lady, as made is mencion 

Called Terpeya,whiche fell in great defame 
Becauſe ſhe was aſſented to trayſon 

To haue bzought enemies into Rome toun: 
Wherof tonuict her ſtoꝛy is wel knowe 


Under that roche he was ydolue ful lowe, 


Fto the Capitole 


Ataf. xc bi. 
Thys roche alſo was called Carmento un 
Itter a woman of great aucthozite, 

Called Carmentes which thꝛough her hie res 
The Capitole made in that cite, (nouu 
And che found letters firſt of our a be, 

Aud connyng had among her wozkes all, 
Declare afoze thyng that ch oulde befall; 


And on thys harde ſturdy roche of ſtone, 
atcus was caſt downe, 
Other fauour noꝛ trendC(yp founde he none, 
Fo all his battaples fought foz the toune: 
The cõmons hertes were turned vplodoune, 
Wyoſe loue is lyke pꝛeued at aſſay, 

A blale of fire now bꝛyght and now away, 


The common people may hote and erpe faſt 
Is thepꝛ heartes ſtedfaſt were and ſtable, 
But at a nede theyꝛ pzomyſe wyl nat laſt 
Ok they: cozages they be ſo remouable, 

To folow reaſon geryſh and vntreatable, 
Lyghtly declinynge # that is ful great ruthe 
After opinions and nothyng after truthe, 


This Manlius was of hys truſte diſceyued, 
Whoſe luſt vnletul was departed in twayne, 
Wyan he of pude woulde haue be receyued 

To hygh eſtate which he myght nat attayne, 
Wher though þ (ſenate gan at him diſdayne, 
Ind the commons aye falſe at (uchea nede, 

Lefte hym in miſchefe,# toke of hym no hede, 


¶ Lenuoye 


A this tragedy mf may beholde a le 
*\ The perilous domages of talle ambi- 
Ok the Þ be nat cõtet w their degre (cio 
But would vp climbe(lyke theyz opinion) 
To bye eſt ate, by vſurpation: | 
Which nat conſydꝛe the ſentence of ſcripture. 
Jn a good meane men longeſt may endure, 


Who that vſurpeth to higher dignite 

Than appertayneth tohys condition, 

In royall chares foz to make hys ſe, 

And hathnotytle of lyne noz of reaſon, 
Thꝛough frowarde pꝛide full oftehe is putte 
Fo lacke he ſeeth nat euery creature (donn, 
In a good meane lengeũꝭ may endure, 


Whan Dedalus taught his ſonne to flee 

He bad hym firſt of hye diſcretion, 

Fro Phebus hete kepe his wynges fre, 
And tro Neptunug colde - 
elll; s 


Meanyng hereby, foz choꝛt concluſion, 
That who that lyſt with ioy his tate aſſure, 
In a good meane he longelt Hall endure, 


Remembze the manhode and magnanimite 
Of Marcus Wanlpus, which by pzeſuption 
Wolde haue gouerned Rome the cite, 
Maugre the lenate, ruled that mighty toun, 
LObhichye tourned after to hys conkulion: 

Fo: he ſaw nat, ſuch was bys auenture, 
In a good meane men longeſt mape endute. 


Some in thepꝛ greateſt hygh pzoſperite, 
Of frowarde cozage and furious mocion, 
In theyz great weale by falſe duplicite 
Yaue a maner ſtraunge condition, 

Nat to be content with plentie noz foplon: 
Bpa falſe etyke whiche of they2 nature 

In a good meane can nat longe endure, 


But in this earth is greateſt felicite 

In heartes eaſe, rycheſt poſſeſſion 

With (uffiſaunce content foz to be, 

Of woꝛldly trouble teſchewe thoccaſiou, 
Meuyng noquarelles,cauſyng no diſcecion: 
No: clepme gothyng which hard is to recure, 
Sith in a good meane me longeſt do endure, 


P2inces remembze in your moſt mateſte 
Enup of clymbpng cauleth deuilion, 

Be of accoꝛd, truſt in no tommonte, 
Whiche at a poynt is but diſce ption: 

And ſpecially ſtee limulat ion, 

pe maye in Marchus ſea playne fygure, 
Which toz ambicion might no whyle endure, 


The.iii. Chapter, 


eHow Nectanabus kyng of Egypt, was 
by Xetxies conſtrayned tofiyehys 
kyngdome. 


Af ter the fal of Marchus Manlius 
Bochas anone gan hys ſtple dꝛeſſe 
Bꝛefelp to tell of Nectanabug, 

Kyng of Egypt and ofhys great rycheſſe, 
Sepng afo2e in all hys nobleſſe 

By vncouth cratte, how he ne myght cheſe, 
That in all halt his crowne he Gould leſe. 


Foꝛ he was connyng in eſpecial 

Ind ryght expert as made is mencion, 
In all ty? ſciences called liberall, 
And knew afoze by calculation 


The fourth boke, 


How God wolde make a trar\migracion 
Of hys byngdome, and playnly to tepoꝛzte, 
The lande ot Perce to Grekes ful ttatpozt. 


Fo2 by kyng Ter xſes out of hys countre 
Maugre hys treaſour hys connyng a myght 
This Nectanabus conſtrayned was to tipe, 
Durſt nat abyde to haue ot hym a ſyght, 
But into Grete he dꝛew hym anoneryght: 
Nat lyte a kyng, but after olde wzitynges 
Eyke a magicien he wzought wodze thinges 


Upon foztune further to pzocede, 

By hys conninghe greatly furthered wag, 
Ind by hys ſleighty wozkyng eke in dede 

He was acquaynted with quene Olimppas: 
And ſoſecre,playnely thys is the taas, 
That openip her men ſayd by dempng, 

He gate Xlyſandze the great myghtye kyng, 


But how he fled out of hys region, 

Of hys ymages no: of hys illuſions 
Bochasg maketh no maner mention, 
Noz how he wꝛought by incantacions, 
Noꝛ of hys ſubtel operations: 

Hoꝛ how that he lyke a man by nyght, 


Wyilom apeared in the quenes ſyght. 


Saue ot hys deth Bochas waiteth nought, 
Kemembzing no tyme no2 date 

How he and Aliſander, togeder haue ſaught 
The courſeof ſtarres towarde euen late, 
Noꝛ hom hys ſonne, like as was hys fate, 
Downe from a bꝛydge by full moztal wzake - 
Call hym backward.and ſo his necke bzake, 


The.wi,Chapiter, 


& Howe Pauſanias duke of Lacedemon 
was exyled by them of 
Athenes. 


I Hys was his end # after this Bochas 
Gan in halt hys ſtyle auaunce 
Of Pauſanias to tel the pitous caas, 
Ind all themaner of hys wofull chaunce: 
Whiche was a duke, had in gouernaunce 


Lacedemone there foundyng a cite, 


Which of olde tyme was called Byſaunce, 


They of Athenes that cite gate with might 
And it conquered by theyꝛ chiualrp, 
And afterwarde were it wꝛonge ozryght 


They expled the ſame Pauſanp 
| Ind 
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3nd thus foztune though her falſe enup 
Cauſed thatduke without moze delayes 


In payne & pouerte ſoꝛ to ende his dayes, 
The. b. chapter. 


# How Heliarchus the tyꝛant foꝛ extoꝛcion 
and oppꝛeſſion was ſlaine by the 
knyght Leonides. 


A ter the fall ſothly of thele twayne, 
John Bochas was moued of courage 
Foz to rehearſe with all his buſy payne, 
The great fury and the odious rage 

Of Yelyarchus, whiche by great outrage 
Though he ne were famous in chiualry, 
He noped all Perce with his tyzanny, 


LOherfoze Bochas gan at himdiſdayne, 
Caſt he woulde onely foz his ſake 

Touche of tyzantes mo than one o2 twaine, 
And by wꝛityng agayn the a warre make: 
Ind in his hande he gan a penne take, 
Tolde in oꝛder the perillous peſtilence, 
Whiche they wzought by moztall vyolence. 


Firſt he declareth how foꝛtune ok right 
Igaine tyzantes furious and wode, 

Path full cauſe foz to ſhew her myght, 

To appal their dignities in which they Node: 
Suche as reioyce foꝛ to chede blode, 

Do nought cls but labour and demiſe, 

To ſpople the temple in many lundꝛy wyle, 


Ind Helyarchus thꝛough hys cruelte 

Ind his contryued falle extozcions, 

Was moztall enemy to a fayzecitee 

Called Heraclye, aud many other towneg: 
Ind by extoꝛt falle oppzeſſions 

Is the dede concluded at a pzefe, 

All that countrey he bzought to miſchefe, 


Turnyng his grace and fanour to hatred 
Percy,and pitie,vnto crueltie, 
franchiſe of people to leruitude and dzede, 
Oppꝛelled their fredome and olde lybertie: 
Ind all their ſtatutes by which they wer fre, 
He interrupted of fozce and not ofright, 
Whiche made him odious in all mennes light, 


But to reſtrapne his great extozctons, 
fo2tune this while was not retchles, 

Fo his hoꝛrible abhominacions 

She gan to auale him, this goddeſle mercileg 


Teat᷑.xcbu. 


By a good knyght called Leonides, 
Whiche with a felow bozne of that countrye 
Call on this tyzant auenged foz to be. 


They dempt it was an almeſſe dede 

To let their lande in quiete and in caſe, 
Oka tpꝛant the furious bloude to chede, 
His impoꝛtable malyce foꝛ to appeſe, 


VPhyche to their citye did lo great diſeaſe: 


And of aſſent with their ſ\werdes kene. 
They lle w the tyzant in their moꝛtail tene. 


Of whole death many a man was fayne, 
And ſpecially of Hetaclie the cite. 
Dempt it was medefull p he was ſo flayne, 
To let in qupete all a commonte: 

Lo here, men may the right full guerdon ſe 
Ol tyꝛantes, whiche by their vyolence, 

To oppꝛeſſe the people haue no conſcience, 


The. vi. Chapiter. 


Dow the bycious Dyonis kyng of Cycyle 
llewe his bzethzen and kynrede , and 
alter exiled dyed at 
milcheke, 


Fter this tyʒant, with a full heauy chere 
Y | And countenaunce piteous # lamentable 
' Unto Bochas Dionys dyd appere, 
Whiche in tyzanny moſt was impoxtable, 
Thꝛough his lande hatefull and repꝛouable: 
But foꝛ all that he gan myne auctour pꝛap 
Ok his maners ſumwhat to wꝛite and (ay, 


Bochas lyſt not rehearſehis lynage, 


Noz make no pzoceſle of his genealogy, 
Becauſe he was with all hys great outrage 
Full of all vyces,pzyde,and lechery, 

Of auarice,otyze,and ofenup: 

In Cicyle helde his royall ſee, 

At Cyꝛacuſis a mighty ſtronge citee, 


Thys Dyonis was curſed of nature, 

Moſt malicious both of thought x dede: 
Fo as it is remembꝛed in ſcripture, 

He llewe his bzethzen,his coſyns ⁊ kynrede 
Chat he alone in peace might poſſede 
Wythout trouble oz interruption, 

Ok all Cicyle the mighty region. 


Among all vyces,Bochas dothe ſpecify, 
He gan dꝛawe vnto pdlenes, 
Folowed his luſtes of foule icchery, 


N. ii, Ind 
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And oft of cuſtome he fell indzonkennes, 
And thought it was molt (ouerain vietſednes 
Lyke as he had be maſter of foztune, 

To lolow his tuſtes and ape ther in contune, 


He wart ryght fatte and right coꝛcious, 
And his eyen gan dartze of his ſyght, 

Tyat vnneth this man molt vyccous 

Ne myght not well beholde the dayes light, 
Ind of malyce thys tyzant agapne right 
With helpe of robbers # of falle fozeyns, 
Slough of his citie nye all the cite3epng, 


His vycious lyfe in o2der to rehearce 

Were contagious to the audience, 

His extozt pilla ges done in Grece # Perce 

Fo to wꝛite 02 tell them in lentence, 

Would infect the ayze with peſtilence: 

But J wyll bztefelye remember and diſcriue, 
The lacrileges whyche he dydin hys lyue. 


In Uenus temple beſpde Cptheron, 

A great number of women he dyd call, 
Fall well beſene, and by oppꝛeſſion 

He made his meyny vnwarelp on the fall, 
Pilpopled them, lo that one and all 
Byhys outrage and frowarde vyolence, 
They naked ode ecyone in his pꝛeſence. 


Ind whan he ſawe their chape and feytures, 
He ſuche chole out as were to his pleaſaunce, 
Robbed the other and toke their veſtures, 
And let them go without ozdinaunce: 

And foz this bncouth abhominable chaunce, 
Their city Locroys atoſe w ſttonge hande, 
F 02 hys outrage baniched hym their lande. 


In other tyme alſo he dyd ſotourne 

Wythin the temple, lpke as it is tolde, 

Of Jupiter ſonne vnto Saturne, 

There beholdyng his relykes manifolde: 
Sawe among other a mantyll large of gold, 
Wherupon whan he caſt hys loke, 

That ryche ie wel vnto his vle he toke. 


And thus he ſayde him ſelfe to excuſe, 

It was to heauy and to comerous 

In lomer ſeaſon that mantyll foz to ble, 
Bicauſe it was to large and ponderous: 
Ind ouermoꝛe he aledged foz hym thug, 
Sythe the garment fozged was of golde, 
Fo02 wyunter ſeaſon how it was to colds, 


And whan he gan away thys mantel pulle 


Than ryght anone thys tyzant deceyuable, 
Gaue hyin another lingle made of wulle, 
Affirmed lothelp it was moze conuenable 
To other ſeaſon moze mete and agreable: 
Cocludyng thus foz lomer it was lyght, 
And warme foz wynter in the colde nyght. 


In other tyme this tyzant eke alſo 

Whiche was ol hart moſt auaricious, 
Entred ones the temple of Ippollo, 

And of his lonne Eſculapius, | 

And whan this tyzant fell and contrarioug, 
Beheide Appollo,beardles that was olde, 
And Elculapius with a long bearde of golde, 


Quod Dionis than, as ſemeth vnto me, 
Here is a ſtraunge froward couentence, 
That the father beardles Gould be, 

The (onne bearded ſtandyng in his pzeſence, 
Wade anone by ſturdy vyolence 

To take away the bearde which in his ſyght 
Ok molt kyne golde Gone lo clere and bzight, 


Thzough Grece a Perce where he did gone 
Ju ali the cemples this was his vlaunce, 
The ſtately relyques wyth many ryche ſtone 
And maſly tables of full great ſubſtaunte, 
To take them all that were to hys pleaſaũce: 
He ſpared none, thus liuynge lyke a thete, 
Til he by vegea:ice was bꝛought to miſcheke. 


Ciracuſanes where he was trowoned kyng 
All of aſlent, there is no moze to ſapne, 

Foz his outragious and vycious liuyng 
They baniſhed hym,neuer to come agayne; 
And ſo this tyzant vacant went in vaine 
About the woꝛlde, lpke a falſe fugytyfe, 
Jud lo at miſchefe this Dionys loſt his lyfe, 


C.Lenuop, 


Bis tragedy geueth a warnyng 


To all tho that haue domination, 
Ouer the people,pzince,duke oz kyng, 
To eſchue raupn and falſe extozcion: 

Let them conliderhow by the occaſion —. 
Dt foule pillage, and frowarde tyzanny, 
This ſapd Dionys at milchefs muſt dye, 


Firſt he compaſſed, falſely ymaginyng 
Todſlea the citizyns of his royall towne, 

His bzethzen,his colens, his kyn not ſparing 
Bꝛougyt all his bloude to deſtruction; 

In llaughter he had luche dilectation, * 
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Keiopſyng euer in murder and robberye, 
Wyiche cauſed him at miſchefe foz to dye. 


To (poyle temples was his retoyſyng 

Toke all their trea(ures to his poſſeſſion, 
Tables of golde w ſtones freche chinyng, 
Eke fro other gods the relikes he toke doun, 
Where euer he rode in any region: 

Whole ſacrilege and compaſſed felony, 
Cauled him vnwarely at miſchefe to dye, 


Ly Uenus temple,by recoꝛde of wzytpng, 
e did a foule frowarde abuſion, 

Ill gentilwomen that came there to offryng 
Them he dilpopled as made is mencion, 

Let them be naked without exception, 

Foz whiche diffame and great vngentry 

He baniſhed was, and did at miſchefe dye. 


Noble p2inces remember on this thing, 
Compaſled malyce and falle colluſton 

Muſt haue euyl endyng, a come to rekenyng 
Fraude aye w fraude receiueth his guerdon; 
Haue this in minde concludyng in reaſon 
That all tyzantes playnly to ſpecify 

Yath choꝛt lyfe ozdothe at miſchefe dye. 


(The.vii.Chapter, 
C.The auctoure agapne pzeſumptuous peo⸗ 


ple and pzynces holdyng them ſelues 
as Goddes, 


aduyce, 

To le Tyzantes that be incozrigible, 
Lift from their ſees, that the helde ſo wile, 
Thoughe their power was very inuincible, 
pet tofoze god nothyng is impoſſible, 
Wherfoze remember # do nothyng maruaple 
With vnware falles tho foztune the aſſaple. 


Foz whan tyzantes be (et in hye ſtages 
Ok dignities,raygnyng lyke wode lyons, 
Full harde it is to wꝛaſt their courages, 
Other to tempt their diſpolicions: 
Woꝛldly felicitie ſo blyndeth their reaſons, 
As they to god were egall ot power, 


And had foztune vnder their daunger. 
i Ol kalle entent tomocke him at thelaſt, 


Recozde of Dionys that oft was afrayed 
By aſſaut of foztune,lyke as was his fate: 
Foz vycious liuyng thꝛe tymes dilmayde, 
Is hys ſtoꝛv remanbzeth of olde date, 


Leaf.xcvilti. 


Next on the ryng now cometh Pollicrate, 
With one Uiturbius tyzantes of Jtayle, 
Raignyng like wolues to oppꝛeſſe p pozaple. 


Foꝛ whan tyzantes in diuers regions 

Of ſurquedy catche an opinion, 

That their eſtates and dominacions 
Shoulde euer endure by longe lucceſſion, 
As god noꝛ foꝛtune myght put them downet 
But as they were in her eſtate royall, 
Thys woꝛlde to rule to bothe two egall. 


Toward god they haue loſt ame and dzede 

Touchyng his guerdss, other of top 0z payn: 
ndifferent atwene trouth oz faiſhede, 
heir luſt iſerued nofozce who laugh oz plain 

God is fozgotten,and they diſdayne 

As bothe were recleymed to their lure, 

Falſely tranſcendyng the boſides of meaſure, 


Foz whiche ſumtymecas bokes ſpecify) 

God lyſt ſuffer as made is mencion, 

That foztuneby a maner mockery 
Fauoureth ſome folke,like their opinion 
Toenhaunce their power by falſe deception, 
As che were let playnely foz to ley, 

To ſerue their luſt, and durſt not dilobep. 


C The. viii. Chapter. 


CHowe kynge Pollicrate foz ertozcion and 
tyzanny was hanged tyll cue: 

rye ioynte fyll 
| other, 


from 


Eco2de J take on p2oude Pollycrate, 
Tyzaunt of Samos belide the ſea Egee 
Whiche ſoꝛe laboured early and eke late, 
Agapne conſciente, of furious crueltee, 
Co abound in ryches, and foz to haue pleutie 
Ok woꝛldly trealures:demyng b foztune ape, 
To his deſyzes ne durſt not lay nay. 


fortune to hym by many a diuers ligne, 


' Shewed outward great tokens of pleaſatiices 
Das to him eke fauourable and beuygne 


In all her pot, by a maner attendaunte, 
As the had ben vnder his obeyſaunce 
Co ſtuffe his coffers th treaſure locked fall, 


All worldly riches hys luſtes dyd obey, 


And whan he founde che was lo fauoura ble 


oz a lealon as che lyſt to 


This blinde goddes vnlure and vnſtable 
Set him ſo hye vp at Fames table, 

Ol falle entent in his eſtate royall, 

W han he late higheſt, che made him to fall, 


Foꝛ in him ſelfe of pꝛide he gan to deme 
How that he ſtode moſt in pzolperitie, 

Ol them that weared crowne oz diademe, 
Aboue all other in molt kelicitie: 

And thus enhauncedin his royall ſee, 
Thought him egall w goddes in comune, 
Farre trom all daunger of fate oz foztune, 


And foz to attempt of goddes the powere, 
And of foztune the variant doublenes, 

He toke aryng of golde full bzyght and clere, 
Thertn a rubye of excellent reedneſſe, 
Sehyng an occaſion of newe heauines: 
Whiche neuer afoze had know of luche thing, 
Into the lea anone he caſt his ryng 


Dilpayꝛed agapn it foz to recute, 

Fo: he dempt it was an impollible, 

But right anone kychers ok aduenture, 
Litze a maruaple very incredible, 
Among the wawes hydous and hozrible 
Caſt in their nettes, if it would auaple, 
Tabkyug a ty che the ryng in his entrayle, 


Whiche was p2eſented at a ſolemnitie 

To Polliccate with great reverence, 

Whan he ſate crowned in his moſt dignitie 
Atateaſt of famous excellence: 

The fyche vndone, anone in hys pzeſence 
Amidde the entrails his keruer found p ryng 
Ok aduenture, and toke it to the kyng. 


Whyche dempt of pꝛyde a hygh pꝛeſumption, 
That Neptunus god of the (alt ſee 

32 of his ryng made reſtitution, 

And durſt not offende his maieſtee: 
Wherupon a fantaly caught he 

Nether heufly gods, noꝛ foztuneblid of light 
Were both vnhardy, to attẽpt apen his might 


His great outrage to god was not buknow, 
Ind his pzeſumptton foztune hath wel ſpyed: 
Foz which che made aduerſitie be her bowe 
And of her whele the ſpokes Ge hath ſo gyed, 
Wyeron he late moſt richely maguified, 
That he vnwarely from his hye nobles, 


Was bzought full lowe into great heauines. 


Jn wozldly tope is nothyng moze to dzede 


The kourth boke. 


Than whan foꝛtune is moſt blandichyng, 
And ß her flattery is fret with woꝛldiy mede, 
Yygh on her whele to make foles ſyng, 
Than of her nature ſoꝛow che dothe bzyng: 
Wytnes of pzynces of olde 02 new date, 

Ind recozde alſo of pꝛoude Pollicrate, 


Sometyme he late hye on foztunes whele 
Ok pꝛolperitie with beames clere ſhynyng: 
Whole temple is made of glaſſe # not of tele, 
His caſtel tſe, vnwarely diſſoluyng: - 
Though it be freche outwarde in hewyng 
Unſure to ſtande on, and bzyttel foꝛ to abyde, 
Wyo truſteth moſt moſt lykely is to ſlyde. 


The geryſche quene of chere a face double, 
Wythdzewe her fauour and began to bary 
Fro Pollicrates,# ſet hym in great trouble, 
Wert agapne hym maliciouſip contrarye, 
Caulyng Oꝛontes cunſtable w kyng Dary, 
Maugry this tyzant,in hys moſt crueltie, 
To gyn a warreon Samos the citpe. 


And whan his glozy was moſt clere of lyght, 
And hys nobles Gone hygheſt at the full, 
Foztune gan thzough her changeable myght, 
Ok his p2oſperitie the fethers toz to pull: 
And than at erſt his courage gan to dull, 
And all his pꝛyde vnwarelp foztoappall, 
Whan he was (poyled of his ryches all. 


Firſt whan Ozontes his conntrey gan aſſaile 
This Pollicrate of ſodaine auenture 


Outraped was, and taken in battaple 

By a tull perillous moꝛtall diſconfiture: 
Thus foꝛtune coulde bzynge him to her lure 
Though her vnware vgly falſe diſdaynes, 
Led into pꝛyſon a boũde in ſtronge chaynes, 


CTye people dwellyng within his region 


Reioyled in hart to le him ſuffer payne, 

His tyzanny his falle extozcion 

Cauſed that they did at him diſdayne, 

Foz of his death no man lyſt complayne; 
Men thzough the woꝛld haue great pleſacice, 
To ſe a tyzant bzought vnto milchaunce, 


Foure thinges his tozmentes did augment, 
Sodaynedepartyng from his riches, 

And that he (awe eche man in his entent 

Ok his miſchefehaue ſo great gladnes, | 
Hanged he was, mine auctour dothe witnes, 


And ponge ſo long in tepeſt, rapne, a thunder, 
Till euerp iopnt from other went a ſunder. 


To 


+ (Co beaſtes wilde and foules rauenous 
Naked he henge, ſuche was his auenture 
To all folkes he was (o odyoug, 

Had in deſpite of euery creature, 

At his departyng denyed ſepulture, 
Guerdon foz tyzantes,begeable t retcheles, 
That can not ſuffer the people to liue in pees. 


Thus many tyzantes ercede far their boſides 
By falſe outrage,and well reſembled be 

Co cruel wolues oz to furious houndes, 
Frette with an etyke ofgredy eruelte, 

To ſtaunche their honger auepleth no plente: 
Whiche foz their ſurfets froward to rede, 

w Policrates in hell Gall haue their mede, 


Che. ix. Chapter, 


crhowe the tyzaunt Alexander ſloughe his 
Philoſopher Caliſtenes wyth o⸗ 
ther, foz ſaipnge | 
trouth, 


"2 MWonge all ſtozies to tell the pyteous 
Yo caas, | 

v CT Of wokull playntyfes that put theim 
lelues in pꝛees, 

With wepyng eyen, myne auctour Bochas 
Vas moued in hart not to be retchles 

To wꝛite the fall of Calyſtenes, 

Whiche, alas, as it is remembzed, 

Was fo his trouth on pieces all diſmebzed, 


Foz whan Bochas his ſtozy gan aduert, 

Ye dempt anone in his fantaſy 

No man had ſo harde a ſtoned hart, 

That might of ryght his eyen kepe d2ye 

To le the pꝛoceſſe of hys tozmentry: 

pet gan myne auctour his wofull pen pꝛefer, 
To wzite the wzong done to this philolopher. 


This Calyſtenes in youth right well thewed 
His grene age pꝛomoted to doctrine, . 

By influence of heauenly fate endued 
Greatly to pꝛofite in mozall dilcipiyne: 
Diſpoſed of nature by grace which is deupne, 
To conquere,as bokes do ſpecify, 

The noble ſurname of philoſophy, 


Ok his merites famous and notable, 
Philoſophy did her buſy payne 
Togeue him ſucke, becauſethat he was able 
The ſote mylke of her bꝛeaſtes twapne 
molt pꝛecious licour who might therto attain 
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Foz baume is none, the bertue well detlared, 
Ok wozldlp riches may be therto compared. 


(This pzecious pyment is geue to no foles, 

Aboue all lycours it dothe lo farre exceil, 

Whole oziginall ſpꝛange in the holy ſcholes 

Ok Athenes, as famous bokes tell: 

£02 of philolophy there ſpzange firſt the well 
here Calyſtenes(therperience is couthe) 

With fullum plenty was foſtred in his youth; 


Though he was bozne ofa good lynage 
Vert ue made him moꝛe high foz to aſſende, 
To be enhaunced foz nobles of courage 
Moꝛe than foz bloude, who can tompꝛehend: 
Foz philoſophers #clarkes moze commende 
The mozall vertues entreſured by waitings, 
(Then all the treaſures of wozldly kynges, 


Ok gentle ſtockes recken ont the iſſues, 
That be diſcended downe from a royall lyne, 
If they be vytious & boyde of all vertues, 
And haue no tarage of vertuous diſciplyne, 
With tempoꝛall treaſure though they chyne, 
As fo2 a tyme ſittyng on hye ſtages, 
Without vertue they are but dead ymages, 


Foz though pꝛyntes haue cõquered by battail 
(This woꝛld in roundnes by their chyualry, 
What may their triũphes oz nobles auayle 
Without that vertue by ryght their titles aye 
To be compared vnto phyloſophy e: 

Fo2 philoſophers apply all their ententes, 
To knowe heauen and cours ofelementes; 


They ſet no ſt oꝛe of thinges tranlitozp, 

Aoꝛ of foztunes expert doublenes, 

Toheauenly thynges is ſet all their memozy 

— — — oy _ — — eſſe 
euing the ſtars ſparking in their bzighnes 

With reuolutions ofthe ſpheres nyne, 

Mother of muſyke,ag auctours determpne, 


Ind in the noble twaye famous houſes 
Flouryng in Grete, rycheſt of euerychone 
Called by olde date the fayze true ſpouſes 
Ol philoſophers many mo then one, 

In Achademie and Ithenes one 

The bꝛyght lanterns of moſt reuerences, 
This woꝛld tenlumine by lpberall ſcpences. 


Ind among other this Calpſtenes 
Was in his youth put foz to lcholey 
In the two ſcholes of pzudent 2 1 
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And of Plato whiche that bare the key 
Ot lecre miſteries, and of diuine Ide: 
In whiche two lcholes of great abilitee, 
Was none p2ofited halte ſo muche as he. 


Theſe old clarkes theſe olde philoſophers, 
Were in tho dapes foꝛ doctrine ſouerayne 
Called in this wozld þ riche pꝛecious coffers 
And trealutes, that kept the cheſtes twayne, 
Impd their bꝛeſtes wherin god did ozdarne 
Yolt clere poſſeſſion put in their depole, 

Of all ſciences vader a key cloſe, 


This Caliſtenes ſcholer and auditour 

Of Ariſtoteles, by cunning tonqueryng 
The noble gemme and moſt pꝛecious oure 
Ot philolophy, all floures lurmountyng, 
YLOherthzougy he was cholen in his liuyng, 
As his maſter lyſt foz him pꝛouibe, 

On Alexander to awapte and abide, 


Foz Ilexander of kynges moſt entere, 
Ind moſt woꝛthy to ſpeake of hye pꝛowes, 
Did ariſtoteles humble requere 

To p:0Uu1de aud do his bulines 

Byv expect knowyng and auiſenes, 

To lende him one whiche of philoſophy, 


Might by good colilaile his coquelt magnify, 


To waite alſo his trytiphes digne of glozp, 
And to remember his actes marciall, 

Put his palmes of knighthode in memozy, 
And to direct in eſpeciall 

Dis royall nobles in bertue mozall, 

That no erroute be ſene here noz there, 


Juhym that Gould all the wozlde conquere. 


But it fell ſo of knightly aducnture, 
han of toztuggs high pꝛomocion 
That he by armes pzoudly gan recure, 
Of Perce a Mede the mighty region, 
B20ught kyng Dary bnto ſubiection, 


Gate hole his treſure Þ no man might expꝛes 


To accompt the aber ok his great riches, 
Whiche vnſure trelure © ſlydyng abundaſice, 


With waſting chadowes of goods traſitozpe, 


In (urquedous pꝛide gan ſo his hart auaũce, 
By falſe ambicion # outragious vaynglozy, 
That made him lele mynde and eke memozy, 
To knowe of nature he was man moztall, 
But lyke to goddes that were celeſtiall, 


Aboue the palme ok olde conquerourg, 


Knightly triumphes a conqueſtes martial 
He vlurped by title of his labours, 

Co heauenly goddes foz to be egall, 
And thꝛough his merites moſt unperiall 
He gan pꝛelume, by lyne he was alped, 
With the leuen goddes fox to be drified, 


Though all his palaice and his ropall hall, 


A la we he let, vpon payne of iyfe 

That men ol cuſtome Goulde him call 
This wozids monarke, uot moztal noz paſſife 
Sonne to Jupiter foz a pzerogatyfe,. 
Which had thearth as god moſt of puilſgunce, 
Conquered by werde vuto his obeiſaunce. 


By full auyſe purpoſed foz the tones 

Of pompous outrage a lurquedous entent, 
Full great treaſure cf gold ⁊ pꝛecious ones, 
Unto the temple of Jupiter he lent, | 
That the biſhops and pꝛieſtes thoulde aſſent, 
Hym to recepue at his home commyng, 
Lyke as a god and no moꝛtall thyng. 


Thus by extoꝛt dꝛede a blurped myght 
Was fyꝛſt bꝛought in falle ydolatry; 
Cauſyng pzynces to receyue agayne ryghe 
Godly reuerence of froward mawmetry. 
But whan Caliſtenes this errour did eſpy 
In Alexander, he bulilp did entende, 

This falle opinion to cozrect and amende, 


Put fyue cauſes notable to rehearce 

This Calyſtenes in eſpeciall: 

Though he was king of Egipt Mede aperg 
He pꝛeued of reaſon he was a man moztall, 
His byꝛthe eke earthy and not celeſtiall, 
Father and mother, as of thep2 natures 
Bozne foz to dye like other creatures. 


His father Philyp of Wacedony kyng, 

His mother called Olympyades 

Woꝛldly folke,and heauenly nothyng: 

With zynges, quenes, bpſet by hye encrees, 
Pet agapne death thep coulde haue no relees, 
Lawes of nature maugre their wyll to obey, 
Not lyke goddes but onely bozne to dey, 


R ynde made them ſubiect to ſundzy paſſions, 
And many vncouthe diuers infirmities, 
Now glad, now heaup of condicions, 
Folowyng the fozme of their humanities; 
But of their falſe vſurped deities 

I can not (ay ſaue dꝛede and flattery, 
Wzongly in earth dyd them de itp. 2 


„ 
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Cke Alexander folowyng euer his laſt, 

Fo: all his loʒdchyp and his greatmpyght 

he lullred paſſions of honger and of thurſt: 
Now hole, now ſicke, now heauy,now lyght 
Whole enterchaũgyng in euery mans ſygt 
Clearely cheweth, as clarkes rehearce can 
He was no god but lite a moztall man, 


It fyll ones myne auctoz dothe compyle 
Ina great heateclonge oz he was olde) 
He bathed him ſelfe inthe floude of Nyle, 
Where of foztune he ſodaynely toke colde, 
His po2es opened on partes mamtolde: 
Lay long after, his ſtozy beareth witnes, 
Oz he was cured of that great lickenes. 


But at the laſt by craft of medicine 
Deliuered he was of that infirmitie, 
Nothing amended by his power dluine 
By might of Juno noꝛ Jupiters poſtye, 
Noz by his owne vlurped deitie: 

Foz by the pallions whiche he did endure, 
Jt Hewed he was a deadly creature, 


Of him allo it is made mencion, 

He hada cuſtome to fall in dꝛonkennes, 
Through vynolence loſt oft his reaſon, 
Than of yze and furious haſtines 

He woulde ſmyte and hurt in his wodenes: 
Whyche tokens were, playnly totermyne, 
In his perlon not heuenly noz deuyne, 


Whan the philoſopher called Calyſtenes 

Gan kyzſt conlider all theſe condicions 

In Jlexander,he pat him ſelfe in pꝛeeg 
Uoyde of diſſimulyng and dplacions, 

#02 to refo2me luche kalſe ambicions 

Ol godly honoꝛ, which men did on thẽ fayne, 
And from all vyces his courage to reſtrayne. 


In this purpoſe as any center ſtable, 
he caſt him fully of true entencion 

To coꝛrect all that was repꝛouable 
Uſed in his perſon oz in his region, 
Trouth gaue him hart lpke a champion, 
To tell the kyng in his eſtate ropall, 

He was no god but a man moztall, 


Foꝛ whiche the kyng of indignacion 
Caught a quarell agayne Calyſtenes, 
Put vpon hym bniuMtly falſe treaſon, 
Onely to ſlea his maſter cauſeles: 

Ind fox to attaynt him afoze all the pꝛees 
Dayd how he had of hys iniquitie, 


of John Bochas 
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Conſpyzed agayne his royall maieſtpe. 


And fayned alſo the ſelfe ſame tyme,- - --- 
How he had made a conſpy:ation 
Agapnehis loꝛde, by an hozrible cryme, 
Interrupting the religion 

Ok his deupne inſtitution: 

That in ſuch caſe there was no better read, 
But Caliſtenes by lawe muſt be dead. 


And to pꝛolonge of his death the payne 
Upon a boꝛde he was layed a longe, 

Dys fete (mytte of and hys handes twapne, 
His eyenrent out, wer not his paines ſtrogt 
Thus can ty2zites whan they lyſt dd w2ong 
Slea philoſophers wythout any ruthe, 
Whyche ſpared not foꝛ to ſay them truthe. 


Thys cruel vengeaũte myght not ſuffiſe; 
But Alexander moze to encreaſe his wo, 
Dyd cut his lyppes in full cruell wile, 
His noſe thyzles,hys cares eke alſo, 

And w the body he bade men Gould go 


_ Tofozehys hoſte, as it is remembzed, 


To che we the tronke how it was dilmfb:ed; 


In a taue depe and wonders lowe, 
Solitary darked all the boundeg, 

After the paynes he made hym to be thꝛowe 
The place ſtuffed w wode barking houndes, 
Ok kalle entent to rende his bloudy woundes, 
Tyll Liſpmachus of great compaſſion 
To ſhoꝛt his tozment gaue hym poylon, 


Who red euer oftozmentes more terrible: 
O Alexander thou oughteſt be achamed 

To ſlea thy clarke wyth paynes ſo hozrible, 
Foz thy vyces becaule he hath the blamed, 
Thy royall name therby is defamed: 

But euer tyzantes whan the lyſt be woode, 
Ok mnocentes reioyce to ſhede the bloude, 


Igaynlt his knyght gentle Liſymachug 
Becauſe he had of hym compaſſion, 
Kkyng Alexander was melancolioug 
Wpthout caule, title, oz affection: 

Let hut hym vp wyth a fierce Lyon, 
Uoyde of all helpe foz to be luccoured, 
Ofentencion he ould be deuoured. 


But Liſymachus quyt him lyke a knyght 
Agaynſt thys Lyon in the ſame place, 
Ran fiercely on him, a of hys martiall myght 
Out of hys head hys __ hedydout _ 
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K econciled to the kynges grace, 
Betaule that he ſo knyghtly hath him bozne, 
Better cheriſhed than euer ye was tokozne, 


Another knyght that called was Clytus. 
Famous in armes foz his chiualry, 

One the greateſt of the kynges youle, 

And moſt commended of pꝛudent policy: 
Moſt familier as bokes ſpecify 

About the kyng, as it was ofte pzeued, 

To tempꝛe his courage when he was greued 


The kyng and he walkyng hande in hande 
Within the palaice, beyng in pzelence 
Zzinces and dukes of many diuers lande, 
dere they began by notable eloquence 
Kemcber of armes the famous excellence 
Ok conquerous, and other knyghtes olde 
And euery man about his tale tolde. 


Among whiche Clytus the gentle knyght 
Gan to comende and greatly magnify 
Philypof Macedon, as him ought of right: 
Bothe of his wildome a of His chiualry, 
Tyll Alexander had therat enuy, 

Gan dildayne of furious cruelte, 

That any Gould becomended moze than he, 


Caught occaſion of y2e and falſe hatrede 
Agayae his knyght, Þ was to him moſt true, 
With a harpe ſwerd vnwarely made hi blede 
His hart bloude hote and redde of hue 

By his lides raplyng downe of newe, 
Therby to pꝛeue this ſtoꝛp tell can, 

He was no god noz realonable man. 


Thus in pꝛynces furious and cruell, 

Men map clerely an euidence ſe 

How that lozdyp is not perpetuell, 

But full of chaunge and mutabilite: 
Okchere now frendip, now ſodayn enmite, 
Reco2don Clytus moſt in the kynges grace, 
Unwarely ſlapne, and did no treſpace, 


Was he wozthy to be deified 

This Alylander, moſt double of his cozage 
Oz was he wozthy to be ſtellified 

This furious pzince, foꝛ his fell outrage 
That ſlewe his frendes in his moztall rage: 
Thus fare tyzantes whan they lyſt be wode, 
Toleke occaſion foz to ſhede blode. 


Calyſtenes flapne foz mozall diſciplyne 
Ind Liſymachug foz his compaſſion; * 


Cke this tyꝛant of falſe gredy rauyne 
Slewe gentle Clytus agayne all ceaſon, 
Is ye haue hear de foz commendacion 
Ot king Philyp,the ozy well toncepued, 
Wyo trulteth tyzites chal lonelt be deceyued. 


¶ Lenuop. 


T His tragedy of Caliſtenes, 

Declareth vs by notable remembzacice 
He was with Plato and olde Socrates 
In his youth put vnder gouernaunce, 
D2anke of the milke of plenteous abocidatice, 
Of their two ſcholes, euer deuoyde offlouth, 
Laſt by Alexander diſmebzed foz his trouth 


Firſt he was lent by Ariſtoteles, 
Foz to awapte by pꝛudente purueyaunce 
On Alexander,leſt he were retcheles 

By pꝛeſumption in his royall puiſſaunce, 
To take vpon him by goodly attendaunce: 
Whiche he wſtode alas it was great ruthe, 
To be ſo ſlapne becaule he (ayd the truth, 


Who w ty:antes liſt put him ſelfe in pꝛeeg 

To haue their fauour and acquayntaunce, 
He mult flatter and fage doubtles, 

Be double ofhart with fayned countenaunce, 
With chere contryued done his obſeruaunce, 
Foz faythſull meanyng ſlapne, a b was ruth, 
Was Calyſtenes bicaule he layd truth, 


Noble pꝛinces your ſubiectes ke pe in peeg, 
Be not to hally foꝛ to do vengeaunce, 

Foꝛ toty2antes that be merciles 

God ſent ſhoꝛt life, a ſodapne miſchaunte: 
Who layeth trouth haue nodiſpleaſaunce, 
Pꝛynt in your hart how it was great ruth, 
That Calyſtenes was ſlayne fot his truth, 


CF The. x. chapter, 
how Alexander kynge of Ppꝛothe auen⸗ 
turyng to paſſe the floude of Xcherot, there at 
his backe by his moſte truſtpe 
was 9 woun⸗ 
ev, | 


'{Fter the complaynt of Calyſtenes 
lara tyꝛantlip, and did no treſpas, 
Came Alexander kyng of Pyꝛothes 
His woundes bleadyng vnto John Bochas: 
To him declared how he dꝛowned was 
In Acheronte, a riuer of great fame, 
Belpde a towne Pandoſia was the — 


„ Aer eee 


Andlas it is remembzed)and ytolde 
Ok this notable mighty ſtronge cite, 

t was in Grete buylte of dapes olde, 
7nd after Pyꝛtus called Py2othe: 
Where as the kyng helde his royall le, 
Ind as bokes alſo determyne, 

This Alexander came ofthe ſame lyne, 


Of whoſe kynred is made playne mencion, 
Sonne to Achilles was kyng Pyzrus, 
Ind next in oꝛder by ſucceſſion 

Father to Jlexander was Neoptolomus, 
Whiche had alſo mine auctour telleth thus, 
x full fayze daughter, the ſtozy ye may (ene, 
Olympiades, of Macedonp quene, 


Ind che was wedded to Philip of Macedo, 
zchilom mother this quene of moſt renoun 
To Alexander, the ſtoꝛy telleth lo, 
Whiche all the wozlde bzought in lubiection: 
Whoſe father Philyp ofgreat affection 

Let crowne the bzother of Olympiades, 
Called Alexander to raygne in Pyzothes, 


To whom Philpp foꝛ his great beautie, 
Becauſe he was lo fayze acreature 

Had (uche affection and ſpectaltie 

As it is remembꝛed in ſcripture, 

Of faiſe foule luſte againſt nature 

Is (ayth Bochas, J can him not excuſe, 
Unlefully he did his beauty vle, 


And by meane of that hozrible dede, 
Whiche to rehearce is to foule a thing, 
This (aid Philypcin Bochas thus J rede) 
In Epirothes he made him to be kyng: 
Ind of extoꝛcion by recozde of waityng, 
Cauleles from thence he didenchace, 
The kyng Arabba tho raignyng in Þ place, 


And it fell after the ſtozy telleth lo 

Ol this Alexander by lerious rehearſayle, 
Upon the death of Philyp of Macedo 
With a great hoſt came into Itaple, 
Suppoſyng greatly foz to auaple, 

To occupy after his pzoude entent 

Wholly the boundes ok all the occident, 


Ind though ſo be p foztune be chaungeable, 
Double allo by courſe of her nature, 

At his ginnyng he founde her fauourable: 
Made him twile pzoudly to recure 

Gapne them of Luke, to their diſconfiture 


To haue the felde, # maugre al their might, 


Y 
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Of very loꝛte to put them vnto liyght. 


Agaynſt Jtaile when he gan this warre 
Fully in purpole the Romayns to aſſayle, 
Ok hye pꝛelumption pꝛocede he gan ſo farre 
With many a pzince that was in his ba ttaple, 
To knowe afoze by certaine dininaile 
Ok his conqueſt, the boundes foz to caſt, 
And of his like how longe it Could laſt; 


Ind in the temple of Jupiter the grete 

By dininours that expert were and olde, 
Deruyng this god win the lande of Crete, 
(This was the anſwere which thei to him told 
And it affirmed by tokens manifolde: 
How he ne ſhould elchue thedzedefull date, 
Ouer the day aſſigned to his laſt fate, 


Ind they alſo aſſigned a place 

Therby to haue knowlegyng moze clere, 
Under a citie longe and large of (pace 
Called Mandola. and foz to gomoze nere; 
By àcheront a famous great riuere, 
Tolde him playniy # could no farder ſep 
But of neceſſitie there he muſt nedes dey; 


And though it were an earneſt and no fape 
Ot god oꝛdeyned not to be ſet alpde, 

He thought of wildome his deſteny to elcape 
And other wiſe fox him ſelfe pꝛouide: 

Caſt in Grete no lenger to abyde, 

Wenyng this riuer noꝛ that faire citye 
Daue in Grete chould no where els haue be. 


And foz to ſet him ſelfe in aſſuraunce 

Ok entent to eſchue his deſtinie, 

Into thze battayles departyng his puiſſaũte, 
Came to Jtayle tokoze Luke the citie, 

They with helpe of Samoys the countrpe, 
With a great power came out anone ryght 
Slew all his knyghtes @ put hym to fiyght, 


At the backe they purſued hym lo nere 

That hys enempes were almoſt on hym fall, 
Unto a bzydge bzoke wyth the ryuere, 

Ind ouerturned with hys plankes all: 

Ind Icheronte men dyd that ryuer call, 

As was tolde him by a certayn knyght, 
Whyche rode befoze him the rpuer in his light 


Foz by a rapue that fyll the lame nyght 
(The ryuer wart to a dꝛedefull floude, 
And not farre thens in the kynges ſyght 
Upon the water a little towne there ſtode, 
. i. Whiche 
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Whiche made the kyng to chaunge his bloud, 
And ſpecially his pzyde gan attame, 
Whan he wyſt Panoolia was the name, 


Ind than he gan moſt dzedfullyremembze, 
Callyng to mynde the paeſtes diuinaple, 
Whiche made him quake in euery membze 
Foz very feare, and his bzeathe to faple: 

No man coulde him wiche noz counlaple, 

On euery party he ſlode lo on the wzacke, 
The floude tofozehi his enemies at his backe 


To take the riuer he ſtode in moꝛtall dzede, 

And it that he his enemies did abyde 

He wyſt well that he was but deade, 

Pallage was none foz to turne aſyde: 

Thus diſſolate he ſtode wichouten gyde, 
Thought it better to ieoparde the ryuere, 
Than w his enemies Þ folowed him lo nere. 


Theſe moztal dzedes his hart gan coſtrayne 
Dꝛede of the floude foꝛ to haue paſſage, 
Behiade his enemies b gan at him dildaine, 
Leſt he were flayne in that moꝛtall rage, 
His fate appꝛochyng he but pong ok age, 
The toun Pandoſ a the tokens did cxpzelle, 
With Acheronte that bare therof witneſſe. 


And whan that he pat in auenture 

To paſle the floude, oꝛ els to be deade, 

One whom he molt truſted of any creature 
Toke a \pere (quare and charpe the heade, 
Jud at his backe hequakyng in his d2ede 
Trayterouſly thzough plate and maple, 
Perced his hart, the bloud abzode gan raple. 


Ind as it is alſo of him remembꝛed, 

The Lucanoyes by vengeable vyolence 
Theyhaue his carayne on pieces dilmebzed, 
Tyll an olde lady beyng in pꝛeſence, 
Required them of humble pacience 

That che of grace gader myght anone, 
His membz2es all, and ioyne them into one. 


Ind after to ſende them vnto his liſter dere, 
Olympyades,the ſtatelp great quene, 

That of affection and loue moſt entere 
Whan it befell that he did them ſene, 
Should of nature as it muſtenedes bene 
Wepe and pꝛouyde in his eſtate ropall, 

To bur the body with feaſt funerall, 


Se here example ofthis pꝛoude kyng, 
Whiche would haue ſcaped his fatal deſteny, 


Chaunge ofplaces auaplev yym nothpng, 
Periodie of pzynces may not chaunged ve, 


The terme let fro whyche they may not fle; 


Foz whan heupn of death hath let the date, 
No moztall man may eſchue hys fate, 


The.xi.Chapter, 


Show Daty king of Perce and Mede wag 
outrayed by Alexander kyng 
of Macedon, 


N Ylerander called Epirothes 
eld as now nolenger foz to tary, 
Slapn at miſchefe foz he was retchleg 
Double of coꝛage foz he could chaũge a vary, 
Foꝛ turne J will my pen to kyng Dary 
Whiche that whilom who ſo lyſt take hede, 
Moſt mightely raigned in Perce and Mede. 


And among other notable warriours 
Likeas J deme by heauenly influence, 
Onelp by title of his pꝛedeceſſours, 
Ind thzough his pꝛudent excellence, 
To great encreaſe of his magnikicence, 
He had all Alie, as made is mencion, 
Under his lozdſhip and dominac ion. 


And as myne aucto2 Bochas doth defpne, 
He was diſcended from the impertall bloude, 
Of Attaxerſes, and bozne eke of that lyne: 
Come all pzynces of treaſure and of goode, 
n Perce # Mede his great emppꝛe ſtoode, 
An hadzed pꝛouynces tencreaſe of puiſſaunce, 
And leuen © thirty he had in gouernaunce. 


Ouer all Fſie to warde the ozient 

His loꝛdchyp laſt, bokes make mynde, 
Ind he had eke toward the occident 

Duer Egypt power (as J fynde) 

The redde lea was not left behynde, 
Dempng hym lelfe of all earthly treaſour, 
Vas none but he lozde and gouernoure, 


Toward Septetrion bnder p midday ſpere, 
His power raught and hys regaly, 

Ouer Inde, in cronicles ye maylere, 

And to the boundes of great Irmenye, 
Loꝛde of the kingdome ß called is Parthy: 
Wozldly folke dempt hym w god egall, 
Maſter to foztune,z the not but hys thzall, 


But in his hygheſt exaltacion 
Ot woꝛldly glozy,he could not pzenayle 105 


of John Bochas 


Fo all his riches and baine ambicion, 

But foztune durſt him wel aſlayle: 

In his moſt royal ricye appacayle, 

Caſt in her chaüges to giue hi a harpe choure 
By Alexander of Grete enyeritour, 


Unto purpoſe J will my penne d:eſle, 

Fo2 to declare and make mencion 

Pow pꝛoude Dary in his molt nobles, 
Was by Foztune from his ſeate caſt doun: 
Foz anone after the coꝛonacion 

Of Alexander, in Macedone kyng, 

_ This was the pzocelle of his wozkyng. 


He not delayed noz made no long date, 

In purpole fully of yze to pꝛocede, 

Of Perce a Mede the (cepters to tranſlate, 
All their riches toconquere and pollede, 
Perpetually foz to abide in dede, 

Under grekes mighty obeylaunce, 

Jn Macedone, to haue the gouernaunce, 


Fnd{as mine auctour) well reherce can, 

He let in Grece the mighty ſtronge citpe 

Of Cozinthe, the metropolitan 

There to eſtabliche his impertall lee: 

In regalibus whan he liſt crowned be, 

As man who god liſte of his might to marke, 
The woꝛld tocoquere, # be therof monarke, 


It the ginnyng of his conqueſt famous, 
Thzough out Grece in euery region, 

Firſt ye choſe out of his fathers houle 
knightes Þ were moſt ſouerapne of renovwne, 
Notable in armes, and ofcondicion 

Faithfull & true, which had of high pzudence 
Fozelight in armes,of marciall pꝛouidence. 


To them he did full notably aſſygne 

As men expert in knightip apparaples, 

To make his ſtuffe with many a riche ſigne, 
And fo2ge of ſtele his plate and his mayles: 
Gaue them the rule to gouerne in battaples, 
Fo2 pzouidence(of yoze it hath be tolde) 

Full muche auapleth of knightes wile a olde, 


All this actompliched he lift no lenger tary, 
This woꝛthy kyng, but bb his ozdinaunce 
Purpoſed to begyn on kyng Dary, 

Andeas it is put in remembzaunce) 

In moſt pꝛoude wiſe he gan him lelfe auaũce, 
Firſt in his way to bzenne and beate downe, 


Ok yaſty pze, Thebes the mighty towne, 


”- 


Toward his cõqueſt, where 


Leaf, til. 


After he gate two mighty tegions 

The one of Frigie, the other cailed Lyde 
Set by olde tyme were their foundactons 
Upon two riuers,runnyng there beſide, 
whole golde grauels their bzightnes mai not 
Paceolus,and Euryne men them call (hide 
Richeſt of tremes though men reken all, 


And of his conqueſt farder to termpne, 

He wan Jſauria a pzouince wonder ſtronge 
In Alia one chiefeſt ofthe nyne, 

And Pamphile a kingdome large and longe, 
He gate allo were it right oz w2onge: 

Foz where Þ conqueſt haue any title of right, 
My ctining it paſſeth my reaſon a my might, 


toke no party no2 me lyſt not tary 

nthis matter, but fozth J will pꝛocede, 
How Alexander haſted towarde Darp 
To atcheue his coqueſte of Perce ⁊ of Mede: 
But firſt he came to Frigia J rede, 
Into a citye the name to ſpecify, 
Thylke dapes it named was Gozdy, 


After mine auctoure affirme well J dare, 
There was a teple in Frigiacthus ſaith he) 
Of Jupiter, in whiche there ſtode a chare 
With ropes bounde of ſtones and pyzre, 
Amonge whiche men might beholde and ſe 
A tat all knotte, by craft made (o ſubtile, 
That no man could vndo it by no wyle, 


Fo2 who that had ſcience oꝛ cunnynge 
That curious knot to loſe oz bntwpne, 
Ouer Alpe he chould be crowned kyng: 
And Alexander as bokes determyne, 
Deinge this chare, knitte with many line, 
And how it lemed a maner impoſſible 

To leuet it, whiche was indiuilible, 


The chare w coardes was ſoenterlaced 
That rychely Code in Jones tabernacle, 
Whiche by his witte coulde not be enbzaced, 
Neither by craft noz no ſolemne mpꝛatle: 
Tyll Alexander by a diuyne ozacle 

Dꝛew out his (wo2de, wherof mẽ had woder; 
Carte the knotte & co2des all aſunder. 


herby he wyſt that he was oꝛdeyned 
Ouer all Aſye to be loꝛde and kyng, 
Whiche to reioyte this ſtoꝛy is not faytied 
He tode line Mars, his battaples coueipng, 
Chzough Perce a mede, his ſtãderds ſplavig 
Jet him dwell, 
m. And 


Indof his chare # knottes J will you tell, 


Pꝛudent Juſtinus an olde croniclere, 
In his cronicles reyearleth this ſtozv, 
Yowe Gozdius a poze labozer 
Beſide the citye that called is Soꝛdie, 
Eryng his lande did his oren gye: 
And all maner foules that hath fiyght 
Hye in the ayze appeared in his ſyght. 


Unknowe to him the token what it meant, 
With diuinours calt him to counlaple, 
Called Xugures, which holy in their entent, 
Anowen the pꝛoceſſe of luch diuinaple 
Where it hall pꝛokite eyther diſauaple: 
Andat the gate of Gozdy the citye, 

He met a mapde excelling of beautie 


Whiche from aboue by heauenIy influence 
Had from her byzth a maner knowledgyng, 
In ſuche augurp, great pꝛactike and ſcience, 
Whiche to Goꝛdius expowned euery thyng: 
Sad cf Aſie he Hhould be loꝛde and kyng, 
And raygne there duryng all his lyfe, 

In hope w herok, che became his wpte, 


After his weddyng he wart koꝛtunate, 

The cronicle can beate me well recoꝛde, 
There tylt in Frigy a ſodapne great debate 
Imoug the commons a moztall diſco2de, 
Kowpng no meane to b2yng the at accozde, 
Tyll their goddes by notable pꝛouidence, 
Taught them a way to appeale their violcce, 


Yow that debate choulde among them laſt 
Untothetune they had cholen a kyng: 

And they gan cry a pꝛay their goddes faſt 
By lome ligne 02 myzacle out hewyng, 
To geue to them a maner knowlegyng, 
That they myght to their notable encreace, 
Chole ſuch one, ſhould them let in peace, 


They had aunſwere to waite, # be wel ware 
To let (pyes by buſy attendaunce 

On whom they met ridyng in a chare 

To Joues temple to do his obſeruaunce, 
And hym receyue by goddes oꝛdinaunce: 
Upon his heade withouten moze tariyng, 
To let a crowne in Frigie to raygne kyng. 


And Goꝛdius in his chaire ridyng, 
Toward the temple they on the way him met 
And awaytyng, choſe him to their kyng, 
And lolemnely home they did hym ket, 


The kourth boke. 


Upon his head a ryche crowne they ſct: 
And he to them lo egall was and mete, 
That he them bꝛought into reſt and quiete. 


Thus to the crowne Goꝛdius did atteyne 
By tokens che wed vnto hys great auaple, 
And their diſcoꝛdes and ſtryues to reſtrayne, 
He to his lieges gaue notable counſayle, 
That they ould with ropall apparayle, 
Take his chayꝛe, as he did them deupſe, 
And offer it vp in moſt lowly wile 


In the temple that was conlecrate 

To Jupiter, a full ſolempne place: 

Ind moꝛe to make their offryng foztunate, 
They ſhould it let( without lenger ſpace) 
To foꝛe the goddeſſe that was called Grace, 
Whiche by myꝛacle their hartes to appeaſe 
Set all the people in quiete and in eale. 


Ind whan the kyng Flexander had | 
Loſed the knot of whiche J haue you tolde, 
And of the chaire whiche Gozdius ladde 
The lecretes ſepne & miſteries manifolde, 
Woꝛldl y pꝛeſũption gan make his hart bolde, 
Without title of any ryghtwiſenes, 

The citye Goꝛdp to ſpoile of his riches. 


Ind all Affryke he robbed eke alſo 

Up to the mountapne Þ called was Taurus, 
The whiche hyll hath famous names two 
Fo2 it is al ſo named Caucaſus: 

Where this pzynce moſt vyctozious, 
Oꝛdeyned firſt with ſpeare and Gelde, 
Igaynſt kyng Dary foz to holde a felde, 


Upon a mountayne they together met, 

The marciall plaine named Yozeſtes, 

And moſt pꝛoudiy their wardes there they ſet 
All foz the warre and nothing foz the pees: 
Where Alexander, in knyghthode peerles, 
All the Perciens battayled in his ſyght, 
And Darius party were put vnto flight, 


Kyng Alexander choztly to conclude, 

In his moſt ſtately royall magmtficence 
Set not his truſt in no great multitude, 
But in his knyghts, which long in his pzeſce 
Had had in armes longe experience: 

Were well pzeued in marciall diſciplyne, 
Tenhaũte his coqueſt by their pꝛudẽt doctrin 


Whiche in ỹ iourney haue the ſo well bozne, 


That in their nobles founde was no ** 


rene. 
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Fo: ſyxty thouſande of fotemen the befozne, 
They ſleweof Perce, and men on hozlbacke 
Other ten. M, ſo moꝛtall was the w2acke: 
And. xl.thouſande as made is mencton, 
Were pꝛiſonets, and put to theyz raunſon. 


On Grekes partie the ſtoꝛy dothe wel chew, 
Macedonoys on Alyſanders ſyde, 

In compariſon were flayne but a fewe: 

Foꝛ ot fote men and men that dyd ryde 
Thꝛough the feldes Þ were lo large # wyde, 
There were that day in theyꝛ moztal ſtriues, 
Nat full thꝛe. C.whiche p lolte their lyues, 


Dary coude none other reſcue make, 

Fled at miſchefe in full great diſtteſle, 

His wife, his doughter, led awaye and fake, 
His tentes (poyled,his ſtoꝛy bereth witneſſe: 
Grekes made glad with ful great tycheſſe, 
His cofers ſpoiled, he fonde no better luccour 
And he enpoueriched of hys whole trealour. 


Whan Daty ſaw his deedly auenture, 

Ful pitouſly in heart he dyd mourne, 

Jad anoneafter thys dilconkiture 

To Babylon inhalt be gan retourne: 

Ind while that he dyd there loiourne. 
Lnowyng no recure tohym 5 might auaple, 
With Jlyſ{andze to holde moze battaple, 


Than of pur poſe to ſet hym ſelfe in eaſe, 
Ind foꝛ talepe hys deedly fell greuaunte, 

In his entent kyng Alylander to pleaſe, 
Caſt foz to ſeade him letters of pleaſaiince, 
peue hym giftes in full great abundaunce, 
But al þ ſleight which darius hath w2ought, 
Kyng Jlyſander let them echone at nought, 


This manly kyng kept his conceyte cloſe, 
Lyſt nat ewe what he ment in dede, 

But caſt fully after hys purpoſe, 

Upon his conqueſt farther to pꝛocede: 

After the gettyng of Perce and eke of Mede, 
To wyn Surry, Egypt, and Libye lande, 
Dempng foztune redy to hys hande, 


Ind ofhys conqueſt farther to endyte, 

Whan his glozy gan moſt freſhely Cyne, 
The temple of Jupiter caſt hym foz to vilite, 
Whiche ſtode in Libye, auctours determine, 
Sayde how he was dilcended from the lyne 
Ofthylke god, boꝛne to be hys hey2e, 

Is lozde ofheauen,fire,water,earth,# ayze. 


Leaf. cit, 


Ind that the pꝛieſtes fully choulde aſſent 
With heauenly gods to make hym egall, 
Great richeſle and treaſour he them ſent, 
Thus dꝛede and mede made hym celeſtiall, 
Fallely foꝛgat that he was moztall: 

Ind of ambicion by Marciall apparaple, 
Caſt with Dary agapne to haue battaple. 


And as J fynde howe they dydmete, 

The two pꝛynces with people innumerable, 
In the confront of the lande of Crete, 

And kyng Dary of folkes defenſable 
B20ught to the kelde a people incomparable 
Four hundꝛed M. of fotemen fet fro farre, 
With Jlylander toz to holde warre. 


In hundzed .M.there came with him alſo 
On hoꝛlbacke, in ſtele armed bꝛyght, 
And all thys people whan they had a do 
(All be that daye full longe laſt the fyght) 
Were ſlayne and take and yput to ſtyght: 
Where qiplander to hys encreaſe of gloꝛpe, 
Had of kyng Dary that day the victozye, 


And Perciens to they? final miſchefe, 
Without mercy oꝛ paying of raunlon, 

With kynge Dary were put to great repzefe, 
Uoyvde of all hope and conſolacion, 

Fled as J fynde into the region 

Called Parthe, where as it is tolde, 

He of that people was take and put in holde. 


Ind though hys fetters were of golde ryche, 
He had therof god wote no plealaunce: 
Foꝛtunes gyftes be nat ape plyche, 

In her falſe whele there is (uche variannce, 
Diuers of chete, drange ot her countenaũce, 
Made Alylander with a lytle numbze, 

The multitude of Dar to encombꝛe. 


Within a towne called Thatſa he was take, 
Jna charet with cheynes ſtrong ybonde, 

Ok all his frendes pitouſly fozſake, 

Ledde, a hurt with many a moztal wounde: 
Ind this murdꝛe contriued was and founde 
By one Beſſus, a froward recheles knyght, 
Which ſtode afoze molt fozthered in his light. 


Ind was aſſured by fayth of his legiaunce 
To kyng Dary to be true in dede, (chaunce, 
But this falſe traytour god ſende hym my(- 
Cauſed his woundes moꝛtally to blede: 
Pet 02 he died, he ſent in all his dꝛede 

A Per⸗ 


((tit; 


A Percien knyght ſad and of great age, 
To Alyſauder, to tell hym his mellage. 


To thanke that pzince of his hye nobleſſe, 
Which of his grace mercy molt habounde 
1)y1 ly co chew ſo great gentylneile 

Unto my wife, and childzen as it is founde, 
Foz which to hym J am lo muche bounde, 
That he myne enemy of hys benignite 

In theyz diſt relle [yi haue of them pite. 


And lith J ſee that nedes J muſt dey 
Thzough blody woüdes, whiche J mape nat 


Say Alilander of grace that J pzay (cecute, 


Foz to haue ruth of myne auenture, 

Next to oꝛdayne foz my lepultute: 

Ind condiſcende to graunte myne altzyng, 
Foz to be buryed as longeth to a byng. 


meg the gods which be immoꝛtall 

han he hath done to quyte hyin hys mede, 
That of his mercy moſt umperyall 

Dym lyſt of grace foz to take hede 

Tobury me kyng of Perce and Mede: 

Foꝛ yt this tauour be in his hert founde, 

To his noble ſle the fame Gall ape rebounde, 


Requyzynghym ok his imperpall myght, 

Ot my foule murder to (ce eche circumſtance; 
Foz murder alway callety to god of ryght, 
Ncuercelſyng but by continuaunce 

Vp to the heauen to crye foꝛ vengeaunce, 
Namely on murder compaſſed and thought 
LL hich by auilement is execute & wzought. 


Ind ſythe J haue layd on the thys bonde 

To Alyſander to do mp meſſage, 

And hun contured here with my ryght hande 
Taucge my deth wzought by great outrage, 
My blode out thed with pale @ deed vilage, 
Here boude in ſtockes to gods moſt benigne, 
With rygythole hert my ſpzite 7 reſpgne, 


Thus he lay ſtartze, ther was found no abode 
L yke as another moztall creature, 

When Ilyſander the murder vnder ſtode 

As ye haue herde remembzed by ſcripture, 
He dyd ozdapne foz his ſepulture 

The funeralli feaſt to holde in all thynges 

As by olde tyme longed vito kynges, 


¶ Lenuope 


The fourth boke. 


I Dis tragedy pitous fox to here, (ble, 
J Sheweth of toztune p chaunges lame 
Ok ropal trones, of gold a ſtones clerg 
Ot wozldly pꝛinces howe they be biſtable; 
(Their fatal whele moſt diuers a chaügeable, 
With vnware turne lyſt nat her tour ſe tary 
To thzow thedowne,recozde of king Dary, 


Who can oꝛ may be ful aſſured here 

To make foztune to be ſo treatable, 

To finde out a way oz ſearche out the manere 
By obligation to fpude her immutable 
Her double face, the wozide ayediſceyuable, 
Shew eche daye howe falſely they cau vary, 
By couert fraude, recozde of kyng Dary, 
Example how Phebus with his bemes clere 
Sheweth ſomeday his lyght moſt agreable, 
But long 02 eue darkenes dothe appere 
Thzough cloudy myſtes, +raynes durable: 
To vs deciaryng by tokens full notable, 
Woꝛldiy dignities now freſh now contrary, 
Can change her tydes,recozde of king Darp. 


Though al Alpe, Perce, and Mede pfkere, 
His lozdſhyplaſt,a thing incomparable, 
To Ethiope vnder the myddap ſpere, 

Ful of trealure with golde innumerable 
His boundes rai:ghr, foztune eke ſeruiſable 
To obey hys luſtes tyll ſhe gan falſely vary, 
By expeit fraude to pꝛeue her might in Darp 


Noble pꝛinces with hole hert and entere 
Lytte vp pour cozages, holde thys no fable, 
Though pe ſyt hye concep ue with good chere 
No wozidiye loꝛòchyp in erth is perdurable: 
Ind lith ye be of nature reaſonable, 

Among remembze as thyng moſi neceſſary 
All ſtant vpon chaũge, recozde of king Dary, 


The. xii. Chapter. 


C Here Bochas remembzeth the bataples 
and loſſe of realmes of antiquitie, with 
tye failyng of divers nobles, 


[= Exe gineth Kochas remẽbꝛe in certaine 
The great ſozowes, ö moztal dilaueyis 
The loſle of realmes, p blod ched i vaine 
Begon of warres and marciall appareyls, 
Called to mynde of olde the fell batapis 

Gon of antiquitie.as made is mencion, 

Fuſt atwene Grekes a them of Trop toun. 


* 
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A pitous hert it woulde make blede, 

Co haue in memozie the greatoutrage 

As ye haue heard wzought in Perce # Mede 
Atwene Dary and Alylandze intheyz age, 
Eke atwene Romains # them of Cartage, 
The wofull troubles of warres firſte begon, 
Cauleth all miſchetes that ben vnder the (on, 


On outher partie who can remembꝛe aryght 
Nowelolle, nowe lucre, cometh ok diuiſion: 
Now diſencreale, now heaupe a now lyght, 
Now life now dethe, foꝛ choꝛt concluſion, 
Foz Bochas ſayth ſuche falſe diſcention 
Path many kyngdomes 5 ſtode in bye eſtate, 
Tourned to tupne, and made them deſolate, 


Remebze of Troy the walles bzoke downe, 
In Grete diſtroyed manyla ſtronge cyte, 
Ju Perce and Mede great deſolation, 
Nome diſpurueyed of marciall lurete, 
Caſtels and tours of olde antiquite 

Made rupnous, in Affrytze and Cartage, 
Cauſed by warres # Martes cruel tage. 


Who lyſt conſider w2ought by dayes olde 
The courſe of conqueſt of theſe warriours, 
In Alyſander he clerely maye beholde, 

By rememb2aunce of his pzogenytours, 
And ok hys blode, howe all the ſucceſſours 
Had fatally o2 they dyd hence wende, 

A ſodayue deth 02 a ſhametull ende. 


Full many reckened that wer of hys lynage 
Foz to ſuccede in hys polſeſſions, 

To ſyxe and thirty partyng his heritage 

To eche aſſigned they; royall poztiong, 
Firſt as he made hys diuilions 
Ye gaue of Frigie the pꝛefecture of ryght 

To Leonatus that was ſo good a knyght, 


But a lytle whyle laſt hys poſſeſſion, 

Fo: the countrees lyſt hym nat obey, 

They of Athenes had indignation 

With Antipater fo: he dyd warrey? 

Pet in that warre,plapnly foz to (ay, 
Leoſtenes theyz duke, thepz gouernour, 
Was flayne Þ dap he found no better ſuctour. 


And Leonatus that was his aduerſary, 
Of Xntipater the par tpe to ſuſtene, 

Founde foꝛtune that daye to hym contrary? 
Foꝛ in the felde though he rode armed clene, 
With a ſpere his weunde was made grene 


at milcheke lane, myne auctour doth copile Paſled all other, the ſtoꝛye beareth gr” 


Thus his lozdſhyp laſt nat but a whyle. 


Antipater another lucteſſour | 

Ok Alylander as made is mention, 

Was byrecozde the ſame falſe traytout 
That foꝛ his death tempered the poyſon, 

Dys ſon Calſider accopliſhed the tray lon, 
Bare the cup which that made hym ſterue, 
With p trong poylon when he dyd him ſeruez 


Intipater of this crime culpable, 
Greatly deſyzed in his opinion 

Upon all tho than to be vengeable, 
That likely were to eſppe his trayſon? 
Dꝛede hym ſoze hauyng ſuſpection 
Leſt he were accuſed to the eſtates, 
Ok crime called lele maieſtatis. 


Dys loone aſſented to that hozrible dede, 
Wyich to Flyſander beyng in Babylone, 
Moit traytourly without chame oz dꝛede 
As ye haue heard, pzeſented the poyſone: 
And yet the kyng as made is mencion, 
(Though he to hym falſe was and contrary, 
He made him pzefect,lozd of p land of Cary; 


Ind among other notable warriours, 
(There were thze moze ful wozthy a famous, 
Set in the numbꝛe ok his enheritours, 
Polpcarpus, and Neoptolonius 

And eche ok them to other enuious: 

Within a felde the ſtozye dothe vs lere, 

Euer iche llewe other as they met pfere. 


Of Perdicas what ſhould J wiite oz ſapne, 
Wyich among all was one the beſt knyghtz 
That whan Jlyſander lape diyng certayne 
Ind gan to feble ofhys fozce #myght, 


Dempt afoze that it ſat ful well of ryght, 


How thys Perdicas foz wildom a manhede, 
In Matedone choulde after hym luccede. 


And vnto hym with loke a chere benigne 
Upon his heed foꝛ lickene ſle complaynyng, 
With full whole hert, foꝛ a notable ſigne 
Ok lucceſlion he gaue to hym a ryng, 


After his day to becrowned kyng 


Ok Matedone, lith he moſt might auayle 
Thzough al his empyze to haue p gouernaile 


And pet (ayth Bochas playnly in ſentence, 
Though he of knyghthode and hie pꝛoweſſe, 
Of manly foꝛte, and alſo of pꝛudence, 


The fourth boke, 


By vicious pꝛide a frowarde boyſtoulaeſſe, 
He was moze hyndzed through his outrage, 
Than all his enempes myght do hi domage. 


Foꝛ thꝛoughe his pꝛide and great extozcions, 
Fro Wacedone the people of that countre 
Fledde into other ſtrange regions, 

And of pꝛelumption the ſtozy layth howe he 
Began a warre agayne kyng Tholome: 
Wyere he was flayne in all mens ſyghtes, 
Nat of his enemies but of his own knightes, 


Eke of Anaxarchus of Capadoce kyng 
LObhiche pzouince toyneth vuto Surry, 
Touchyng the botides by recozde of wzityng 
Towarde the Dztent,the lanbe of Irmeny, 
Hauyng two toũtrpes Scilice and Jſaury, 
Towarde Cypꝛe # a great ryltiere (clere, 
Rennyng ainiddes with tremes freſhe and 


This Anararchus were he lothe oz fayne, 
Jndayes fewe hath hys kyngdomelozne, 
Fo2 by Perdicas pꝛoudip he was ſlayne, 

Ot whom that J haue you tolde befozne: 
Thus wozldly pzices tho they had it {wozne, 
-Fo2 all they: loꝛdchyp and domination, 

By kraude ot toztune vnwarly be put doune. 


And amonge other pꝛynces of that age, 
Upon Alplander duly abydyng, 

Bochas reherleth Amylchar of Cartage, 
Duke of that cite by tecoꝛde of wzityng, 
After the death of that wozthy kyng, 

As ye haue herde ymurdzed by poyſon, 
This layd Amplchar repeyzinge to his toun 


Was flayne in Cartage, Goztly to conclude, 
Ok cruel malice and conſpiracion, 


Within that cite of falle ingratitude, (ne, 


Whan he of knighthode frãchiſed had Þ tow⸗ 


And nat withſtandyng all his hye renoune, 
Whan he ſtode hyeſt in hys felicite, 
He by the commons was llayne of that cite, 


The.xitii. Chapter, 
Howe Eumenydes was twyle 
outrayed by Antigonus 


and at the laſt dyed 
in pꝛyſon. 


(YSHI Aliſader in his roial eſtate cherd 
Had all conquered tofoze as ye haue 
He litze a god moſt pompous x elate, 


As (ouerayne pꝛince of all myddleerde, 

To take vpon hym was nothyng aferde, 
To clapme in countrees a thynge Þ was nat 
Ok Jupiter to be both lonne a heyꝛe. (fapze, 


One of the pꝛintiples, who ſo taketh hede 
That firſt bꝛought in falle ydolatry, 

Was thylke tyme 5 pꝛieſtes foz fal ſe dzede 
Yys name with goddes gan to magnity, 
Ind lo to call hym offayned flattery: 

And mydde theit tẽples in Liby on a ſtage, 
Ok hys lykenes they ſet vp an pmage. 


But lytle oꝛ nought to hym it myght an 
Agapne his deth fo2 to do ſuccour, 

When the fell poylon hys hert dydaſſayle 
Whiche made him fade as doth a tour, 

Ok whole empyze was none enheritour, 
Daue in his deth thus ſtode the wokul caſe, 
Twene lixe # thirty hys land deuyded was 


And in his ſtoꝛy full playnly it is tolde, 
This departicion to make it ferme a ſtable 
He was laide fozth vpon a couche of golde, 
To reherle by tokens full notable 

Whome he dempt of very ſothe moſt able 

Ok all his pzinces playnly to dilcerne, 

When he was deed,his kingdom to gouerne, 


Firſt there was one amonge all that pꝛees 
Next Alyſander the knighilyeſt man, 

The woꝛthy knyght called Eumenides, 
Whole high renoun ful well rehearſe can 
P2udent Juſtinus, the great hiſtonan, 
Oꝛdapned afoze to gouerne realmes two, 
All Capadoce and Pafflagonp allo, 


His hie nobles as made is mencion 

In eſpeciali moꝛe to magnify, 

Hym lacked nought of commendacion 

That apparteyned vnto chiualry, 

To hie pzudence,oz noble policy: 

Except thze thinges myn auctoz ſayth þ ſame 
Acrowne, a lcepter, and a kynges name. 


But foz that he all other dyd excell 


Bothe of pzudence and famous chiualry, 


It is remembꝛed as ſome bokes tell, 
That there were ſome had therat enup: 
Foz when koztune lyſt to ſet vp an hye 
Any perſon aloft vpon her whele, h 
Some are belyde that like it neuer a dele. 


Who holdeth him euer vpon hie . 
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Fyndeth great erpericce of blaſtes # hours, 
Olt is troubled with ſtoꝛme wind &ratnes, 
So of Flylander the pzoude lucceſſours 
Whan they ſat freſheſt in they2 flours, 
Winde of enuy,fo2tune helde lo the rother, 
That eche was buly to deſtrop other, 


On hylles bye it is an impoſſible 

A man to abyde without winde oz reyne, 

A thyng expert and very viſible, 
Hyeclimbyng vp is medled with diſdeyne: 
Peace hath enuyas it is oft ſeyne, 

And though pzeferryng of foztunei eſtates, 
Js euer caule of great warreand debates, 


Chis ſame thinge was well expert #p2eued 
Among theſe lapd ropall enherytours 

Of Alyſander,foz eche of them was greued 
To (ee hys felow raygne in his flours: 

Ind thus atwene theſe myghty lucceſſours 
Ol falſe enuy there gan ſo great a ſtryfe, 
That eche made other foz to loſe hys lyte. 


And as it is afoze made mencion, 
Pollicarpus and Neptolonpus 

By a maner falſe conſpiracion | 
Agapne Eumenides were onely enuious, 
Ot whole falſeneſſe he was ſuſpicious, 

Tyll on a day there is no moze tolayne, 
Metyng in battayle flew them both twayne 


Fo2 which laughter pzoude Antigonug, 

Of Macedonepzefect and gouernour, 

Wert in his heart ſo fell and dilpitous, 

And was withal a noble warrtour, 

With his knigytes dyd wholly his labour 
Agapne Eumenides by marciall apparaple, 
A felde aſſigned to holde great battayle, 


Made vpon him a great diſcomfiture, 

As they mette armed bꝛyght in ſtele: 

And thus Eumenides of moꝛtall auenture 
Fledde at miſchefe into a ſtrong taſtell, 
Wherof his knightes lyked neuer a dele: 

Foz as the ſtoꝛy playnly maketh mynde, 
That day he k led and left 9is men behynde, 


In which caſtell foꝛ he ſtode deſtitute, 

Fro thentehe caſt in all haſt to f le, 

In his great miſchefe to fynde ſome refute .. 
That time he dꝛew him to a ſtrage countrpe, 
Some luccour to get auenged foꝛ to be, 
Called Argpꝛe, by Grekes of entent, 


The Latyn cozrupt of this woꝛ de argent. 


Teaf. cv: 


Of Irgiraſpedes a people that there dwell 
The name they toke after that region, 

The whiche lande as olde bokes tell 

Yath ot lyluer plente and foyſon: 

Foz which caule by olde diſcription, 

It tokethe nameofnatureandofryght, 
Becaule the ſople litze ſyluer yneth bꝛyght. 


Ind of thys yle which hath ſo great a pzyſe 
As mpne authour maketh reherſayle, 

How the people be pzouident and wpyle, 
Pꝛudent in armes, and manly in bataple, 
Bothe to detende and pꝛoudlye to aſſayle: 
Whiche by theyꝛ wiſdome # good counſaple, 
To byng Alylander ſtode in great auaple. 


Ind Eumenides one ok his lucceſſours, 

As ye haue herde dꝛewe to that countre, 
There to fynde ſome refute andſuccours 

In his milchefe and great aduerſite: 

And foz his wozdes of great authozite, 

His noble langage and his fayze eloquence, 
The people had him in ful great reuerente. 


And foz they were manly and coꝛagious, 
Able to aſſemble bothe plate and maple, 

He made them rile agaynſt Antigonus, 

By theyꝛ pꝛowes with hym to haue bataple: 
But of foztune hys party gan to fayle, 
LOher thilke people. the ſtozy telleth thug, 
Yad afoze ben full victonoug, 


Antigonus hath the felde retured. (ons 
That day his knightes fought lyke wode ly⸗ 
In furious tene of hys cozage aſſured, 
B2ake they: tentes and pauilions, 

Spoiled their caſtels robbed their diigeons, 
Where that countre vawarely thus affrayed 
Had neueratoze in batayle ben outrayed, 


Ind of diſpite this people recheles, 

Caught in their hert great indignation 
Igayne their pꝛyuce, this ſapd Eumenides, 
Which had the bꝛought to their deſtruction: 
Ind all the people of one opinion 

Pꝛelented him it was nat after longe, 

To Jntigonus bounde in chapnes ſtrong. 


In this pzoces bꝛefelp to pzocede, 
At great miſchefe he dyed in plone: 
e found nomercy playnly as J rede, 
Foz all his nobleſſe noz hys hye renoune, 
et of hys manhode made is mencion, 
With 


ba that ſtozy lyſt to loke aryght, 


with Jlyſander there was no better knight, 


In hys conqueſt euery hour and lpace 

De was molt cherythed fox hys hye nobleſſe, 
A boue all other ſtode moſt in his grace, 

To helpe and releue folke in their diſtrelle: 
All be that he dyed in wꝛetchedneſſe, 

To vs declaryng the great variaunces, 
That all dape fall in foztunes chaunces. 


CLenuoye, 


Hys tragedy of duke Eumenides 

She weth of foztune þ great doublenes, 

How woꝛldly pzinces that ben recheles 
With vnwate chaunges fall into diſtreſſe: 
Ind there may be no greater heuyneſle 
After pꝛolperite, noꝛ greater payne 
Than aduerſite which that is ſodayne, 


Greateſt enuy where is greateſt pzea ce, 
Greateſt awayte where is molt rycheſſe, 
Ind greateſt eaſe where is reſt and peace, 
Where moſt dilcoꝛde moſt is heupneſle: 
And of ali ſ(oꝛow ſo2owfulleſt exceſle, 

Is thyltze loꝛow Þ dothe a man conſtrapne, 
Alter pzoſperite with aduer lite loday ne. 


Dinces in erthe of power peerles 

Vhich excelled all other in nobleſſe, 
Had in this wozlde by coqueſt moſt encrees, 
As Alyſander the ſtozy bereth wytneſſe: 
1Zemebe the fyne of all theyz hye pꝛoweſſe, 
And the triüphes to which they dyd attapne, 
After pꝛoſperite aduer ſite ſodapne. 


The ſtrong enheritours which Þ he out chees 
Dire x thirty,the nombze to expzelſe, (les, 
Whiche hadde poſſeſſion of kyngdoms dout- 
Eche thyng obeying to their wozthyneſle, 
Tyl foztune thꝛough her wunted doubleneſſe 
Shewed her inyght vawarely to ozdayne, 
After pꝛolperite aduerſite ſodayne, 


Noble pꝛynces to auopde all dilencrees 
A'monge your ſelues diſcoꝛdes to repzeſſe, 


Be nat enuyoug,noz pꝛous cauleles, 


Woꝛke nothyng of haſty wylfulneſſe: 

Let diſcretion be your gouernereſſe, 

Fo: theremuſt folow pf ye parte on twapne, 
Ifter pꝛoſperite aduerſite lodapne. 


The. x ini. Chapit e r. 


The kourth boke. 


#0 Howe Nucene Olympiadeg, fo: he 
delyted in vyces, murdze,and ven⸗ 
geaunte, dyed at milchete. 


Ext in oꝛder to Bochas dyd appere 
After the miſchefe of Eumenddes, 
= _ Thegreatquene wa full pitous chere 
Mother of Alplander, Olymptades, 
Bozneof the lyneof Gaades 
Amonge quenescher ſtoꝛy berethwytneſſe) 
Extelied all other in beauty and rycheſſe. 


She was doughter to Ncoptolomus 
Themighty kyng of Epirothes, - . - 
Indhadſuſpecte how Neptanabus 

By enchauntment put hym lelle in pꝛees 
Ok wifely trouth to make her recheles: 
But Bochas here foz to ſaue her name, 


Waiteth but lytle of her difclaunderous fame; 


This ſapd quene right fay2e of her viſage, 
Was firſt bzought tozth in thylke regions 
Where all the wozthy of blode and of lynage, 
Helde they (cepters,and their ryche crouns, 
Though all Grete with full poſſeſſions: 
So that this quene that tyme nere and farre 
Wag of beaute, called the lode ſtarre. 


But among al her great pꝛolperitees, 

Her youth flowig in moſt (ouerayne nobleſſe 
Her iope was meddled W great aduerlitees, 
Whan Philip Macedo in her great heuineſſe 
Was moꝛtallp wounded in difreſſe, 

In Cythia by a certayne nation 

Called Triboloys,as made is mencion. 


Fo2 in that countre vpon a certayne day, 
Where as he taught and dyd hys beſt payne, 
To gette a cite, and at a liege lap, 

Ind foz thaſſaute dyd his ſtuffe ozdayne, 

He loſt vn watelp one of his eyen twayne: 
That whan the que ne behelde hys wounde, 
Foz (020w che tell platte bnts the grounde. 


Another thyng, bokes ſpecifpe 

Troubled her fame by great heupneſſe, 

The luſpecte ſclaunder of aduoutry 
Wꝛought by Neptanabus,enchauntyng her 
The light eciiplyng of hie nobles, (fapzenes, 
By \wifte repoꝛt foz to hynder her name, 
What flieth moze ſwifte then wicked fame: 


Jn womanhede (as authours all wzyte) 
Moſt thing comendedis theyz chaſt 88 


Thyng moſte (clanndzous their nobles to a- 
Js whan pꝛinceſſes of haſty freeite, (twute 
Excede the boundes of wifely chaſtyte: 

Foz what auapleth linage oz ropall bloode, 
Wyan of theyzltupng 8 repozte is nat goode : 


Che holy bedde defoyled ol maryage 

Oꝛ ones ſopled map nat recured be, 

Che voyce goth fozth a the froward langage 
By many realmes and many a great cite, 
Stlaunder hath a cuſtome (and that is pite) 
Crew outher falſe by contagious ſowne 
Ones repled it goth nat lyghtly downe. 


And to moze hindꝛyng of Olympiades, 
Philippe away dyd from her decipne, 

And of the kyng of Epyzothes 

The wyke he toke tohys concubine 

Called Cleopatra playnely to termine, (ble 
Ind thus in mylcheke tencreaſe of her trou⸗ 
Their faiſe aduoutrie gan to were double, 


Of this pzoces wzite wyll J no moze 
Caule the matter is abhominable, 

Foz kyng Philip the bargayne bought ſoze 
Is is remembzed by cronicles ful notable, 
Slapne on a dap lyttyng at hys table 

Full ſodaynly oz he toke any hede, 
Paulanlas dyd that crueli dede, 


Of which (laughter folowed a ſtrange caſe 
Is ye haue herde by Pauſanias wzought, 
Olympiades full glad and mery was, 

Heuy out warde her heart voyde of thought: 
pet kapnyngly che hath wayes out ſought 
Foz hym toholdefolempne and royall, 

Lyke Grekes rightes, a feaſt funerall, 


Itter whole dethe wzought ol great cruelte, 
kyng Flyſauder made no lenger let 

Made Panſonias taken fz to be, 

And to tze hanged vpon an bye gybet: 
Upon whale head there was a crown ſet 
Of golde and peerle, and riche tones Inde, 


By Olympia des in ſioꝶ a J fyude. 


Toꝛ he ſtode greatly in the quenes grace, - 
Aud ag folke dempt of (uſpection, > - 

dep met together in many pziuy place, 
ich greatiy touened to her confuſion? 
Foz noyle aroſe though all that region 
That by thoccaſion oftheyz miſlyuyng, 
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How Þauſanas lough Philyp the ug. 


Leal. cvi. 


But Ge anone in her malire feruent, 
Fro the gybet made hym to be take doun: 
Made his body loleinpnely to be bꝛent 
Kept his excquies with great oblation, 
Akter the ryghtes of that region: 

Nat left behinde in partie noz in all 
That appertayued to lea ſtes funecall; 


Upon kynge Philyp as it were foz the nones 
To do her loꝛde a ſhame oz a deſpyte, 
Soleinpnely che made bzenne the bones, 
Ot Pauſantas, fo: a falſe appetite: 

Untono man che had ſogreat delite, 

Foz which this feait was like in all thinges, 
To therequies of pzynces and of kynGes, 


She made his ſwerde allo to be take 

With whiche he lough Philyp the kpng, 
Offred it vp onely foz hys late | 
Tofoze Ippollo, dy recozde of wzityng: 
Which to her was ſclaundze a hyndzyng, 
Cauled fojke deme in their entent 

To llee kyng Philpp, how ſhe was of aſſent, 


To be cruel was ſet all her plea ſaunce, 

Fo2 inercylcſſe voyde of all pyte, 

On Cleopatracauſynge thys vengeaunce, 
That the her ſelſe henge vpon a tree: 
Murdꝛed her doughter the ſtoꝛye ye may le, 
What malyce may.yfit be declared, 

Unto the malyce of women be compared, 


Speke of them that be malycious 

Ind iy ofcuſtome foz to be vengeable, 
Imonge a thoulande one map be vertuous 
And in two thouſand ſoine one is merciable, 
But when they be ol rancour vntretable, 
There is no Tygre moze cruel doutles, 
Recozde J take,of Diympiades; 


And che of malite was moze ſet of fp2e 

To execute boldly her vengeaunte, 

By the occalion of the great empyze 

Of Perce # Mede, ful famous in ſubſtaſice, 
Which ſtode by coqueſt vader p goiternaunce 
Of Ilyſander, wherby che thought her ſtroͤg 
Tacheue eche thyng were it right oz wrong. 


Dempte her power chould aye contune 

By the meane ol hys hygh maieſte, 

S8 is ſtronger than the quene foꝛtune 
hich luſtred her ſon in her moſt dignite 


| 2 Babplone,popſoned foz to be: 


is remembzedin many olde ltozyes, 


Tl» Akter 


Alter his triumphes and his victozyes, 


But foz to paſſe bzefely to the w2ytyng 
Touchyng the quene as made is mencion, 
Wyan deed was Philyp the famous kyng 
She had of Macedone full poſſeſſion; 

Ind gouerned that myghty region 
Wher like a wolues as auctours of her wate 
To chede blode che gan het lelte delyte. 


In her tyzanny moſt feruent and pꝛous 

N eioyled inflaughter and to ſee men blede, 
Fon ſerpent none was moze malicious 

Chen was this quene, in bokes pe map rede: 
Pet after all this che receyued her mede, 

F02 though foztune fauoured her a whple, 
Pet with her trains ſhe coude her wel begile. 


Thende of tyzantes and eke of tyzannelles, 
And of murdzers be thep neuer lo woode, 
Ot popſonmongers, ano enchauntreſſes, 
Of kalſe ſupplantours contrary to all goode, 
Ind of conſpirers, a them that thzpſt bloode: 
All theſe muſt haue by goddes puruepaunce, 
Vete ſhozt iyte oz ſodapne vengeaunce. 


In Matedone this quene was moſt behated 
Foz her veugeable moztail oppꝛeſſion, 

And Caſſander againſt her hath de bated, 
And gun a warre vpon her region, 

Which to Ylyſander miniſtred the poyſon, 
Is ye haue herd tofoze of hym dcuyſed, 

Bp Intipater moſt ino2tally pzactyſed, 


She founde norefute but toke her to flyght 
This cruell quene,this Olympiades, _ 
Juto a molitaine that ode ferre out of light, 
Aud of her kyn there folowed great pzees, 
Suppolyng to haue lpued there in pees, 

Foz on that hyll Rode a great dongeon, 
Strongly walled about enupzon. 


Whiche that marched to a great cite 
Called Epidua, ſtandyng in great dout, 
Becauſe Caſſander of olde enmpte 

Yadfoz her layde a ſiege about, 

Ind none ſo hardy foz to iſſue out, 

Tyll Caflander of falſecompaſſed trayſon, 
Made with them a compolicion. 


Hys faythe was layde that tyme foz ho 
BY othe aſſured to Olympiade, | 
BY couert fraude vnder tayze langage 
Tolulfer her with him to lpue in pees: 


The fourth boke. 


lage, 


But of his pzomyſe he falſe was a rechelts, 
Fox vader treatie as made is mencion, 
The quene he toke,and caſt her p:yſon, 


But wyll pe ſe a ropall hye cozage, 

Howe boldly delpuered fro pꝛylon 

She diſcended,impertal of viſage, 

With all her maydens about her enupzon: 
Her enempes pꝛeſent, woder than Lyon 
Sepng her ſtande lo ately of her face, (nate 
When they were pꝛoudeſt to areſt her # ma⸗ 


She was of purpoſe ara ped foz the nones 
(As ſayth Bochas) in moſt ſtatelp wyſe, 
In ryche purple golde and pꝛecious ſtones, 
Lyke an empꝛeſſe in the Grekyſhe gyſe: 
Her lyſt nat flye, the ſtoʒpe doth deupſe, 
With crye noz nople paſſed nat her boũdes, 
Whan the blodyerapled from her woundes. 


She nat afrayed in all her moztall hours, 
Uoyde of all teare lyſt nat bowe her chyne, 
Make no pꝛaper to her tourmentours, 
Noz no token of cozage feminine: 
Upzyght We ſtode lyſt nat dowone declpne, 
Gaue euidence as it is compzehended, 

Of what lyne and blode che was diſcended, 


Foz vnto the tyme che gaue bp the bzethe, 
Was neuer lſepne pꝛince noz pzyncefle 
That moꝛe pꝛoudlp toke their fatal dethe, 
Foz as J deme her marciall hardyneſſe 
Came fro Bellona, of armes chefe goddeſſe, 
Ozbhe had it by influence okcozage, 

Poue by the goddes to her and her lynage, 


Foꝛce is a bertue, as bokes lpeciky, 

Agapne all vices to make reſpſtence, 

But frowarde rancour,and pzoude melicoly 
Gaue her a ſpirite of fapned pacience, 

I falſe pzetence of her magnificence, 

Is ſcaunte che had ben in bertue Grong, 
Foz trouth to haue endured every wong. 


Contratious fozce made her diſpitous, 
Stronge in her errour to endute payne, 
Of obſtinat heart ſhe was fell and pꝛous, 
Jndethes conftrapitiyſt nat tocompla 


Counterfapte ſuffraunce made het to fayne, 
Nothyng of vertuieplapnely to termine, 
Noz of aamaners that be feminine. 


In her antrayles all malyce was encloſed, 
And all contagious venpm ſerpentyne, Gat 


ne: 


mies . 
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Natlykea woman but as a fende dilpoled, 
Able to diſtrop all vertuous diſcipline: 
Thus che began thus che dyd allo fine, 

In vicious murdꝛe che dyd her aye delpte, 
Whertoze ot her me lyſt no moze tendpte. 


CLenuoye, 


L ye that hall thys tragedy ſe, 

Of ruth a mercy hauecompaſſton, 

To ſee a pzinees her imperiall ſee 
£0 vnwarely by foztune thꝛowen doun: 
Of whole miſchele this was thoccaſion, 
In thzethinges was ſet molt her plealaunce 
In vicious like, in murder, à in vengeaunce, 


Alas that ener the moꝛtall cruelte 

Ol blodp lwerde, by execucion 

Shoulde be appꝛopꝛied to feminite, 

Agapne the nature of theyzcondicion, 
Cauſyng the finall ſclaunderous confuſion 
Of Olpmpiades,hereputinremembzeaunce, 
Foꝛ vicious lyte,murdze,e falſe vengeaunce, 


Under freche floures lote and fayzeto ſe, 

Tue (erpent dareth with his couert poplon, 

Jnchaſtall waters that calme and ſote be 

Ire perpllous pittes full of deception, 

Men le all day by clere inſpection, 

In fapupng faces angelpke ſuffiſaunce, 

Byd 8 rancour ⁊ great vengeaunce. 
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Though che excelled of her natife beaute 

Jil other pꝛyncelles of that region. 

pet was neuer none feller ſene than the, 

To execute lyze her opinion 

The perylous trapnes contriued of traplſon: 

Ind ſpecially in her pompous greuaunce, 

Where che hated,foz to do vengeaunce. 


Noble pꝛynces ſet hye in dignite, 

Do aduertiſe of dilcretion, 

In pour moſt power and largeſt liberte 
Be mertiable, and do remiſſion: 
Juger with pite pour indignation, 


Let grace @ mercy tempꝛe your pupſſaunce, 


Of Olympiades eſchewing the vengeaunce, 


Exyle rpgour farre out ot pour countre, 
Gpue hym with you no iuriſdiction, 

To womanheed longeth not parde 

Ok cantred rancour new erecucion: 


Whet mercy reigneth of grace ther is foplon, 


JLeaf.cvit, 


Hane this in mynde by longe continuatice, 
Ok Olympiades kozgertynge the vengealice, 


g an enen 

Let pacience by bertuaus plente 
Within your heartes purchaſe a mantion, 
Let your compaſſion attempe eguite 
That ryght excede nat the boundes of reaſon 
So that pour feminine humpleentencion 
Be alway bzidied by pzouident ſuffraunce, | 
Uovding al exceſle of rygour and vengeaace; 
Fo it is (aydeofolde e 7 
To women longeth by diſpoſit 


ton 
Wekeneſle in langage, in pozte humilite, 
In all vertue humble ſubiection, 

Uoyde of manaees ſtryfe and contencion: 
So that no man in pour attendaunce 
Elppe no token oof rancour noz vengeaunce: 


The ſpeciall meane, the parcialite 

Shulde of all mercy by diſcription 
Rebounde to women, foz of antiquite 

The lambe nat vled to play the Lyon: 

Noꝛ no meke doue enuped the faucon, 

Noz to your degre by naturall accozdaunce, 
Syt nouther rygour noz haſty vengeaunce; 


This ſimple lenuoy receyue it at gre, 

And haue therok no indignation, 

Lowiy dyzect to your benignite, 

Onely of mekeneſſe,and no pzeſumption, 
Rnowyng of kynde your inclination 
Dilpoſed is by naturall puruepaunce 

To all mercpe, and nothyng to vengeaunce. 


The. xv. Chapter. 


C How Agathocles of lowe byzthe bozue, 
attayned vnto royall dignite,en- 
ded in pouerte and wzet- 
| chedneſſe, 


Yaue herde ſayd full yoze agone 
-\\ I! whirle winde blowing nothing (off, 
was in olde engliche called a rodyon, 
That reyſeth duſt and ſtraw ful hye a lofte, 
Ind in thaſſendyng it falleth ſo full ofte 
Though it be boznealmoſt to theſkye, 
Where it becommeth there can no man eſpye. 


Out of foꝛges by iyze that (mythes make, 
By clere experience it is full oft yſeyne 
That theſe internall vgly ſmokes blake 

5 T. ui. Tranf- 
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(Tranſcende ß top of many great mountayne, 
But oft lithe by a full ſodayne rayne 

Al ſuch alcencions by rage of wind vp blow, 
With vnware turne be reverſed full lowe. 


And ſemblably to put it at apzefe, 
Ind execute it by clere experience , 
One the mol contraryous milcheke 
Founde in this erthe by notable euidence, 
| boy this, by foztunate violence 
an that wzetches churliche of nature 
The eſtate of pzynces vnwarely doth recure, 


A crowne of golde is nothyng accozdyng 
Foz to be (et vpon a knaues heed, 

A foltyche clerke foz to wearea ryng 
Accoꝛdeth nat who that can take hede: 

And in this woꝛlde there is no greater dzede 
Than power geuecyk it be well fought) 
Unto ſuch one that firſt roſe vp of nought. 


There is no maner iuſte conuentence 

A topall carbuncle, rubpe, oꝛ garnet, 

No: a chaſt emeraude of vertuous erelence, 
Noz Inde ſaphyzs,in copper to beſet: 
Their kyndiy power in foule metall is let, 
And lo theſtate of politike puyſaunce, 

Is euer loft wher knaues haue gouernaũce. 


Fo a time they map well vp aſcende 
Like windy ſmokes they fumes ſpzede, 
I crowned aſſe playniy to compzehende, 
Voyde of diſcretion is moze fox ro dꝛede 
Than is a lyon,foz that one in dede 

Ok his nature is myghty and royall, 
Voyde of diſcretion that other beaſtiall. 


Che gentle nature of a ſtronge lyon 

Co pꝛoſtrate people ofkynde is merciable, 
Foz vnto all that fall afoze hym doun 

Yys topall puiſaunce can nat be vengeable: 
But churliſh wolues by rigour vntreatable, 
Ind foltyche aſſes eke ofbeſtialyte, 
Faplyng reaſon bꝛapde euer on cruelte. 


None is ſo pꝛoude as he that can no good, 
The leudet head the moꝛe pzeſumption, 
7 cruelte and vengeaunce in lowe blode, 
ith malapertneſſe and indiſcretion: 

Ok churle and gentle make this diuiſion, 

Ok outher of the I dare right wel repozte, 
Fro thens thei tame therto they wpl reſozte, 


The Role is knowe by colour and ſwetnefle, 


And violettes koz their fteche tarage, 

The nettle rough toz his fell Marpneſſe, 
Thiſtles, bzeres packyng by great outrage; 
Aud thus conlidzed the rote of eche ipnage, 
Frowarde tetches be euer in churles-founde, 
Wher vnto gentyls aye vertue doth rebotide, 


Let men beware in eſpeciall of one thyng, 
How great deception is in falſe coynage, 
The plate may be bzyght in his wewyng 

The metall falſe and chem a fayꝛe viſage: 
All is nat golde to ſpeake in playne langage, 
That chineth bꝛight, contiudiug on reaſon 

Under fapze chere is ofte hyd falſe poyſon. 


Fo: as a ſkye oꝛ an vgly cloude 

Which that aſcendeth low out of the ſee, 
With his blacknefle doth the ſunne @zoude, 
That men may nat his great bzyghtnes ſee, 
Noz haue no comfozte of hysclere beaute: 
So vicious tetches J do you well aſſure 
Difface full ofte the gyftes ot nature. 


God bnto ſome hath geuen by nature 

Foz to exteli another in fayznefſe, 

Pet in vices by recoꝛde of ſcripture 

Thet wer dilclaũdꝛed Bochas doth witneſſe; 
Outwarde ſuger inwardebytterneſſe, 

By which enſample to purpole J map call 
Agathocles fulfyiled with vices all. 


15 this ſtozy he comineth now on the ryng 
hich of beaute had great excellente, 

But to declate the vicious lpuyng, 
Ind to diſcriue hys outragious o 


Fence 
If J Goulde waite fully tn ſentence y 
Lykehis demerites wholly the maner, 
It woulde thzough perce a blot my paper. 


Touchyng his byzthe oflowe bed deſcended, 
Donne of a poꝛter, the ſtozy pe map le, 

In no vertue J fynde hym nat commended, 
Except nature gaue hym great beaute: 
Foſtred in miſchefe and pouerte, 
Had eke dildayne J can hym nat excule, 
Df hatefull pzide his fathers craft to vie, 


By the meaneof his great fayzeneſſe 

Pet in vice whichs J well nar rat 
e na 

He diſuſed curſedly hys beaute on 

Agapne nature, that yuell mote be thee: 

And lopled he was Qoztly to ſpecifys, With 
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with all the ſpices ol pꝛide and lechery. 


pet nat withſtandyng his falſe condicions 
God ſuffred hym to come to hie eſtate, 
And to gouerne diuers nacions, 

I fynde a whyle howe he was foztunate, 
In his lechery aye pompous and elate: 
Ind in a cite called Cyzacule, 

The lapde vices he frowardly gan vſe, 


And foz he had beaute and great myght, 
To all vices hys pouth he dyd enclyne, 
Ind coude alſo fozther hym lelfe aryght 
Of eloquence expert in the doctrine: 

Ind as it is ſayde thohe came of low lyne, 
Pet as it is put in remembꝛaunce 

In hundzed knightes he had in gouernaunce. 


Ok Centuryen he purchaſed an offyce, 

And that tyme he toke the oꝛder of a knyght, 
Ifter choſen a tribune ofgreat pzyce, 

Ind gate great fauour in the peoples ſyght: 
And this while it fell ſo anone ryght 

Ok Cyzacuſeshe was made duke a head 
By election,becauletheyz lozde was dead, 


Which with Ciciliens helde a moztall ftrife, 
But Agathocles made hym victozious, 

Toke their ducheſſe after to hys wyfe: 

By meane wherof he wert full glozioug, 

And in his glozye he grewe right dilpitous, 

Fozgate him lelfe thus growyng in eſtate, 

Wherthzough his cite and he were at debate. 


His conditions whan they gan eſpy 

And law him wozke all of pzeſumption, 

The pedple anone knowyhg bys tirannp, 
Exiled hym out of their region: 

In his exple, as made is mencion, 

He toude nat fynde no better cheuiſaunte 
But came to acite Þ called was Murgaũte. 


Wyer by his ſleighty ſubtel falſe auyſe 

He lo demeaned hym in the peoples ſyght, 
That ofa Pꝛetoʒ they gaue hym an offyce, 
He mens them in {Cop euer he myght 
Gaine Cyzacuſes to the ſtrõg to light, 
Ofentetitof them auenged to be, 

Canle,foz his exyle out of that cite, 


But in his exyle (the lazy ſaythe none other) 
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Cyzacufang 6 one entention . 


(ther, Oo 
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Called him home agayne into their toun 


And there was reſtozed to hys place, 
And reconciled to the kynges grace. 


Ind vnto hrm they gaue bygreat anice, 

By aſſent of loꝛdes and all the tommonte, 
Of a Pzetour newly an offyce: 

Fo: Pꝛetoꝛs ol cuſtome called be 

Offycers that dwell in the cite, | 
And haue full charge by dome # iudgementes 
To put ali gylty to payne and turmentes. 


Chan ok new thys Xgathocles 


Bytauſe he had moe aucthozite 

Caſt foz to trouble the quiete and the pees 
Of Cpꝛacules, and out of that cite 

All the lenatours greateſt ofdignite 

Of moꝛtal vegeaunce this tirant made anon 
Without exception, to be ſlayne euerichon. 


This haſty laughter wzought by tiranny, 
Might nat aſſwage noz ſtiche his fel cozage, 
Tyli he their treaſour toke by robbery 

And all Cicilehe ſpoyled by pyllage, 

Caſt of pzide vpon an hye tage 

Foz to altende by fleyghty falſe wozkyng, 
Ol all that region to be trowned kyng. 


Made his lubiectes maugre hym dzedyng 
To tal hym kyng, and in eſpectall 

One the moſt worthy pꝛynce tho lyupng, 
That (at in chayꝛe of maieſtpe ropall: 

Tyll foztune Gope he muſt haue a fall, 

Foz of Cartage the duke a wozthy knyght 
Fought with him twpyle,# put him to flyght. 


Wherthzough he ſtode in miſchefe diſpeyzed, 
And of al people he was had in diſdayne; 

To Cyzaculein haſt he is repayzed, 

Ind to his cite retourned home agayne, 
There abydyng in dzede and bncertayne: 
Foz whan foztune gan agayne hym take, 
His frendes oldeof new haue him fozlake; 


In that miſchefe he bode nat long 

As the pꝛoceſſe maketh rehearſayle, | 
Gadzed people and made him ſelfe urong 
Onelp in purpole all Iffryke to aſſayle, 
With them of Cartage had a great battaple, 
Them diſcomfited as foꝛtune lyſt ozdayne, 
By hye pꝛoweſle ot his lonnes twayne. 


Archagatus ycalled was that one, 


dnder delyuer,a man of great myght, 
T. iii. The 


The leconde bzother moſte woꝛthy of echone 
Called Heraciydes, whiche in p moztal fight 
Pꝛeued him lelle that daye a manly knygyt: 
Foz by theyz mahode in which was no lacke, 
They of Cartage, were feilye put a backe. 


Foz though lo wer by foꝛtune ofthe warre 
Agathocles had that day the victozie, 
Falle couetyſe made hym fox to erte 

And eclipſed the light of hys gloze: 

Fo as it is remembꝛed in hys ſtozte, 
Lyke as in his byzthe it is determined, 
To all fallenes his coꝛage was enclpned. 


Cruell of cuſtome, oł hert mercyles, 
His wyll was law were it wzonge ozryght, 
Contrary to accoꝛde, frowarde vnto pees, 
320ude and (urquedous in hys owne ſyght: 
here his power ſtretched a hys myght 
Lyke a ty2zaunt,naturally diſpoſed 
To execute vengeaunce afoze purpoſed, 


He thought he had power foz to bynde 

F oztunes whele foz to abyde table, 

Which is a thing contrary to her kynde, 
Whoſe pꝛopertie is to be variable: 

Dys pꝛpde alas was to abhominable 

Foz moꝛtall Pꝛinte is none Þ map reſtrayne, 
Het vaware tourne noz her courle lodapne. 


By influence ot the heauenly ſtarreg 

Tye vacouth courſe aboue celeſtiall, 

By foꝛtune and fauour of the warres 

Tyts Xgathocles of byzth full rurall 
P2omoted was vuto eſtate royall, 

Tyll pzide,outrage, a frowardengendzure, 
Cauled in his loꝛdchyp he myght nat endure, 


Fo2tune of kynde is ſo flaſkyſable, | 
A monſtruous beaſt departed manyfolde, 

A flydyng ſerpent tournyng and vnſtable, 
Slipper to gripe on whom there is no holde, 
Ts iu this boke declared is and tolde: 
Der power pꝛeued on pꝛinces recheles, 
Recozde with other on Igathocles, 


As pe haue herde reherſed in ſentence 
Symple and bare was hys nattuite, 
Bz0ught vp and foſtred in great indigenes 
Out of a ſtocke ſpꝛingyng of pouerte, 
Role to the eſtate of royall dignite: 
The tyſyng vncouth marueylous tattayne, 

The tal moze greuous becauſe it wag ſodayn 


The fourthboke, 


From-Cy2acuſehe was exyled ttopſe, 
Uengeable of heart where he bad myght, 
Of Affricang dilcontited thzple, 


Euer in batapleofcuſtome put to flyght, 


Had an vſaunce to robbe dap and nygyt: 
And lyke a tiraunte agayn conſcience 


Co lpople his ſubiectes by great violence, 


Hindꝛed by foꝛtune wherof he was nat fayne 
Her ſtroke agayn him ſoda pne and violent, 
His ſonnes two in Affrike were firſt flayne, 
He of his lymmes wext feble and impotent, 
With a conlumption his entraples bzent: 
And by an ague continnall of feruence, 

He was luppꝛelled by ſtroke of peſtilence 


All his treaſour hath from hym tage 
Dis pzoude pozt,and his wozldly glozy, 
His wife, kyn , and fredes hath him fozſake, 
His conqueſt derke and put out ofmemozy, 
His name yclipſed of hys olde victozp: 

And as he gan in pouerte and diſtreſſe, 

So he made an ende in wzetchedneſſe. 


Haſty ryſyng and thzifte that is ſodayne, 
Ind lurmountyng by violent raupne, 

And ertozt power may foz a whple attayne, 
Jn ryche chayze of lozdſhyp foz to ne: 
Sodapne aſcending dothe ſodenly declyne, 
Ind by vntruth whereuer there be encrees, 
Men wapt of cuſtome a ſodapne dilencrees. 


Of Agathocles men may enſample take 
What is thende of euerp falſe tiraunt, 
Wꝛõge climbing vp dothe a foule ende make 
Foz a ſeaſon though tirauntes be puyſaunt, 
Foꝛtune to them yeueth no — graunt: 
But whan they ſyt on her whelemoſt royal, 
By vnwarechaunge to haue a ſodayne fal. 


Igathocles was firſt a ſlymple man 
B2ought fozth in milcheke and in pouerte, 
Sonne of a pozter, the ſlozp tell can, 

By vicious liuyng came to great 
Or all folke hated foz his cruelte, _ 
Clambe fro pouert vp to ** rycheſſe. 
Made poze agayne died 


wzetchedneſle, 
C Lenuope. 


dis tragedy Geweth a figure 
B nd 7 
Ce 


* 


arageth 


Tarageth the ſtocke of his natiuitie, 
Herbe of the rote, and eche frute of his tre: 
Foz bothe of vertue and allo of outrage, 


Foloweth ſome tetche oz taſte of the lynage. 


Agathocles by retoꝛde of (crigture 

Boꝛne of lowe bed, bꝛought fozth in pouerte, 
Pet Foztune made him to recure 

Up to hye eſtate from full lowe degre, 

His reaſon blent with ſenſualitie, 

Foꝛgate him ſelfe,to ſpeake in playne lãgage 
Though a falſe tetche Þ came fro his lynage, 


There is a difference of colours in pycture 
On table oz wall, as men all dap map ſe, 
Twene golde # golde, atwene byſe # aſure, 
All is not golde that yneth bzyght parde: 
Some noble is falſe ß hath great beaute, 
Let men beware of counterfayte copnage, 
Cetches eſchuyng of churlyche lynage. 


Some man is furthered of lodain auenture, 
Set in a chayze of royall dignitie, 

Wenyng his empyꝛe houlde euer endure 
And neuer to be troubled with no aduerſitie, 
With royall Eagles a kyte map not flye: 

A Jaye may charter ina golden cage, 

Pet euer (ome tetch mult folow of his lynage, 


Gentle bloude of his royall nature 

Is euer enclyned to mercy and pite, 

Where of cuſtome theſe vyllains do their cure 
By their vſurpedand falſe poſte, 

To be vengeable by moztall cruelte, 
Thꝛough haſty fumes of furious courage, 
Folowyng the tetches of their vylelpnage. 


O mighty pꝛyntes your nobles do aſſure, 
Pour paſſions reſt with 9 — | 
Se how there is no meane of meaſuve 
Where a tpꝛant catcheth the loueraputie: 
Let Agathocles your wozldly myzrour be 


To eſchuethe traces ofhys fro ward paſſage, 


As ro 


bloude requyzeth of your lynage. 


of other 


pater ſlew his mother, 
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Ok pꝛynces, pꝛynceſſes, who ſo loke aright, 
Ben lamentable and doleful foz to rede: 

But fo2 all that Bochas dothe pzocede 

In his reyearlayl,remfbzyng thus him ſelue 
To him appeared ot men and women twelue. 


Itter the death · ol kyng Agathocles 

There cãe tofoze him wozthy quenes twain, 
The firſt of them was called Berſanes, 

And of her milchefe gan to him complapne, 
Wife of Alexander the ſtoꝛp lyſt not fayne) 
The mighty kyng greate@t vnder (onne, 
Whiche by conquelt all this woꝛld hath won. 
Wife to Ylexander was this Barſanes 

By his lpue, as made is mencton, 

Whiche with yer lonne named Hertules, 
Were by Caſſander bꝛouggt to deſtruction: 
Ind ol her death was the occaſion, 
Caſſander dzadde p Berſanes the quene, 
Woulde with her lonne on him auenged bene 


Foz his treaſons whiche he tofoze wzoughs 
On Alexander and on hys lynage: 
Ind ſpecially if that Ge were bzought 

To Wacedone foz her auauntage, 

Wyth her ſonne that was but yonge of age, 
Caſſander thought and dꝛede as J haue told 
They wold auenge his treſos wꝛought of old 


He caſt afoze ot malice cauſeles 

This Caſſander moſt falſely wozkyng, 
That il this knyght,chis yonge Yercules 
Don of Flexander by tecoꝛde of wzytyng, 
In Wacedone were take and trowned kyng» 
How that he woulde of equitie andryghe 
His fathers death auenge lyke aknygyt. 


' Whiche thing toefchue Caſſãder gan pzouids 


And by falſe fraude was not retchles, 
But on a day he liſt not longe 0 21350 
Slew fir$ the quene this ſayd Be 1 2 
And than her ſonne ycalled Hercules: 

Thus by Caſſander of murder crop and rote, 


| | - Thep murdzxed wer there was nonother bote 
Cue. xbi. Chapiter. — 2 $30 
Howe Callander ewe the wyke of Alex- 
ander and Hercules her ſonae and how Anti⸗ 


This crueltis myght not tuſſieeg 
Unto Alexander by recozde of — A. 4 


The fourth boke. 


To Alexander he miniſired the poyſon, 
Slewe the quene called Olympiades, 

Ind ol hatred by full falſe treaſon 

As Jhaue tolde, he flew quene Berſanes, 
Wie to Alexander, mother to Hercules: 
Whiche in his youthe by Bochas rehearſyng, 
Jn MWacedoyne was like to haue be kyng, 


After all this he could not liue in pees, 

But euer ready (ome treaſon foz to do 
Ole we eke the quene called Roxanes, 
Upon a dap, and her ponge ſonne to: 

And che was wyfe to Alexander alſo, 
Caſſander dzeadyng in his opinion 
Leſt they would venge thẽ vpon his treaſon, 


Thus euer he liued in murder, ſoꝛow, ſtrife 
By way of fraude came all his encrees, 

And as J finde how he had a wite 

And che was called Theſlalonices: 

And this ſtozy remembzeth doubtles 

I ſonne they had bozne atwene them twayne 
To tea his mother which after did his paine, 


Shoꝛtly to paſſecmine auctoz woziteth nono⸗ 
Intipater was her lonnes name, (ther) 
And dicaule that the loued his bzother 
2etter then him, he to his greatdefame 
(Copailed her death, the ſtoʒy ſayththe lame: 
Notwithſtandyng to appele his crueltee, 
She altzed merey knelyng oa her knee, 


Her bzeaſtes open white and ſoft as ſilke, 
All bedewed with teares her velage, 
Rxquyzed mekely at reuerence of the milke 
With whiche he was foſt red in pong age, 
Foꝛ to haue mercy and to appeaſe his rage, 
And to accept goodly her pꝛapete, 

To laue the life of his mother dere. 


But all foznought he heard her neuer adele, 
He was to her ſurmountyng all meaſure 
Like his father, dengeable, and cruell: 
Itrowe it was poue him ot nature, 
Foz by tecoꝛde of kynde, and eke (cripture, 
Selde oz neuet no bzaunche that is goode, 
Spꝛuyngeth ofcuſtome,out of eruei bloude, 


Ok her death cauſe there was none other 

That Fntipater lough his mother dere, 
But foz che laueb Alexander his other 
Better than him, the cronicle doth vs lere: 
Whiche Alexander 
Hab in his ſuetout 


kinde by wzityng 


One the firſt was woz 


e 137 : 


Demettius, that was of Iſye kyng, 


Theſſalonices was in this while dead 

By Jutipater,he moſt infoztunate 

Bathed in her bloud, her lides wer made red 
Without compaſſion of her hye eſtate: 

Ind her two lonnes liuyng at debate, 

Til Liſymachus Þ pzefect was of Trace 
Them reconlpled, eche to others grace, 


Whan Demetrius knew of their accoꝛde, 
God wot the lothe,he nothing was fayne, 
But by his fraude the ſtoꝛy beareth recoꝛd 
That Alexander maliciouſily was flayne: 
This while Intipater ſtadyng in no certapne 
Tyll he by ſleyght of Lilpmachus, 

Was murdzebatter, the ſtozp telleth thug 


To wꝛite the pzoces and the maner hough 
That Lilymachus by fraudulent wozkyng 
His ſonne in lawe Antipater thus flough, 
Falſe couetiſe was cauſe of all this thing; 
And Demetrius toke on him to be kyng 
Of Macedone, remembꝛed tyme and date 
Whan both bzethzen were paſſed into fate. 


Duryng this murder s all this moztal ſtrife, 
In this pꝛoces like as it is founde, 

Ok Antipater Erudice the wyke 

Daughter of Elenchus was in chains boũde. 
Caſt in pꝛyſon, darke, hydous, and pzofound: 
And foz a whyle J leaue her there loiourne, 
And to Demetrius J wyll agapne returne, 


Which made him ſel fe to be crowned kyng, 
Df Yacedone,thzough his great puillaunce, 
But to deſtroy his purpoſe in wozkyng 
There were thꝛe pꝛinces notable in ſubſtatice 
Conkederate and of allpaunce, 

Echone allented toz Gozt concluſion, 

To bzyng Demetrius to deſtruction, 


| Tholome 
Kyng of Egypt, in armes full famoug, 
Other twapne, the tozy pe map le 

Called Seleuchus, and next Liſpmachug, 
And of Cypze came the kyng 1 
Loꝛzde of Þzauynce as it is eke founde, 
They made the ſtrong Demetrius to cofoid, 


Sbozt with their appar 

ripe dey dads cen YN 
Came ppon with four ſtrong battaples, 
That he was neuer lo ouerlct in . 


Take of Luymachus, the ſtoꝛy doth dilcryue: 
C in pzyſon,of his life in dout, 
Fox J not finde that euer he iſſued out. 


The. cbii. chapter. 
¶ Ol the two pzefectes Perdicas and 
Imintas, | 


Ext inozder Perdicas did appere 
Whilom pzefect of great Babilon, 
And w him came Amintas eke pfere 
An other pzekect as made is mencion, 

Whiche Bactry had in his —.— 

A great pꝛouince youe him by judgement 
Ide of Alia towarde the occident. . 


Theſe ſayd twapne foz their wazthines 
And foztheir manhode in actes marciall, 
Aſſigned were by diligent buſines, 

To wapte and kepe in eſpeciall 

Upon the maieſtye in his eſtate royall 
Of Alexander,foz truſt as chamberlapns, 
Igayn the allault  dzede of all fozayns, 


After whoſe death foz ſinguler guerdone 
Made pzekect bothe they were in dede, 

As pe haue heard that one in Babilone 

The other in Bactry the ſtoꝛy ye map rede, 
pet in quiete they might hem not luccede, 
Foz Seleuchus gan a warre ayen the make, 
That they wer fayn their lozdchips to fozlake 


CThe.xvii.Chapter. 


j&Powe Dandzocottus bozne of lowe 
* 8 and 
ues. 


= (Ther peekectes there were alſo J 
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Ill his beheſto2 made with a fapꝛt vylage. 
— — * 


Thus whana wꝛetche is ſet in high eſtate, 

Teer ee bar int 
lo 

None ſo [ ,no2 n 

Uoyde ol d jon, merep, and pitie: 

Foz churlyche bloude felde dothe recure; 

To be gentle, by wap of his nature. 


He map diſſimule and fox a tyme fayne, 

Counterfayte with a fayze vyſage, 

i og 
ontrarp of L | 

Styll ofhys — 1 patlages 

Under floures lyke a ſerpent dare, 

Till he map pnge,#® than will not (pare; 


And enerlike of his condicton® 
Vas Sandzocotcus ſet vp 7 bye eſtate, 
Uered people, and troubled regions, 
Det cities and townes at great debate: 
LOhoſe gouernaunce was infoztunate, 
As it was (ene and founde at all pzenes, 
Cheriſhed no man, but robbers # theues; 


And to declare how he caught hardines: 
And occaſion people to gouerue, 

By a pzonoſtike whiche J Gall expꝛeſſe, 
Ryght marueyloug & bncouthe to dilcerne, 
Whiche was this, as J Mall tell as yerne: 
Right wonderful g vacouth foz to heare, 
Ind it was this, it pe lyſt to lere. 


There was a man called Pzocatales 
Bozne in Inde, whiche of his liu ag 

Was wonders poze,came but lelde in pzees, 
Becauly ho hadierpaoeh moor tiog 
Agapne Uenidzus,s was that time king: 


Comaundpyng to ſlea hym ano! 
But he elca the oe rd 63 ls. 


Sod had geuen him of fete ſwyftnes, 


By meane whero he (aued him fro daungere, 
T long travayle fyll in weryneg, 
And r eedhimbeſidea wel clere, 
He lap ſlepyng that face and all his chert 
D30pped of ſwette,a lyon came fozeby, 
Andlicked hys face as laytz the der. 
With whiche affrap the man anone awoke, 
And ſodaynly lyft vp his vyſage, 


e lyon role (oftip and the way toke 
* * ** Coward 


Towarde the fozeſt, did him no domage, 
Idꝛgate his telneſſe and his cruell rage: 
Ot whiche pzonoltyke gan the occalton, 
LUherof Sandzocottus toke an opinion 


Caſt and thought in his fantaſy, 

Syth that the Lyou is beaſt moſt royall 
Whiche not diſdayned him lelte to apply 
To licke the face of a man rurall, 

In his nature to ewe him bea ſtiall, 
De dempt well that it was littyng 

To take on hym the eſtate ofa byng. 


His opinion of reaſon was right nought, 
Foz where the Lyon left his crueltie, 

Ye coutrary wext.,pzoud in hert and thought, 
UoyDe of mercy,barrayne of pitie, 

Fo: whan that he was ſet in dignitie, 
Bꝛought from a wꝛetche to domination, 
Agayne natute he played the lyon. 


Sunttime a lpon foꝛgetteth all felneſſe, 
Where ag a wouite wyll naturally deuour, 
So ropall bloude hath ruthe by gentlenes, 
On poze playnutes,to helpe the c ſuccour, 
Where as atpzant dothe naturally labour 
Wyan he yath power catchyng auauntage, 
To robbe lubiectes aud ſpoyle the by pillage. 


Sandꝛocottus thus bozae oflowe kynrede 
In hye eſtate by foztune whan he ſtode, 
Gan make him ſtronge + vengeable in dede, 
With number ofrobbers, furious, and wode, 
Caſt him to deſtroy all the gentle bloude 
That was in Inde, and by his ozdinaunce, 
To flea al the pzefectes that had gouernagce, 


And w the comong when he was made ſtrog 
Ind gan the maner of their death deuile, 
Like a falſe tyꝛant although he did wꝛong 
Agapne his lozdes whan he gan aryſe, 

An Oliphant came in full vncouth wile, 
Him obeyed which was a great wonder, 
Whan their battapis were not farre aſunder, 


Though he was wild (the ſtoꝛy ſaith þ (ame) 
Sandꝛocottus lept vpon his ſyde, 

Ind on hys backe as on a beaſt tame 
Toward the battaple anone he gan to ryde, 
Was their captapne that dap and their gyde 
With his robbers, as it is made mynde, 
Slew al the pꝛelectes # geile bloud of Inde. 
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Show Seleuchus the myghty * was 
ſlaine by the _ Tholome kyiig 
of Egypt. \ 


hen came-Seleuchus to Bochag 
*©| complaynyng, 

A myghtye P2Pnce and a manlye 
a=! knyght ee 

Sonne of Antiochus the famous kyng. 
Was moſt fauoured in Mexkanders ſyght, 
Wyiche Seleuchus foz wildome x fo: might, 
B oꝛne of a pzynces the ttonicle ye may lene, 
Called Leodice the great famous quene. 


The byꝛth ol him ſtratinge# marueplong, 
Foz his mother vpon the lame nyght 

That che cõceyued, dꝛempt, a thought thus 
As it ſemed plapnely in her ſight, _ 

Of great xppollo the heufly god moſt bꝛight 
How lhe the tyme of her conceyuynge 
Kecepued that night, ol golde a riche ryng, 


In whyche rynge was ſet a pzecions ſtone 
p eue vnto her foꝛ a great guerdon, 
Graue wan anker, her comaunding anone 
After the byzthe without dylacion, 

To yeue the rynge of whole affection 

To Seleuchus,wherby in eſpeciall, 

He ould excell in actes marciall. 


Theſame moꝛow after the childe was boꝛne, 
Within her bed was founde a riche ryng 
Wyth all the tokens rehearſed here tofozne, 
The anker graue like in every thing 

Wyiche that the quene toke in her kepyng: 
And of entent foz her auauntage, 

Kept it ſecrete tyll he tame to age. 


Inother maruaple fyll alſo withall, 

This Seleuchus, which was a woder thing 
Had enpzynted eke in ſpectall | 

Upon hys thygh, an anker and a ryng: 

So had all by recozde of wzityng, 

Suche carectes the (tozy doth determyne, 
That after him were bozne of that lyne. 


When Seleuchus as made is mencion, 
The tender yeres had of his age ronne, 

Ind came to peres of dilcrecion, 

He by this rynge ful many land hath wonne: 
Whoſe knightip fame chone chene as þ lonne, 
He well aduiſed, hardy, of great myght, 
Time of Alexander hold one the belt knight, 


n warre and armes he his time hath ſpent 
Sought all Jade to ſubiection, , 
Gate all the kingdomes nye ofthe Ozient, 
Helde them longe in his poſſeſſion: 

But here alas Bochas maketh mencion 
All his victozies that did in honour chyne, 
With (odainechaunge were turned to ruyne, 


Foz whan Seleuchug was moſt byctozioug, 
Had all Inde conquered in ſubſtaunce, 
Atwene him and king Liſpmachus 

Of whom tokoze is made remembzaunce, 
Began a warte anda great diſtaunce: 
And as they met with their apparayles, 
In a great felde ozdeyned their battayles, 


On Liſymachus fyll the diſconfiture, 
YOherof Seleuchus glad in elpeciall 
Dempt his winnyng came not ofnature, 
But by influence very celeſtiall: 

Gan ware pꝛoude in his eſtate royall, 
Not ſuppoſing in his victozious (tall, 
Ok his miſcheues that Gould after fall. 


Foꝛ as the pꝛoceſſe declareth vnto vs, 
How of Egypt the great Tholome 
Bother in lawe to Lyſimachus, 

Fyll on Seleuchus by full great cruelte, 
Slew him at milchele the ſtozy ye may le, 
Loſte his lyfe as made is mencion, 

In Macedoyne, the mighty region. 


And it is know of antiquitee 

By rehearlaple of the olde auctours, 

(That this foꝛeſayd great Tholome 

Wag to Alexander one of the enheritours, 
Kyng of Egypt there raignyng in his flours, 
After whole name deſcedyng downe by grees 
Were all the kinges called Tholomees. 


As J fynde touchyng his lynage, 

The 7 ——— _ gage 
he firſt o n 
Jnamed was Ceraunius Cholome, 
Hext Phlladelphus, a daughter Yreynoe .:. 
That wedded was by der coſentyng 
To Liſymachus of Matedon kyng, E 


The.rxChapter, | 
Howe the two lonnes of Quene Arepnoe: 


were by theix mothers etfraps 
terouſiye dayne, and e 
erpled. 
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Nd thus remembꝛed in bokes olde 

— of Seleuchus wzought by Tho⸗ 
3 

Unwarely ſlapne tofoze as J haue tolde, 

Next in oꝛder came Yrcynoe 

To John Bochas, by great aduerſite, 

Ill with teares bedewed her ＋ | 

And gancoplayne the cöõſtraynt of her rage; 

This mighty quene the (ayd Jrcynoe 

Had ſonnes twaine, full famous of renoun, 

The tone Liſymachus excelling ofbeautpe; 

That other Philip, as made is mencion: 

And her iope and dilettation | 

n wozldlp bliſſe there is no moꝛe to ſayne 

as holy ſet vpon thele childzen twapne. 


Foz by the occaſion of their great fayzeneg 
Men delited greatly them to ſe, 

Namely women the ſtoꝛy dothe expzeſſe, 
And theit mother thts quene Frcynoe 
Stode in great hope that they ould be 
Mighty kynges by uſt ſucceſſion, 
In Wacedony the mighty region 


Onely by the title of their fathers ryght: 
Whiche to her hart gaue full great gladnes, 
Foz che dempt that none other wight 

To luctede Would haue no entreſſe. 

But Foꝛtune the blynde falſe goddeſſe 
Dilpoled ſo foz her childzen twayne, 

That none of the their purpoſe Gold attayne. 


Foz whi their father Lilimachus was llaine 
The ſayd quene called Areinoe 

To iaue her iyfecoulde none other gapne 
But with her ſonnes fearfully to lle 

Into Caſſander a mighty dronge citee: 
Onelp foz dzede of one Antigonus, 

Whiche the purſued, the ſtozy telleth thug, 


But the bzather of quene Attynoe 
LEN 
Pet in his hart he had great enuy 
Ilbe thatthepwerenereofoucalye, 
That ber two ſonnes Gould | be 


Of Wacrberne, and raygne in that countre; 


Fox he was ſetonely of couerile 
To be crovoned in Macedopne 15085 
And ol his falie trea lou * 


1 Mo 


He 


He made pꝛomile vnder greatſurete, 
In Macedoyne che ould crovoned be, 


And her childꝛen lo fayze of their vylage 
Should be kept vnder gouernaunce, 

Unto time thatthep came to age: 

And foz to put her in moꝛe aſſuraunce 
Ceraunius ſwoze, god geue him ſozy chaunce 
He purpoſed foz all his falſe wozkyng, 

To crowne her quene # make her (ones king. 


Toke all the gods therunto witnes 

And ſwoze agayne with a plaine vyſage 
Unto the quene,of fraude and doublenes, 
His purpoſe was to haue her in mariage, 
Crowne her quene toher great aduauntage, 
Thus he (woze all be he was her bzother, 
pet in hart god wot he thought another, 


Under colour ofthis aſſuraunce 

She let him enter Callandꝛe the cite, 

Came again him to do him moe plealaunce 
With all her loꝛdes ok hye and lowe degre: 
Made the ſtretes hanged foz to be 

With clothes of golde,# in lolemne wile 

To all their goddes ſhe did ſacritiſe, 


And thus he was receyued ſolemnelp, 
The day was halo wed and holde fea ſtiual, 
The quene foz iope oꝛdeyned rychely 

Her two ſonnes that were fo faite in all 
C6 be crowned with crownes full ropall, 
Go afoze her in the maiſter ſtrete, 
Gloziouſiy their vnele ko2 to mete. 


With felonous hart vnder afrendlp fate, 
This Ceraunius tote of all treaſon 
Gan his coſy1Sbeniigly eib2ace; 

Him purpoſyng by falſe colluſfon - 

To piocede to their deſtruction? :- 
And fynally fyzſt he did his payne, 


The quene texxlie, x fea her chyldaen twapne. 


Nini. 


But 62 this tren ton was bz. 
Whan the queaneappercetued his fi 
And ſaw her dꝛought to müchelfe, 
he comured hamm het moztall viſtrefſe | _ 
o haue pitie, ot naturalt geutilues: | 
Spare his colins afoꝛe him where they ſtode 
Ok ropall mere do tte voz olher vd. 
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Seing her lonnes bleadyng w many woide: 
But all foz nought there was no inercy toũd, 
Foz with their bloud. this tozy is not fayncy 
Her garment was dolefully diſtayned. 


Her face fayze was foyled with ozdure, 
Her golden heere was all to tozne rent, 
Ind like a thꝛall this wofull creature 

With moꝛtall wepyng had her ſight blent: 
And after that J fynde how che was ſent 
To bury her childzen,foz there was no ſpace, 
Into an ple called Damothzace, | 


Js any ſtoꝛy whiche makethmencion 
That a pzynceſle of ſo hye degre 

Founde lo great cauſe oflamentacion, 
She beyng daughter to great Tholome, 
Der childzen ſlayne by vengeable crueltie, 
And to beholde the death moſt dolozoug, 
Ot her hulbande called Liſymachug: 


She after baniſhed in exyle made her ende, 
w ſoꝛowtłul cõplaynt her life thug dzaw alog. 
Tyllinto fate her ſpirite did wende: 

It is nodzedeher pay nes were full ſtronge, 
And if J choulde rehearte all the wzonge 
Chat che ſuffred it woulde greue me to loze, 
Thertoze ot het now J wzite no moe. 


C Lennop, 


CN Dis tragedy cheweth an apparence, 
Anda lykeneſle of faythfull aſſuraunce 

Exeytemeu to peue falſe credence 

Unto Foztunes falle variaunce, 

Which caQt yer baytes a angles of pleaſaunce 

In hoke hid vnder of vengeable crueltie, 


As this chapiter put in remembzaunce, 

Of Laſymachus and of Arcpnoe. 

Is there anpgreater etidence 
Of woꝛldiy trouble oz woaldiy conſtaunte, 
Than to ſepzpnees from their magnificence 
And from their mighty. ropall puiſſaunes 


Un warely bzought by foztung to 1 


- Adodouerwhelmedifroareir cranquilit 


Se here amyzroz fullnotablein lubſtaunce, 


"> OfLiſymachug and quene Arcynoe, 


Theryng,the anker of great ercellence | 
Nene. do Helenthus foz marriall ſuſfiſaunte, 
Phan Yppolſo vyheauenty ioftuence /--. 
Ly with des mother make his alyaunce: 
Dent hi thele relikes of linguler ——— 
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To let his manhode in moze ſurete, _ 
But in al ſuch quaueryng acquayntauce 
Thinke on Lilunachus and Trcinoe, 


The vncouth trealour the gold, ne the diſpece 
Ok them that haue this woꝛld in gouernaũte, 
Noz al the ſabiectes vp rekened in ſentence, 
No2 al the regions vader their obeyſaunce, 
P2inces pꝛintelles with al their attendaunce 
May agapne foztune peue them no Ipbertie, 
Who not knoweth her vnſure gery chaunce 
Thinke on Lilimachus and Arcinoe, 


er chyld:en a he llayne by biolence ; - 
Of e him ſozy chaunce, 
That by falſe coloure dyd her reuerence 
And pꝛetended a maner obleritaunce, 
The trelon clole of venomous puruepaunce, 
Purpoled afoze to outrap them all tet 
The chyldꝛẽ (layne which knevo no cheuilice, 
Che mother exiled called Arcinoe. 


Noble pzinces beware, oł hie pzudence -- 
Imonge your lelfe that there be no diſtaunce, 
Hyde no tantoure ofhateful vyolence 

Under a curtayne of double daliaunce, 

Lyke your hert che we out your countenaũte, 
Uoide ofdiſſimulinge and duplicitie: 
LOylely way this chapter in balaunce, 

Of Lylimachus and quene Arcinoe. 


The.xxi.chaptter. 


Chow Ceramius of Macedoyne kyng that 
murd2ed his coſing,was flayne in ba- 
taile by them of Fraunce, 


Ihe Noble Poete Jhon Bochas, in 
Eis bone 

1 Procedyng koꝛth coplaineth of pite, 
Dith quaking hande whan he his 
pen toke, | 

Ind gan to wit the wolul deſteny 

Is pe haue herde of quene Arcinoe, 

And how Ceramius the ſtozy maketh minde, 
Was to her falſe,traytour,and vnhynde. 


Of whole treaſon is made a great pzocelle, 
And howe he after was ſlayne inbataple, 
Puniched by vengeaunce foz his falſeneſſe, 
Lyke as his ſtozy maketh teherſaple: ;; 
YObych to remembze J caſt me not tofaple, 
Folowpng mine auctour @ pꝛocede in waiting 
Howe Ceramius was llayne,beynge kinge; 


Foz whyle that ye br his falſe tnozayng;.. - ./ 
Jn MW acedoyne had the gouernayle, 
Thze hidzed, M. actompted by wgitynge - 
Went out of Fraunce to conquere "As 
The hoſt departed in many dronge batayle,. 
Gate by conqueſt though theyz yye renoune- 


Ful man a pzouinee,and man a tegon. 


And as they tode many a gret toũtte 
This people of Gaule in ſtele armed clene, 
They founded eatels a many ſtronge cytie, 
Towarde Rome they bylded Mylan a Sene 
Upon the Alpes theit armour chone ful Gene 
Ind ſome of them vy to Rome went 

By very fotce, and the citye bent. 

Some parted bp ta the grekyſhe ſe, 
Hada tuſtome to cheſe their dwellynge place 
By Augurie, as es dydite;. 
Folowpnge their llyght they gan after trace, 
Holdynge their way within a lytell ſpace 
With myghty hand, the boke doth ſpecify, 
(They came to a countrey called Pannony, 


This folk of Gaulle, whych is called Fraſice, 
To conquere landes put them ſelfe in pꝛees, 
As molt notable people of puiſſaunce, | 
Folowyngeþ eriple of their knightly encreſe 
n they2 ridynge,of wozthy Hercules, 
hich was wozlhipped in their actes mercial 
Lyke as a god, and called immoztall; 


Thꝛough grace of foꝛtune in their chiualryes 
Conquered countreys alwape fozth rydynge 


Them lelſe departynge in diuers companyes 


Who them withſt ode they coſumed by bꝛenig: 
Came to Macedone where Ceramius was 
Ok pꝛeſũptiõ wening it chuld auayle, (king 
Out of ozdinaunce he met them in battaple, 


This Ceramius of outrage and of pꝛide 
Dempt htm able tomete with the of Fraũte, 
But foꝛ he was though murdze an homicide 
He lacked grace, and power in lubſtaunte: 
Pet they of Gaule by pꝛudent golernaunce 
Offred vnto hym,though he was retcheles, 
With Macedonoys foz totreate of pees; 


But foꝛ pꝛeſumpcion and melancoly 
Agaynſt his enemies he the felde hath take, 
And diſcomfited anone was his party, 
Dis men gan lie, and haue their lozd tozlake., 
Dys heed ſmyt of and ſet bpon a take: 


But al his milcheke was tolyte in dede 


To 


. 


To rec6pence his fraude and his fallhede, 


There is nopaine againe ſo great offence 
Map be deutſed in no boke that men rede, 
Equiualent murder to recompence, 

Duely to punyche (o outragious a dede, 
Ot him that made yongechtldzen blede: 
As did Ceramius, whiche of falſe couetile 
His colyng lough as pe haue heard deuile, 


Co thinke on murder it is to foule a thing, 
To god andi man hateftuli and terible, 
The internal ttaude, the deuillyche copaſſing 
To eche creatute ot nature ig odible: 
Whiche to redzeſle is au i 


O curſed Ceramius Jleaue thy ſtozy here, 
Thy name no moꝛe thal blot my papete. 


Che. xxii. Chapiter 


Joho the pꝛyntce Belgſus was dil⸗ 
confited, and bzought to 
nought. 


Fter this tyzaunte as pe haue hearde 
the caas | 
Slapue in battaple, this traptour odious, 
Anone in oꝛder came to John Bochas 
A mighty pꝛynce, called Belgius, 
Deadlp, pale, with face furious: 
Whiche coplayned amonge this wokull pzees 
Dis diſconfituredone by quene Soſtenes, 


This lodayn miſchefe greued his hart loze, 
Fo2 all the folke that were in his battayle 
Were put to flyght, Bochas wziteth no moze 
Okt his knighthode noz of his apparatle, 
Saue onely this, he maketh rehearſaile 

Of the Frenche hoſt he telleth in certaine, 
How he was cholen foz a chefe captapne. 


And how he came into the riche lande 

Of Matedopne with his people of Fraunce, 
Tyll Soſtenes the quene  myghty hande 
Diſconfited him, c bzought to miſchaunce: 
Of who J finde none other remembzaunce 
Saue whanhe wende to be moſt glozioug, 
He was outrayed by fozce of Bzennus, 


$I The.xxtli.chapter, 


C How duke Bꝛennus delityng to robbe 
and ſteale —— 
| | 8 | 


The kourth boke. 


7 is Bꝛennus fullknyght , 
Ow, nus nyghtlye in woz 


3 . 
which bycõqueſt gate many great citie 
And as J readeof Danes he was byng, 
Dilptoyled regions, #many a great cofitrie, 
Robbed people of hye and [owe degre, 
Spared no goddes, but by vyolence 
Toke their treaſures, did them no reverence, 


There was a temple great and marueyloug, 
Built on a roche and on an hyll of tone, 
Sacred to Ippollo, called Delphicas 
In all Grete ſo great a god was noue; 
And okt lythe the people woulde gone 
Up to a Cheatre, whiche that ſtode wythout, 
To haue anlwere of g they ſtode in doubt. 


Their truft #hope was fo} god applyed, 


Haupng to hym ſinguler affection, 


As though he might haue holpe d magnified, 
And done to them great conſolation: 


Foz by a ſpirpte of falſe deception 


He gaue anſwere of ſundzy queſtions, 
To kolke that came from diuers regions. 


Kyng Bꝛennus had no fantaſy 

In their temples after their panym gyle, 
Neither to wozſhip noz tomagnifky 
Their Grekyth goddes, to do the lacrifile: 
Foz in his hart he gan them to deſpyſe, 
Caught a ioy wyth all his falſe robbourg, 
Them to diſpoyle d robbe of their treaſours, 


Behyght his men a (ayd in playne langage 
That his deſpze and hys entencion 
Was, to be boty with them of ſuch pyllage, 
As Goddes had in their poſſeſſion; 

And part with the foꝛ ſinguler guerdon, 
Foz their labour and great trauaples, 
That they had had wyth hun in battayles, 


He gaue his people a maner hardines, 
Made them truſt in great multitude, 
Hauyng deſpyte of the innocent lymplenes 
Ok his enemies, becaule they were but rude, 
meane tho folke choꝛtip to conclude, 
hiche had in kepyng the iewels pꝛecious 
Ok great Appollo, called Delphicus. 


Che people alſo whiche was with Bꝛennus 
Had day d2onke myghty wpnes, 

To fyll their paũches they were ſo deſyzous 
8 fozgate their marciall doctrines: 
Co aſced þ moũtapne feble were their =_ 


Their heades totter, a their bꝛaine gan faile, 
The tempie aloft to ſpople oz to aſſaple. 


In their aſſending by wayes that they chees, 
Upon the roche they were beat doune, 
Pꝛieſtes of the temple put the ſelues tn pzceg 
One bare a ſtandard,another a 
Clad in cheſibles foz hye deuocion, 

And with their other vncouth apparaples, 
Bothe on the roche a lowe in their battaples, 


The people of Bzennus was incomperable, 
Spied all the felde the ſtozy beareth witnes, 
But it is layd ofolde and is no fable, 

(That no defence is in dꝛonkennes, 

Ind wild ome fapleth where is greate exceſſe 
And in a feldeplaynly to conclude, 
Uictoꝛy alwapes ſtandeth not in multitude. 


Foz they were (et as Bochas dothe deuile, 
Not to knighthode but to falle — * 
To (poyle and robbe by gredy co > 
And ſtuffe their lomters with great pillage, 
Furious rauine hath bzought thẽ in a rage, 
Jad farewell knighthode # marciall nobleſſe, 
Where couetile is lady and maiſtreſſe, 


Two mighty dukes were with Bzennug 
Whiche that were chefe ok his counſaple, 
Euridanus that one, that other Theſſalonug, 
Which, as they thought to their great auatle, 
Began a pur pole, and it was diſauaple 

To robbe the people, the countrey,# ech toun, 
Whiche turned after to their conkulion. 


Thus auarice  ſtomake vnſtaiicheable 
Hath ſtrãgled Þ power of many a wozthy kni- 
Ind couetiſe her ſiſter vatretable (ght 
Hath ol high nobles full oft qua int the lyght, 
Wher Tãtalus raigneth a lion hath no might 
This to meane honger and couetouſnes 
Turneth all nobles into cowardnes, 


Foz by the counſayle of theſe dukes twayne, 
Bꝛennus let all his opinion 

To ſpoyle and robbe, dyd his buſy payne 

To pyll the cities of all that region: 

But in this while as made is mencion, 

Wyd their battayles Bochas dothe me lere. 
The God Appollo and Pallas did appere. 


Ippollo firſt Gewed his pzeſence | 
Freche, ponge, a luſty, as any ſunne chene, 
Armed all with golde, a with great bpolente 


of John Bochas 


Leaf.cxiti, 


Entred the felde as it was wellſene: _ 
And Diana came with her arowes kene, 
And Wynerua in a bzight haberion, 

in their cominge made a terible loun 


The nople was herd of their bzight armure, 
Which made their enemyes almoſt to raue, 
That they might afoze them not endure: 
Fled the felde foz dzede them ſelife toſaue; 
And there was herde an hidous erthquaue: 
Ind from heauen in this moztal bataple 
Ok colde conſtreyning, great ſtones do haple, 


Their aduerſaries beate downe # grounded, 
And afoze them durſt not abide, | 

And Bzennus ſo moztally was wounded 
Both bzeſt & heed a hurt thzough eyther (yde: 
Lo here the ende of couetiſe and pꝛide, 

Foz Bꝛennus fozconſtraynt of his ſmert, 
Roue with a dagger him elfe to the herte. 


This was his ende begeable a merueploug, 
And his dukes ſlayne both twayne: 

Called Euridanus and Theſſalonus, 

The grekich goddes gan at him (o dildapne, 
Ok lacrilege le here the greuous payne: 

Foz to goddes voho lyſt do no obſeruaunte, 
Shall vawarly be puniched wyth vigeacices 


It is not hollome with goddes to play, 

Noz their puiſſaunce pzeſiiptoully to attame, 
Foz where as they by vengeaũte lyſt werray 
who lyſt aſſay (hall fynde it no game: 

Foz his p2eſcipcion Bzennus founde the lame, 
Fo: Appollo, Diana, and Pynerue 

Foz his outrage vnwarly made hym ſter ue. 


2 Lenuope. 


His tragedy declareth who lyſt here 
Ok duke Bzennus many great bataple, 
His extozte conqueſt and holy the manet 
Howe by fozce he rode thzough al Itaple: 
Ifter how he the N omayns dyd aſſaile, 
His fall in Grete by vengeable violence, 
Foz he to goddes would do no reuerence. 


(Toke al the treaſours a iuels molt entere 
Out of their temples, and richeſt apparaple, 
Golde and perle,and al that yfere 

To his encreaſe whych that myght auaple: 


Che rich he robbed,oppzeſſed the pozaple, 

Ok verye pompe and frowarde inlolence, 

And lyſt to goddes do no 8 
di. 


This 


The fourth boke. 
'This mighty tiraũt molt lurquedous of chere 


LOith coũetyſe bꝛent in hys entrayle 

Whole gredy fret ther might no meſure ere, 
Tyll that foztune at miſchefe dyd hym fayle: 
He lacked might her variant whele to nayle, 
Agapne whole fall there was no reliſtence, 

Foz he to goddes lyſt do no reuerence, 


Noble p2ynees conceyue and do lere 

The fall of Bzennus foz milgouernaple, 
And pzudently payſyng thys matere 

Uertue is ſtrõget than outher plate oz maile. 
Afoze conſidzed what Bzennus doth coũlaple 
Chefe pꝛeſeruatyte ot pour magnificence, 

Is to god to do Due reuerence. 


The. xxiiii. Chapter. 


Howe Pyzrus kynge of Pypꝛothe lyſt nat 
lyue in peate, but ot pꝛyde and pꝛeſum⸗ 
ption in warre, came vnto mil⸗ 
chaunte. 


g Bochas boke next folowig on þ rig 
Came pong Pirtus ſonne of Eacides 
Bone bydiſcent to reigne # be kyng, 

And toenherite the lande of Pyzothes: 

Pet in his youth and his tender encrees 

The trowarde peopledwellynge in Þ place, 
Without his gylte gan his dethe purchace, 


But to pꝛelerue hyin as made is mencion 
He was committed and take in kepyng 
Cectayneyeres fo2 hys (auacion 

To one Glaucus.,of Jilirie king: 5 
Whole wife was coſyn,by recozd of wziting, 
To the ſayde famous Eacides, 

And che in ſtoꝛzp called Beronices, 


He npe of blode to thys noble queene, 

Bothe twapne bozne of one lynage, 

Wonder aracious to all that did him (ene, 
And well fauoured of fetures and viſage: 
And in the whyle of his tender age, 

One Caſſander of Macedone kyng, 
Compaſſed his deth by ſubtel falſe wozkyng, 


And his purpoſe foꝛ to bꝛyng aboute 

He lent foꝛ hym by falſe colluſion, 
Puttyng Glaucus playniye out ok doute 
But yt he tame lyke hys entencion, 

He wolde wotke to hys deſtruction: 
Gather people bothe nye and farre 


And on Glaucug,gyn a moztall-warre, 


But kyng Glaucus toke herof no hede, 
Hauyng to Pyꝛtrus ſo great altectivh;;-. 
Ol him recepued vereiyin dede 
To be his {onne by adoption, 
Purpolpng of whole entencion 


- 


To make Pyz2rus platnly it he man, 


: 


Co be his heyze and raigne altes dis dar. 
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Ppꝛrus alway bpgrowyng by encrees 
Full amiable bothe ot chere and face, 
And in this while the people of Þyzothes 
Knowyng that he Rode in Glaucus grace 
Chaungedtheir hartes, caſt the in Gozt ſpace 
Foz to reſtoze all of one courage, 
The ſayd Ppzrus to his heritage. 


Thus by aſſent he was crowned kyng, 
Ponge. freche, and luſty,# ſemelytherwithal, 
Wonders well thewed in his bpgrowyng, 
Like his iynage of courage wert ropall: 
The whiche was cauſe in eſpeciall, 

He was beloued offrendes about, 

And of his enemyes greatly had in doubt. 


The name of him gan to ſpꝛede farre 
Thꝛougy ali Grece about in eche countrep, 
The lande of Tarent gan in his tyme warre 
Agayne the Romapnes as ye mapſe, 

K equiryng Pyꝛrus that he woulde be 
Fauourable and heipyng ofentent, 

To the party of them of Tarent, 
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To their requeſt he can condiſcende, 

And of purpole caſt him not to fayle., 

It that foztune woulde him grace ſende 
With myghty hande, a marciall apparayle, 
Foz to be loꝛ de and conquere all Itaple, 
As did his vncle whilom doubttes, 

Kyag Alexander, called Epirothes. 


Firſt he began his conqueſt in Itaple 
Coward Heracipe a mighty great citie, 
Where with Bzennus he had a great battaile 
Conſull of Rome and lozde of that countrye; 
And to the encreale of his felicitie, 

As it is remembzed in his ſtozp, 

Upon Romapns he gate that victozy. 


(The Olyphantes with caſtels on their backe 
Cauſed Pyꝛtus the yong manly knyght 

With his wildome wherin there was no lack 
To put his enemies that dap to flyght: * 


of John Bochas 


Ind in this while it happened fozthright 
Tye Sicilians (Bochas beareth recozd2) 
Amonge them lelues were fall at dilcoꝛde. 


There was atwene them great diuilion 
Eche to other contrary in wozkyng, 

But to rekozme their falle diſcention 
They pꝛaied Pyzrus to come, ⁊ be thetr king 
To whole requelt he fully aſſentyng 
Bythem made ſtronge, lyſt not to Leferre 
Againſt the Romayns foz to gyn a warre, 


Belide a caſtelcalled Eſculug 
Within Poyl his banner he gan (play, 

The lame day not happy noz eurous . 
Contrarious foztune his power gan affray, 
Wotided to the death gan greatly him dilmay 
By whiche occaſion this Pyꝛrus anone right 
Lept on his courler;and toke him to flyght. 


J ſonne he had called Helenus, 

Boꝛue of the daughter of kyng Agathocles 
Who he ozdepned mine auctoz telleth thus, 
Foz to be crowned to his great encrees, 
Of Siciliens to raygne there in pees: 
Wenpng therby to haue had auauntage, 
And in this while came to him a meſſage 


Out of Tarent, whiche ode in auenture 
Fo: his ablence out of that region, 

It ye not came they might not endure, 
Againe the power of them of Rome toun, 
Whiche of aſſent were diſcended dovne 
Agaynſt them, they ſtandyng in diſpayze, 
Saue in abydyng bpon his repapze. 


Ppꝛtus this while ſtode in full hard poynt, 
Wart abaſhed and dull in his cozage, 
Atwene t wayne hangyng in diſioynte: 
Werreped of Romayns, hated in Cartage, 
Had a battaile to his fynall domage, 
Within a felde called Jruſius, 

There put to fiyghyt by one Fabziciug. 


Deſtitute by Foztune and appayzed, 
Uoyde of luccour, barrayne of rycheſle, 
Like a man of hope Dilpayzed- 

Towarde Epyzein haſte he gan him dzeſſe, 
Where he was firft, his lozy doth ex pꝛeſſe, 
Is ye haue heard rehearced by wzityng 
By lucteſſion whilom lozde and kyng, 


But whan be tame to Epyzethe titie, 
He gan oknem agaynſt Antigonus 


Leaf.criilt; 


Kkyngof Macedopne, a full ſtronge countric; 
Hym to werrep,he was ſo delierous: | 
And by conqueſt the Rozy telleth thus, 
Within a while there was no great lettyng, 
By helpe of Foztune he was crowned kyng+ 


Not ſeuen monethes raignyng in quiete, 

By Liſyinachus maugre all his might 

He was put downe, a remoued from his ſete: 
pet of pꝛeſũption though there was no right, 
He toke on him to gyn a newe fyght 

Gapne Lacedemonots, # felly them werrey, 
Onely becaule they would him not obey; 


Whole pzeſumption whan they behelde 
Bothe of pꝛudence and policy 

IDomen were armed, to make a large felde, 
With multitude to oppꝛeſſe his party, 
Foꝛ cõmon pꝛofite put them in icoparty: 
And fynally ſuche was their oꝛdyhaunce, 
That Pyzrus was bzought to miſchaunte. 


His ſonne there ſlapne called Tholome, 
And many other loſt there their liues, 

And foz all that ofpzide and crueltie 

He gan a warte agayne the Irgpues, 

And at the ende of his moztall ſtriues, 

Foz concluſion, this was his laſt fall, 
Slaine w a ſtone as he came to their wall. 


His head ſmit of in the ſame place, 

And therof made an oblacion 

To Antygonus, fo a great ſolace: 
Thus lyſt foztune quite his pꝛelumption, 
After his warres with many region: 

Lo here the ende of folkes retchleg, 

That folowed war re, æ liſt not line in pees. 


C The. xxv. Chapter. 

Show the tyzat Atiſtotimus by trecheroug 
wozking,(et alide the right line and was 
crowned kyng of Epirothes and 

after ſlayne. 


Ozthe pzoceadpng folowyng John 
©0114 wil reherce in ful p 

wil reherce in ful playne lagage 
bow Yriſtotim a ty2itcthis 1 
Caſt and compaſſed by full great outrage, 
(Pauyng no title ofright noz heritage) 
Ok Epyzothes by trecherdus wozkyn 
Uoydyng the line, there to be crowned kyng, 


Liupng two childzen the oyyrellehthus, 


tit, 
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Bozne 


Boꝛne by diſcent to raygne in that citee, 
The eldeſt of them called was Pyttrus, 
And the ſeconde named Tyolome: 

And bothe twayne by the cruelte 

Of Xritotym, were falſely ſet aſide, 


He made kyng this tyzant thzoughhis pꝛyde. 


And while that he thus gan occupy 

LLyke a tyzant cruell and vengeable, 

Ol kalſe rancour and melancoly 

Slewe all thecitizyns Þ were moſt notable, 
And eryledcthis ſtozy is no fable) 

O nel of malice within his hart cloſe, 

All that were contrary vntohis purpole, 


Unto the women by fraudulent ſentence, 
He made oꝛdayne after that anone 

Ok fained pitie, gaue to them lytence 

To their frendes frely foz to gone 

With their riches ,but they were euerychone 
By his biddyng and by his falſe treaſon, 
Take by the wap, and fettred in pꝛylon. 


Oz they were ware was ſet on them arreſt, 
And after that of vengeable crueltie 

The childꝛen llayne luckyng at their bzeſt, 
Mapdens oppzelled of their virginitie: 

But in this while at Cypꝛe the citie 

There was a knyght paſſyng of great age, 
Whiche caſt of purpole to auenge his outrage 


The ſame knyght, mine auctour telleth thus, 
In the ſtoꝛy plapnly as J rede, 

Was in Greke tonge called Helematus, 
Night wile # manly both in woꝛd and dede: 
Ind thinges twayne put him out of dzede 
To execute his purpole in certapne, 
Maugre all tho that would be him againe, 


Foz cõmon pꝛofite he dꝛad not to be dead, 

A cauſe was this foz he was fall in age, 
And another that put him out of dzede 

Foꝛ he no childzen had of his lynage: 

Dis quarell rightfull gaue him aduauntage, 
And here vpon gathered him of newe 

Suche as he knew, p manly were and true, 


This I helde W circumſpect auiſe, 
And theron made full pzudent ozdinaunce, 
This Yelematus olde, hardy, and right wiſe 
Afoze pꝛouided, by knyghtly purueyaunce 
The laid tyzant bzought vnto milchaunce, 
By helpe of them that were to him aſſented, 


The fourth boke, 


Unwarely ſlain, whole deth was not repẽted She was enamozed offlehly — 


C Che. xx bi. Chapter. 


how quene Frcinoe foꝛ the aduoutry done 
with Demetrius hulbande of her 


daughter Beronites, ended 
in ſoꝛo we. | 


Fter this ſtoꝛy Bochas gan apply 
Toturnehis pen, like as ye Gall here, 
To waite and tell the fro wardelecherp 
Ol Arcpnoe, pleaſaunt ofloke and chere: 
Whiche ol her pozt and eke of her manere 
Was in her dapes, like as it is founde, 
Foz craft # beauty called Uenus the (econde, 


Foz her fayzenes peuen in mariage 
To noble gas of Cyzenes kyng, 
At wene them while they were ponge ofage 
(They had a daughter by retoꝛde of wzytyng, 
Called Beronices,the kyng at his endyng 
n his teſtament bad that he Could be 
edded to the lonne of kyng Tholome, 


Ind this was done of entencion 

To ceaſe the warres 5 had endured longe, 
Atwene Egipt, as made is mencion, 

And the Cyꝛenes, bothe realmes Uronge: 

By this mariage Þ he myght vnderfonge 

In his diyng to let a fynall peace 

T wene thele.ii.realmes, foz their both fcrece 


After whoſe death thus the matter ſtode, 
Quene Trepnoe moſt ſubtyll in wozkyng, 
Agayne this matter ſocruell was and wode, 
Marped her daughter wout moze lettyng 
Called n the biddyng 

Ok her tather that called was Igas, 

Is heretokoze, rehearſed is the caas. 


She maried her to one Demetrius, 

That bꝛother was, by Bochas rehearſpnge, 
Unto the mighty great Intpgonus, 

Beyng in Grete ol Matedoyne kyng: 

But infoztunate was che after her weddyng, 
Is in this cozy ſuyng pe chall ſe, | 
By the falſe wozkyng of quene Arcynoe, 


And to conclude Goxtly this mattere, 

Whan thys quene this double Ircynoe 
Sawe of Demetrius the vyſage a the chere 
His loke, his coloure,his langage, q beautu, 
Dis manly poꝛt, and his liberalitie. 


Leaf.crv, 


of John Bochas 

Lyke her delyꝛe, to haue his acquayntaũce. To ſaue the quene 5ᷣ hath the treaſon founde, 
Firſt to Demetrius Ge gaue occaſion 

Ok her nature che was moſt lecherous, Foz which we chuld haue had the firſtworide 
Ind of her frowarde inclination Take foz them bothe and in cheyne s bounde, 
She bꝛought about that Demetrius And after that thys falſe Frcynoe, 
Iſſented was, by her luggeſtion, To example ot other chuld haue puniſhed be. 
Fo to actomplich lytze her opinion, 
All her deſy2es of fleachly appetite, And whyle they were taken thug in cloſe, 


Thus of accozde there folovoed their delite. The layd Arcynoe made no delay 
But fro her bedde anone the vp roſe, 


Lefte his wyfe called Beronices Without clot hes, naked as He lay, 
The quenes doughtcr, a agayne all ryght Ran to their ſwozdes in all theyz gret affray, 
In a plate ſecret out of pzees Went atwene them, dyd her buſy payne 


They lay together almoſt euer nyght, Tobeareof ſtrokes with her armes twapne. 
Takyn no _ of = 3 | 

(Tyll of foztune the cale is lo 2 Co ſaue Demetrius naked as che ſtode 
That he was hated of hys knygytes all. Goyde of ail — her — : 


e , 
Diſpyte they had of Arcynoe, Der whyte body all beſpzeynt with blode 


Gan to cry out on euer creature: 
Che dede hoꝛrible whan they dede eſpp, Alas (quod che) let ns endure 


Yys wyfe Beronites eke whanedydle Beth by my leite, ye betodiſpitous 


oly the maner of they ribaudzy 8 
Fo heart che caught a great melancoly, To laue my lyfe and ſlee Demetrius. 


Ozdayned knightes in ele armed bapant To the erthe anone he kyll adotone 
In their aduoutry to take them on a nyght, To lande vpzyght he might nat ſuſtene, 


Lying a bedde ſlept and toke no kepe, Deed, pale, à wan, with many pitous ſowne 


Dethe of Demetrius gan wolullye bemene: 
After falle luſtes whiche they had vſed, Emb m wi g wor 
zalyng him with all his woũdes grene 
They felvp on them whyle ther dyd flepe, Ind in her armes alde that be laye bole : 


Co Ce 1 She kyſſed his mouth, dlew #nothyng reed. 


With (wozdes dzaw þ knyghtes thilke night 
Toſlee the both were purpoled anoneright. 7 


eronice Bochas) But to Beronites agayne I wyl now wẽde 
— 1 Foz Bothas ſayeth in the dom ye mape ſe 


She after wedded was to wozthy Tholome 
CE e ei de, ie wager ater ik ene 


To laue luche one it was a falſe pite: When be dyed, and made his tetament; 


Is ſayth myne auctour , a thyng cotrarioug 
Her to pzeſerue and llee Demetrius. 


O Beronices ſmall is thy dilcretion 


n (0z0 # coplayntthus che made an ende, 
waite no moze of thys Arcynoe 


Thus endeth the fourth boke, and hete⸗ 
wy after foloweth the fyfte, ny 


Ucilit, 


The fifth boke. 


Her C Bochas VVT yteth agaynſte them 


that delyte in beaute and ſemelyneſſe, callyng to purpole howe 
a man boꝛne in Tultan, whiche excelled in beaute and 
fayꝛneſle, and foꝛ hys beaute ſhould nat geue other 
occaſion to ſynne, he diſfigured hys vilage and 
body, wyth manye a great wounde 
and ſpotte. 


The firſt Chapter. 


Ete Bochas (cozneth x 
All hath diſdavne 

Ot the mauer of folke 

he dpd le, 

In this woꝛlde whiche 

that in certapne 

Set al thepꝛ toy and all 

= their felicite 

Foxztoexcell in fayzeneſſe and beaute: 

Nat withſtandyng as ye well teil can, 

It hath vndone full many a wozthy man. 


 Recozde he taketh of Demetrius, 

Which in his tyme was fayzeſt in certepne, 
Which cauſcd hym to be contrarious 

To al vertue, his ſtozy ye haue ſepne: 

But of tho folke Bochas hath moſt dildeyne 
That baiy ben to conquere and recure 
Beaute by craft, which cometh nat ok nature. 


The thir de is he p grutcheth agapne kynde 
Foz lacke of ſtature and of ſemelynede: 

And all thele thꝛe ben ignoꝛaunt and blynde, 
And agayne reaſon their cozages they dzeſſe, 
Pet aboue beaute vertue is mapſtreſſe, 

And lytle wozthe is fayzneſſe iu, cecteyne 

In a perſon where no vertue is ſepne. 


Unto purpoſe he telleth of a man 

That excelled all other in fayzeneſſe, 
Called Spurnia a bozne was in Tulcan, 
And folke had toye and great gladneſſe 

To beholde hym foꝛ his lemelpneſſe 
Whole beaute bꝛought women in dotage, 
When they caſt her loke on hys vylage. 


Wpues a maydeng dwellyng in that countre 
Pꝛeled faſt on hym to beholde, 


By thottaſion bfhys great beaute 

Nat onelye yonge but ſome that were olde 

YOyth loues axceſſe nowe were they 
hotenowe colde, 

Thus was hys beaute to many a creature, 

Founde in effecte a perplous lure, 


Huſbandes olde caught a fantaſy 
And had a maner ſuſpection, 
Sty2ed by the lerpent of falle Jelolpe 
Towarde Spurnia, as made is mencion: 
But foz to anoyde all cruell occaſion, 

Ok any people that ſuche malyce thought, 
Pe all herehowe wyſely that he w2ought, 


To put awape falſe dylectacton, 

Ind all occaſions of Cupides rage, 

He of pzudence and diſcretion 

With many wounde diffaced hys byſage: 
Foz he dempt it was great domage 

That bythenchelen ok excellent beaute, 
Any creature hyndzed choulde be. 


Philofophers and poetes that were wyſe, 
Gaue virto hym a great commendation, 
That he coude fp notably deuyſe 

To fynde a wape within hys veaſon 

To let alyde all occaſion 

Ok luche vnlefull flechlpe fantaſye, 

That might ſtyꝛe women vntolecherye, 


He knewe afoze and (aw by experience 
That all beaute all waſte away and fade, 
Lyke lomer flours in theyz moſte excellence, 
That growe on hylles oz be lowe in (ſhade: 
The role, the lyllye, whan they be moſt glade 
Upon theyz ſtaltes, theyꝛ pꝛefe is dayly ſeyne 
Been beten downe with a ſtozmpe . 


An 


of John Bochas 


Ind ſemblably in euery creature 

Oflowe degre 02 of hye eſtate, 

Beauty abideth nat noz lenger doth endure 
Than youthes ceſon, w age is ful checkmate: 
Who thinketh hereon J holde hym foztunate, 
And can afoze iu his reaſon caſte 144140 
No wozldly beauty, in erth mai alway laſte. 


3+... Clenuoye, 

Je wogldlye folke that reiopſe 
in beaute, | 
Se with the eyen of your aduertence 
Howe with a. ale ſodayne infirmite 

When deth & age lyſt che we theyapzeſcnce, 
Dildayne al frenes with vnware violence 
Agayne whole might there is no other grace 
P20celle of petes all beaute doth deface. 


Though Demetrius was fayze bpon to le 


As ye haue herde rehearſed in ſentence, 
Gaynelaw and ryght heloued Arcynoe 
(Thoccaſion founde by her falſe inſolence, 
Bytaule reaſon made no reſiſtence, 

Nat aduertyng how euery hour and ſpace 
Pꝛoceſſe of yeres,all beaute doth diſtace. 


Fall hozrible was their iniquite, 

Ind tofoze god hatefull their offence, 

Foz thzough falſe luſt and ſenſualite 

Loſt was the b2idell of inwarde pꝛouidence, 
Sharpe moztal ſwozde made ß recompence, 
D20wned in teres whan ſhe dyd hi embzace, 
With blody woundes diſfigured all hys face, 


O noble pꝛyntes let thys ſtozy be 

A clere myzrour to your magnikicence, 
TWP conlidzed the falſe fragilite | 
Of Woꝛldly fayznes which is but apparence, 
Ind tranſitozy,but ſo be that pꝛudence 
Gouerne the paſlage vicious luſt to enchace, 
Pꝛotceſſe of yeres, all beaute dothe difface, 


The. ii. Chapter. 


Howe the twabzethzen, Seleuchus 
and Antiochus,echedeſyzous to 
excell other,fyll at diſcozde 
and ended in mil⸗ 


cheke, 


T222 is no man that can in ſto2y rede 
Ok moꝛe miſchefe noz of moze debate, 
Than of debate that is atwene kinrede, 


Leaf.crvi; 


Twene blode # blod, gapne kide infoztunate, 
Namely in perſons whiche ben of hye eltate, 
As it fyll ones, the ſtoꝛy beareth recoꝛde, 
Atwene two bzethzen that were at diſco: de, 


That one Seleuchus, Antiochus the other, 
As the ſtoꝛy hereafter Gall deuyſe, 

Eche delyꝛous foz to excell other 
Jn wozldly wozchyp, a wonderly they were 
And both blent by wozldly couetyle (wyle, 
Foz to clymbe vp to hye eſtate 
Whiche cauled them to be at debate. 


Both mighty kinges Bochas maketh mccis, 
And of one wombe lothlye they were bozne 
Under acurſed fell conſtellacion, | 
Ok trowarde ſede may grow no good co2ne: 


- Andthzough couetyle bothe they were lozne; 
- Anddiftroyed by the moꝛtall werre 


That was atwene them, in Iſte nye # ferre. 


It is tome berye contagpous 

To rede the bataples and dilcencions, 
The kalle pzoinyſes of Antiochus, 

With the diſceytes and conlpirations: 
B2etherne of byꝛth, and of condicions 
Contrarious wapes euer they dyd wende, 
Frowardly they began, a ſo made an ende. 


Their mother was called Leodices, 


And in Aſpa Seleuchus was reignyng, 
Euer in werre, coude nat lyue in pees: 
Andin Surry Antiochus was kyng, _ 
Andamong robbers they made theyz ending, 
Wyere euer they fought in w2onge oz ryght, 
Neuer they bode but toke them to flygyt, 


Though Seleuchus was at his gynnyng 
Shynyng in gloꝛy and in hye pꝛoweſſe, 

Ind of Ilya he was lozde and kyng, 

With great diffame was derked his nobleſſe: 
Bycaule that he of great vnkyndneſſe 

Ful falſely lewe without iudgement, 

PyS ponger bzother that was innocent. 


And by the byddyngof Leodices 

Which was his mother of hatefull cruelte 
Falſely to murdze the quene Beronices, 
Wife to the kyng called Tholome, 
Reygnyng in Egipt; but it ſtode ſo that he 
Foz all his power fayled ofhys pꝛap, 
Bytauſe that che was ware, a fled away, 


pet afterwarde ofolde hate and enuy 
This 


The fifth boke. 


This Seleuchus by full falſe trealon, 
Murdzed Beronices by conſpiracy, 

Her lonne allo, as made is mencion: | 
The (claundze aroſe thzough many a regton, 
And was repozted vntohys diffame, 
Wherthzough he loſt his wozhhip # his name. 


And on thys murder auenged foz tobe 

Foz the hozrible great abuſion, 

The kyng of Egypt the layde Tholome 

Gan make him ſtrong, a tame w people doun 
But foz there was lo great diltention 
Though al his land, the ſtoꝛy laith certapne, 
He was conltrained to returne home agapne. 


Seleuchus than made a ſtronge armee 
Gathered chyppes, ſtuffed them w vytayle, 
To warde Alpe he taken hath the lee, 

But ſuche tempeſt gan hys people aſſaple, 
That hertes and power of them gan fayle, 
w thundzing a lightning vegeably diſtrained 
To take the land of nede he was conſtrained, 


The people of Alye ſeyng thys milcheke 
Had of Seleuchus great compaſſion, 
Ind their ſuccour to let ata pzefe 

They hym receyued into that region, 
Though it code (as made is mencion) 
That afo:ctyme fo2hys ctuell dede 

They had his perſon in full great hatrede, 


And foꝛ he fonde foztune fauourable 

Nat conſidzyng her mutabilite, 

He caſt of rancour foꝛ to be vengeable 

And gyn a werre agapne Tholome: 

His men outrayedhe was conſtrapned to kle, 
Rnewe no refute noz (uccour of none other, 
But foz great milcheke ſent to hys bzother, 


Imeane hys bzother called Intiochus, 
Beheſtyng him foz to crowne hym kyng 

Ok all Alye,hys ſtozy telleth thus, (kyng 
Toke trule thys whyle by (ubtyll falſe woz- 
With Tholome,foz ten pere enduryng: 
And when his brother came with his powere 
Falled his pꝛomile, double of hert and chere. 


Thus of rewe they fpll at debate 

Eche gan other myghtelp werrap, 

Falle couetiſe to encreace theyz eſtate 

Cauled that nouther lyſt other to obay, 

Met in a felde there is no moꝛe to (ay: 
Fought hade foz hande, their hoſtes both two 
Seleuchus fled ag he was wonte to do. 


Thus a falſe werre of hatred fraternall, 
Agapne nature ſet them at diſcozde, 

Eche buſp was in elpeciall 

Is their ſtoꝛp remembzeth by recoꝛde, 
Neuer their ly fe to be at one accozde: 
But wha Seleuchus was put xhus to flight, 
The people of Hurry gan deme anonrypgyt 


That he that day was outher take oz dede, 
And Gallougreis a people of great poſts, -- 
Of Couetyle gan haſt them in great ſpede 
To entre Alpe and ſpople all that countte: 
To Antiochus they had eke enmyte 
That he was faynefoxhys fauacion, 
To pay to them a full great raunſom, 


- Their heart was yene onely to pyllage, 


Takyng ofhym ok golde a greatquantite, 
And he leyng of robbyng the outrage 

Dzew to the pyllours, & one of thein was he: 
Ind though al Iſye they robbed eche cotitre, 
Foz Seleuchus they gan ſo purchace, 

(That he nat durſt abide in no place. 


{Than Antiochus dꝛewe to Tholome, 
Uoyde of lauetondupte oz any aſſuraunre, 
Though þ atwene them was great enmyte 
Foz a ſeaſon as made is remembzaunce, 

To haue founde ſuctour in his gret greuadice; 
But all foz nought, foꝛ in concluſion 
Tholome hym toke and caſt in derke pziſon, 


There conſtraxned of neceſſite 

Knowyng no meane to make his raunſen, 
By a woman that lyued in pouerte 

He was holpe out of that derke pziſons 

Lo here of foztune a falſe condicion, 

That coude make a kyng without pere, 
Ok a woman to ſtande in daungere, 


To res folke this maye be a myzour, 
To le a pzynce thus ſodaynly bzought lowe, 
That Gone inryches lpke an emperour, 
Which of diſdayne lyſt no man to knowe, 
Row is he caſt, nowe is he ouerthzowe: 
Now hath he cauſe to plain, wepe, & mourne, 
K1nowyng no frende foz ſuccour him to turne. 


He was aferde to holde hys paſſage 

By bye wayes;o2 foz to come inlyght, 

Fyll amonge theues & they by great outrage 
All mettyleſle, ſlew hym anone ryght, 

And his bzother foz all his great myght 
Called Seleuchus, which was a * 


Fil fro bis courſer,# bzake his necke alõder. 
Che. iii. Chapter. 


C Howe the noble Queene Laodompa, 
was in the temple ſlapne, and ven⸗ 
geaunce take vpon hym that 

ewe her, bo 


— Pre of eſtates pꝛynces and 
| pzpncelſes 

»\ Shewed them to Bochas pi- 

KJ toullye plapuyng, 

To hym declarynge they: 

moztall heupneſſes, 

And firſt of all there came to hym weppng 

The noble queene her ſoꝛow reheriyng, 

Called Laodomya which withheuy chere 

Complapned the milchefe of her ſuſter dere. 


Called Hereis, ponge and tender ofage 
That wedded was of Cycile to thekyng, 
And on the daye of that great mariage 
There fyll a ſtryfe and a great meuyng 
Imonge the commons, by a maner ry{yng: 
And when the quene therofhada ſyght, 

Co Dianes temple anone the toke her flyght. 


The people was party # roſe againe 5; kyng, 
Foz whiche rumoze and ſodapne ſtryfe 
Laodompa full fearfully quakyng, 
Kan to the temple foz to ſaue her lyfe, 
Suppolyng in her ymaginatyfe 

That foz the temples chaſte reuerence, 
Men woulde lpare to do there violence, 


But there was one by whom the rife began 


And was firſt grounde of this great motion, 
Called Milo, a falſe Cecylian 

Uoyde of all reuerence and deuocion, 

Ran to the temple feirſer than a Lyon, 

And where the queene the auter dyd enbzace, 
With a charpe ſwozde flew her in the place, 


This ſacrilege was puniſhed by vegeaunce, 
Gods were wzothe though this gret ollẽce, 
Ind Diana by full great diſplealaunce 
Made in the tourte a ſodayne peſtplence, 
Ind Mplo was by vnware violence 

Tour ned beſtiall, made wode in that affrap, 
And llewe hym ſelfe luyng the twelft daye, 


Che. iiti. Chapt ors 73 
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Fo their 


Leaf.cxvi, 
how Cleomenes king of Macedone was 
llapne with his wife and 

childzen, 


Of this bengeaice taken on M plo, 


Came Cleomenes of Macedopne king, 
And to Bochas gan chew his deadly wo 
Dis great iniuries of enemies e 
Bis hye empziſes, his kyngdome dekendyng, 
And alderlaſt how he in his citee, 
Was by the ſonne ſlapne of Tholome; 


Firl in his tauntrer, the Cozy doth deuile, 
Againe his enemyes he had a great battaple, 
Ok his people defendyng the iraunchyſe, 
Olk knightly pzoweſle as he þliſt not fayle 
Foz his ryght to fyght in plate and maple: 
His lieges echone beyng of one aſſente, 

To lyue and dye with him in their entent. 


Men, women, and childzen ponge ok age, 
Were in one hart as in that mattere, 
Whiche made them ſtronge a gate auaũtage 
That vndeuided they ode echone pere, 
Okone cozage, ok one will, of one chere, 
Greatly aſſuted in their opinion, 

Becauſe among them was no diuiſion. 


Their comon pzofite they did moze pzefarre, 
Than ea how treaſure,lyfe,oz good, 

edome aye ready to the warre 
Not afrayed to ſpende their owne bloude; 
And fynallye ſo together they ſtode 
That of one thought eche gan him redy make 
To lpue and dye toz his bzothers ſake, 


He had an enemy boꝛne of that region 

The name of whom was Antigonus, 

And he had wedded the boke maketh mencion 
The olde quene of kyng Demetrius: 

And had her lonne the ſtozy telleth thug, 
Called Phylyp,fro youth in hys kepyng, 
Therby pzetendyng atytle to be kyng. 


Ok Lacedemonoys claymed agayne ryght 
There to raigne and take poſſeſſion, 

Lyke a tiraunt vſurpyng of great myght 
Foz to be crowned in that region: 

But foz alihis falſe pzeſumption 

He was put of and pſet a farre, 

Though he with tht helde a moztal warte, 


And Cleomenes that was rightfull kyng 
Was in the felde armed euery day, wards 


Hardy as Lyon, dꝛede hym ndthyig, 
Gapne his enempes he ſtode ſs at a bay 
That fro the felde he made them flye away: 
His d2edefull (wozde grounde was lo kene, 
[That to abyde hym they myght nat ſultene, 


And on a daye deſcendyng from his cite 

Yeldein the felde a full tronge battaple, 
With lytle people made his fone to fle: 
Retournyng home ful wery of trauapyle - 
Thought in his heart that it ould auaple 
To ſtynt the werte, hangyng in no certapne 
Tyll p his people refrethed were agayne. 


Set o2dinauncethzough all the tountre 
Gayne all enempes to make reliſtence, 

And into Egypt he goth to Tholome 

With wife + childꝛen wdꝛawing hys preſcce, 
There receyued with great beneuolence, 
Lyke his eſtate out of care and dzede, 

And there abode tyl Tholome was dede, 


But the lonne of kyng Tholome 

Whiche raygned alter by (ucceſſion, 

Ok kalle enup and vengeable cruelte 

Slew Cleomenes in that region, 

His wile, his childzen, voyde of compaſſion, 
Alas it was to ſtraunge a cruel thyng, 
Within a kyngdome to murder lo a kyng, 


The. v. Chapter. 


＋ Ot kynge Neto, Coꝛnelp, and 
Hanyball, 


Fter whoſe deathe thus wꝛought by 

violence, 

The ſtozy remembzeth pzocedyng 
Fozth came Nero and ſhewed hys p:eſence, 
Of Siracuſe the myghty ſtronge kyng, 
Tofoze Bochas full pitouſly playnyng: 
Belechynge hym with a full pitous chere 
Ok his milcheke to wꝛyte the manere. 


The whiche Nero,wylfull and furious 
Lyſt to pꝛelume of falſe rebellion, 

Fo to debate with Appius Claudius 
Ind to maligne agayne Rome toun: 
But he anone foꝛ his pꝛeſumptioun 
Conſtrapned was in all his moſt pꝛide, 
Lykea towarde to flye and nat abyde, 


Ho moꝛe ok hym myne auctour wꝛiteth here, 


But in his boke as he dothe pzocede, 


The fiſth boke. 


There came Coznely,ofZome a conſulere 
Yym ſelfe complaynyng of ß great fallhcde; 
Wyiche vnto hym accompliſhed was in dede, 
By aſſuraunce bzoke of Haniball, 

Which of Cartage was chefe admirall. 


To thys Coꝛnely Daniball was ſwozne, 
With the Iffricaus by a manet flafery, 
To ſuccour hymas we haue tolde tofozne, 
With the Romains to holde vp his partp: 


But whan they met, the boke doth (peciſy, 


Coznely was take and fettred in pꝛilon 
At nuſchefe dped, there gapned no raunlon. 


Than Haniball entred of entent 

With his knigytes into a great cite 

Ok Citcile called Agrigent, 

Where Julius Silua ot olde enmpte 
Lapde a ſiege with a great meyne, 
That he conſtrayned the (ayde Hanyball 
Foz verphungre to leape oucr the wall. 


By a poſterne he toke hym to the fliyght 
Gathered chyppes, and toke the large lee, 
Ind Julius Silua lyke a manly knyght 
Faught with him, and made hym foz to flee 
Upon the water, anone after he 

Was of his knyghtes ſtoned to the dethe, 
And ſo conſtrapned he yelded vp the bzethe, 


The. vi. Chapter. 


& Of the duke zantipas caſt 
into the lee, 


Fter that Hanyball was ſlayne thus 

Ind putte to flyght as made is mencion, 

Tofoze Bochas came wozthyp 
zanttpus 

A famous duke full notable of renoun, 

And he was loꝛde ofthe ſtronge region 

Latedemopne, and was come a fetre 

Into Cartage, to helpe them in the werre. 


By whoſe pꝛoweſſe to his encreace oł glom 

The pꝛoude Romans were put to flyght, 
Cartaginen ces had of them victozy, 

And there was take the wyſemanly knyght 
Marcus Regulus, and bzought anonryght 


Y 


Into Cartage, and led as pꝛyſonere 


By zantipus, as Bochas waiteth here. 


Thys noble duke foz all his hye pꝛoweſſe 
Done in Cartage, and ſhewed to their op, 


And fo2 all hys notable kyndneſſe 

Chey molt vakyndly quit hym his guerdon: 
F02 ſaylyng home to warde his region, 

Jn achyp ſtuffed of theircountre, 

Ol kalle enuythey caſt him in the ſee, 


To his nobleſſe and famous chiualry 

Whan he of knighthod late hieſt ĩ his flours, 
They of Cartage by hatred ⁊ enuy (tours, 
Maligned agayne hym, chefe lun of their (0- 
Taclipled his lyght,but theragayn auctours 
Haue by wꝛityng perpetually (et his name 
And it regeſtred in the houle offame, 


how Marcus Regulus ofhys 


ſteewyll, dyed fo2 the com- 
mon wele, 


Ho can tell oz reherſe the grounde 
\ , of werres 

The fy2\t cauſe of ſuche moz- 
tall outrage 
Whether it began by influence of ſterres 
Twene man and man, oꝛ of wplfull rage 
Atwene Romayns and folkes of Cartage, 
To great hyndzyng, conſydꝛed the manere 
Ot both parties, as Bochas doth vs lere. 


Italiens therwith were greued okt, 
Namely whan foztune was theyz aduerſary 
And Africans felt full bnſoft 

YOhan the to them lyſt be contrary: 
Whoſe courſe of cuſtome ſtoũdmeale doth va- 
By experience it hath be pzoued wele, cry, 
In þ ouerwhelmynge of her vntruſty whele, 


The moſt woꝛthy and the moſt famous 
Atkoze remembzed vpon eche party, 

Foꝛtune to day made them victozious, 

Ind to moꝛow che dyd theyz myght defye: 
Now vp, nowe downe, all ode in teoperdy, 
Lykeas the lyſt them fauour nye oz ferre, 
Their loſſe & wining called foztune of werre. 


To (ome well wylled, happy, and eurous, 
To ſome alſo full traunge of acquayntaũce, 
Reken amonge other Marcus Regulug, 
On Romapne partyea Pzynce of great 
\ubſtaunce: 
To be p2eferred and put in remembzaunce, 
One the molt wozthy & true founde in dede, 
Ok knyghtly policy that J can ok rede. 
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To common p2ofit was aye his aduertente; 
Tweneloue and hate ſtandyng (o vpꝛyght 
To nouther ſyde declyned the balaunce, 

Ok his domes,toz fauour ofno wyght: 
(Cyll that the eye ofhys inwarde ſyght, 
Contepued had where the trouth ſtode, 
Than gaue he ſentente, and theron he abode; 


In all this woꝛld ther was no better knight 
Better named,and bozneof goodlinage, 
Alemely perſon delpuer of great might, 
23 as Lyon , right manly of vilage, 

al of Romains,arpe parde to Cartage: 
Demurenat haſty ſeynge all thyng tofozne, 
Ind in Papinia J fynde that he wag bone, 


Ind foꝛ he had ſo great diſcretion 
This wozthye knyght,thys Marcus Regu- 
Cholen he was a Conſul ofthe toun (lug, 
And had a felow called Manlius, 

n armes manly wyle and vertuoug, 

hiche fo2 theyꝛ notable hye conſtaunce 

Dk Romapne werres had the gouernaunce, 


They2 @yppes ſtuffed made a great armye 
Full pzudently with knightly apparaple, 
Thele pꝛinces twapne taken haue the lee 
Firſt with Ciciliens had a great bataple, 
Diſtomkited them at their arriuaple, 
Outrayed Implchar, the ſtozy is no fable, 
That was of Iffrike capitapne # conſtable, 


Wan in that countre caſtels many one 
Toke puloners, ſtuſfe, and great rycheſſe, 
Ind all that party to Rome he (ent anone 
By Manlius the tozp beareth witneſſe: 
And the Nomapns foz his wozthpneſſe 
Ill ofaſſent becauſe he was lo wyle, 
Pꝛolonged haue the terme of hys ollple. 


Ofknyghtly nobleſſe was none to hym lyke, 
Nouther in armes, noz politike ozdinaunce, 
And foz the conqueſt of Cartage and Iffrike 
Tohym they gaue wholethe gouernaunce: 
Bought cities & townes to the obepſaunce 
Dfthe Komapns,thys noble wozthy knyght 
Wher euer he rode maugre their foes myght; 


By his faythfull labozous dilygence 
Gate all the countreys to Cartage toun, 


- (Tyll tidynges came vnto hys pꝛeſente 


Belyde a ryuer there was a great dꝛagon 
So hoꝛrible(as made is mencion) | 
That al þ countre of him tode in ſuch vows 
obs 0 


No man durft neygh hym ferre aboute, 


An hundzed fote @ twayne was hes length, 
Lykeas wziteth Tytus Liuiug, 

Was none ſo hardy man noz of ſuche ſtrength 
That durſte appzoche he was ſo venomous: 
But by the manhode of Marcus Regulus, 
Slapne was this monſtrous ſerpent, 

And foz a maruaple the (kinne to Nome ſent, 


Thus in conqueſt whyle he dyd his payne 
To get caſtels a myghty ſtronge towns, 
Agapne hym were lent Aldzuballes twapne, 
Called of Iffrike the hardy champions, 
With al the power of their regions: 

But as the ſtoꝛy maketh rcherlayle, 

They were dilcomkited in battaple. 


Amplchar after came with (peare # chelde 
In defence of Iffrike and Cartage, 

And he was alſo diſtroyed in the telde 

With all his hoſt maugre his viſage: 

Thus Marcus hadde alwape the vauntage 
Making ß Komains this knyght vertuoug, 
Thzough his pꝛoweſſe to be victozious. 


And where that he in hys tender age 

Lyſt do labour and tyll his owne lande, 
Foz exerciſe, aud vertuous auauntage 

To hold the plough a lede it with his hande, 
Juopding ſlouth as ye all vnderſtande: 
Now thzough Affrike W many noble knight 
In ſtele and mayle herydeth armed bzyght. 


Thus noble Marke what euer he had ado, 
De was in armes ſouerapne lingulere, 

And in the temple at Rome of Ippollo, 

Foꝛ him was kept a crowne of freſh laure:ez 
Foꝛged of golde, fret ful of ones clere, 

And in the templeof Joue was reſerued, 

I robe of victoꝛy, which he hath deſerued, 


To thele goddes who can conſider well 

Ok olde cuſtome the ryghtes to mapntene, 
As foz a thyng beyng muy 

Which fadeth neuer, of nature, thus J mene, 


Placred is the freche laurere grene 
Foz cauſes twapne, graũted to conquerours, 
In marcial actes by cõqueſt made victours. 


Foz the nobleſſe of this tre diuine, 
Sheweth his odour in wildome & excellence, 
By the grenelle whiche neuer dothe deciyne, 
Longe abydyng of bertuoug pzudence; 


The fifth boke. 


(The rounde crowne betokeneth pzonidence, 
In ſigue onely of knyghtily gouernaunce, 
Tabketh his guerdon ot longe continuaunce, 


Their ſtrength graũted them nat the crowne, 
Noz a pꝛoude ginninge lablyſheth nat they; 
But perleuerace who liſt mule a rounCglozp, 
Graunteth to them and putteth in memozp 
(The triumphe, and palme of the pꝛ victozy; 
The crowne of laurer in ſtozy it is tolde, 
And of Jupiter the ryche crowne of golde. 


Whocan diſcerne, of all theſe gyftes thze, 
Moſt appertayneth vato chyualry, 
Maulp pzowelle a wildome, anone let ſe, 
Strength, hardyneſſe, conqueſt, and policy, 
Foz the Romans caught a fantaſp, 

Foz his merites notable and gloztous, 

To magnitie this Marcus Regulus. 


Foz this Marcus durynge his luſty peres 
Pzince of p wertes gayn Affrike à Cartage, 
Toke all their yonge knightes pziloneres, 
Sent them to Rome foz common auaũtage: 
But o alas whan he was fall in age, 
The gery goddeſſe among her chaunges all, 
Agapne thys pzince her fauoure dpd appall, 


Foz to withſtand the pꝛoweſſe of this knyght 
In helpe of Xffrike as made is meiicion, 
Came zantipus of whom J ſpake now right 
A mighty duke the whiche was lent doun 
Fro Lacedemone,which thzoughhis renoun 
Wyan the power of Marchus gan to faple, 
His mepup flayne,toke hym in battaple, 


Into Cartage ſent hym pzyſonere, 8 
And there he lap in tronge chaynes bounds, 
Lo how foꝛtune chaunge gan her chere 
Falleſt of truſte, whan ſhe is moſt iocounde: 
Firſt fauourable after frowarde founde, 
This is her maner with her double face 
Folke Þſythyeſt to chaũge the fro their place. 


Fo: he that whylom had in (ubtection 
Aimoſt all Iffrike.and Cartagethe cite, 
Now lyeth hebounde and fettred in pzyſon; 
Wyylom in glozp, now in aduerlite, 

Caſt in miſery from hye pꝛoſperite, 
Foꝛtunes be made who lo loketh wele 

Ok bꝛotyll glaſſe rather than of tele, 


Thys manly knight albe þ he lape chapned 
Whiche had bzought Rome to lo bye 3 
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Chat they of Affrike # Cartage wer coſtrai- 
Unto Romains to purſue foz a pees, (ned 
And fo2 to actompliche this matter doutles, 
Under aſſuraunce made in Cartage toun 
They toke Marcus anone out of pꝛiſon. 


Bound by his othe there is no moe to ſapne, 
He to be chaunged foz Affrike pziſoneres, 
There foꝛ to abyde # they to come agapne, 
The pong knightes freſh a luſty of their che⸗ 
So that Marcus feble & olde of peres, (tes: 
By Affricans were to Rome ſent, 

Bothe aſſured to accompliche their entent, 


Fo: the Romains had in ſuche deynte 

This noble Marke foz manhode a pꝛudente, 
And foz the furtheryng oftheyz commonte, 
They had his perſon foz wiſdom i reuerence, 
Called in p toun their wall a theyz defence: 
Had in moꝛe cheerte foꝛ knighthode in Þ age, 
Tha all their pziſoners of Iffkrike c Cartage. 


Romapns greatly reioyſed of his commyng 
And ſpecially foꝛ his delyueraunce, 

All at ones of hert and true meanyng 

Said welcome home our iope and ſuffiſaũce, 
Welcome mpꝛrour of knightly gouernaũce: 
This was their vopte, a this was their lan- 
At his repapʒe fro Jffrike # Cartage. (gage, 


Ind thus was he receyued lyke to his eſtate, 
And conueped thzough all the cite, 

Nobly pꝛeſented vnto the Senate, 

Began his tale anone as yeſhall le, 

As he that had moze incheerte 

The common pzofite, than his deliueraunce, 
Dald vnto them theſe wozdes in ſubſtaunce. 


Sys by theauyce of you echone pzeſent 
Firſt by the eſtates, next by the commonte, 
As pꝛince # Conſul to Iffrike J was ſent, 
And as ye know leuen pere there J haue be, 
To chaſtyſe rebelles of that countre, 

Ind by the fauour and helpe of gods myght, 
To pour citie haue quit me lyke a knyght, 


In this matter it nedeth nat to tary 

Pe knowe your ſelfe J am now werenolde, 
And foꝛtune is to me right contrary 
Whereby youre enemies in Affrike be made 
Jud they deſire me koz to be lolde Cbolde, 
In exchaunge by choꝛt concluſton, 


Foz pziloners which they haue in the toun. 
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Ind by the fauour of goddes bye jn heauen 
Ind by my felowes wyle mediacion, Cuen 
Countreys # mouyntes moze than ſyxe oꝛ ſe⸗ 
I haue in Iftrike made ſubiect to this toun, 
Maugre their myght and their rebellion: 
Ind them conſtrapned lyke as pe delpze, 
Foz to obap vnto your emppze. 


To make pour emppꝛe moꝛe glozious 

And to encreaſe the boundes of your cite, 
Whplom by grace J was victozious, 

U quiched your enemies wher J dpd the ſe, 
Nowe thzough foztunes mutabilite, 

Made vnhappy, and deſolate of chere, 
Somtime a pzynce,# nowe a pꝛylonere. 


Afoʒe my power by foztune was fraũchiled, 
Now am J thzall and fettred in pzyſon, 
Myne olde triüphes be newly now dilgyled, 
And victozies oppzeſſed and bozne doin: 
With this conlidzed the tranſmutacion 

Ok youth paſſed, and myne vnweldy age 


Lytle wonder though dull be my cozage; 


Pet ther is a thing p dꝛaweth a lẽgth my life, 
Whicye in my hert hath let great gladneſſe, 
To your encreace howe this moꝛtall ſtryte 
By mp labour and knightly buſyneſſe 

The marciall pꝛynces famous in wozthyneſſe 
W all the knightes moſt fonerayn of renoun, 
Sought thzough Affrike be in your pzylon, 


By whoſe abſence febled is Cartage, 

The coũtre poneriſhed, bzought to dilencrea⸗ 
Seynge p J am dull and fall in age (ce, 
Gapne Affricans to put mp lelfe in pꝛeat:, 
Caulyng your enemies to purſue foz peace, 
By exchaunge of me Þ may but ſmall auaple, 
Fo: affrike knightes moſt expert tn batayle, 


They ande in hope of theyz delyueraunce, 
By exchaunge ofme now fent out of pzyſon, 
Okentent to encreale theyz pupſaunce, 

Ot new to gynne a werte vpon pour toun: 
Now take good hede in pour dilctetion, 
Payſe of pzudence this thing p J haue tolde, 
Thepʒ pouth conlidzed and howe J am olde. 


- 
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am conſumed and weared in the werres, 
lu a 8 febled to bear: armour, 
They luſty, freche, their name ſpzed farre is. 
And in the felde they able to endure: ) 
I vnweldy,and lyke a creature 
Woze ſemely to.dzaw home to my graue, 
| &., li. Than 
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Than be armed this cite foz to laue. 


And in effecte J haue moze cheerte 

Of very fapthe without vartaunce, 

Unto the pzofyte of your commonte 

Than to the matter of my delyueraunce? 
Two thinges papled and waped tn balaũce 
Of Affrike knyghytes expert wozthpneſle, 
Jn me the conſtraynt of ages febleneſſe, 


Ind to conclude vpon thys matere 

J myght neuer as ſemeth vnto me 

As of znyghthode delerue the lautere, 
Noz the triumphe in this famous cite, 
Better than dye to encreace the commonte: 
Ind thus auyſed of heart and hole cozage 
pelde vp the ſpirite ol iny bnweldy age. 


In this purpoſe he ſtedfaſt as a wall, 

Of one wpll and one perſeueraunce, 

Him lelfe commendyng to goddes immoztal, 
Chale foꝛ to dye of polytike conſtaunce, 

Jud to pzeferre by notable puruepaunte 
The common pꝛofite, this was his motyke, 
Set alpde his good, his treaſour , @ his lyfe. 


Right wel chered, ſtable of his viſage, 
Ok pertite loue he had vnto the toun, 
He is repayzed agayne vnto Cartage, 
The articles kept and the condicion 
At the departyng from Iftrike region: 
This to lay,texplete theiriuſt certayne, 
Oz pꝛiſoner he io toreſozte agapne. 


At his departyng the Romapne ſenatourg 
Gan were pale of compaſſion, 

To le the pauis of all they2 olde ſoccourg, 
As pꝛiſoner departe out of the toun: 
Puinceſſes and ladyes fyll in a ſowne doun, 
Childzen wept, and cryed foz pite, 
Far wel vpholder, chete wall of their cite. 


Was euer founde any trewer knyght 
Whiche of his owne fapthful mocion, 
Where he was free a had power and might 
Co haue ſtande at large, by hys election 

To kepe his pzomple repapzed to pziſon? 
What all  waite of his nobleſſe o2 ewe, 
To fyiide one lykehym J rede but of a fewe, 


Ind when he came agayn with his meſſage, 
Knowpng thentent of this wozthy knyght 
Moſt furiouſly the people of Cartage © 
In the preſence ofeuerymaner wyght 


Oꝛdapned haue to fourment anonryght, 
Firſt the lyddes of his eyen twapne 
(Thep cut ot, to encreace his payne, 


That he nat ould flepetn pꝛylon, 

But euer watche with payne intollerable, 
And fo: the conftraynt of hys paſſion 

Cre and complapne with lighes lametable; 
And after this tokea playne table 

Fret full of nayles , harpe whet a grounde 
And thervpon naked they hym bounde, 


Another table they layde on hym aloft 
Nayled alſo.and atwene theſe twapne 
They couched hym, this bed was ful vnſolt, 
Moſte impoztable ſo hidous was þ papne, 
(Tye blod ran out ofeuery ſenow and vayne; 
This was his turment, alas a crueil dethe, 
Ot woꝛthy Marcus tyl ye yelde vp þ bzethe. 


Who redde in bokes oz euer dyd ſe, 

Ok any pꝛinces lo ſtedtaſt and ſo table 

As whylom were in Rome the cite: 

Oz in theyz conqueſt ſo longe perdurable 
Of vertue founde, of cozage vnſtauncheable: 
Netzen vp all that euer were in that toun, 
And to this Marcus make no compariſon, 


Keken Camillus, Pappzius, Stipions, 
Notable a wozthy foz many great victozp, 
Keken vp all the wozthy champions, 
Curſius, Fabzicius, famous of memozy, 
But this Regulus eclipſeth all theyz glozy, 
And lutmounteth by repozte ofrenoun 

Ill thele foʒ lapde in compariſon. 


Reken vp þ four that whylom were ſo tyche 
The firſt of them called Lucius, 

Other twapne of condition lyche, 

As was Staurus, and Gapus Delius, 
And foꝛget nat the great Emilius, 

But foz all theyz great poſſeſſion, 

Wake to Marcus no compariſon, 


Kemembze of Craſſus of whome it is tolde 
The Aſſiriens to ſtaunche his couetple 
Pow2ed in his thzote ſtrãgled him w golds, 
So he dyed the ſtoꝛp dothe deupſe: 

Ind though theſe foure wende haue be wyſe, 
Greatlye commended thzough falle opinion, 
Ok them to Warcus make no compariſon. 


Tonchyng this Markelet men beholde x(t 
De left his trealour,fredome and "_ : 
n 
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And koꝛ the pꝛolite of the commonte 

Fozſoke hys fredegs, Bochas bereth witneſſe, 
Co further his towne dycd in diſtreſſe, 

Co kepe hys fayth reſoꝛted to pꝛyſon, 

Make of none other to hymn comparilon. 


Myne auctour here putteth in remembꝛaũce 
Some that had golde, ſtones, and pierre, 
Some that had of rycheſſe habundaunce 
And ok other that ſtode in dignite, 

Ind ſome that had wozldly pꝛolperite, 

Set all aſyde and conclude of reaſon, 


Twene them and Marcus is no compariſon, 


Pꝛyntes map lyue after theyzententes, 
After theyz power frowardly in vices, 

Of gold and purpure wear riche garmentes, 
Ifrer they luſtes and they: delyces, 
Graunt they2 miniſters great offyces: 
Twene all their pompe and vapne ambicion 
And atwene Marke make no compariſon, 


All theſe thynges remembzed in certepne, 
Wel conſidzed and yput in mynde, 

There was in Rome but fewe luche ſeyne 
To common p2ofit that found was ſo kynde: 
Ind tyll J may ſuche another fynde 

In all thys boke turnynge vp lo doun, 

J wpll to hym make no compariſon, 


CLenuoye, 


==; ys tragedye who that can 
A | take hede 


Whiche chale to dye where as he ſtode fre, 
Onely foz pꝛokite of the commonte, 


To kepe hys othe playnely as J rede, 
Made in Cartage, there beyng in diſtrelle 
Thys noble pꝛynce conſtrayned of no nede 
But of frewyll, myne auctour doth expꝛeſſe, 
Fro Rome agapne thyther gan hym dzeſle, 
Toſuffer tourment ofhys fre volunte, 
Onely foz the pzofyt ofthe commonte. 


Thys ſtoꝛy ſhoulde crowned be in dede 
With golden letters, foz to beare wytneſſe 


Howe the (ayde Marke, haupnge of death no 
Dzede, 


To ſet Rome fro werre in ſykerneſſe: 4 
Whole hie renome moſt ſouerayn of pzowelle 

May neuer eclypſe by noneantiquite, 
Which chale to dye to fozther the commonte. 


He delerued foz to haue the mede 

Ok triumphe, and marciall wozthyneſſe, 
And of Jupiter to weare the purple wede 
ret full ot ſtones, moſt heuẽlp of bzightneſſe; 
The laureat crowne coleruyng hys greneſſe: 
Graunted to victours who lyſt conſider @ le, 
Which chaſe to dye foz the tommonte. 


Noble pꝛintes whiche that gouerne a lede 
All woꝛdly people, take hede in your hyneſle 
To this ltozy trew as is the crede, 

Takyng example todo pour buſyneſſe, 

Ape to (uppozt a mayntayn ryghtwyſneſſe? 
And let Marcus to you a myꝛrout be 
Whiche chaſe to dye to fozther the commonte, 


The, viii. Chapter. 


C_ Bowe Tholome kynge of Egypte, 
called Philopater llewe father 
and mother and hys wyke, 
inlecherye ſpent hys lyfe, 

and miſcheuouſiye 
ended. 

Ext in oꝛder to Bochas com⸗ 
ENVY Ez playnyng, 

AV = Uicious ofipfe there came Tho⸗ 


Called Philopater,# was of Egypt kyng, 
In tender age by hozrible cruelte 

Slewe father, mother, a ſuſter pt maye ſe: 
He to be crowned, as it is made mencion, 
To reygne alone in that region. 


He was diſpoſed bnto euery byce, 
Frowarde to vertue and to all doctryne, 
Slewehys wyfe called Erudice, 

Left hys ſpouſe and toke a concubyne, 
Waſted hys lyfe and gan hym ſelfe enclyne 
To all ryote,ſurtet and outrage, 


And in this wyle he ſpent hys yonge age, 


Thus was diſclaundzed hys ropall maieſte, 
In lecherous luſtes watched all nyght, 

In bed tyll noone agapne all honeſte, 

Ok kalle exteſſe hope hym anontygyt 


When he arole to dzynke agayne myght, 


281 vpon goꝛge, to affozce hys lecherp, 
The nnen — 


Ain. 


J were werp the pꝛoceſſe foz to waite 

Df this tyzaunt vicious and wode, 

It is contagious the pzocelle to endite 
Becaule the example doth harme a no goode: 
And of vengeaunce thus with him it ſtoode, 
Of ſodayne miſcheke J rede he dyd fyne 
Enbzated in armes of hys concubyne. 


Igathoclia playnly was her name, 

Ind had a lonne called Xgathocles 
Vicious bothe and ſclaundzed by diflame 
Noyled by repoꝛt they were lo techeles, 
Bothe at ones take in a lodapne pzees, 
With their alies all at ones fet, 

And by iuſt dome led to the gybet. 


Cuyhe . ix. Chapter. 


¶ How B2ythomarus and Uiridomarus 
dukes of Fraunce after great batayls 
were by Romayng 
ſlayne, 


[0 2 4, Cxte Philopater called Tholome, 


Cher came in 02der a Wozthy duke 
{4 of Frauuce, 
PLANE Bzythomarug, & out of that coũtre 
Node into Grece with a great puplaunte, 
And firſt he gan to make hys oꝛdinaunce 


Agayne Romayns albe they were terre 
Pꝛoudly with them foz gynne a werre, 


But they of Rome to thepꝛ confuſion, 

By theyz bylk oppes and pꝛieſtes gan deuile 
To vle a curſed falſe luperſticion, 

Unto their goddeg, in full cruell wyſe 

To offer vp men by a newe lacrifice, 

To burye the quite, in Bochas thus J rede, 
By a faile hope the better toz to ſpede. 


Of Fraũce # Grete they toke ten in nombꝛe 

Halfe men # wome togider twayn c twaine, 

And by falle murder they dyd the encombze, 

Buried thequike their dethe was ſodapne: 
At this lacritice the goddes gan diſdayne 
And to the Romapns werte contrarioug 

Foz they2 falſe ryghtes ſuperſticious, 


And vy recoꝛde of olde Croniculers 

The pete fyue hundzed fro their foundation 
And one and twenty, tho beyng conſulers 
Thze innumbze as made is mencion, 


The fifth boke. 


The firſt called Lucius Emilius, 


Whiche gouerned and ruled all the toun 


And the leconde Catullus Gaius, 


Actilius Regulus the thyꝛde conſulere, 

By al the ſenate ozdayned were theſe thze 
As Jhaue tolde the lelfe ſame pere, 

Foz to gouerne and rule the cyte: 

Ind to pꝛeſerue them from all aduerſite 
Agayne two peoples of Gaule a Lumberdy 
Which them werred of malyce and enuy, 


Of whiche werre ß Romayng ſtode in doute, 
The Senatours x all the citiſayns, (toute 
Becaule agapnſte them there came ſo great a 
Of Lumbardes, by this yal fe the moitttayng, 
oyned together with many fell fozayns, 
hich code departed as made is remeEbzafice 
Fro them of Rome and theyz obeyſaunce. 


The people rude beſtiall and vnſtable 
Together aſſembled wode and furious 
Of multitude very innumerable 
Uengeable ofheartofcozage diſpitoug, 
Uoyde of all reaſon ſodapnly furious, 

As (aythe Bochas J can no further gone 
(Their (oudiers bare gilarmes euverychone, 


Ind giſarmes ofgiſarmes they were called, 
Towarde Nome them haſtpng dap by dap, 
Ol great labour the fotemen (022 appalled 
But aye thepꝛ truſt on muititude laye, 

Of whoſe commyng Rome ſtode in afray, 
And ſpecially the Conlulers thze 


That out were (ent to fight koʒ the cite. 


Four ſcoꝛe thouſand as wꝛite the croniclere 
Mygyty and ſtronge to ſtande at defence 
In his felowchyp had eche Conſulere, 

And of the gilarmes numbze in ſentence 
Thꝛe hundzed thouſande by ſturdy violence 
Gopng on fote, J fynde that they had, 
Eyght thoulande ouer, p all the kelde ſpꝛad. 


Ire ken nat them that rode on hozſbacke, 
hich lixe & thirty thouſand wer in numbze, 
Dire hundzed ouer purpoſed foz the wzacke 
Finally the Romayns to encombze: 

The chadow ol them gaue ſo great an bmbze 
That on the ſoyle twhiche tokoze was grene 
There wag bnnethany ſunne chene. 


Theircaptaine was Bꝛythomatus, 
I manly man and a ful wozthy knyght, = 
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Ind with them went Uiridomarus 

Jnother captayne in ſtele armed bzight, _ 
Twene them a Romapynes long laſt the fight 
But on the party of Rome the city? 

Was ſlayne a Conlull one of the thze. 


After whoſe deth of foꝛtune, anonright 

On the partie of themofRome toun 

Eight hundzed thouſand toke them to flight, 
And thus began the fame and therenoun 

Of Bꝛithomarus, as made is mencion: 

Of whiche victozy his hert was made fayne, 
And on his partie were thze thouſand llapne. 


But the Romapns reſozted be ageyne 

And after that had a ſtronge battayle, 

And in the felde ſo manly they were leyne 
Ind lo p2oudly their enemyes dyd aſſayle, 
That as myne auctour maketh reherſayle 
Of the Gilarmes longe oz it were night, 
Fourty thouſande were ſlayne in that fight. 


The thyꝛde tyme W helpe of them ok Fraunte 
Joyned to Lumbar des a folk of Gaule allo, 
(They fought agapne all out of oꝛdinaunce, 
Beſyde the rpuer that called is the Po, 
Where bothe battaples together had ado: 
Ind as J fynd Conſulers twaine | 
Two Komaine Heltros knightly dyd o2dain 


Manlius Tozquat called was that one, 
Flaminius Flaccus was wythhim pfere, 
Ind with the Komains tozth togider thei gon 
Toward that ryuer with a full manly chere: 
In whyche vattaple the (tozy doeth vs lere, 
Nyne a fourty thouſande ſlayne on that dape 
Of their enemies, that none ne went awaye, 


Bꝛithomarus was taken pꝛiſonere, 

In token of triumphe bzought to Rome toun 
To the tcapitople, wyth a full pale chere 
Bounde in chapnes, there gayned no raũſon: 
Thus hath foztune appalled his hie renoun, 
Ind in token ok his diſcomfiture, 
Olfred to the goddes was his cote armure. 


Thus Lacheſis his lyues thzede gan dzavo 
Tyll Fttropos it bꝛake with ful great paine, 
Uiridomarus that was his felawe | 
Slayne in the feide by Komains in tertaine, 
Ind of theſe woꝛthy pꝛinces twapne 

This was the ende ,and the moztal fall, 

The feeſt accompliſhed called tynerall 


Leaf.crrt, 
And in the tyme of theſe moꝛtall werres 


Atwene theſe dukes a them of Rome toun, 


_ tokens were hewed in the ſterres, 
eruaplous lyghtniges fro the heaut᷑ doun, 
And many an vncouth conſtellacion:.. . 
Sondzy cometes dyd in the welken appere 
Who ſeeth the ſtoʒpes map the trouth lere. 


The water Pytene that renneth in Jtayle 
Vhiche in that countre is a famous flode 
The ſame houre a tyme of their battayle .. 
Is ſaycth the ſtozye, was turned in to bloud: 
Fyꝛes in the eyꝛe mooſt furious and woode, 
That mighty towrs were w the flames bzet, 
Thae mones apperpnge in the Ozient. 


The people foꝛ feare ted in to lowe caues, 
Fo! d2ede wert pale a deedly of their chere, 
And in thze dayes were thze erthe quaues 


Durpnge this werres, and in the lame pere 


Ok greate Appollo fyll downe the ppllere 
Of marbyl whyte, large # of great ſtrength, 
That ſyxty cubytes accoiite was the length. 


And in that tyme, the ſtozy ſayeth not nay, 
Ok Rome a Conſul wyth a great puiſſaunce 
Called Claudius lewe vpon a day 

Thyzty thouſande, a bzoughte to miſchaunce 
Ok the loudiers that came out of Fraunce: 
And ther was flapne w many a taptain lozns 
Uicidomarus,of whome J ſpake tofozne, 


To his greate ame and confuſion 

As it is remembzed by ſcripture, 

The Romains made a great oblacion 
Up to Jupiter, ot his tote armure; - 
And in token ot his diſcomfiture 

Within that temple of golde beaten clere, 
To his dilpite they hyage vp his banere, 


C The. x. Chapter. 
C Howe Siphax kynge of Aumedy 
was take, and dyed in 
pzilon, 
N Ere Bochas bzeuelye fozaremems 


* 2aunce, 
9 werres, debates, and bat⸗ 


a. 
N. 


(That were that tyme in Itayle d Fraũce 
In Spapne, Chapayne, with martial appa- 
And among other in his reherſayles (rails 
He te lleth in Alﬀfrike the great ral 


Jt- 


AtweneHanyball,and wozthy Scipion, 


He toucheth their names # abydeth not long, 
Upon their ſtoʒies he byde not but a while, 
Here not teherlyng their wertes ſtronge 
Noz of there ſtriues he doth not hete compile, 
But downe diſcedyng directeth fozth hys ſtile 
Foz to reherce and tell by wzytynge 

The fal of Siphax, in Numedy kyng. 


This (ayd Siphax, battailes had t wayne, 
One with king Galba, he of very might 
Had eke an other in whych he dyd his payne 
To mete Maſſiniſſa after anonright, 

And both kinges he put to the flyght: 

And of Meſſulie J fynde by wzytynge 
Howe Ma ſſiniſſa was gouernour & kynge, 


This ſayd Siphax thꝛough his chiualty 
Made Malliniſſa to fl ye his region, 
Conſtrapned hym to lpue by robbzy, 

To walte in fozeſtes with beeſtes vp a donn, 
And fo2 diffaute as made is mencion, 

To laue his life he found no better refute, 
But fedde him ſelfe on rotes and on frute, 


Out of his realme Maſſiniſſa was enchaſed. 
Ind conſtrained to ſle fro his countre, 

Fro minde of fol ke his name was out raced, 
Foz no man wiſt where he chulde be: 

His liegemen and fol ke ok his cytie 
Thꝛough al Iffrike knewe no better reed 

Ok his perlone, but dempt that he was deed, 


Thus of kyng Sir hax encrece gan the glozy 
Wuich by fozce two kinges hath outraied, 
And vpon them wonne the victozy, 

Put them to flight # the people affraped, 
Chat Rome #Cartage were of him dilmaied 
Ind eche ol them dyd their buſye laboure, 

Ok their wertes to make hym gouernour, 


Unto Siphax out of Rome town 

As it is wꝛicten foz a memozpal, 

To Numedy was ſent Scipion 

Foz this matter in eſpecial: 

Out of Cartage was ſente Haſtrubal, 
And at the Caſtell where Siphax lap, 
Both twayne arriued at one dap. 


Ind by playne wꝛitinge as J haue conceiued 
And as the ſtozy remembzeth in ſentence, 

At their comyng both were receyued 

Of kinge Siphax with greate reue tence: 


The fifth boke. 


And thzough his notable manly diligence, -- 
As it is wzytten by good xecozde, 
He made thele Capua mes hertly of acozde, 


That they togither lay the ſame nyght, 
They had of Siphax ſo great ſutete 

By pzomyle made, as he was true knyght, 
That nouther ofthem chould diſceyued be: 
But there was founde great duplicite 
Followpng after, who ſo can take hede, 
Lyke as this tozy (hall deupſe in dede, 


Foz by the fraude # falſenes moſt moztall 
Compaſſed befoꝛne, it is thus befall 
That by the (leight of this Baſtruball 
As affricans be nye double all, 

Under luger can hyde well their gall, 
So Haſtrubal by falſe decepcion, 

Under fayze chere deceyued Scipion. 


He bꝛought in Siphar by falſe ſubtilte, 
And by his fleight painted fayze langage, 
That he Goulde with him allied be, 

By full aſſent to haue in mariage 
Sophonilba a maiden ofCartage, 

Which was doughter yong & fayze withal 
As lapeth Bochas, to this Haſttuball. 


The whiche thynge by crafte was bought a» 
Ind accõpiched verily in dede, (bout, 
Ind by thys meane plainly out of doute 
There firſt began rancour and hatrede, 
Simulacion fapned, and falchede 

That atwene Diphar x Haſtruball alag, 
Scipion was deſceiued in this caas. 


Ind after that done was this mariage, 
Siphax ful enempe to this Scipion, 
With Haſtruball rode in to Cartage, 

Ind gan werray againe Rome toun: 

Ind in this while, as made is mencion, 
Kynge MWaſliniſſa out of wildernes | 
Toward Scipion in al haſt gan him dꝛeſſe. 


With his people gan to make him ſtronge, 
Though helpe of Scipion and of Belgius, 
Went againe Siphar,# abode not longe 
His herte againe him was lo enuioug: 

And on a day the ſtoꝛy telleth thus, 
LOyth Aſfricans and folke of Cartage, 
Siphax the Romains met in the vplage. 


Of Maſſiniſſa the people were lo woode 
Upon Siphax auenged fox to be, 
Thzough 
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—Thzough their battayls came to him there he 
And maugre him and his cruelte, Code, 
Ol very manhode, ſpace was none to fie, 

They bꝛought him home thꝛoughe theyz hye 
Into þ haͤds of wozthy Dcipion, (renoune, 


Siphax was take thus oz he was aware 
Under his baner, maugre al his myght, 

Ind in to Rome ledde afoze the chare 

Of Scipion the noble wozthy knight, 

That wan the trifiphe graũted hym of right: 
And Sophoniſba afoze to Spphax wyfe, 
Wed to Waſlinyſſa at thede of all thys ſtryfe. 


Lo howe foztune chaunge can her tydes, 
To one this daye the can be fauourable, 
Marke capitayns and theſe great gydes 
Which wende haue founde her whele table: 
But the is aye frowarde & chaũgeable, 
Frendly to daye to moꝛowe at diſcozde, 

If this be trewe Siphax can beare recoꝛde. 


(This Siphax was ſente out of the toune, 

In chapnes bounde without moꝛe tarpinge, 
And at Tyburnp lay fettred in pꝛilon, 
Dyed at miſchefe made there his endynge: 
And foꝛ bytauſe that he was a kyng, 

The Romayns made of marcial pyte 

Him to be buried, within their citye. 


The. xi.chapter. 
zo howe Mabyu hauynge no tytle but 


by tirannye.toke on hym to be 
kyngof Macedoyne and 


was layne, 
Exte came Habyn ful pytoufly we⸗ 
N * 
Token Jhon Bochas , whyche by 
Dy tirannye | 


Of Matedopne toke on hym tobe kynge, 
Hauynge no tytle laue tytle of robbery, 
Onelp by foꝛce hym ſelfe to magnify: 

Which with tronge hande toke ful poſſeſſion 
Foz to be crowned in thylke region. 


This Wacedopne as by olde wzitynges 
Whplome was had in ful great reuerence, 
Bytaule onely it loured in two thynges, 
Both in knighthode & ſouerayne Sapience, 
Mars there by manhode Pallas by pzudece; 
Ind whyle thele two had gouernatice, 

Ok al welfare they had (uffilaunce, 


Ttal. titu. 


And whyle nobleſſe of theſe thynges twarne 
That is to ſap the floure of hye clergy 

The hye renome mooſte famous x loucrarne 
Ok marciall pꝛoweſſe and of chiualty 

Gouerned that land by new policy, (Röne, 
Than ſtode that kingdome auctours reherce 
Imonge the Grekes lyke an heaucnly ſonne. 


But at the laſt eclypſed was the lyght 

Bath of knighthode and Philoſophy, 
COhan couetiſe gan enter agaynerighte 
Foz to vſurpe vpon the regaly 11 
By intruſion of falſe tyzanny, 

Ind by extozte fozce ma de their entrynges 
Hauyng no title there to reygne as kynges. 


This was chefe cauſe foꝛ Chozt concluſion 
That the nobleſſe of Grece was bꝛoght baas; 
And Matedopne bꝛought to confuſton 

By couetyle that (et them in luch caas: 
Thereby theyꝛ knighthod tranſlated was 
And their polycy,in Cronicles ye may ſe 
Out of Grete into Nome the citpe. 


And among other by clere remembꝛaunce 

Ok ſuche tyzauntes by o2d2e reherſpng, 
Nabyn was one that had gouernaunce 

Jn Wacedoyne, a was therecrowned kyng, 
Without title there falſip reignynge: 

And koꝛ his frowarde contagious cruelte 

He was behated ot Rome the citye. 


The Komayns ſent a mighty Conſulere 
Tytus Flaminius of their werres gyde, 
To Matedopne, he gan to apzoch nere 

To warde Argos where Nabyn dyd abyde, 
Ot entent foz to abate hys pꝛyde: 

But while Ra byn ſtode hielt in eſtate, 

Ol Grete hys lieges with him were at debate 


A Duke called Philopomenes 

With the people that dwelled in Grete lande, 
To ſtryue W Nabyn put hym ſelfe in pꝛees. 
Diſcomfyted him fightynge hande foz hande, 
And at greatmilchete ye hall vnderſtande, 
Alexamenes a knyght of that countre, : 
Slewe thys Nabyn the Cronycle ye may ſe; 


The.rii.Chapiter 


Here Bocha&reherſeth themoztal weeres 
bytwene Romayns# Affricans. 


Ifter 


Fter this Nabyn Bochas dothe pꝛotede 
To tel the wertes and the moztall (tri- 
ues 
Twene Komains and Fffricans in dede, 
Wherby ful many loſt thetr lives, 
Cauled widowes,maidens,s eke wiues 
To wepe a waile, in luch dilioynte they ſtode 
On outher party to ſe the loſſe of bloode. 


Fo: the party of them of Rome towne 
Weremade capitaines and diuers officers, 
Which into affrike w people were ſent down, 
And ſpecially there were two Conſulers * 
Notable in armes, a famous in tho peres, 
Marcus Mälius bozne of the Romain lie, 
That other called Lucius Cenſozine, 


With them was ſent a tribune ful notable 
Ok whom tokoze J made mencion 
Foz the werres moſt wozthy # moſt able, 
meane of ome pꝛoude S cipton, 
hich of their cite was chefeſt champion: 
Okt entent the affricans tanoye 
And ſpecially Cartage to diſtrope. 


And axe by Cartage ther was a citie ſtronge 
Mightely buuded and ſtode vpon the ſee, 
The walles thicke, rounde, ſquare, # longe, 
Chefe diffence called of that countre 

To laue and kepe them from aduerſite, 

And foꝛty cubytes with creſtes marciall, 
Lykeas I fynde, ok height was the wall, 


Ind in the kronte rayled foꝛ the werre, 

Ok ones {quare was an hye dungeon 
Called Vir ſa, fro which wounder terre 
Men myght beholde the courtreis enupꝛon: 
And ss J reade fo their ſaluacion 

The Affricans of purpuſe dyd ozdayne 

Fox their captaines Paſtrubalies twayne, 


The lapd dung ion mightyly bartailed 
Againe al ſautes to ſtand and endure, 
But wozthy Scipion foz al Þhath not fayled 
Fos to appꝛoche and do by buſy cure 
With his engyns mighty ſtronge a lure/ 
Sa that by force this knightmoſtmarciat - 
I great quantite bzake downe of the wal, 


And Lacius called Senlozine 

Departed is with. Marcus Manus, 
And by the Counſapleof Seipion & doctrine 
Both of aſſent in armes vertuous (thus, 
Ther toke their wape ,myne auctour telleth 


The fifth boke, 


Wypth Haſtrubal ſothly and they myght 
Where as he lay that lame day to figyt, 


Theſe Conſulers aſſayled the citye 

Called Cirie,and beate downe the wall, 
Slewe fourtye. M. the Cronycle pe mape le, 
Ok Iffricans by vengeaunce full moztall: 
And their conſtable called Haſtruball 
Was ſlayne that dap, by him it is no doute 
That he molt truſted a next was him aboute. 


And this whyle moſt manly of cozage 
The wozthy Tribune Publius Dcipion 
By very foꝛce is entred in Cartage, 

Ind lixe dapes, as made is mencion 

He # his knightes conſtrapned fo the toun 
That dilpaired with their deedly cheres 
(They of the towne pelded them pꝛiloneres 


MDekely requiryng bnto Scipion 

To recepue them in thys moztall rage, 
That men # women dwellyng in that toun, 
With the citelins pong and olde of age 
Myght abyde and lyue in ſeruage 

Under the Komains,there was no better re⸗ 
And pere by pete pay them a tribute. (fute 


And of Ffkrike that other Haſtruball 
Wyhych among the afoze was crowned kyng, 
Left his eſtate and his power ropal, 

Pelded hym pꝛilonere humbly knelpng, 

Ind his wpfe moſt pitioullp weping, 

Whan that the ſawe her loꝛde taken (ſo, 

Ran in to kyze and bzent her ſelfe foꝛ wo, 


Sixe and twenty thoulande as J fynde 
Whereled of women into captpupte, 

Thirty thouſand of men came behinde 
Tabe pꝛiſoners in great aduerſite, 

And leuentene dayes bꝛent that citpe: 

That in theyz walles was none lo hard fone 
But to poudze it was bꝛent anone. 


And this was done bꝛeuelp to conclude 

By the pꝛoweſſe of Publyus Scipion, 
Sold in ſeruage was a great multitude, 
Their olde loꝛdes led fettred to pzyſon, 
Thys was of Cartage fynall diſtruccion: 
On their coplaints Bocas abideth no whyle 
But into Grece turneth agapne hys tle, 


(The 


of John Bothas 


6 The. xiii.Chap, 


#» Howe kynge Perſeus was by 
Romaynes outrayed and ak⸗ 
ter take. 


N Lacedemoyne remembzynge on 
akynge 

CalledÞerſeug, a full pzoude wer⸗ 
Dltpzour 

Claympyng a tytle vpon hym bſurpyng 
Foz to luccede as trewe enherytour 

Co gret Alilaũdꝛe moſt myghty conquerour, 
Fully affirmpng agayne a certayne day 

He wyll be crowned maugre who layth nay, 


And his name to put in memoꝛp, 

Caſt in his per ſõ to tenewe the pꝛoweſſe 

Ok kinge Aliſaundze, a to encreaſe his glozy, 
Co folowe his traces in knighthode a nobles 
And fy2ft of all ot haſty wilfulnes 

That his conqueſt might (pzede ferre, 

Gan of purpole w Romaines to haue werre, 


But after this he was better auyſed 

Whan he percepued the Parcial apparaple 
Ot the Romapns, whereof he was agriſed, 
Wert aferde their nobleſſe to allaple, | 
Which ape were found victozious in battaile: 


And where afoze he had benrecheles, 
Sent ambaſſatours wb them to treat of pees. 


They had percepued his pꝛeſlumpcion 

Ind howe he was pꝛoude and (urquedous, 
Sent a Conſul with a great power doune 
The name of whome was Sulpicius, 
Wyych deedly hated the lapde Perſeus, 
Thꝛough rancour agayne him wert lolayne 
Ok his ambaſſade haupng but dildayne, 


And their partie foz to foztify, 

With their (aide Conſul Sulpitius 
They ſent another experte tnchiualry, 

I Conlul alſo Paulus Emplius 
Imonge Romains notable and famous: 
Ind folowpng after the ſelfe lame nyght 
The mone eclypſed fully ot hir mygyt. 


A clere token as made is menc ion 

That kynge Perſeus choulde haue a charpe 
And that his lozdlhip x his region (choure 
Shaulde be oppꝛe ſſed voide of al ſocour, 

And that Macedons Quld haue no fauour 
Agapne the Romaing,togider whi they met 


With rounde ſpeares # \wozdes charpe whet: 


The day of battaile to his encreaſe of glozye 
Fo: the party of them of Rome toune, 
There was a knyght that cauſed the victozy, 
onge freche # luſty that called was Caton, , 
ich bzought their enemies to confuſton: 
Foz Wacedonops thzough his great might 
Outraied were, a Perſeus put to fiyght, 


But Emplius the noble Conlulere 

Sent acapitaine called Octauius, 

To purſue after in coſtes ferre and nere 

The pꝛoude kyng the (ayde Perſeus, 

And he was take foz there was no reſcug 
With his ſõnes, that were in numbze twaine; 
Philip a Bliſaundze the ſtozy is certaine. 


Myne auctour telleth here of zinges mam 
Thurty in numbze,the firſt Gramaus, 
Which haue reigned within acedonp, 
And laſt of all was this Perſeug: 

The numbze of yeres, Bochas wꝛyteth thus 
Was nyne hundzed as I remembze here, 
DSpace of their reigning with. xxitii-yere, 


After tranſlated was the region 

With al their ples vnto the obeyſaunce 

Ok them of Rome without excepcion: 

To great loꝛds that were of moſt puiſaunce 
Abode there long vader gouernaunce. 

And Perleus diſcolate of chere 

Durpnge his lyfe abode there paiſoner, 


The. xiiii.chapiter. 


Howe the people of Achaia with theie 
chele titye Cozinthe by Romains 
was diſtroied. 


— Dus the loꝛdechyp weared out and 
n 


ot Macedoyne,as made is mencts 
ye two countrepes thertoadiacet 
That one Achaia a litle region, 
Ind Spartonopſe gopnge enutron, 
Mygyty of people, and o great ſubſtaunce, 
Ia one conkederate, and of one alpaunce, 


They were cõtopned, e both made al one 

By a maner faithful conuencion, (kone 
And whan the Romaines knew the foz their 
Hauinge their frend@ypin lulpeccion 
They caſt to make a diliunction 


Bps 


Bytwene theſe laͤdes in bꝛead and length, 
Foz thig dyſceuered is weked of hys tregth, 


Oꝛdayned cytyes # townes here # yonder, 
LOheron the Romayns gan make a decre 
That their loꝛdchyppes chuld be let a ſonder, 
Whych made the people in euery great citie 
Whi they knewe their lubtylite 

To ryſe at ones, moſt cruel of their cheres 
Ind wold haue flaine þ Komayn meſlagers, 


And fynally by thys occaſyon | 
Romapns agayne them gan were furious, 
Coke hardynes of their deuyſion: 

And a Conſul called Meuius 

A manlye knyghte in armes full famous, 
In to Ichaya was from Rome lent, 

It to diſtroy by great auylement. 


They of Achava by they: negligence 

Ind by their frowarde wylful recheleſneg, 
Ol verye pꝛide liſt make no diffence, 
Thought them ſelf, wythout auiſeneſſe 

Of power able and tronger in louthnes 
Than were Komains verelp in dede, (hede. 
Thus were they ſtroyed afoze oz they tooke 


They ſtode in hope in their ſturdines 

By that battayle to haue had greate pyllage, 
Ot the Komayrrs to haue won great ryches, 
Ind fo2 a pompe of wylful falſe do:age 

They toke theyz wiues # wome youg of age 
And ſet them vpon an hye mountayne, 
That their miyode myght in the keld be leine. 


Whan the Romains met them in battayle, 
They diſpurueped and out of oꝛdynaunte 
Slayn lyke beaſtes,their power gan to faile 
Of froward p2tde x recheles gouernaunce, 
That Achapa was bought to miſchaunce: 
Women a chyldzen foꝛ ſozowe almooſte mad, 
Tolpue in leruage were to Rome lad. 


Coꝛinthe that tyme was their chefe cytye 
Diſtroyed by Romapns & bought to ruyne, 
Whych among cityes(in Bocas ye map le) 
Aboue all other dyd in honour Tyne: 

Ok al Sciences there ſtoured the doctrine, 
And »fcraftes artificersmoſt wple, ( diſe. 
Reken al the wozld ther was chefe marchaũ⸗ 


Thus vnwarly in their moſt nobleſſe 
Sittynge of foztunein the hygh ſtage, 
They were didtroied of treaſour @ rychelle 


The fifth boke. 


B2ought to nought e by langhter a pyllage, 
Their walles bꝛotze in that cruel rage: 

And in that bꝛenyng Bochas (ayththeleuin 
Raught a great part vpwarde to the heuen, 


Playne with the erth the walles bzokedoun; 
The people ſlapne mercileſſe ponge and olde, 
Fad there was madea great diuyſion, 
Some led in ſeruage a ſome of thẽ were lolde: 
Pmages of coper ,of lyluet, and of golde 
Wyereſodaynely in all that violence 


Togyther molte, lo hote was the keruence, 


Ok whych metall thus after it is fal, 

Golde lyluer and copet medled in to one, 
Coper of Cozinthe men dyd it call 
Thzough al the woꝛld of cuſtome euerychon; 
Fame of whych metal is ſo ferre gone, 
That the veſſels fozged of the ſame, 
Cozinthoyſe called is the name. 


After Cozinth was thus bzent tonought, 

A pꝛince called Philyp Phplermene, 

To Bochas hath his cõplaynte bought, 

In whole face and chere it was well (ene 
The wokull conſtraynt of his moꝛ talt tene: 
And he was whylome(Bochas Doth ſpe cily) 
Lode of a citye called Uallaquy, 


Martus Actilius toke hi ..c pziſonere, 
B2ougyt him to Rome, lyſt hymnot reſpite, 
Next to Bochas with an heup chere 
Appered a kayght called Democrite, 

Ol Etholys myne auctour doth ſo wzyte 

He was chete loʒde, but he and his countre 
Tranſlated were vnto Rome the citye, 


Thys Duke was caſt a chaynedin pziſon, 
Elcaped ones in ſtozy as J fynde, 

Take agayne,th:owe in a der ke dungeon, 
There foz loꝛo we went out ofhys mpnde, 
Slewe him ſelfe at miſchefe agapne kynde: 
Lo howe thele pzinces pzsude #recheles, 
Haue chameful ende that can not liue in pees. 


Che. xb. Chapiter 


hoe greate Yntiochus bſynge ryot and 
vycious lyupnge by Marcus Acti⸗ 
ling was outrayed and dyed 
(odaynly, 


To- 


T Ouchynge the lozye in oꝛder here folo⸗ 
wynge 


Of Seleuchug x great Antiochus, 
Ok his mother Leodices and the kyng, 
With other tokens a ſygues meruecxloug, 
And how allo the lame Seleuchus 
Had in his thygh as wzyten is tolozne , 
P2ynt of an anker þ day whi he was bozne, 


And al the chyldzen by ſucceſſion 
Had by dyſcent boꝛne of his linage, 

zint of an anker, as made is mencion, 

n the fourth booke with al the lurplulage 
Ok other tokens ther tolde in plaine lagage , 
Ind of the ſapde ſame Seleuchus 
Came by dilrent the lapde Antiochus. 


Whoſe herte was ſet ofhye touetiſe 
To tolo w his lues and dilectacions, 
And ſpettallp he taſt gan and deuiſe 

To wynne in Grece diuers tegions: 

Ind ot the people he caught occaſions 

By theit fauour to conquere their countre, 
Ind rebel agapne Nome the cite. 


With multitude and great apparaile 

He gate in Grete caſtels and eke touns, 
Longing to Rome ,conquered by battayle, 
Toke vpon hym in his pzeſumpcions 
Falſly to folowe the inclpnacions 

Ok hys birthe, while he dyd abyde 

Ina titie that called was Talcide 


Foꝛ cauſe of louth he lefte his chyualry, 


Foꝛſoke Mats and tokehym to Cuppde, 


Reſtyng the wynter he lpent in lechery, 

Jn watche,# ryot,chaſe Wenus to his gyde: 
Senſualirie made reaſon ſtande aſyde, 

And by theſe meanes fozCozte concluſion, 
He was conueyed to his dyſtruction, 


Ind whan ß winter with his froſtescolde 
PaſTed was and al his ſtozmes kene, 

In ryote (pentand waſted as J tolde, 

Ind Ueer tame in wyth his newe grene, 
Ind freche Floꝛa which is of flours quene 
Ok tuſtome gynneth her motles out dꝛeſſe, 
In whych ſeaſon as auctours all expzeſſe 


Kinges & pzinces with martial apparaple 
Time whan Phebus in the ram doth yne, 
They them diſpoſe to go out to battaple, 
Fox exercyſe of marciall diſciplyne: 

And downe from Rome expert in p doctryne 


of John Bdchas 


Dyſcended is Parcug-Irtyliug 


Igapne thys bitious pzoude Sntiochng, 


This noble Marke pzoued in armes wele, 

Which in his tyme. was lo good a night, 

Vith al his hoſt at med in bzyght tele 

Agapne Antiochus came tothe felde right: 

Upon a mozowe whan 
Set bis wardes by captaing 

Vpon a hil Called Thermophyles 


Antiochus bpon that other iyde 
Whom glotony and ryotdydoppeeſe, 


us hone b:zyght 
be thees, 
+ 


And dꝛonken Bachus wyth hym dyd abyde 


w Wozpheus wyfeot ſlöber chete goddefſe, 
Which cauſed him thozugh flouthe & pdelneſſe 
That pꝛouidence out of his tourt yas gone, 
Cauſyng b day the laughter ot many one. 


Whi the ConſulMarcus | wozthy knyghte 
His aduerſaries pꝛond iy gan aſſaile, 

They vnpuruayed tone thẽ to the flyght, 
Dilatayed, they might not auaple: 

Thus Intiochug ted out of battayle, 
Foz againe Romapnes he myght not endure, 
T herfoze on hym fyl the dilcomfiture, 


Thus rebuked fled to Ephelie 
Ferrc in Grece, a there to dwell he chets, 
Sent to Romains a great amballadzye 


With the ſaide Marcus foz to treat of pees: 
But in this ambaſſed this is very doutles 
Whan they attained of Marcus the pzeſece 
Tyey were rekuled, and had no audience. 


Of which Antiochus greatly was achamed, 
Caſt againe Rome okt hate and enmpte 

To rapſe a power, hath of newe attamed 
To gather ſhyppes make a great atme, 
Gynne a werte agayne them on the ſee, 
Dauynge an hope vnder a cowarde dꝛede 
Better on the water thi on the lande to ſpede. 


Made hys Gyppes be ſtuffed wyth vytayle, 
And hys captaynes hath the lande ar pe 
But whan þ Komapns of newe gan hiaſſaile 
Y ys ſhippes bꝛent, a al bys Cuffs was take, 
And as mine auctoz cbpEdiouſly doth make, 

Thus on the lee the Romains werraying 
He was outraied, the tozye wytnellyng. 


Pet efte agayne to hys confuſyon | 
Upon the lande he gan make om itt 


os 


Met wyth Coznely calledSripion 

Bith waynes & cartes made foz þ wer Crog, 
Dhod wyth yꝛon, at pe lithes ſet amonge 
Jatrauers wille by great dzdinaunce, 

But foʒ all ye was bzoughtto milchaunce. 


With Oliphaſites #x Caſtels on their backe 
That daye was flaine many wozthy knyght, 
Upon his hoſt ſo cruel was the wzacke 
That he conſtrayned tokehym to the flyghte, 
Fo:(oke the coũtre fled out of mennes {yght; 
To the Komayas,he coude it not delaye 
Eche pere ton ray ned a tribute foz to pay. 


But he of fraude becauſe of his tribute, 
Fo:couetyſe fained (oze pouerte. 

Gathered eqbbours,and by fal fe purſute 
Opp2eſled Marchauntes Ipo pled the coutre 
Kobbed temples of hateful cruelte, 

And fro Jupiter called Dodanon 

Tobe al the relikes the ſtozy telleth ton 


D pd latrilege. and entred in that cloſe 
Without reuerente 02 any obſeruaunce, 
Foꝛ whych the temple agayne him role, 
And ag i is put in remembzaunee 
By the goddes there fil a great vengeatice 
Upon this tyzaunt,quakyng in his dzede 
Ill ſodenly he fyl togrounddede, 


C Lenuope. 
His tragedy of Intiochus 
yo lyſt in omꝛe his froward ſtoꝛy ſe, 
Firſt to all vertue he was contrarious, 
Ind rebell euer to Rome the cite: 
Juſtly accuſed of vicious thinges thze, 
Ot pꝛide, louth, and of glotony, 
Ind of diloꝛdinate ſuper flupte, 
Ok nyght exceſſe, xpot, and lecherp. 


On him the Romains were victozious 
Twypyſe on the land, ones on the lee, 

He was not hardy, but malicious, 

Ju tuerp battaple his cuſtome was to flee: 
Ther vices reigne ther e map no grace be, 
To al (urfettes his luſt he dyd apply, 
Noyſed & diſclaũdꝛed though his coũtre 
Ofnyght excelle, cyot, and lecherp. 


Imonge his lieges wode and diſpytoug, 
Ind foz a cowarde knowe in ß kelde was he, 
The oe toppꝛeſſe a wolfe moſt furious, 
And by diſceite a fore foz ſubtilte: 

Noman moꝛe froward of hie noz low degre, 
Noz mozedeliting in kalched noz flatery, 


The fifth boke. 


What was his ende: a ſodain deth patde, 
Fox his outrages of pzide,and lecherp. 


Noble Þzinces of pꝛudence full famous 


In al pour greateſt rotal mateſte, 
Remembzeplaynly if pe be vertuous 
pechall er in longe pꝛolperite: 
Where the contrary cauſeth aduerſite, 
Is this ſtoꝛy afoze doth ſpecifye, 

Of Antiochus caſt fromhis dignite 
Foz this great pꝛide, riot, and lecher pe. 


Che. vi. Chap. ö 
Dow Jeronimus kig of Ciracuſe was flapn, 
how Scipio African g laboured foz c6- 
mon wele of Romains was exiled by 
them, and ſo dyed. 

AZ ter the dethofthys Antiochus, 
Ther came a pꝛice to Bocas coplaining, 

Which that was called Jeronimus 

Of Cyzacule whylom lozde and kyng: 

LOhych of his lieges he nothing treſpaſing 

Slayne was, wyth his thze ſuſters dere 

Df hatred, myne auctour w2yteth here. 


Ciracuſanes had a condicion 

Thzough cha'iges newe aye to be vnſtable, 
Ot wilful malice vopde of al reaſon 

On their kinges foz to be bengeable: 

(They loued not to haue them perdurable, 
But euer pere ofcuſtome,this is trewe, 
Them togouerne to haue a pꝛince newe. 


Ind foz their chaũges # their vncouth ſtriues 
Wyth vartaunce of their condycions 
Becauſeno frute is founde in their liues 
Noz in their ſtozies noz in their lucceſſtons, 
I wyl paſſevuer and ſpeke of Stipions, 
And tirſt to wzite of the wozthy man 
Called in his tyme Scipio Iſtrican. 


A famous knight in al nacions 

Foz his conqueſt choʒtlp to conclude, 
Which had bzought full many regions 
Moꝛe by voyſdome than by multitude 
To obey the Romayns:but foz ingratitude 
Whych that he fonde in themcas I rede) 
How he wzought,to tel I wyll pꝛocede. 


It is remembzed ofhis woꝛthynes 
While that he was flouring in ponge age, 
How Rome was made lady a mayſtreſſe 
Ok man a lande, to their auauntage: 
Ind ſpecially all Fffrike# Cartage 


By 
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By hys pꝛoweſſe as made is mention, 
Were bꝛought of Romans vnder ſubiection. 


But they againeward were to him bnkynde, 
By accuſactons fonde out by their falſeneſſe 
Sayd agayne hym(c as tt is put in mynde) 
By recozde of many a falſe wytneſſe, 

That he Gould haue imbezeled the rychelle 
Of Cartage and Iffrike thecountre, 

Whych appertayned to Rome the cyte, 


But againeward this noble African 
P2oudly gaue anſwere to his accuſours, 

He neuer woythhelde fro tyme 5 he began 
Toward him ſel fe, no parte of theyz treſours: 
Saue as the manere is of conquerours 

Foz to conſerue hys wozſhyp # his name, 

As moſt was p2ofit to the towaes fame. 


This is to meane playnly and not tary, 

He neuer accroched treaſour nere noz ferre 
Towarde hym ſelke, but that was neceſſary 
Foz their woꝛchyp to mayntaynetheyz Wer: 
And pet that tyme he was their lode ſterre, 
To encreale their boũdes x fully his delite 
Was al hole ſet to the comon pꝛokpte. 


He toke none hede of all the (urpluſage 

Df their treaſours — their great rycheſſe, 
The name reſerued ok Fffrike # Cartage 
To hys knyghthod and his hye noble ſe: 
But their malicious expert vakyndnelle, 
was in cauſe bꝛeuelp to compyle, 

Hys body fro them perpetually to exple, 


Caſt him neuer wythin Rome toun 

After that daye amonge them to be ſeyne, 
Unkyndeneſle gaue hym occacion 

To abſent his perſon, ⁊ of hye dyſdayne 
To erple hym leife a neuer to come agapne: 
But koz to abyde in a (mal vyllage 

Called Lynterne,whan he was fal in age, 


Ind foz men ould mynde on hym haue, 

By amaner of indignacion 

In Epitaphie he let vpon hys graue, 

Which laide thus to them of Kome toun: 

O people vnkynde,vnkynde agayne reaſon, 
My funeral aſhes noz my bones dede 

In thy walles thou Galt neuer poſſede, 


Jn thyne bnkynde frowarde tetitozp 
My bones ſhall not reſt noz abyde. 
But thyne vnkpndneſſe to put in memo 
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Leaf. crTV; 


To remembzaunce hal be red full wyde: 
Ok thele letters graue on euery (yde 
Byrepozt onely of this (mall ſcripture, 


Whych here is let vpon my ſepulture. 


Lo here the cauſe by bzefe dyſcripcion 
Set on my graue,foz a inemoziall 

Why that my bones out of Rome toun 
Be buried here lowe vnder thys wall, 
In exile holde my keaſt funerall: 
Unkyndneſſe me dꝛoue out of that cyte, 
(That wzought lo much koꝛ thecomonte; 


CThe.xvii.Chapter. 


CHowe Scipio Iſian loꝛde of Aſpe that 
laboured euer foꝛ the comon wele 
was murdzed. 


Fter the ende of thys African 
Called i his time woꝛthy Scipion, 
Came next his bꝛother Scipio Aſpan, 
Which in Aſie had dominacion: 

Gayne whom was made an accuſacion 

To al the Senate, that he vntruly Gold 
Certapne treſours towarde hym lelfe whold 


Whych that he in Aſie had wonne 

n hys conqueſt, by many ſtrong battaple: 
Vhich accuſacion falſly was begonne 

Ok olde enup cauſleſſe,thys is no fayle, 
Whole wozthyneſſe, full muche dyd auayle 
Tocomon p2ofpt,by thele two conquerours 
By great ritchelle enereaſyng their treſours, 


The tone in Affrik as pe haue hard me tell 
By hys wyldome and his chinalrp, 

That other in Iſia whych dyd excell 

In hye pꝛoweſſe, as bokes ſpecifpe: 
Flalſly hyndzed ot hatred and enup, 

By compalſlyng of one Ant iochus, 

Yym to diſtroy he was (odeliroug; 


Hot withſtãding thele twayne Scipions 
Had in their tyme, by manifolde battaylg 
Bought vnto Nome ſo many regions 
Toobey their citie w marcial apparayls: 
And euer moꝛe to their great auails, 
B2ought in treſours to encreace w their toun 
Pet haue they wzought to their diſtruceion. 


L.il, The 


Che tone in exyle as made is mencion 

Dyed alas, whan that he was olde: 

The ſeconde was murdzed in pꝛilon, 

Their boeth ſtozyes remembzed here x tolde, 
To yeue example to pꝛintes manyfolde, 
That who that laboureth foꝛ a comonte, 
Leſeth oft his thãtze, by Scipions ye may ſe. 


The. xviii.chapter. 
C How the Duke Philopomenes was take, 
put in pziſon,after dꝛanke poilon, and 
lo dyed, 
Fter the pꝛoteſle of theſe two Scipions 
A Twene two peoples wylfull and reche⸗ 
les 
Began in Grete newe diſtencions, 
Twene Acheops and Etholois doutles, 
Ind a great Duke Philopomenes, 
I Punce þ tyme of full great puiſſaunce, 
Had of Peſlſenois holy the gouernaunce, 
This (ayde P2ince Philopomenes 
Leadyng his hoſt vpon a ful tayze playne, 
A's he rods armed and put him ſelfe in pꝛees, 
Myd his people as gouernour q wardaine, 
Folke out of rule foz to call agayne, 


Upon his ſtede as he gan them fette 
In due oꝛdze, his wardes foz to let, 


And this Pꝛynte of pozt moſt martial 

In the purſute which that he gan make, 
Amonge his enemies he had a ſodaine fall, 
Uoyde of al reſcue vawarely he was take: 
Ok al his frendes lyke a man fozſake, 
Amonge his enemies bzought vito priſon, 
There made an ende by dzinkynge of poyſon. 


Of Philopomenes this was the fatal caas , 
Out of gouernance his people diſolate, 
Except a captaine called Ligozias, 

Whych in the werres was wonder foztunate 
Of Acheops toke on him the (ate 
Them to gouerne and the people lede, 

Ok hym no moze in Bochas J do rede. 


Che. xix. chapiter. 


à Ofthe thyꝛde Scipion Naſica 
p euer wzought much foꝛ the co⸗ 
monte. 


A ne auctoure here maketh a dygrel⸗ 
von, 

And reherſeth foz a memoꝛial 

Ok the thyzde woztyy Scipion 

Called Naſica, whych in elpecial 

By diſpoſycion verye naturall (gage, 
Holde amonge Komapynes by repoꝛte of lau⸗ 
Pallinge all other in wildome and cozage, 


Olde of dilcrecion a not but yonge of yeres, 
Foz a mpꝛacle myne auccour doth expꝛeſſe 
Whan Senatours ſente meſlageres 

In to Frigia by great auplenelle, 

Foz Berolynthia moſt famous goddeſſe, 
Pha the was bzought by them yp dyd her gide 
In houſe noz temple che would not abyde 


Daue inthe palays of this Scipion, 

To put his name moze in remembꝛaunce. 
The whych allo thzough his hie renoun 
Gallogrois he bought to vttraunce, 

A people of Gtece fette out of gouernaunte: 
But Scipton gau them fo werrep 

Maugre their malice þ Romains foz to obey, 


Wher by his name was put in memoꝛp, 

And ful gret thake he hath in Rome deſerued, 
Bycaule onely ot his greate victozp 

Foz which the triũphe was to him reſerued: 
But at laſt full fallly he was lerued, 

Of the Komains, after their olde manere 

In chis tragedy anone as ye hal here. 


Ifter he had augmented their treaſours, 
Conquered in Aſia many regiong, 


Cauſed of their fone that they were bictours 


Appealed of Graccus the falſe occaſtons 
Compaſſed of malyce by newe dilcenciong, 
At wene the people and alſo the Senate 

He ot hye wyldome hath ſtynt al that debate, 


Truſtynge ß Romains Scipio was begiled, 
Loſt their fauoure # offended nought: 

By them vnwarelp baniſhed and exyled, 
Clene foꝛgoten, put out of their thought. 

Fo tomon pzofite al that he hath wzought 
The guerdon loſt, thus pzpnces can not le, 
Ok al that done foz auy comonte. 


Lyke a blaſe foz a whyle lyght 
Whych ſheweth clere+ is neuer after ſepne, 


D2 lyke a ſonne foꝛ a moment bꝛyght 


Unwarly chꝛouded wa ower of rapne 
Byght ſo the windy fauour blowpnge ba 
TI a Pap 
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May be relebled foz mutabilite, 
Of them that do foz any comonte. 


The people foloweth their owne opinions, 
Ja their conceytes thep be lo wonderful, 
Wu holdeth the bꝛydel of their Dilcrecions, 
Their haſty dempyng lo beſttall ts @ dull: 
Like blynd bayarde they bzayde at a pul, 
Co quite þ guerdons of marciall bounte 

Ol them that done foz any comonte. 


This day a p2ice ſtaͤdeth in the peoples grace 
Lyke as thep would his name Deity, 

Jboue the ſterres in Jupiters place 

With Mats a Phebus hys name to tellify 
But by to mozow ther commeth a ſoden lupe 
Shewpng there is a full faynte lutete 
Otthem that do foz any comonte. 


And fo to affirme that it is trewly ſo, 

Cal thꝛe Stipions to remembzaunce, 

Firſt of Iffrike and Ilie both two 

Note i cronicles their knightly gouernaũce, 
Their reſtleſſe labours Romais toz tauaũce: 
Regen agaynwarde how thele pzinces thzee, 
Were full vngoodly quit by the comonte. 


CLenuoye, 

D Þis tragedy of thze Stipions, 

So wozthy in knighthobe #eke notable 
Made lo many famous regions 
Sudpiecte to Romecthis ſtozpe is no fable) 
Wher the Komapus double d dilceiuable 
Dhewed agaynward to thele painces thze, 
Tye thanke loſt aud guerdon couenabig 
Ok hym that Doth foz any comonte, 


Eetzen vp in Affrike the citpes # the touns, 

Great Cartrage with caſtels detenlable, 

Netzen in Ilie the great poſſeſſions 

IPpth reuenues very innumerable, 

Reken their trytiphes of pzile incoparable, 

Whych conſidzed ye map a myꝛrour ſe 

Howe the guerdons be falſe d laſkyſable, 
Of them that do foz any comonte, 


They were whilom the Romayns chapiong 
Ot Senatours to ſet the honoure ſtable, 

To auoyde diſcozde and al diſcencions 
Atwene the comons and ſtates honozable: 
But the that is of cuſtome aye chacigeable, 
J02tune,in whom map be noſurete, 
Sheweth in her whele the guerdos mutable 
Or themß done foz any comonte. 


Leaf. txxvi. 


Noble pzinces payſe in pour reaſons. - 

All woꝛldly thynge in erth is tran(mutable, 
Faynt and vnſure your dominacions, 
Charter is ther none to make the perdurable 
D0z0we at departing your bodies coztipable 
I thyng reſemblyng Þ neuer bad be, 
Recoz2de on Dcipios by guerdons lemblable 
Ol them that done foz any comonte. 


Truſt neuer in your opinions 

But Þ your power is eche day remeuable, 
Be not made blynde in pour diſcrecions 

But conlidꝛe by examples reſonable 

The eye of foztunelyke haſarde,tetournable- 
Wyth ſodayne chaunge of falſe felicitie 

Unto the guerdong dayly comparable, 

Ok them that done foz any comonte, 


The.rxr .Chapiter 
#®Dowe Duke Hanpball after many vic: 
tozious dedes murdꝛed hun lelle 
wyth poiſon. 


Ext, to hon Bocas as J rede 
Out of Affrik # Cartage therwithal 
Cher came a Duke Þ had moolteha- 
Agayne the Romapyns in eſpectall, 
This famous paince called Hanpball, 
By whole pzoweſſe as it is well knowe 
The ſayd Romains were bzought ful low, 


And amonge other wozthy Dukes all 
As olde Cronicles maketh mencion, 
Of Hanpbal the fate is ſo befal 

It hys byzth by dyſpoſicion 

That of yys naturall conftellacion, 
Set in the heuen that he Gould be 
Perpetually enemy to Rome the eyte. 


As the ſtoꝛye of hym doth deuile, 

YOuile his father Duke whylom of Cartage 
Called Impylchar,dyd ones ſacrifyſe 

To his goddes,and he nyne pere of age 

D wozne and auowed of hert a ofcrzage 
Durynge his life wythout excepcion, 

Cuer to be enemy vnto Rome toun. 


Thys Mattes childe thys luſty pong knight 


(trede 


Was to Cartage the ſtronge myghty wal, 


Whych ſucceded in his fathers ryght 
Ifter the deth of wozthy Haſtruball: 
Fyzſt he made a werte ful moztall 

Gapne Dagitinois,as it is ſpeciſped, 
Cauſe wyih Romayng Þ they inere alped, 


t. 


A dꝛeme he had and was thus in ſentence, 
That he chuld coaquere in battaile 

Maugre al tho that ſtande at diffence 

Two myghty coũtreis, fyʒſt @patne a than 
Down diſcedig with gret apparaile (Itaile, 
Paſſing the famous ryuer Jberus 

And where he rode alwate victozious. 


With him, of Xffrike many chefetayns 

Rode thzough Gaule,found no refiſtence, 
Ot Ppꝛenes by the hye mountayns 
Tolhewe the rigour of his magnyficence, 
Ouer the Alpes by ſturdy violence, 

Not wſtandynge the paſſage was ful wycke 
Ok aydinge froſtes, and ot laowes thicke, 


A great party ofhys people loſt 

By the conſtraint of that fell paſſage, 

Boſe # Oliphantes that many beſaunt coſt, 
Foũde great daſigere of thẽ in his cariage: 
Aſſaut of bzigantes whan thep found auaun- 
Ind as Bochas put inremebzance, (tage 
Felte great loſſe of al hys ozdinaunce, 


The Alpes paſſed with trauayle # great wo, 
Thys Yanyball with al his chiualry 
Apꝛoched is the riuer ofthe Po, 

Came to atovone that called is Curſye 
Which ſtandeth vpon the cyte of Paupe, 
Where a Conlul called Scipton 

Gaue hym battaple euyn afoze the toun, 


The lame Conſull Gneus Scipion 
Whych by pꝛowes of manly Hanpbal 
Was dilcomfited,as made is mencion 
Tofoze Paupe had a ryght foule fal: 
(The fy2\t victozy in eſpecial 

That he had beyonde the mountapns, 
Whan he purlued taſſayle the Romayng, 


Sempꝛonius another Conſulere 

That was felowe to the ſapde Scipion, 
Sent cke fro Nome Wa full pzoude chere 
Gayne Hanpball:but in his comyng doun 
To toꝛe Trelb ie a large myghty to wne 
Outraped was by fatal auenture, 

And after neuer his fal myght recure, 


Ok two Conſulers this was the wokul fyne, 


Sempꝛonius and Gneus Scipion: 

Ouer the mountapne called Fppenyne: 
Went Hanibal tyꝛougiy his great renoun, 
To great domage and great confuſion 

Ok his people that paſſed the mountaine g, 


The fifth boke. 


Diſtroped w tolde, ſnowe, a hydeous rayns, 


Loſt his knightes, hys treſour a his goodeg, 
There myght as tho be made no defence, 

His gret ſtedes dzowned in the floodes 
By the waters mighty vpolence, 

Fonde foz the time no better reſiſtence, 
Saue he eſcaped fro that ſodayne wzacke 
On an Oliphaũte, ge rydyng on the backe. 


So impoztable was his greuous papne 
Onelp bozne bp of marcial cozage, 

Pet there he loſt one of his epen twapne 
Kept of knighthode one chere # one byſage: 
Thzough Itaple helde alway his paſſage, 
Slewea Conſull called Flaminius, 

Thus in thze battayls he was victozious, 


But in thys whyle as (aythe myne auctoure 
Quintus Fabius ſubtyl and diſceyuable, 
Whiche was in Rome a famous dictatour 
And he apperceyued by tokens ful notable 
No Romapne captaine was in tho dayes able 
As it was chewed by experience 

Gapne Hanpball tomakereſiſtence, 


pet in his conceyte he ſubtillye gan ſerche 
To fynde a waye he dyd his buſy paine, 
Day by day gan fully theron werche 
Outher by fraude oz ſome copaſſed trayne 
To lye in wapte, and ſecretely ozdayng 
Embuſſhmentes to his auauntage, 

Ol Hanpvall to ſtop the paſſage. 


But al his traynes ſerued himof nought, 
Foz Hanpbal this wozthy Affrican 

In his conqueſt ſo pzoudly hath wzought, 
So ite a pzinceand a knightly man 

Fo thilke tyme that he wertes gan 

Agayne the Romaynsg both on ſee # lande, 
That they were feble his power to with ad. 


This Quitus fabius kept him alwap cloſe, 
Lyinge a wapte to fal on Hanibal, 

Ind of aſſent eke to his purpoſe 

There was one Uaro manly & wyſe wpthal: 
And thele twayne in eſpeciall 

Within Pople a large great countre 
Fought wyth Hanybal at Cannas the cytie, 


As the ſtoꝛy maketh reherſayle 
The Romayne party of wozthy werriours 
Where fozty thouſand flayne in battaile, 
Emilius Paulus # thurty ae. Fe 
C 
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Twenty in numbꝛe þ had ben Pꝛetours, 
And thꝛe hundzed captaynes of eſtate 
Slayne by Haniball, in that moztal debate. 


And by the laughter of Emiliug 

The noble conſul, Nomains diſpayzed, 

And Hanybal that day victozious 

To his lodgyng is agayne repapzed: 

His fone outrayed and moztally appayzed 
kneweno refute agayne this manly knyght, 
But at miſchefe toke them to the flyght, 


The which day yf that Hanyball 

Had them folowed ou to the towne, 
By the counſayle of one Marthaball, 

A manly knyght a pꝛince ofhye renowne, 
He Goulde haue had full poſſeſſion 

That day of Rome lyke to hys entent, 
But J (ſuppoſe foztune lyſt nat aſſent, 


In thys pꝛoceſſe playnlye as J rede (pous, 
This Hanyball werte pzoude d ryght pom⸗ 
Of four victozies dempt hym ſelte in dede 
Aboue all other to be molt glozious, 

Ofhis cozage moſt inly ſurquedous: 

But o alas alytle ſlouth and pzyde 

Fo lacke of purſute his conqueſt ſet aſyde, 


Pet in hys conqueſt ofknightes þlayedede 
Of Conlulers olde and yonge of age, 

With Senatours the pꝛoceſſe who lylli rede 
Slayne inthe felde in that moztall rage, 
Duke Hanpbali ſent vnto Cartage 

Of clene golde by recoꝛde of wzitynges, 
Out of the felde thze buſhell full of rynges, 


Ifter four victozies here remembꝛed, 

By and by the pꝛoceſſe who lyſt (e, 

Jn which many wozthy were diſmembzed 
Bothe of Ffkrike and Rome the cite, 

Ibate gan the great pzoſperite 

Of Hanpbal by froward auenture 

Set ones backe foztune is harde to recure, 


After the flours ofhys felicite 

His nobleſſe dꝛewe to declination =» 

To Capne he went a myghty tronge cite, 
There to loiourne as made is mencion, 

Ill the tyme of wynter colde ſeaſon: 

Where to his luſt and bodily plealaunce, 
Of ail vitaple founde great haboundaunce, 


Whiche made his knightes flowe to werre, 
Foz wine, women, and plenty of vitaple 


Leaf.crrvii; 


Full oft ſythe tauſe men to erre, 
Make them feble their enemyes taſſayle: 
Goꝛges agroteied enboſſed their entraple, 
Dilſpoſeth men rather to reſt and ſlepe, 
Then of their enempes foz to take kepe. 


But whan wynter with his kroſtes colde 
Was ouergone in thylke region, 

Hanpball gan his purpoſe hol de 

To lape a ſiege bnto Rome towne, 

But lo great raynes fyli fro heauen downe; 
Do great tempeſt vpon euery ſyde, 
Foz the conſtraynt he myght nat abyde, 


To foztifye the ſayde Danyball 
Agayne his enemies where he had ado, 
Sent letters bato Yaſtruball 

In right great haſte foz to come hym to: 
But foꝛtune her whele hath tourned ſo 
That Haſttuball wer he lothe oz fayne, 
By Salmatoꝛ venquiched was and flayne; 


Ok whiche miſchefe and diſcomfiture 
Hanpbal gan dull in hys cozage, 
Complapned ſoze of hys miſauenture, 
Knewe no refute agayne thys moztall rage: 
Herde eke ſay that Iffrike and Cartage 
LOere ofnewe tobys confuſion, 


— Strongly werryed by wozthy Scipion. 


Dipharalſo of Numedy kyng 

Which agayne Romayns gan a werremake, 
Maugre his might and all his fell wozkyng 
Was by fozce of Scipion ytake, 
Wyerthꝛough his cozage greatly gan allake: 
And how Cartagechete ot that region 
Belieged was allo by Scipion. 


Thus Hantyball conſtrayned was of nede 
Home to repayze foz reſcueof Cartage, 
Ind was alſo in bokes as J rede 

The (ame tyme fall farre in age: 

Ind at miſchefe and great diſauauntage 
Agayne Dclpion full iytlemight auaple, 
By whom he was dilcomfited in batayle, 


Cartage conſtrapned of neceſſite 


Them to ſubmit vnto Rome toun, 

And foz their moze aduetlite 

Gneus Gernilius was fro Rome ſent doun 

Onely of purpole foz this concluſion, 

Foz to pzocure ineſpeciall _ 

Final diſtruction and death of Hanyball. 
E. ili Alter 


Aſter all his marciall labours 

His olde felicite wert frowarde a vnmete, 
In holow ymages put all Hys trealours, 
{Toke his paſſage into the lande of Crete, 
And foztuae contrarye and valwete 
Made officers kepe hys rychelle, 

In the temple of Diane the goddeſſe, 


Somwhat fox truſt and percell eke foz dzede 
To fynde ſuccour,he went to the kyng 

Df Bithinpe, to helpe hym in hys nede, 
Called Pzuſias, but ofhys commyng 
The fleyghty Romayns had knowledgyng, 
To Bithinye downe theyz letters ſent 
JfHanybal eſcaped they choulde repent, . 


The letters redde the kyng the lame dape 
Made his people beliege the dongeon 

Where duke Haniball ot truſt alone lay 

All deſtitute, when he knew this treaſon 
Telcape hys enempes dzake wylfully popſ6: 
Chaſe rather ſo(other eſcape was none) 
Then in the handes to fall ofhys fone, 


Tofoze his dethe ſayde this ozyſon 

To all þgoddeg deuoutly downe knelyng, 
That they woulde of this falſe treaſon 
Take vengeaunce of Pꝛulias the kyng: 
Whiche was cauſe by hys falſe wozkyng 
Ok the deſtruction and dethe finall 

Of this famous wozthy Hanpball. 


CLenuoye, 


CN His tragedy frowarde to w2yte 

| 02 rede 

Ok this fozſayde manly Hanpball, 

. Mp penne quoke mp herte J felt blede 

F 02 to beholde the wofull pytous fall 
Of hym that was the defenſable wall 
Of Cartage,the myghty ſtrong toun 
Which (lewe him lelke by dzinkyng of poyſon, 


It was to him he thought moze manhede 
To lle him ſelfe by vengeaunce moſt mozxtal, 
Than his enemies by conſtrapnt Gould 

hym lede 
In chaynes bounde. he to be thzall: 
So great dilpite he had ok them at all 
That leuer he had than byde in thepz p2yſon, 
To murter him ſeife by dzynkyng of poyſon, 


As me ſemeth in thys hozrible dede 
He telembled the furies infernall, 


The fifth bone. 0 


Of cruel Pluto J trowe he toke his mede, 
Uoyde ot all realon became beſtiall, 

At whole terrible feaſt funerall 

Goddelle Pzoſerpina came w Manes doun, 
The lame tyme whan he dꝛanke poyſon, 


Noble pzynces conlider and take hede, 
Leauyng the lurplus hys dedes marcyall, 
Knyghtly remembze, # haue in herte hatrede 
Of his enpoyſonyng in eſpeciall, 
Ibhominable to god and man withall: 

That a pzynce lo famous of renoun (ſon, 
Shoulde murder him lelfe by dziking of poy- 


The.xrxi-Chapter, 


howe Pzuſias kyng of Bithinpe, that 
betrayed Hanybal woulde haue diſ- 
heritedhis (onneand hepze, went 
a beggyng in ſtraunge 
landes, 


*27 Olowyngin oꝛder there came 
oi e eme 

| Of Bithinye the great myghty 
[LS] png, 

Whiche in his tyme was called PÞ2uſias 
Greatly ſclaundꝛed and noyſed of one thyng, 
That he was falſe anddouble in wozkyng 
Agayne the nobleſſe of his eſtate ropall, 
Becaule that he betrayched Yanyball, 


This diffautederkedthe bzyghtneſſe 

Of hys fame and his knyghtly renoun, 
And eclipſed hys paſſed olde pzoweſſe 

By repoꝛte in many a region; 

Alas that euer the condition 

Ok doubleneſſe by faiſeneſſe oz faynyng, 
Shoulde be foundeand namely in a kyng, 


Of this Pꝛulias further topzocede 

Which agayne Hanyball wzought thys trea⸗ 
A lonne he had called Nychomede (on, 
Boꝛne to be hepʒe by iuſt ſucceſſion: 

But hys father by falſe colluſion, 

Purpoſed hym, foꝛ he was yonge of age, 
To put hym out of hys heritage, 


In this matter ther grewe vp a great ſtryfe 
By Puſias agaynethys Nychomede, 
Caule that he by hys ſeconde wyfe 

Had a yonge ſonne in bokes thus J rede, 
Whome he pur poled to pꝛeferte in dede: 
Foz whyche he taſte by (hozte concluſion = 
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Of Nychomede the deſtruction. 


And foz tacomplyche this frowarde falſema- 
By full great delyberation, (tere 
Kyng Pzuſyas ganſhew heuy chere 

Gayne Nychomede lekyng occaſion 

Co depꝛiue hym of poſſeſſion: | 
After hys dayes by ſubtell falſe wozkpng 

In Betheny he wal nat reygne as kyng. 


Che people ſeynge thys great iniquite 
W:ought by the king gayne good conſcience, 
Chꝛough all the lande of hye andlowe degre 
To Nychomede all of one ſentence 

Gaue they2 good wyll a theyz beneuolence: 
Foz euery loꝛde and euery great baron 
Stode whole w him thzough all the region, 


Thus by iuſt tytle he was crowned kyng, 
Pꝛuſias foꝛ Game and heupneſſe, 

In ſtraunge countreps lyued by beggyng, 
All deſolate cryed foꝛ almeſſe: 

Loe here the ende of treaſon and falſneſſe, 
Left at miſchefe, myne auctour ſayth Þ ſame, 
Ot pouerte fozloke hys owne name. 


Se here two thynges # take ryght good hede 
Ok Pꝛulias the vaware ſodain miſchaunce, 
The dicherptyng done to Nychomede, 

Akter folowyng on him the great vengeaũce, 
As the ſtoʒy putteth in remembzaunce: 

Fo2 treaſon done odyble and moztall 

Igapne the fozelayde famous Yanyball, 


The. xxii. Chapter. 


Howe Perſes of Macedone kynge, 
that enpoiſoned his brother, was 
by Emilpus outraped and di⸗ 
ed in pꝛylon. 


| SY Eſpꝛeynt with teares pitouliye 

A wepyng 

| 2 As Bochas ſate in hys ſtudpe 
alone, 

Next came Perſes of Matedone kyng, 

Indmoztallyhe gan ſygh and grone, 

Ind furiouſly foz to make hys mone, 

That he was whylom of ſo great renoun 

Conſtrapned after to dye in pzyſon, 


This ſayd Perles of nature was frowarde, 
Puyll diſpoſed eke of hys condicion, 


Though he of byzth wag but a baſtarde 


* 


Irak. crx out, 


He tompaſſed by falſe colluſion, 

Atter hys father to haue poſſeſſion 

(às myne auctour remembzeth by wzitrag) 
Ok Macedone to be crowned kynyg, 


His father Philip the ſtoꝛy tel leth thus, 
Had a ſonne whiche was ponge ok age, 
Wyſe and redy called Demetrius, . 
Boane and begot trewly in mariage: 
But Perles call by furious outrage 
Hym to deſtroy and murdze by poyſon, 
Ye of that kyngdome to haue polleſſion, 


Falſely compaſſed to hys auauntage, 

In his entent Demetrius to depziue 

Of Macedone whiche was his heritage: 
And ther vpon he letters gan contriue 

To pꝛeue him traytour while he was alyuez 
Wherof kyng Philip greatly was anoyed, 
That he and Per ſes Would be diſtroyed 


By Demetrius ,that thought no domage, 
Ment no harme in hys opinion: 

pet his father ſuſpicious ofcozage 

(Foz Perſes gaue hym falſe info mation) 
Made him be ſlapne by dzinkyng of poyſon, 
Upon a dape, a thyng abhominable, 
Sittyng at meate at his fathers table. 


King Philip after when he knew the trouth, 
Had of his dethe great compaſſion, 

But all to late and that was great routh: 
Whiche cauſed after hys owne deſtruction, 
Foz ſozowe dyed,and of pzeſumption 

Perles after fally vlurpyng, 


| Jn Matedone was crowned foz the kyng. 


With diuers countreys made his alpaunce, 
In Grete & Trace gate frendes nere #ferre, 
And of pzide and wylfull gouernaunce 


_ Caſt with Romapns foz to holde werre: 


Ungrace and youth made him foz to erre, 
Tyll a Conſul ſent fro Rome toun 


Bought thys Perles vntodiſtruction, 


Called Emilius was thys Conſulere 
Sent again Perſes to haue a great batayle, 
Seynge his doughter heuy of her chere 


' Whenhe went out hys enemies to aſſayle, 


Ove vnto her this uncouth appoſayle: 
hy wepe ye ſo what thyng doth you agreue 
At my departyng, takpnge ot meleue: 


Father quod che) and ye take good hede 
Awhelpe 


A whelpe J had that dyd great pleaſaunce 
Called Perles, the which right now is dede, 
And this chefe cauſe is onip of inp greuaũce: 
Yer father than gan chaunge countenaunce, 
This is a token to myneencreace of glozy 
That Jot Perſes all haue the vicrozy. 


In Matedone he and Perſes mette, 

And quit hym there lyke a manly knyght, 
Cõquered the lande none might him withlet, 
And manly put Perſes to the flyght: 

After to Trace he toke the way ryght, 

Ot whiche conquelt choꝛt pꝛoceſſe to make, 
With his two lonnes Perſes was ther take. 


E milius after thys victo2y 

Aſtzeth the triumphe to hys guerdon, 

And as it is temembꝛed in hys tozp 

Perles foloweth his chayze thzoughe Rome 
Condempned after to dye in pzyſon: (toun, 
The whiche dethe he dyd well deſerue 

Foz he by poyſon made hys bzother ſterue. 


Thus can foztune erlp and ee late, 

Dowue from her whele and hye ſtage 

Of pꝛoude pꝛynces the ſurquedp abate: 
Wyan to her luſt che leeth moſte auauntage 
She frowardly gan tourne her vylage, 

And lodaynly the eſtate of them conſume 
Aboue their office that wzongly lyſt pꝛeſume. 


Amonges whiche a kyng of Jſraell 
Agapne the pzecept and lawe of Moyles, 
Called O31as,the byble can well tell, 

Of pzeſumption wylfull and recheles 

To (ſacrifice put hym ſelfe in pꝛees, 
Lykea byWHop in the temple araped, 

But 02 he paſſed greatly he mas affrayed, 


Loſte his ſpeche, ſmyt with meſelty 
Duryng his iyfe, lo here a great vengeaũce: 
Of hys crowne and hys regaly 

Impotent to vle the gouernaunce, 

Perpll foz pꝛide and diſobeyſaunce: 

Foz he iylt nat mekely the law obey, 

Foz which at miſchete he dyd a leper dep, 


Che. xxiii. Chapter. 


C Howe Imonpus a pꝛynce of Intioche, 
del ptyng in pyllage and robbzy with 
other biciaus [yupnge , fled in wo⸗ 
mans clothyng, aſtet taken 

and flapne. 


The fifth boke. 


Ext in oꝛder tomplapnyng hrs 
i Diſtrelle 

Came Imontus , a notable 
John Bochas to chewe hys heupneſſe 
In Int ioche pꝛynce and gouernour: | 
Df whiche countre whyle he was poſſeſſour, 
Had a cuſtome and thys was hys trauaple 
To robbe the ryche and ſpoyle the pozaple. 


Spared nouther olde noz ponge ok age, 
Toke fro marchaũtes treaſour and richeſſe, 
Ind in delytes of lecherous outrage 

Was all his luſt with watche a dzonkeneſſe; 
Wyil in his courte of reaſon was mayſtreſſe, 
Caulyng the people thzough all the region 
To ryle agayne hym by rebellion, 


Contrary he was to all good diſcipline, 
The people aroſe agapne hym on a dap, 
And he foz feare in habite feminine 

Lykea waetche fled cowardly away, 
Take at miſchefe there was made no delay; 
Falſly confcſyng.heringmany a man, 
Igaynenature that he was a woman. 


The trouth knowe and the ſclaunder ryfe 
All of aſſent the people Antiochene 

Nole attones, and ſo he loſt hys Iyfe, 

They wer ſo wode agayne him in their tene: 
Thus of foꝛtune the chaũge is alwap lene, 
Fro better to wozſe che can ſo well tranlmue 
Theſt ate ot them that wyll no vertue (ue, 


Che. xxiiii.chapter. 


how Andziſcus of lowe byzth bozne, 
haupng no tytle became kyng of Mace⸗ 
done, and was after taken, and 
died in pzyſon, 


Ut of one thynge foztune is 
to blame, 
N That che is lo chaungeable 
ok cozage 
To ſet a bop bnktowen ok byꝛthe and fame, 


By kalle er rout vpon a ropall ſtage; 


Foz one Andziſcus by ſur quedous outrage; 
Without tytle, by ſubtpll compaſſyng 
Of MWacedone toke on hym to be kyng. 


Colour was none his claime to make ſtable, 
Except that he of chere and of viſage (ble, 
Was to kyng Philpp of fetures * 


of John Bochas 


whereby the people in their furious rage 
Caught opinion of wylfull falſe dotage, 
Xgaynereaſon Bochas dothediſcrive, 
Chat king Philyp was rilen fro deth to liue. 


Whylom father of Perles as J tolde: 

Ind foꝛ Andzilcus bꝛoughte vp in wzetched- 
In pꝛeſence bothe of yonge and olde (neſſe, 
Was bold to tlapme by tytle of rightwiſneſſe 
Shewing no grounde but perſonel likeneſſe, 
Mocking the people which by their fauour 
Of royal dignite recepued thehonour, 


Thus he that was foſtred ag a weiche 
In mulery and eke in pouerte, 

Fro pooze bedde his hoznes dyd bp streiche 
To holde a ſcepter of kyngly dignite; 

Ind by the luppoꝛte of the commonte 

Gan we xe pompous and elate (ſtate, 
Bꝛoughte vp ot noughte whanhe ſtode in e⸗ 


Nothing moꝛe cruell noꝛ nothyng moe ven⸗ 
Noꝛ mo ze haſtp to do execution, (geable 
Noz moe depnous noz moꝛe vntreatable 
Than whan a begger hath domination: 

I turre moze frowarde than a ſtrong Lyon, 
And ſem blably none lo great cruelte, 

Is whan a wzetche is let in dignite. 


This Andziſcus in all his ropall chere 

To execute his hatefull cruelte, 

Gathered people in countreys ferre a nere, 
In Matedone, and of olde enmpyte, 

Began maligne gapne Rome the cite: 

But to withſet his frowarde falſe entent, 
One {Jnuencius a Pꝛetoz was downe lent, 


Teak. cxxix. 


That was haute in hys pꝛoſperite, 

Ane we nat hym ſelfe by falſe abuſion 

Blent with a myſt of blynde felicite, 

Lylt natremembze ot hys firſt ponerte: 
LOhom to chaſtiſe foztune bzought hym low 
Becaule he lyſt nat hym ſelfe foz to know, 


The. xxb. Chapter. 


Howe Alyſander Ballas kyng of Surry, 
fo; extozcion,pzyde,and vnkind⸗ 
neſſe dyed at milchele. 


C==i Hug can thys ladye play her 

WF | pagent 

N we * maner of depnous moc⸗ 
Ee rye | 
Her entermeſſe fozth (erued them of entent 
To folke that truſteher onely of folp: 
And to purpoſe whylom of Surry 
There was a kyug lyke as wzite Bochas, 
Called Jliſader whole ſurname was Ballas 


Ok whiche Ballas to tell the pzoceſſe 
Firſt of his riſyng and after ofbys fall, 
Antiochus the tozy beareth wytneſſe 
Called Eupatoz whiche in eſpeciall. 
Claymed tytle to theſtate ropall 

Ifter his father named Antiochus 


Eppphanes, the ſtozy telleth thus, 


After whoſe dethe the kyngdome of Surry 
Shoulde longe by ſucceſſion 

To Eupatoz,and eke foz hys party, 
Demetrius hoſtage in Rome toun 
Claymed a tytle in that region 


Ok Surry, decaule Epiphanes 


But becauſe that he was negligent, 

And ot dilpite toke of him no hede, + 

He was outrayed and by Yndziſcus ent, 
Dith all the people that he dyd lede: 

But the Romapus of hope better to (pede 
Haue ſent Metellus a full manly knyght, 
To Macedone, to mete anoneryght 


Thys wozthy man lyſt nat longe to tary, 
Set pꝛo udly on in hope it Goulde aua ple, 
Made Macedone to Rome tributary, 

Toke Andzuſcus manly in bataple, 

Bought him to Rome w mighty apparaple, 
Ind made him lpe fettred in pꝛylon, 

Foz his outragious falſe pzelumpt ion. 


Thus foz his frowarde vſurpacion 


Was bzought to hym the ſtozy is no les, 


Demetrius fro Rome is come doun 

Into Surry toclayme bys heritage, 
Recepued the crowne.toke poſſeſſion, | 
Gan were pꝛoude pzeſumptuous of cozage: 
Thus Eupatoz that was but yonge of age 
Excluded was in Durry to ſuccede, 

Ol Demetrius terther thus Jrede, 


Outragpous he was aboue meaſure, 
Ryght vengeable and full of cruelte: 
Yatefull alſo to every creature, | 
Ind heuy bozne of wozthy kynges thze, 
Fyꝛũ in Egypt of wozthy Tholome, 
And of Ictilius in Aly tho reygnyng, 
And Iryrarches in Capadoce kyng. 


All of aſlent agayne hym haue conſpyzed, 
Founde a wape Demetrius to depziue, 
Bys vndoyng lo loze they haue delyʒed: 
Aud theyz en tent to execute blyue 

They gan a fable of purpoſe to contryue, 
As ye cqhall here, together as they went, 
To whiche all Surry at ones dyd aſſent, 


They toke a galaunt bozne of lowe lynage, 
Called Ballas, of theyz acquapntaunce, 
And aftyzmed all of one cozage 
Howe he was ſonne # iuſt hepze in ſubſtaũce 
To Epiphanes, and nexte heyze in aliaunce, 
To ſuccede by tokens affyzmyng 
Next in Surry to be crowned kyng, 


Alyſander of purpoſe thep hym call, 
Becauſe they thought of perſon he was able, 
Set hym vp in hys ropall Mall 

Maugre Demetrius, cruell and vengeable: 
Jud foꝛtu ne was to them fauonrable, 
Made they: purpoſe finally to auaple, 

With whome Demetrius had a gret batayle, 


This Alyſander which named was Ballas, 
By Demetrius as put is in memozy, 
Fyꝛũ ouertome, and after fyli the caas 
He ot Demettius had the vyctozp: 
Ind to encreaſe ofhys royall glozp, 
Of foꝛtune bylodapue auenture 
Ballas the felde of hym dyd recure ; 


Thus by pꝛomocion of thele kynges the, 
When he was crowned kyng ot al Surtp, 
To falſe extozcton and hateful cruelte 

Thys Jlyſander dpd hys wittes apply 

To robbyng, ppllage, and eke tyzanny; 

And diſpyſed choꝛtlip co conclude, 

The (ayde kynge of ingratitude. 


He had foꝛget hys ellate of pouerte 

Ane we nat hym ſel fe of falle ambicion, 
Wedded the doughter of wozthy Tholome 
Called Cleopatra as made is mencion; 
Jad all his labour tn concluſion 

Was onelp this, in Bochas as J rede, 

All the kyngdomes ab oute hym to poſlede, 


Who all coueteth ſometyme all dotheleſe, 
One agapne all ſelde hath ſouerapnte: | 
And fo: Ballas frowardlip gan cheſe 

To holde werte with kyng Tholome, 

And with the fozeſayde wozthy kynges thze, 
All of aſſent haue luche wapes (ought 


The fifth boke. 


- Fyzit Tholomefrohym tobe hys wyfs 


That by theyz wozkyng he came to nought, 


Cleopatra,and toke her in mariage 

To one Demettp, caulyng full great ftryfe 
Fox he that tyme was but yonge of age; 
But Ballas after by full greatoutrage 
With all his power gathered nye and ferre, 
Gayne Demetry gan to holde werre. 


Togyther they met pꝛoudlye in bataple, 
Ballas conſtrayned cowardly to fle, 
Ind when he lawe hys power dyd faple 
In Irabye ainyghty ũtronge countre 
zabydus,a pꝛynce of great poſte 

Toke hym by fozcequakyng in hys dzede, 
To kyng Tholomelent anone his hede. 


Men may twothinges conſider in this caag 
Pꝛyde punyched and vnkyndneſſe, 
And pꝛeſumpcion in this man Ballas 
Without tytie oz clayme of ryghtwylneſſe 
Made kyng of Surry, (et i gret wozthineſſe; 
What was bis ende ye get no moze of me, 
Yys heed (inytof and ſent to Cholome. 


Lenuoye, 


Dys tragcdye dothe naturally 
N complapne 

[upon tbys vyce called vys 
ry) kpndneſle, 


— —mmmnnndd. me 
- —_— — 


All creatures on this vice complaine, 
Lawe.,nature,decrees,rightwiſnefſe, 
This monſter in kinde dothe ß light diſtaine 
Ok euery vertne derketh the bzightneſle, 
Aliſander can beate hereof witneſſe, 
Whiche to his furthers he ol his tetches rude, 
Shewed aga ine warde great ingratituds, 


Ok Cerberus thinfernall treble chapns 

Noz of Tantalushungrenoz thzuſtineſſe, 

Ok Irion oz Ticius bothe twayne 

Keken the turment remebze the Garpneſſs, 

All to litell to chaſtile oz redzefle 

The hatefull vice of them that can deluds 

Their freades ol de, by kalle — wil 
0 
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Noble pzinces which in your demayne 
Paue gouernaunce of all wozidly rycheſſe, 

' Gapne folke vnkynde loke that ve dudapne, 
Suffre them nat to haue noneentreſſe 

Foz to apzoche to your yye nobleſle: 

Foꝛthere is no vice moze hatefull to conclude 
Tyan is the vyce of tagratitude. 


Che. xxbi Chapter. 
here Bochas wayteth of the rebel- 
lpons and ledictons in Rome be- 


twene Tribunes and the 
commons. 


F Olowyng myne auctour in ſtozyes 


merueplous, 
JI muſt now waite ß ſtrög rebellions 
Ok Gapus firſt,and of Tiberius, 
Ind of the great hatefull (ectons 
Meued in Rome twene tribunes a cõmons, 
And by their ſtryues how they gan conippze: 
Foz to attapne falſip to the emppꝛe. 


(The pere ſyxe hundꝛed by computacion 
Gayus Graccus made tribune in that age 
Alter the cities firſt foundacion, 

Which turned after to full great domage 

Ok common pzokit, foz by their moztall rage 
Tumulte and noyſe of commons in the toun, 
Cauled a great part of their deſtcuction, 


Foz in depart ng of champapne heritage, 

At wene the wozthy and poze ofthe cite 

By egall poztioas Gtaccus w faire langage 
Had greatly meued all their commonte: 

By whiche occaſion in ſtoꝛy men mape le, 
Another Graccus called the ſeconde 

Was ſlapne in Rome, ⁊ low laide in grounde, 


Ifter the deth of Sraccus as J rede 
Was cholen a tribune called Munxpcius, 
COhiche fozdyd the la wes all in dede 

Ok olde Graccus called Gapus: 

But he that was named Tyberius 

With helpe of Flaccus Tribunes oteſtate, 
In the Capitople began a great debate. 


They were luppoꝛted by the commonte 
By voyce of people þ woꝛd of no man know, 
Foz Graccus party bye vpon a tte 

A trumpet ſtode and pꝛoudiy gan to blowe, 
Which lla yne was a fro the ite doun —— 
By which llawter þ boke maketh reherlaile, 


Leaf.trtr. 
Flaccus wert feble his party gan to faple. 


Fo: dzede he ted into the terito r 

Ot Janus temple ran vp to a tour, 

Wyan Tybetius as put is in memozy 
Dawe in the cite he had no fanour, 
Diſpapꝛed, knewe no better ſuccout: | 
SDWwoade ſet at bꝛeſt in pzeſence of Wyncrue 
Fully purpoſed afoze her foz to terac> 


(There ſtode one by # dzew his hand a backe, 
Fro that purpoſe made him to detipne, (ke 
Thus Graccus party goth dat by dai to wan 
Ind Flaccus toke the temple ok Lucyne: 
His ſon, his frendes, almoſt all his lyne 
Cyei kept the ſtrõg, but maugre their defEce 
(They were there llayne by ſturdy violence, 


While Graccus frendes fought foz his party, 
Ind he him ſelte conſtrayned was of dzede 
He gan to pzay a boy of hys company 
Totake a lwoꝛd and ſmyte ofhys hede, 
Set ona ſpeare with the bloude made rede, 
Sent it his mother complapning in her tene, 
In. o hec caſtel that called was Miſſene. 


Named Coꝛnuelpa his mother was in dede, 
LUyytom doughter to great Scipion, 

Her cy1102en ali ſlapne as I rede, 

And Graccus goodes acheted to the toun: 
Ther ot atter made a diuiſion 

By iudgement, thozughout the cite, 

Where inoit was ne de among thecommonte. 


Ok Gratcus ſyde fiue hũdꝛed (laine # twaine 
Upon an hyll called Fuenryne, 

And Dppinius a conlall dyd his payne 

Ol tyeir conſpiring p groãd to lerche # mine: 
And Flaccus party tobzyng toruyne, 

He llew two thouland by haſty tudgement, 
Amouge which was many an innocent. 


The.xxvii.chapter, 


how the wyke of Baſtruball bzent 
her lelte and her chyldzen. 


| 6X57] Ere John Bochas lyſt in el⸗ 
2 peciall 
N. To teme mbze howe Cartage 
newe agapne 


Diſtroyed was, and how Haſtruball 

Came to miſchefe,Þ trouth was well ſapne: 

Which to reyerce oł new it were but vayne, 
3.1. Dythe 


The fifth boke. 


Sythe here tofoꝛe is made tlere mencion 
Bothe of their bꝛennyng # their deſtruccion, 


Saue here he telleth how Haſtrubals wyke 
QOnely to eſchewe tolyue in leruage, 

Chaſe with her childzen foz to lele her lyfe, 
And wylfully of furious cozage 

She and her ſonnes tender and yonge of age 
Amonge the flames and the coles reed, 
Conlumed was into aſhes deed, 


Dydo the firſt that bylte that cite 

And made tours and the ſtronge wall, 
Which was betrayſhed alſo ok Ene, 

Ifoꝛe remembꝛed the fires funerall, 

Ind after longe the wyfe of Haſtruball 
Chale rather to dye with her childꝛẽ twaine, 
Than amonge Romapyns foz to liue in paine. 


The.xrvii.chapter, 


ok Machabeus Jonathas take 
by the kynge of Surry, 


1 


There appeared an heup man 
\ | ofklyght 

(5 & Pachabeus, 5 wozthy Jonathas, 
Whiche occupied foꝛ wildome a foꝛ myght 
O flice of pꝛynte, pꝛieſthod, and of knyght 
By title of Juda of werres toke thempiple, 
By tlapme of Leup as pꝛieſt dyd ſacrifile, 


The lawe of Jewes manly to dekende 
Wity all the lande of pꝛompſſion, 

This Jonathas ful knyghtly dyd entende 
Agayne all enemies about them enupzon, 
Tyll of Surry the falſe kyng Tryphon 

By trapnes copalled x pꝛomiſe falſely holde, 
Toke Jonathas of who right now J tolde, 


Ju Machabeoꝛum is reherced all 

Ok his knighthode,and of his woꝛthpneſſe, 
With all the treaſons in eſpeciall 
Wꝛought by Tryphon by great falſeneſſe, 
His ſubtell leyghtes and hys doubleneſſe, 
Them to reherte yegetnomoze ofme, 

_ Foz in the byble the tozy pe mape ſe, 


(The.xrix. Chapter. 


&!Howe Demetrius the leconde loſt 
at the laſt his head. 


* 
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Ut J wpll returne to De⸗ 
mettius 

Tyat called was Demetrius 
the leconde, | 
Which by dilcent came keo Intiochus, 
And by his manhode as it is well founde 
Dyd the pꝛide of kyng Ballas confounde 
Called Ilyſander which by great outrage, 
Had put his father fro his herytage, 


This Demetrius famous and notable 
Upon Parthoys had many great victozy, 
Tyli kyng Arlacides double and deceyuable 
Him ſel fe delptyng greatly in vaynglozy, 
By hys ſleyghty fraudes deceptozy 

Under a ſhadow of faynyng and falſe chere, 
Toke Demetrius vnwarelp pꝛiſonere. 


Ind to great hindzing a ſclaũder of his name 
Arſacides by a maner mockery, 

Made Demetrius foz diſpite and chame 
Poozly arayed of hate and great enup 

Foz to be led through all Jury: 

Made hym afrer by great auilement, (tent, 
To wed hys doughter agapne hys owne en⸗ 


This Demetrius was kepte out of pꝛeeg 
That but fewe had ol hym ſyght, 

Unto tyme that Atlacydes 

Was deed and paſſed foꝛ all his great might, 
Than he call to eſcape awap by flyght, 

And ſecretly to accompliſhe his entent 

He gate hym coũſaple that was of his aſſent, 


Sallymandꝛus a loꝛde ok that countre 


Which that was of hys aſſent in dede, 

In their flight to kepe them moꝛe ſecre 
Made Demetrius foꝛ to chaunge his wede, 
And pꝛeuy wapyes fozth he dyd him lede: 
But all foꝛ nought his flight was in bayne, 
Foz by ſtrong purſute he was taken agayne, 


Itter by conſtraynt pzeſented to the kyng, 
That he gan were wery ok his life, 

Kept moze ſtraytiy folke on him waytyng, 
Ind maugre him pzeſented to hys wife 
With her to abide full heuy and penſpfe: 
But whethey had childꝛẽ atwene the twaine 
To go moze at large loled was his chapne. 


Ind thus he had ſpace and fre lycente 

Co go and come at his auauntage, 

Foz whple his wife helde with him re 
They 


They dempt hys chyldzen were ſuffiſaunt 
hoſtage, | 

But he was euer bnſtable ofhys coꝛage 

With Gallpmandzus the tozclayde buyght, 

Chze tunes take i bʒought agayi by flygyt, 


Ind foꝛ he was ſo dyuers manyfolde 
kyng Fcahales in token he was vnſtable, 
Dent him rhze dice fozged (quare of golde 
To play raket as achyldechaungeable, 
Hys dilpolition was lo varyable 

But fo2 to teſttapne hys condicion 

He was elt take and fettred in pꝛylon. 


But whan foꝛtune had geuen hym a pull 
By many a diuers ſtraunge aduet ſite, 

Co punich him moze Phrahates wexeth dul 
Ind Demetrius of pꝛyſon was made tree, 
Full reſtozed agayne to his countre, 

Wert pꝛoude agaytie of new it is ſo fall, 
That ye was hated of his lieges all. 


Cleopatra hys mother that was quene 

Ot all Egypt and wyte to Thoiome 

Was wich yer lozde at ſtryfe, who lyſt ſene, 
Which turned after to greataduer ſite: 


But to uter geh her party thus wzought Ge, 


Made her lonne koz to take on hande 
Foz het to fyght agapne her huſbaude, 


But Tholome called Euergetes, 

Gayne Demetrius defended hys countre, 
Made zebenna to put hym leite in pzees 
Sonne ok a mattgaunt bozne of towe degre, 
To mabe a clapme by falle ſubtylte 

Ot all Surry to haue polleſſion, 

F oz hym allcgyng tytie of adoption 


He to be ſonne ko Antiochas 

Claympug therby the kyngdome of Surry, 
Onelp texclude the ſapde Demetrius: 

Inv Tholomeus to luſtapne the party 

Of zevenna, with all hys chiualry 

Gathered in Egypt and countreys enuyzon 
Agapne Demetrius,pzoudly is come doun, 


And foztune wyth her double face 

Cauſed the countre rple by rebellion 

Tyat Demetrius ſtode clene out of grace, 
Wereby the people of that region 

Were whole agayne hym in their opinion: 
That by Tyolomes wonderfull wozkyng 
zebenna there tecepued was as bynge 
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Thus zebenna by falſe intruſion 

Ok all Surry was made loꝛde and kyng, 
Tytie was there none but colluſion | 
Texclude Demetrius bp lubt le compaſſyng, 
Pet as J fyndt hys party defendyng 

Yo we Demetrius zebenna gan aſſaple, 
Theyꝛ quarel datrteyned wa great batayle, 


Great people ayne vpon onther ſyde, 
Demetrius put from hys region, 
Ind ouercome koꝛ hys great pꝛyde 

It great miſchefe, to hys tonfuſton: 
Hauyng no ſuttout noz conſotacton, 
But with a fewe choſe of hys meyne 
Fled by water to T pꝛe the cite; 


Lyke as he woulde haue lyued there in pees 
By a faynt maner of perfection, 
Within the temple of inyghty Hercules 
Under a chado we of religion: 
wut ſodainiy athys commyng doun 
bis! Ty2e,and at hys arriuayle 

is heed lmit of, what dyd his pzide auayle4 


Che. xxx. Chapter. 


C Howe zebenna kyng of Surry, 
by entruſion entryng,yad 
miſcheuous en- 


Ddyng. 


DCuchrng zebenna of whome J 
A ſſpazke tofozne, 

C2 Poozely bzought vp and of lowe 
F lynage, 

and ofkynred but a beg⸗ 

ger bozne, - 

Came tofoze Bochas triſt of hys viſage, 
Sooꝛe wepyng, muet ok langage, 
Gan complayne hys wofutl auentare 
Unwate and lodapne, impoſſible to cecure; 


Hys conditions ſomwhat dull and rude, 
Fy:ſt in pouerte pꝛoude and pzeſumpttoug; 
A ppeched after of great ingratitude 
Shewed in hys lyfe to kyng Intiochus. 
Hys firſt furtherer the ſtozy telleth thus: 
Fo whyche Antiochus greatly mas anoped 
Cali a meane by whyche he was diſtroyed. 

| 3. li. Thete 


Chere was acoſyn Þ called was Griſpug 
To Intiochus and of the (ame lyne, 

Whiche by title of Demettius | 
Claymed as heyꝛe by many vncouth ligne 
To reygnein Durry,# pzoudly gan maligne 
Agapne zebenna, whole party to (uppozte 
Stode Antiochus chete as J can repozte, 


(This (ayd Grilpus ponge and tender of age 
BY the furtheryng and luppoztacion 

Of Antiochus, had in maryage 

His owne doughter with great poſſeſſion: 
That zebeuna foz hozte conc{ulion 
Compelled was fox all his great myght, 

To Intioche foz to take hys flyght, 


And there he fyll in ſo great pouerte, 
Fapled money foz to pape wages, 

The loudyous whyche in that countre 
Abyde vpon him ok all maner ages 
Strange folke and lundzpe oflangages, 
Theues,inurdzes,imnanſleers,+ pyllours 
Firſt of Jupiter aſſaplyng the trealours. 


To his diſclaunder perpetuall of memoꝛp 
The diffame aroſe ſo manyfolde, 

In Jouis temple the baner of victozy 

He toke away that was of maſſife golde, 
With a great ymage that ſtode there ofolde 
Ok golde alſo, with other mo treaſours, 
With which pillage he payed the ſoudtours. 


Of lacrilege hauyng no conſcience 

To elcape away he entred is the lee, 

But Eolus by great violence, 

With winde and tempeſt as he dyd flee 
Dyd vnto hym full great aduerlite: 

And all his mepny foꝛzloke hym of entent, 
Ind he was take, and to Gtiſpus ſent 


King of Surrp, to who whe he was bzought 


Gaue on hym by tudgeinent thys ſentence, 

Fo (acrilege that he had wzought 
Spopyling temples by great violence, 
Dopng to goddes no maner reuerence 

Foz which Griſpus comatiderh hath as iuge, 
He to be flayne there was no better refuge. 


Nt byzthe a boy clambe vp to ropall ſtage, 
Bꝛought vp ot nought and ſet in dignite 
Knew nat hym ſelfe, wert cruell ok cozage, 
Irole fro pouert to great pꝛolperite: 

But though foztunes mutabllite 

That blind lady ſo made her power ſtretche, 


The fifth boke. 


As he began to ende lykeaga wzetche, | 


Reken the eſtates of wozldly regaly, 

N6obze of meyny,golde,treaſour, a richeſſe, 
Dtately caltels.paleys on eche party, 
Coquel by toztune,ciunbinge to hie nobleſſe, 
Cruel lwoꝛde conueyed by wylkulneſſe, 
Power extozt,with couetpſe oppꝛeſſyng, 
Cauſeth deſtruccion of many earthly kyng, 


But in contrary who lyſt hym ſelfe knowe 
Andis by grace inclined to mekenefle, 
Thoughye in pouerte be bzought vp lowe 
And is by vertue enclined to wozthynelle, 
With ſcepter of peace, a (wozd of rightwiſnes 
Indifferently his domes demeanyng, 
Suche one is able to be cleped a kyng, 


What is chefe cauſe grounde and occaſion 
That pꝛinces ofte ſtande in ieopardy 

Ok wozldly chaunges, in ſuche diuiſion 
Reygnyng amonge them ß ſerpent of enupe 
Symulacton, faynyng flatery, 

(The ſouth out lerched who lo lpſt to loke, 
By many tragedy expert in thys boke, 


The.rrxi. Chapter. 


CHowe Bitynctus kyng of Juergnopes, 
by the Komains was taken and 
died in pꝛiſon. 


Itynctus next of Fuergnoyes kyng _ 

Cametotoze Bochas guinig his coplaint, 

Ok his diltrefſe thozdze reherſyng, 
Ind howe that he was made feble and faint, 
Againe the Roinains milcheuo:ifly attaint: 
Nat withſtanding to maintapne his quarel, 
He call of pꝛide agayne them to rebell, 


But it is firſt put in remembzaunce 

How Juergnoyes is a nation 

Hanging on Gaule longeth vnto Fraunce, 
Ot which Bityncte ſtode in poſleſiion; 
Hauing dilpite in his opinion 

To the Nomains in any wiſe to obey, - 
But pꝛoudip caſt againe them to werrep. 


His labour was to ſtande in franchiſe 

Ind be at large from their ſubiection, 

Gan of pꝛide their lozoch ip to diſpile, 
Gad2ed people of pꝛelumption: 

Whom fo2 to mete Fabius was ſent doun, 
A mighty conſul which knightly toke on hade 


Foz theyz party Bitynctus to Ll — 
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Ol whoſe tömyng Bytictus toke dyldayne 
Bycauſe the folke whyche Fabius dyd lede 


were but fewe,and whan he hath them ſeyne 


He (ayd of ſco21:this people who taketh hede 
May not ſuifiſe mp houndes foꝛ to ede 

Wuã they be layne, to fewe they be in nöbze 
With multitude p J Gall them encombze, 


In hundꝛed thouſad in hys baoward he had 
That paſſe choulde of Juuergne the ryuerc, 


Ind fower(coze thouſande belide that he lad, 


the Conſul Fabius met him with good chere, 
Whan he was paſſed ol Kodanus 5 daigere, 
Fought al the day tyll it dzewe to night, 

The Romayns wan, their fone put to fl. ght. 


It the ryuere lyke as ſaieth the boke, 

There were dzowned a bzought tomilchatice 
Fyity thouſande, as they water toke, 
Thꝛough foztunes frowarde variaunte: 

Aud by attaynt tencreaſe of his greuaunce, 
Bitinctus take was of the Romapns, 
Daͤmpned to pziſon there to dye in chayns. 


Che. xxxii. Chap. 


How the tyzant Euergetes wedded quene 
Cleopatra, ſlewe her eldeſt ſonne, 
cxyledhys wyte and wedoed 
her doughter, 


Fter whole deth pitouſy to rede a (ene 
Of Epiphanes the great Tholome 
Came the doughter, Cleopattas the quene, 
Gan complayne her greate aduerlitte, 
Ver ſozowe furious diffaced her beaute: 
Yer chekes whyte of blode # teares meynt 
RKeat w yer hades were pitoully belpꝛeint. 


To Philometor ſhe wedded was afo2ne 
hytom (onne to Tholome the kynge, 
And by yer loꝛde in true wedlocke bozne 
C wo ſonnes te had, as by olde wzytyng? 
Ifter whoſe deth anone vp luynge 

To Euergetes a pꝛinte ponge ok age 

She was agapne iopued in mariage. 


By title of her in Egipt loꝛde and lyze, 

Lyng of that lande, cruel, and dylpptous, 
Lhole ſtoꝛy eweth no bigdom noz Empire 
May of them ſelfe make no man vertuous: 
Fo: lyke a tygre this tiraunt furious 

Het eldeſt ſonne day of their mariage 

Boꝛne to be heirehe llewe ofmoztal rage, 


Not longe after this extozte cruelte _ 
Albe they had childzen atwene the twaine, 
Out of Egypt he made her foz to lle 

And of malyce he gan at het dildaine: 

J trowe che had matter fo toplaine, 
He toke her doughter whan þ che was gon 
Igapne nature and wedded her anon, 


She called was Cleopatras allo, 

But Euergetes to hewe him moze ve grable 
Igaine her mother that was fro Egipt go, 
The citie which was to her fauourable, 

The people expled, he wode a vntretable, 

In her dilppte gaue that notable toun 

Ok hateful malyce to a ſtraunge nacion, 


But whan he know thzough his cruel dedes 
And gan conceyue howe he was culpable, 
Sawe againe hym þ manyfolde hatredeg 
And conſpiracion of ſtates honoꝛable, 

He at large to be moe bengeable 

Gaine Cleopatras, to gyn an vncouth ſtryfe 
Went in to exyle wyth hys newe wyke. 


Gadzed people his olde voyfe to aſſayle, 
On her chyldzen toſhewe moze bengeaunce , 
A day aſſigned heide with her battaile, 

But which ofthem was dziuen to vttraunce 
Myne auctour plainly put not in remebzauce 
But ſuyng after thus of him J rede, 

Howe of malice he wꝛought a cruel dede, 


Which to reherce is nouther good ne fay:e, 
But terible and abhominable: 

He diſmembzed her lonne and hys hapze 

On peces (mal, this tiraũt moſt vengeable, 
And whan the mother (ate at her royal table, 
With body and heed at a ſolempnite, 

Let her be letued of frowarde cruelte. 


Wherof al Egipt had indignacion, 

And foz to auenge his cruel great outrage 
They toke his plates, baſnet,# haberion, 
Ind his cote armure wzought of gret coſtage 
Fro their temples rent out his ymage, 

In token he was a tiraunt moſt attaint 
Eche thing diſtaced, p was ofhim depaint. 


Whole hateful ſtoꝛy replete of wzetchedneg 
Full of vengeaunce & fro ward? nuſcheues, 
Therfoze I deme Bochas lyſt not exp2eſſe 
Moe of his life fulfylled of al repzeues: 
Ot Cleopatra wꝛote not the ſpnal greues 
In this chaptre, what latal way che tobe, 
| 5 \lit,. Left 


Leſt þ matter Choulde difface his boke, 
C The.xxxiii. Chapter. 


C Howe Jugurtha by entruſion was kynge 
of Rumcop, llew þ rightfui yeires à at- 
ter he hym (elf was dzowned, 


Fter thys woful deadly auenture 

Ot Cleopatras., whole ſtozyeis full olde 
Came Jugurtha the manly man to lute, 
Ind to Jhon Bochas hath his tale told 
Of vis conqueſtes,and dedes manpkolde: 
Subtyl of wyt.,# as inyne auctour (ayeth 
Gaue iytel fozce foz to bzeake his fapth. 


But in 02d2e the ſtoʒp to conuay 

Ot Jugurtha and of yys kinred, 
Malliniſſa kyng of Numedy (oth to ſap 
Vis vncle was and alſo as I rede 

The \(ayd kyng had a ſonne in dede, 
Called Mylipſa eldeſt in wzytinge 
After his day to teigne as kynge. 


This Maſſiniſſa ozdayned afterwarde, 
Totoze his deth of hole entencion 

Bytauſe Jugurtha was bozne a baſtarde, 
CU odep2iue him ok al ſucceſſion, 

Jn his Teſtament, but in concluſton 

His lonne Mylipla afterwarde made kynge, 
Was to Jugurtha frendip and louynge, 


My ſipſa had two ſonnes as J fynde 

Che tone of them called Adherbales, 

Tie leconde the ſtozp maketh mencion 
Was that tyme named Yyemplaies, 

wyth whom Jugurtha put him ſelfe in pꝛees 
Fo: to abyde # dv ell in eſpecial 

Lyke ag their colpn in their cozte royal, 


CheriGed full wel bycauſe Þ he was wpſe 
Judt ght lykely of diſpoſicion, 

Choſin aftet warde foz a ſynguler pziſe 

To go to Spayne to helpe Scipion 

Gaine Numetapnes, a famous mighty toun 
And there Jugurtha lo knyghtiy hath begon 
That by his nobls the town anon was won: 


Ind to remembze his knyghthod ofentent, 
His wozthyneſſe and his hye renoun, 

To Mylipla letters were downe ſent 

BY the toz(aid wozthy Scipion, 

Which gaue ſo great a comendacion 

To Jugurtha.him callyng in that werre. 
Ot manly pzowelle the ponge lode ſter re. 


The fifthboke, 


Of king Pyſipla receyned notably, 

Called hun lonne by avopcton, 

Tye king dead, lone Jugurtha ttaitourlp 
Slewe Yiemplales hene by (ucceſſion, 

He of that tealme to haue poſſeilion: 

Tyis was his cuſtome how euer þ tytle ſtode 
By llaughter and murdze toz to get good. 


He lyſt to goddes do no reuerente. 

Ok his nature wyltul and rechelcs, 
Haupnge nouther remozs noz conſcience 
Touchyng the laughter of Hiemplales, 
Falſiy pzactiſed foz his owne encrees: 

Foz which murdze Romains haue let doun 
I Conlulere to do cozreccion. 


Calphurnius he called that was ſent 
Onelp to puniche that hozible dede, 


But with treaſout hys epen were lo blent 


Ok execucion that he toke none hede, 
The Komayns ouercome with mede 
Gaue to Juguriha by colluſion 

Or this muroze a coloured taile par don. 


By which he toke a maner hardineſſe 

Ok tpꝛannp which he dyd exercyle, 

Gathered people of haretui curſydneſſe 

Ind in him leife gan cutte dip deuyſe 

To execute the leite ſame gyle 

Of falſe murdze( J meane nowe none other) 
To llee Adherbales thc leconde brother. 


That he alone by falſe intruſion 

Of Numedy might be loꝛde and kyng, 
Thus of his cruetie,murdze,# falſe treaſon 
The no ſe was bozne by lagage # wzytyng: 
Ok which the graffes flaſly abzode (p:edpnge 
Bꝛought fozth in hyndzing of his name 
Frute of diſclaundze,z repozte of diffame. 


Moztall treaſon was couered vbnder flours, 
To laue him lelte by ſome ſubtplte, 

And ſpeciaily with his great trealours 

To appeaſe the Senat if it would haue be: 
But theragayne al the comonte 

Made agapne him a coniuracion, 

On his lalſe murdze to do co2reciion, 


Foure. M. men of armes were downe ſent 

With a pꝛetour called Jctilius, 

The which pꝛetout ſet al his entent 

Co gather treaſour.fozhe was coueteus: 

Ind couetyle is contrarious 

Unto knighthode as auctours all expꝛe 305 
U 


— 
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Ind ſtepmother vnto wozthynes, 


z liege he lapde aboute a myghty tour 
Wherin Jugurtha put all hys rycheſſe, 

The liege was lapde foꝛ loue of the treaſoure 
Moze than koꝛ woch pp, oz foz wozthynelle, 
COyerby his name and his nobleſle 

Ther diſcomfyted,bzought vato miſchaunce: 
Itter foz mede made hys alyaunce 


With Jugurtha, to his encreaſe of ſhame, 
Cauſed Iffrtke thzough falſe cheuyſaunce 
(They togyther dilclaundzed by diffame, ) 
Chem to withdzawe fro the obeplaunce 

Of the Romains:#moze them ſelfe tauaũce, 
To thepz pur pole cozrupted wyth treaſour 
Many a Tribune and many Senatour, 


Of newe againe al the comonte 

Fro Rome lent Gapus Marius, 

Fo: the murders and hozible cruelte 
Wꝛought by Jugurtha the tiraunt furious: 
Which to refourme the ſayd Gayus 

I Conlulere of purpole was (ent doun, 
Jinanly knyght,and famous of renoun, 


Full notably the werres he began, 
Wꝛought euery thyng of hie pꝛouidence, 
Ind foztune whyche helpeth hardy man 
Gaue him great fauour by her influence: 
Ind alderfirſt he dyd his diligence 

Foꝛ to auoyde al that were vicious, 
Delicate people, and folkes lecheroug, 


A day was ſet and taken a bataple, 

But Jugurtha by falſe ſubtilte, 

P2otered much good which might not auaile 
To haue coꝛrupt, if it would haue be, 

The layde Martius: but euer in one degre 

He ſtode ape ſtable vpright as a wall, 

Ind toke none hede to his pꝛofer at all. 


Chan Jugurtha in party diſpaired 
Greatly aſtonped within hym lelte mulpnge, 


But lyke a man hyndzed and appapꝛed 


He gan purpoſe anone a newe thynge, 
Of Mauritaine he went to the kyng 
To get helpe whych called was Boccus; 
Him to lutcour agapne this Gaius. 


T wene them was made of new an alyaũce 
The whyche laſt but a lytle (pace, | 
Foz kyng Boccus gan fal in repentaunce 
Call he woulde reſoꝛte to the grace 

Ok the Romayns,and nomoze treſpace: 

Ind to perfourme his entencion 

He made to Gapus this me diacion. 


There was one Scylla called a Queſtour 
Of Gavus holt had gouernaunce, 

Foz king Boccus he was mediatour 

That ther was newely acco2daunce 

Twene him a Gapus:and by the purueyatice 
Of thys Boccus, Jugurtha anone was hent 
Maugre his myght,and ts Gapus ſent, 


And al his kynadom without reliſtence, 
Gaine to Romains came vnder obeylaunce, 
And Marius fo2gaue them their offence, 


- Receyued them vnder aſſuraunce, 


That he all by dome do no vengeaunce, 
To punpche p treſpaces that they dyd afozne 
(The (pace copted fro tyme they were bozne, 


Jugurtha taken almoſt foꝛ angre mad 
Bꝛought to Nome and fettered in pziſon, 
To Terpeya an he hyl he was lad 
Jugement peue foz his kalle treaſon, 
Bound to a ſtone and after thʒzowe doun 
Fro the place full hye where he ſtode, 
Without mercy in to Tibze flode. 


CLenuoye, 
CY His may de welcalled a tragedy, 
d By dilcription takynge auctozite, 
u tragedy,as Poetes ſpecify. 
Ginneth with toye endeth with aduerſyte, 
From hye eſtate caſt in to lowe degre: 
Example taken this ſtozy layth aright 
Df Jugurtha that was fyzſt a good knyght 


At his ginnyng famous in chinalry, 
Gate Numetaigne,ofSpaine a great citye, 
2But in repairing home to that party 


De chaunged knyghthode into cruelte, 
With couetiſe ſo blinded was the ſyght, 
Of Jugurtha that firſt was a good knighte, 


His wopt, his power he holy dyd apply 
To hateful murdꝛe, fraude, and ſubtylte, 
By extoꝛte title him (elfe tomagnify a 
Dlew rightfal heires, reft the their lybertie, 
By lalſe intruſion clambe vp to their le, 


The fifth boke. 


And gaue no fozce were it wzong 02 ryght 
A thyng contrary toeucry wozthy knight, 


Hoble pꝛinces lift vp pour hertes ipe. 
Within your ſelfe remembze and do le 
Df this murdze the hateful tyzrany, 

With oppzeſſion done to thecommote, 
His gynnyng good a curſed ende had he: 

Murdꝛe areth vengeaunce day and night, 
I thynge contrary to euery woꝛthy kyght, 


Imeane whan he came home to his countre 


7? Hereendeth the fyfte booke :- 
and here after foloweth 
the lixte, 


* ) 


0 


The lyxte booke 


eat. cxxxiiii. 


6 Here Bochas ſittinge in his ſtudic alone 


wpyteth a greate pꝛoteſſe howe Foꝛtune lyke a onſtruous J- 


mage hauynge an. C 


handes, apeared vnto hym 


and ſpake, and Bochas vnto her :makynge by- 


twene them both many 
and reaſons of 


eat arguments 
uunes 


chauntes. 


C The Fyꝛſt Chapter. 


El dapne auenture 

To teme bꝛe he thought 
it dyd hym good 

Howe that no man may 
im lelle aſſure 


She b2aydeth euer on þ chatitipleure (neſſe, 
Now ſonge now wepyng, now wo now glad- 
Nowe in myzth nowe patne to endure, 
Nowelyght now heuy,nowe in lwetneſſe 
Howe in trouble, nowe fre nowe in diſtreſſe, 
Shewyng to vs a maner reſemblaunce 

No wozidly welth hath here non aſſutaũce. 


Whyte Bochas peſpfe ſtode in hys lybzaty 
LOyth chere oppzeſſed,pale in hys vylage, 
Somdeale abached, alone, and lolitary, 

To hym appered a monſtruous pmage 
Parted on twapyne of colour and cozage, 

Her ryght ſyde ful of ſomer floures, Cres. 
(The tother oppzeſſed w winter ſtoꝛmy hou- 


Bochas aſtoined full feareful to abzayde 
Whan he behelde the wonderful fygure 

Of foztune,thus tohym ſelle ye lapd: 
What map this meane is this a creature, 
Oꝛ a monſtre tranſfourmed RgaPar nature, 
Whole bzenning eyen ſpercle of their light 


Is do the ſterres the froſty wynter nyghte 


Ind ok het chere ful good hede he tobe, 
Her fate lemyng cruel and terrible, 


Ind by diſdayne manaſing of loke, 

Der heare vntruſſed, harde, harpe d hozyble, 
Frowarde of chape lothſome x odible 

An hundꝛed handes (he had of eche parte, 

In ſondzy wyle her gyftes todeparte, 


Some of her handes lykt vp men alofte 
To hye eſtate of wozldly dignite, 
Another hande griped full vnſofte 

Which cad another in great aduerſite, 
Gaue one rycheſſe an other pouerte, 

Gaue ſome alſo by repozte a good name, 
Nopled an other of lclaundze and dyffame; 


Der habyte was of manyfolde colours 
Walchet blewe of fapned ſtedfaſtneſſe, 
Her golde allayed lyke ſon in watty how2es 
Meynt w grene foz thaunge #doubleneſle, 
A pzetence reed,dzede meynt wyth hardines, 
White foz clenneſle lyke ſone foz to faile 

Faint blake foʒ mourning, ruſſet foz trauayle 


Der colours mepnt of wolles moze than one 
Some whple eclypled, ſome while bꝛyght, 
Dul as an aſſe whan men had haſte to gone, 
And as a ſwalowe geryche of her flyghte, 
Twene llowe x (witte,now eroked nowe bp- 
No we as acreple lowe cozbed doun, (right, 
Nowe as a dwery and nowe a chãpion. 


Nowe a cowarde durſt not come in pꝛees, 
Howe ſomwhylehardy as a lyon. 
Nowe lyke Ectoꝛ, nowe dzedful Therlites; 
Nowe was che Creſus, nowe Agameaon, 
Now Sardanapallus of condicton, (npne, 
Nowe was ſhe mãniche, nowe was ſhe kemi⸗ 


Nowe coude ſhe rapne # nowe falſiy hyne, 


5 i. Now 


Howe a Mermapde angelyke of face, 

A taile behinde very lerpentpne, 

Nowe debonaire now trowarde to do grace, 
Nowe as a lambe tretable # benigne, 
Nowe lyke a wolfe ok nature to maligne, 
Nowe Sirenes to ſpnge folke a llepe 

Cyl Caribdis dzownethe in the depe. 


Thus Bochas conſidzinge her figure, 

Al her features in ozdze he gan beholde, 

Yer bzedth her legthe,her ape & her ature 

Anhundzed handes a armes there he tolde, 
VDyerok aſtoined his herte gan were colde: 

And amonge al her membzes euerpchone 

Hym lempte che had no fete vpon to gone, 


And whyle that he conſidzed al thys thynge 
Twene-them as it were in atraunce, 
She (odaialy towarde him lok ing 

He concetued by her countenaunce 

Were it foz yze were it foz pleſaunce, 
Outher foz fauour outher foꝛ diſdaine 

By the maner Ge woulde ſomwhat ſapne. 


Loking as cope as The had had diſdaine 
Bochas (quod che) I knowe all thyne entent 
Powe thou trauaileſt.buſteſt the in vaine 

In thy ſtudp euer diligent, 

Nowe in the weſt no we in the ozient, 

To ſeche ſtozies noꝛth and meridien 

Ok wozthy pꝛinces þ here tofoꝛne haue ben. 


Some dwelled vader the pole artike 

By my fauour vp tapled to the ſterres, 
Other under the pole Jutartpke 

Which in contrary fro vs ſo fer re is, 

Some eacreced and ſet vp by the werres: 
Lyke as me lyſi their triüphes tauaunce 
Frownig on other Þ bzought thẽ to miſchãce. 


I ſe the buſy remembzing by Scripture 
Stozies of pzinces in euery maner age, 

As mp fauour foloweth their auenture, 

By humble ſtyle ſet in playne langage, 

Not made curious by none auauntage 
Ofrethozikes, with muſes foz to ſtriue. 

But in plaine four me their dedes to dilcriue. 


In which pzoceſle thou doeſt great dyligence, 
As thep delerue to yeue thẽ thanke oz blame, 
Setteſt vp one in roiallercellence | 
Wityin mp houſe called the houſe of Fame, 


Enhaunceth on to ful hie parties, 


The lixte boke 


The golden trumpet w blaſtes of good name 


her Jupiter lytteth am6g the heuẽly ſkicg, 


Another trũpet ot ſownes full vengeable 
Which vloweth vp at fealtes funer all, 
Nothinge bꝛight but of colour (able 
Ferre fro my tauour,deadiy,and moztal, 

To plonge pꝛinces from their eſtate royall 
Whan Jam wzoth to make the lowte lowe, 
Than of malice J do that trumpet blowe, 


Thou haſt waitten q ſet togyther in groſe 
Lpke their delertes wozldly mennes dedeg, 
Nothing conceled noz vnder couert clole, 
Spared the crownes noz their purple wedeg, 


Nox goide ſepters,but yaue the their medes: 


Crowned one w laurer hye on hys head let, 
Other with peruinke made foz the gybet. 


Thus diuerſly my giftes J depart, 

One accepte another is refuſed, 

Lyke halardours my dyce J do ieoparte, 
One well furthered another is accuſed, 
My play is double my truſt is euer abuſed, 
Though one to dape my fauour hath wonne, 
To moꝛow againe J can eclipſe his ſonne. 


Cauſe ot my compyng plainly to declare 

By good alice, vnto thy pzelence, 

Js to ſhewe my maners and not ſpare, 
And my condicions bzeuelp in ſentence 
Pꝛeued of olde and newe experience: 
Plainiy to ſhewe me lyſt not foz to rowne, 
Today J flater,to mozowe J can frowne , 


This houre J can ſhewe me merctable, 
And lodainlp I can be dilpitous, 

Now wel wplled, nowe haſtely vengeable, 
Nowe lobze of chere,nowe haſty a fucious, 
My play vncouth,my maners maruapylous 
B2ayd on þ wpnde,nowe glad a now murne. 
Lyke a wedercock my face eche dap J turne. 


Wherin Bochas I tel the pet agapne 
Thou doeſt folly thy wyttes foz toply, 
Ill thy labour thou ſpplleſt in vapne 
Gayne my maners ſo fully to repiy, 

By thy waityng to fytidea remedp 

To interrupt in thy lat dapes, ' 
My ſtatutes, and my cuſtomable wayes, 


Al the labour of Phyloſophers olde 

Crauaple ot Poetes my maners to depzaue, 
Hath ben of poze to ſay lyte as they woulde, 
Ouet mp fredom the louerainte to haue _ 
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But of my lawes the liberte to ſaue 
Upon my whele they hall them not dekende, 
But whan me liſt than they al dilcende. 


Why Gouldemen put me in blame 

To folowe the nature ot my double play 
With newe buddes dothe not Uer the lame 
Wyhan pzimroſes appere frech and gay: 
Today they ſhewe to mozowe gon away: 
Soiner after of flours hath fopſon 

Tyl June w (ythes after mowe the doun. 


Nowe is the ſee calme and blaundychyng, 
Nowe are the wyndes comfoztable & ſipll, 
Nowe is Bozeas ſturdy in blowynge 
Which yonge chepe a bloſomes greueth pl: 
Why alſo choulde J not haue my wyl, (ble 
To ewe my lelke now (mothe, # after trou- 
Syth to my kynde it longeth to be double: 


No man lo ferreis fall in wzetchedneſſe 

But that he ſtandeth in truſt to ryſe agapne, 
No: none lo depe plonged in diſtreſſe 

Noz with diſpaire noz wahope ouer layne, 
But that there is ſome hope left certaine 

To peue him comfozte,ſeruynge his entent, 
To be releued whan me lyſt aſſent, 


The erth is clad in motlayes whyte a rede, 
Whan Eſtas entreth with vpolettes ſote, 
The greues are grene, a in euery mede 

The bawm fteteth which doth to herts bote: 
Auguſt paſſed;aggine in to the rote 

By courſe of nature 5 vertue doth relozte, 

To te uolucion of kyude J me repozte, 


Who chould than debarre me to be Double, 
Sith doubleneſſelongeth to me or rige 
Nowe lybe ſomex nowe with winter trouble, 
Now blinde of loke derke as þ cloudy nyght, 
Howe glad ofchexe of herte mery &lyghte: 
They be but foles again my myght to mule 
Oz me atwite though J my power ble. 


Selde ozneuer J byde not in one poynt, -. 

Men muſt at lowpes take me as they fpude, 

Jad whan J stande furtheſt out of ioynt, 

To let folkes back warde farr behynde 

Than wozldiy men with their eren ind 

Dozecomplayue vpen my doubleueſſe,,  . 
falſe goddelle, 10 


Cali me than the frowarde 


Thus by pour waytig & marueileug lagage 
4 ain diſclaundzed of > cy 
Wherof by ryght IJ catche great augunfage 


Ital perfourme ſouthly if 


With letters large aboue 


Leaf.crriv. 


Sythdoublenelſe no ſclaunder is to me, 
Whiche is a percel of inp liberte: | 
To be called by tytle of ryghtwylneſſe 
Ofchaunges newe lady and pzincelle, 


Thus whan foztune had ſayd her wyl 


Parcell declared ok her gouernaunte, 


Made a ſtint and ſoberly ſtode tyll, 

Jhon Bochas ſate # herde al her dalyaunce, 
Feareful of chere, pale of countenaunce 

In oꝛder enpzinted eche thynge p che ſayde; 
Ful demure thus he dyd abzayde, 


He toke vpon him vertue and cozage 

Upon a poynte foz to abyde ſtable, 
Certes(quod he)lyke to thy vyſage 

All wozldly thiges be double dt chaungeable; 
Pet foz my parte by remembꝛaunce notable, 
conne, 

haue begonne, 


This litel boke that 
And leſt my labour dye not noz appall 


Ok this boke the tytle foz toſane, 


Among mpne other lytel wozkes all 

| my graue 
This bookes name chall iu ſtone be graue: 
Howe J Jhon Bochas in eſpecial 

Ol woz1dly pzinces waitten haue the fall, 


Of whyche exttþiiſe the cauſe to dilcriue 


Cyps was firſt groande, J wyl not deny, 


Toelchewe ſlouth and vyces all my lyue, 
And ſpeciallp the byce of glottotty, 
Whicy is nozice vato lechery: * 
This was cheke taule wy X bndertoke 
The compylacion of this lytle boke. 


Pet by thy talkyng as J bhderftande 

Eche thing here ok nature is chaungeable, 
After thy ſentence both on (ee à lande, 
Petcoude FJ reken thynges that be ſtable 
Is vertitious bydyng vnmutable, 
Set hole to godwarde of wyl & thought, 
Maugre thy power, e ne chaſigeth nought, 


Chou mapſt che all onto remembzaunce 
Ebi mn 100 by grace whiche is de⸗ 
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Haſt thou not þ tice (upne 
Ot holy martixswhychly ap o decline 
Fro Chryſtes faythtyl they dyd fynee 


in them had none interelle 
Tonake en? ae their ſtableneſſe. 


man that is enarnied in vertue 


Againt thy myght tomakereſiſtence, 

And let his truſt by grace in Chziſt Jeſu 
And hath al hole his hertely aduertence 
Ou ryghtwilnelle, koꝛce, and on pzudence, 
With they: ſuſter called Attemperaunte, 
Dath a lauecoudute againe thy variaunce, 


They let no ſtoze by thy double whele, 
With ſuppoꝛtacton of other ladyes the 
Theltr truſt (Ad not in plate. mayle,oz ſtele, 
But in theſe vertues faythe hope #charite, 
Called vertues theologice: 
Waich wyth the fowre afoꝛe here ſpecified 
Thy whele aud the haue vtterlp defied, 


If J with wpnges might five to heauen, 
There Qoulde J ſe thou haſt nothyng adone 
With Jupiter, noz the planeres leuen. 

With Phebus, Mats, mercurp, noꝛ the mone 
But woꝛldly koles erly late and ſone 

Such as be blent oz dyzked with lewdneſſe, 
By kalle opinion call the a goddefle, 


Giftes of grace, no giſtes of nature, 

Almeſſe dede done with humtlite 

Loue and copaſſion be fer re out ofthy cure 
Sdemelineſle (trength boſitye oz beaute 
Uertuouſly vſed in their degre, 

Gaine non of theſe thy power may not ſtretch 


Foz who is vertaous iytel of thee Doth teich. 


Of thy condictons to ſet another pꝛeke, 
Wyicu koles ve in their aduerſite 

Foz excuſacion,as ſomtyme ſapeth a thefe 
104an h2 is hanged it was his deftyne, 
Atwiteth foztune ok his intquite, 

As (he had power # domination 

To rule man bp wel againe reaſon, 


Foz whych quod Thon Bochas in party deſo⸗ 


To determin (uch heauenly hid fectees, (late 
To tho that be deuines of estate 1 
J remit ſuch vncouth patuiters; 1 
And w Poetes that be or tote degrees 

J eſchewe to tlunbe to buy an 
Leſt foz pzeſampcioa J Wü not kar wer ⸗ 


But if J had ud in my cozage' 
Such miſteries of diuine eee, Þ 
Without enup J would in platte tangage 


* . 


Uttre tem by waitinge with hible reuerfce; 


* 


Pꝛedeſtpnacion nouther pꝛeſrieſſee 
Not appertaine foztune vnto the 
And foz my part I wpl excuſe me. 


The ſirte boke. 


Ind pꝛocede lyke as J bndertoke 

After that J tolde my matere 

Ol tal of pꝛinces foz to wzyte a boke, 

But yet afoꝛe if thou wouldeſt here 

I deſire of hole herte and entere 

Co haue a copie of pꝛinces names al, 
Which fro thy whele thou haſt made to fal. 


Thy ſecre boſome is ful of ſtoꝛies 

Ol lũdꝛy pꝛintes how they their life haue lad 
Ok their triumphes and victozies 

Which olde Poetes and Philoſophers ſad 
In meter and pꝛole compiled haue an rad, 
Song their laudes their fautes eke reſerued, 
By remembzaunce as they haue deſerued, 


Of which J haue put ſome in memozy, 
Theron let my ſtudy and laboure 

So as J coude to their encreaſe of glozy, 
Though ot ligage Jhad but ſmal fauour, 
Caule Caliope did me ao ſocour, 5 
Foz which thvu haſt duringe al this while 
Kebuked me ofmp rude ſtple, | 


Men would atroũpt it were a great dulnelle 


But if langage conueied be by pzudence, 
Out declared by ſobze aayſeneſſe, 

Under ſuppozt fauoured by defence 

Of Tullius chefe pink ofeloquence, 
Should moze pꝛofite ch oꝛtlp to contiude, 
Thau my ſtyle (poke in termes rude, 


Pet ofte tyme it hath be felte and ſeyne 
Underhaſkesgrowyng on land erable 
Hath be founde and tried out good greine, 
Underrade leaues Makynge # vnſtable 
Pulled fay2e frute holeſome # delptable: 
Ind ſemblabty where rethoꝛike hath failed, 
In dlũte termes good co:iſaile hath auapled. 


Phyloſophers of the golden ages, 

Ind Poeces that founde out kceche ditees, 
As king Imphion w his fatre langages 
Ind wd his harpig made folke of low degrees 
And labozers tenhabyte firſte cytees: 

And ſo by muſy ke and P hyloſophp 

Gan kirſte of commons noble policy. 


Cye chef or muline is melody i accozde, 


Well ofPhiloſophy ſ(ptang out of pzudence, 
By whypeh two meanes gan vnitye # acozde 
With politike vertae to haue their aſiſtence, 
LOiloinen/fo'reigne. ſubiectes do reuerence: 
And by this grounde in ſtoꝛies men 3 : 
er 
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Were bylte the walles of Thebes the citie, 


Acco2de in mulyke cauſeth the melody 

Where is diſcozde there is dinerſite, 

And where is peace is pzudent policy, 

In eche kingdome and euery great countre 
Strife firſt induced by thy duplicite: 

Foz which Þ maiſt as clerkes thee diſcryues, 
Be called lady of contekes and of ſtriues. 


Fyꝛſt were founde out hateful deuyſions 
By thy contriued falſe mutabilitees, 
Slaughter,debate,frowarde dyſcencions, 
Jn regions, pꝛouinces, and citees: 
Delolacions of townes and of countrees, 
Where ot men had firſte experience 

By thy chaungeable gery violence. 


Chus by the opinion of thy whele double 

Is fayze by nature as it was poſſible, 
Ouerthwertly thou bꝛoughteſt me un troble, 
Madeſt eche to other froward and odible, 
By thy traines vncouth and terrible, 

Lyke as acozſer maketh coltes Þ be wylde, 
With ſpurte ⁊ whyp to be tame and mylde. 


Thus by the tempeſt of thine aduerſitees , 
To make men moze tame of their cozages, 
Jn thetr diſcozdes twene kyngdoms # citees 
Itter the charpenes of thy cruel rages, 
Onely by ſpeche # meane of faite langages, 
Folke by thy fraude fro grace ferre exyled 
Wereby faire ſpeche to vnpte recoinſiled, 


People of Grete, ok Rome, à of Cartage, 
Nerte in Jtaple with many a region 

ere induled by ſwetneſle of faire langage 
To haue togither their conuerſacton, 

To buylde caſtels and many a royal toun: 
What cauſed this to tell in bztefe the fourme, 
But eloquence rude people to enfourme: 


Aloe tyme they were but beaſtial 

Tyl they to reaſon by lawes were coſtrained, 
Under dilcrecion by ſtatutes natural 

Fro wilkul luſtes by pꝛudece were reſtrained, 
Sy allent made one a togider enchayned 

In golden tha ines of peace and vnite 
Thus gan the buylding of euery great cite. 


But whan thou medleſt to haue an entreſſe, 
They that were one to bzing them at dilcoꝛde 
To interrupt with thy doubleneſſe 

Citees ⁊ regions that were of one accozde? 
Ire as thys boke can beare me wel recozde 


/ 
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Fro the tyme that thou firſt began, | 
Thy mutabilite hath troyed many a man, 


Thou cauledſt men to be obſtynate 

In their cozages,and incozrigible, 
iltul, ⁊ froward, cauleles at debate, 

Eche to other tontrarious and odible, 

Them to refourme almoſt impoſſible, 

Tyl taire ſpeche voidinge diuiſion 

Peace reconciled twene inany a region. 


Foꝛ there is none ſo furious outrage 
No2 no matter ſo fer out ofthe wap, 
But that by meane of gracious langage 
Ind faire ſpeche, map a man conuay 
To al reaſon mekelp foz to obep: 

By an example whyche J reherce (hal, 
Wele to purpoſe and hiſtozial. 


The hardy knight the cruell Ichplleg 

Whan hateful ire aſſailed his cozage, 

There was no meane w him to treat of pees, 
To Qtyl the tempeſt of his dolefull rage, 
Daue onely this which dyd his ire alwage, 
By attemperaunce to obey toreaſon 

Whan of an harpe he heard the (wete ſoun, 


Which inſtrument by hys great ſwetneſſe 
Put al rancour out ofhys remembzaunce, 
Wꝛeſted him againe to al gladneſſe 

From him auotding al rãcoure c greuaunte: 
Semblably fapzc ſpeche and daliaunce 

Set men in reit in realmes here a yonder, 
BY good langage that were terre alonder. 


With theſe wozdes Bochas wert debonatre 
T owarde foztune as he caſt his loke, 
Withdꝛe we his rancour and to ſpeke faire 
Touching his labour þ he vpon him toke 
Beleching her foꝛ to fozther his boke, | 
That his name which was but little knowe;z 
By good repozt might be further blowe. 


That his name might ferther ſpꝛede 

Which ſtode as yet chzouded in derkneſſe, 

By her fauour his name foꝛth to lede 

His boke to fozther do her bulineſſe, 

By good repozte to yeue it a bzyghtneſſe, 
with laureate ſtremes (had fozth to people al 
By foꝛyettulne ſſe that it neuer appall. 


This was the byl whych ß Jhon Bochas 
Made vnto foztune with ful humble ſtyle, 
Whan foztune had conteiued al his caas 5 


Soberly ſtoode and gan ſtynt a while, 
And glad of chere after che gan (\myle 

On myne auctour, and with a kreche viſage 
In ſentence \pake to him this langage, 


Sothlycquod Ge) I ſe the bulines 

Of moztall men, howe curious Þ they be, 
Howe they tudy by greate auyſcneſſe 

Olk my lecretes koz tobe pꝛiue: 

To knowe the conceites hyd within me, 
Ind my counlails,ye men do al your payne 
Alb: that lightip ye map not ther to attapne. 


In this matter your wyt doth neuer faynt 
Pmaginyng my [ykeneſſe in pour mynde, 
Lykc your conceytes ye fozge me # painte 
Somtyme a woman w winges let behinde, 
Ind poztrayen me with eyen Þ ben blynde: 
Cauſe of al this bzefely to expꝛeſſe, 

Is pour owne couetous blyndneſſe, 


Pour appetites moſt ſtraunge à dyuers 
And euer full of chaunge and doubleneſſe, 
Frowarde alſo malicious and peruers, 

By haſtpe clymbing to woꝛchip a riches, 
Il wap vorde of trouth and ſtableneſle: 
Moſt pꝛeſüptuous, ſerche out in al degrees, 
Falliy to attayne to wozldiyp dignitees, 


Bochas Bochas J perceine euerp thyng, 
And knowe full wele the great difference 
Hyd in thy ſelfe of wozdes and thynkyng, 
Itwene them both the dilconuentence: 
Haſt thou not wziten many great (ſentence 
Inu thy boke to ſclaundꝛe wyth my name, 
Ot hole entent my maners to defame: 


Thou calle me ſtepmother moſt vnkpnde, 
And ſomtyme a falle enchauntreſſe, 

A mermaide witha taile behind, 

Ot (cozne ſomwhyle me nampng a goddeſſe, 
Somtymea witch, ſomtyme a ſozcereſſe, 
Fynder of murdꝛe and of dilceites al, 

Thus of malice moztal men me call. 


Al this is done in dyſpite of me 

By accuſacion inmany ſondzy wyle, 
Pe oft appechemy mutabilite 
Namely wha J your requeſtes do diſpyſe, 
Foz to accomplyche your gredy couetiſe: 
Wyan ye fayle pe lay on me the wyte | 
Ol your aduer ſiteeg, me fallly to atwite. 


The lixte boke 


| Dowe be my helpe and ſul 


Haſt wziten vngoodly a cõtrarious fable, 
Howe J wzeſtled wyth glad pouerte, 

To whole party thou were fauourable, 
Setteſt me abacke,gayne me 5ᷣ were vengea⸗ 
Nowe of newe requireſt iny fanour (tlie 
The foꝛ to helpe and fozther thy labour. 


Aſcaunce Jam ofmaners moſt chaungeable, 
Ok conditions very fempnine, 

Now here now ther as þ wynde vnſtable, 
By thy dilcripcion and by thy doctrine, 

To tuery chaunge redy to enclyne: 

As women ben pong and tẽ dꝛe ol age, 

Pyich of nature be Diners ok tozage. 


But fo2 to further in party thyne entent 
That of thy boke the pzoceſſe map pzocede, 
By my fauour to the accomplichment 

J am wel wylled to helpe the in thy nede, 
Like thy delire the better thou alt (pede, 
Phan J am towarde with a benigne face 
To (pede thy toznep by luppoꝛt ofiny grace, 


That thy name and alſo thy ſurname 
With Poetes and many an olde auctour, 
May be regeſtred in the houſe of Fame, 
By ſuppoꝛtacion of my ſodaine fauour, 
By alliſtence alſo of my ſocour 

Thy wozke texplete the laurer foz to wn 


At Saturninus J vyl that thou begin, 


The fyꝛſt Chapiter. 


C Here reherſeth Foꝛtune her condicions bn⸗ 
to Bothas, ew yng how many one che 
enhaunceth foz a time, and anone 
after them 1 ouerthzo- 
wety, 
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Great debates and great ſedicions: 
And dy hys frowardeconſpiracions _ 
He was ſharpe enemy agapne the pzudet inge 
Called Metellus, deuoide ok al refuge, 


Fto the Capitole ſet with mighty hande 
Founde no ſotour Metellus in the toun , 


. Che lame tyme thou Galt vnderſtande 
And thou of purpoſe foz teſlaundze mee | —— 


ztacion 
Ont 


One that was (mal ofreputacion 
Called Glaucus, in pouert bzought lotde 
Made Conlulere, the tozy is well knowe, 


A ſeruaunt firſt and almoſt ſet at nought, 
Ind afterwarde J made him foztunate, 
Left neuer tyll I had hym bzought 

By a pzerogatife choſe of the Senate, 
To be a pzetour an office of eſtate, 
Which alſo w2ought by conſpiration 

To bzyng Metellus to deſtruction, 


Of whole aſſent there was alſo another 
Called Marius beyng the ſame pere 
Texplete this treaſon their \wozne b2other, 
which wag allo that tyme a Conlulere: 

I foꝛtune made them full good chere 

Lyke their deſyzes gaue them liberte, 

To banyſhe Metellus out of their cite. 


Of thelſe thꝛe Romains the firſt Saturnine, 
Aud Glaucus was called the ſeconde, 

Ind Marius layde out hoke and lyne 

As J haue tolde Metellus to confounde, 

To their purpole J was alſo founde 
Fauourable, to bꝛyng them to milchefe \ 
As their ſtozy cheweth an open pzefe, 


They banyched hym out of Rome toun, 

And Saturninus by hys ſubteli wozkyng 
Clambe vp faſt of pꝛeſumpcion 

To be called of Rome lozde and kyng, 

J gaue hym fauour by a maner falſe (miling 
Tyll at the laſt playnly to declare 

Ok his diſtruction J bzought him in $(nare, 


The Senatours knovwyng the malyce 

Of Saturne which made a great gadzyng 
Oflundzy folke,caſtyng in his anyce 

By they? fauour he might be called kyng, 
All this while ofhis vpclymbyng 

J Gewed hym duryng alonge ſpace, 

Him to dilcepue a full benigne face. 


Tyll Marius a mighty Conſulere 
To withltande his pꝛelumption 
Role with ſtronge dande, a with aknyghtly 
Beſet hys palays about enupzon, ( chere 
Bꝛake hys gates ampd of the toun: 
And Saturninus voyde of all fauour 
To the Capitoyle fled foz luccour. 


De was fozbarred by Marius of vitayle, 
The Capitople belieged rounde about, 
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His good achetedloſt all his rychelle. 


- Wagulduſaapepuce of 


Co him that tan outwardifianter 8 fayne, 


A8 
; (To Magulduſa otloue 
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At theentryng was a uronge batayle 

On outher party {[ayne a great route: 
Thus of my tauour he gan ſtande in deute, 
Thus Saturninus bzought in gret diſtrefſe 


Experiente full openly men leareth 

Suche as hyeſt thervpon aſcende 

Lyke as the turne of my whele requircth- 

Whan they leſt wene, doun they (hall diſcede2 

They haue no power them ſelfe to defende 

i my migyt, when they be ouerthzow 
at do I than but laughe a make amow. 


* 


Dꝛuſus alſo bozne of great lynage 

And diſcended of full bye nobleſſe 

Unto vertue contrary of his cozage, 
Frowarde founde to all gentleneſſe, 
Pet choſe he was the tozydoth expꝛeſſe 
Queſtour of Alye an offyce of bye degre, 
Foꝛ his byzthe to gouerne that countre, 


But oft tyme bertue no2 gentleneſſe 
Come nat to heires by (ucceſſion, 
Exãple in Dꝛuſus the ſtozy bereth witneſle, 
Which bothe of cozage and diſpoſicion 

Was euer frowarde of condicion: 

Foz which let men deme as they muſt nedes, 
Nat after byathe but after the dedes. 


Uertues all in hym were let aſyde, 

Slowe to be armed, hated chiualry, 

Molt couetous, depnous, full ot pipde, 

His dedes frowarde, full of trecherp, 

To hie eſtate J dyd hym magnify: 

pet al my giftes in hym ne might retche, 
Fox here tofoze thee he cometh like a wzetche, 


He dare foꝛ ame nat ewe his biſage 

So karre diſclaundzed is his wzetche dne ſſe. 

His couetyſezand vicious outrage, 

Faiſely cauſed by hys doublenelle; 

great noble ſle, 

Betrayched wag fo} mede ta the kyng 

Called Boccug by Dꝛuſus lailſe-wozkyng. - 
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Were copetent couenable oz condigne 


And in his hert couectly ma] mad: 
us dud which gone ſigne 


e, 
treaſon hdde indede. 
Haszilli. Vii ea „Bat. 


Underneth falle 


\ 


Tye \ixte boke, 


But Maguldula lyke a manly knyght 
Gayne king Boctus hath hi ſeife (occoured, 
han he by dome was iudged agayne ryght 
Ok an olyphaunt foz to be deuoured; 
Scaped frely,and after thatlaboured 

To acquite hym \clfe thzough his hie renoun 
Slew talſe Dzuſus myd of Rome coun. 


Bochas alſo men put the lacke in me 
That J was caule of the deftruction 


By mp contrarious mutabllyte 


Of the notable famous Scipion, 

Wyich in the tyme of @enſozyn Caton 
Gate the triumphe foz many great victozp, 
To put his name perpetually in memozy, 


Fo his merites choſe a Conſulere 

And chefe by(hop to gouerne their cite, 

To all the Senate patron moſt entere, 
Moſt famous of name and dignite, 

Saued RKomayas from all aduerſite: 

Tyme whan the werre Dzedefull a diſpytous 
Gan atwene Pompey and Ceſar Julius. 


Thus whan the ſayde famous Scipion 
Was thꝛough my fauoz acopted moſt notable 
He fro my whele ſodenly was thzowe doun 
Which neuer in woꝛd no2 dede was culpable: 
But the-Romatns malicious and vnſtable, 
By theyꝛ hangman firſt chapued in pꝛylon, 
After tached, thete gayned no raunſon. 


Thus he that had auayled them (o ofte, 

To laue hym leite founde fuccour on no ſpde: 
His dead body they henge it hype alokte 

Fot a lpectacie longe there to abyde, 

Thus gerpchly my gyktes J denyde 
Stotidmealenowe krende nowe aduerſary, 
Newarde good with guerbonsful contrarp, 


This was experte full well in Scipton, 
Gan with toye and ended in wꝛerchedneſle: 
Bochas remembee make yereofmencion 
And of Fanatttus how Jofgentlenele- 
Made him aſtende to notable hye pzowelle,. 
Pet bokes ſape touchyng his kynrede 
Wanly ol peblan.2 cyozle vozuo in debe. 


Fox ny diſpoxte with a glad vylage 


] (et hym bp dan he vpon my wel. 


Gavehymtord@ypoit ot lum ſeruage, 


To do him fauoar iy de dme full wee: 


Wyerfeze Borhaghisd0ay cuetp Delle 
Kotte it well, and in elpeciall 


In his moſtehyeſt dompnacion: 


Hod he by leyght came to eſtate royall, 


By ſleyghty fainyng to dyuers folke he tolde 
How that he ſpake w Scirra the goddeſle, 
At euery houre playniy whan he wolde, 
Ol pzeſumption diſcriued her lykeneſſe; 
Sapde allo how ſhe of her goodneſle 

Had graunted him hys ſtate to magnyfy) 
Duryng his life a ſpirite of pꝛopheſp. 


And furthermoze the people foꝛ to blynde 
He fantalied by a cratte vncouth 

Within a Hale the ſtoꝛy maketh mynde 
Ok a nut to haue fyze in hys mouthe, 
Blew it ſparkling noxthand ſouthe: 
Ilky2med (wherwith folke were blent) 
It was a ſpirite to hym from heuen ſent, 


By which he wzought many great bertue, 
Gadzed people tyll he had in dede 

Two thoulande churles at hys ret inne, 
Whiche after warde his purpoſe foz to ſpede 
To ſyxty thouſande encreaced as Jrede; 

I ſuffred all, ſerued hym at the tyde 

Tyll all the courte grutched at hys pzyde; 


Though of byzthe he was but a bileyne 
Role vp ot nought by lodeyne auenture, 
My gery fauour made hym to be ſepne 
Nopal ot poꝛte, dyd hys bulp cure 

To raple hys baner ware a cote armure: 
And by gracious (uppo2tacion, 
B2ought great people to his ſubiection. 


It the laſt my luſt gan appall 
Towarde him not beynge fauourable, 
Down fro my whele anone J made hum kal: 
Foz by Roinains was ſent a great conſtable 
Called Pozpenna a pzince full notable, 
Whiche tyll on him, venquiſſhed him anone, 
Slewe d outrayed his churles euerpchone. 


Him ſelfe was hanged bpon an hye gybet, 
Some of his meynp was caſt in pzyſon, 
Thus to his pꝛyde A ne a great tripet, 
And fro my whele J caſt him low doun 


(ne 
Toke no hede, where he dyd laugh oz mour⸗ 
Foz with no man, J do alway ſoiourne. 


Bochas quod foztune, take good hede alſo 
Howe J can bothe further and dilaua ple, 
Foz enſampie ſe howe A thenyo, 

That,whylom was a chepher de in Itaple 4 
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A bꝛigaunt after marchauntes to aſſapie 
Lape in wayte beſyde a great mountayne, 
Of kugitiues he was made a captapne. 


Slewe firſt his loꝛde a ryche Senatour, 
By violence bꝛake many a ſtronge pꝛilon, 
Ind foꝛ a tyme J gaue hym great fauour 
To gather robbours about him enupzon: 
All the churles of that region 

He aſſembled thzough his iniquite, 

To holde a werre with Nome the cite. 


Beſieged caſtels bzake doun mighty tours, 
Slewe and robbed about in eche countre, 
Spoyled palayſes of mozthy Senatours, 
MUytle had he none laue tytle of volunte; 
Toke vpon hym of pꝛide and cruelte 

Foz to beclad in purple Iykeakyng, 

Bare a lcepter amonge his men ridyng, 


Upon his head oꝛdapned fo2 the nones 

His golden heare trefled lyke an emperour, 
A copfe enbꝛouded all of ryche tones, 

Me lyſt to laughe that a falſe robbour 

By luppoztacion of my gery fauour 

Which laſt nat longe, foz after in hoꝛt whyle 
As is my cuſtome J dyd hym begyple. 


I ſuffred hym and made hym fayned chere 
As J haue doen to other mo tull ofte, 

Tyll downe fro Rome was ſent a Conſulere 
Which toke hun pꝛoudly, a henge him atofte, 
His churles ſlapne, a (ome of them nat ſofte 
In cheynes bounde,fo2 ſhoꝛte concluſion 
Were dempt by lawe to die in pziſon. 


By whiche ſtoꝛy Bochas thou mapſt lert 

A great party 0 mp condicion, 

But nod in halt a ſtozy thou Malt here 

Howe inthe pere fto the foundacion. | 
More thau lixty. C. I meane of Rome toun, 
Was a gatheryng a great company 
Together (wozne, by failycoulpyzacy. 


Them to withdzaw fro the obeyſance 
Oka Tribune called Clodoue, 

Which foz knighthode had gouerriauiice 
And was ſent downe from Nome cyte 
With myghty hande to tule a great.countre 
Called Champayne, and playnlye foz to ſay 
The people there lyſt aum nat obay. 


Chꝛe ſcoze and four were of them in numbze 
That named were chefe conlppꝛatours, 
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Whiche þ call the their captayne to entöbꝛe 
w multitude of theues a robbours: (tous 
Whiche chaſe amonge the to be their ſuppoꝛ⸗ 
Thꝛe mighty captapnes, of whith there was 
Called Spartharcus chefeſt ofechone, (one 


Gadꝛed churles made them ſelfe ſtronge, 
On an bye hyll toke their dwellyng place, 
Yauing no cegarde were it right oz w2onge 
To lpoyle the countre,bealtes toenchace: 
Itheriched them with a benigne face 

Foz a (eaſon, and gaue them liberte 

By falſe rauyne to robbe the countre. 


What thing is moꝛe eruel in compariſon, 
And moze vengeable of wyll a nat of ryght 
Than whan a churle hath dominationz 
Lacke of diſcretion blyndeth lo the lyght 
Ofcomuners foz defaute of lyght, 
When they haue power coũtreis to gouerne, 
Farelyke a beaſt that can nothyng dilcerne. 


Gladiatozs folkes dyd them call, 

Foz their lwoꝛdes wer with tele made kyne 
Fo: to fight gayne wilde deaſtes all, 

As lyons, beares, bozes, and wylde ſwy nee 
And the mountayne where they dyd lyne 
Called Uenule, and thꝛough their cruelte 
Slewe and robded about in eche countre, 


Spartharchus was their chefe captayne 
B20Ught vp of nought x bozne of low degre, 
But Claudius a mighty tronge Romapyne 
Was ſent with power fro Rome the cite 

Fo: to defende and ſaue the countre: 

The hyll belieged befoze them as he lay 

Ye was rebuked, beate, and duuen away, 


Many of them that kept the mountayne 
Were hurte that dap, the ſtoꝛy telleth thus, 
Imoges which was flatne a great captayne 
That was felow vato Spartharchus, 

Is J iyndehehight Jnomaus: | 
Foz whoſe deth was take ſo great vegeaũce, 
(That all the countre felt cherofgreuaunce, 


They of the mountayne all ofone aſſent 
Without mercy oz remiſſion, 

Molt vengeable haue robbed and bzent 
Ill the tountre about them enupꝛon, 


CTyll two Contulers came fro Rome doun: 


The firſt ot them called Lentulus, 
Both put to ſlight by þ (ayd 


rchus, 
f 


The ſirteboke 


Wherol the romayns greatly diſmayed, 
The Senatours of indignacion 
Bothe aſhamed & in them leite affrayed 
Seat one Cralſusa great lozde of the toun, 
With the nombze of a legion: 

And whan Þhe on Spartharcus fy:ſte let 
Slewe of his men, lixe. M. whan they met. 


And after warde beſyde a great ryuer 
Called Salayze they had a great batayle, 
Where Spartharcus ſtode in great daunger 
Foꝛ his chere and countenaunce gan fayle: 
Thurty thouſande clad in plate & ma ple 
Were flayne þ dap, there gapned no raunlon 
All their capitayns aſligned to pziſon, 


Without all this as made is mencion 

Sixty thoulande in the telde lay dede, 

Aud ſire thoulande were ſent to pailon? 

The feide with bloude ſtayned a made rede, 
And fourſcoze. M. quakyng in their dzede 
Were thylke day after the romayne gyle 
Take to mercy,recepued to fraunchple. 


And Spartharcus at miſchefe put to flight, 
Wan 4 from him turned mp vilage 

He loſte chere, he loſt allo his might 

Whan J appalled the fyne of his paſſage: 
Aud. foz he was a churle of his lynage, 

Ok his encrees J lyked nothyng wele, 
Therfoze vawarly J caſt him fro my whele. 


Of my maners to make a greatter pzefe 


There was another famous greate robbour 


Which thzaugh Spapne, was a diſriaundzed 
And fo2 he dꝛed of juſtice the rigour, (thete 
Truſting he chulde fynde in me (ocour 
Called Urinatus he Spapne anon fozſoke, 
And to Rome the right way he tote. 


Gadzed meynp of his condyrion 

Dt euerp ſecte to matze him ſeite ſtronge, 
Theues and robbours ot euer region; 
Manp a churie was medled them amonge: 
His name tencreace were it right oz wzonge 
What euer he gate in cyte oz village, 

With his loxudyqurs he parted the pyllage. 


Thus by my helpe he came to greate richeſle, 


Which bzought in pzaide and pzeſumpcton,' '' FRY? 5 1 
Next in oꝛdge after her owne choys 


He nat pꝛoupded of my doubleneſſe 

Gan to maligne agapne Rome toun: 

But by the pzudence of laſt Scipion 
Sonne of Lepidus, makpng therof no boſte, 


He llayne was by them he truſted moſte. 


By whiche enſample notable of remébꝛaũce 
Shewed her etofoze John Bochas vnto the, 
Thou mapſt know in paity my puyſaunce, 
My lodapne chaunges, my mutabplite: 

Ind foz to auoyde all ambuguite 

To declare the ſumme of myne entent, 
Great Matius to thee J do pzelent, 


Blacke his wede and his habyte alſo 

His heed vnkempt, his lockes hoze and gray, 
His loke dodo ne caſt in token ot lozow #3 wo 
On his chekes the lalte teares lap, 

Whiche bare rccozde of his deadly affray: 
Wherfoze Bochas do thy penne dꝛeſſe 

To dilcryue His moztall heupneſſe. 


His robe ſtayned was with romayhT blode, 
His ſwozde ape redy whet todo vengeaunce 
Lpke a tyzaunt moſt furyous and wode, 
Jn ſlaughter c murdze ſet all his pleſaunce; 
Pet nat fozthy J gaue him gouernaunce, 
Ouer the people, xoſe on my whele vp faſt 
But as vnwarelp downe 4 dyd him caſt, 


Twenehim a Scilla þ woful deadly ſtryues 
At large herafter Bochas thou Galt wayte, 
How many romapnes loſt by the their liues 
JI wyll alſo in oꝛdze that thou endyte, 

And if J Gall rebuke them and atwyte 

As J fronought made them in honour Hine, 


So Jagainwarde made the in miſchef fine, 


Fozget nat alſo, the deadly pytous fate 
Ot him that was ſo notable in his lyte , 
Imeane the great famous Mithzidate 
Wyoſe name is pet full couthe and ryfe, 
To whom J gauea grew pterogatyke, 
Fourty wynter, the dede was wellſene, 
Agapne Romapns the werre to (uftene, 


Fo: whiche herafter J gyue it the in charge 
Of Mithzidate, the ſtozy let Hlongy. pg” 
rge, 


Whan thou haſte leyſer 4 a ſpace 
Remember his conqueſt x his dedes ſtronge: 
And howe that J medled me amonge 


. Fozal his noblefſe and his felicite, 


Co yeuehun parte of great aduerſite. 


Foꝛtune vntruſty vpon eche party, (thoys 


To John Bochas bothe conuaped fro Par- 
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of John Bochas 


Lo John(quod che) take hede of this Cozy: 
All his kinred yf it be well out ſought 


Wer by Scithics chaſed a bzought to nought 


Ind yet fozal my mutabylite 
Some of them whyle they ſtode diſpayzed 
J reſtozed vnto their dignite: 

Unto which whan they were repayzed, 
This Herodes was hindzed and apayzed 
By chaunges, foz his hatefull pzide, 
Whan he leſt wende vnwarelp ſet aſpde, 


Suyng after within a lytle whyle 

This geryche lady of condition, 

Gan an yll laughing falſely foz to Imple 
Lokyng on Bochas bzought with her doun 
A mighty pzince which in Rome toun 

Had in his dayes notable pꝛice and fame, 
All be that he expzeſled nat his name. 


Bochas than his head gan downe declyne 
Seyng that pꝛynce of face diſfigured, 
Ofſuſpectiongan to ymagyne: 

Whan he his mynde fully hath recured 

By tertayne tokens a ſygnes well aſſured, 
It was Pompey ſurquedous of eſtate 
Which with Celar ſo longe was at debate, 


Diſconſolate thzough his vnhapppe caas, 
His face ſopled with water of the ſce, 
Tyme whan Fotpnus and cruel Fchyllas 
Dꝛowned hys body of furyous enmpte, 
is face diſfigured at the ſolempupte 
With ſmokes blake deadly and moztall, 
Called of clerkes the feaſt funer all. 


Codꝛus cauſed the cozps was bzent 

Ind conſumed into aſhes deed, 

To Ceſar after his head was bozne and ſent 
Upon a pole,hys ſtozy who lyſt rede; 

Ifter all this Bochas toke good hede 

how foꝛtune by a maner mockery 


In ſcozne of hym, gan thus to ſpecify, 


Up to the heauen after his deupſe 

I gan enhaunce and encreaſe hys glozy, 

By my fauour I gaue hym many a pꝛyſe 
Conqueſt of kynges w many great victozy, 
Ind moꝛe to put his nobleſſe in memozp, 

By my ſuppoꝛt thzough his chtualry 

With Ceſar Julius to holde champarty, 


Ind while that J my fauour dyd applye 
Towarde him his victozies to allure, 


His fame aroſe tyll that in Theſſalpe 

J gan withdzaw his party to lutcoute, 
Sufferyng his enemies make diſcomſiture 
Upon this Pompey, hyndzed in my ſyght 


By the ſeruauntes of yonge Tholome 
Keygning in Egypt, Pompey in his dꝛede 


Was take & flapne, he founde no helpe in me, 
A gaue him vp and ſo he loſt his hede: 


pet ot my —— no man taketh hede. 
Noz how vnlureiy J caſt my dzedefull loke, 


Saue thou art buſy to let them in thy boke. 


Bochas aſtonied parcell of her pꝛeſence, 
Bothe of chere,face,and countenaunce, 
Ind this whyle hauyng his aduertence 
Thought he [awe a maner reſemblaunce 


Oka perſon which ſtode in great greuaunce: 


Tyll at laſt foztunecaſt her ſyght 
Towarde Bochas, and tolde what he hyght. 


(This is(quod ſhe)playnlp to termine 

(The famous man pꝛynce ofeloquence 

That gaue to Latynes þ (cole # the doctrine 
Ok Retyozike,as well of that ſcience: 

Foz whiche J wyll thou doe thy diligence 

Co waite with other ol thys Tullius, 

All the cale, and gyn at Marius. | 


Theſe wozdes ſayde foztunemade an ende, / 
She bete her wynges and toke her to flyght,/ 


I can nat ſe what way che dyd wende 
Saue Bochas telleth like an angell bzyght 
It her departyng ſhe ſheweda great lygyt: 
But aſſone as the gan diſapere, 

He toke his penne and wzote as pe al here. 


Che. li. Chapter, 


C Dowe Gapus Marius of lowe 
byꝛth bozne, came to hie eſtate, 
7 blent my — 4 
after many great batay 
dyed at myichele. 


Vffere Bochas gynneth to tell of 
theman 
Called in bys tyme Gayug 
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Bozne at Apzina a taſtell of Tulcan, 
Sanneofa mes mg ozpe telleth thug 
Evzough all Rows vertuous: 
Thzoughall Rome 


no in that countre, _ 
6 "Was 


When to Leſbog at miſchefe toke hys fiyght; 


Leaf.crrrir. 


| 
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Was there no man holde lo ſtronge as he. 


Dilcyplyne and great ſubtylite 
He had alſo as bokes 


Pꝛudente, manhod e, and habylitt 


Bothe in armes and in chyualry, 
Moſte famous holde towarde the party 
Win a while, myne auctour ſaythe certapne, 
Chole a Tribune, and a great capitapne. 


But fro the gynnyng of his tendꝛe age 

As hiſtozies put in remembzaunce, 

He was picked ſo ſoze in his cozage 

BY a gredy fret, oł longe contynuaunce, 
Neuer to ſtaunche with none habundaunte: 
The wozlde, noz foztune w all their richeſſe, 
Suffyſed nat to appeaſe his gredyneſle, 


Entring a temple he founde a diupnour, 
Counſayled him there by his diupnaple 

To entte Nome, and holde there ſoiour, 

By good auice, and knightly appataple: 
Made him pzomple that he choulde nat faple 
To attayne by fauour of the commonte, 

To great office and ſtate in the cyte. 


Faudur of commons bꝛought hi to hie eſtate, 
By them receyued vnto dignyte 

Of Conſulere,albe that the Senate 

Had diſdayne of his felicite, 

Bytaule he was bozne of lowe degre: 
Graunted tohim after by the toun 

To conquere realmes by a commiſſpon. 


He gate the pzonince,thzough his hie renoun 
Of Numedy,as he dyd them aſlaple, 

Ind toke the kyng ok that region 

Called Jugurtha, pꝛoudly in bataple: 

Fo: whiche empaiſe by martial apparaple 
He gate þ triumphe, thzough þ town ryding, 
Bytaule onely foz taking of that king, 


And fo2 he was a perſon ſo notable 
Foz many a famous ſodayne victozy, 
Namely in conqueſt pꝛeued pꝛofitable 
To all the cõmons, as put is in memozy, 
And fo2 thencreace ot his tenome & glozp 
By the opinpon hole of the tyte 

In his hande lap all their pzoſherite, |. 


Agapne a people þ called waz 
The to conquere kr 5 
Allo agapnſt the boyſtons 


Gadzed together ofmy unt ua, 


The fixte boke. 


- Thzoagyhys conqueſt artõpiyched þ victozy, 


DWith ſperiall laudes notableof memozy: 
-- _ Firſt thetriumphe,a 
.. .., Hetymes lyxe was 


Mc Thug foztune was to bim fauourable | 


All them he bꝛought to ſubiection, 
Like as Romains had afoze deſpꝛed, 
Becauſe theihad againe their townceſpirey, 


They toke bpon them of falſe pzeſumption 
To paſſe all the mountaines of Jtayle, 


Firſt diſcomfited as made is mention 

Thze Romapne dukes felly in batayle, 
Fourſcoze thouſand clad in plate and mayle 
Slapne of Romayns þ ſtozy is well knowe, 
Under the Alpes at miſchefe ouerthzowe. 


This Marius of marciall auenture 

n Germany had a great batayle, 

ith Tewtobochus a gyaunt of ſtature, 
Put firſt to flyght with al his apparaxyle: 
Foz Martius dyd hym ſo ſoze aſſaple 
At the chace pzoudly bozne to grounde, 
Maugre his might take # in chaynes boſide, 


Maring after with his hoſte hym dzewe 
Towarde ß people of Cimbzoys foz to fight, 

Two hundzed people I fynde ofthẽ he flewe, 
Eight thouſand tate, the. M. put to flight; 

Kyng Bolerus a full famous knight, | 
Slayne in the felde foz all his great pzyde, | 
Agapne Marius Ipke as he dyd ryde. | | 


That day o Cibzoyes was al ß people lain, 
The women after he lyſt nat to reſerue, 
Pet they pꝛofered a wolde haue ben ful faine | 
(Their chaſtite deuoutly to obſerue, | 
In the temple of Ueſta fozto ſerue: - 
But their requeſt foz he lyſt nat here, "I 4 


With him they fought echone llayne pfere. 


Except ſome whan they ſawe none other 
Remedy,of purpoſe they were (et | 
Eueriche of them to tee #& murder other: 
And ſome thought allo it was bet 

Co hange them ſelfe vpon an bye gybet, 
Than to abyde of Marius the outrage 
Perpetuallp to lpue in ſeruage. 


Thus Marius of thꝛe nations 


ww rr eee 


ith pziſoners of lundzy regions 
Entred Rome to his encreace of glozy, 


don ſingulere, 
olen a Conlulere. 


Ir rr 


Co let him vp in wozldly dignities 


of John Bothas 


foꝛ a ſeaſon,but foz che was chaungeable 
Imonge her gyſtes, and great pꝛolperitees, 
She gaue him parte of great aduerſytees: 
And ſpecially the tyme accompted, than 
Twene him ie Scilla whan the werre gan. 


Lucius Scilla abyding in Champapne 
Matius at Rome tho pzeſent, 

Phan the deuyſion gan atwene thẽ twayne 
Eche to other contrary of entent, 
Pelancolous and impacient, 

Pyiche ok both (the ſtoꝛy wel concepued) 

To gouerne, chould loneſt be receyued; 


All ſoda ynly were it right oz wzonge 
Coward Rome takinge his paſſage, 
Jgayne Marius to make him (elte tronge 
Gan ſlee and burne, and of great outrage 
Dylfull, and haſtp, furpous of cozage 

Fo2 lodaine comming and vn ware violence, 
Igayne him found no relyſtence. 


Two mighty batayls he dyd with him lede, 
Entryng the cite gan though ß wal mpne, 
Wytzh one bataile faſt gan him ſpede 

To paſle the gate called Aquplyne, 

That other gate named was Colpne: 

It wholeentring by reco2de of the boke, 
Scilla by ſtrength the capitople toke: 


But whan Marius had knowlegyng 
That Scilla had ſo great power # might, 
Without areſt oz lenger abydyng 

Jn to a marpche, Gapus anonright 

With all his people toke ſodainly his flyght: 
fet out by ſtrength, coude hym nat defende, 
Ocilla after to pꝛilon dyd him ſende. 


Thus the pz0weſle foz a whyle ſlept 

Of Marius lping in pzyſan, | 

Scilla that tyme the capitople kept 
Wherby all Rome ſtode in ſubiection: 

And ok hatred in haſte he ſent down 
Iſturdy chozle to Marius in his dꝛede 
Wyhyle he lay bounde to ſmyte of his heade. 


This chozle wel tompacte of bzaune a bones 
Det of purpoſe Marius foz to oppzelle, 
fo2 his ſtrength oꝛdapned foz the nones: 
To the pꝛilon the chozle gan him faſt dzeſſe 
Where Matius was fettred indiltreſle, 
Fully in purpoſe without moze delay 
To behead him in pzi(on there he lay. 


Leaf.cr! 


Loſing hym firlt lying on his eduche 

And Matius roſe vp lyke a man, 

The choꝛle fear full to mite him oꝛ to touche, 
And Matius full pꝛoudiy tho began 
To entre a place beſide of a woman, 
Founde an aſſe there of aueutute 
Upon whole backe the lee he gan recure 


Towarde Affrike there he fonde paſſage, 

By enpꝛiſoning though he were wext taynt 

Pet there abode ſtyl in his cozage 

Wes woꝛthyneſle, with pzudence mepnt: 
hich in his perſon were nat queynt 

Agapne the malyce to make a countertayle 

Ofpzoude Stilla, the malyre elfte ta ſſaple. 


Df Jtaple rode though the countre; 
Toke his vopage thzough Rome tou, n 
Wyth four batapls entred the cyte, 
Sire hundzed knightes by computacion 
Slane in the kelde as made is mencion: 
Where men may ſe, who lyſte loke aferre 
What domage diuyſion dothe in werre. 


Firſt by the manhode of this Marius 
In this diuyſion the ſtoꝛy who lyſt rede. 
The great Conſull called Octauius 
Loſte his head and his lyfe in dede, 

V pon a pole while it dyd blede: 

Was cruelly pzeſented of entent 


Befoze the iudges, ſytting in tugement; 


Ok whole death ſome of them were fapne, 
Some ſozy of loue as they were bounde, 
Ind in this werre Merula was flayne 
Pꝛieſt in the temple,lyke as it is founde, 
Ok Jupiter, with many moztal wounde : 
The romapne ſlayne 5ᷣ called was Craſſus, 
With fyze conſumed was pꝛoude Catullug, 


All his enemyes Marius dydencombze 


ere aſſented witha ful greatnonibze 
n their auiſe foz to haue put himdoun, 
Take from him his dominacion: 


| Were agayne him by conſpyzacion 


But he abode the turment and the choures, 


Strong to codempne al his colpyzacours 


Dire times afo2ne reherſed here 
Ok condicion though he were diſpytous, 
He was cholſen ſo oft conlulere | 
Tyll foztune gan were enuyous | 
yne this layd cruell 1 
* Wk *. 


Co grutche agayne his hatefull tyzanny, 


In this time the tozy maketh mynde 
Damalippus a Pzctoz ofthe toun 

Frendly to Marius a helpyng as J fynde, 
Under a hadowe of deception 

Unto their cite fo2 to do treaſon, 

Caulyng four Romayns come in fere 
Tofoze Marius a certayne day tapete. 


And their names to put in memozp 
Scuola, Carto, and Domicius, 

The fourth of them as layth the Cozy 

Called in Rome the wyſe Antiſt ius, 
Together aſlembled tofoze Marius: 

He of rancour agayne iudgement oz lawe, 
Made the be ſlapn, a thzough the cite dzaWwe, 


Their bodies after were in Tybꝛe ca(t 

By cruelte of the ſayde Marius, 

All this while the cruell werte lalt 

Twene him and Scilla, tyl duke Cõpaneus 
Came to the party hardy and diſpitous 

To helpe Scilla their baners firſt diſplayed, 
Whecof all Rome was ſodaynly affrayed, 


At the gate that called was Collatyne 
Marius and Scilla had a great bataple, 
Four (coze thouſand the numbze to termyne 
On Marius lide llapne, it is no fayle: 
OHcilla victozious with marcial apparayle 
Entring the towne agayne his othe parde, 
The thouſand citezins ſlew of that cite. 


Ok folke diſarmed and naked in the towne 
They nouther ſpared olde noz yonge of age, 
The cruell murdzcrs walkynge vp d downe 
By Scilla ſent in that moztall rage: 

| Tyll Catullus a pzynce fall in age 

Sapde vnto Scilla we can no difference 
Twene rebellion noz atwene innocence, 


We murder and llee without exception 
Bothe hie and low holdyng no manere, 
Againe all knighthode to myne opinion 

We do pzocede in our conqueſt here, 

Out title is loſt the triumphe to requere 

Ok hie pꝛoweſlſe, whan we tan nat oblerue 
No difference to llee noz to relerue. 


Ind in this while of hatefull cruelte 


Dcilla contriuedletters diffamable, 
Wherby fiue hundzed out of that cite 
Were failly baniched citeztng notable, 


The ſixte boke 


Agayns them he was ſo vntreatable 
All their goodes atcher ed in that rage, 
Of auary te and of falle pyllage. 


Another romapne named M atius 

Bꝛother to Marius of who tofoze I tolde, 
Foz dꝛede of Scilla fled and toke anheus 
Which vnto Gotes was ſet vp foz a folde, 
Founde and rent out in his dayes olde, 
With coꝛdes dꝛaw noreſcue might him laue, 
Ok cruell vengeaunce to Catullus graue. 


Where Scilla made by cruell iudgement 
With a charpe ſwoꝛde fozged fozto byte, 
After time his eyen were out rent 
Bothe at ones his handes of to ſmyte: 
is head ofſmit,no raũſom might hi qupte, 
et on a pole it woulde be none other, 
Ind of dilpight lent vnto hys bzother 


To Marius of whome J ſpake nowe right, 
The great duke lo mighty and ſo huge: 
Which had afoze take him to the flight 

Foz feate ofScilla in that moztal deluge, 
Into a citie to finde there refuge, 

Called Pꝛeneſte ther ſtanding in gret dzede, 
Namely when he behelde his bzothers hede, 


Foꝛaſmuch as he no ſuccour fonde 


Diſpayzcd this was hys purpole, 

Tollee him leite with his owne honde 

In thilke place where he was kept cioſe, 
Dꝛe we out hys (wozde and bp anone he roſe 
Cõſtrained his ſleruaũt in that ſodain aſtrap, 
Smit ok his head the lelle (ame day. 


Men ſay howe death is fyne of all miſchefe, 
Ende of aduecrſite that dothe wzetches tary, 
Foztune here maketh another pzefe 

In Martius howe che her courſe gan vary, 
By an euidence hateful and contrary, 

Co chew her malyce and vngoodlyheed 
Agapne this duke, alas, whan he was deed. 


This froward lady of malyce moſt vẽ geable 
LOhan her lyſt furiouſly to raue, 

And chew her lel ke cruell and vnſtable, 

To none eſtate he lyſt no regarde haue: 
Cauſed Marius to be takeout of his graue 
Bycruell Scilla, in ſtozp it is founde, 

His valy carapne\myt on peeces rounde. 


And after moze to chew hys cruelte 
Marius choulde haue no bur ing e 


Caſt his carayne of cankred enmpte 

Into Tybze there was none other grace: 
Lo thus can foztune foz her folke purchace, 
By whicheerample touchyng Marius, 

Of woꝛldly chaunges Bochas wateth thus. 


MPaketh in this chapter a diſcription 

Firſt what thing is very gentleneſſe, 

To let a pꝛete and a pꝛobacion 

Nothyng attayneth vnto hie nobleneſſe 
But the clere chinyng of vertuous clenneſſe: 
Which may nat ſhew i hie noz low parage, 
But where it groweth out of a pure cozage. 


Wouldly power, oppꝛeſſion, tpꝛannp, 

Erthly treaſure, golde, ſtones noz rycheſſe. 
Be no meanes vnto gentry 

But if vertae rule their hye pꝛoweſle: 

Fo2 where vyces haue entteſſe 

In hie byꝛthe, meane, oꝛ low kynrede, 
Deme no man gentle but onely by his dede. 


In royall places of ſtone # metall wzought 
Wich galaryes oꝛ ſtately cloyſters rounde, 
Gentilneſſe no2 nobleſſe is nat ſought, 
Noz in ſelers noꝛin vautes rounde, 

But onely there wher bertue doth habounde: 
Curpous clothes noꝛ great poſſeſſions 
Maketh nat a man gentle, but condycions, 


Phyloſophers conclude in their entent 

Ind all theſe wozthy famous olde auctours 
No manmay quethe in his teſtament 
Gentilneſſe vato his lucceſſours, 

Of wycked wede come no holſome flours! 


Concluding thus of good men #of chzewes, 


Call eche man gentle after his good the wes. 


Duke Marius of whom Iſpake tofozne 
Ofnaturecthe ſtozp beareth wytneſſe) 

Is bydiſcent pooze and nedy bozne, 

By diſpoſycyon of cozagyous nobleſſe 

Had in his perſõ wyt, drength, # hardyneſſe: 
Under all this there dyd his herte myne 

I wozme of auarycehis woꝛzchyp to decline. 


What vayleth plenty, $ neuer may ſuſlyſet 
Oz what the flode that ſtauncheth no thurſt 
Oz what an appetyte which euer doth arple 
Alwap to eate, and euer to eate hath luſt: 

Ok cankred hungre lo fretyng is the ruſt 
That the riuer of Tantalus in his rage 


Ok gredy etyheg the fret may nat allwage. - 


of John Bochas ' 


Of Marius pe haue herd the ende 

Dis woful fall and his vahappy caas, 

In to fate, howe he dyd wende: 
Nowe wpl J folow myne aucto2 Bochas, 
Howe onto him thze Cleopatras 

Dith loke downe caſt, wokull face chere, 
Ill atones dyd to him apper e. 


The fyꝛſt of them by pꝛoceſſe of waiting 
Had thꝛe huſbandes, Bochas doth expꝛeſſe, 
Wedded in youth to Iliſaundze thekyng, 
Called zebenna a pꝛince of great noble ſle: 
After that foꝛ her great fayzcneſſe, 

She wedded was vnto Demetrias, 

And laſt ot ali to kyng Antpochus. 


Ok her thzee huſbandes wokul auenture, 
Ind of her ſonnes great vnkyndneſſe 
Bochas afoze hath done his bulp cure 
Curyouſly the maner to expꝛeſſe, 

Which to reherce agapne were pdelne ſſe. 
Syth all the pꝛoceſſe here tofoʒe is founde, 
Ol the firſt, and eke of the lecounde 


Which wedded was to kyng Tholome 
Lyke as afoze eke made is mencion, 
Bothe of their iope and their aduerſyte, 
The firſt layne by dzinkyng of poy(on, 
Ind the ſeconde to her confuſion 

By Euergetes were che wo oz fayne, 
Was with her chylde lerued p was ſlayne. 


The thyꝛde wedded was to kyng Criſpug 
Slapyne in a temple by full great outrage, 
Foz dꝛede and chame gan wer: furious 
To ſaue her ſelfe knewe none auauntage, 
Saue che enbꝛated of Jupiter an pmage: 
In the tozy as here tofoze is founde, 

Oz che was dead ſuffred many a wounde 


& Che. iii. Chapter. 


z hoe king Mithzidate bode. bii. pere in 
wyldernes, had great turmentes bothe on 
lea and lande. by his blode bꝛoughte to 
vttraunce, lewe him lelte with 
a ſwozde, 


——— — 


yl palle ouer thele Cleopatras 
the 
Fozth pzocede to the haſty fate 
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w. li. Upon 


The ſixte boke. 


Upon the duke called Mithzidate, 

Firſt reherce the great vnkyndlpe hate 
Of them tyat were his tutours as J rede, 
Him to deſtroy by allent ot his kynrede. 


Which of purpoſe dyd hys death pꝛouide 

By many vncouth traunge occalion, _ 
In his tender youth firſt they made him ride 
Upon an hozſe wylder than a lyon, 

Ot purpole onely toz his diſtruction: 

But al be ſo that he was yonge of age, 

The hoꝛle he ruled in all his molt rage · 


Nat of doctrine but euen of nature 

He was oiſpoſed connyngly to ryde, 

Muer him the mayſtrp to recure 

Maugre the hozle of wyt he was his gyde: 
What way he toke fozwarde oz aſyde 

He daunted him, p where ſo euer he rode 
Bzid!cd him and on his backe he bode, 


His owne kyn and his next alyes 

Moſt laboured to bꝛyng hym to milcheke 
With venomous dzynke, ſet on hym elppes 
At good leyſer as doth a couerte thefe, 

Ot their fell poyſon foz to make a pꝛete, 

Jn theic entent this is well couthe, 

Him to murder in hys tender pouthe. 


But whan þ he apperceyued their treaſon, 
To laue him lelfe made great oꝛdinauuce, 
none as he gan haue ſulſpection 

Of thepꝛ vnkindly hatefull puruepaunce, 
Foz remedies made theuiſaunce: 

Was pꝛouided their malyte to decline 

By many notable pzoued medicine, 


Ind their malyte pꝛudently to eſchue 

Is remembzed whyle he was yonge of age, 
With certayne frendes which Þ dyd hym ſue 
He diſpoſed of cuſtome hys cozage 

To hunt and chaſe beaſtes moſt ſauage: 
Under that colour he dyd it foz a wple, 
Ferre fro his countre tabſent him foz a whyle 


Ok one cozage,one heart. and one chere 
Suffred manly,toke none heupneſſe, 

In delertes (pace of ſeuen pere 

Amonge hye hylles bode in wplderneſſe, 
Set in Alia,the ſtoꝛy beareth witneſſe: 
Founde no lodgyng traſyng the countrees, 
Saue in tauernes, æ great holowe trees. 


The boke remembzeth how that his diet 


Were beaſtes wylde enchaſed w great might 
Fled ydieneiſe elchewed all quiete, 

And lytle llepe ſutiiſed hun at nygyt: 

By exertiſe his body was made lyght 
There was nouther, whan hym lyſt purſue, 
Harte noz hynde p myght his hande eichue, 


He nouther dzad tygers noꝛ lyons, 

He was ſo ſwilte, tho they dyd hym aſſapyle: 
Lyke of ſtrength to olde champions 

No woyylde beaſt of great noꝛ (male entayle 
(Telcape his hande might not countreuaple: 
It ye were ware,early outher late, 


So great ſwiftneſſe had this Mithzidate. 


Amonge he had in armes cxercyſe, 
Amonge to tournay and ren on hozſebacke, 
All diiicate fare he dyd alſo diſpyſe 

Of gredy excelle in him there was no lacke: 
A nighter tyme his ſlepe full oft he bzake 
Stoundmeale the houres foz to marke, 


In the daunyng role vp oz thelarke, 


The ſpace accompliſhed fully of ſeuen pere 
He is repayzed home to hys countre, 

She wed hym ſelfe of manhode and of chert 
Full like a knight, his ſtozy who lyſt ſe; 
Wyerot his enemies aſtonied be, 

Caught of hys coming in hert a maner dzede 
Suppolyng atoꝛe that he was dede. 


In whole abſence his wypfeLeodyces 
Concepued a childecas made is mencion) 
Foz the diffame ſhoulde nat come in pzees 
Hun foꝛ to murder the ſought occaſion, 
Fully in put pole to llee hym by poplon: 

Of which detautes her lozde was nat fapne; 
Knowing the trouth made her tobe llayne, 


Toke on him after many knightly dede 
Firlt toconquere all Paflagonye 

By the helpe of wozthy Nychomede 
That tyme called kyng of Bithinpe, 


Logyther aſſured to be ot one alye: 


In loſſe oz lutte foztune to be theyz gyde 
And therto (wozne neuer to deupde. 


To Mithzidate Legates were downe ſent 
Fro the Romain. dim lowly requiryng 
That he woulde lyke to their entent, 
mor anpe reſtoze totheir kyng, 

had wonne the eite aſlaplyng: 
But he lyſt nat aduertiſe their pꝛapere, 


Noz 
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ao: on no parties their requeſtes here. 


2c dꝛed nat their thꝛetes noz manates, 
date pꝛoudly after the lande of Galathye 
10 his conqueſt wan many other places, 
capadoce toke to hys partye, 

lew their kyng ok hatred and enupe, 
iarectes a full manly man, 


nd in this wyle his conqueſt he began. 


i (odaynly he gan fall at debate, 
thought he wolde warrep hym in dede 
£ccauſe that he pompous and elate 
n Capadoce toke on hym theſtate 

0 reygne as kyng agayns his entent, 
de nouther being ofcounſaylenoz aſſent, 


tt Aychomede oz they gan debate 

Wad longe afoze to his owne encrees 

he (uſter wedded of p Mithzidate, 

Chan they as bzethzen lyued in reſt @ pees: 
Ind che alſo w as called Leodices, 
Wauyng two ſonnes boꝛne foꝛ to ſuctede 
iter dilceale of the ſayde Hychomede. 


ind by pzoceſſe theſe lapde childzen twayne 

jn Capadoce by helpe of Mithzidate, 
laxined a tytle iuſtly foz toattapne 

Unto the crowne, their father died but late: 

j02 which they gan kelly to debate, 

l Mithzidate fallly gan contriue 

gtwo neuewes vngoodly todepziue, 


ill Capadoce he toke into hys hande, 

15 0wne lonne he hath crowned kyng, 
apadoctens by aſſent of al the lande 

dan dilobey of purpoſe his woꝛkyng: 

dan the Romains conſidzed all thys thyng 

ittaberzanes in haſt they ſent doun 

ayne Mithzidate to kepe that region. 


che lonne of who frd the they haue refuſed, 
ut of their kyngdome gan him to enchace, 
IQ they ſpte their fraunchyſe was abuſed 
dle a fozaine occupie that place: 

»Ith:idate gan newly them manace, 

id tokk with him to luſtayne his partye 
graneg the kyng of Armenpe. 


Nabarzanes that was fro Rome ſent 
dCapadoce , to helpe them and counſaple, 
| Pithzidate knowpng the entente 


ewe he came downe pzoudly hym taſſayle , 


gayn thaſſuracice twene him & Nichomede Ju ſoztilege,and in ſozcerye, 
And with all theſe hedyd hys buſycure 
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With Tygranes, ſet in the firſt batayle: 
Of Capadoce that al the reg ian 


Was bꝛougyt that day to they: ſubiect ion: 
Thus Mithzidatehaupng his entent 


n ſchoꝛt time countreps conqueryng, 
as mightieſt pzince of all the ozient, 
Ind in tho dayeSone the greateſt kyng: - 
And as it is remembzed by wzityng 

He delyted moſt in aſtronompe, 


Foz tolerne vncouth concluſyons, 

Ind lecretes ſought out by nature, | 
Knewe the langages of diuers regions, 
Ok two and twenty ſundzy nacionsg: 

And helde women many moꝛe than one, 
Loued Yipſycrata aboue them euerychone, 


To the Romains this manly Mithzidate 
As bokes olde recozde of hym and lap ne, 
Upon a dap of very cruell hate 

Thzough all Aſya he bad that eche Romapne 
Shoulde of his men mercileſle be ſlapne: 

T wenty thoulande he flewe eke ou a dap 
Of Romain marchites,durſt no mi (ay nay, 


To him he dzewe diuers nacions 

To encreace his party by puiſſaunte, 
Aymbzoig, Gallois, with other regions, 
Boſtozuois toke to his altaunce, 

With ſtraũge people made his acquaintaſice? 
Where that euer he rode nye oz ferre 

With them of Rome foz to holde werre. 


In Grece alſo he gate manye an ple, 


Au Cyclades to his ſubiection, 
Conquered lo that within a whyle 

Ok Athenes he gate the famous toun: 
But when Romains knewe his entencion 
(They ſent Scilla in a furious hete 

With Mithzidate in Grece foz to mete, 


Archelaus which that was conſtable 
Leading the hoſt ofkyng MWithzidate, 
Gan agayne Scilla truſtynge he was able, 
Maugre the Romeins with him to debate: 
As they met in their furious hate, 

Belide Oꝛzthonia ot Grece a great to one, 
Ok Archelaus þ party was bzought downe. 


There gan Scilla tobe victozious 
Gapyne Mithzidate, and by 17 violence 
| iii. Gate 


Gate al Epheſie a kyngdome ful famous, 
Rode though Alye,foundenoreliſtence: 

By his knigythode and manly pzouidence 
Capadoce, and Bithinpe eke allo 

To Romain handes he gate them bothe two. 


When Mithꝛidate perceyued hath this thinge 
How the coqueſt of Scilla toke encrees, 
Anone he caſt without longe tatipnge 

Foz a tyme with him to haue a pees, 

Of hie wildome he was nat retcheles 

To diſſimule tyll he founde time and ſpace 
In doable foztune to finde better grace, 


Abode his tyme.kept hym ſelfe cloſe, 
Cyll he founde lapſet lyke hys opinion, 

In this while of auenture aroſe 

Within Rome a great diſcencion, 

Twene two Conlules being in that toun: 
Which to appeaſe by hys auctozite, 
Scilla came vpagapne to the cite. 


When Mithzidate his abſence dyd eſpy, 
To his purpole founde opoztunite, 
Gadzed people and with his chiualry 

AI liege lapde vnto Cpʒite the cite 

Ok all Aſpe moſte of auctozite: 

Tyll Lutullus a myghty Conſulere 
Tobzeke the liege appꝛoche gan full nere. 


Mithꝛidate had on fue captapns 

(T ofo2e the towne made a dilcomfiture, 
Ol hie diſpyte he had to Romapns: 

But Lucullus the damages to recure, 

To enclole his enemies dyd hys buſy cure, 
To his mpnours gaue anone in charge 
About the ſiege to make a diche full large. 


They within had knowledgyng 

By certapi tokens of all thepz gouernaunce, 
Whervpon th?p made no taripng 

To caſt a wap foz their delpuetaunce: 
Mithzidate ſeyng their ozdinaunce 

Ot hie pꝛudence to eſcape away beſyde, 

Aud at the liege lyſt no lenger abyde, 


Lucullus then the myghtp Conluler 
Purſued after, ſlew of hys meyne 

Such a multitud2 that IJſopus the rpuer 
Was made with blode lyke the reed ſe, 

w winde & tempeſt fozdziuen allo was he: 
And when he ſaw no luccour in the lande, 
To chyp he went w ſtrong and mighty hand. 


The lixte boke 


Phat chall men call it, influence oz fate: 


He founde foztune truell aduerſaty 

On lande and ſe this wozthy Michzidate, 
And Neptunus made the lee contrary 
Fgapns him his pupſſaunce to abate: 


So (odaynliy a pzynce of hye renowne 
Fro hyenobleſle to be plounged downe, 


Foz any miſchefe he kept ape one viſage 
This Withzidate,and lothe was foz to pie 
Oz foz to bowe, ſo ſtronge was hys cozage: 
But efte agayne goth with hys chiualry 
Towarde Adꝛaſtus an hyll of Irmenp, 
Where as Pompey beſet hym enupzon, 
Sent fro Rome to his diltruction, 


Mithꝛidate makyng his lodgyng place 
Under that hyll, when it dzew to nyght 
The troubly heuen w thiidzing gan mana 
The firy leuyn dyzked hath hys ipght, 

The cloudy mone eclipſed of her lyght 

Iſtonied hym by bnware violence, 
That he ſtode confuſe of all pꝛoupdence. 


He was by tempeſt and bnware derkeneſſe 
Almoſt made wery of hys wofull lpfe, 
pet I fpnde of very kpndneſſe 
Yipſicrata whiche that was hys wyfe, 
Nouther foz werre no2 no moztall ſtryte 
Left him neucr,diſguyſed of byſage 
Folowed him araped as a page, 


Pet in hys moſt moꝛtall heupneſſe 
Whan cloudy foztune gan him moſt manac 
Ok his cozage the naturall quickeneſſe 
Appaled nat, noz temeued from his place, 
So hie pzowelle dyd hys heart enbzace; 
Nat diſpapꝛed foz no ſodapne fall, 

Ok condicion he was ſo marciall, 


In token wherof he ſtandpng at miſchefe 
Chaunged nouther chere noz countenauuc, 
In euidence and a full great pzefe 

Of manly fozce andheartelp aſſuraunce, 
Defipng foztune with all her varyaunce, 
YOhan that he founde to hys diſtruction 
Ot diſpapꝛe greateſt occaſion, 


With hym he had a baylifeas J fyade 
Called Caſtoz, whiche of condicion 

Was to his loꝛde falſe and eke vnzynde, er 
Ind conſpired agayne him falſe treaſon: IU 
In token wherof vp to Kometoun FF 
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ke a theke,he ſent them in hoſtage, 


ne of his ſonnes hemurd2ed by treaſon, 
ich Pithzidate toke ful ſoze at herte, 

znother ſonne as made is mencion 

falle to his father, which whi he did aduerte 
he vnkyndneſſe made him loze ſmerte; 

{1 of all vyces Goztly to conclude, 

of of al is hatefull ingratitude. 


hisſame childe of whom J make mynde 
alled Þharnax, whych agayne nature 
his father traytour and vakynde, 
nd his purpole agapne hym to recure, 
n al haſt dyd his buſy cure 
#1, to accomplyſhe his purpole in party, 
::we to him hole his fathers chyualtp. 


zy leight a mede wha he was made (trong, 
belle ged his father rounde aboute, 

into nature me ſemeth he dyd wzong 

do put his father in ſo great a dout; 

yadneſſe was ferre ſhyt wythout, 

yan the ſonne wyth hate ſet a fyze, 

1capne his father falſly dyd conſppꝛe. 


[7th multitude his father was conſtrapned 
Paugre hys myght in to a toure to flee, 
bys lonne vakpnde hath at him diſoatned, 
id yet foꝛ al his ſtraunge aduerlite 

this coꝛage the magna nimite 
his perſon ode hole, lyſt not vary 
chougy foztune was to hym contrarys 


ju myne auctour Bocas beareth recoꝛde 
Chat Mithzpdate ik it would haue be, 
qu ed his ſonne to be at accozd, 

ad let alpbe al oide contrariouſte: 

ut he uvnkpnde indurate was parde, 
fuer frowarde, malycious of cozage, 

do diſpoled from his tendze age, 


do that the kyng Mithzpdate alas, 

Tas ouercome by vnkpndeneſſe, 

That neuet afoze in no maner caas 

Lode diſmayed: but of hye pzoweſle 

yt ape one face all paſſions to repꝛeſſe, 
vertue fozce by martial doctrine 

in none aduerlite (uffred hym declyne. 


ende of his werres a his moztall ſtt pues 
Ofhis debates and diltencions, 

ys concubines, bis daughters, a hys wines 
by meane onelp of certayne pocions 


| 


Slewethem al, dy dzinkynge of poyſons: 
Foz he not woulde,thecauſe todyſcriue, 
Itter his death they Qoulde byde on lyue. 


Hys owne death of moztall fell rygour 
Compaſſed afoze thus he gan deuyſe, 

ade a french knyght p was a ſoudiour 
th a ſharpe ſwoꝛde in ful cruel wyſe 

To renhim thzough, wherby the fraũchpſe 
Conlerued was, his purpoſe to fulfyl 

He woulde not dye but by his owne wyll. 


Lo here the ende of kyng Mithzidate, 

Let punces all of his deth take hede 

Howe recheleſlp ye paſſed in to fate, 

And by aſſent made his herte blede: 

And Bochas here who lyſt hys boke fo rede 
Playnly reherſynge but in wozdes fewe, 

To wozldely pzinces doth his cocepte ewe. 


- 


CLenuoye, 


Pghty pzynces lyfte vp your cozrages 

— heauen doo poure hertes 
zelle, 

Ot your memozy turne bp the byſages 

Wher toy is euer.peace.,conco2de,* gladneſſe, 

True armonpe, a celeſtiall \wetnes: 

Counterpapyle in your reinembzaunce 

LOozIdiy chaunges, foztunes variaunce, 


Iduertile the moztal fell outrages 

Df blody wertes impoſlible to rep2es, 
Whple faiſe enuy wyth his furious rages 
Jaſondzy realmes hath ſo great entres, 
Slaughter murdze, deuiſion, falſenes 
Which conſcience haue bzought to vttratice 
Thzough loden chaunge of wozidly variaũce 


Reken bp pꝛintes that (ate hye on ſtages 
What was the fyne of their royall noble(ſex 
Oz of tirauntes reken bp the blody wages? 
Sodaine (laughter guerdoned their wode- 
Mithzidate can beare hereof wytnes, nes: 
By blode vnkynde bzought vnto vttraũce, 
Though ſoden change of wozidly variaunce, 


zpnces remembze bpon the ous e 


Saturne ruled ß wozlde in t abr 
Next Jupiter foz peoples ausũtage (nes, 
The lilueren woꝛlde conſerued in clennes, 
Which Mars hath nowe turned to feines, 
Made it teelen w (woade dagger #launce, 
w.itit, Though 


The ſite boke. 
Thꝛough loden chadge of wdzldly variatice, And koꝛ the matter is hateful and contrary, 


On his ſtozy J wyll no lenger tary, 
Of Mithzidate regeſtte the byages, 
Coulpired poyſons taffray his pꝛoweſſe, . «[he,b.Chapter, 
On land and lee tempeſtious paſſages, 
By coſtraynt bode. vii.yere in wil derneſſe, CHowe Herodes kyng of Parthops werrs 


Ok his wandzynge payſe the vaſykernes, wyth Komains, whych after his lonne 
Dys ende mpſchefe,kneweno auoydaunce and heyze was ſlayne , made hyg 
Gayn wozidly chaũge noz foztties vat iaũce. ba ſtarde ſonne kynge Þ anon 

| after ſle we his father. 


It neglygece haue bzought you in rerages 
b4t=4c5-f ys Towarde God, oz he reken in ſtreyghtnelle PMR 
re 24:45 Let teaſon medle foz you to lay hollages J parpole my style to tranſpozt, 
„  Compallyon,mercy,partynge ok almeſſe, A full olde pzince,had in hig liuing 
3 Towarde heuen to ſuppozt pour febleneſſe, Sonnes twapne botzes ſo repozte, 
„WD han your merites hal paile in balaunce Which in his age dyd him moſt comfozte; 
Ot woꝛldly chaũges x foztunes bariaunce, Mithzidate was the eldeſt bzother, 


: And Herodes called was that other, 
905 Deth ſpareth nother hye noz lowe lynages, 
„ Haue mynde heron foz any recheleſnes, Mithꝛidate by reaſon of hys age, 
=; it > Tranſitozp be here pour pylgrimages Yys father dead dyd after him ſuccede, 
ert Set with bzigats vnwarely you toppꝛeſſe: Which baniſhed was foz tiranny # outrage, 
= But of pzudence by great auyſeneſſe, Akter warde foz miſchefe and foz nede | 
2 Wyth pzouydence pꝛelerue pour puyſſaunce, In to Babylon he tske his flyght foz dzede: 
Gapn wozldly chaũge & foztunes variaunce, The people anone after his partyng 
Ok Indignacion made hys bother kynge, 


| H The.iiii.chapter. 
| Thus came Herodes to eſtate royal, 
z Howe Eucratydes kynge of Sythie was Purlued hys bꝛother in to Babilon, 
ſlapne by Demetrius, and after his Lapde a ſiege rounde aboute the wall, 
carayne caſt to houndes. They to him pelded vp the toun: 


Ext in 02dze to Bochas dyd apere Thus was hys bꝛother bzought to cofuſion 
Ha wotul pzince that put hym lelfe in Atoze the caſtell wythout ienger date, 


"J 222208, ö Made \{myte of the head of Mithzidate, 
Kaeignyng in Sithia, his ſtoꝛy doth 
vs lere, | In Parthois after he toke poſſeſſion, 
The name of whom was Eutratides: Thus pong Herodes of volũte and pzide | 
But to diſturbe his quiet and his pees Gan a werte agapne them of Rome toun, 
Agapne him plainly as I fynde hom to wſtande they lyſt not longe abyde 


Came Demetryus,Þ myghty kyng of Inde. The coſull Craſſus cam down to they (pde 
Cõmaũded was ſhozt pꝛoceſſe foz to make 


Of whom the power and the byolence TowardPÞarthois hs voiage foz to take, 
To Eutratides was very impoztable, 
Belieged firſt, and foꝛ lacke of defence Craſſus lyſt not to entre in that teme 


Take at miſchefe, his fone not mercyable Left Parthois the tozy dothe deuple, 
Foz Demetrius was on hym lo vengeable, Tode his waye towarde Jeruſalem 
Whan he was ſlayne win hisowne boũdes, To take there a (olempne empzyle, 
Made the carapne be caſt out to p houndes , Jn the temple, onelp of couetiſe, 

5 | Toke there agapne the tytle of ryghtwyſaes 
Not wythltandinge he was a wozthy kynge Up al their treaſour & their great ryches, 
Boꝛne of hyeblode (uch was his auenture, | 
Demetrius ſonne aboue al erthly thynge By which he gate in diuers regions 
Yated hym, by recoꝛde of Scripture, Great multitude to hold vp his party, 
Of rancoure denped hys ſepulture: Led wyth hym eleuenlegyons; 
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CTowarde Parthois faſt gan him hre: 

By hys letters pꝛoudiy gan dety 

Che (ayd Herodes, wyth great appataple. 
Myd his countre pzofred hun battaple. 


The next moꝛowe wha Craſſus toke þ felde, 
To him was bzought of blacke a cote armure 
Which whan his knightes auiſedly beheld 
Dempt it a token of diſcomfiture., 

Foz in contrary Romayns do their cure 
Whan their capitaine ſhal fighte oz be hed, 
His cote armur is outher white oz red. 


Another token frowarde to beholde, 

The kyzʒſt Egle beate in his banere 

Alſo ſoone as men dyd it vnfold, 
Contrarioufly he tourned loke and chere, 
The back to Craſſus folke ſawe ß ſtode nere: 
I pzonoſtyke to Romapns ful certaine | 
Howe foztune to them was that dape againe, 


By the tud paſſinge of Eufrates, 

w vawaretempeſtes hys ſtanderdes echone 
In to the rpuer were caſt amonge the pzces, 
Toreken them all vpryght ſtode not one: 
Wyerofaſtoynedthey wold no further gone , 
Theſe pzonoſtykes made them ſo afrayed 
Lyke men in hert diſpaired and dilated, 


Ot thele tokens Craſſus was recheles 

The pzonoſtpkes allo he dyd dyſpyle, 

Toke vpon him to paſſe Eufrates 

To entre Patthoys onelp foz couetile: 

To whom Herodes ſendeth in thys wyſe 
That hys commynge was moze foz pyllage 
Than foz knyghthode,manhode,oz cozage. 


Al the power of Parthoys tho tame downe 
With many Paefecte a men of great courage, 
Agayne Craſſus # them of Rome towne, 
Wyich as J tolde abode on their pyllage, 
That turned after to their great domage: 
The ſonne of Craſſug llapne in that fray, 
His father take, aud al.bpon a daye, 


His head ſmyt ot, in whom was no defence, 
But diſconfpted wyth many a legion, 

Che heade of Craſlus bꝛought to the pzeſence 
Ok Herodes within his royal toun, 

Ihych hath comaunded golde to be bzoughte 
Co be molte there as he lap dead, ou 
Ind to powze thereof full hys head, 


This thinge was dons foz a mockery, - | 


© LReaf.exlifi.. 


In ſigne onely(the ſtoꝛpe doth deuyſe) 
That golde noꝛ treatout vpon no party 
Staunche myght his thzult of couetyſe: 
Suche gredines eche man (ould diſpyſe; 
Foz auaryce of cuſtome in eche place 

Ot hye pzowes doth the pꝛile difface; 


Herodes after dyd ſerche all the wardes 
Th2ough al the felde vpon Craſſus ſyde, 
(Toke the penons, daners, a ſtandardes, 
And in his tempels large, longe, and wyde 
Let hange them vp of ſurquedy and pꝛide, 
In ſigne onely and eke foz a memozy 


| He of Romains hath get the victozy. 


With whiche he lylt not onely be content 
Wenyng his foztune Goulde abyde ſtable, 
In to Surry he hath bys ſonne let 
Called Pachozus,made him a conſtable 
Of that region, with him to be partable 
Ok al trealours and mouables þ ye founde 
Whereuer he rode thzoughout al lond. 


This Pachoꝛus by hys chyualry 
Encreaſe gan in his tendze age, 

Wherof Herodes his father had enuy 
Fearful it choulde tourne to his domage, 
Leſt he would by tytle of heritage 
Maugre hun at hys agayne commynge, 
(Take vpon him of Parthoys to be king, 


Than Pachozus was called home agayne 
Out of Surrpe, where in concluſton 

Al that he had wꝛought was in vayne, 
Bycaule one Caſſius fro Rome was come 
Slewe al the people in the region (doun, 
Whych appertapued to Pachozus,as J find, 
Without capitaine foz they were left behynde. 


To withſtande this Romayne Caſſius 
Herodes hath his ſonne (ent agapne, 
Whbych anone after, the ſtozy telleth thus, 
Ampd the felde vahappely wag layne: *. - 
To truſt foztune it is a thynge but vayne, . 
Whiche ofcultometo day is fayonrable . .. 
And to mozowe gerylhly chai 


of Pachopus eth whan tht yoile tes 
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Saue thurty baſtardes bozne of concubines, 


Thus Herodes was calt in great ſickenes, 
Vys lonnes deth was to hym impoztable, 
Yys woꝛldly toy was gon # his gladnes: 
Foꝛtune cotrary which neuer can be ſtable, 
Age fyl on, hys lyfe was not durable, 

And of one thyng moſt he dyd hym dzede 
Caule he had none helre to luccede, 


Whyche woulde not ſuffre him lyue in peeg, 
Tyll at the laſt he caught a fantaſy 

Chaſe a baltarde called Pharacteg, 
Bycaule he was famous inchyualry, 
Gaue hun the crowne and the regaly, 
Which anone after bꝛeuelp toconclude 
Slewe Herodes of ingratitude, 


The. vi Chapiter. 


«Howe F imbia a Conſull 
of Rome ſlewe 
hun ſelfe 


Fter to Bothas by pꝛoceſſe of this boke 
Foure myghty pꝛinces notable of eſtate 
Towardehun thei caſt chere c loke 

XL yke vato folke that were infoztanate, 

Wich whom foztune had ben at debate: 

F 02 by their maner, as it ſempt wele, 

They were at milchiefe fall fro her whele, 


Full Fymbziag romapne conſulere 

Sent by the romapns to a great cite 

Called Richomede, came as a mellangere 

Id helpe Flaccus ſlapne by great aduerlite, 
As he entre b in to that countre: 

After whoſe dethe his party to auaunce 

Of Flatcuß me pur toke the gopernaunce 
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Dyſpay2ed, fozſake of euery maner wyght, 
To llee hym leite, the Nozyetelieth thus, 
Wpthin the temple of Elculapius. 


The.vii.chapter, 


¶ Ot Aldinius that was flayne 
with ſtones. 


A Rother Conſull ſtoode in caſe lembla⸗ 


In 1150 tyme called Flbinius, 

Whole haieful pzide was abhominable 
To al folkes lothſome andodious, 
Whiche lyke a rebel wode and furiduß 
Agapne Komayns okter than ones 

Whan he leit wende, ſlapne was w tones, 


The, biii.chaptet. 


How Adꝛiane bozne of lowe degre falſly v- 
(urped to be kyng of Rome ,whyche w 
(ſlate 
Mi cam Fdztan which role to hie e⸗ 
Choſen # (ent by the whole Senate 
To gouerne of Iffrike the countre: 
Toke vpon him by ſubtel falſe wozkynge, 
Maugre Koinayns ther to be crowned king 
Das a great numbze of the comonte 
Of chozles gadꝛed, a confuſe multitude, 
Gentlemen than beyng in that countre 
All ofafſent and one opinion. 
At Utices a large great cyte, 
Hym and his churleg beſet rounde aboute, 
In copas wiſe cloſed him without: 
Gadzed with him of vpl guns a great tout, 
Echone conſumed in to ach es deade. 
Che. ix.chapter. 
toueted, al ko wet, a died in pouerte. 
Idzian came Sinthonius 


his chozles was after bent, 
Fyꝛſt in Rome,bozne of lowe degre 
Where of hys owne pompous auctozite, 
Whom to ſupport, oztly to conclude, 
Title was none noꝛ grounde but volunte: 
Aſſembled them to his diſtruction. 
Ot woode and fagot with large quantite 
Layd on fyze that with l ames rede 
Howe Sinthonins kinge of Trace d much 
ofoze Bocas w teres ſpꝛeint his * 


Is the ſtozy reherſeth vnto vs | The ri Chapiter. 
In hys tyme he was kynge of Trate, 
Fal ſodainly from foztunes grace ¶ Howe after many great conqueſtcs of 
Caſt downe lowe from his eſtate royal, Duke Pompeyegreat war te began 
Which came to Bochas to complayne his fal. bytwene hym and Julpus, in 

| | whiche thze hidzed thouſad 
Whole purpoſe was, if it woulde haue be, were ſlaine, # at the laſt 
Seuen realmes to haue coquered w his had, the head of Popeye 
That were lubget to Rome the cytte, (mytten ol. 


And all ſeuen were of gretzes lande: 

Who al coueteth pe al vnderſtande 

He al foꝛgothe, ful wel affyzme J dare, 
At vnlet houre wherok eche man beware. 


== Dys Pompeius of whom the name 
is couth, 
DO e and wozthy # famous of pꝛo⸗ 
ä 'welle 
Toke vpõ hem in his tendze youth 
Long oz his conqueſt was bzought to a pꝛefe After his father by foztunate dureſſe, 


From her whele foztune caſt hym doun. Called Popeye,the ſtozy beareth wytneſſe, 

The pzetoz Dectugs bzought him to miſchiefe, Diſtreſſed was by ſodaine deth,commynge . 

Dyed in pouerte as made is mencion: As layeth þ ſtoꝛy thzough thiidze a lyghtning. 

Ind Bochas here maketh a digreſſion | 

Compendiouſly within a lytell (pace, His hoſt dyſtroyed by the violence 

To dilcriue the region of Trace, Of vnware tempeſt, lyke as ſaith the boke, 

Fourty thouſand ſlapne tn that peſtilence, 

The. x Chapter, Foz feare the remenaunt the kelde fozſoke, 


Til yonge Põpepe of cozage on him toke 
C Here Bochas in partye maketh adyſ- In his beginning pzoudely to pzocede, 
cripcion ofthe kyngdome of Trace, Ful lyke a knygyt his fathers yoſt to lede. 
and paſleth ouer iyghtiye vn⸗ | 
to the accõplychment of Rome that tyme by theyz dyſcencions 
his boke, Among them ſelfe, nye bꝛought to rupne, 
By the frowarde falſe diuyſions | 
"== Race whylom a countre of greate Twene Marius a Süla bzefely to termine, 
| fame Tyl that a new ſonne gan toyne 
And contayneth a ful large ſpace, Ok wozthynes, which Gad his light 
And of Tyzas it toke fyʒũ Þþ name, In manly Pompeye the famous knyght. 
Son of Japhet,and ſo was called Trace 
Whyche many a daye dwelled in that place This (ayde Pompeye thys knyghtly man 
Towarde Septemtrion, plenteous of good At his begynnyng thzough hys chyualrye 
Belyde Dynoe the large famous ftode, The pꝛoude captapne flough whan he began 
Whych of Parius helde vp the party, 
Southward Trace renneth the flode Tgee, Called Bzutus, which in Lombardy 
Mace done ſtandeth in the Decydent, Was by Popey thzugh knightly gouernaũce, 
And the kyng dome called Pꝛopontide With al hys hoſt bzought to miſchaunce. 
Stant in Trace to warde the Ozpent, | 
Where great plente of blod was ſhed a ſpente In hys begynning Pompey eke alſo 
Whan Sencius thzough his hye pzoweſle To (et Romapnes in reſt a quiete, 


— 


I KyngAdaan there manly dyd oppzeſle, One that was called Gneus Carbo 


He ſlew him knyghtly whan he did him mete, 


Ebzus in Trace is the chekecitie hych in Cicple pꝛaudly helds his ſete: 

Is mpne auctour maketh mencion, And all the tounttes about him enuyzon 
I caſt not long to tarp, but in bꝛeuite Pompey made thẽ ſubiect to Rome toun. 
To make of Trace a diſcripcion, 6 3! | 

And to pꝛotede in my tranſlacion | Ifter al this Pompeyus on the (ee 


After mpne auctoz, which wzyteth a log peo⸗ Wyth many a hyp Ruffed with vytaile 


Ok great Pompepe # his wozthynes, (ces Towarde Ackrike made a great armee, 1 
N 


The ſixte bone. 


And there in haſt alter his atridaile 

With Domicius had a great battaple: 
Bꝛought the coãtre thzoughe his hye renoun 
To be to Rome vader ſubiection. 


he purſued the great mpghty kynge 

Called Jettha, to Marius honozable, 

And had allo hys royall abydynge 

n um io a countre full notable: 

gaine Pompey hys power was not able, 
Fo: at a Caſtel as they met in fyght 

He ewe kynge Jertha lyke-a mily knyght. 


Thus in bzefe tyme holdyng his paſſage, 

Fo: comon pzofyte,as made is mencion, 

By hys wiledome and knightly hye cozage 
B20ught al Affrike to fubtection, 
Which ode afoze in rebellion | 
To the Komayns:but all their ſturdines 
The ſayd Pompey dyd in haſte redzeſle, 


The greateſt enemy agapne Rome toun 
Thylke dapes was one Dertouus, 

Ind of foztine, whych is nowe vp now doun 
On Pompepe ones was victo2tous: 

But after ſoone of hym it happed thug, 
Among his meyny fallynge at debate 

He flayne was in hys molt hye eſtate, 


After the deth ofthys Sertozius 

Came Pozpenna Pompepe to aſlaple, 
Ind as they mette anone Pompetus 

Ful lyke a knyght ſlewe him in battaile: 
Vuhich victozy greatly dyd auaple 

To the Romains, after by gouernaunce 
He bzought Spapne to their obepſaunce. 


By auctozite gyue by the Senate 
This Noble Pompeye foz vaple of the cite 
Upon the ſea would (uffer no Ppyzate, 
Where euet he came fro hym they dyd flee: 
Foz wyth his <yppes he ſcoured ſo the ſee 
And bare hym there (o maly with hys hande, 
That maugre the he bzought the to the land, 


Il the pyzates and theſe falle robbours 
Igadzed out were of the region, 

Called S plla, whych lyke to rauinours 
Made agayne Rome a conſpiracion, 
Robbed and ſpoyled laplyng vp and doun 
Romapyne marchites,# people of ech countre, 
That none was lo hatdy to paſſe by the lee. 


After Pompey had made the ſee to obep 


That Pyzate none durſt theron abyde, 

He by the Senate was leut out to warrep 
Towarde thozient,his knightes bp his ſyde: 
And where loeuer that he dyd abyde 


Mie auctour wziteth by influence ofheaue, 


His conqueſt was lwifte as fyze o2 leuin. 


And to the encreaſe ot his eternal glozye 
Perpetually to get hym a name, 

Yys laude and tenome to put inmemozye, 
He buylded a cite in Alia of great fame, 
Called Hichopolp, Bochas ſapeth the lame: 
Twente two flodes, that one Iraxaſeg 

And that other was called Eukrates. 


He buylded this cite onely of entent 

That Romayne knyghtesÞ were fall in age, 
And ſuch as were in the wat res (peut 
Shoulde ot cuſtome haue their herbergage 
(Thys was the cuſtome and vlage 

In that citealway,and not fayle) 
Beddyng and clothes ſpendyng # bytayle, 


Pompeye after rode in to Armeny 

Rebellto Rome, where Tigranes was king, 
Fought w him there, a thzough his chyualry 
Diſconfyted hym, there was none abidynge: 
LOyere Tigranes hym ſelfe lubm yttynge 
Unto Pompepe, wyth euerp circumſt aunce 
Euer to abyde vader hys obeplaunce. 


Than in al haſte Pompey gan hym hye 

To tyde to Aſia, where lyke a manly knyght 
He gate the kyngdome called Flbanye, 
Whpych toke his name who ſo loke aryght 
Ok whytnes,foz every maner wyght 

That there is bozne by recozde of wzitynge, 
White as ſnowe hath his heer chynyng. 


(There ben houndes marueilous of nature 

Foz taſſaile bulles and lyons, 

No wylde beaſt may agayne themendure 

So Pompeye by many regions 

Rode th:ugh Irmeny with hys champions: 
re growen herbes p map neuer faynt 

What euer colour man lyſt wyth thẽ paynt. 


Conquered realmes aboute in euery cooſt, 
Ok Hiberie he gate the region, 100 
0 


And Irſaces the kynge wyth al hys 
Diſconfited,as made is mencion, 

With his power to Surry he came doun⸗ 
Than to Fenice a kyngdome of great fame, 
Whyche of Fenix whylome toke his name. 
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3:0ught al theſe countrees to ſubieccion, 
Of Sidonye, the myghty ſtrong cyte 

Of Itur ie, he tokepolleſſyon, 

Thigh Iraby,he came downe to Inde, 
Whyche ol Jewes was ſometime the coũtre: 
Of Libanus he paſſed the mountaine 

Where Ceders growe as authours ſapne. 


Sent tofoze him entring in that realme 


One Gabinius a myghty ſtronge conſtable, 


Reignyng that tyme in Jeruſalem 
Ariſtobolus a pꝛince ful notable: | 
And fo2 the temple was ſtrong # pꝛegnable. 
Lapde a ſiege about in bꝛed and length 
Space ofthe monthes, gate it ſo by ſtrength 


Chꝛee. M. Jewes vnder þ wall were founde 
Dead at the aſſaut, whych made reliſtence, 
The wal after beaten downe to grounde: 
Pompey than by ſturdy violence 

Is entred in, without reuerence 

Sancta lanctoꝛum men that place call 
Made by Hyꝛzcanus hyeſt pꝛeiſt of all, 


The great byſhoppe Iriſtobolus 
Sent to Rome in myghty cheynes botide, 
Towarde Septetrion J fynde wzyttea thus 
Gate.bit.kingdos with citees walled roude, 
Rebel to Rome, he dyd them confounde 
Wyth myghty werde, gate all the countre 
Fro Caucaſus downe to the reed ſee. 


In his conqueſt it lempt verily 

As the goddes had done theyz cure, 

And that foꝛtune was wyth them eke buſy; 
This mighty Pompey pꝛince of Afſure 
What euer hym liſt by conqueſt to tecure, 
In Spayne he gate whan they were rebels 
Thie,C.cytees and. lx.ſtronge caſtels. 


Harde to remembꝛe his conqueſtes echone, 
A the pzoweſles of thys knyghtiy man, 
Towarde the partie of Septentrion 

I thoulande caſtels J fynde that he wan, 
Sire hundꝛed mo fro tyme that be began 
Eight and thirty citees out ot dout 

With mighty walles cloſed rounde aboute. 


Peyſe his dedes his conqueſtes marciall, 
Thʒiſe C onſul choſe foz his encrees, 
Rede peſhall fynde howehe was egall 
To Alylandze, oz to Hercules, 

Where that euer he put hym (elfe in pꝛees 
Al came to hande,concludyng(ye mape (8) 


Leaf.crivt 
To commen pꝛokite of Rome the cyte. 


His marctal dedes to put in remembꝛaunte 
One was chole todo his diligence, 

To enacte his conqueſtes in ſubſtaunce, 
Ind his knighthode to linguler excellence, 


And Trifanes famous of eloquence 


Illigned was vnto that labour, 
Toke his guerdon ofthe common treaſour, 


Pompey of Rome was chefegouernour, 
Ceſar abſente in G aule a far countre, 

Which time Pompey ſtode in great fauour 
Both of Foztune and Rome the citye, 
Somwhat made blynde ofhys pꝛolperite: 
Purpoſyng in his clymbing not ſtable 

He would haue none ß were to hym ſeblable. 


Unto purpoſe was lapd ful yoze agone, 
Howe that loue,nouther hye lozd@yppe, 
(P:cfe hath bene made in many mo than one) 
Nouther of the would haue no felow@yppe, 
Eche by his own would hys partie kepe 

In theſe two caſes bzother vnto bzother 
Fayleth at a poynt eche wyll put out other; 


To Pompey reſoztynge nowe agayne 

He toke on him al the gouernaile 

Of ß Romains,as pe haue herde me ſayne; 
Both ok eſtates, commons; and pozayle; 
And foꝛ his parte al that myght auaile 

In makinge lawes, ſtatutes, oz decre 

Il vpengroled by hys aucthozitie. 


Folke this while which that had enup 
Towarde Ceſarin his long abſence, 
Let make a lawe by conſpiracy 

Inda ſtatute concluding in ſentence 
Without except ion fauoure oz reuerencs 
No man ſhould by wil of the Senate, 
In his abſence be choſe to none eſtate, 


No! be admitted by no pꝛocuratoure 
To haue aucthozite of dignite oz office, 
Jncourt of Tribune noz of Senatoure 
To be pꝛomoted, this was theyꝛ aduice 
Wer he neuer ſo manly noz ſo wile, 
This lawe oꝛdained by folke enuious 
Fo: hyndzing onel p ot Ceſar Julius. 


Whan Julius kne we their falſe wozking; 
Fro Gaulelent vp to the cite 
Al the Senate requiring by wzytyng, 
(To graunt him by their e ; 

41. 


Ok 


Of triumphe the notable dignite, 
To haue allo the offyce and eſtate 
Callcd in Rome the ſecond Conſulate, 


Fo: hym allegyng many a great byctozye 
Ja diuers countrees done oz the cite, 
Manp conqueſtes notableot memozye 
Wꝛought by the knyghthode of his equite: 
Nequiringe them guerdoned foz to be. 
But contrary vnto his entent | 
They denied him al by one allent, 


Which was chefe grounde rote # occaſion 
That bꝛought in tyzſt the controuerlpe, 
Ciuil diſcozdeS,and frowarde deuilion, 
Whan euveryman dough to hys partie 

Ok olde hatered to kyndel newe enuy, 
Cauſing pꝛinces Julius and Pomey 

To thep2 contucion eche other to warrep. 


The triumphe denied to Ceſar 

Fraude of Pöpey made him therof fayle, 

Of whole vilceite Julius was ware , | 
Made him redy wyth many a ſtrong battaile, 
Palled ouer the Tipes of Itaple, 

Fully in purpoſe playnelp it he might 

With the Romains and Popep fox co fight. 


Thus gan the warres atwene theſe pꝛinces 
Pdpey choſe foz parue ofthe toun (t wayne, 
To be their duke and captapne ſouerapne 
Agapyne Ceſar as made is mencion: 

And thus alas the deſolacion 

Sued of the cite by many a ſtrange ligne, 
With vncouth tokss whan thep gan maligne, 


At the ginnyng of theſe wokul warres 

In the heuyn were lene dzedfal lightes, 
Sparclyng bzodes.comets bncouth ſtarreg, 
Flame of tyze, wmany feartulliyghtes, 
Lykelampes bzening al the longe nightes: 
Caſtynge of (peres and dartes in the aire, 
LOherby Romapns fyl in great diſpapze. 


From the partyeof Septentrion 

Towarde Nome came full great lyghtninge, 
At noone lene ſtatres, lyke blode the ſon hon, 
The Mone eclypſed terrible in hewyng, 
The mount Ethna fearfully bzenuyng 
From hy? cauernes caſt vp flames rede 
Toward Itaile, whych let thẽ in great dzede 


But of Caribdes a danger in the ſee 
Wawes terrible bopled vp lykeblode, 


The ſixte boke 


From the rockes that in Cicile be 

Was herd houitng of hoũdes that were wode: 
Uelta the goddelle in Rome where the code 
M pd her teple, was al wyth teares ſpꝛeynt, 
Whi the heaelp fyzes were aloze her queint. 


Akoꝛe the goddeſſe at the auter pzinctple 
Das fire perpetuall bzennyng day a nyght, 
Tyl warres ciuple hateful and terrible 

Gan am6g Romapns tn the cotagious fights 
Than of vengeaũce anon was queit þ lyght 
Tokoze Ueſta, the fpꝛe partynge on twayne 
Ok diuiſion a token ful certayne, 


Erthe quaues ſodayne and terrible 
Oucrtourned caſtels vp ſo doune, 

Wyth flodes rage, hydous and hoxible 
Neptunus dyd greatdiſtruction, 

D20wned vyllageſt and many a manſion, 
Keuerled in temples of golde al their veſſels, 
Thzewe doun baners, ſtaͤder des, and penſels 


Gapne theſe lygnes was founde none areſt, 
The vn warte milche fe coude no maͤ declyne, 
Lyons # wolues came doun fro the fozeſt 
Wyth many other beaſtes ſauagyne; 
Wylde beaſtes,and ſer pentes of raupne 
Came to the cite, and ſome agap ne kynde 
Spake as do men in Bochasas J fynde, 


Dpuers foules which of their nature 

Haue in cuſtome to ſlpe but a nyght, 

Afoze theſe warres yd hem ſelfe aſſure 
At midday,whan Phebus is moſt bꝛyght, 
Though their cite foꝛ to take their tyght: 
Women with chylde (the ſt oꝛy Iyſtnot fayn) 
Bzought tozth ſome that had hea des twaine. 


Totfoze theſe warres that called were ciuple, 
Senatours beyng in Rome tovon 

Came to the woman that called was Sibile, 
Unioher made tips queſtion, 

To declare by Gozt concluſion 

Among their other queſtions al, | 

Ok their cite what foztune oulDebefall, 


To whom che gaue an anſwere full obſcure 
Wyerupon Ge made them ſoze mule, 

Toke them lixe letters ſet in playne ſcripture, 
Which in no wyle they myght not refuſe; 

Fo falſe rightes that they dyd vſe 

Lyke the thze letters tvoyſe (et in numbꝛe 
Who Underſtadeth they chall p toun encobze. 


The 


. > 2 4. &t. 


of John Bochas 


Chꝛe R R N fyꝛit che ſet on arowe 
Ind thze F F in oꝛder faſt by, 

Long tyme after oz they toude knowe 
The expolicton thereof openly, 

(Cyl their diuinours gan ſerche ſubtelly 
Co fynde out lyke to their entent, 

By the ſire letters what Sibyle ment, 


Of this wozde regnum the fyꝛſt letter ig N 
So is the capitall of Rome the citye, 

Wyo loketh a ryght the thirde is not ferre, 
This wozde ruet gynneth woyth K parde, 
Ok whiche wozdes whan they topned be 
The ſentence concludeth in meanyng 

Ok their cite the ruinous fallynge 


Couchyng thze FF who can aduertiſe, 
Of this woade Ferro F goth tofozne, 

And the chefe letter of Fame to deuyſe 

Js F alto, the pzoceſſe wel foꝛthe bozne 

The (ame of x1ima by whyche p towne was 
Of which reaſons make a coniũction, (lozne: 


I Cauſyngof Rome finall diſtruttion. 


Fyꝛe, ſwerd, a hunger cauſed by the warreg, 
Deſye of clypmbyng,frowarde ambicion 
Shewepag ofcometes,# vncouth ſterres 
With pꝛonoſtikes of their deſcrecion, 

Wozſt of al wilfal deuiſion, 

Among them lelfe by vnware byolence, 

Of letters ſyxe accompliſhed the ſentence, 


The ſwerde of Ceſar werres of Pompey, 
Twene theſe twayne laſtyng a great whyle, 
Made many a Romayne and Italien to dep 
By the battayls that called were Ciuple: 
With pzophecies remembzed of Sibile 

Is the wꝛityng ful wel reherce can, 
Of the olde Poete that called was Lucan, 


In Martes temple on heith where he ode 
And Bellona thegoddes diſpitous, _ 

The pzeeſtes cried ⁊ offred vp their blode, 
With lamentacion lyke folke furious, 

Cauſe oftokens fel and contrarious - 

Whych that were chewed in that ſentuary, 
how their gods to Romains were cotrarye, 


Among deade bones that lay in their graues 
Were voyces herd lyke woodmen in their ra⸗ 
Crye ol goſtes in tauernes a in caues (ges, 
Herde in feldes, pathes and paſſages, 
Labozers ted home to their vyllages: 
Derpentes and adders ſcaled ſpluer bzyghte 


Leaf.cxlvit. 
Were ouer Rome [ene lying al the nyght. 


Another token pitoug foz to here 
Which aſtonied many a pzoude Romayne, 
Dead bodies dyd in the feldes appere 
Whiche in battayle had afoze de flayne; - 
Fro their tombes riſyng where they lapne? 
LObhirhe in the warres wofull and diſpirvis 
Were llapne by Sylla # pzoude Marius. 


It was eke tolde by their dininours 
Howe Pompepus was lyke to haue a fall, 
Ind howe theſtate of Romapne Emperours 
With they; triumphes that be imperiall 

At Julius fyꝛſt nowe begyn hall; 

Ind after him theſtate al fozth pzoceds 
By election ozin Linial kinrede. 


To withſtande the power of Ceſar . 

Which towarde Rome toke hys waye ryght 
Popey was ſent, wile, manly a ryghte ware, 
But whan he herde tel of the myght 

Ok Julius, he toke hym to flyght: 

Eke all the Senatours wyth hym dyd flee, 
Towarde Eppze, in Grete a ſtronge cite, 


Pompey was holde famous in chiualry, 
Ceſar but pong and hardy foz taſſayle, 

Upon the plaines of Grece and Theſſaly 
Pompey and he had a great battaile, . 
Gapne Julius ſwerde no Romaine might as 
C6ftrained of fozee þ felde to fozſake (uaile, 
Toward Egipt they haue the way take, 


Popey though Cipze came to Tholome , 
By a great water at Paphus dyd ariue, 
On the ſtronde therehedydſe _ 

A ſtately plate, and vp he went bliue, 
The name of which plainly to dilcriue' 


Cacobaſyle the countre dyd it cal, 


Df whych name the koztune is thus fal. 


The name tokeneth of frowarde ariuaile; 
Sownyng in great, vnhappy auenture, 

By which the truſt of Pompey dyd fayle; 
Fyl in diſpeyze and myght it not recure: 

Foꝛſoke that ple a dyd hys buſye cure, 
To take a chyppe lo by the (ee (ayling 
Towarde Egipt, where Tholome was king. 


Ot truſt he fledde to this Tholome 
In hope he choulde tynde in hym ſocour,, 
Fayze chere hewed vnder duplicite a vl 


Fapled at the poynt,gaue 1 * lau 
Ne 


Flbe Pompey by his frendly labour 
Crowned hym kyng in Egipt as J iynde, 
To whome agayne he was falſe d vnkynde. 


To mete Pompey he let ſtuffe a barge 

By a maner pꝛetence of frendlyhede , 

Gaue his meyny that were therein charge 

To murdꝛe Popey, behight the gret mede, 

Tweyne there were Þ bare to him haterede , 
And in the veſſel with charpe lwerdes whet, 

Oz he was ware of his head they met. 


That one ot them was called Achylag 

And his felowe named was Fot yne 

Toke vp the head of that pzince alas, 
Famous in knighthode bozne of gentell line: 
Among Komatns, as authours determine, 
Holde in hys tyme, ik men do hym ryght, 
Though al the wozlde one the beſt knyght. 


Thus erthly pzinces Wal their popus fame 
Which ouer the wozld yeueth lo gret a ſoun, 
Ol ſlauter and murdze they tote firſte their 
By falſe rauyn and extozcion: (name, 
Clambe ſo vp fyꝛũ to dominacion, 

Bꝛenyng ofcountreis conqueſt by bpolence, 
Set them in chatres of wozldly excellence 


In this bataple that called was ciuile, 
Holde atwene Pompey # Ceſar Julius, 
The hundꝛed. M. lane within a whyle, 
The thoulande take the ſtozy telleth thus: 
Without pꝛinces not able and glozious 

As kynges and pzetours reckned al atoneg, 
Tribunes,Conluls,and Centuriones , 


Phebus on ß ſoil might not his bemes ſpꝛed, 
Noꝛ on the groũde ſhewe out his clere lyght, 
Men that were ſlayne lape ſo thicke on bzede 
That of the earth no man had a ſyght, 
YOolues,beares,# rauinous foules of flight 
Came great plente to fede there eche dap 


Belyde the ryuer of Nile where they lap. 


Gobbets of fleche whych foules dyd arace 
Fro dead bodies bozne bp in the ayze, 

Fyl fro the clawes vpon Julius face 
Ampdde the felde,where he had repaire, 
Made his vilage blody and not fapze: 

Albe that he to his encrees of glozpe, 

Had thylke dap of Romayns the vyctoꝛpe. 


The head of P6pey bzought W his ſtately rig 
Olle ed vp to Julyus hye pꝛelence 


The ſirte boke. 


He by compaſſyon the murdꝛe aduertiſyng 
Ok his innate umperyal excellence 

Braſt out to wepe, and in his aduertence 
Thought it pyte a pzice of ſogreat myght, 
Syuld ſo be ſlapn, ö was lo good a knight, 


The coꝛʒle abode without a lepulture 

Tyll one Codrus of compaſſyon 

Itfter the batayle and diſcontyture, 
Belought bym of great affection 

To hyde the trunke lowe in the laͤdes doun, 
Sought tymbze a there he fonde but (mall, 


To do exequies with fyzcs funerall. 


Nowe ſith thys pꝛinte came to luche milchef, 
Murdꝛed x ſlayne by Tholome the kyng, 
Here ot her power foztune hath made a pzefe 
What truſt there is in any wozldly thynge: 
After his deth wanted he not buryengz 
This pꝛoude P6pey (o famus of his hande, 
Ok kyche deuoured as he lap on quicſande, 


What Gall men ſet by power oꝛ nobleſſex 
Ok llyding goodes,02 any wozldly glozye 
Which to reltrayne map be no ſyckernes, 
Foztune and the woꝛlde is lo tranlitozp, 
Though Mars to day gyue a man victozye 
ney to moꝛowe vnwarelp he Gal dep, 
take recoꝛde of Ceſar and Pompey, 


Sith al tant bnder daunger of Foztune 

Pe woꝛldly men do pour loke bp dꝛeſſe 

To thilke place where top doth aye cotune, 
The blynde lady hath there none entreſſe: 
Det pꝛide alyde take you to mekeneſſe, 

To lue vertue do truely pour labour 

Gaine al pompe make Popey your myzrour, 


CLenuoy, 


29 tragedy of Duke Pompey 
Declareth in groſſe the chefe occaſion 
Why he and Ceſar gan fyzſt warrey, 
Eche againe other,thzough vayne ambicion 
Co haue lozdchyppe anddominacion 
Duer ß Romains, by fauer, fraude, oz mighte 
Þ olleſſion take, no fozee of wong noz ryght, 


To trouthes partie pꝛide is loth to obep, 
Extoꝛt power doth great did ruction 


Wyſe policpe al out of the wape 
p policy he waye, Pzudent 


of John Bothas 


Pꝛudent eounſaile age with diſcrecton 

Loſt their liberte of kree eleccion, (wyght, 
Who was molt ſtronge with hun helde cucry 
Polleſſion take no fozce of wzonge noz right, 


Such druiſion made many man to dey, 
B2ought the cyte fo delolacion, 

With two pꝛinces foztune lyſi topley, 

Till from her wuele Ge caſt the both doun: 
Subtel dilceit, fraude, and colluſion 

By ambicioas climbinge blent their ſyght, 
Poſſeſſion tage, no fozce of wzonge noz right. 


Noble pzinces remembzewhat J (aye, 
Peyle this ſtoꝛy wythin youre reaſon, 
Of falſe lurmoũung ayarice bearcth the key, 
K ecozde of Ceſar # Pompey of Rome toun: 
Whole wplfull warres q; hateful diſcencion 

Geueth clexe warning toyou # euery wyght, 
No claim? is wozth without title of ryght, 


The. xii.chapter. 


Chowe victoꝛious Julius Ceſar bꝛente the 
veſſels of Tholome,flough Achilas that 
woulde haue murdꝛed hym: and after 
great victozies was mur dzed with 
him ſelte bodkins by Bzutug 

Caſſius. 


A Fter the woful complapnte lamentable 
Ok Pompepes deth, pitous fox to here, 
Wartes remébzed wtreſos impoztable, 
Compaſlled fraudes faced with fapze chere, 
Conſpired murdze.reherſed the manere 

How kinge T holome fraudulent of courage, 
(The dethe conſpiced of Pompey fall in age. 


The p2ocelle tolde J holde it were but vayne 
Thereof to wayte a newe tragedy, 

Thing ones (apde to reherce agayne 

1t were but pdel as foz that partie, 

But howe Celar went out of Theſſaly 
Came to Fliſandze to lodge him in that place, 
I will remeber with luppozte of youre grace, 


He lodged was in the paleys ropall, 
Where he was buſy by diligent labour 
Thzough that region in temples ropal 


Tolpotle goddes, and haue al their treaſour, 


Where he was mocked and founde no fauour; 
Foz Achilas whych that lewe Pompey, 


Leaf.cr1v{i, 
Caſt him with Ceſar pzoudly to warrey. | 


His purpole was to fall vpon Ceſar 

(As of nature was hys condicion 

Fallely to murdꝛe men oz they were ware) 
By lome fleight to ſynde octaſton | 
To diſt roy Jalius by treaſon, - 

And to accomplyche hys purpoſe in party 
Had twenty thoulande inhysrompany, 


This Achilas falle, truel, and dilteyuable, 
Caſt him diſceyue Ceſat it he myght; 
Ok the Egipciens leader and conltable 


Dith the Romapas purpoleth koz to ſyghte: 


But whan Ceſar therof had a tyghte, 
He is diſcended. and faſt by the (ee 
Bzent al the naup ot kynge Tholome, 


Ill the veſſels were d2inen bp wyth a flode 
To great domage of the ſayd Tholome, 
Julius bzent them euyn therc he ſtode 

And a great parte belyde of the cite, 
Ind there was bꝛent. which was great pite, 
The famous lybzary in Egipt of the kyng 
Full. xi.thoulande volumes there lying, 


In which thing Bochas reherſeth in lentence 
Howe Tholome was greatly commendable 
That thzough his buſy royall pꝛouidence 
Made him ſelfe a libzarpe ſo notable: 

Foz to al clerkes in ſtudy that were able 

Ok ſeuen ſciences, the ſtoꝛy bereth mynde, 
Lyke their delire myght bokes fynde. 


After this kyꝛe in Farus the countre 

The Egipciens had a great battaile; 

Wher Ceſar was of great neceſſite 
That day conſtrained whan þ felde can fayle 
Tokea barge from Egypt foz to ſaile: 

But lo great pꝛees folowed at his backe, | 
Almoſt the veſlel was ipke to go to wzacke. 


Ceſar armed with letters in his hande, 

Put his perſon that daye in a venture, 

T wo hundzed paas he manly ſwam to lande, 
Ind conpngly to lande he doth recure, 
Notwithſtandyng his heuy great armure: 
But yet tofoꝛe oꝛ Ceſar toke the ſee 

He in the felde had take Tholome. 


Ind Ichilas the murder of Pompey, 
With al his felowes that were of aſſent, | 
Were lane that daye there went non away: 

| *. li. Many 


Many Egipcien the ſame tyme bzent, 
Ceſar of mercy foz Tholome hath lent 
To Alyſandze, ſeut hym home of newe 
Charging he ould to Komapnes be trew, 


But whan he was deliuered from pꝛilon 

Of Egipciens in Alyſandze the cite 

From euery coaſt gadzcd great toyſon, 
Againe Julius came downe with his mepne: 
But yet foꝛ all hys haſty cruelte 

Such reliſtence Celar gan to make 
Chat. xx. M.that day were ſlapne c take. 


Sirxtie galeys not karre fro the lande 
Twelue. M. men comynge to Tholome 
Echone were peided, and bzought to hande 
Of Julius hys pꝛiſoners to be: 

Than Tholomeus buſied hym to flee 

To the water, where maugre al hys myght 
He dꝛowned was in his haſty flygut. 


He knowen was by his rich habur ion 

Ol golde and ſtele it was entremapled, 

By Ceſar ſent vato the ropall toun, 

Which foz dyſfence was ſtrongly enbattatled 
Buccles of golde richely enamapyled, 

Which tokens anone as they haue (eyne 
Delpeired to Celar (ent ageyae, 


Of thi to Ceſar was made fayth # homage, 
The reaim of Egipt bzought tolubiection, 
Tyl he of grace and merciful cozage 

To Cleopatra gaue allthat regton 
Longyng to her by (ucceſſion, 

By tytel ofryght that tyme # none other 
Becaule onely Tholome was her bzother. 


kyng Lagus whyplom in his teſtament 
Father to Cleopatra and to Tholome, 
To koꝛe his deth by great auiſement 
Clerely enacted his laſt volunte | 
Thathys kingdome Departed ould be, 
Halfe to Tholome as his bequeth was, 
That other halte to quene Cleopatras. 


She by her bꝛother was holde in pꝛiſon 
To kepe her w2ongly from her heritage, 
LYObhereof Ceſar had compaſſion 
Purpoſed him to refozme her domage, 
Ind whyle that he helde there his hoſtage 
Ok equite, of lawe, and of reaſon 

Ok al Egipt gaue her polleſſion, 


Chan came Juba ol Libpe lozde @kyngo 


The ſirte boke 


Sower of ſtrpues and diſcencion, 
Pꝛoude, hype ofpozte ,x cruel! in wozkinge, 
Dyiche in eſpecial had indignacion © 
Unto the wozthy laſt Scipton, 

Cauſe he was choſe lrxke as bokes ſep, 

To luccede next Conſul to Pompey, 


Thys Juba bare to hym great hatrede, 
Sought a quarel againe hym foz a thyng 
Caule that he was cladde in purple wede, 
Foz him allegyng howe onely p clothynge 
No manereltate choulde vſe but a kynge: 
Went fozhym ſelfe ſpttyng in royall trove 
He wold as kyng that colour wearealone, 


Here myne authour maketh adigreſſion 
Puttynge enſample of Ilmapne rhe countre, 
Sapth that there is none other nacion 
Touchyngarray that is ſo dylguy ſe 

In waſte of cloth and ſuperflupte, 
UHehetlyng here in full playne langage 


In many wile ſuch waſt doth great damage. 


It cauleth pꝛide and ambicion 

Igapne the vertue ofhumilite, 

To Lechery it gyueth occaſion 

Which is contrary vnto chaſtite, 
Waſt of array ſette folke in pouerte, 
Cauleth alſo ſuch coſtage ſpent in vayne, 
Ok other pooxe to haue ful great diſdayne, 


Where luper fluite is bled of array 

Ayote fol oweth, pꝛoude poꝛt and pdelneg, 
With waſt of tyme dziue fozth the dap: 

Late dzinkyng, watch, lurfet, a Dzonkenes, 
Engendzeth feuers and many greate erceſle; 
Tyus euery ſurfet englued is to other, 

And one mpyſrule bzyngeth in another. 


God (uffreth wele there be a difference 
Touchynge aray as men ben ot degre, 

Pye cltates that ſtande in excellence 

Muſt be pzeferred of reaſon men mape le, 
As cloth of golde ſtones of pyzre 

Was foꝛ pzices with other frech clothinges, 
But ſpecially purple was foz kyngegs, 


Chus was there ſet ofhyediſcrecion 

Aray accozdyng to pzynces hte nobles, 
Ind foꝛ other eſtateg lower downe 

1. pke their degrees, twene pouert # riches 
In oder kept from ſcarſyte and exces: 

A meane pꝛouided a'wene hie and lowe 


Lyke to hun elle eche man may be . 
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But kyng Juba inſolent and madde 

O fſurquedy caught an opinion 

That none but he in purple Gould be clad, 
Cauſyng debate twene hym and Scipion: 
pet were they partie dothe with Rome toun 
Igayne Ceſar, and dꝛewe towarde Pompep 
F o2 which at myſchefe bothe they dyd der. 


Whan Juba felte him ſelfe of no powere 

A gapne Ceſar to holde champarty, 

Foz (020w he loſt countenaunce and chere 
Ok hie diſdaine and melancoly, 

Called one Peitrin a knight ok his alp: 
Made the by aſſent þ they were bothe faine 
Felly to fight tyll one ot them was ſlayne, 


Igaine nature was this ſtraunge fight, 
Eche to ſlee other and knewe no cauſe why, 
But foꝛ king Juba was an hardy knight 
He llewe his felowe andabode pzoudly, 

And rather chaſe to die wylfully 

Ot hie diſpyte and of pzoude cozage, 

Than vader Cclar to live tn ſeruage, 


Made call a man whome he loued wele 
Gaue vato him golde and great guer don 
To take a ſwerde fozged of tyne ſtele 

And make therofnolengar delacion, 

But he chould foꝛ hozt concluſion 

Take vpon him a haue no feare nos dzede, 
Without tarping to (mite of his heade. 


Thus king Juba rather chaſe to dep 

Than lenger liue in (ubiection 

Under Cefar, he loued (o well Pompep. 
Than next to Bochas as made is mencyon 
Caine Iriſtobolus w face #loke caſt doun, 
Which was to Romeafoze as J haue tolde 
Sent by Pompey to be kept in holde. 


Which after was delyuered from pziſon 

By helpe of Ceſar in full haſty wyſe, 
Standing in hope of his region 

To be reſtozed vnto the fraunchyſe, 

LVoOygere Dyzcanus as ye haue herde the gyle 
Þ:eferred was to his great hindzing, 

By Pompey of Jewes crowned king, 


Whiche Jriſtobolus hopeth to recure 

Caſt meanes there to reigne againe, 
Wzought thereon, dyd his buſy cure, 
Whole haſty laboure was but ſpent i vaine, 
Fyll inthe handes ofa pꝛoude capteine 


LOhich that whilom wag loginge to Pöpep, 


Leaf.crlix. 
And he with poiſon bnwarely made him dey; 
The:xiti. Chapter. 


C Dow the laſt Scipis Conſulere of Rome, 
foz he lyſt nat to liue in ſeruage of 
Julius, rofe hym ſelfe to 
the hearte, 


Ext came the laſt wozthy Scipion 

Whiche after Pompey was made 

| N. Conlulere, | 

Eat DOith whome Juba was at dil⸗ 
cenſion 

Foz wearing purple as was tolde well ere: 

And afterwarde fyl in great feare 

whan Ceſar had within Libpe lande 

Out taped the with ſtrong a mighty hande; 


Wher by Stipion gan fall in diſpeyze, - 
Loſt his chere as inan diſconſolate, _ 
With thze romains gan make his te pepꝛe 
Danlippus, Plectonie and Tozquate, 
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Goyng to chyppe the time infoztunate: 


Towarde Spayne, the tèpeſt gan thẽ dziue; 
That thep in Affrike vnwarely dyd ariue. 


Stipion ſeing this wokullcaſe ſodayne 
Howe he was bzought vnwarly to milcheke, 
Foz Scicius a mighty ſtronge captaine 
Being a Pyꝛate andofthe ſea a thefe 
Whicyeis a name of full great repzefe, 

The lame Pyzate longyng to Ceſare 

Fyll on Scipion oz that he was wares 


Beyng in purpoſe tokehim pziſonere, 
Within his <yppe tofoze his ariuaile, 
Foz which alas dul gan his chere 


His countenaunce appall, and eke faple, 


Ta kynd comkoꝛt no man coude him coſiſaile? 
Pulledout a lwerd whan he might nat ſtert, 
And role hun lelfe euyn to the hert. 


This was thende at laſt of Scipion, 
Leauerhe had at miſchefe ſo to dep 
Than vader Ceſar lpe fettred in pꝛiſon, 
Oꝛ to his lozdthippe in any wyſe obey? 
To Bochas next him came Pompey 
Sonne and heyze to great Pompepus, 
Contrary alſo to Ceſar Julius. 


Had bꝛetherne and ſuſterne mo than one 

And many another of their aliaunce, 

And ofaſſent they caſt them —_— is 
Thei 


Lye \irte bone. 


Their kathers deth hauing in remembzalice, 
Upon Celar to take therot vengeaunce: 

Cke vpon Tholome which by colluſyon 
Slough their father by full kalle trap lon. 


The eldeſt bzother called eke Pompey 
Being in Spaine with ful great apparayle, 
Caſt him ofnewe Ceſar to warrey, 

And his people pꝛoudly to aſſayle: 

And as J fynde there was a great batayle, 
In which Pompey the eldeſt ſon ok thze 
By Julius men conſtrained was to flee. 


De fonde no ſocour noꝛ receit him to laue 

Ok his life he tanding in great d2ede 
Lnowyng no refute fled in to a caue, 
Telcape away knew no better rede, 

Where he was lla ine to Ceſar bzought hys 
Sent fozth in ſcoꝛne anon to Yiſpalee,(hede: 
Which in Spayne is a full great cyte. 


Thus by pꝛoteſſe al holy the kinrede 

Of Pompeius foz Gozt concluſion, 

By Ceſar was and by his men in dede 
LOithout mercy bzought to diſtruction: 
Thus gan enecreas the tame and renoun 
Of Julius conqueſtes,on ſea # eke on land, 
Whole moztal lwerd might no man wſtand, 


Firſt in Libie, Spaine, and eke Jtayle 
Thexperience of his royal puiſlaunce, 

In Germany by many ſtrong bataile, 

His power pꝛeued ofte times in Fraunce, 
Bꝛought all thele kingdoms to 5 obeilaunte 
Ok the romains, pe iſed al this thing and lein 
Touching his guer do his laboz was in vein, 


Toward Nome making his repey2e 

By him appeaced ciuil dilcencions, 

Ok Thꝛone imperial climbing in the ey2e 
Foꝛ the conquelt of. xiii, regions 

Ol the triumphe required the guerdons: 
Wyich to recure his tozce hath applied, 
Albe the Senate his requeſt hath denied, 


And his name mo2e to magnifye, 

To ſhewe the gloꝛy of his hie nobleſſe 

To the Capitole faſt he gan him hie, 

As Emperour his domes there to d2elle; 
That day began with ioy and gladneſle 
The eue nothing accozding w the mozowe, 
Thentring gladde thende care x lozowe. 


— 


Calphurnia whiche that was his wyle 
Had a dꝛeme the lame night betozne, 
Tokpns chewed of the ſame funerall ſtrife 
Howe that her lozde was like to be loʒ ne 
By conſpiracy compaſſed and \ſwozne, 
402 that day without auiſement 

n the Capitole latte in iugement. 


She dꝛemed alas as che lape and ſlept 
That her lozde thzough girt w many a woi 
Lay in her lappe, and che the body kept (de 
Of womanhede like as che was bounde: 
But wo alas to true her dꝛeme was founde, 
The next moꝛowe no lenger made delay 

Ol his periody was hys fatall day, 


A pooꝛe man called Tongilius 

Whiche lecretiy the traiſon did eſpp, 
Let wꝛite a letter, toke it to Julius, 
The caſe declaring of their conſpiracy, 
Which to rede Ceſar lyſt nat apply: 
But wo alas ambicious negligence 
Cauſed his murdze by vn ware violence. 


Ceſar ſitting amydde the conſyſtozie 

In his eſtate moſt impertall, 

After many conqueſtes and victozie 
Foztune awayting to giue hym a fall, 
With bodkpns perlingeas a nall, 

He murdzed was id many a moztal woſid, 
Lo how falſe truſt in wozidly pope is found, 


 CLenuoye, 


| Dzoughe all this booke rede eche 

gk =} tragedy 

| JI H| Afoze reherled and put in remem- 
l bzaunce, 

Js none moze wolull tomy fantaſy 

Than is the fall of Ceſar in ſubſtaunce: 

Which in his hyeſt imper iall puiſſaunce 


Whan he wende haue be moſt glozioug, 
Was murdzed at Rome, by Bzutug Caſſius. 


This marcial pꝛince ridig thzough Löbardp 
Eche countre pelded a bzought ta pbeiſaũce, 
Paſſyng the Alpes rode thzough Germany, 
To lubiection bzought the realme of Frice, 
Gate Bzutes Albion by long continuaũce, 
Twoluſtres paſled, this manly Julius * 
n 
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Ind murdꝛed at Rome by Bꝛutus Caſſius. 


Among the Senat was the confpiracy 
All of aſſent and of one accoꝛdaunce, 

Whole triumphe they pꝛoudelp gan deny 
But maugre them was kept thobſeruaunce, 
His chare of golde with ſtedes ofpleſaunce 
Conueied thzough Rome this pꝛince moſt põ 
The murdze folowig by Bzutus Caſſiug(pus 


Reken his conqueſtes reken his chiualry, 
With a counterpeis of wozldly variaunce, 
Foztunes chaunges foz his purparty 

Wap all togyder caſt them in balaunce 

Set to of Ceſar the miſcheuable chaunce: 
With his periody lodapne and enutous, 
Murdzed at Rome by Bzutus Caſſius. 


Bokes all and Cronicles ſpecifye 

By influence of heuinly puruciaunce, 

Mars and Jupiter their fauour did apply 
With gladaſpectes his nobleſſe to enhaunce, 
Mars gaue him man, Jupiter gouernaunce, 
Among pꝛinces holde one the moſt famoug 
And murdzed at Rome by Bzutus Caſſius. 


Beholde of Xlyſandze the great monarchy 
Which all the wozld had vnder obeyſaunce, 
'The pz2owelle of Hectoz medled with gentry, 
Of Achilles the melancolike vengeaunce, 
Reken of echone the quauering aſſuraunce: 
Among remembzing the fyne of Julius, 
Murdzed at Rome by Bzutus Calſius: 


Pꝛinces con\yd2ein marciall policy 

Js nouther truſt, faithe, no2 affiaunce, 

All ſtande in chaunge w twicling of an epe, 
Up towarde heuin ſet your attendaunce: 
The wozlde vaſure & all wozldly pleſaunce, 
Loꝛdchip abydeth nat recoꝛde on Julius, 
Murdzed at Rome by Bzutug Caſſius, 


Che. xiiii. Chapter, 


- dYowe Octauian ſucceded next, and howe 
the murdꝛers of I ulius died at 
mylchete, 


This noble Pzince , this famoug Em- 


Arn the dethe ofthis manly man, 
peroure, 


His wozthy neuewe called Octanian . 
Toreigne in Rome was next his ſucceſſour, 
Which did his deuoyze by diligent labour 
To punych all thoofnature as heought, 

By rightfull dome p the murdꝛe wꝛought. 


Chefe conſpiratour was Bꝛutus Caſſius 
Which of this murdze made all thozdinaunce, 
Another B2ute ſurnamed Decius | 
Was one alſo conſpyꝛyng the vengeaunte 
Wꝛought on Ceſar,he after ſlaine in France: 
Here me may ſe what coaſtes p men wende, 
How murdze alway requyzeth an yll ende. 


within the ſpace almoſt of thꝛe pere 


Diſtroied were all the conſpiratours 

By ſodaine dethe, a ſome ſtode in daungere 
To be baniched oꝛ expled as traitours: 
And as it is cronicled by aucthours, 
Spate of the pere rekened one by one 
Dyed at myſchefe the murdzers echone. 


To murdꝛe a pzince it is a pitious thing, 
God of his right will take therof begeaunce, 
Namely an Emperour ſo famous in ech thig 
Which all the woꝛld had in gouernaunce: 
Reken his coqueſtes digne of remembꝛaunte 
All peyled in one Bothas beareth wytne ſſe 
In hie eſtate is littell ſykerneſſe. 


F CThe.xv. Chapter. 
Chowe Tullius was two tymes exyled 


and at the laſt layne by Pompi⸗ 


es auctoure here waiteth no longe 


p2ocelle | 
8 24 Julius death complaining but a 
ple, 

To wꝛite of Tully in haſt he gan him dꝛelle 
Compendioullp his life foz to compile, 
Complaining, fyꝛſt ſaith his barayne ſtyle 
Is inſufficient to wzite as men may ſene 
Ol ſo notable a rethoziciene, | 


Lampe and lanterne of Romayne ozafours 
Among them called pzinceof eloquence, 

On Pernalo he gathered vp the flours 

(This rethozicien molt of excellente, 
Whole merytes truely to recompence 
The mules nyne me thought as J toke hede, 
I crovone of laurer ſet vpon das} 


Bochas aſtonied gan in him ſelfe conclude 
os boke,abathed,dull of his cozage, | 
hought his termes g reaſons were to rude 
Ind that he lacked cqnning andlangage 
Wherby he Gould to his auauntage 
Though he labozed wzyting all his liue, 

Of Tullius the merit es to dilct iue. 


Wherot ſuppꝛiled he caught a fantaſy 
Within him lelfe remembzing anonright 
'Though it ſo fall ſomtime a cloudye ſkye 
Be chaſed with wynde afoze the (on bzight, 
Pet in effect it leleth nat his light: 

So Bochas deinpte that his dul wziting 
Eclypled nat of Tullius the Chining, 


With rude langage a man may well repozte 
The laude of triũphs ⁊ coqueſtes maruelus, 
Which thing remembzing gretliy gã contoꝛt 
The herte of Bochas,# to him ſelte ſaid thus 
Two colours (ene that be contrarious 

As white and blacke it map be none other, 
Eche in his kinde ſcheweth moze toz other. 


In Phebus pꝛeſens ſtarres leſe their light, 
Clere at midday appereth nat Lucine, 

The fame of Tulli whilom Gone lo bzight 
unce of fapꝛe ſpeche father of Þ doctrine, 
hole bzight bemes vnto this houre thine: 
Sothly quod Bochas of who wha Jendite 

My hande J fele quaking while J wzite, 


But foꝛ to giue folke octaſion 

Which in rethozike haue moze experience 
Than haue J, and moze inſpection 

In the colours and crafte ofeloquence 
Them texite to dotheir diligence, 

Unto my wꝛiting whan they map attend 
Of compaſſion inp rudeneſle to amende. 


Unto him lelfe hauing this langage 
Bochas to wzite gan his pen dzeſſe, 
Under (uppozte affozced his noge 
Toremembee thexcellent nobleſle 

Df this ozatour, which with the lwetneſſe 
Ok his ditees abzode as they haue chyned, 
Hath this wozlde moſte clerely enlumined. 


This Tullius this (inguler famous man 
Fyꝛſte to remembze of his natiuite 

Boꝛne at Arpinas, a cite of Tuſcan 

Ok blode royal diſeended who lyſt le: 
Grekpche bokes of olde antiquite 


Made of rethozike, & in their vulgar long 


The ſirteboke 


He tranſlated in to the latin tong. 


In tendꝛe pouth his countre he foꝛſoke 
And fro Tulcan his pallage he gan dzeſſe, 
Towarde Rome the right way he toke 
Cntring the citte the renomed nobleſſe 
Hyddein his perlon chewed the bꝛightneſſe 
Of diuers vertues, time while he abode, 
That like the ſon hys fame ſpzede abꝛode. 


Fo2 his vertues made a citezaine 

The good repozte of him ſhone lo clere, 
Like as he had be bozne a romaine 

In their fauour his name was ſo entere: 
Among them choſe foz a Conlulere, 
Agayne the cite time ofhis Conſulate 
Whan Cateline was with them at debate, 


By the pzudence of this Tullius 

And his manhode rekened bothe in fere, 

Cat elina moſt cruel and pꝛous 

Frowarde df pozte,# frowarde of his chere, 
B uly euer to finde out the manere 

Howe he might by any token oz ſigne 
Agapne the citie couertiy maligne, 


Sixe hũdꝛed pere fourſcoze tolde and ning 
Kebened of Rome fro the foundacion 
(This truel tyꝛant this pzoude Cateline 
Made with other a conturacion, 

Againe franchiſes and fredome ofthe toun, 
fit ſt diſcured as bokes tell can 

Jn the parties and boundes of Taſcan 


Che purpoſe holy of this Cateline 


magined on falſe couetyſe, 

as to bzyng Nome vnto ruine, 
And therupon in many ſondzy wiſe 
Found out meanes, and waies gan deuiſe 
To his entent by diligent labour, 
In the cite to gette him great fauour. 


But finally his coniuracion 

Diſcured was by one Quincius, 

Which was afoꝛe falſe vnto the toun 

Told al the taſe vnto Tullius, 

By whoſe pzudence d wozking marueilus 
By helpe of Antony that was his fela we 
The coniuracion was bꝛoken and wdzawe, 


By wytte of Tulli all the toniuratours 
Eſpied were and bought vnto miſchaunce, 
Their names red tofoze the Senatours. 

Ok their kalchead tolde all the — "** 
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Manly oꝛdained thꝛough his purueiaunce 
With al his people as m ade is mencion, 
Catelina departed from the toun 


With Antony the (aid Cateline 

Belyde Piſt oy had a great bataile, 
Slaine in the felde he myght nat decline 
Foꝛ he abode whan the felde gan faple: 
Power ofonelittel may auelle, | 
Namely whan falched ofmalice # of pꝛide 
Againe trouth dare the bzont abyde, 


There was another called Lentulus 

Ok his felowes that named was Fabine, 
Thethird of them eke called Cetegus 

All aſſen ted and\wozne to Cateline 
Strangled in pꝛilon at miſchefe did kyne: 
Caule Tullius did execution 

Tulliane was called the pꝛiſone. 


Thus coude he puniche traitoꝛs of the toun, 
Outrap their enemies ofmanhod & pzudence, 
Called of their cite gouernour & patron 
Sent from aboue to be their defence. 

Their champion moſt digne of reverence, 
Choſe of their goddes their cite foꝛ to gye 
Byptwo pzerogatiues knighthode,# clergy, 


Lyke the ſonne he did them enlumpne 

By hie pzowes of knightly excellence, | 
And thꝛough the woꝛlo his bemes dyd chyne 
Ok his rethoatke and ot his eloquence: 

In whiche he had ſo great experience 

By circũſtauntes that nothyng did lacke, 
He tranſcended Plocius and Gracke, 


Of ozatours it is put in memozye 

This Tullius thꝛough his hie renoun 

Ok all echone the honour and the glozie 
Was giue to him, as made is mencion: 
Durmounted al and in concluſion 

The golden trumpe ofthe houle of Fame 
Though the woz1ld blew abzode his name. 


He knewe lecretes ofphiloſophy, 

Came to Athens to ſcole foz doctrine, 
LOhere he pꝛolited ſogreatly in clergy 

In all ſciences heuenly and diuyne 

That he was called as aucthozs determyne, 
Amonge Romapyns of very due tight, 

Ok eloquence the lanterne and the light. 


Jt is remembzed among ozatours 
Howe Tullius pleted cauſes tvoayne 


Leaf.cii. 


In the roma ine courte afoze the Senatours 
The caule defending by langage ſoucratn 
Of two accuſed againe them that Did playn 
On their defautes,them lauyng fromilchete 
(The court eſcapyng fro dangere & repzele, 


Theſe cauſes twapyne he pleted in latin 
With ſo excellent flonring fayze langage, 
With ſuch reaſons concluded at the fine 
That he by wpledome caught thauauntage 
In his maters, with all the lutpluſage 


That might aueile vato his partie 


What he (aid there coud no man denie. 


Among Grekes at Athens the cite 

So — he was of reputacion, 

So famous holde of auctozite 

To be compared by their opinion 

To the Philoſopher that called was Plats, 
To whole cradell bees dyd abzayde 

And hony ſote they on his lyppes layde, 


J pꝛonoſtike like as bokes tell 
Plato ſhould by famous excellence 

Ok rethoꝛike be very ſours and well, 
Fo: his langage my2rour of eloquence: 
Pet the Grekes recozdenin (ſentence 
Howe Tullius in party and in all, 
Was vnto Plato in rethozike egall. 


Thꝛough his langage this (aid Tullius 
Reconciled by his lote oziſons 

To the loꝛdchyp and grace of Julius 
Pꝛinces and kinges of diners regions, 
(That (uſpecte Rode by accuſaciong: 
Bicauſe they did Julius diſobey 

Wer enclined with romains to Pompey, 


De coude appeaſe by his pzudent langage 
Foikes that ſtode in dilcencion, 

By crafte ye had a (peciall auauntage 
Favour (ynguler in pꝛonunciacion: 

Ju his demenyng great pzudence and realö, 
Foz the pzonounſing ot matters in ſubſtaũce 
His thanke receiueth by chere a countenàes. 


Toa gladde mater longeth a gladde chere, 
Men treat of wyldom w wozdes okladnelle 
Pleintes requpꝛe after the matere 

Greuous oz mozall,a chere ot heuines, 
Lyke as the cauſe outher the pzoces 

Gpyueth occaſion to hinder oz to (pede, 


_ Thedoctrine in Tullius men map rede. 


The 


The name of Tulli was couth in many pla⸗ 
His eloquence in euery lande was ryte, (ce, 
His langage made him ſtand in grace 

And be pzeterred during al his lite, 

Maried he was a had a right fayze wyfe, 
Childzen many,ſ(eruauntes pong and olde 
And as J finde he helde a good houchoulde. 


De Officiis he wꝛote bokes thze, 

De Amicitia J fynde how he wzote one, 

Ok age another notable foz to ſe, 

Ot mozall vertue they treated euerpchone: 
And as Upyncent wꝛote full poze agone 
In his myꝛrour called Hyſtoziall, 

Nombre ok his bokes be there remsbzed all, 


He wꝛote alſo the dꝛeme of Scipion, 

Ok rethozike compiled bokes twapne 
Ind twapne he wzote of diuinacion, 
Ok titell ot land to wꝛite he did his paine, 
A large bote of glozte that is baine, 

De re Publica and he ſaith him lelue 

Mt his ozacions he wrote bokes twelue. 


Ind of his dit ies that called be mozall 

s remembꝛed notably in dede 

n the (aid mpꝛrout Biſtoziall, 
And pet this ſaid Tullius as J rede 
Myd his woꝛzchyps ode alway in dꝛede 
Of foztune., foz in concluſion 
He by enuy was baniched Rome toun, 


Beyng in exile this famous Tullius 

At Campania in Atiue the cite, 
Receiued he was of one Plaucius 

A man that time of great authozite, 
And while that he abode in that countre 
Sleping a night the boke maketh mencion, 
How that he had a wonders viſion, 


He thought thus as he late ſleping 

Ina deſert and great wilderneſle, 

Finding no pathe but to and fro romyng 
Howe he inette cladde in great richeſle 
Gaius Marius, a pꝛince of great nobleſſe, 
Alkpyng Tulli with a ſadde countenaunce 
What was chefe and cauſe of his greuaunte. 


Whan Tullius had him the cauſe tolde 
Ok his diſeaſe and his moztal wo, 
Marius with his hande let on him holde 
To a fergiaunt aſſigned him right tho; 
And in all haſt bad him he Gould go 

To conuep him do his bu ly cure 
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In all haſt poſſyble to his lepulture. 


Where he Gould haue tidinges of plelaunce 
Ok his repepꝛe in to Rome towne, 

Be alleped of his olde greuaunce 

This was thende of his auiſion 

The next mozow as made is mencion 
There was hold to Tullius great aueile 
Tofoze Jupiter in Rome a great counſaple. 


Within the temple buyl ded by Marius, 
The Senatours accoꝛded were certaine 
To reconlile this pzudent Tullius 
Outofyts exile to call him home againe: 
After receiued as loꝛd and ſouerame 

Ok eloquence,by aſſent of the Senate, 
Fully reſtozed vnto his tyzſt eſtate, 


This thinge was don whan p Rome toun 
Das at gretteſt ſtrife twene Ceſar a Popey, 
And foz Tullius dzue him to Caton 

With Pompeius, Ceſar towarrey, 

And of Julius the partie diſobep, 

Out ok Nome Tullius dyde him hie 

Fledde with Pompey in to Theſlalie. 


Ceſar after ofhis freemocion 
LOhan he ſtode hieſt in his glozie, 

Hym teconſyled againe to Rome town, 
Upon Pompey accompliſhed the victozie: 
But Jul ius ſlaine in the conſtſtozte 

By lixty Senatours being of aſſent 
Tullius againe was in to exile (ent, 


And in a cite called Fartman 


Tullius his exile dyd endure, 

Foz Antonius was to him enemy than 
Bycauſe that he percaſe of auenture 
Compiled had an inuectife ſcripture 
Agapne Antonp reherſing all the caag 
Ok his dekautes, and ot Cleopatra. 


Thus ok enup and of moztall haterede 
His deth compalled by Antonius, 

And afterward execute in dede 

By pꝛocuting of one Pompiltus, 

Gate a cõmiſſion, the ſtozte telleth thus 
Ol falſe malice and fozthe auone went he 
In to Gapꝛe of Compapne the cite. 


And by the vertue of his commiſſion 
Taking of Intonp licence and liberte, 
Chefe rethoʒician that euer was in the toun 
Among Romains to wozthpp the _—_— 
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Was llaine, alas, of hate and enmyte 
By Pompilius rote of all talchead, 
Pꝛokering him lelke to lmite of his head, 


Tullius afoꝛe had be his defence 

Fro the galowes and his dethe eke let 

Which had deſerued foz his great oſtence 

To haue ben hanged vpon an hie gybet: 
Who laueth a thefe vohan the rope is knef 
About his necke.as olde clerkes wzite 

With (ome falle turneþ bzibour wil hi quite. 


Lo here the vice of ingratitude | 

By experience bzought fully to a pꝛefe, 
Who in his hert treaſon doth enclude 

Caſt fo2 good wyl to do a man repzefe, 
What is the guerdon foz to ſaue a thetee 
Wyan he is eſcaped loke and ye all kynde, 
Ok his nature euer to be vnbinde. 


This Pompilius traitour moſt odible 

To ſhewe him ſelte kalſe, cruell # vegeable, 
Toward Tully did a thing hozrible, (ble 
YOhan he was dead this bꝛibour moſt culpa 
S mit of his right hãd, to heare abominable, 
With which hande he lerning on him toke 

To wꝛite of vertues many a famous boke. 


The hande, the head, ok noble Tullius 
Wyich cuery man of right ought complaine, 
Were take and bzought by Pompilius 

Upon a ſtake (et vp both twayne, 

There to abide where it did hne oz rayne 
With wynde # weder tyll they were defyed, 
Ju token al fauour was to him denied. 


che. xvi. Chapter 

* A chapiter againe ianglers and dpffa⸗ 
N mers ok rethozike. 
= Ochas complaining in hys ſtudye 

alone 
The death of Tulli and the wofull 
— £1 fall, . | 
Grudging in hert made a pitous mone 
The folke rebuking in eſpeciall 
Which of nature be boyſtoug and rurall, 
And hardy ben foz they no conning haue 
Craft ofrethozike to hindze and depꝛaue. 


Clerkes olde did greatly magnifie 

This noble ſcience that were expert # wle 
Called it parte of philolophy, 

Ind (aid alſo in their pzudent awiſe 

There be thze partes as treſourgof gret pile 
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Compiled in bones and ok olde pꝛouided, 
In to which Philolophie is deuided. 


Che firſt of them talled is Moꝛall 
Which directeth a man to good thewes, 
And the lecond called Natural 

Telleth the kinde of goodmen and chzewes, 
And the thirde racionall wellGewes (fong, 
What men Qal voide and what thing vader- 
Ind tothat partie Rethozike doth belong, 


By Tullius, as authours determine, 
Ok his perſon reher ling in ſubſtaunce 
Traunſlated was tro Greke into Latine 
Craft of rethozike, and foz the abundance 


Ol eloquence ſtuffed with pleſaunce, 


All ozatours remembzed him tofozne 
Was there none like noz after him yet bozne; 


Bochas alſo ſaithe in his ory 

And pꝛeueth wele by reaſon and lentence, 
To an ozatour longeth four thinges, 

Firſt natural wyt, pꝛactike, with ſcience, 
Uertuous life, chefe grounde ofeloquence : 
Ok poꝛte aud maner that he be tretable, 
Thele meanes had, mine auctoz hold hi able. 


In his wꝛiting and in his ſcriptures 

Bochas wele parceiueth it muſt nedes ben 
Howe Þ of right there long fine armures 
To euerp notable rethozicten, 

Sette here in oꝛder who liſt them ſene 
Whiche he calleth reher ſing in ſentence, 

The fine baners longing to eloquence. 


The fyꝛſt ot them called Jnuencion 

By whiche a man dothe in his hert finde 

A (ecrete grounde founded on reaſon 

With circaſtaunces Þ nought be left behinde, 
Fro poynt to poynte impꝛinted in his minde, 
Touching ö matter ß lubſtaunce # the great 
Ok whiche he call notably tentreat. 


Another armure in oꝛder the le tonde 

Ok right is called Diſpoſicion, 

Is of a matter whan the grounde is founde 
That euery thing by iuſt deuiſion 

Be voide of al fozeine digreſſion: 

So dilpoled touching time and ſpace 

Fro (uperftuite kepe his due place. 


The third armure named in lentence 


Js Elocucion with wozdes many oz fewe, 
Matters conueyed by iuſt conuenience 
OS +,1 Dilpo 


Dipoled in oꝛder couenably to ewe: 

Like a caruer that fyꝛʒſt doth fymbze hewe 
Sqware and compaſſe caſt tetures # vylage, 
With caruing tole maketh vpa layze ymage. 


Pꝛonunciacion is the fourth armure 
Neceſſary to euery ozatour, 
In ſuch caſe whan craft vnto natnre 
22. is by diligent labour, 

th elocucion,and that there be fauour 
Jn declaring with euery circumſtaunce, 
Folowing the mater in chere a countenaunce 


An heupy mater requireth an heuy chere, 

To a gladde matter longeth well gladneſſe, 
Man in pꝛonounling mult folow the matere 
Olde oꝛatours can beate herot wytnelle; 

A furious complaint vttred in diſtrelle 

This was ß maner as poetes do diſcriue, 

In his tragedies whan Senet was a liue. 


The fikte armure called Remembzaunce 
With quicke memoꝛie by pꝛouidence to le 

So auilelp to groce vp in ſubſtaunce 

Holy his maters that nought foꝛgoten be, 
Leſt foꝛgettulneſſe derke nat the liberte 

Ok clere repoꝛt, eche thing to haue in mynde, 
That in pzonounſing nothing be le ft behind. 


A foze pꝛouided ſo that foꝛgetfulneſſe 

Be no hindzer to inuencion, 

And in pzoceding no fozeyne rechelelneſle 
Trouble nat the oꝛder of dilpolicion: 

And fo: taccompliche all vp with reaſon 
That pzonounling by clere remembzaunce 
Be well fauoured with chere c countenatice, 


Theſe ſaid thinges be inly neceſſary 

To euery pꝛudent notable ozatour, 

Nat to haſty noꝛ ouerlong to tary 

But to conuey his pꝛoceſſe by meaſure: 

In chere acco2ding ſtant all the tauor, 

Fo: in pzonounſing who lacketh chere oz face 
Of Tullius ſchole ſtandeth far out of grace. 


All erthely beſtes be muet of nature 
Saue onelp man, which hath auauntage 
By a pꝛerogatiue aboue eche creature, 
To vt ter his conceite onely by langage: 
The ſoule by grace repꝛeſſe th all outrage, 
Namely whan reaſon hath the (oueraynte 
To b1idel paſſions of ſenſualite. 


Kinde vnto man hath giuen eloquence 


The ſixte boke. 


A thing conuenable en eſpecial, 

Phan that it is conueied by pzudence 

To taltze ot matters that be natural, 

And lecretes hyd aboue celeſtiall 
Dothentreat of ſonne, mone #ſtarres, 
Thinftaent power (ent of pees and warreg. 


God of all this hath graunted knowleging 
Onely to man by wyledom and reaſon, 
And thzough langage giue to him chewyng 
Outwarde to make declaracion 

Ok the heuenly courſe and ſondzie mocion; 
Dluers chaunges and plainly to diffing 
The reuolucion of the ſpheres nyne, 


Men bylangage chewe out their ententeg, 
The naturall meuing and mutacions, 
Accoꝛde and dilcoꝛde of the four elamenteg, 
Kyndly variaunce of four complexions, 
The generacion and the cozrupcions 

Ok erthely thinges, contrary eche to other, 
Cozrupcion of one engendzing of another, 


This is the power and the pzecellence 
Which is giue to man reaſonable, 

That by langage and by eloquence 

A man is taught in vertue to be ables 
Ok loule eternall of body coꝛrumpable, 
Taught with his tong while he is aline 
Ot his dekautes howe he (hall him chzyue. 


Bochas cke tcileth touching rethozike 
There be two maners,one is of nature 
Lerned in youth which doth one ſpeke lyke 
As he hereth oz lerneth by lcripture: 
Craft of rethozike is giue to no creature 
Saue to man which by great diligence, 
By ſtudy cometh to craft ofeloquence, 


Crafteoflangage and of pzudent-ſpeche 
Cauleth pzechours by ſpyzituall Doctrine 
Uertuouſly the people foz to teche 

Howe they Call liue by mozal diſcipline, 
Langage techeth men to plant wine 
Eukozmeth folke to wozſhyp holy churche, 
(The artificer truely foz to wurche. 


Pet there be ſome þ plainly teche and pꝛeche 

Haue of langage this opinion 

God hath nat moſt regard vnto ſpeche 

But to the heart and to the affection 

Beſt gan guerdon the in warde intencion 

Ok euery man, nat after the viſage 

But like the meuing of their inward - 
0 
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Co our langage is great diuerſite 
Whan men chew thelkect of their mening 
Beit ofioye oz of aduerſite 

Chere foz taccozde therwith in bttring, 
Nowe debonayze ſom while rebuking, 
And in reherſing like chere alway tapp!y 
Be it of rudeneſſe be it of curteſp. 


Ok diſcrecion lette a difference 

In his pꝛonounlinge to perce oz bndermine, 
To dꝛawe the iudge vnto his lentence 

Oz to his purpoſe to make him to encline: 
Se wheder he be melancolike oz benigne, 
Oz his matere be vttred oꝛ vncloled 
Conlider afoze howe that he is diſpoſed, 


pry all this thing by a rcthozicien 

ith other thiges which apperteine of right 
To craft of ſpeche, he mult conceiue and ſene 
Maters of ſabſtaunce # matters 5 be light, 
Dilpole him ſelke tentreate euery wight, 
Like to purpoſe and fine of his matiere, 

As foꝛ the time rethozike dothe require. 


As by enlample myne auctoz dothe recozde 
Men let at warre in hert farre a ſonder 

The rethoꝛicien to make them foz taccozde 
Mult ſeche wapes # meanes here & ponder, 
Gkolde rancour tappciſe p boyſtous thunder 
By wile examples a pzouerbes pertinent 
Tenduce the parties to be of one aſſent, 


Aman alſo that ſtant in heuineſſe 
Diſpeired and diſconſolate, | 

(Che rethozicien muſt do his buſpnelle 
(The grounde conlidꝛed a felt of his eſtate; 
The cauſe ſerched why he ſtant diſſolate, 
Which to refozme by diligent labour 

Js the trueoffice of euerp ozatour, 


Ol rethoziciens whilom that were olde 
The lugred langage a vertuous daliaũce 
By good enſample # pꝛouerbes Þ they tolde 
Wozdes pelible enbeliched with pleſaunce 
Appeſed of tyzantes the great vegeaunce, 
Sette alide their furious lentence 

By vertue onely of pzudent eloquence; 


And contrary plainly to conclude 
Men le all day by clere experience 
Folke bnauiſed, and haſty foles rude 
And bꝛapnleſſe people of wylkull negligence, 
Bycaule they were barraine of eloquence 


Purſued them early and eke late, 
| „Tn, 
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Uttryng their lpeche, as naked men & bare 
Foz lacke ot rethoꝛike their matter to declare. 


By clereexiple,as purple (who taketh hedc) 
Logeth to kinges in ſtozte ye may finde, 
With clothes ofgolde and riche veluet wede 
Fret with Rubies and other ſtones Inde, 
Daphits,emeraudes, peerles of their kynde 
As all theſe thinges appꝛopꝛed be of right 
Plelaunt obtectes to a mannes ſight: 


So the langage of rethoziciens _ 

S a.gladde obiette to mannes audience, 

ith long mel odious of muliciens 
Whiche doth great cofozt to euery pꝛeſence: 
As by example Imphion W long a eloquence 
Buylded the walles of Thebes the cite, 
He had ok rethozike lo great ſubtilite. 


In his langage there was lo gret pleſaunce 
Finding ther by ſo inly great pzofite, 
That all the countre came to his obeyſaunce 
To here him ſpeke they had ſo great delite: 
(The people enupꝛon had ſuch an appetite 

n his perſon in peace and in bataile; 

ere me may le what rethozike doth aueile. 


che. xbii. Chapiter. 


C Howe Sextus warreied againe Tri- 
umuir, and of the death of great Jn- 
tonie and Cleopatras. 


SED e thozder ol Bochas in his 
| e boke 
|| penne in hande as he caſte vp 
= | his eie, 

Tofoze him came pale of chere x loke 

A mighty pzince ſonne vnto Pompeye 
Called Sextus, whiche as bokes (aye 


Delyted hym wyth a greate nauee: 
Lyke a Pyzate to robbe on the ſee. 


To his father contrary inſuche taas, 
Foz euery Pyzate of cuſtome he dyd hate: 
Upon the ſea whole vlage was 

Againſt theim pꝛoudelpe to debate, 


—. 


— — — 


Where 


Where this Sextus to his great repzicte 
Was on the ſea a robbour and a thete. 


The ſclaundzeofhim gan to ſp2ede farre, 
Repozted was in many a farre countre, 
With Triumuir this Sextus gan a war, 
Which is an office and a dignite 

By the Komains compytted vnto thze, 
Notable eſtates, choſe foz chiualry 
Thempire all hole to gouerne and to gye. 


The fyꝛſt of them named Lepidus, 

And the leconde called Octauian 

The third in nombze was Antonius, 
Again which thze Sextus this pꝛoud man 
Of ſurquedy a newe warre began, 

Afoze by Julius foz his rebellion 
Baniched foz euer out of Rome toun. 


Triumuir of politike gouernaunce 

Well auiſed afoze in their reaſons, 
Treating foz peace by notable puruetaunce 
With p2oude Sextus vnder condicions, 
Wzite and enacte in their conuencions, 

But anone after liſt no while tary, 

He to his pzomile was froward # contrary, 


Foz his conuycte outragious falſneſſe, 
And on the ſea foꝛ his robbery 

Bochas of him wꝛiteth no long pꝛoceſſe, 
Hauing dildaine his name to magniſp 
Foꝛ he to vertue liſt nothing applp: 

The different cauſe which is in theſtate 
Atwene knighthode and lite ol a ppꝛate. 


With fugitiue theues and robbours 

And men exiled out of Kome toun, 
Banilhed people. falle conſppꝛatours, 
With other conuicte of murdꝛe and trayſon, 
He toke all (uch vnder pzotection: 

And one Moena a churle of his certaine 
Nt fourty chyppes he made himcapitain, 


The ſaid churle bnwarely tho began 

To folow the nature of his condicion , 
Alied him ſeike with Octauian 

Againe his lozde,of full falle traiſon 

With all his nauy # chyppes hecamedoun, 
Spated nat to mete of very pꝛide 


With Menectratus Þ was on Sextus lide. 
But al io loone as the bataile began 


And the parties togider choulde gone, 


All the veſſelles of Octauian 
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With lodaine tẽpeſt were dzowned echone, 
Belide a caſtell buylec of lime and ſtone | 
Called Nauleton,where pet to gret repzef: 
Sextus fled a was bzought to milcheke, 


Went in to Grete to make him ſtrong agein 
To holde a batayle with Antonius 

Take in his cõ ming by ſtrength of a capitcin 
Longing to Antonie called Phurniug 
Whilom nephue to Ceſar Julius, 

And oz duke Sextus mighr farther wende 
He ſlaine was and made there his ende. 


Of Triumuir in themppꝛe as J tolde 
There was a capitaine called Lepidus, 
Whiche by his office like as he was holde 
Right buſy was, the boke reherſeth thug, 
To reconlile the pzoude Antonius 

To the grace of great Octauian, 


Eche thing koꝛgiue wherof the war began, 


And to conclude ſhoꝛtly who liſt ſe 

Foꝛtune a whyle was to him gracious, 
Themppꝛe all whole gouerned by thele thzee 
Loꝛdchyp ot Iffrike had Lepidus, 

By which he wert pzoude and contrariug, 
To him aſſigned vnder commiſſiong 

Fully the nombze of twenty legions, 


Wherof in hert he caught ſuch a pzide 
Cauling by pꝛoceſſe his diſtruction, 
Surquedy a while was his gide 

Fro his eſtate till he was fall doun, 
Namely whan he of falſe pzeſumpcion 
Toke vpon him ol malice to warrep 

The laid Octauian, and gan him diſobey, 


Whan Octauian his malice dyd ſe 
That he gan ware ſodainly contrarp, 
He thzew him downe from his dignite 
Caſt him in exile, liſt nolengar tary: 
Lo how Foztune gan (odainly vary 
To make him that had gouernaunce 
Ok all Iffryke,to come to miſchaunce. 


Inother pzince Ceſar Lucius 

Exiled was from Rome the cite 

By his vncle the ſaid Antonius, 

Df wylfulnelle and hap cruelte: 

Foz in that time, as men may rede and ſe, 
Contriued caules werefounde vp of malice 
Texile pzinces notable holde and wyſe. 


b elde with Ceſar 
Some bycaule they h th C Other 


of John Bochas 


Other foz Pompey Þ helde on that partie, 


Some foz their good afoze o2 they wer ware 


Some foz ſuſpection, lome foz enuy, 
Some foz they coude nat flatter no lie: 


Some foz vertues which was great routhe 
Bycaule they were lo ſtable in their trouthe, 


In this trouble dꝛedefull and odious 
As is reherled,in oꝛder pe map rede, 
The noble knight Paulus Lucius 
Exiled was of malice and hatered 
Folowing vpon the great hozrible dede 
The pitous death and the hatefull caas 
Ok great Antonie and Cleopattas, 


The tragedy oftheſe plke twaine 

Fo: me as nowe chalbe (et aſpde, 

Cauſe Chaucer chefe poete of Britatne 
Seing their hertes coude nat deuide 

In his boke the legende of Cupide 
Remembzing there, as one they did endure, 
So were thep buryed in one lepulture. 


Thing ones laid by labour of Chaucer 
Were ptelumpcion me to make againe, 
Whole making was ſo notable and enteer 
Night compendious # notable in certapne, 
Which to reherte the labour were in vapne: 
Bochas temembzing how Cleopatras 
Cauſed Antonie howe he diſtroted was, 


Het Fuarice was ſo impoztable, 

He luppꝛiled with her great fayzneſſe 
Folowing her luſtes foule # abhominable, 
She deſyzing to haue be empzeſſe 

And he alas of frowarde wylfulneſſe 

To pleaſe her, bnhappelp began 

To warrepy the great Octauian 


Leaf.cliid 


Frowarde ambicion ſet his hert on fyze 
To citmbe vp to the tmperiatl ſea, 

To haue polleſſion of the hole emppꝛe, 
Toke vpon him ik it wolde haue be 

To reigne alone in Nome the cite, 
Cleopattas to foſter her in pꝛide ? 
Tytell of Octautan foz to ſet aſyde; 


With multytude of many legions 
Is J haue tolde, againe Octauian 
To him accroched of diuers regions 


Great multytude of many many man, 


Firſt on the ſea to warre he began 
Where he was maugre all his might 
To his confuſion vawarely put to flight. 


Diſpepꝛed fled home to his countre, 
Knowing no helpe noꝛ meane to recute 
But to thencreas of his aduerſite, 

Whan that he ſa we his woful auenture 
Gaine Octauian he might nat endure, 
With a harpeſwerde his danger to diuert 
Him lelfe ye rofe vnwarelp to tge hert. 


Of whole dethe the quene Cleopatras 
Toke a (020w very impoztable, 
Bicauſe there was no recure in the caas 
Thought ot his wo che would be partable, 
Whoſe fatall ende piteous and lamentable 
Slough eke her lelke loue ſo did her raue, 


Atkter they both were buried in one graue 


' Thus endeth the lixt boke and 
here after foloweth the 
leuenth, 


The ſenenth boke. 


COf Antony ſon and heire to the greate 


Antonie:and ot Ceſarius, Julia, Agrippa, 
Calis, and Galbus. 


C The Fypꝛſt Chapter. 


[= ——==== His ſtoꝛie ended, laſt of 
e 

| 

| 


*0 R the ſixte boke, 

8 Bochas wery thought 

\Y | foz the beſt 

DE oy Ok gret traueile oppzel 

. Pf 7 led in his loke 

— — Fil in a ſlombze leanig 

cn bis ched, 

e +» <-> Fully in purpoſe to ha⸗ 
ue take his reſt: 

But euin as he reſt ould haue take 

Came a great pꝛees, and made him tawake, 


Firſt of that felowſhip came the (on a heyze 
Ok Antonie, we blode lpꝛeint all his wede, 
Called Antonie fall in great diſpeyze, 
Cauſe Octauian bare to him haterede, 
Whoſe ſwerde he fled quaking in his dzede 
To an olde temple ſocour foꝛ to haue, 
Truſting fro death the place chould hi laue. 


In that temple Ceſar was deified, 

Of who by Komaing was ſer vp an ymage, 
But whan helawe he was eſpicd 

He ran to Julius hie vpon a ſtage, 

Gan him to enbzace in his piteous rage, 

He rent away by (odaine violence 
Unwarely llaine there gained no defence, 


Next in oꝛder came Ceſarius 

Of whom there fill a wondze pitous caag, 
YOhilom beget of Ceſar Julius 

Upon the pong fayze Cleopatras, 

Slaine in his pouth, thus wziteth Bochag: 
As Octauian dyd him ſel fe aſſigne, 
Foz he gaine Romains Gould nat maligne. 


Folowing in ozder Julia began 

Hir greuous complaint to Bochas ſpecify, 
Whilom doughter to great Octauian, 
With weping gan to houle and crie, 

Which by her father to puniſh her lecherp 
Eriled was out of her countre, 

Fo: lacke of ſocour died in pouerte. 


Her ſon Igrippa pong and tendze of age 
Bozne of hie blode,Bochas doth erpzeſſe, 
Came next in oꝛder pale of his vilage, 
Which ſpent his time in (lombze #idelaeſſe, 
Froward to vertue,# tozhis wzetchedneſle 
Octauian which was mu routhe, 
Suffred him die at milchef fozhis flouth, 


After Agrippa came fozth anone right 
Caſſius, of Parme a famous great countre, 
Which in J taile was holde a mily knight, 
With Marte Antony wele cheriſhed a ſecre 
Bode iu his court and there withall parde 
Greatly alowed, kyzſt foꝛ his chiualrp, 

And foz his notable famous policy, 


Ind there withall he had in eriſtence 

A right great name, a ſtode in great fauout 
Foz his knighthode a foz his hie pꝛu denck, 
Ikter accuſed vato the Emperour 
Octauian fo2 a coniuratour, 

He Gould haue be of frowarde falſe entent 
To Julius death fully of aſſent, 


Foz whiche by bidding of Octauian 
Take he was being but pong of age, 
Ind as inine auctoz well remembꝛe can 
B2ought tofoze Julius hie vpon a tage, 
There offred vp vnto his ymage 

By cruel! deatn. the ſtoꝛie telleth thug, 
Foz the falle murdze of Ceſar Julius. 


After the death of the laide Caſſiug 

Another came of Rome the cite, 

Which as J rede called was Galbug 

Of a Pꝛetour hauing the dignite, 

And foz (uſpection ſlaine eke was he, 

= eyen fyzſt out of his head were rent 
02 Julius death, than in to exile ſent. 


Toward his exile by bꝛigantes he was ſlai⸗ 
And After that within a litel while (ne, 
Ok his labour nouther gladde ne faine 


Bochas began to dyzecte his nile 


of John Bothas 


To great Herodes,b2euely to compile 
Dis greuous fal and holy the manere 
Co let in oꝛder next as ye hall here, 


The. ii. Chapter. 


How the tyꝛaũt Herodes ſlough his wyke 
and e 8 died at myl⸗ 
ede. 


Emembzynge fyzſte in Jurpe he was 


kyng, 

Jatpater his father, who lyſt ſe, 
In Frabia mightely reignyng: 
Ouer the pzouyncecalled Jdume, 
This lame Herodes gardeyne of Galile, 
Oꝛdapned was fyzſte foz his hye pzudence 
And foz his notable knyghtly excellence. 


Famous in manhode, famous of his lyne, 
Famous allo by pzocreacion, ; 
J rede allo he had wpues nyne, 

And amonge all as made is mencion 

To hys pleaſaunce and his opinion, 
Maiſter of ſtozies reherſeth there was one 
Matiannes fapzeſt of echone, 


By whom he had wozthy ſonnes twayne, 
Ilyſander, and Ariſtobolus, 

But foz his (uſter dyd at her diſdaine 
Called Saloma, the ſtozie telleth thus, 

He vnto her wert (ulpicious, 

Bytauſe ſhe was accuſed of enup 

By Daloma touchyng auoutry, 


Agayne her of rancour ſodaynly 

He gan of herte greuouſly dildapne, 

Dity rigozous hert he ſlewe her furiouſly; 
But as the ſtozie doth vs aſcertayne 

He foz her deth after felte great paine, 
Euer whan it came to his remembzaunce 
Her pozte, her chere, her womialy plelaunte. 


Lo what it is a pzince to be haſty 

To euer tale of rancour to aſſent, 
And counſaylles to pꝛocede wilfully 
To execucion of frowarde falſe entent, 
Foz Yerodes ſo ſoze hedyd repent 
That he foz thought fyl in to annoy, 
Ot hertelp ſoꝛowe and malencoly, 


Reſt had he none nouther day ne nyght, 
Troubled with fury that he wert lrantpke, 
w dzemes vexed a many an vacouth (yght, 


Tea. clb. 


Ok chere noꝛ colour to no man he was lyke: 
And euery moneth ones lunatike, 

A great whyle he had this wofull lyfe 

Foz ſoꝛowe onely he had ſlapne his wle. 


And as the #o2pe wel reherce tan. 

In the Capitoyle mydde Rome the cite 
By Intonye and by Octauian 

He crowned was, and made kyng of Jude: 
By the Senate made theron a decree 

Ind tegiſtred, that he and his kynred 
Shulde in that lande lineally pzocede, 


Jn Rome was made the confirmacion 
To this Herodes, bokes (pecitye, 
Bepyng akoꝛe the tranſlacion 

Was made of Juda and of Jurye, 
Septer and crowne with all the regaly 
By hym vſurped as ye haue herde tofozne 
Upon the tyme whan Chilt wag bozne, 


This ſame Herodes by pꝛocuracion 


Ok Antonpe, dyd alſo occupy 


By Auguſtus plener remiſſion, 

The great eſtate called Tretrarchp 

In two kyngdoms, with al the regaly 

Of Traconitides, Itury eke alſo, } 
By the Romaius made loꝛde of bothe twos 


Mayſter ok ſtozies reherſeth of hym thug 
Fo: commendacton in eſpectall, 

In Ilchalon he buylded a ately hous 

Of right great toſt.a palapes ful royal, 
Das none (o riche foz to rekea all: 

After whych myne auchoure doth ſo w2yte 
He called was Herode Aſchalonite. 


(This ſame Herodes cruell of nature 


Ok chere and pozte paſſyng ambicious, 


Ape tobe venged dyd his buly cure 

On al that were to hym contrarivug, 
Yys wpues bꝛother Xriltobolus 

In Jeruſalem chefe bychoppe as J rede, 
Falſeiy he lough ofmaiyce and hatered, 


Uniuftly reigned a bozne thzough his realms 
Dis hert fret and cankred wythenuy, 


Another bychoppe in Jeruſalem 


Called Hircanus, myne authour lyſt not lye, 
This lame Herodes in his malencolp © 
Slewehym vawarely by raͤcour vengeable, 


Setting at dyner at his owne table. 


There wag no man of cozrage moze cxuel 
. lui. Noz 


No2 moe deſirous to be magnified, 
To makchis name alſo perpetual 
Four ſtatelye cities he hath edified, 
Of which the names be here lpecikied, 
Celaria, Sebaſtin, citees ſouerapne, 
Antipadꝛa, Cipꝛe, that other twapne. 


He had alſo a falſe condition, 

He truſted none that was of his kynrede, 
His lonnes twaine he had ia ſulpectio, 
Their purpole was to ſiey him of hatred, 
Whan he were deade hopyng to luccede: 
And cauſeleſſe as father molt vnkynde 
Made the be llayne, in ſtoꝛy thus J fynde. 


In al his wozkyng he was founde double, 
I great tirant hold thꝛogh his realme, 
Neuer thinge lo greatly dyd him trouble 
Is whan thze kinges came to Jeruſalem 
Jeſu to leche, that was boznetn Bethelem, 
Boldly affirmynge cauſe of their commynge 
Was to wozHyp that bleſſed yonge kyng. 


The which thynge whan he dyd aduertiſe 
P2ophecies remembzinge and wzitinges, 
Within hym ſelfe a meane he gan deuile 

Firſt to diſtroy theſe famous holy kynges, 
Namely whan he knewe ok their offkrynges: 
Imaginyng gan ſuppoſe blyue, | 
The child was bozne that chuld him Depziue 


Newly diſcended fro Dauid doun by line 
Caſt almoſt Herodes in a rage, 

Ok curſed hert gan frovoardly maligne 

Lykea tirant of venomous outrage 

Slewe al the childzen within two pere of age 
About Bethelem a ful large ſpace, 

He ſpared none foz fauour noz foz grace, 


One of his chyldzen beyng at nurcery 

As the ſtoꝛy putteth tn remembzaunce _ 
Of auenture,oz they coude it elpy (Ace 
Dis knightes flough, J trowe it was venge- 
Eche tirant gladly endeth with miſchatice, 
Ind ſo muſt he that wext ayen Chzilt wode, 
Which foz his lake chedde innocẽtes blode, 


The nõ bꝛe of child2e that wete flayne in dede 
About Bethelem and in tho parties, 

An hundꝛed fozty and four. M. as J rede, 
Two yere of age ſought out by eſptes 


The ſenenth boke 


Ok Herodes, and foz the ptophecies 
Ol Chaiſtes byꝛth mencion did make 
They were echone ſlayne fo2 his lake. 


Fro that day fozth as made is mencion, 

He fyl in many bncouth malady, 

His fleſh gan tourne to tozrupcion, 

Frette wyth wozmes vpon eche partp: 
LObhiche hun aſſailed by great tourmentry, 
His legges lwole cozbed blacke gan ypne, 
Where vengeaũce wozketh adue al medicine, 


Ok his lickenes the ſtenche was ſo hozible 
To awapte on him no man myght abpde, 
Unto him ſclte his carrayne wert odible 

So ſoꝛe he was troubled on eche lyde, 
Leches fozhym did a bath pꝛouide, 

But al fo2 nought, in ſuch miſchefe he ſtode 
Of greuous conftrapnt he ſodẽly wext wode, 


In token he was wery of his lyſe 

So impoꝛtable was his moztal paine, 

To pate an apple he aſked a ſhatpe kuyfe, 
His malady dxd hym ſo conſiraine 

Fully in purpole to cut his herte in twayne: 
The knife he raught lepſar whan he founde 
One ſtode belyde a bacwarde dꝛue his hond. 


Foꝛ payne vnneth his winde he might dꝛawe 
Gaue al his frendes in commaundement 

Bya decree and a furious lawe, 

That al the wozthy ol parties adiactt 
FOhiche þ were faine oz glad in their entente 
Ok his dethe , he voyde ok all pitee 

The ſame day they choulde ſlayne be, 


This curled wꝛetche this odious captife 

J rede ok none ſtode farther out of grace, 
Jnſozowe # miſchefe ended hath his lyfe, 
Eche man was glad whan he Goulde pace: 
And foz his ſtozye doth this boke difface, 
With wofull clauſes of him whan J wzyte 
Therefoze J caſt no moze ofhim tendite, 


CLenuoye. 


CLenuop. 

Of Herodes the vn ware curſed fall, 

The lyfe vngracyous of hym and hrs 
kinrede, | 
Euer vengeable in his eſtate rotal, 
Hys wyfe, his childze,flough of olde hatered: 
Janocentes he made in Bethelem blede, 
Reignyng in Juda,bozne of fozeyne lygne, 
The kyꝛſt tyzant,ye may the Byble rede, 
Whych ayen Chꝛiſt gan frowardly maligne. 


Hys (werde of rigour cruel and moztal 

Aye redy whet to do vengeaunce in dede, 
Haſty and fumous with fur ies infernall, 

Df wpylfull malice innocẽtes blode toſhede: 
Dyd execution alſo on womanhede, _ 
Slewe his alies, whiche was a curſed ſigne, 
Fo: the fyzſte cauſe he ſtode in dꝛede (ligne. 
Whiche againe Chziſte gan frowardly ma- 


He woulde that none were to hym egall 
That daye alyue in Iſraell to ſuccede, 

The byꝛthe of Chai dzed in eſpeciall 

Caule fro Jeſſe his line gan floure #ſede, 
He but a foꝛtayne came in by fraude # mede, 
Without titell to that eſtate vndigne, 
The fyaſt alſo who lyſt takehede digne. 
Whiche agayne Chꝛiſte gan frowardely ma- 


Noble pꝛinces that gouerne ouer all 

This large woꝛld, both in length and bzede, 
Whan you ſitte hyeſt in your ropali all 
Do not the people oppꝛeſſe noz ouerlede, 
Upon Herodes remembꝛe as J rede, 

In what miſchefe that tyꝛ ant dyd fyne, 

To ſhewe pᷣ none Gal in hys purpole ſpede 
Wyhyche ayen Chziſt doth curledly maligne. 


¶ Ot Intipas exiled by Octauian, and of 
Archelaus — Herodes the 


2 Nc mpendioulipe thus ve haue herde 


the fal 


Ng 
Who in his teſtament ſet in eſpeciall 

Co ſuccede him Yerode Intipas, 

In haſt exiledcof hym thys was cas) 
By Octauian to Uien as rede, 

Ind Archelaus ozdained to ſuccede, 


Sonne ol Herodes called the ſeconde, 


of John Bochas 


Df Herodes remembzed. by Bo- | 


Leaf.clÞe, 


Which in effect toke poſſeſſion, 

In hierulalem reigned as J rede: | 
Of whom mine aucthoz foz Got concluſion 
Maketh in his boke but ſmall mencion, 
Hym and hys bꝛother ſet ſodainly aſyde 
Ok them to vozite no lenger lyſt to abyde, 


Sane that he waiteth the fozlalde Antipas 
It Uten a mighty greatcite, 

In his exyle ſoone after layne was: 

And Archelaus ſucceding in Jude 

With Herodias who lyſt the ſloꝛy ſe, 

By Agrippa to Tiberye accuſed 
Oktertapne crimes, coude not be excuſed, 


I tertaine time cõmaunded to pꝛilon, 
Ok themperour coude neuer get grace, 
Baniched him ker from hys region 

In to Spaine, foz a certapne ſpace, 
And his woꝛchyp bzeuely to deface 
Foztune cauſed to his final repzefe, 
He died there in pouerte and miſchefe, 


The fatal ende reherſed of theſe twayne 

In what diſtreſſe that they dyd fyne, 
Myne auctour after gan his pen ozdaine 
To wꝛite the caſe by many a wofulllyne;z 
Upon the ſtriefe atwene Mellalpne 

And other twayne,ſtandynge by her ſyde 
Tofoze Jhon Bochas howe they dyd chyde 


(Tofoze Bochas they came all the to playne; . 


Meſlalyne the wyfe vnto Claudius, 


Igaine whom there were other twayne 
Calligula and Tiberius 

In whoſe time was ſlaine Chꝛiſt Feſus: 
Touching Þ debate that was am6g theſe the 
Dupyng the pꝛoceſſe here folowyng ye Gal le. 


The.titi.chapter, 


CDf the ũrite bytwene Calligula Tibe- 
rius and M ellalyne. F 


Hys empꝛeſſe named Meſſalyne 
dk -| Is baue tolde was wyfe vnto 
NF) Claudius, = 

22x) Szucceſour as bokes determpne 
Co Calligula called Gayus: I 
And as I fpnde;that Tiberius 
LoOith Calligula both wode fox tene, 
Stode afoze Bochas a Meſlaline atwene. 


Metynge al thze with furious loke x chtre, 
Sapus 


The ſeuenth boke. 


Gaus Calligula called by his name 
Gan firſt reherceanone as pe chall here 
Without reuerence oʒ any maner ſhame, 
Wit an exoꝛdye to diffame: 

Bochas pꝛelent kelly gan abzayde 

To MWeſlalyne and euen thus he layde. 


Thou ſclaundꝛed woman noyſed in lechery 
Chꝛugh the woꝛld, as folke thy name at wite, 
And repozted foꝛ thine aduoutry, 
Wyat doeſt p here in thy mournyng habite⸗ 
trowe thou commeſt of purpole to vilite 
n this place the vnhappy women fine, 
Touchinge dilclaundze that euer were alyue, 


The firſt of them called Emilia, 

And Lepyda was named the (econde, 
Liuia, à Plaucia and the fyfthe Elya, 
Diffamed echone in dede as it was founde: 
In token wherofthe lechery to confounde 
Of Emilta in auoutry take 

Was by the lawe of her loꝛde foꝛſake. 


By the whylom was knowe that D2zuſug 
Strangled was a murdzed by poyſon, 
Lyke to Claudia doughter of Claudius, 
Which by her lozde the booke maketh mẽcion 
Was thꝛowen out to her confuſion, 

Fo her defautes founde in auoutry 
Sclaundzed foz euer there was no remedy, 


Thou coudeſt vohylom make thy loꝛde ſlepe 
With certaine dꝛinkes to caſt him in a rage, 
By which he was made his bedde to kepe 
To get lay(cr in thy touring age 

Foz to miſuſe of faiſe luſt thyne outrage, 

A nightertyme toke vpon thee a wede 

At the bozdelldyddeſt ampyſſe foz mede, 


Thyne appetite was bery buſtaiicheable, 
It is a ame to wzite it oꝛ expꝛeſſe 

Thyne hateful [yfe was ſo abhominable, 
Ciberp and J can beare hereof wytneſſe: 
And with the wozde anone the gan her dzeſſe 
Wyan che had herde al their fel langage, 
Gaue them this ant were wyth a (ad viſage, 


Certesc quod che) I coude neuer kepe 

Co ſaue my ſelte a woful creature, | 
haue greatcaule to complayne,cry,s wepe 
y ſclaũdzous Iyſe which J may not recuret 
But J ſuppoſe J had itof nature 
To be ſuch one, foz by dapes olde 
An aſtronomer ſo m fathee toldes 


At my byꝛthe takyng the alcendent, 

Tolde longe afoze of my miſgotternaunce, 
The ſonne, the mone, towarde the ozient 
Were in the ligne that beareth the balaüte, 
And ſaydealſo moze foz aſſuraunce, 

The ſame ligne had by dilcripcion 

His fote in Uirgyn,armes in Scozpion, 


Amid the heuen was Uenus exaltate, 

w Wars cöiopned, the boke inaketh mecion: 
And Jupiter was allo infoziunare 

To my ſayd diſpoſicion, - 

Within the fyche helde tho his mancion: 
Thus by the loꝛdch yy pla inely of Uenug 

I was diſpoſed foz to be lecherous, 


In her excuſe the (ayde Meſſalyne 

Gan alledge her conſtellacion, 

But pꝛudent clerkes plainly determine 
Ok heuenlp courſe the diſpoſicton 

Is obeyſaunt and ſubiecte to reaſon; 
(That euery man which well gouerned ig 
Is not conſtrayned of fozce to do amys, 


Not byndeth no man of neteſſitie 

Vicious luſtes frowardly io ſue, 

A vertuous man ſtante at liberte 

Falte inclinacions by pzudence to reme we, 
Euery man by grace may eſchewe 

Il thynge to vertue that founde is contrary, 
Foz there is no ſxnne but it be voluntarye, 


Pet foꝛ all this the ſapde Meſſalyne 

In her excuſe woulde not be in pees, 

The heupn( quod che) as Poetes determyne 
Was bozne vp whylom by myghty Hercules: 
Pet coude he neuer of nature haue relees 
Foz al his knighthod and his chiualry, 

Co ouercome the vyce of lechery, 


But thou Calligula and thou Tiberius 
What euer ye (ay J take thereofnone hede, 
Foz thou Calligula called eke Gaius 
Thy ſeite diffouled with lechery in dede, 
To rebuke other þ chouldeſt ſtande in dꝛede: 
But thy rebukes in party foz to quyte 

Who is defouled none other choulde atwyte, 


By fames trũpe thy ſclaſidzefs out blowe 
Thzoughall the wozlde repoꝛted ſhamefullp, 
eee eee 
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Durynge thy life put me no moꝛe in blame, 
LOhicye art thy lelfe defouled in the lame. 


It litteth not in no maner wyle 
A theke foz theft to (yt in judgement, 

J lecherous mana lechour tochaſtiſe, 

Noꝛ he that hath al his lyfe ſpent 

In waſte # riote fozketed and milwent, 
To be a iudge other to rede lle, 

Noz lepꝛous leches to cure men of lickenes. 


woulde haue ſuffred & take in pacience 

fof Iffricke the chaſte Scipion 
Pad me rebuked foz my great offence, 
J would haue luffred his wozde ofiuſt reſon: 
Oz if the famous p2udent olde Caton 
Had agayne me in ſuch caſe made abzayde, 
J would haue (uffced what euer he had (aide, 


Oꝛ if Lucrece foz my cozrection 

Had layd to me, by vertuous doctrine, 
Al mp fozfetes myd of Rome toun, 

J would haue bowed both backe x chine 

To haue obeyed vnto her diſcipline: 

Shame fo2 a creple to ſtãd pᷣ̊ hath no mighte. 
To rebuke other foʒ they go not vpzight, 


Agaynlt the allo Imap reply 

Many an other faiſe conſpiracion 

Touchyng maters of nygromancy 

And many an other contriued falſe poyſon, 
Foilde in two bokesBochas maketh menciso!: 
One called Pugio moſt ſuperſticious, 

And the leconde named Gladius, 


Able all this wozlde tenuenyme a encloy, 
Againc thze ſtates dwelling in Rome toun 
Their names wꝛite of them thou caſt diſtrop. 
Which to remembze is a great abuſion: 

A cheſt alſo ful filled of poyſon 

After thy dethe caſt in thee lee J rede, 

By which an hundzed. M. kiches were deade. 


On this mater is tedious foz to abyde, 
Namely to pzinces,painceſſes,bozne of hie e⸗ 
Jt litteth not gentle bloud to chide (ſtate, 
By furious rancour to ſtande at debate, 

And foz theſe maters beninfoztunate 
J wyl paſſe ouer and no moze of them wꝛite, 
Saue of their ende copendiouſly to endite, 


To the Tiberpe J haue ſomwhat to ſayne 
Knowe and repozted by many a creature 


How in Chaͤpaine folke had of the dyſdayne 


* 1 * 
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A eat. cibit. 
Foz thy moſt hateful lecherous ozdure, _ 
n thilke vice whych is agayne nature: 


hiche taccdpl ich voyde ofal hap and grace. 
Thine abydyng was in a ſuſpicious plate. 


To ſuch fal ſe luſtes duringe all thy lyfe 
Lyſt not foꝛbeare, in thy latter age 

Thou vlidſt many rich reſtoꝛatile | 

In l\uch vnthzift to encreace thy cozrage, 
Ok ribaudy thou fyll in ſuche dotage, 

Howe maylk thou than rebuke me foz chame 
Which in ſuch caſe art blotted with diffamee 


IJ dydamyſle but it was in my youth, 
Hoꝛtible thinges which Gaius hath tolde, 
But thine outrage the repoꝛte is yet couthe 
Thou dydeſt them vle both ponge and olde, 
Ind foz taffo:ce your vices manifolde 
Thou # Caligula in all ſuch ribaudy 

Dyd greateſt ſurfet in frowarde glotony, 


Allo Tiberye thou beyng Emperour 

Cruel, cauleleſſe, and moſt malicious 
Diddeſt murdꝛe in Rome the famous ozatoz 
Called in his tyme pꝛudent Iſintus, 

Which thzugh thempire Romains tolde thug 
Was light a lanterne founde at all aſſayes 
Ok rethozike called in his dayes. 


Thou were eke cauſe that werthy Nonomug 
Kyng of Parthois thzough thy cruelte 
Expled was, thou were lo couetous 

To haue poſſeſſion of his treaſour parde, 
Died in miſchefe and in pouerte: 

Be wamelaſt any wyght to accuſe 

Which in ſuch caſe thy lelfe can not excuſe, 


To Fgripyne thou dyddeſt great outrage; 
Is Romapne ſtozies well rehercecan, 

Whan che foz (ocour to the great ymage 
Ran to be laued of Octauian, 

Myd the temple a place called than 

Whiche halpe her not, pᷣ che lyſt thyder wende 
Put out by fozce,foz hunger made an ende. 


Thyne owne bzother called Germanicus 
Which in his tyme was ſo good a knyght, 
(Thy bꝛother allo called eke Dzuſug, 
Both were poyſoned a flayne agaynſt ryght, 
By falſe coſpizing of thine imperial might: 
Tercule the murdꝛe thy lelfe at the lect 

Were clad in blacke at their funerall feet; 


IJ haue no connyng ſpech noz langage 


To teherte no2 make mencion 

Specially ofþ great outrage 

And ſacrilege thou dyddeſt in Rome toun, 
By violence whan thou dzewe doun 

Che ymage of Janus, after in all haſt 
In to Tibze thou madeſt him to be caſt. 


And thou Caligula among thy vices all, 
Ol ſurquedye and falſe pzeſumpcion 
Wouldeſt that men a god the oulde tall, 
Twen Pollux à Caſtoꝛ to haue thy mancts, 
Fro which place thou art nowe thzowe doun: 
Whych heide thy ſelfe amog the goddes ſeuen 
Egall to Jupiter foz to ſyt in heauen. 


Anſwere to me here beyng in pꝛeſente 

Which of theſe four Mars, Janus, Minerue 
£2 Mercurie god of eloquence 

Hath rent the downe as thou dydeſt deſerne, 
Fro Jupiter in miſchefe foz to terue, 

Chat thou herafter wher lo h laugh oz froune 
Shalt haue no fauour moze w him to rovwnz 


With theſe defautes and many other 

Akoze reherced in hindzing of thy name, 
Howe thou oꝛdapneſt fyzſt to ſle thy bzother 
w mc ok armes which was to thi gret <ame: 
To Tholome thou dideſt alſo the lame, 
Sonne and heire to kyng Jubatoun 

And many a ſenatoz thou flew in Rome toun 


Shitteſt vp myd Rome the cite 

Their garners which neuer afote was ſeine, 
YOyerby enkampned was the commonte 
Pite to here, this plat and playne, 

Of necellite conſtrapned in certapne 
(Shame to reherce oꝛ put in ſcripture) 

Ete their membzes a thyng againe nature. 


Jupiter noz Juno the goddeſſe 

Gaue no luche counſayle J ſuppoſe bnto the, 
But it was Uenus to flater thy hyghnes 
Ind furious Mars by frowarde cruelte, 
To ſlee ſenatours greateſt of that cite, 

Thy ſelfafter(wherof the towne was faine) 
By thy leruauntes murdzed werte a llayne , 


Ind fo tabate thyne outr age thy pꝛyde 
Which thou haſt vſed all thy lyfe, 

Lyfte vp thyne head loke on thy left ſyde 
Thou finder vp of murdze and of rife 
Slew: thou not Ceſonia thy wyfe: 
Thy doughter after that called was Duſil, 
Df curled entent thy malyce to fulfpl; 


The ſeuenth boke 


J haue meruayle howe any of you twayne 
Thou Calligula oz thou Tiberius 

Be not aſhamed any thyng to ſayne 

ayne me with vyſage Dilpitoug, 

e foz to atwite that J was lecheroug: 


9 
Ok a lmall mote ve can abꝛayde me, 
But in your eye a beame pe can not le, 


Where haue your loules take herbergage 
That be contrapꝛe with me foz to ſtriue⸗ 

I trowe that Caron hath made pour paſſage 
Up at the ſtronde in Yell foz to arpue, 
There ye abyde thus J deſcryue, 

Where dzedfu! Stix called infernall flode 
Of cuſtome reneth w furious wawes wode, 


Radamantus one of the iudges twayne 
LOith kyng Mynos hath poue a iudgemente 
Perpetually pe Hall byde in payne, 

And Eacus hath o2dained your turmente 
In Flegeton the loode moſt violent: 

pe hall be dzowned and an ende matze 
Euer foz to abyde amonge Þ ſtreines blake, 


IJ map you cal of Emperours the refuſe, 

Pe (ould be Chamefaſt to ew your viſageg, 
Uery aſtonyed d2edful and confuſe 

To haue to me ſo vncurtops langages: 
Thus Mellalyne daunted their cozrages 
With her feminine crabbed eloquence, 
(They durſt no lenger abyde in her pzeſence, 


The. v. Chapter. 
C Of the moſt vicious tiraunt Nero 
that ſlewe Peter a Paule # 
at the laſt him ſelke. 


” Oys hateful tozy with many a wos 


— — — 
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—CTouchynge the ſtrite at wene them 
and Mellalpne, 

Shamful rebukes,frowarde and odioug, 
By them reherſed with cheremoſt furious, 
Is ye haue herde here ended their chiding 
Nero the tyzant cometh next vpon the ringe. 


One moſt curſed in compariſon 

That euer was of hye oʒ lowe degre, 
Moſt diſnaturall ofcondicion 

By great outrages of curſed cruelte, 
That euer reigned in Rome the cite, 
Dis father called bokes determyne) 


AGA a as Ae DDr 2 


Do- 


k 


ol John Bochas - Keaf.clviil, 


Domitius, his mother Agripine. 


Whych in buplding eo great treaſour, 

dem The cixcuire beyng the thouſande paas 

This Agripina by her ſubtilte Ind Tranſito:y that palays called was. 
And blinde koztune being fauourable, ben een 
That let vp tirauntes of froward '\volunte Foz thys cauſe as put is in memoꝛy 


(By theit demerites though they be not able) The ſayde palays afterwarde was bzent 
Toeſtate imperial and notabie, (dande Therefoze it was called Sar. 
What thinge moe dzedefull who can vnder · But after that Nero in his entent 
Thau ctuel tirauntes w blody (wo3din hidee Let buylde a houſe by great auyſement 
| vr: | To recompence that other that was olde, 
Wha this ade vas tweluoyere, And called it the ryche honſe of golde. 
mn if 1 81 


e was oꝛdey 3 
Peer he had levned bis eee | In all thys woꝛſde was none to it lyche 
Ind the ſeuin artes called liber all, Where that euer men dyd ryde oz gone, 
Unto a mapſter iu al bertues mozall, Tables of puoꝝye fret | 


lozpetret wyth perry n 
Called moꝛall Senet which dyd his payne Pyllersof criſtal garniched with many tone 
From al vices bys pouthe to reſtraine. - Saphyzs ,Rubyes,and Topaſton, 

30419 Criſolytes,and Emeraudes grene 
He kept him euer thys Senec,as Jrede, Wyty plate of golde liled that Hone ful chene. 
Maugre his fatall diſpoſicion 


Bya conſtraint and a maner dzede To bodily luſt and dilectacion 
From al outrage,# by inclinacion, (This layde Nero ſet al hys deſpzes. 
Concepued wel hys dyſpolicion Gardapns # condyttes foz recreation 


To be vicious of his nature, ; 
Which to reſtrapne he dyd his buſy cure, 


At one and twenty wynter of his age 
Croniculers of him witten thus, 


He dyd oꝛdapne to endure many yeres, 
With nettes of golde fyed in hys ryuers, 
Dis garnementes of golde a Inde ſtones 
And neuer he woulde haue them on but ones 


Howe he that tyme toke in mariage In hys begynning the ſtoꝛy doth denyſe, 
Octauia doughter to Claudius, Loꝛde and Emperour in the cyte | 
Il this whyle beyng vertuous, To Senatours he gaue full great fracichyſe, 
Wyle Senet had him vnder diſcipline Graunted comoas many a great liberte; 
His mother in lawe called Mellaline. But in his moſt imperial dignite 

b 4 Df trowarde wyl left all good policy; 
The ſaide Senet made him to deſire And al atones gaue him to ribaudzy, 
To purſue connyng by diligent labour, | | 
At entt ing in fyzlt of his empyze Ok Grete & Egypt wyth diuers fogelours 
I meane whan he was crowned emperour, And amonge villayns him ſeife dyſpoztinge, 


Dfal the Senate had great fauour: Left rye pzeſence of olde Senatours 
Ind by repozt as clerkes ofhim wzyte, And amg ribaudes he woulde harpe a ling, 
In pꝛole a meter he coude rygut wel endite. Made comodies diſhoneſtly ſowning , 


At the boꝛdel dyd him ſelfe auaunte 
In Yhon Bochas as it is made mynde With common women openly to daũte. 
He dpd excell greatly in poetry, | 
Made in tho dayes allo as J fynde Thus by pꝛoteſſe to al vertue contrary, 
A boke notable of ſtraunge poely, By great exceſſe he fyll in glotony, 


Lyke as myne auctour of him doth ſpecify; 


Aud after that lyſt no lenger tary 


The title thereof called Lulte As euery viee to other doth apply, 
Agayne a pzetour Claudius Polle. Sr 

RY 05) And ground of al as chete poꝛtereſſe 
Extelled in muſike and in armony, Co exyle vertue was frowarde ydlenes, 
Crowned with laurer foz Þ beſt harpout | l 
That was that tyine, and he did edify About the eite called Hoſtiente, 


In Rome a palays wyth manye a ryche tout 8 50 


Dyd oddaine by exceſſife expence ee 
Tentes foz riot, cokes and taue t ners, 

And al the nyght reuel abouce the fiers : 
Ladies be came that were afoze well named 
By luch kalle riot afterwarde de famed, 


The ſame Nero by falſe abuſion 

It is repozted,hys ſozy who lyſt ſe, 

By violence kram theix religion; - „ 
Such as had auowed te | 
And were pzokelled to virginite 
Jnthe temple of Ueſta the goddeſſe, 
Ol froward luſt he dyd them oppzes+ 


Amonge whych Rubzia was ene 
Maugte her wpll che durſt it not dene. 
From the temple buylded of lime and tone 
Dacred to Uelta myne auctouriyſt not iye, 
rent her out fo vie his lecherye, 

Not withitandyng che was religious 

Made her to abpde at the bozdei hous. 


By my wzyting men chall neuer rede 

The matter is lo foule and ou(ragious 

To be reherced,and the hozible dede 

Wyich Nero vſed whylom on Spozug, 

And on an other called Ompharus, 

Both male chyldzenas bokes tel can 

Them to tran{fourme to likenes of a womi, 


Some bokes ok hym determine 

Lyke a ribaude hozrible and deteſtable 
He miſuſed his mother Agripine, 

And lyke atirauat cruel and vengeable 
Which to temember is abhominable, 

He made her wombe be cozue vpon a dape 


To ſe the place nyne monethes where he lay. 


Ok dilnatural hatekul cruelte 

To God noz vertue hauyng no regarde, 
Ind of the vyce of pꝛodigalite 

He was accuſed, in knyghthod a cowarde, 
And to al vertue contrary and frowarde: 
Of whos wodenes good hede whan J toke, 
1 was achamed to ſet hum in thys booke, 


He hated al that were vertuous 

And to them had ſpecial enup + - 

Hys bzethery, his wyte,this tirant dyſpitoug 
Be fallly lewe in hys malencoly, 

His maylter Senec(auctours ſpecifpe) 

Aye whan he ſaw him hauig a maner dꝛede, 
In an hote bathe to deth he made him blede. 


The lauuth bobe 


Halle the cite oł N 


To Polifagus a wodeman moſt ſauage 


' Which that fed him molt with fleche of man, 


Nero toke men olde and — of age 
To him vitayle in retes where hecke, 
Curſed at his ende, cutled whan he gan, 

Whan he dyd offre innocentes blode 
Co be deuoured of him that ran ſo wode, 


Chziftes fayeth yt he gan werteye 
Ok emperours in hys frowarde entent, 
Peter and Paule in Nome he made deye 
Upon a day their legende Vothe aſſent: 

me J fynde he bzent, 
And Senatours welnye etierychone, 
This Nerv iewe ſpared almoſt neuer one. 


Made hys Mules be od wyth ſiluer chone 
Ok ſurquedye whan he choulde ryde, 

The cite bzent Romayns after ſone 

Purſued him vpon euery ſyde, | 
And from a ſubarbe where he did abyde 
Twene Salaria and Numentana right, 


Ther tant a path whyder he toke hys fſtyght; 


By a depe marys as Nero toke his flyght 
Wyan he ſaw he myght not aſterte, 

De was lo putſued bya Komayne knyght 
To fynde (ocour he myght not dpuerte: 
Roue him ſeife anone vnto the herte, 

Wyth a arpe dagger a turſed ende lo, 
Ok the kalſe tiraunt that called was Nero, 


In ſtede of a Lenuope. 
— this Nero to wꝛite a Lenuope 
Noz of his dedes to make mencion 
Co rede the pꝛoceſſe no man Gould 
haue iope, 
Foz al concludeth of murdꝛe and of treaſon, 
On aduoutry exceſſe and poyſon, 
Riot, glotonp, lecher y, vengeaunce, 
Slaughter ot hun leife ended with miſchaſice 


If that J myght J wolde race his name 
Out of this boke that no man Qould it rede, 
| vicious lyfe chefe mpzrour of diffame, 
et hym aſyde let no wyght take hede 

Foz to remembze ſo many a cruell dede, 
Saue onely thys to thinke in ſubſtaunce 
Howe euery tiraunt endeth in miſchaunce. 


Ok him I caſt to wꝛyte nowe nomoze 
And what J ſay is ſapde but in repzefe of 


ol John Wochas 


Ol the vytes that he wzought of oe 

© GG empyze.concluding den 8 chefs | 

All tyzannye Mall ende wpth mpſchete;. 

Kecozde on Nero which foz miſgoueragiice 

Zs ye haue herde ended wyth miſchauuce. 
a ; , 
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The. bi. Chapter. 


owe Eleazarus a Jewe bozne foz extoz> 
Yeoh and robbzpe was dzobdhe in pꝛi⸗ 
ſon and there ended. 


. 


+ Ater Nero came Eleazarus 
NE 1 Jewe ofbyzth, a pice of robbzy 
An extozctoner.cruel, + diſpitous, 


#| 


By koꝛte of Felix take he was and bounde, 
Maugre his myght vnto Rome ſent 
Strougly fettred, wyth mally chaynes roũd, 
Suffred in pꝛilon many great turment, 

At the laſt this was his iudgement, 

There to abyde becauſe he was a thefe, 

Foz euermoze , ended in milcheke. 


The. bii. Chapter. 


How the heade of Galba was (mytten of, 
filled ful of golbe, and oſtred at the 
ſe pulture of Nero, 
PO koze Bocas next came Galba down, 
N * in Spayne dyd many knyght- 
bebe, | 
After the deth reherſed of Neroun, 
In hope ſtode this Galba as J rede 
Ju themppꝛe iuſtlp to ſuccede, (bozne, 
Parcell foz knightehode he hath hym ſo well 
And koz great mariage which he had befozne, 


finde in Bochas reherſed in ſentence 
He was dilclaundzed of hateful vices thze, 
He was cruell contrarp toclemence, 
Straite in keping,gayneliberalite, 
Uengeable ofherte gayne mercy and pitie, 
A thyngenot ſitting vato chyualry, 
Ofcuſtome peue to ſlouth and (logardy; 


To occupye thempyzehe began, 
Imong Romaias toke poſſeſſion, 


tak. clir. 


Claiming a title b one Licyman 

That was his ſonne by adopcion: 

But anone alter fa his pꝛeſumption 

One called Oecha a full manly kuyght, 
Smyt of his head were it wꝛonge oz ryght. 


This ſayd Galba mine auctour wꝛiteth thus 
From his empire vnwarelypulled donn 
Had an enemy called Patrebolus, 

The head of Galba toke in-poſſeſſton, 

Filled it with golde,made an oblaciou 

It the ſepulture of Nero therewithal , 

To all the goddes æ goddeſſes infernall. 


The. vii. Chapter, 
Howe Occho and Uitellius fo glottony, 
lechery, ribaudzy,and crueltie, en 
Ad after that thys offryng was full doo 
As pe haue herde,to Bochas than 
To make hys complainte in o2der came 
Ifoze (urnamed inftly Lycinian; 
Sonne adoptyke to te las J began 
Ol the layde Gaiba,claunyng to lucceDe, 


de d in milchete. | 
Þylo, | 
Dlatne anone atter by Occho as J rede. 


Than was thempire parted in fo thzee, 
O ccho toke Rome vato his partye, 

And Gitellius to reigne in the countre 
Ouer the boundes of all Germanye; 
And Uaſpalſian reigned m Surrey, 
But fyzlt this OcchoſurnamedSiluins 
Caine to complaine cruel and difpitous; 


Ok al thempire this ſame Siluius 

By llaughter,rauyne,and ertozcion, 

By murdze,dethe,and dedes outragious, 
With mighty hande toke the poſſeſſton: 

And there begana great deuilion 

Wyiche was occalton of great (ozowe # woo 
Atwene Uitellius and this lapde Occho, 


It is reherced that in Germanpe 

In londꝛy places they had battayls thzce, 
Jn the whych Occho wyth hys partye 
Uenquiſhed the telde, made hys tone to ftee, 
But th2ougyh foztunes mutabilite * 
The fourth tyme playnly this is the caas, 
Maugre hys myght dilcomfited ther he was. 


..Cofoze Bedzy amyghty lronge eite. 


T. il. Of 


Of Germanye was this diſcomfiture 

After which of frowarde cruelte 

This ſayde Occho ſeyug his auenture, 

With wo luppꝛiled might not endure 

Oft his conſtraint the umpoztable papne, 
Toke a ſwoꝛde and roue his herte a twapne. 


Uitellius hauing the victoꝛy 

With his power as made is mention, 

Of (urquedy and falſe vayne glozy 

Came with his hoſte in to Nome toun: 
But Bochas here maketh a diſcripcion 
Reherſing ſhoꝛtly his byzth # eke his lyne, 
And how that he of blode was Saturnyne, 


This to (ay, Saturnus king of Crete 

Chaced by Jupiter out of his region, 

Ind {4auus had in Itaple take his ſete 

Upon a mount called Janiculum, 

Where nowe of Rome is bilte the large toun, 
anus receuyng of liberalite | 
han Saturne fled in to his cite. 


To loꝛe Þ cõmina of Saturne this no faple 
Nude and boyſtous and beaſtial of reaſon 
Was al the people abyding in Itaple, 

Land was none (owe noz turned vp ſo doun, 
Noꝛ marchaundiſe vſed in no toun 

Tyll Saturne taught the maner of liupng 
Ok tilth a labour to Janus that was kyng. 


Ifo2e whole tommpyng tofoze as J you tolde 
Craft was none vſed by no creature, 

No2 no building of houſes newe noz olde, 
But liued as beaſtes their liuelode to tecure, 
Lykeas they were learned of nature; 
Theycoude tho daies make no cloth ne ape 
Of froſty wethers the greuous colde telcape. 


They were not buſy by coſtfull apparaple, 
Ol lundzy meates and confections 

Ok diuers dzinkes a manifolde bitaple 

To be curious to their refections, 

Warketts were none in cities noꝛ in tounes, 
No man wyth other bought noz ſolde 

Cyll Daturie came # the the maner tolde, 


And whan he had taught them the manere 
And ſet an o2dze of their gouernaunce, 
There lymple people as bokes do vs lere 
Lyke as to god did their attendaunce, 

W certaine rightes to do their obleruaunce, 
Wo ꝛchipped him and after did him call 
Saturne moſt mygyhtp of their goddes al. 


The ſeuenth boke 


After this Saturne was made a petegre 

Co ſet an ozbꝛe tconueied from his ly ne, 
Dilcending downe the maner who liſt le 
To one Latinus, and ſo fozth to Lauine, 
Which was his doughter as poetes determie, 
Thus by dilcẽt fro Saturne a Faunug 
Bozne of their blode came Uitellius. 


The fyꝛſt knyght bozne of that linage, 
Bycaule he was manly and ryght famous 
Had in armes pꝛoweſſe and great cozrage 
He called was Uttellius Publius, 

And of him came Uitellus Lucius, 

Father to him mine auctour doth expꝛeſſe 
Of whom that J haue gonne this pzoceſſe, 


Diuers ſtozies remembꝛe a plainly tell 
During hys youthe and ſtode at liberte, 
How this fo:(ayde that called was Uitell 
Was the moſt vicious hj̊ any where might be, 
peue toribaudy and al diſhoneſte: 

Becauſe of which chaũged was his name 
Called Spintoir a name of great diffame, 


2 finde that he was an halardour 

In all his wozkes paſſyng tiotous, 

Foz his ſurfetes great with the emperour 
That whilom was called Claudius, 

Ind foz his dedes and maners outragious 
Foz his great waſte and pꝛodigalite 

Ot great dilpce, he fell in pouerte. 


Imonge his riotes a lurfetes moe than one 
Whiche he did in countreis here and there, 
I finde that he foz nedeſolde a ſtone 

Which his mother bare whylom at her care; 
Fo by olde time was vſed who liſt ler e 
Women that were that tyme of hye degre 
Bare at their eates ſtones and perre, 


And by the lellyng of that rych ſtone 

Foz whych that he receyued great treaſour, 
By ſubtpil wezkyng a ſleightes mo than one 
He gate him trendes d was made emperout: 
Ind therewithall he dyd eke his labour 

To retepue another dignite, 

To be chefe by(hop in Rome the cite, 


And in ſozt tyme thys Uitellius 

Ok themppꝛe toke on him al theſtate, 

The (wozde receiued of Ceſar Julius, 

Uſed a gat nement that was pur purate: 
Dempt of him leite he was molt foztunate 
Notwhtading moze boldelp that time at lect 


Of Ilienloys holden was the feeſt. 


Alienſops was a ſolempnite 

Imonge Romapnes kept by dapes olde, 

In frech myne auctour recozdeth thus parde: 
Ind in that tyme ofcuſtome no man choulde 
Noz by ſtatute bounde was noz holde 

To do no maner occupacion 

That touched vnto religion, 


Dpuryng this feaſt he hould haue hys aſkyng 
By a tuſtome vled in that cite, 

And Uitellius as emperour and kyng 

J(ked that time another dignite, 

Co be chefe byChop and haue auctozite 

Ok that eſtate wpth power hole # plapne, 


No man lo hardy to reply theragapne. 


From al vertue Uytel dyd vary, 

Set at nought al wyldome and ſcience, 
Thought vnto him was not neceſſary 
Coning , knighthode,mahode,noz pzoutdece, 
Gaue hym onely to ſlouth and negligence, 
Coglotony,folowpng his delyzes, 

Watche alnyght wyth dzinke @rereſoupers, 


Bepng a bychop of their panym lawe 

Lybe romapne ryghtes dopuge their ſeruiſe, 
To foꝛe the goddes he wold him ſelf? Wdꝛawe 
And caſt aſyde ſenſer and ſacrifice, 

Ind call a bop in ful bagodlp wple 

A kechpn boye tofoze the hype auter, 

And hym cõmaũded to bzyng hym hys dyner; 


Beyng araped in his pontificall 

Foz the mauer voyde of deuocion, 

Lykea ribaude oꝛ Iyke a wade minſtral 

Euer dꝛonklewe and out of all ceaſon, 

Goꝛge vpon Goꝛge this exceſſyue gloton 
Moſt pdꝛopike dzanke oft agapne luſt, 

The moze he dzanke the moze he was athzuſt 


Thys was a byHop ſacred foz Sathan, 

And an emperour crowned wpth miſchaũce, 
Moe lpke in pozte a beaſt than a man 

Uſed al his power in taughter & vengeaũce, 
To hed blode was ſet all hys pieaſaunce, 
Takpnge no hede nouther of wzong ne right 
And thus he werte hatefull to euery wxght, 


Hps loudiouts foꝛſoke hym nye echone 

In al parties, by hym where they were ſent, 
Thzough al the tountreis of Septemtrion 
And in al Surry towarde the ozient, 
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Leaf. tir 


Ok one acco2de and all ot one aſſent 
Echone fozloke hym, wyth him bode not a mi 
Ind became ſeruauutes to a Want 


Uitelliug ſawe it wolde be none other. 

Ind foz feble of dꝛonknenes and outrage, 
Ind la we the power gan fayle ot bys bꝛethet 
LOhan he had ſent and ſigned the voyage 
Agayne Uaſpalian to holde hys paſſage, 
But al foz nought backward went hys party 
DS tode dyſpayzed of euery remedy, 


Thus Utſtellius vnhappy to the werres, 
LL yke a fozdzonke vnhappy gloton 
Whoſe bolt afoze raught vp to the lterres, 
Now al hys pzyde in miſchefe is come doun, 
Fapne foz to accozd to thys conuencion: 
Fox litel treaſour whych men ſhoulde hym aſs 
To Uaſpalian thempyze to telpgne. (ſygne 


Thys was his pꝛomiſe but he held it nought, 
What he (ayd his wozde was neuer ſtable, 
Certaine flaterers chaũged had hys thoughte 
And certayne com6s that euer be chaũgea ble 
Gaue him cotilaile,ſayd hym ſeife was able 
To gouerne theſtate imperial 

And none ſo able foz to reken al. 


Fyꝛſt of Almaypne he ſent out ſoudiours 
And ot pꝛeſumpcion a newe werre he gan, 
Thought þhe was amoge other werriours 
Able to fight agayne Uaſpaltan, 

Ind of auenture it befell ſo than 

In theſe werres Uaſpaſians bzother 
Payne was it woulde be none other 


This froward man called Uitellius 
Ungracious euer founde in hys entent, 
Smyt of the head ot the ſayde Fabius 
Bꝛothet of Uaſpaliz and to Rome it ſent, 
Aud after that the Capitople he bent, 
But ſuynge on within a lytel ſpace | 
Among Romapns he loũ both haps grace. 


Ok hys riot what ſhoulde I moze entrete 
Foz except riot nothynge ot hym J rede, 
His coke, his paſtelere,folke were moſt mete 
To lerue his luſtes and appetites to fede, 
Foz(oke him not but went wyth hym in dede 
Toward Champayne,ryght as any lyue 
Up to a hyll called Juentyne, 


Standing in hope but that was but in bayne 
Of Ualpalian the fauour to recure, 
C. iu. Euyn 
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Eupn to-Rome retourned is agayne, 

The palays entred, a there him ſeite to aſſure 
Dauyng with him none other creature 

The gates yt whych was to him chame 
Take at the laſt, fozſoke hys owne name. 


Halte naked he was andbalfe clad 
Il alone lyke as he was founde, 
So in the citie afoze the people lad . 
Both his handes behynde hys backe bounde 
With mighty chaines and ropes rounde: 

L yke a woodeman of loze and of vilage, 
The people to him hauing this langage. 


O thou olde lecherous foule gloton, 

A very cowarde, to al vertue contraire, 
Cruel, vengeable of thy tondicion, 

To euery good man cruel! aduerſayze, 

To all curſed benygne and debonapyze, 
Note of al lurtetes, hauyng ape delpte 

To ſue and folowe thy lecherous appetite, 


YOithſuch rebukes #4 caſtyng of oꝛdure 

With donge à clap blotted was his vylage, 
In the pꝛelence of many a creature 
With cozdes dꝛawe he was by great outrage 
VUnto a place called in their langage 

Their chete rackes, oꝛ galowes of the toun, 
Vhere is of cuſtome done execucion. 


Some men remẽ dꝛe he ſlayne was in haſte 
w ſharpe lwoꝛdes dilmẽbꝛed on ß grounde, 
His carapne akter in to Tybꝛe caſte 

With a large hoke of yzon atpe t rounde, 
No moze reuerence than a ſtinking hounde: 
Kemembting here myne auctour laith alſo 
Of this Uitelltus Galba and Occho, 


Allyꝛmyng thus as foꝛ their partie 

They be named among the emperourg, 
Foz a time theſtate did occupie: 

Ind firſt this Galba by tecoꝛd of auctours 
Died at miſchete voide of ali ſocourg, 
EyCht monethes reigned as lo2de x (yze, 
And after that caſt out ofhis empyze, 


The thyꝛde moneth as made is mencion 
Occho died, pꝛoude and ambicious, 

Ind as J tynde the dominacion 

La eigit monethes of Uitellius, 

And foꝛ they were pꝛoude and lecherous, 
Cruel, vengeable, bozne of curſed lyne, 


In wꝛetchydneſle echone they Did fyne, 


The.ix.chapter. 


6 Here Bochas againſt glottonye complap- 
neth (aying as it tolloweih. 


Ere Bochas ſeing the great offence 
Ok this fozeſaid froward company, 
Toke his penne ofentere diligence 
Ind in his ſtudie gan him lelte apply 

To dampne the vice of hat efull glotonp, 
Fo2 which ſinne tecoꝛde of Jdame 

All our miſcheues and (0z20wes came. 


By the outrage of diſobeyſaunce 

Our laid fatyer being in Paradiſe 

Twene him a vertu ther roſe a gret diſtaũtce, 
Clerely conceiued he that was lo wyſe 
Aboue creatures by reaſcn bare the pziſe, 
Tyll he of folp wzongly gan aſſent 

{To be gouerned by a falle ſerpent, 


Dis innate vertues did him anone fo2ſake 
Foz his aſſenting. did in haſteretourne 
Again to heutn whan the infernall (nake 

In ſtede of vertuedid with man ſotourne: 
Foz whiche we haue great matter to mourne 
Dithe that we be diſfourmed in certaine 

By vicious liuing of vertue made barayne, 


Ind thus came in the dominacion 

Of vices al, and heloe a great battaile, 
Theretinue (ent from the infernall dongeon 
Us woful wzetches in erthe foz to aſſaile, 
Stretching their power and pzoudly gan pze 
Thzough the wozid # poſſeſſion toke (uaple 
Foz our demerites whan vertue vs fozſoke, 


Theſe ſaide vertues compꝛiled in the nombze 
Ot foure,rekened pzudtce,attemperaunce, 
From vicious life,tadawed vs fro þ(lombze, 
Rightwilnelle to haue holde the balaunce, 
Ind foztitude of their aliaunte, 

Whan they fozſoke mankinde to gouerne 
Than of all vertue was clipſed the lanterne. 


Thus thzough derkneſle vices were bolde 
The multitude almoſt intumerable, 
Among all rekened of newe oz olde 

There be foure perillous and repzcuable, 
Slouth, lecherp, and moſt abhomynable 
Falſe aurite, by a gredy deſyze 

With glotonp,chete byndler of their fy — 3 
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Nature in ſcthe with littel is content, 
And as mine auctour abideth here a whyle 
And to remembze was ſomwhat diligent 
To wꝛite whan Saturne reigied in the ple 
Called Crete, the pꝛopheteſſe Dibyle 
In her time by great auctozite 

The woꝛld deuided pzudently in the. 


The. x. Chapiter. 


A chapiter diſcriuinge the golden wozlde, 
that is to (aye whan atteinperaunce 
had holy the gouernaunce, 


—= He woꝛld whi Sa:urne was firſt 
| * kinge | 

| 3 in Crete in his Royall 
— eſtate, 

Noe # Ibzaham by vert uous lining 
Cauſed erthly foike to be moſt foztunate, 
The woꝛld tho dates was called aureate, 
Foz ſobzeneſſe and attempꝛaunce 

Had iu that wozlde holy the gouernaunce. 


There was ß time no wꝛonge noꝛ violence 
Enuie exiled froin euer creature, 
Diſlolucion and dzontzen inlolence 
Rybaudy and al ſuche foule ozdure, 
Fiowaroe lurtetes contrary to nature, 
Banpythed were. bycauſe attemperaunce 
Had in that woꝛld holy the gouernaunce, 


Pouth was bꝛidled vnder diſcipline, 
Uertuous (tudy toured in myddle age, 


Dꝛede beide the yarde of nozture @ doctrine, 


Riot reſtrained from (urquedous outrage, 
Yatefall detraction repꝛeſled his langage, 
Kouth was charite bycauſe attemperaunce 
Had in that wozld holy the gouernaunce, 


Foztitude ſtode tho in his might, 

Defended wydowes a cheriched chaſtyte, 
Knighthod in pzoweſle gaue ſo clerea light 
Gy2zte with his (wozde of trouthe and equite, 
Heide vp the church in ſpiritual dignite, 
Puniched heritikes, bicauſe attemperaunce 
Had in that woꝛlde holy the gouernaunce, 


Right wilneſſe chaſtiſed all robbourg 

By tgall balaunce ot execution, (rours 
Fraude, falſe mede, put backwarde fro iu⸗ 
Trcwe pꝛomiſe holde made no delacton. 
Foꝛſwering chamed dur entre in no toun, 


Noz leſingmongers, bycaule attemperaunce 


Leaf.cl;t, 
Had in that wozldeholy the gouernaunce, 


That golden woꝛlde coude lone god a d2cde, 
All the ſeupn dedes of mercy foz to ble, 

(The riche was redy to do almeſdede 
Who aſked harbour men did him nat rekuſe, 
No man ok malice would other tho accuſe, 
Diffame no neighbour bicauſe atteperaunce 
Yad in that wozld holy the gouernaunce. 


The true mar chaũt by meſure bought c ſold 
Dilſceite was none in the artifycer, 

Wakig no balkes þ plough was truly hold, 
Ibacke ſtode ꝓdelneſſe fer fro the labozer, 
Diſcrecion marcial! at dynet and ſouper, _ 
Content with meaſure, bycauſe attfperaitice 
Had in that woꝛlde holy the gouernaunce, 


Of waſte in clothing was ß time no erceſſe, 
Men might lo2de kro his ſubiectes know, 
A diſterence made twene pouerte & rychelle, 
Twene a pꝛinceſſe and other ſtates lowe, 
Ok yozned beaſtes no boſte was tho blowe: 


| No2 countrefte faining, bicauſe atteperatice 


Had in that wozlde holy the gouernaunte. 


This golden woꝛlde long while did endure, 
Was nonealay in that mctalſene, 

Tyll Saturneceſed by recoꝛde of ſcripture 
Jupiter reigned. put out his father clene, 
Cyanunged Obziſon in to liluer ene, 

All vp ſo downe. bycauſe attemperaunce 
Was ſet alide and loſt her gouernaunce, 


Ok Martes mineral the metal is \o ſtronge 


. Jnftexible and nat malliable, 


By ſturdineſſe to do the people w2onge 

With rigozous [wozd, furious & bengeable, 
The merciful golde of Phebus, nat plicable 
To haue compaſſion, bicauſe attemperaunce 
Was ſet aſyde and loſt her gouetnaunce: 


Leed of Philoſophers is called gold lepzus, 
Tyn of Jupiter.craſſhing + dull of ſoun, 
Falſe and fugitife is Merturiug, 
The mone is mutable'ofyee t on, 
The golden woꝛlde is tourned bp ſo daun, 
gn eche eſtate ſitheattemperaunce 

as let alide and loſt her gouernaunte, 


By Sibyles expollt ion 

Take of this metall the moꝛalite, 

The golden wozld was gouerned by reſon, 

Tye wozld of ꝛon was futious trueite 
C · ii. The 


The mone is mutable full of duplicite, 
Lyke to this wozlde bicauſe attemperaunce, 
Is (et aſyde and hath nogouernaunce, 


Uenus of loners empzeſſe and Quene 

Of vicious luſtes ladp and mayſtres, 

Her mettal coper that wyll ternyche grene, 
A chaungeable colour contrary to ladneſſe: 
A notable figureof wozidly bzotylneſſe, 
Like gerp Uenus bycauſe attemperaunce, 
Was let aſide and loſt her gouernaunce. 


Myne auctour Bochas gan pitouſly cöplain 
Of the diſozdynate Cozmerous glotony, 
Of Uittellius and his telowes twayne 

All thze diffouled with hozrible lechery 
Diffamed dy (claundze foz their rybaudzy, 
Contraryous enempyes echone to ateperauce, 
Baniched al thze might haue no gouernance 


Ok glotonpe and rpotous exceſſe, 

Watche and reuell, # dzinking all þ night. 

Come bncouth feuers a many great acceſſe, 

Mebes podagtemaketh me go nat right, 

Goutes,mo:malles.hozrible to the light, 
any inkirmitees, bycauſe attemperaunce 
as nat ofcoilel toward their gouernaunce, 


Out of their tourte baniched was pꝛudence, 
Foꝛtitude had none entereſſe 

Gapne vicious liuing to make reſyſtence, 
Cried wolues, hid was ver tuous ſobernes 
Trouth durſt nat medle ba cke ſtod rightwil 
Put out of houchold was attepzaunce cneſſe, 
Ind with thele empzours had no gouernaũce. 


Sonne of the pꝛophete called zacharpe 

The patriarke the holy man ſaynt Fhon 
Uictoztous champion of gredy glotonpe, 
Lyued in delerte daynties he hadnone, 

Eat mel Silueſtre, lay on the colde ſtone 
Locuſtas gadzed,his coke was temperaunce 
Jad of his houſhold had al the gouernaunce, 


O ktamel heares was woupn his clothyng, 


Recoꝛde the golpell that can the trouth tell 
— 1 tredige fedyng x 
Monge wilde beaſtes whan he did dwell, 


To ſtaũche his thurſt dꝛanke water of ß wel, 
This bleſſed Baptiſt rote of attempzaunce, 


Set foz cheke myꝛrour of good gouernaunce, 


Of his dietecatour was ſ(carſite, 
Dis coltful fode wag vertuoug abſtynence, 


The ſeuenth boke 


Notes ol delerte his delicate plente, 
His riche pymentes his ypocras of diſpence 


H inge nat in coſtretes noꝛ botels in the ſpece, 


Nat exceſſiue bycauſe attemperaunce 
Had of his houſholde holy the gouernaunce, 


This Baptiſt Jhon byhis moderate foode 
The chefe triũphe of abſtinence hath begon, 
This patriarke rekened on the goode 
Content with littel al ſuffiſaunce hath won, 
Is Dyogenes in his littell ton 

Helde him apayed,bycaule attemperaunce 
Had of his houcholde al the gouernauntce. 


His tonne to him was receite a houſholde, 
And if J Gould boſte of his celere 

There were no cuppes of (iluer noz golde, 
His coſtful vintage came from the riuere, 
Wel timed meſure was foz his mouth buͤt⸗ 
Ind his taſtour was attemperaunce (lere, 
Which of his houchold had al ß gouernaice, 


His conqueſt was moze ſoueraine ofdegre 
Than Ilyſaunders fo2 al his hie renoune, 
Foz he conquered his ſenſualite, 

Made him ſubiecte and leruaunte toreaſon, 
Daunted of pzudence eche fozapne paſſion, 
His clerke of kitchin called attemperaunce 
Whiche of his dyete had al the gouernaunce, 


Of luperlluite, ok ſlouthe, and of ſlepe 
This Diogenes ſtode euer amonge in dꝛede, 
Ok woꝛldliy fauour he toke no maner kepe, 
Straw was his litter, a ſimpleruſſet wede, 
Turned his ton againe the winde in dede: 


Twene hote and colde, that attemperaunce 


In lomer & winter had hole the gouernaiice, 
C Lenuoy. 
_ Oble pꝛinces of prudence take hede 
ei This litell chaptre bzeuelp to coms 
pe golden wozlde is turned into 
Pꝛay to god his grace downe to ſende (lede, 
Ol his hie merty that it may ſone amende, 
Ind that this pꝛinceſſe called atteperaunce 
Map of your houchold haue the gouernaũce. 


Chefely foʒ loue and parcel eke foꝛ dzede 

In pour eſtate whan pe be moſt chynende, 
Foz pour encrees a your moſt gracious (pede 
To his pꝛeceptes do diligently attende, 
Ok olde emperours rede the legende 
Whyle they were ruled by attemperaunce 
In longe pꝛoſperite ſtode their — 
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of John Bochas 


Of wozthy Kingdoms Rome is called hede 
Whoſe royal botides fartheſt out extende, 
In maxcpall actes bothe in length # bzede 
em publicam by pꝛoweſſe to diffende, 
No fozayne enemy hardy to oſtende 
Their hye nobleſſe whyle attemperaunce 
With her thze luſters had the gouernaunce. 


Che. ri. chapter. 


How the kinrede of Jacob was diſtroyd, 
Chꝛiſte bozne and died, Jeruſalem di- 
ſtroyed:and.xi.hundzed. M. 
ſlain by ſwozde hungre 
fyze and peſtilence. 


{NA He tozy ended ofUitellius 
J Ok his two feres Galba # Ocho, 
Dow his carainehozrible and hidi2us 
Dꝛowned in Tybꝛe was poſſed to and fro: 
After their ſtoꝛy accompliched was and do 
Came a great nombꝛe to Bochas as J rede 
Echone diſcended of Jacobes kynrede, 


Jn token of complaint and heupneſſe 

Like folke diſmayed clad in mournig wede, 
Foz the conſtraynt of their w2etchydaeſſe 
Belpꝛeynt id teares quaking in their dꝛede, 
Knowing no recure in ſo ſtreight a nede 
Reſembling folke by tokens full moztall, 
That were toward (ome feaſt funerail, 


Their vgly cheres pytous to beholde 

As they gan apzoche the pꝛelente 

Ol Jhon Bochas to tell tyeir ſoꝛowes olde, 
Their woundes bleding by marcial violcce: 
Oppꝛeſſed with hůger thurſt a lodẽ peſttlece, 
By fozayne ſwoꝛde tyeir liues manalyng 
Upon the deathe as beaſtes abyding 


That were encloſed narowe in a fol de 
Diſpapꝛed ſocour to recure, (bolde 
Co paſſe the boundes foꝛ dꝛed they were nat 
Within enfampned, barapne of all paſture, 
(This wofall ſtoʒie remembꝛed in ſcripture 
Howe that of Jacob the generacion 

Was vengeably bzought todiſtruction, 


This patriarke called whilome Jſraell 
Moſt cenomed amonge all nacions, 

Ind moſt famous the 5yble can well tell 
Their lyne out rekened thzough all regions, 
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BY goddes beheſt toke their poſſeſſions, 
peiens and Pharaos pude, . 
by god was made their gide. 


2 


With dꝛie fete they paſſed the Recd lee, 


Conueyed by Mopſes and alſo by Jaron, 
(Their la we was wzitten p Bible who lil ſe 
Upon Syna in tables of harde ſtone, 

And thzough delerte as they did gone 
With aungels meate called i; ina as Jrede, 
Fozty wynter there he dyd them lede. 


After Moyles led by Joſae 

In to the lande of Pꝛomiſſion, 

T welue lynages of Jacob there parde 

He let make a dilri 

Ind td eche lyne he gaue his pozcion: 

By pꝛomple made afoze to Abraham 

To Jlaac @ Jacob, whan they thyder came. 


By patriarkes and pzophetes þ were lad, 
Maugre their enemies # their moꝛtall fone, 
By mightydukes and iudges they were lad, 
Gate all the regions where they didgone, 
Tyll at the laſt of pꝛide they echone 

Lyke other nacions wolde haue a kyng, 
Saul was chole god graunted their alking. 


Thus by patryarkes and by they: alpes, 
From Abꝛaham the genelogte 

Colde by pꝛophetes & by their pꝛopheſies, 
Conueyed to Dauid. whiche in his regalye, 


Helde of Jewes all hole the monarchpe: 


Of whole kynrede by pꝛoceſſe thus it ode 
Was Ch:iſt Jeſu bozne of that roial blode, 


Sent frö his father as pꝛophetes determine 
Toke fleſhe and blode foꝛ our ſaluacion, 

By the holy gooſt bozne of a pure virgyne, 
Had amonge Jewes great tribulacion, 
Under Herodes (uffred paſſion, 

And as the goſpell truely doth diſcrine, 

The third day he role from death to liue. 


(This bleſſed loꝛde, this loꝛde of moſt vertue, 
Ende of Decembze bozne in Betheleem, 
And by the aungell named was Jeſu, 
Shewed to thze kinges by a terre beem, 
This ſame Jeſus in Jeruſalem 

By conſpyzacion of Jewes thzoughenup, 
By Pylate dempt to dye on Caluarp. 


Thus vnto Jeſu, Jewes were bnkynde 
Foz whicge they were diſtroyed aye — 
| 92y 


Lye ſcuenth boke 


Chzift pꝛopheſied the goſpel maketh mynde 
How ol their cite there cholud nat lye atone 
Upon another toꝛ theix moztal tone 

Should che beſiege he told them lo certaine, 
Ind make Jeruſalem with þ loile al plaine. 


With weping eyen Chef told the lo befozne 
Ok their ruine and their diſtruction, 

Synne was caule that they were lozne 

Fo: they nat knewe to their confuſion 
Time of their notable vyſitacion (lowe 
Whan Chaiſt came down bozne here in erthe 


Foz their ſaluaci6 they ly him nat to know, 


Thytty yeres fally cronyculers wꝛite 

And ſomwhat moze,afterhis paſſion , 
Imonge the'Jewe s playniytoendyte, 
Within them leife kyll a diuifion, 
Mard2ers roſe vp within their own toun 
So great a nombze with many an homicide 
That in the cite no man durſt well abyde, 


heir pꝛelidentes reigning in Jude 
Seing this hoꝛtible foute rebellton, 

And of murderers the moztall cruelte 
That longe endured in that region, 

Vhich foz to appeſe romains ſent doun 
Uaſpacian, with many a manly knight 
Whiche in to Galylee, toke his way right, 


Ind to chaſtyle tho marderers 4 robbours 
Bꝛent their cotitrey as he rode vpanddoun, 
So continued with his fotdyours 

Tyll vuto time the countreys enuyzon 

Of Jeruſalem eitred be the toun, 

With their ovilactons,in many ſondzy wyle 
Is Paſke required to do their ſacrityſe, 


Tofoze tho dayes was Jeruſalem 

Had in great woꝛchyp of all nactong, 
Called pꝛinceſſe ofeuery other reem, 
Whole fame ſtretehyd through al regpons, 
Their treafour great and their poſſeſſions: 
Double walled of buylding moſt notable, 
Dꝛeding no enemy foz it was impꝛegnable. 


Imong romayns was many a manly man 
Willing echone of one affection. 
@Thy:2ough the knighthode of Uaſpaſian 
Echone to labour to the diſtruction 

Of Jeruſalem, fo: great diuiſion = 

I monge them ſelfe was gon in the cite, 
By ccrtaine captains Þ were innombze the. 


Simon John and Eleazarus 


Yo2rible tyꝛauntes oppzeſſing the poꝛaple, 
Of gouernaunce troward? and outtagioug 
Falſiy deuided eche other dyd aſſayie, 
Amonge them ſeife had many gret bataple, 
Werte without and werte was within 
Thus of vengeaunce miſchele dyd bogyn, 


Uaſpaſian nat beyng rechelees 
Foz his party lyke a pꝛudent knight 
By notable meanes exited them to pees, 
But all foz nought blent their owne ſight, 
To chele the belt they coude natſe a right: 
And in this while this nodle wertyour 
Ualpaſian was choſen emperour. 


By Alexlaundzie, to Rome he went againe, 
Retceiued there themper tall dignite, | 
His (on Titus he made his cyeie capitaine 
His pꝛocuratour to gouerne in Jude, 
Belet enuyzon Yerulalemthe cyte, 

With men ofarmes ſiegedit ſo about, 
That none might entre noz none iſſue out. 


Stopped their codutes g their waters clere, 
Eufamined them foz lacking of vitayle, 

A certain woman thus ſaith the croniculere 
K olted her childe whan vitaile did fayle, 
She had of ſtoꝛe none other apparaple: 
Theron by layſer her (elfe ſhe dyd fe de 
Which in a woman was to hozryble a dede, 


Their mighty walles with gons caſt downe 
Two ſtronge towzes take of their cite, 
Keliſtence gan fayle in the towne, 

They ſtode of hungre in luch perplexpte: 
Tytus of knighthode and magnanimite 
Thzoughout the toure called Antonian 

Js entted in like a knightly man. 


The people in ſtreates lap foz hunger dead 
To bpe noz (el no lyfelode in the town, 
There was no ſuccour of dꝛinke noꝛ bꝛeed 

In paine of death bozne nouther vp ne doun, 
Uompte ot one was therefection 

Unto another, there was ſuch ſcareite 

Who redeth Joſephus the trouth he may le. 


Bent was the temple made by Salomon, 
Which had endured(thus wait p croyculere) 
That was (o royal buplt of ryche tone 
Fully a thouſande a two hundzed pere, 


Nomains entred maugre their poztere, 


With ſpeare, pollax, æ (wozde arpe whet, 
Lyke wode lious ſle we whom they 2 | 
eit 
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Their riche gates teuered with plale ot gold Dich charpe uo es eche man to ſle other. 

Were and molten without By n G4 t ee eee 2 

The liluet yma ges v tonged wereufgold, Thus was this eite moſt ſtately of bildig 

The vyodent yx made them renne daun: That whilom was of this wozlde chefe toun 
0 


Noble Mong an! 0 e 
His marciall dukes ſpared no certain, By bares ode a made ia mention, (mon 
Leſt of preſumpeion thiy woſde cebelugam. Beſtozed vn Dauid, butidad ne we of Salo⸗ 
1176 „,in Pꝛiate ſſe ol pontates, wanne woher ſuch a⸗ 
I leuen h(dzed — — — — Now is it atitect @refuſe of al other. (nother 
By de, dy hungre, apPetflence, stat d C66 einc mer G1 
Stenner crap 6 2ho bttter rns Unto the Jewes.Chziſt Jeſn gane reſpite 


Cauſed of deathemoſtſodayneSydlence, -- Full thurty pere, oz he toke vengeaunce, 
And Titus gau among them this ſentence: In token the tond hath joye & great delite 
J meane of them that dyd aliue dwell, han that ſinners diſpoſe them” to penaũte, 
Foz a penny men ouldethurtyTell;/* By cantricion and berteiy cenentaunce, 
e 214] 90-2913 2541 14 CThis bleſſed lozde this king most merciabls 
mor Judas ſolde 892 fox thurty pence, ,Loniged abideth os he lyſt be vengeable;  -. 
T againe thought 03164 0þ : 42915 143 4 El ions Q 
Of marchaundyſe to make tecompence, He was to them io gracious aud benygne.- 
Thurty Jewes founde in the cyte Bade that they Goulde to him conuert ſone, 
Foz a penny and fox noinoze parde Shewed vine them many an vncouth ſighe 
They to be lolde,foz theyz great outrage During twelue dates eclipſed was ß mots: 
Euer amonge Sarazyns to liue in ſeruage. The people atones:knew nat what to done, 


18 911 ne nad: But indurate in tde froward entent 2 
Ol the temple a pꝛie ſt that was full olde Like folke abached wylt nat what it ment. 
Two ſtately lantarnes g were bꝛight a chene 421 | 


Tables, baſpus, violes obig golde A koze the ſiege oz Citus gan the werre 
He pielented, anz thug he dyd mene, Ouer the tite ( wherol they wert aferde) 
That their treaſute ſhauld wele be lene There appered a comete and a ſterree. 
Ok the temple, and chewed to Titus The ſterre was hape like a charpe ( 
In token it was whilom ſo giozious. Touching the comet there was neuer 


Ok luch another ſo firy dzight and tclere, 
Which endured the pace o al ih ere, ... 


* 


To ſhewe eke there he did his buſy cure 

Silke, ſinamone, c frankencens withall, dase 5 

Foz ſacrifiſe,the purpurate veſture, Their feſtiual day halowed in pi, 

With Uzimthumun, the ryche pectozall, Their pꝛieſtes buſy to make oblacion, 

Whiche ozdained were in eſpeciall Do great a light in the temple fyn 

Foz the ſolempne place ok places all That al the people ſtanding enupꝛon, 

Sancta lantt oʒum, and ſo men dyd it call Thought it lo bzight in their inſpection 

Palling the ſonne as it did ſeme, 

Ok the cite a pꝛinte called Jhon But what it ment no man coude deme. 

To Titus came and chewed his pzeſence, 

Pale foꝛ hunger there came allo Symon, As the pꝛeeſtes dyd their buſy cure 

B2ought by a duke Þnamed was Terence, Co offre a calfe anone oz thep toke hede, 

Clad in purple bꝛought by violence: The lame calfe a thing agapne nature 

Receiued of Titus whan this noble ton Bꝛougyt fozth a lambe þ lame time J rede: 

Caſtels towzes # walles were (myt downe, An vgly token which put them in gret dzede, 

A contrary pzonoſticacion 

In to a caſtell called Mazadan Shewed vato them of their ſubuerſion, 

Eleazarus had take his flight, | 

Belieged of Scilla,oz he the caſtell wan With other tokens frowarde and contrarye 

This Eleazar like a furious knight The (ame time were ſhewed euer amonge, 

COithin the caſtel the ſelfe ſame nyght (The bzaſen dozes of the inwarde ſentwarpe 

Dtyzed euery man, kather, childe, # bzother With yzon batres Git that wer moſt _ 
1» 


The ſtuenth boke 


.B ofentayle tounde and wondze longe, Wo to Jeruſalem, with atreble wo 
EET” ee i, 

3 2 8s the wzetchedlamentacion | * 
There wert lene in the ere, Which Anauit re 
Men ok armes with ciete, Wt 


\wozdes 
| Df plate andmale the axmare was fo fir Beatevhewas io: bis aha y ful. 
B2ight as Phebug where it did appere: ſcour 1 


be, 


And as the toziealſodoth vs lere —— 

With their cheitrons and their apparaple, beg wa 0 might, 
S-pzofermade their cyte fox taflayie, Hea — — Ayr by 

I pzonoltihe he voing to the cite, 2 
To the Jewes it dyd lygnifpe Howe ryght lone itſhoulde ren: ö be, 
A pzonolipke of thepz diſtt uct ion, 
Pieeſtes to th temple as they dyd hie Bp reherſayie allo of Carnotenee 
U pon a night to do oblacton With that cite foz ſinne it ſtode ſo tho, 
Amd the temple was herde adzedfull ſoun, That if Komains by marciall vyolence - 
Of which noyle this was þ dzedeful ende, Had nat come and done them all this wo, 
Kyle vp ecyone and let vs hence wende, The erthe chould haue opened and undo: 
Deuoured the people boyde of al refuge, 

And ful fouryere tofoꝛe the ſiege Dz dzowned p tounby ſome (odayne deluge, 
One Jnantas yonge and tendze os. | 
Ot his byzthye, ſonne of a-rude man, B2euely to paſſe this vengeice moſt terryble 
By diſpolicion dul of his cozage, Done vpon Jewes foz their tranſgreſſion, 
Lybe as he had fall omg: Foz their demerites ß; puniching moſt hozrp- 
Nan in the cite by a maner enſye, Of Jeruſalem fynall ſubuerſion, (ble 


ared nat with open mouthe to crye. Ok the temple, the tabernacle, and the to 
* 3 p Jn Joſephus whol rn "I 


Unto this noyſe was madenone obſtacle De Bello Judaico j ſurplus he map rede. 

But obſtinat euer to his entent, 

Day of the feeſt holde in the tabernacle «> Thus endeth the ſcuenth boke and 

F, | 9 he) out of the oztent N here after foloweth the pꝛo⸗ 
Voice fro the ſouthe. fro nozthe, a occident, logue of the eyghe, 

Uoice fro $ ur wyndes þ blow ſo wyde 

Uoice again Jerulalẽ trieth on euery ſyde. 


Uoice a gaine the tẽple agayn þ people alſo, 
Uoice em hulbãdes, voice againe wiues, 


Che Pzologe. Ron 
CThePyologueoftheeyghe ee ern ee eans.. 


Ochas makethhere an exclamacion 

Agapn the (ewes great vnkyndneſſe, 

B3ought bi the romains.their cite adoun 
Lyke as the ſtozydydhere tokoze exp2eſſe, 
Cheydiſparcled to lie in wetchednefſe, 
By gods hand puniſhed fo they: outrage, 
Fo: ẽuer to liue in tribute and ſeruage, 


folowyng myne auctoz,J caſt toʒ to touch 

Soas Jcan reherſyng the manere, 

owe John Bochas lying on his couche, 
pake tohimſelfe.ſayd asye Hall here: 

ut hy arte thou ſo dul of loke and chere: 

Lyke a man thyface beareth voptneſle, 

Chat himdiſpoſeth to lyue in pole neſle. 

Cette s quod John J take right good kepe. 

Of muche trauaple that the outrage 

Hath by longe llombze caſte me in aſlepe: 

My lpmmes feble.croked, and kapnt koz age, 
Caſte in a dzede foz dulneſſe of cozage: 

Fo; to pʒeſume vpon me to take, 

Ok the eyght boke an end koz to make. 


Thou wenylt perauenture in thine opinpon 
By this labour toget the aname, 

Fozto xeherce the (pdain falling doun, 
Indbyſome newe pzoceſſe foz to attame, 
ace the houſe of kame. 


Ok punces ſitting! | | 
In diuers bokes where thou doſt them fynd, 


perpetually to put thy name in minde. 

Thy dayes ſhoꝛt put the in great dzede, 
Ofſuche a labour to take the paſſage: 

The feble the lower is ede 

Thy ſight darked, and thou arte kal in age. 
Among remembzing thinke on this langage 
Whan men be burpe d low in the earth doun, 
Saue of good lung farewell all guerdon. 


Wondipe goodes (hall 1 t ſone, 
Treſgur.connyng.andal chal out of mynde: 
Frendſhip chaligeth,as doth p cloudy mone, 


It gſtrapte nede fowe frendesmendofinde. 
But a good name, whan it is left behind, 


925 eth all ryches,if 9 1 eh erued, 

nd al golde, in colt t locked and conſerued, 
Ot chy labour the fans (hail wexe derke. 

Be waxe X ochas, and hexot take good hede: 
Slouch ſpake to me. and bad me leus warke, 
Fozſ ward; t haue foz thy mede, 
Jobrenſanple thou a e of other rede, 
This was the langage. J had therof routhe, 
Itwene John Bochas d this ladpe Slouthe, 
Bochas aſtonied gan down his heed decline, 


Litze a man hangynge in balauu ce, 
To what partye he ſhulde dys pen auaunces 
To pꝛocede as he vndertoke, 

Oz leue the labour of his eyght boke. 


Atwene twayne abyding thus a while, 

What was to do in doute he gan to ſlete: 
Halfe within and halk ouer the tile, (mete, 
Coude not diſcerne to him what was moſte 
Tyll fraunces Petrack the laureate pocte. 
Crowned wythlaurer. Grace was his gide, - 
Came and ſet him downe by his beddes live, 


And as Bochas out of hys ſlombze abzayve, - 
And gan adawenſomwuhat of hys chers, 
And ſawe Petrarke,lowlyto him he ape 
welcome may ex crowned wopth laurete, 
whiche haue Itaple lyke a ſonne lere. 
with pot try plainlyto diſctiue. 1 58 
Moſt ſoueraynly enlumined vp pour liue. 


J haue deſpꝛed as it is well couthe, * 
Ofrightfu 4 by * 15 9 a 
To do you woꝛſhip tro mp ten nth, - 
And ſo ſhall Jeuer voyde o all Ucar 
Durpng my F nſubſtaynce, - 
Pehave benlanterne1yght and dyzection; = 
Are to ſuppazt mne accuparron. 1 
As in wptyngbokes to comme. 
Chete enſampie ta my great auauntage?s 
Co retour me the rudenes of my ſtile. 
with aureat colours of yourfreflhe langage. 
But nowe foz dulled by umpotence ot age, 
Of Dectepitus marked with many a ligne. 
Mylabour vp of wating J reſigne. , 


Itaſt me not fozthe to pꝛocede, 791 
39587 at a bap foꝛdiuen foꝛ werynes, 
Muod Fra.ÞPetrark leſe not thus thy mede2. 
Peut me ns cauſe to repoꝛt nozerpeſſe, 
In thy lad age, thou haſt found a maiũ tes. 
which the bude d in loth a that isrouthe,.:: © 
And holde th thy rein and ſhe is called ilouth 


An euident token ok frowarde flogard pe. 
Upon ay bedthylimmes Abl 2 
Kyle pp tos hame, fe Acanwelleſp ry. 
Folke that can grone and keit hofyckneſtF; 
Their chambetlayne is called pole nes: 
which layth thypyllow at eue a ine 
Uoydher frour the and et het g with lo a 
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xpoleneCe.here in this pzeſentiife; . 
ich hath tht dzaw awapfro oy 5 
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Mu the not fuer to be contemplatyte. 
Foꝛ het condyrion is to holde ſtryke, 
With cuery vertuous occupacion, 
which men ſhuld voyde of wyſdom and rel. 
In this mater what ſhuld JF long tary: 
Thyſlomb2?lecaue and vp thine etnedzeſſe, 
The boke J made ot life ſolytarye, 
KRemembze cheron, the which in ſybernes, 
@Teacheth the way of vertuous bulynes: 
By and by. who lift rede euerylyne 
Ok contemplacion moꝛal and diupne. 
As Jap erſt yet lyft vp thy loke, 
of ti thy bed, ryle vp anone fs: ſhame, 
Woldeſt p ceſt now vpon thy ſeuenth boke? 
And leaue the eight. in loth thou art to blame: 
zoce de koꝛth and get thyſelf a name. 

nd with one thyng do thy lelk comkozte, 
As thou deſetueſt, meu after ſhalrepozte, 
Make a compariſon twene derknes *lyght, 
Cwene pdle nes and occupacion, 
Cwent fayze dayes and the cloud nighte: 
Cwene acowards pꝛowe lle and hye renoun, 
Cwene vertuous ſpeche x falſe detraction, 
And to conclude all vices to repzeſle, 
Cotitrary to \louthe.is vertuous buſyneſſe, 
Uextuous buſines(O Bochas take hede, 
Keneweth all thynges of olde antiquite: 
Mabketh men tolpue after they be dead, 
Remember the nobles of many a great citpe: 
And ne were waiters al were gone parde, 
Whherfoze Bochas ſyth p art nere the lande. 
Suffre not thy ſhyp to lomble on the lande. 


J meane as thus the (hyp of thy trauaple, 
Dyich hath paſſed the fe of bokesſeuen, 
Caſt not ankretyll thou haue good riuaple, 
Let no tempefi of thundze noʒ of leuin 
Noz no wyndes of the cloudyt heueu 

no kals taglers of demets the will bliue, 
— thy laboute and let thy (hip to ariue. 


Haſte ou thy way let grace croſſe thyſayl, 
all on not ande of wilful negiygence: 

good wyll be che fe ot thy cdunſayle, 

To gye thy cother let entyze diligence. 

N vitae [ayle aud wine to thy diſpence, 

pet at che lat thenkekoꝛth y fo cout 

Dome ropatpunce ſhal quite rhe thy labour. 

CThinke pywuting auctoꝛs did theyzpayne 
To peus punces they: commendations, 

To Kemuss.Komulus called :oliders twain 
Of Rome towne and ot two Scipions, 

Che bm de, ꝛude ce of two Catons, 
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 Byenſample of whome, loke that thou do ſg, 


Of eas de nage is, 


Of P2ophetes they wꝛote the pꝛopheſies, 
And the nobleſſe of olde Mopſes: 

Ok poetes the laureatpoeſies, 

The koꝛce of Säpſon p ſtrength of Hercules 
Ok two grees pPy2rus and Ichylles, 

By their wꝛyting bokes ſay the ſame, 
Unto this day pet endureth the name. 


And he that can, andceaſeth fo: to wyte 
Notable enſamples ofourpzedeceſſours, 
Okenuye men wyll him atwite, (floures; 
That he in gardayns let peryſhe the holſome 
Jnſondzy wyſe that might do great ſocouts, 
Labour foz other and ſpare not thy trauayle, 
Fo: bertuons laboʒ agayn ſl outh doth auaie, 
A thing remembzed of antiquite, 
Is whan there is ſet a fayze ymage 
Ok a pzince , of hye oz lowe degre, 
Oz of aperſon apzynte of his viſage; © 
Gladdeth his frende quicketh his cozage, 
And ſemblablpbpexample men map fynde, 
Things foꝛgotten dy witing come to minde, 
And foz to make out names perdurable, 
And out merites to put in memo. 
__ eſchewe pod — be ſtable, - 
at labour may of ſlouth haue the , 
Toclayme a ſee in the heuenly Body pov 
Diſpyte of ydlenes andfozthering ot vertus; 
Fyne of our labour be yeue to Chatit Jen. 
han Petrark had rehercedthis lellon, 
In tebukingok vicious ydelnes, | 
Bochas ſuppzſed and maued of reaſort, 
Roſefrom 
well ouercamt the impotent febienes 
Ok trabed age that Bochas vndertoke 
Lan pmplyſhe dy his eight boke. 
I following aktet fo; dulled fo: rudenelle⸗ 
MBoze thank the eo re * 
cob 


| let my date; 
Luſte of yonthe pa freſhnes. | 


Colonrs of rethozike tohelpe me tranſlate; 5 
were faded away, J'wasbozne in Lydgate, 
woher Bacchus lycour doth fullſcarſlyſete, 
Mp d2ye foule foztodewe and wete. 
eget ol wary age hath kozdulle dme, 
Tre mblp 
e e 
6 menglipche toendyte; 
tin thts labour truelyme to arquite, 
ſhalpzoteve as it is to me due, | 
u theſe twobokes Bochas foz to un. 
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couche, and gan his pen d2efſes 


ynge ſoprites let mp hande tow 5 bs 


CTHe firſte Chapter. 


C Powe the pꝛoude tiraunte Domician Em⸗ 
peroure of Rome, and manye other Empe⸗ 
roures andNobles, fo; their outrages and 
wꝛetchednes, miſcheuouſipe ended. 


7THhBzotherto Titus ſonne ofUaſpacian. 
Came next io2dze as wyiteth mine autour 
The pꝛoude ambicious called Domician, 
Chat was in Rome crovned Emperour: 
An extoꝛcionet, and afalſe pillour, 

Pꝛoudly cũ maunded (in his eſtate vy ſtalied) 
Ok all the woꝛlde he ſhulde a God be called. 


chʒuqh hye pʒeſũpcion oł᷑ him it is eke tolde, 
Aether ol tymber kozuin, noꝛ of Kone, 
Set vp images of ſyluer and of golde, 

n token there was no God but he alone: 
In to Pathmos he exyled eke ſaynt John, 
And agayne criſten the ſeconde next Neron, 
That began firſt the perſecucion. 


Chis ſame tyzaunt, refanyng in his eſtate, 
Co all the citye was paſſinge odyous: 

Beſt and moſt woꝛthy he ewe of the ſenate, 
And vnto all that were vertuous 

Woztall enemy,and moſte malicious. 

Ind fo: ſlaughter ofſenatours in the toune, 
Aſked the triumph as made is mencyon. 


Made amonge iewes, by kul great outrage, 
where as he had greateſt ſuſpicton 

Co ſlee al tho that were ofthelynage, 

Ok Dauids kinred, and ok kinge Salomon, 
Leaſt he were put out of dominacion: 
Amonge iewes this was hys meanynge, 
Slewe all tho that was bozne tobe kyng. 


Impd the palays as God wolde of right 
j2unylh a tp2aunt and quite him hys mede, 
This Domician was ſlayne vpon anyght: 
Dis caraine after vnburyed as Jrede, 
And Comodus doth afrer him ſuccede, 
whiche was all peue by fleſhlp appetite, 
CToleaue all vertue,and kolowe his delyte. 


(Theatre plapes of cuſtome he did vſe 
As was the cuſtome there and the vlage, 
His like in vices he falſlye didabuſe, 

In lechetous luſtes\pent al hys yonge age: 
To the romaynes did ful great domage, 

Fo2 of the ſenate that were moſte vertuous, 
were kalſlpe ſlapne by this Comodus, 


TheeyghtBooke. 


Fol. it. 


e ſtroke of thunder dente, 
And kirpe lightning þ came down fro henen, 
The common ipbzary was of the cyte bzente, 
Wyth bokesof all the craftes ſeuen, 
Bokes ofpoctes mothen Jcan neuyn: 


And Comodus b2euelytotermpne, 


was ſlayn and ſtrangled by hys concubyne, 


Helinus Pertynar came nexte onthe tinge, 
Ozdained after Emperour of that toun, 
Olde, and vnweldy. lame in his ginning: 
Akter whom the boke maketh mencion 

By no title ofſucceſſion 

But an intruſour one called Julpan,. 


The ſtate vſurping to reignethere began. 


But of the noble lynage African, 

Bone in Tripolis a mighty great citye, 
One Seuerus that was aknightly man, 
Gadzed of romayns a wondze great mepne: 
Bothe made ſtronge, Julian met and he 
At Pont miluin a citie of Jtayle, 
And there was Julpan Ilaine in batapl: 


Seuerus afterentredtheempyze, 
And toke vpon him the dominacion: 
Upon criſten of malice ſet a ke, 
Began againe themaperſecucion, 
Of tyzannye and falſe ambicion. 
But one of Egipt called Boſcennius 


Againe Seuetus gan to wozke thus. 


Gadzed meyny Severus fo: to aſſafle; - 

In purpoſe fully and theron didhys payne. 
Firſt with him to haue a great batayle, 

Next ot thempyꝛe the crowne fo2 to attapne: 
But pe ſhal heare what fel on theſe twapne: 
On pPoſcenntius fill the diſcomfiture, 

Ind Heuerus themppꝛe dothe cecure. 


In his purpoſe oꝛ he might auade, 

with one Albinus that was a manly knyght, 

| had in Saule a full great batayle, 
ullgreatbloudſhedin that moztall 2 

Albinus ſlaine ok very fozce and myght, 

Seuetus altet entred in Bzetayne, 

Caught ſicknes and died of the paine. 


Aktet Seuerus next tame Intonine; 


Ot whom the fro oſicion 
As all pork of Um dete wine ha 


s buſines and 
Set holy in fieſhiy diſect 
Sofalfealuſt his cozage did aſfayle 9 


ion 
acion 
Aa. ii. Among 


Amonge Parthois fl ayne inbatayle 


Macrinus after tofoze Bochas came down, 
ma pꝛeke cte in Rome the cyte 

Of the pꝛetoyꝛ. a nd by inuaſion 

Came to the imperialifamous dignitye, 
Occuppyeda yere-ſatz inhys imperyalſe, 
Cyl foztune lyſt hym ſo diſgrade, 
Amonge his knightes ſlayne at Irchelade. 


came Aurelius ſurnamed Antonpne, 
great rybaude paſſyng lecherous, | 

et was he byſHop as auctoures determine, 
nthe temple of Heliogabalus: 

nd in his time was one Sabeliug _ 

A falſe heretike,of whom gan the names, 
Ok a ſecte called Sabellianes. 


This ſaid Aurelius againe all nature, 

Of falſe pꝛeſumpcion in bokes it is told, 
Wolde not purge his wombe bynature, 
But in veſſels that were made of golde: 
And in dilpyte, whan that he was old. 
Slaine of his hnightes and not afterlonge, 
Dis carayne was thzown in a gonge. 


After this pzoude fozeſayde Antonine 

In ts themppꝛe bycuſt election, | 

Ok ſenatours as bokes determpne, 

Came Aurelius and fo: his hye renoune 
Hurnamed Aliſaunder, as made is mencid: 
Fought with Perciens like a manly knight, 
And there king Xerxes was put vatofl yght. 


This Jurelius this pzoud knyghtly man, 
Whanhe ſate iudge inthe conſiſto p. 
There ſate one with him called Ulpian. 
A great ciuilian notable of memozy: 

Df whome it is to his encreace of glozy, 
Repoꝛted thus by great auctozite, 

He of dige nes made bokes thze. 


Full piteouſiy this emperoure loſt hislyfe, 
Caſuelly as made is mencion, 

Among his knightes by a ſodapne ſtrife, 
Where he was ii aine in that diſcencion; 
After whoſe ende fo: ſhozt concluſion 
Tofoze Bochas the boke wel telcan 
Came Maximus and with him Gozdpan 


Maximinus the cronicle doth e xpꝛe s, 
- Chole of his knizghtes and hisſoudiours, 
Fo: his victozious matcpall hye ptowefſe, 


- -"Theeyghe 


Ifter ſfrongenmyas mine autoute ſayth A 
With all his power vnto criſten fayth 


He was enemy his life who liſt to ſene 
Co criſten clerkes of auctoute, 

And ſpecially to olde Ozige ne 

But in his moſte furious cruelte, 

In Iquyleya a mighty ſtronge countre, 
Ok aprefecte called Pupienbe was Naine 
Df whole 


Next by the ſenate choſen was Gozdpan, 
Firſt agaynſte Parthois he caſt hi to werrey, 
Df Janus temple(whan the werre began) 
He made the gates be opened wyth the keye: 
Whiche was a token as old e bokes ſeye, 
Tho gates opened to folkes nye and ferre, 
Chat wb their fone p romayns wold werte. 


With Parthois firſt thisſaid Soꝛdian 

To holde werre faſt he gan him ſpede, 

And vpon them alway the felde he wan: 
Akter he ſped him in to Perte and MWede, 
Alwape victocous in bataple as J rede, 
Upon Eukrates ſlapne as Jfyude, 

By falſe treaſonÞcronicle maketh mynde. 


Next in oꝛdꝛe came Philip byhis name, 

8 ſonne eke philip came with him alſo, 
en auctour Bochas rehercethpſame: 
The father.the ſonne.baptiſed bothe two. 
Right ſad and wyſe in that they had todo, 
And were the firſt criſten of echone, 
Empetozs tekened fog ther tofoze was none 


By Ponciusthe marty; as Jrede, 

Jn Weyaa famous great cpte, 

They were baptyſed,# afterward? in dede 
Slayne inbatayle foz theylyſt not fle: 
Cofore their dethe bothe of aſſent parde, 
Their treaſourhole that were imperial, 
To chꝛiſtes church J fpnde they gaue it all 


Che Biſhop Sixtus toke poſſeſſion, 
Ucrtuoully afſignedit to Laurence; 
Therofto make diftribucion 


Co pooze folke in theit indigence: 

5 5 — by cruell we you's h 
cius agaynthe toke aftryfe, 

Cauſedholy Laurẽce by 2 loſehas life 


Chis ſame Decius curſed andcruell, 


Done in Almapne, and amonge Emperours And fozhe was ſubte il talſe, and 


Det vpin Rome maligrs the ſepatours: 


Cauſed ſlaughterof theſe 22 
UN 


dethe criſten men were full fayne, 


we tz = }þ©- 


- Booke. 


Byſletght #falſhedhe dyd hys buſy paine, 
Co the emppꝛe by force fo: to attapne: 

The ſeuenth tyzaunt,bpperſecucion 

which agayn chziſten folk toke firſt occaſion. 


Myne auctour waiteth time of this Deciues 
Che holy Hermyte example of perkpte nelle. 
By dape s old called Intonpus. 

Liued in deſe rte ferre out in wildernes: 

Is an Hermpte diſpyſing al ryche s. 

Lpued by krute and rotes as men tell. 
Indofperfection dzanke water of the well. 


Upon Decius fo: his curſednes 

— — chꝛiſten which gaue ſo hard ſentence, 
Thzugh Rome 4 Jtavle mpne auctoz bereth 
In euerpeyte was grete peſtilẽ ce: (witnelle, 
Chat by the ſodaine deadly violence 

Che hertes ot men dependinge in a traunce, 
To ſaue their liues coude no che uilaunce. 


Ok this mater wzite nomozc Jean, 

Co this emperour J wyll reſozte agayne, 
Speke of Gallus andUolucian, | 
Chat buſp were theirlaboure was in vaine, 
Cheit time ſhoꝛt as ſome bokesſaine, 

Foz Martyn wiiteth an olde cronpculere, 
Jnthempyze they reigned but two pere. 


But bothe were ſlayne by the pzocuring, 
And by the purchace of one Emelyan, 

A romapne knight whiche byſlye wozkinge; 
Tooccupye thempyze thobegan: 

al pry the Lo2dſhyp there h- wan. 
Whoſe lozdſhipfo2 hap andlacke of grace, 
Nolenger laſt then two monthes ſpace. 


Thislytell chapter as tokoze is ſene, 

Re herce d hath and tolde in woꝛdes plapne, 
Ok emperours almoſt full fourtene, 

And ok all we re good none but twapne: 
whiche toreherce J haue do mypaine, 
And to pꝛoce de further as J began, 

I muſt wzyte of one Ualeryan. 


Js ſonne and he calledGaliene 

Co all chuſten bare great enmpte. 
Slew al thotheirlegendmenmaiſene; 
Thatſerued C bꝛiſt tntrouth and equptie: 
whole perſecuſion and hatefulcruelte 
Abated was, as I can well reherce, 

'Byone Sapoz that was kyng of Perce, 


|. -Bykozce of armes Hapoz this mighty king, 


Jol. ti. 


San in Aſia and with his hoft came doun. 
By tyg te, Eukrates, a knightly ſo rydyng 
Towarde the partyes of Septemtryon, 
To Caucaſus not ferre fro Babylon 
Indall Surrye he pꝛoudlpe dyd afſayple, 
And Capadoce he wan eke bybatayle. 


Whom fo: to mete came Uale rian, 

To Weſopotayme with many legions: 
The werre was ſtrog,but this kuightly man 
This hardy Sapoꝛ with his champions 
The felde hath wonne with all the legions 
Akoꝛe xeherced,and though Perce he lad 
Ualer ian boude with cha ynes roũd and lad. 


De was by Sapo2 maugre bys vyſage, 
ThisUaleriiſoftraytly brought to wake, 
Lyke apuſonerbounde toſeruage, 
Byobeyſaunce that founde were no lacke, 
Co knele on foure and pzofre his backe, 
Unto Sapoz whan hym liſt to ride, 
Therby to mounte foz al his gre at pꝛyde 


This was the off yce of Valerian 
Byſeruitude duryng many a pere, 
Wherfoze he was called of many a man. 
Che aſſendyng ſtocke in to the ſadyll nere: 
M hiche is in frenche called a mountuere, 
This was his off ice to bowe doun his coxfe, 
Mhan Þ king Sapoz ſhulde light on hole. 


This is the guerdon & fatour of foztune, 
Her olde manertopztuces and to kynges, 
Het double cuſtome vſed in commune, 

By ſodayne thaunge of all woꝛldly thynges: 
Akter triumphes and their vprifinges, | 
What folovoeth after Here well tell J can, 
F take recozde of Ualerpan. 


Thys Lady foztune the blynde fell goddes 
Co Ualertan ſhewed her elfe vnſtable, 
Taught him a leſlon ofthe doublenes, 

Co E ſhe was fauourable, 

But pet he was to cruell and vengeable, 
Nuyth his fete de uoyde of all fauoure, 
Tofoyle the backe of an emperoutr. 


Ok olde ithathe be ſonge and cried louvde; 
Recozde on Cy2us, and many other ma, 
Kinges of Perce of cuſtome haue be pzoude, 
Akter punyſhed and chaſtiſed ee alſo, 

unces of mercy ſhulde take hede therta. 
fter victozy in their e ate notable, 
To their pziſoners foz tobe 2 

il. 


Myne auto: Bdchas in this mater tel can. 
Kebuke tyzauntes that were bydayes old, 
Turnethhis file ſpeketh to Malerian, 
Wherebe thy rubies a ſaphires ſet ingolde? 
Che ryche pterles and rynges mantkolde: 
That þ were wont to weare vpon thy hods: 
Nowas a w2etch art boũd in fozayn bondes. 


where thou were wonte of furyous crueitte, 
Clad in purple within Kome toune, 
CoChuſt contrary in thyne imperyallſe, 
Gaue dome on marty2s toſuffre paſſion: 
Nowe lyeſt thou bound fettredin pzeſon, | 
Tokyng Sapoz conltrayned toenclyne, 
whan he lyſt ryde bothe necke and chine. 


Thus art thou fall in thine imperialſtage, 
Thinke on foztune t haue her in memozy, 
She hath the caſt in thzaldom and letuage: 
Andeclypſed all thine olde glozy. 

where thou ſate whilom in the conſiftozye 
Is anemperoiur and a mighty iwdge , 

Lyeſt bound in chayns #knoweſt norefuge, 


It is fall ferre out of thy myndt 

The knightly de de of woꝛthy Bublpus⸗ 
Ot Rome a captayne ozdayned as 4 finde, 
Tofyght agayne Atiſtomachus, 

Kyng of Alpe, ot foztune it feli thus: 
was the romayns dyd the felde fozlaks, 
This Publius amonge his fone was tabe, 


This noble pznce ſtanding in dꝛedekul cace, 
His lyfe # wozlhyp dependyng atwen twayn, 
In his hande holding a ſturdy mace, 
Smyt out one of his epen twayne, 

Ot him that led him, that other fo the payne 
Chat he kelte and the great ſmerte, 

@oke a dagger à cout Publyus tothe herte. 


which loue d moꝛe his wozſhip thã his lyfe, 
Chaſe rather to dye than liue inſeruage, 
This conceite he had in his imaginatife, 
Indconſidzed\pthe he was in age, 

To laue his honoute it was moze auautage, 
So to be ſlayne his wozſhyp to conſe rue. 
Than lyke a beaſt in pʒiſon foz to ſit tue. 


Foꝛtune his chaptre of him it was not rad, 
AgSUalerus maketh mencion, 

After whoſe conceyte no man in vertue ſad 
Shulde not longe languyſhe in puſon; 
But rather choſe lyke his opinion 

Of manlp fozce aud kaightiy excellence, 


Che eyght 


The dethe endure ok longe abſtyne nc. 


As whylom dyd the pzinceſſe Agripine, 
whan ſhe in p2iſon lay fettred and bound, 
Ok her fre choyce ſhe felt great pyne. 

Ot hungre and thurſt in ſtoꝛy it is found: 
That ſhe lay pale grofe vpon the grounde, 
Maugte Tibery and let her goſt ſo wende, 
Out of her bodye this was her fatall ende. 


Chou ſtode ferre of all ſuche fantaſy, 
Iſpeke of the(O thou Ualerian) 

Thy cruell herte of falſe malencolye, 

Made whylom dpe manya chziſten man 
And marty2.,ſyth Chꝛiſtes faythe began: 
Which foꝛ mankpnde dyed bpon the Rode 
There fo; tacqupte hym lyſte ſhed hys blode. 


Agapne his lawe thou were impacient, 
And impoztune by perſecucion, 

Thou dydeit fauour # ſuffre in thine entent. 
That Egipciens dpd their oblacion, 

Their ſacryfices and ryte vp ſo doun, 
Unto pdols of frowarde wylfulneſſe, 
That was of Egipt called chefe goddeſſe. 


Fauourable thou were in thy deſire, 
Toſuffre Jewes their ſabote to obſerue: 
And Caldeis to wozſhpp the kyze, 

And foike of Crete Saturne toſerne; 
And criſten men thou madeſt falſly ſterue 
Ot whole lawe fo thou dyd not retche, 
Thou died in pzeld at miſchefe like a wzetch, 


T de. ii. Chapter. 
C Howe Gallyen ſonne of Ualert- 
an was ſlayne, 


Ext in 02dze to Bochas tho cie doun; 
Sonne of Ualerian one called Gallien 
But koz great hozrible effuſion 
Ok chuſten bloud that men might lene. 
Shed by Ualerian, Sed woldit ſhulde bene 
he wed openly to romains by vengaunce, 
Ok manye a countre ſodaine diſobeyſgunce, 


They of Almapne the Alpes d 

Unto Rauenne a cite of 4 Foy 
Gothes alſo pzoude of chere and face; 

Bad agayne grekes many a great batayle: 
Aud they of Hiigry armed in plate a mayle; 
wyth them of Denmarke furious and cruell, 
Igaxne romapns werte ofalſent rebeil, 


— 


Bont. 


To whoſe domage in this meane whyle, 
Imonge romapns it is befall thus: 
wofull werres whiche called bene ciuile, 
Gan inthe cyte cruell and diſpiteous. 
Firſt whan they met was flayne Gemyus 
which firſt toke on him in bokes as JF rede 
Ok hye cozage to wearepurple wede. 


One Poſthumus a mighty ſtrong romayne; 
Kept all Gaule vnderſubiection 

Co their auaple after vnwarlyſtaine, 
Imong his knightes fo: al his bye renoun, 
By aſodayne vncouthe diſcencion: 

Next Uictozyne hauing the gouernaunce; 
Of al Gaule was firſt ſlapne in Fraunce, 


But Gallien of whom J ſpake tokozne, 
Sonne and hepze toUalerian, 

Ju Domination ofpurpoſe he hath lozne 
n Re publica whan he began, 

Lyke acontrarious anda frowarde man, 
wext lecherous and obſtinate ofliuinge, 
It miſchefe ſlapne this was hys endynge. 


Che. lii. Chapiter. 
C Howe Quintilius was mut⸗ 


dzed by women. 0 


Ext Gallien came one Quintilius, 
Na man remembzedofgreatatteperxaſice 
Bꝛother ok byꝛth to great Slaudius, 
wiſs and diſcrete in al hys gouernaunce. 
who may of foztune elchue the chaunce? 
To vupte his ende ſhoztiye ina clauſe | 
Of women murdzed J can not ſay the cauſe, 


Che.iiii. Chapiter. 
Ok Jurielan in Denmarke bozne, 


F Denmarke bozn next came Aurelian, 
A wozthy knight his enemies to aſCailc: 
” Igaimn Gothes a great warre he began, 
Gate victozy in many ftronge batayle- 
whoſe noble conqueſt greatly dyd ausyle 

Co comon pzofyt.koz alhis wozke parde, 
was to the encre ace of Rome the cyte. 


He recuted all the Septemtrion, 

And weſtwarde had many a great victozp: 
Amonge other J fpnde that he was one, 
Aſkedthe triumphe to be put in memozye., 
But there was a thing eclipſedhis glozpe. 
which did p light of hisknighthodwithdzaw, 
Jorhe was enemy to Chziſt and to hes lawe, 
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Fol. ici. 


Ot him Bochas lyftno maze to wiyte; 
But in hisboke go foꝛthe as he began. 
Ok one rembzing that called was Tacyte 
whych was ſUccefſour to Jurelian, 

And afterhimſuceeded Folozian 

Dk which twayne no remembzatice J fynde 
That is notable t o put in mynde. | 


Che. vb. Chapter. 
Dowe Pꝛobus diſcomfitedromayng 
and after was flayns. 


Pꝛobus after raygned fullſeuen pere 
Jndfour monthes, which byhis hye rendun. 
Gain went Saturninus i a knightlichere, 
Bꝛought himp2oudlytoſudicction, 

Not withſt andyng that he in Rome toun 
Toke vpon hym of wylkull tyꝛannp, 

Yoly thempyze fozto rule andgye. 


Beſyde the cyte called Jarypyne. 
This ſayd Pꝛobus gayne many roinayne; 
— — — to — 

oztulus a mightpſtronge captayne 
TUpth one Bonoſus a both they — lon: 
And all their meyny of veryfozce andmight, 
Slayn mp felde the remnaſit put to il yghte; 


Ifter this batayle and this diſcomfyture, 

5 was lodged i Smyzmie a gret cyte, 
nd there vnwarelyofſodayne auenture, 

Slapne in a tour that called was Ferte, 

But a ſmallſeaſon laſt his pꝛol petite. 

Siche is foꝛtune let no man in her truft; 

All wozldly thynges chaungyng as ſhe luſt. 


| The. bi. Chapter. 
C Howe Carus and his twoſonnes 
were miſcheued. | 


Okoze Bochas Carus next came doun, 
with his two ſonne s Au me ria + Carine 
+. And as 1 was boꝛne in Rarbon: 
But whan that hemoſt clerely dyd ſhyne, 
By big knighthode, plainly to termine, 
Jnhis emppze He gate cyties twayne, (ne 
Chole à Theſophont in Parthia w gret pay⸗ 


Berpꝛe Tygre a famous ſwyfteryuere 
e pight his tentes caſt hem there abide: 


Aſodaynelightninghisface came ſo nere: 


Smyt all to poude2 foz all his great p2yde, 
And Kumerian that ſtede by hys ſyde, 
Had 1 — that was ſeut fro heayn, 
oſt bothe yts 2 the firy leuyn. 
d. iii, 


vis 


his other ſonne Carinus agood knight, 
In Dalmacia had all the gouernaunce: 
And koꝛ that he gouerned not a righte, 

He was caſt downe à loſt all his puiſſaunce, 
Uicious lyte cometh alway to miſchaunce. 
Sepcius choſe Dalmacia fo; to gye, 
Amonge his knightes murdꝛed of enuy, 


Che vii. Chapter. 
¶ How the bardy Que ne zenobia fought 
with Aurelian. and was take 


Ine auctoꝛ here no lẽget lyſt ſotourne, 

Ok theſe ẽpe tours Þ kalle s fozto waite, 

But in al haſte he doth his ſtile tourne, 

Cozencbyahirſtozptoendyte: 

But foz Chaucer dyd him ſo well acquite 
n his tragedyes herpyteous fal toentreat, 

Aurea ouet tehetl ng but the great. 


In his bokes of Caunterbury tales 

This ſouetapne poete of Bzutes Jlbyon, 
Th2ugh pilgrimes tolde by hilles and vales, 
where, ot zenobya is made mencion, 

Ot her noble ſle and her hye renoun, 

In a tragedye compendyouſlve tolde al, 
Het marcial pzoweſſe,and her pyteous fall, 


Fine auctour firſt afyzmeth howe that lhe, 
Diſcended was to tell of het lynage, 

Bone of the ſtocke of wozthye Tholome, 
Kyng of Egypt.full notable in that age: 
Andthis zenobya experte in alllangage, 
wyſe of tounſ ayle and of great pzudence, 
pPaſed all other in fame of eloquence, 


Amonge ſhe was armed in plate #mayle, 
Of palmpꝛences wedded to the kyng, 
Called Ode natus pꝛudent in batayie 

She was alſoby recozde of e 
rdy and ſttonge her lozdlhip dekendinge, 
augre al tho with her cheualry, 

Agapnſt all them that wzongly toke party. 


By Odenatus ſhe hadſonnes twayne 
remanus called was that one, 
nd Tymolausof beautpe ſouetapne, 
After wyoſe byꝛthe their father gan anone 
Co occuppy the pzoupnces cuerpthone 
Ot perce a ede. dy pꝛoces made thẽ ſlene. 
Ot ze nobpa the hardy wle Quene 


whyle Odenatus wext glozious 7 
Ju gu conqueſt thzughout Perce 6 Ped, 


Theeyght 


Slayne he was by one Mionius. | 
Mhiche to the kyng was coſyn as Jred:; - 
But foꝛ bycauſe ofthis hozrible dede, 

And fo: the murdze of king Odenate, 

De dyedat miſchefe,and paſſedinto fate. 


By pꝛoceſſe attet ʒe nobpa the quene. 

Toke her two ſõnes ⁊ pꝛoudly dyd the lede. 
Tofoze her chare, the men might themſene, 
How they were bozne as pztnces to ſuctede: 
Made them like kinges clad in purple wede. 
Them to dekende this mightye creature, 
Hardy as Lyon toke on het armure. 


fot al cs Ln and knights ſhe had ſens 
ugre the romains pꝛoudly gan herſ 
All the parties of the —— a 
oy on ern wy ous ſo — 

ode nothyng in d 
Called Jureltan methim in * "ou 
With her meynyp;oudly didaſſaple. 


On outher ſydeÞ day great bloud was 

The ſtroke of foꝛtunt withſtãt no — 
The quene zenobia was taken a foꝛthe led, 
Fought firſt as longe as ſhe might endure, 
WithtTich tones fret was hirarmure, 

wW whomthemperour fo entrig Rometoun; 
Of triumphe requited the guerdon. 


He dempt it was couenable andſittinge, 
This Empetout this pzoud Yurelian, 

Co aſke the triumph it was ſo great a thing; 
Co take ze nobia that ſuch a werte began, 
Gapne romapns this marcial woman 

Foz J ſuppoſe of no womanboane, 

Was neuerqueneſohardy ſene afozne. 


This hardy pꝛinceſſe fot al hit crueltpe, 
whole renome thzugh the woꝛld was know; 


With dockes ot golde was bought to p citi, 


from hype eſtate inpouerte plunged lowe. 
A wynde contraryfoztune hath oblow, 
That che alas, hath pitoufly made kal. 
Het in that pzowelle paſſed wemen al. 


The triumphe peuen to Yurelian, 
Fo: the conqueſt he had vpon this quene, 
ge- a, came Dyocliſian, 
ome in Balmacia his ſto 8 
eee 
xlekes as ſapthe the cro 
Bycaule that he wag but eden, / 
OH 


' Booke. 


Other mencion is none ok his linagt. 
Ok his byꝛthe fozſoke the region, 
Left his craft of Rego toztlage. 
Gaue him to armes and bpelection, 


Choſe tobe empero2 #regne in Rome toun, 


Firft into Saule he ſent a great power, 


JndMaximian he made his vicar. 
Pis vicar there had manya great batayle, 
Upon ſuche people that by rebellion, 


Gan frowardly and contraryto aſſaile, 
Toobey his loꝛdſhip within that region. 
Tyll Carauſiusby commiſſion 

And an hardy knight vndze Maxpmpan. 
Them to chaſtiſe toke on himiyke a man. 


But by pꝛoceſſe the >ozy doth deuile 
His lozdſhyp there dyd great domage, 
Co common p2ofit, lo he by couetyle 
The countre robbed by kull greate outrage: 
And tohim elke he toke all the pyllage, 
And ol pꝛeſumption ware the colour 

Ok ryche purple like an emperoure. - 


This Caraſius of Bꝛetayns twapne 
Pꝛoudly vſurped to be their gouernour, 
Lyhke a tebell agapne Rome dyd his payne, 
And buſ ped him by marciall laboure, 

with many a ſtraunge fozayne ſoudyoure: 
7 no title nozcommyſlion, 
Contynuedlonge in hys rebellyon, 


Wherof aſtonied was Diocliſian. 


Se yng this milchefe dzedful and perillous: 


Oꝛdayned in haſte that Maximilian. 

Was lurnamed and called Hetculius, 
Made hym emperourcalledJguſtus, 
Whiche had a foze no moze Couernaunce, 
But Gaule whiche now is called Fraunce. 


Alſo mote onet this Diocliſian 
Made in thys whyle gouernours twayne, 
Conſtancius and one Maximian. 


Surnamed Salerius Cöſtancius i cert ayn: 


In this whyle to we dde he dyd his payne 
Doughterof Maximian called Herculius, 
Named the odoꝛa mn auctoz wꝛiteth thus. 


ByTheodoz this Conſtancius 
Had ſixe childꝛen in trewe mariage, 


Whiche afte rwarde when he came to age, 
Foꝛ his manhode and marciall cozage, 


was choſeaud made 02d and gouernour, From occupation his ref 


Bꝛodet to Cõſtatyne p tronicle telleth thus, 


Fol. b. 
Of all the woꝛlde, and crowned emperoure. 


Carauſius whith had ful ſeuen pere 

Le as Jtolde rebelled in Bzerayne, 
Agaynſt the romayns, a great exto2cionere: 
I knighte Allectus that did at hym diſdayne 
Murdꝛed him, and after did his payne, 
By foꝛce onlp and extoꝛt tyꝛannp, 
Fully thze pere s his place to occupye. 


Tyll Aſciepio was ſent from Rome doutt, 
Slewe Allectus maugre all his myght: 
B20ught all Bzetapne to ſubiection. 

Ok the romayns.lyke as it was ryght. 
And in this while like a manly knight, 
Fo: Italiens gan romayns diſobey, 
Conſtancius gan pzoudly them wetrey. 


He firſt wyth them had a ſtronge bataple; * 
His mepayllayne and put to the flighte : 
Ctuſtyng on foꝛtune he gan thẽ efte aflayle: 
And ſixty thoul and were ſlayne in the fight, 
The felde was his thzugh foztunes might, 
As ſhe that coude diſſymule fo: a whyle 

Ind afterwarde falſly him begyle. 


I wpll paſſe duet as bꝛefely as I can; 

Set aſyde all fozapne incidentes: 

Rel oꝛte agapne toDiocliſtan, (tes. 
Which at Aliſ aũdze pꝛoudly pytched his ten⸗ 
The captaine ſlewe,gaue coarnaundeinets 
Co his knightes to do their auauntage, 
Mith the cite by robbynge and pyilage. 


Gan agayne chꝛiſten great perſecucion; 
Uſedthis tyzanny in the Ozient, 

By his bydding Maximian came doun. 

Co warde the parties ofthe Occident: 
Bothe theſe tyzauntes wꝛought by aſſent; 
Under whoſe ſwo2de many marty; deyes, 
Slaynin Octodozi the legion of Thebcies 


At Uerolamye a famous olde cyte | 
Sapnt Albon ſlaine, his legend doth ſo tell: 
And in Rome by furious crueltye, 

Che pope ſlayne that called was Marcel, 
Bytheir ſtatutes and bythen dome s fell 
Churches wert bꝛent. in townes and cyties, 
Loft theirfraunchiſe and al their libetties. 


Frowarde enemy he was to Chutes lawe; 
Made many a martyz to dye foꝛ his ſake: 
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His attomey Maxymyanhe dothe make, 
In his laſt age it is teherced thus, 
Stode in great dꝛede of Conſtantius. 


Che dꝛede ok him ſate ſo nype his hearte, 

— — — — E — 
magining he might not (tart, 

By fraud of him but that he ſhuld dye, 

Amoſte fozfere fyllin afrenſye: 

Df which dꝛede the boke maketh mencion 

He ſlewe him ſelfe by dzinkyng of poiſon. 


As Itolde erſt in the Occident, 
Maximian called Herculius, 

Reygned as Emperour,xeuer in hys entent 
Topurſue martyꝛs he was aye labozus: 

Of whoſe byꝛth Bochas fofid no auctoutes. 
This to ſaye he coude neuerrede, 

Where he was bozne noz of what kynrede, 


Be kindeth no moze of this Maximian 

Ok his vſurpynge in eſſpectall, 

But that he was by Diocliſtan 
Setindignite called impertall: 

Famous in armes pzudent and marcial, 
Daunted al tho that did againe him ſtriue, 
Slewe Gencpans called in nomber fiue 


Rode in Iffrike lyke aconquerour, 
B:oughte to fubie ctions the ſturdy nacſons, 
Foꝛtune that time did him ſuch kauoure: 
Gate Sarmatoiſe with other regions, 
with other cities and many riche towns, 

By his conqueſt of new that he hath won, 
Thzough p wozld his name ſhone like Þ lon. 


Be was cheryſhed in armes from hys youth, 
And didgreate empiſesfozRome the cytie: 
Vet Diocliſian as it is well couthe, 
deck him reſigne his dignitie, 
But he was lothe to fozlake hys ſee, 

Srth he was Lozd andgouerned al, 

Foz to renounce his ſtate imperial. 


But by aſſent of Diocliſſan. 
As he him ſelke hadleft the gouernaunce, 
Euen ſo thys Maxympan. 
Diſcharged him ſelf of his royal puiCaunce. 
But afterwarde he fyllin repentaunce, 
And buſy was as dyuers bokes ſayne, 
The ſtate of Emperour to recure agayne. 


Which foz to ache ue he dydhis diligence. 


De wasdiſtourbed by Galerius; 


Theeyght 


Fozhisſonne that called was Barence 
Put in poſſeſſion. myn auctour wꝛiteth thus, 
Co which thing he gan wexe enuyous, 
And gan o2depne me anes in hys thoucht, 
To trouble him but it auailed nought. 


han his parpoſe myght take none auaple, 
Againe Maxence as Bochas doth diſcrpue, 
His daughter Fauſta that knewohis coũſ ail, 


Diſcuted his purpoſe,fo2 which he ted bliug 
Into Gaule,anddurft no lenget ſtriue: 


And by Conſtantius in Marcile the cite, 
Slayne ſodenlye.loſt al his dignite. 


The. viit.Chapter. , 
Howe Galerius oppzeſſed marty2s and Chif- 
ſtes fayth, and myſchenouflyended. 


Ext tofoze Bochas came Salerius, 

A man diſpoſed to ryot and outrage, 
Euel teached.frowarde, and vicious, 
There is noſto2y that ſpeketh of hys lynage: 
Pet was heſet ful hye vpon the age, 

Of wozldlydignyte.role vp to hye eftate, 
Petinhisginninghe was not foztunate, 


He was ſent out by Diocliſian, 

And made empe tour bp hys auctozite: 
Agapne Narſeus the pzoud knightlyman, 
Reignyng in Perce and Loꝛd of that cofitre, 
Mhiche helde werre with Rome the cyte. 

Fo: which Galeriustoke on him thisempuſe 
wyth myghtye hande hys pꝛyde to chaliyſe. 


Galerius entred inte Perce lande, 
Kinge Narſeus met him ok auenture, | 
Dad a ſtrong batayle. fought hand fozhande, 
His foztune ſuch he might not endure. - 
On Galerius fyll the diſcomfyture, 

Clad in purple as made is mencyon, 

Of Diocliſian tecepued hys guerdon, 


At their meting anone oz they were ware, 
Diocliſtan made him to abide, 


Co his confuſyon,ſptting in his chart 
Co walke on fote by the charesſyde, 


Myth many a rebuke abatedwas hispzyde: 
Galerius fo; the great ſhame, 
Gan \eke a meane agapne to get hys name. 


Came foꝛ to aſſemble hysoldſoudiours, 
Made fo; his ozdinafice by diligent wozkig? 
Chaſe out the beſt pꝛoued warryours, 

With a great hoſte to Perce he came _ 
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Andofte there fought with the ding · 
That the perciens maugre al at myght, 
were of Galerius that dat put to flight. 


Tt efelde was his . he gategreaterirhes, 
Rodbe dtheit tentes, and wãn there pillage, 
In this teſoꝛt teceiued in ſothnes, 
n great nobles becauſe of that voyage: 
bus can foꝛtune chaunge her vylage> 
Ot Diocliſian wherehe ſtode in diſdaimne, 
wyth newe tryumphe reloztedis agayncee 
This cloudy quene ſtadeth neuer in certain. 
whoſe double whele quauereth euer in dout: 
Of whyſe fauour no man hath be certayne, 
Though one hauegrace anotherisput out. 
Let euerye man as it cometh about, 
Cake his toutne, and neuer in her allute 
Faylynge in armes is but aue nture. 


Thus Galerius aftet hys batayle, 
Onþderciens gan wexe glozpous, | 
Souerned Iffrike and loĩdſhyp ot Jtayle, 
Chꝛoughout the Ozient he was victo nous. 
Cyll he fo} age gan were tedious. 

His laſt dayes maltgned as men ſaith. 
Offalſe hatred agaput chuſten kayth. 


And him to healpe in theſe kalſe maters, 

tis remembzed ,tohis confuſion 

n his emppꝛe he let two vicars, 

aue them power in euetptegion. 

Che lawe of Chziſt to oppꝛes and put downe, 
Copunpſhe marters. and put them to deathe. 
And in this whyle tul manpe one he lleeth. 


By this ſapd truell Galetrius, | 


which of thempyze had al the gouernaunce, 


Ot curſed hart and cozage diſpiteous, 
Byhis vſurped imperpal puiſſaunce. 
Gaut auctoaite foz to do vengaunte, 
Untotwatne Seuerus and Watxence, 
On alcriſten by moꝛtal vyolence. 


A tertapne ſpace bothe of one acroꝛde 
Co the ſtate ol —— choſe was Maxẽ ce, 
En Seuetus and he fell atdyſcozbe, - 
And alte t by be ngable pe ſtylence, 
wathin a city of noble pe eminence. 
Called Kauenve,Seacrus ther was flaynt. 
Df whiche Galerius was nothynge faine, 
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Fol. W. 


Chare out of Denmarze a knight Lucinins 
To be emperourthzouoh knightly excelizce. 
Fo: to withſtand and fight agayn ar? uce; 
But Maxence of romayne knightes all, 

was choſen emperour and ſet vp in his tall: 


tith which election Galerius wext voobe, 
Jil ina manerof frowardfrenſy: t 
His entraile brent coxrupt was his bloude, 
Ind ol his froward vengable malady, -- 
In every me mbꝛe gan rotte and putrifye, 
CTylithe eye aboute Him enuiron, 

Co al that teit it was ve num andpoiſon, 


Like a Las at toꝛbed backe and chine, 

In this while on criſten moſt vengeable, 

To him auailed nomaner medicyne '- 
But there was in Chꝛiſtes faythfulſtable; - 
That ſpake vntohim langage fulnotable 
Jn woꝛdes kewe concludinge inſubſtaunce; 
Cyegret Jupiter,hath take on p vegaunce. 


And evermoze fo: ſhoꝛte concluſton, > 
with a bolde ſpy2ite to him gan abzayde: 

It is nat Jupiter woꝛſhippe d inthystovne; 
In the capitoyle ler, ſothlpas N ſayd . 
But Fupiter that was bozne ofa mayde;:: . 
which liſt not ſuRer ofthat thou doſt endure, 
That anye medecynes chulde there cure. 


Lypke atpꝛaunt byvengaurice furious, ©. 
At miſcheke diethas bokes tell, 
Perpetually with crueltCerberis 

Upon the vohele of Yrion to dwell, 5 
Foihis demetites wyth tantalus in hell? 
Cyere to receiue his finail guerdon, | 
whichcoud? on martyrs haue no compaſſion 


t was hys top koꝛ to (hed their bloud; / : ; 
ent out letters to diners regions, 

Lite aſlye wolf taupnous ind wodeß 
Eoſlee martirs by derts paflpong:: 

_ Lyke his deſert receiued his guerdoas; .. -. | 
Horrible death did themfitſt-confounde, 
with futies inkernall lpeth in hellbounde/ 


de. r. Ch witer. 
C Howe Warence the emperour enemy to 
Chunes fairhe milſchenouſlyerided, 


After Salerisu teuell vyolence, 
Gayne chziſten blode as Bochas 


bath toldt: 


Famous 


Famous in armes ſtutdy freſhe.andbolde, 
Albe he entred not like anheritoure, 
Toke vpon him to teigne as gouernoure. 


" ToChiſſtes fayth he was alſoenemy, 
Aktet ſone he loſt his gouernau nce, 
Of infoztune \layne ſodainiy: 

God on tyꝛaũtes vnwarelytaketh vengafice, 
Ot whole burying was made no remfbzaſice 
Fo; he was nat received of the ground 
But caſte in!Tibze like a rotten hounds. 


The.x.Chapiter. 
ewe Lucinius enemyto Chu⸗ 
ftes faythe was ſlayne. 


Next tofoze Bochas came Lucynius, 

A knighte of Benmacke bozne of good lyne: 
che had an ennemy the bokeſaiththus, 
Anbatdy Knighte called Paxiinine, 

Choſe a taptai ne  themperouz Coftantyne, 
To the faith of Chzift he bare gret enmyte, 
Slapne anone after in Trace the cyte. 


Of whoſe death Lucinius was glad, 
Gan agayne chziſten perſecucion, 
his pzocedyng ſodainly wext mad. 
ich commaunded of falſe pzelumpcyon, 


2 
began to do exe cucion, 
32 * nowhere him beſide, 


By na condicion ſhulde in his houle abide. 


This Lucintus which falſly did erre 
Againe our faith chziſten men to aflaile, 
Gaine Conſtantine of newe he gan warte: 
But of his purpoſe in ſothe he did fail, 
Foz he was twiſe diſcemfited in bataple. 
By Conſtantine ones in Hungrpe, 

Al xt in Grece beſyde Eualpe. 


Chus Cõſtantyne thꝛough his hye renoune, 
Gate nye Gcece and euerpe great countre 
Ade Lucinius ſtode in rebellion 

Gayne Conſtantine,bothon land and ſea: 
But when he (awe it wolde none other be. 
He might not el cape in no place, 

Put holy huu ſelte in Conſtantpns grace. 


But Coiſiantine fo: his hie rebellion, 
Gaue iudge ment in haſt that he be dead: 
Leaſte ini the citie were made diuiſion 
By Lucinius,wherof he ſtode indzede. 
| ſaine whileas Bochas toke hede, 
bere came belege him w chere ful pitcous, 


Theeyghe 


Bzethern twayne Conftantineand Criſpug, 


Che. xi. Chapter. 
Ok Conſtantyne and Criſpus:and 
howe Damalcus was ſlayne. 


Co co\ſtantine of whom J ſpake tofozne; 
They were ſonnes Coſtantine and Criſpus: 
Che ſame twayne of one mother bozne, 
Cie tofoze Bochas his boke reherceth thus, 
with them came eke Lucinius 
Sonne of Lucinius, which in Rome foun, 
Akoze was (lapne fog hys tebellpon. 


Conſtantine his werres to gouerne. 
Made them viears the ſelf fame the: 


Echone rightwiſe and coude wel diſcerns 


What mighte auaile moſte to the ix citye. 
Co encreſe the pzofit of the commonte. 
Their namestolde Coſtantine and Criſpug, 
Tokoze remembzed, with them Lucintus. 


while thele thze vicars vnder the emperout. 
Souerned Kome as Knightes moſt famous, 
In Aliſaundze roſe vp a greaterrour, 
By afalſepaeeſt called Prepus; 

Co aur beleue a thing contratious: 
And koꝛ he did again ourfaythſo wyꝛche. 
By adecre was put out oł᷑ the chyꝛche. 


By aſſent at Bithinpe, full notable 
In Nicea a famous greatcitye, 
Chis errxour was pꝛoued ful dampnable, 
Chꝛe. C. biſhops were pzefent there parde, 
And eiqhte ne the cronicle who liſt ſe, 
Andall theſe ot one ſentenct ilike, 


P2£cued Arrius a kalſe he tetike. 


Chis ſame time bokes doth lpecifye, 
owe Conſtantine of haſtycrueitcye, 
Che ſayd vicats nigh of alpe,. 
fayned a cauſe toſlee them all thꝛe, 
Nocaulſereherſednoz told of equitpe: 
Saue only this. in which he gan pꝛocede. 
Co make his coſyn Dalmacius to ſuccede. 


But his fauour was nat foztunate (tence 
Towarde Dalmacius,noz gracious in ten⸗ 
Among whoſeknightesfell a ſodeyn debate, 
Conſtantine thete being in pꝛeſente. 

Dalmacius withoute reuerence, _ 


with ſharp ſwozdes,to ſpeke in wozdes fewo 


Untothe death was woundedand hem. 


Wooke dfBochas. - 


' The:xii.chapter. - 


ot the bꝛetdern Condaunce # Conſtan- 


cius and how Magnentius and De 
cius murdzed them ſelke, 1 0 


oConſtantine intime of 9 
Ande che ok them byful greatlabour, 
his payne to reygne 4s emperoute: 
Ty atthe 9915 tolay, 
Euexyche ofthe gan dthet to werrey. 


. 7 
- 


ban ca nſtaunce & Conftancius. 
TE b2ethzen chus waiteth min autour. 


. 
. 


Fol. bil. 


Bode no lenget but gate him a ſharp kn ye. 
Sole di yimfelfe wherein he was to blame. 
Rout thiugh his herte an ſo loſi bis like: 
His bꝛothet᷑ Decius partable of the ſtrife 
About his necke caſt a mighty code. 
And hynge himſelf bokes ſo recezd. 


Conftanceus chatte aftethim , Gallus 


His VncleSb:otherto gouerne Fraunce, 


his ſaid Conſtaunce is entred Merce land 


as a kalſe tpꝛaunt ctuell and outragtous. 
Sone after ſlayne foꝛ his miſgonernaunce. 


Another vicar fo: his iſobeyſaunce, 


Called Sylitanus by iudgment was flayne. 


Fo; which in Frafice manpa man was fayn, 


The. xi. chapter. | 


apne times he faught agayne Dapoze, 5 
Fowe Conſtantine baptiſed by Sil- 


Theſame king as pe ſhal vnderſtand 


His foztune gan chaunge anonryght 
Whan that he left tobe vertuous, 
He was in Spain ſlain like a knighte, 
Ina caſtel ſtrong called Maxencius. 
Than was none left but Conſtancius, 


The romaine knights deſtitute euerichone 


Chaſe them an emperoure one Uetramone, 


Barrxaine of wit and coud no letture, 
No2 in knighthode had no great cozage, 
Noz was not able to ſtudy in ſcriptute: 


Noz like anemperour no while to endute, 

Fo; which Liſtacius of whom Jſpake now 

With this Uetramont caſt hi to debate(late 
. Be was coliſayled to make a great pyſcyne 


This Uetramone hath lekt his estate. 
pt not werrep againe Conftancius, 
ozſoke the feldeloued no debate, 


But of Spatne.min auctour waiteth thus. 
aguencius, 


As J wote late howthat 


This Uetramone was ferre ronne in age, 


4 — Coſtacius w ſwoꝛd ſpere and ſhielde 


zeſumed p2oudly fo2 to holde a field. 


Togreatdomage and hindzingof the toun. 


Foxmanpromapne thilke day was deve, 


Seſyde acite which called was Leon. 
Tyl at the iaſt of very coward dzede, 


agnencius which captain was and head, 


' Wasſo notable found in al his werkes. 


hat with romaynes had foughten afoze | 

— — — — ry ok ſo boꝛe ueſter was recured of his lepze. 

Co holde the ü might not endure, F this mater ſtynt J wil! a while | 
F02 pppon hiwkyilthe diſcomfiture. And folowing min own ſtraũg opinion, 


© FroConſtancus turn away mp ſtyle, 
And te his father make a diareſſion, 
Cauſe Sochas maketh thozt menceon, 
Of Coſtantine which by tecoꝛd ol clerkes; 


This mightypince was bozne in Bꝛetapne, 
So as the Bute plainlydoth vs lere: 

His holy mother was called Helayn, 

He in his dayes moſt knightlp and entere; 
Ok mercial actes he knew al the manere, 
Choſen emperout foꝛ his hye nobles, 

Fyl in to lepꝛe cronicles doth expꝛeſle. 


His ſoze ſo gteuous that no medicine 
Might auaple his ſichneſſe to recure, 


With innocent blud of childꝛenß wer pure, 
Wake him cleane of that he did endure: 

Thiugh Itayle childꝛen anon were ſought, 
And to the palais bytheit mothers bzoughte; 


It was great touthe to beholde and ſe; 

Ok tender mothers to here the ſobbing, 

By furious conſtraint of their aduerſiti, . 
Their clothes torent bed2wed with weping? 
The ſtraunge noiſe of their hidous cryings; 
Iiſended vp in thzir piteous clamour, | 
Cametotheeares of the emperour. 


Fgapne Conſtantius hath the felde fozſake, 
1 ohowetoztune can herchaunges make, 


Wagnencius fo; very ſozow aud ſham 6; © 


Ok which noiſe themperour was agryſed; 
Whan he knewe grounde andoccaſion 

Ofthis mater.afoze tolde and deuyſes,” 
This noble pʒince gan haue compaſſion 


Bb, Ind. 


And koꝛ to ſtynt the lamentacion 
Ok all the women there beyng in pꝛeſence 
Ok mercifull pity hath grafited his ſentt te. 


This glo:tous, this gracious emperour, 
Is clombe of mercylo hye vpon the ſtay2e, 
Spared nouther vitayle noz his treaſour, 
No his langour that did him ſo appayze, 
with full glad chere made them to repay2e, 
where they came ſo to Rome the cyte, 
Theyhaue retourned glad to then countrie 


Ropall compaſſion did in his herte mine, 
Chaſe to be ſicke rather then bloud to ſhede: 
His bꝛeſt enlumined dy grace that is devine, 
which kro the heauen did vpon him ſpꝛe de; 
De wold not ſure (nnocentes to blede. 
Pzeſeruing pity and mercy moze than right, 
He was vilited vponthe next night, 


Peter and Paule to him did appere, 


Sent krom the Lozd as hcuenly meſſagers, 


Bad Conſtantine be of good chere, 

Foz he that ſitteth aboue the nine (pcres, 
The Lozd of Lo2ds.the lozd of lengeſt yeres 
Mil that thou haue it wel in minde, 

In mount SaraptyÞ ſhalt thy leche fynde. 


od of his grace liſt the to vilite. 
2 ſhed blond , becauſe that thou doſt ſpare, 
Be hath vs ſent thy labout fo: to quite, 
Cidinges bꝛought ofhelth and thy welfare, 
ope Siluelter to the ſhal declare, 
8 we haue told, de ryghtwelaſtured, 
Df thylicknes how thou ſhalt be recured. 


Mo mount Sarapty in alhaſt that thouſkd, 
Suffre Siluefire tocometothypzelence: 
Soughtand found bꝛe uely to make an end, 
Receiuedafter * _— 

d his deuoyꝛe of entyze dill , 
pe the life of Silueſter hathe deupſed, 
By grace made hole whan he was baptyſed. 


is leſh his ſynewes made ſodenly white, 
y thziſe waſhynge in that py fine, 

Ot holy baptym, welle of mon delyte, 

where the holy goft did him enlumine. 
Enfourming afterby teching ok doctryne 
Of Silueſtre like as myne auctour ſaithe, 
Of all artycles that longe vnto our faythe. 


font was made of Pozphyate ſtone, 
* after by coſt of Conſtantine 


Che tnt Sooke 
with a round bye t hat didaboute gone; 


Df golde and perre « ſtones that were fyne, 
Mypd ok the font bp asalpne, © 
Upon apiller of golde a lampe bught, 


ä 


Set vpon this konte vpon a mal pyllert: 
which lie a condyte vpon eueryſtde, 

Shad out water as any triſtal clere: 
On whole right ſlide an ymage moſte ente 
was richly foꝛged of our ſaußdur, 
All ot pure gold that coſt great treaſour. 


And on this lambe on the otherſide 

An ymage ſet longe toendure, | 
Grane curiouly and this was ty: reopare 
Ecce agnus det that did foz man endure ; 


Ongood krida y offred bp his blode, 


To laue mankynde died vpon the rode, 


He let alſo make agreatcenſere F 
— — 1 perles — 

as sin his ſpere. 
Chꝛugqh al —— ſhine; 
There fourty ſtones — 


Appollos tẽple, min auct t 
was — ne we in — — nn 


Che romapn tẽples that wer builded of olve; 
Be hath fozdone withal their maumetry: 
Their falſe goddes ol ſyluer and of gold. 
De bath to b:oke in eche partye. 

his goodly pꝛince ofgoſtly policy, 
Set newe ſtatutes of great vertue, 
Co be obſerued inthe name ol Chill Jeſu. 


Che firſt lawe as I teherſe can 

In oꝛdꝛe ſet with ful great reuerence, 
That Chꝛiſt Jeſu was ſothfaſt god and ul 
Lo of Lozdes, lozd of moſt excellence, 
which hath this daye of his beniuolence, 
Cured my le pꝛe as ye haue herde deuiſed. 
Bybleſſed Silueſtre whan J was baptyſed; 


This gracious Lo myſouerain lo | 
From hence fozthe foz — —_— 
I wyl that he as Lozd moſt of vertue, 
Of faythfull herte and hole affection, 
No mans bardy my boot ug ts diſdayue; 
8 
Leaſt he ſuffre death oz ele ee — 


Folowing the day called the ſecound, 


full ot fyne bawme thatbzent all che nights, 
A lambe of golde he did alſopzouide, 7 | 


| 
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{ 
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This Conſtantine hath oꝛdapned a decre, 
Chat voho that euer in towne were founde 
Ozels whcre aboute in the countre, 
Chat euer he were of hye ozlowe degre, 
That blaſ edthenameof Jeſu, 
By dome ſhuldhaue of dethe a plain (ſue. 


Che thyꝛd day in euery mannes ſight 
By a decre, contyꝛmed and made ſtronge 
Co euerychziſten. who that did vnright, 
By oppreſſion to collaterall vozonge, 

It ſhuld not be taryedouerlonge: | 
Who were conuirte 02 gilty ſhalnotcheſe, 
Bylawe o2datnedhalfe his good toleſe. 


The fourthe day amonge romayns al, 
Chis pziueledge pzonouncedin the toun: 
eue tothe pope ſytting in eters ſtall, 

s ſouerapne head in cuery region 

Co haue the rule and turiſdiccion, 

Ok pꝛeeſtes all alone in — | 
Ok tempoꝛal Loꝛdes like as hath the kynge. 


Co the church he graunted great fraunchyſe 
The fyfth day,andſpectally lyberte; 

Ik afslon in any maner wiſe, 

To finde ſocoure thider did ſle. | 
within the bounds of daungertogofre, 

Co be aſſured and haue therof fullrefuge 
From execucion of any te mpoꝛall tudge, 


No man pꝛeſume within no eytye, 

The ſixt day. he gaue this ſentence. 

No man ſo hardy ot hye oʒ lowe degre 
Co buylde no church but he haue licence 
Ok the Biſhop beyng in pꝛeſence: 

This to ſap that he in his eſtate, 

By the pope afoze be appꝛobate. 


Che ſeuenth dapthis law he dideke make 
Ok all poſſeſſions which be royall, 

The tenth parte pe rely ſhall be take, 

By iudges handes in party and in all. 
Which tre aſout the p deliuer ſhall 

As the ſtatute doth plainlyſpecify, 

Hole andentere churches toedify, 


The eight day mekelyhe did him quite 

with great reuerence and humble affection, 
Whan he did ok al his clothes white, 

And came him ſelfe on pilgrimage doune: 
Tofoze ſaint eter ot ꝗreat deuocion, 
KHotwithſtanding his roial excellence, 
Made his conteſlion in open audience, 


of Bothas. 
Discrovone toke and knelyng thus he Tayde. 


Fol. bit. 


With weping eyen and voyce lamentable, 
And keꝛ ſobdyng as he might abzapde, 

O bleſſed Jeſu. O Loꝛd moſt merciable, 
Let m teates to the be acceptable, 
Recetue mppꝛarer my tequeſt not refuſe, 
As man moſt ſynkull I may me not excuſe, 


Joctupied the ſtate of the emperour; 


Ok thy marty2s J ſhed the holybloud, 
Spared no ſayntes in my cruel erroure, 
Them topurſue moſte furious and wode: 
Now bleſſed Jeſu moſte gracious and good, 
Pepſedandconſydzed myn immoztal office, 
J am not wozthy to come in thypzelence, 


No2foz to entre in to this holy place, 
Upon this ground vnable fo to dwell, 
To open mine epen oꝛ to lyft vp my face, 
But of thy mercyſo thou me not repell 
As man moſt ſinful J come vnto the well: 
Thy well ofgrace,of mercy andpite, 
Foztobe waſhen of mine iniquity, 


Chis example openlyhe hath ſhewed; 

His ſtate impetiall of mekenes1laid aſide? 
His purpplgarment with teares al be dewed; 
Swerd oꝛſepter ne hozſe vpon to ride, 
There was none noz banets ſplayde wyde; 
Ok marctal triumphes was no token found, 
But crying mercey.themperozlayon ground. 


The peoples gladnes was medled HD wepig; 
And their weping was medled with gladnes: 
To ſe an emperour and ſo noble ahpng. 

Ok his fre choyſe to ſhew ſo great mekenes, 


' Thusentremedled was iopandheuines. 


Heupnes kerre paſſedold vengaunce, 
With new reioiling ot ghoſtly repentaunce, 


This (oy was lake a feaſt funeral, | 
In folke of cuſtome that do their buſp cure, 
To bꝛing a coꝛſe which of cuſtome (hal 
Haue al the tightes of his ſepulture: 

And in this time of lodapne auenture 
Tolife againe reſtoꝛed be his bones, 
Cauling his frendes to laugh a wepe atones 


Semblably dependyng atwene twayne, 

The people wept. and ther with cecoiſing, 

Co ſe the emperour ſo piteullycomplaypne, 

Fo: his tre ſpace mercp requiring: 

Ok io and ſoʒow agracious medlyng, 

That day was ſene gladnes meynt I mone, 
| wyth 


B u. 


with wepyng, laughter ,xallin one pexſone, 


Akter all this he digged bphim ſelue, 
Stones twelue where he was knelyng: 
And put them in coffins twelue, 

On che. l Apoſtles deuvoutlyrememb2ynge; 
Compaſſed a ground large fo} buildinge, 
Beſyde his palays caſt theron to wy2che, 
In Chziſtes name to let vp there a chirch. 


The place of olde called Lateranence, 
Buylded andedifyed in the apoſtels name: 
Conftantinus bare al the dilpence, 
Owpained a law. ume autour ſaith the ſame 
Ik any pooꝛe naked, blynde ozlame, 
Receiue wold the faith of Chziſt Jeſu, 

He ſhuld bi ſtatute be take to this iſſue 


In his pꝛomyſe if he were found true, 

were not faynedno2 no faytoure, 

He 2 firſt be ſpopledand clad neo, 
By the coſtage of the emperour: 

Twenty lhillings recepue to his focour, 
Ok which receyte nothyng was withdzawe, 
By ſtatute kept,and holde as foz a lawe. 


It were to longe to put in memozy 

His hye pꝛoweſle and his notable dedes: 
And to reherce euerp great victo2y, 

which that he had with hoſtes that he le des. 
And to teme mbze al his gractous ſpedes, 
The ſurpluſage who lyſt compꝛehe nd, 

Let them of Sylueſtre rede the legend. 


Amonge other touching his viſion, 
whichhe had, in cronicles men map lere. 
whan he llept in his royall dongeon, 

How Chꝛiſt to him graciouſſ y did appete, 
Shewed him a croſſe & ſayd as pe ſhal here: 
Be not aferde vpon thy fone to fall, 

Foz in this ligne, thou ſhalt ouertome thẽ al, 


By which vilid he was made ful light, 
Th2ugh gods grace and heuenly influence: 
Firſt in his banerþ ſhone ſoclere & bzyghte, 
The croſle was bet# chefe tokẽ of his deffce 
Slew the tyꝛaũt that called was Maxence. 
Aftcr whoſe death thzughhis hye renoun, 
Df all themppꝛe he toke poſſeſCion. = 


In whiche eſtate he mayntapnedtheryghte, 
Upon alpooze hauyng compaſſian: 

During his time hold the beſt knyght, 

That any where was in any region, 


TheeyghtBooke 


Of Chiiftes fapthe the im champion; 
Though his noble —— 
To all chziſten pꝛotectoꝛ and diſkence. 


Akter his name which neuer ſhal appal 
Chaunged in Grete the name ok Bilance. 
Conſtantinople he did it after call: 

And on a ſtede of bꝛaſſe(as men mayſe) 
Manacyng the turkes of the countre, 

He ſytteth armed a greatſweard in his hid; 
{Them tochaſtiſe that rebel in that land. 


Keſoyſe ye folkes that bozne be in Bꝛetayne. 
Called otherwiſe Bzutus Albion, 

That had apzince ſo notable a ſouerayne, 
Bꝛouqht fozt h and foſtred in your region: 
That whylom had the domynacion, 

As cheke monarche.pzince andpzeſient, 
Ouer all the wozld from Eſt to occident, 


Tyme of his dethe that moneth of the pere. 
Phebus not ſene,withdzewhys feruft hete: 
Was eclipſed, and might not appere. 

And longe befoze ſhewed a great Comete, 
Alwayencreaſyngdzewe towarde the cete,; 
Ok Nychomede, ſhone early and eke late, 
Where in his palayes he paſſed into fate. 


The. xiiii. Chapter. 
C Howe Julyan Apoſtata enempto Chii⸗ 
ſtes kayth by falſe illuſions was cho: 
len emperour, and after flaine. 


Ffter the dethe ofthis marciall man, 

J meane this woꝛthy noble Conftitine; 

Commeththe Jpoſtata curſed Julian, 
which by diſcent toConftantyne was coſynz 
Bys gynnpng curſed had a curſed fyne, 
Entred relygion as bokes (ſpecify, 
Undze a colour of falſe ypocriſy 


It hath benſayd of antiquitie, 

where there is a diſſimuled holtnefſe, 
It is called double iniquitie, 

Fye on all ſuch kapned perkiteneſſe, 
Foz ſimulacion couered with doublene s, 
And falſe ſemblaunt with a ſour face, 
Ok allſectes.furtheſt ſtant cut of grace. 


A cettayne ſpace as made is mencton* 
To al perfection he did him ſelf apply: 
Tyll he we xt wery of his pꝛoke ſlion, 
Fozſoke his oꝛdze by apoſtaſpe, 
And firſt he gaue him to nygromancy, 


Doudle 


2 


ol Boch as. 


Double apoſtata as mine autour ſayth, 
Firſt to his oꝛdꝛe, and alte t to out faithe, 


By oꝛdinaunce of Conſtancius, 
This ſayd Julyan rote of ppocriſpe, 
Of gouernaunce froward and vicious, 
was lent to Saule with great chenalrye, 
As vicar choſen the countrefoz to gye: 
Gate him fauour,andfalfly gan conſpire, 
To haue poſſeſſion of the hole empy2e. 


And koꝛ he was not likelp to attapne 
Co that eſtate he did his heart apply 
Another meane plainlpe to ozdapne. 
wicked ſpyzites to make of his alpe: 
Became a pzentis to learne ſo2cerie, 
Co haue experience by inuocacions, 
To cal ſpyzites with his coniuracions. 


Byfalſe illuſpons in the peoples ſyght, 
wicked ſpyzites had ſo great fauour, 
Acrowon oflaurer vpon his heeda light: 
Made folke to deme by full falſe errour, 
It came by my2acle to choſe him emperoure, 
whiche in trouthe as in exiſtence, 

was but iutruſion and fayned apparence, 


with them he had his conuerſacion, 

S pared not to do them ſacrifice, 

with cyzemonyes and kalſe oblacion, 

And tobe emperourhe roſe in this wyſe. 
(The ſtate received firſte he gan deviſe 
Agapne grekes out ofhis countre ferre, 
Co make him ſtrong,  themtohaue werre. 


Che fiende a whyle was tohimfauourable, 
Gaue him entrye and poſſeſſion, 

And made him pꝛomiſe fox to abide ſtable, 
In his Loꝛdſhip and dominacion: 

To haue this woꝛld vnder ſublection, 

Ot which beheſt he ſtode in perilous caas, 
Folowyng the opinion of Pictago2as. 


 Þyctago2as had this opinion, 

whan men dyed anone after than, 
There was made atranftacon 
Of his ſpyute into another man: 
Amaner like nes the Bybletellcan, 
Che double ſpy2ite of grace and pzophecy, 
Co Heliſius grauntedbyHely. 


ere on concluding like his opinion, 
s Pyctagozas affyʒmed in lente nce, 
He that had ful poſſeſſion 


By an heraude that did his hol conuey. 


Fol. ix. 


Ok ſuch a ſpꝛite in very exiſtence, 

Shuld haue the ſams wil dom and [ce nice, 
The diſpoſicion after him as blyue, © 
Which had the ſpirite that was here altue. 


Of gouernaunce.andalſo of nature, 
Keſemble bim ot maners and lining: 
Andthus by kraude pluto did his cute, 

To make Julpan truſt in euery thynge; 

He had byby2the the ſpy2ite of the kyng. 
Called Alyſ andꝛe, by whych he ſhuld wyn 
This woꝛld by conqueſt , when he lyſt degyn. 


Chus gan he fone andfailinfantaſy, 
Totruſt on Pluto andgoddes infernal, 
They ſhuld enhaunce htm by his cheualry, 
Foz to poſſe de and reioice al 
Swozde,ſeipter.crowne.and ſtate imperial; 
Paſſe Alyſandze in honour and inglozy, 
And him excel in triumphal victozte. 


He truſted Sathan bi who he was diſtetued 
To Chꝛiſtes faith became moztall enemy; 
Where that euer he hathe perce pued 
Croſſe 02 crucifixe,he bꝛake them vengably. 
By falſe langage he cauſed traifourly 
Chziſt Jeſu be called Galilee, 

Ind of diſpyte ſlomtime of Aazaree. 


Jgayne our kaithe this tyzant wertſo wode; 
Againe Chziſt had ſo great hatred, 

Slew many a marty} & fa\ly ſhed theirblud, 
An pdolater, and regenate in dede: 

Held moztall war with th? of Pe tee a ede, 
Compng to Perce firſt he gan debate 
Gayne apo, ot whom J ſpake but late. 


Of Parthois alſo he entred thꝛugh the reem 
Where he fonde no manet reſiſtence, 

And as hecame by Jeruſalem, 

The Jewes anone he gaue licence 

To buylde the temple with great diligence; 
In diſpyte of purpoſe todo ſhame | 
To Chziſtes church bilt a new in his name. 


Inthis while he caught a great cozage 
Ina Theatre made b2ode in the toun, 
(To wylde beaſtes truell and ſauage 

Ok ſapntes bl oud to make oblacion, 
They to deusure men of religion: 

And al chziſten ofpurpoſe to din rop 

His luſt was ſet, and al his woaldly (ove. 


Of 


By ſtrãge deſerts found out a froward way, 
The heats impoztable dyd him ſo confirayne 
Brent thzugh the harneyſe,feltſogreatpain, 
The dzye landes, the ayze infect withhete, 
Made many a man in haſt their lyfe to lete. 


This froward tyꝛant knowing no remedy, 
Df curſed heart gan Chyuſt Jeſu blaſphe me. 
And ok malycious hatred and enup. 

Mode and furious as it did ſeme, 

Gan curſe the loꝛd that al Þ woꝛld ſhal deme, 
Chit Jeſu, which of longe pacience 

Lift not by vengaunce his malice recopence. 


And moꝛe cruell was there neuer none, 
No2 moze vengable not Cerberus in hel, 
Moꝛtal enemy to good men euerychone, 
Whoſe blaſphe mies and rebukes fell 
Byreherſayle if I ſhulde them tel. 
Jam afraydthe venomous violence, 


Shuldenfect the ayz? wyth the peſtyience. 


He caſt out dartes moꝛe bytter then is gall, 
Df blaſphemy ,andinfernallangage, 
And in this whyle among his punces all, 
A knight vnknowe angelpke of vyſage, 
Freſhly armed topunyſhe his outrage, 
With a ſharpſpere thʒugh eue ry vayne, 
Of thys ty2ant roue the hart on twapne. 


Bathed in his bloud this tyꝛant fyll lowe, 
To God and man frowarde and odious, 
Thoughe þ time the knight was not know, 
Pet ſome men ſayne it was Warcurius, 
Which by the p2aierof Balilius 

his tirant ſle we as cronicles doth vslere, 
Byampyzacle of Chuſtes mother dere. 


This Mercurius as bokes determyne, 

In Ceſaria a mighty ftronge citie 

Within the countre called Paleſtine, 
Burped afoze.roſe vp at this tournee 
Out of his graue, a ſtrange thinge toſe, 
Anhozſe bꝛought tohi araped inhis armure, 
Whiche hyng tofoze belide his ſepulture, 


The ſame armure was not lene that nyght, 
Noꝛ on the moꝛowe at his graue founde, 
Tyl middapthat phebus ſhone fulbzyghte 
whan Merturius gaue him his fatal wound 
His blaſphemy fo2 euer to confound; peue, 
whiche thinge accomplyſhed thys mpzacle to 
He and his armure were there againe at eue. 


The tyghr Booke 
Of very purpoſe tobzingthem ina trayne, | 


Ot his blaſphemy this was the loden wake 


K hiche the tyꝛant receyued foz his mede, 


Che laſt woꝛde, J fynde that he ſpake, 


Was:thou Salplee haſt ouercome in dede, 
Toke the bloude that he did blede 
This deupliyſhe man dying in diſpay2e, 
Dilſppyte of Jeſucalt it in the ayze. 


His body layne andhis\kyn was take, 
Tawed after the pꝛecept and bidding, 


Scuple and tende as they coude it make, 
Sapoꝛ badde ſo that was ol Perce king. 


That men therof might haue knowlegyng: 


Earlyon the mozowe and at cue late, 
He did it nayle vpon his palays gate. 


And toa cyte that called was Rapze, 
As croaycles make reherſayle, 


This Apoſtata wolde ofte a day repap2e, 
Toa woman which had in her entraple 


Sppꝛites cloſed, to make his diuinayle, . 
Ju whoſe wombe barain and out of grace, 


Df wicked ſpirites was the dwellyng place, 


This ſapd woman was a creature 
The which afoze by curſed Julyan, 
Bphis lyfe his purpoſe to te cure. 
In ſacritice was offred to Sathan: 
And ſo as he with curſednes began, 
Such was his ende. as al bokeg tell, 
whole ſoul with Pluto is buryed depe in hel. 


With this tyꝛant Bochas gan wext wzoth 
F02his moſt odious fell outrage, 
And to reherce in partie he was lothe 


The blalphe mies ot hys fell langage: 


Foz nouther furye 


no: infernal rage 


Map be compared with poiſonfret within, 
Co the kalle venyme ot this hoꝛrible ſynne, 


It is tontrary to all good thewes 
And tofoze Eod moſte abhominable, 


Yatefull to all ſaue to curſed ſhzewes, 


Fo: of all vyces ve 


Moſte contagious, and moſt delectable. 


ryincomparable 


The mouth enkect of ſuch internal hounds; 
Which euery day ſle Chzit with new woũds. 


Fo! obſtynate ofpurpoſe fo2 the nones, 
Ok diſpoſicion furyous and wode, 


Not afraide to ſwe te goddes bones, 


Bis tete, haͤdes, at 


The Loꝛd diſmfb 


mes,facegndhyeed, 


with hozrible othec.as body, le ſh, and bloud; 
ung molt gracius # good. 


Rend 


hne 


gend him of newas they wolde haue him, 


This bleſſed Loꝛd which is immoztall 
Mhough theybe dedly they would him ſiee a⸗ 
They be erthlp, he is celeſtial, (geyn, 
In froward wiſe theyben ouerſeyne: 
Diſcrecion fayleth, their reaſon is in vayne: 
All ſuche blaſphemy,fo2 ſhozte concluſ pon. 
Pꝛoce deth ofpzide and falſe ambycion. 


It ſemeth to me they haue foul fayled 
Ok kyndnes to do him reuerence (led, 
which fo2 their loue vpon the croſſe was nap⸗ 
To pay the raunſome fo2 mans offence, 
Suffted death with humble pacyence, 
Falſe rebukyng, ſpyttyng in hys vylage, 
Co bung mankynde vnto his heritage. 


Falſe ſutquedy that doth the heattes reyſe 
Ok ſuch blaſphemers as was this Julian. 
whoſe great empy2e might not counterpeiſe 
Again the Loꝛd which is both God and man: 
The oꝛiginal ground of pzide was Sathan, 
Punce vnderhimmoſi infoztunate, 

was this Ipoſtata,reignyng in his eſtate. 


What was thende of this tyzanthozrible? 
Chis cruell felon hatefull to euery wyght: 
- Byſodayne my2acle to al his hoſte viſible, 
There dpd appere a vecy heuenly knyght, 
Moſt freſhly armed, angelyke of lighte, 

With a ſharpe ſpeece ſitting on his ſtede, 

Made the tyꝛant his hert bloude to blede. 


Vis falſe goddes might him not auaile, = 
His frowarde offrynge dane tomaumetry, 
$20} al his pꝛoude imperyall apparapyle, 

His inuocacions.no2 hateful ſozcerye: 

Fo: this apoſtata that dydhis fapthe denye, 
Amonge his knightes llapn bydeath ſodain, 
Dis loule in hell with lathan in great payne: 


The xv.chapter 
C Howe themperoure Ualence ſlewe Here- 
mites ſhed chuſten blud diſtroyed chur- 
ches and after was bzent. 


Ochas in haſt dothhys ſtyle dꝛeſle 
txt to the mpe rour pᷣ called was Ualẽ ce, 
a, Reherſyno firſt the perfyte holynells 
Of Beremytes.that did their dilygence 
To lyue in penaunce and in abſtpnence, 
Foꝛzſoke the woꝛlde: and foꝛ Chʒiſtes late, 


In to delett they haue the way take. 


of Boch as. 


Fol. x. 


In this woꝛld here they lyſt no lengar tarye; 
Dyuers and double of truſt no certapne, 
Ferre in Egypte to liue ſolitary, 

De pe in deſertes,of folke not to be ſayne: 
The ſoyle was dzye,of vit aple ful barapne, 
Che fruteleſle trees vp ſeated by the rote, 
Fo: Lhaiſtes loue they thoght þ ifkemolt ſote 
This ſayd Ualence of malice frowardly, -- 
To this Heremites ß liued in gret penaunce, 
Cauſeleſſe with full great enuy 

Troubled them, and did thẽ great greuaſice; 
Lyke a ty2aunte ſet al in vengaunce: | 
Diſttoyd churches with pc ople thathe ladde, 
And where he went chꝛiſten bloudhe ſhadde. 


This meanwhile by tobbyng and rauyne 
In Mauritapne which is agreat countre, 
Che re was a P2ince that called was Faryne; 


And in Ceſaria afamous great cpte, 


Foz his extozcion and his cruelte, 
He toke vpon him pꝛoudly there reignynge; - 
Maugre romapns tobe crowned hinge. 


Theodoſe the fy:ſt a manly man 
Was ſent out His malice to withſtand; 
By the bidding of Qalencian, 

Ubich that time thempyze had in hand, 
Bothe atones: but pe ſhal vnderſtande 
Theodolſe was ſent out to aſſayle 
Che layd fatine, and ſle we him in batayle, 


Of whiche Faryne by full cruel hate 

In that countre pꝛeſumptuouſſp reignynge; 
Smote ok his hee d. and late it on the gate 
Ok Ceſaria this was the endyng: 

MANhich by intruſid afoze was crowned king. 


In Mauritapne oppꝛeſſing them by dzede, 


As ye haue herde fo: which he loſt his he ade. 


In this mater Bochas doth not ſoiourne; 
By no attendaunce no2 long diligence, 
But ot purpoſe dothe agayn retourne 
Tothempetour, that called was Malence: 
Which as J told dd ſo great offence 

@he holy church ot froward curſednes, 
Slewal Yerinites that bode in wildernes. 


od wolde not ſuffre he ſhuld long endure, 
Graunteth no tyzaunt here longlyfe: 
Fo: by ſome miſcheke. oz ſodaine auenture, 
Theydye by 3 02 
The Gotheyes whilom gan aſtrpfe, Knife 
Foz his outrage and great N 

iii. 


the 


They agayne romains fyll in rebellion, 


A pzince of his called Maximus 

_ Diſtrefſed thembyſogreat tyzanny, 
And was vpon them \o contrarious 
That they gadꝛed all the chenalry, 

And wert ſo ſtrong bpon their partie, 

| bytheir manhode it fel of auenture, 
They onUalence made adiſconfiture. 


Spared not by robbynge and pillage, 
Slough and bzent many aſtatelyplace, | 
Cyties,towncs.and many aſmall village, 
That were famous within the lad of Trace: 
Butkurioufty thet met him in the face, 
Tthere like. a coward he turned his vilage, 
Co laue his like, lay hydin Cartage. 


Thus finally this empetour Ualenct 

As pe haue heard fayled of his entent, 

The Gothes folowed by crucl violence, 

As vplde beaſtes alof one aſſent, 

Che houſe and him to alhes they haut bꝛent: 
Lo here the kyne, pe pzinces take hede, 

Ol tyzautes, that ſaintes bloud do ſhed. 


Che. x vi. Chapter. 
C Of kynge Amaciſius and howe Gracian 
and Cheodolp diftroiedtemples of fals 
gods a how Gracia was put to flight 


Fter Ualence toGod contraryous, _ 

In al his woꝛkes moſt froward of liuẽ g. 

CTokoꝛe Bochas came Amacilius, 
Which of Gothes was whilom Lozd # kyng. 
O his great age piteouſly complaining, 
Inft ate and dole lyſt make no delayes; 
SlewhimCſelfto ſhozt his greuous dapes. 


Then came downe the bꝛother of Ualence, 
The mighty emperour called Gracian, 
Bhiche afoze had had experyence 

Firſt with his vncle Ualentinyan 

Jn the Empy2e.as bokes tellcan: 

And afterward Theodoſy andhe, 
Hadgouernaunce of Rome the cyte. 


Theodoſy andGracien of alle nt 
Diſtroye d temples as in that partie: 

Of falſe goddes alſo they haue downe tente 
The great ydols,andallſuch maumetrye, 
And kull deuoutly gan churches edifye. 
Andinthis whyle asfoztune dyd ozdayne, 
Ons Maximus was vicar in Bzetayne, 


The tynht Sooke 


An hardy knight, albe that he did vary 

From his pꝛomiſe made by ſacrament, 

In Bꝛetapne liſt no lengar tarp. 

But into Saule of hert and hole entent 
Gapne Gracian he ſodenly is went 

And as it fyll ſet by their bothe auyſe, 

They had abatayle not fer fro Pariſe. 


This Gracien was there put to flight 

By the pꝛowes of a pꝛoud captaypne, 

Called Merobandus an hardy knight, 
Which with his power hath ſo ouetlapne, 
That Sracian was conſt trained in certaine 
Whan his power myght not auaple: 
Gayne Maximus to fl ye out of Itapyle. 


This Maximus ok pꝛide gan deſire 

In his hert byfalſe ambycion, 

Toreigne alone, and oł the hole Empy2e 

In his handes to haue poſſeſſion: 
But in what wyſe koꝛtune thiew him dottne 
Mith ſuch other as be in nombze fue, 

In this chapter, Bochas doth diſcriue, 


Againſt this ſame tyꝛant Maximus 

When thathe had lain Gractan, 

The noble Emperour Theodoſius 

To venge hisdeath,a watre in haſt he gan: 
Becaule alſothatUalentinian 


was wꝛongly bantſhed thzugh the cruelte 
Ok Sracian karte nbd = ay + dnt 


with Maximus to holde vp his partic 

was Andzagatian a ful notable knight, 
which was made pꝛince of his chiualrye, 
That toke vpon him of very fozce andmight 
To kepe p mountains that no mauer wight 
with Theodoſe armedinplate andmayle, 
No man ſhuld ouer the Alpes of Itayle. 


Theodoſe made a great armpe, 

By grace of God, and marcial cozage, 
Layde a ſiege to Aygle a great cyte, 
Aud wan the towne maugre his bil age: 
Toke the tyzaut, and fo: his great outrage 
Berafte him kyꝛſt bis ropall garnement, 
And ſle we him after by rightkull iudgement. 


whan Adꝛagracian knewe that Maximus 
That was his Loꝛd was ſlayne in ſuch wiſe; 
Anone fo: ſoꝛowe the ſtozie telleth thus, 

Be dꝛowoned him ſelf, as Bochas doth deuiſe 
Thus can foztune make men aryſe- 

And to the eſtate of Emperours attaine, 


of Bochas. 


wtth vn ware ſtroke gyue him a kal agayne. 


This Maximus of whom J ſpake tofoze, 
Befoze his dethe made an ozdinaunce 

Chat his ſonne which called wasUictoze, 
Shuld after him gouer n Gaule 1 Fraunce: 
whome Jrbogaftes had in gouernaunce, 


on conftable with ntinian, 
Slewe thisUictoze to reigne yhan he bega. 
Che. x bii. Chapter. 


¶ A goodlye pꝛoceſſe howe Theodoſye wyth 
pꝛapet and i mal nombze, gate the victozy, 


han Ualentinian with great apparapl. 
— 17 — tote poſſeſſyon 

Of Lombardy.,andofal Itaple,. 
B1ought al that land to ſubiection. 
Than with his power he came to Gaul donn: 
There recepued with great Colempnyte, 
At Uienne, a kamous old cyte. 


Arbogaſtes of whom I ſpake but late, 

His chefe tonſtable as ye haue hearddeuyſe, 
Ot his L ond by full cruel hate 

The dethe conlpired,of falſe couetiſe: 
Therbyſuppoſyng that he ſhuld aryſe 

Unto ate to be choſe Emperour, 
whanhe were deed, lyke a kalle traptour. 


Up in atowꝛe he heng him traptourly, 

Tomozeſclandzing#hindzing of his name, 

Repozted outward, and ſ aid curſedly 

This Arbogaſtes to hide his own ſhame 

2. ſouerapne Loꝛd to put in moze blame, 
tiſkelp affirming a thing that was falſe, 


Howe he hym ſelke hyng vp by the halle. 


Thuslyke a murdꝛet and a falſe traytour, 
Ind ofcondicions hateful andodious, 
Labozedſoze to be made Emperour: 
Thathe alone with Eugenius, 

Might exclude Theodoſius. | 

Firſt to let him he ſhuld in no partpe 

Walle thzugh Jtayle,noz thzugh Lombardy. 


Detteſpyestobung him in atrayne, 
which that time as they vnderſode, 

Like a iuſt pꝛince did his buſ pe paine 

As he that thought nothing but gode, 

Ju the hylles ol Lombardyabode: 

whom Arbogaſtesof furious outrage; 
Caſt him to trouble and ſtoppe his paſſage. 


de and Eugenius beyngof aſſent. 


Fol. xt. 
Theodoſy moꝛtally to aſſaple, 
which whan he dnew their mening kradulẽt, 
Albe that he had but ſcarce vitaile, 
On euerye coſt he ſet with a batayle: 
And ok his knightes foꝛſake in manere, 
He left all thinge, and toke him to pꝛaper. 


with him was lefte but a ſmal meyne 

True and kaithful in their affection, 

And kirſt of al he fildown on his une, 

And to Jeſugan make his oziſon: 

O Loꝛde ( quòd he)thine eares enclyne doun; 
And ok thy mercyful gracious goodneſle, 
Deltuer me out ot my moꝛtal diſtreſſe. 


Conſ ider and ſe howe that J am thy knight, 
wWhiche okte ſith thaugh mp fragilite, 

With fl eſhly luſte s blynded in myſight, 

I thouſandtimes haue treſpaſedto the: 
But gracious Jelu of mercy and pite, 

Co mprequeſt beninaly take hede, 

Me to ſocour in this great nede. 


My truſt is holpplainly to conclude, 

Thou ſhalt foꝛther and foztune my viage; 
With fewe folke agayne great multitude; 
To make me haue gracious paſſage, 

After the P2ouerbe of newandolde langage 
Pow that thou maiſt # canſt thy power | 
Gayne multitude, victozy with a fewe; 


And as thou ſaued whilom Jſraell 

Agay ne Pharaos mighty puiſſaunce, 

And from the lpon delivered Daniell, 

And ſaued Suſanna in her moztal greuaũce 
Saue me this dap fro ſoꝛow and miſchaũce: 
In this miſcheke to graunt me this ifſue, 

Co eſcape from daunger by grace of Þ Jeſu. 


This blefſed name by interpzetacion 

Is toſaye,moft mighty Sauiour, 

There is no dꝛede no2 dubitacion, 

That Jeſus is in al wozldly labour, 

To all that truſt him victozious pꝛotectout: 
Nowbleſſed Jeſu pauiſe of mpdekente, 


- Wake me teſcape mine enempes bpolence. 


Let mn enemies that ſo great boſt do blow. 
Though their power be dzedful and terrible, 
That they may by experience knowe 

There is nothinge to the (mpoſſible, 

Thou two and thze and be (ndiuiſible; 
Though J with me haue but a fen men; 
Saueme this day Jeſu fro dethe, ame n, 


The txaht Sooke 


Che dap gan clere the ſon gan ſhine bzyghte, 
whan Theodoſydeuoutlylay knelpnge, 
And bygrace ad awne gan his ſyght, 
Fro cloudy wawes of long pitous weptng: 
Dis chefe hope was in the heuenly kyng 
eluhis captapne in whoſe holyname, 
Chat dap he cſcapedfro miſchefe and ſhame 


Che holy croſſe was bette in his ax mute, 
Boꝛne as chefe ftanderd tofoze in his bataile, 
God made him ſtronge in the field to endure, 
Hardy as lyon his enemies to aſſaple: 

eſus his champion, his plate ⁊ eke his mail. 
eſu alone ſet in his memoꝛp, 

By whome that day he had the victozy. 


There was a knight pꝛince of the chiualty 
Of Ardogaſte and Eugenius, 

which gouerned al hole theit partie 

Arcibio called manly and vertuous, 

whiche goodly came · to Theodoſius, 

Did him teuerence and with glad cheare 
Saued him that day kro miſchetc #dangere, 


whan Theodoſiuson his enemies gan let, 
Lyke a knyght not tournynge his vilage, 
And bothe battailes togithet when they met, 
Of Che odoſy to explete the paſſage, 

Fylla mypꝛacle to his auauntage: 

By ſodayn tempeſt of wynde hayle and rain, 
Troubled all the that ſieged the mountapne. 


Uulcanus which is chefe ſmyth of heuen, 
Gayne Atbogaſte gan him redy make, 

To bendhis gũns W thuder and with leupn, 
And Eolus his wyndes gan awake, 

Out of the cauernes hidous bzown & blacke, 
Ill of aſſent by ſturdy violence, 

With Theodoſiustoſtaudat defence, 


— — Eugenius and Arbogaſt his bꝛother, 
heirpeople and they departed here a ydder 
With winde and miſt p non of the law other, 
Bp vnware vengaunce of tẽpeſt # of thuder: 
Theirſperes bzaft.chezr ſhields roue a ode. 
Eugenius take after and loft his hed, 

And Arbogaſt ſlough him ſelfe toz dzede. 


Thus gan the Lozd of his cternal might, 
Chaſtice tyzantes and their malice repzeſſe, 
Saued Theodoſyhys owne choſen knyght, 
who truſteth him of parfite ſtablenes | 
Gothe fre fro daunger.eſcapeth fro dureſſe, 
Bokes recozdhowe Theodoſius, 


Was in his time called Catholicus. 


The cace was this as Jreherce can, 

In Theſſalonyca a famous great cyte | 
Being Biſhopſaint Ambꝛoſe in Millan, 
Certapne Jewes fo; to do equite 
Andſytte in dome haupng auctozite, 
Notwithſtanding their commiſſion, 

Were llapn by commons, entryng the toun. 


The rot the Emperour was nothynge kane. 
But commaunded of haſty wilfulnes 
whan he knewthe iudges ſo were ſlapn, 
That his knightes ſhuld them thider dzeffez 
Cn the _— b 1 

With werde, pollax a daggers ſharpe vohet 
Indiff etently to ſle al that they met. * 


. 


By whole biddinge the cite to entombye, 


That day was ſlaine many an innocent, 
Fyue thouland deed temembzing in nombze, 
Murdzed in hoſt without iudgement. 

By them that were ia to the cite ſent: 

But whan Ambzoſe herd of this cruell dede; 
Like a iuſt pzelate thus he gan pꝛocede. 


Ye haut herde how this vengaunce gan 
p Theodoly,to chaſtice the cyte, 

The ſame emperourcame after to Myllan. 
Wolde haue entred at aſolempnite 
The cathedzall church in his moſt ropalte. 
2Bylhoppe Imbzole at the poꝛche him met, 
And ok purpoſe manly him withſet. 


Nuod the bil ſhop J counſayl the wythdzaw; 
In to this churche thou haue none entre, 
Thou haſt offended God and eke his law, 
Be not ſo hardy noʒ bolde J charge the, 

To ſette thy fote nc2 entre in no degree. 
Becauſe thou art a cruel homicide, 


That maugre thy might thou ſhalt abide, 


Unto thypalaes home agapne retourne, 
This eyght monthes loke thoube not ſein, 
paſſe not thy bonds. do mekely there ſotozn; 
Foz truſt me wel, and be rightwel certayne, 
All ſuch murdꝛers god hath them in diſdain: 
Blode falſly ſhed haue this in remembzaſce; 
Calleth day and night to him to do vigaſice, 


Againſt the, fo: this great offence 
Innocentes bloude ſhed agapn right. 
— auctozie I giue this ſentence: | 
This eight monthes accompted day z nyght, 
Co 


entre the church p ſhalt not com in light: 
1 aſon elde ſo 4 balaunce, 
Tri thou haue fully accopliſhed thy penaſice. 


what J haue ſaid take therof good hede, | 
F02 this time thougetteſt nomoze of me. 
withdzawthphad tnnocentesblode to ſhede, 
F02 anyrancour oz haſtp cruelte: 

Than beholde the great humilitie 

Ok the Emperour.and conſydze wee 
Foz it wolde haue peerſed a hert of tele. 


with heed enclyned no woꝛd he lpake again, 
Fyllin wepinge, we ſubbyng vaſtaunchable, 
His purple wede bedewed as with rayne, 

Keturninghome withchere moſt lametable: 
So continued in his purpoſe table, 
with al the tokens of faithfull repentaunce, 
In lowly wple accompliſhe d yyps penaunce. 


He gaue enſample to pꝛinces eue ry chone 
In caſe ſemblable that wozke of wylkulnes 
Tocxeculion to pꝛoce de anon: 

Mentam then errout # froward curſednes, 
Defcd theictreſpas meinten their wodnes, 
Farre out of joint if it halbe declared, 
CoTheodoſyfo: to be compared. 


Co the earthhe mekely did obey, 

Goddes knight didlowlyhis penaunce? 
Where there beſo:ne that wonglpit warret, 
Holde ther again by froward maintenance. 
Touching this mater let here in remẽ bite, 
As men deſerue let eue ry wight take hede, 
He that ſeeth al, quiteth them their mede. 


CTheodoſius liſt nothyng abzedge 

Co ſhoꝛt the yard of his cozrection, | 
Fozſoke the platte.of rigour toke the edge, 
Mekelp to ſuſtre his caſtygacion: 

 obowe his chine was no rebellion, 

By meke confeſlion knowing his treſpace, 
ByſayntAmbzole reſtozed agayne to grace. 


Uertuous pꝛinces mapenſample take 

Of Theodoſp how they the lozd ſhal queme, 
He nat froward amendes foz to make 

His ceptre, his ſ werde, and his diademe 
Subiect to Ambꝛoſe what him liſt deme; 
Obeied al thing and koꝛ his great offence 
Co holy churche to make tecompence. 


He knewthat God was hisſouerayn Lode, 
& oholycharch howgreatly he was bo und. 


dl Boch as 


Fol xi. 


Stutched neuer in wylt. thought noꝛ wozd 
Holy on Chuſthis empyze foz to found. 
where vertu reigneth vertu will ay rebound, 
And koꝛ this minte obeyed to af vertue..  - 
Haty now his mede aboue with Chziſt Jeſu. 


Che. x bit. Chapter. 

C Þowe knightes and gentumen, chaſe ie 

ride king: and the commons chaſe Radaga⸗ 
ſus whyche ended in myſchelt. 


T is remembzed of antiquite 

In the Byble,after Roes floud 
Howe by diſcent of his ſonnes the 
Ok their linege plainly and they blond: 
All kinreddes dylated ben abzode, 

And myne authour as it is made mynde, 
Df Japhet ſeuen nacions he did kinde. 


Che people fyzſte of Gayle and Galathe; 
Of Wagoth,Gothes.andfolke of Itayle, 
Ty2e.Cithia,with many a great countre, 
Standing in Iſta,asbyreyerſayle: 

But in Europe ſtant Trace,ttis no fayle: 
Gothes # Cithiens of. purpoſe did ozdaine, 
Among them lelfe gouernours twayne. 


Knyghtes and gentelmen chaſe Alericus. 
Co be their pzince and haue the ſoueraypneie; 
Where the commons chaſe Radagaſus, 
The Sothes fy2lt fot greate luerte 

With king Alerike entring the cyte, f 
In to Rome to finde thete locour, 

That time Youdzius deing theit emperours 


Bygraunt of wohome al the hole tountre 
Saue to Ylerike, Saule Spapn and Frafice; 
There to abide and thereto holde his lee. 
Gothes ſpaynolfcs vnder his obeiſaunce, 
Cahyng on hym al the gouernaunce: 

Tyl Stillicon out of the Occident, 

To mete with him was krom Rome ſent, 


That time Ponozius beyng Emperours 
Stilltcon gan Alerike enchace, 

With many a ſturdy pꝛoud l oudioute. 
Fo: to fight they choſe haue their place; 
But Ylerpke ſtode ſo in the grace 
Of koztune that by very might 
Stillicon he put vnto the tyght, 


Kadagaſus and Alerike ol aſſent 
Haut concluded, and full accozdedbe; 


Thzugh Jtaile fozto make their went 


T oward Rome, and to entre that cyte, 
Maugre romains to haue the ſauetainte: 
Cokoꝛe their entring gan the town manace, 
The name ot Rome to chaunge and dick ace. 


The towne foꝛ euermoze todo a ſhame 
Their purpofe was, as ye haue heard deuiſt: 
Iyiſt of al to chaunge the townes name, 
Dempt them ſeife able to that empꝛiſt. 

But foztune thought all otherwyle. 

Like her manets to do moſt domage; 

whan ſhe to men chewe th frelh her vylage. 


Her condicions be not alwap one. 
Stondinele of cuſtome ſhe can vary, 
Fo: ſhe was fyꝛſt frowardto Stilicon, 
And to Radagaſus efte agay ne contrary 
In one poynt ſhe liſt neuer tarye: 

To Radagaſus het fauoure did fayle, 
By Stilltcon he vanquiſhed in batayle. 


All his pꝛide might not make him ſpede, 
Fo: ſoztune ſyſt ſo fozhim eꝛdaine 

That he was fayneatſoſtrayt a nede, 
To fl ye koꝛ ſocour to an hye mountapue, 
Of all vitaule naked and baraine: x 
weere foz hunger he felt ſogreatgreefe, 
Nagy al his people dyed at miſchete. 


Of all ſocour deſtitute and baraine, 

Swe noremedytoke him to tyght? 

By the romayns he was ſoouerlaine, 

@ake at nuſchefe,and maugre his might 
In chaynes bound, #dampued anone rxyght 
Foꝛ tobe deed his people as it is tolde 
Manpone llayne lome take and lome ſold. 


There was none pꝛouder noz moze lutqdus 
In thylke dapes plainly to dil crxyue. 

Then was this laid kingRadagaſus, 
Which toke on him with romains to ſiryue: 
isxower ſhozt was overtutncdbline, 

Fo; foztune of malice had aluſt, 


To lle this tirant with hunger x with thzuſt. 


Amoug otherp2oud pzinces all 

Reiaiſtd him le le by amaner vainglozy, 

B ecauſe that men in countres did him cal 
Bing ok Gothes.ſhozt is the me moꝛpe 

Ot him reherſed oz witten in hiſtozp. 

To qgyue cuſ ample in dede men mape finde, 
Che name of tyꝛantes is ſone out of minde. 


Che. xix. Chapter. 


9 b 


Theeyght Beoke 


¶ Fowe Ruffyn chamberlayns with Thee. 
doſy bfurped to be Emperour, and ther: 
foze by Bonus dampned and his 
heade ſ mt ok. 


Je tliming bp hath oft an vnware kal. 
And ſpecially whan it is ſodaine, 
Frolowdegre toeftate imperyall 
whan falſe ambicion the ladder doth ozdain, 
By v\urpacion pzeſumptuouſly to attapne, 
About the (Rye s with his heade toperce, 
Fro whens he come were lhame to reherce. 


Imeane as thus alſuch haſtyclimbing, 


Ok them that liſt not them ſelf to know, 


And haàue foꝛget the groũd ot their ginning, 
By krowatd fame with wozldly winds blow, 
Toreife their name aboue ſagitatis bowe: 
Kecozde pf Ruffin which pzoudlygan deſire 
By falſe (ntruſſon to occupithempite. 


Which Kufin was whilom chamberlayn 
With Theodoſy,and holde a manly knight, 
yet in one thing he was foule ouerſaune, 

By couetiſe blynded in his ſpght, 

Co ſpẽ d his labour that had no title of rights 


By the emperour Yonoztus he was lent 
Foz togouerne all the Dzteate, 


By pꝛoteſſe Ruffin was made vikere, 
Called after the vikar imperial 

Toke bpon him holye and entere 
Byauthoute cheke and pincipall, 
Him lelte alone koz to gouerne all: 
And molt able thus he did deme, 
Bekoꝛe all other to weare a diebeme. 


Of him ſelke ſo much he did make 
In poꝛte, and therte moſt ambicious 
At Conſtantinople he was vnwarely take; 
Firſt bound in chapnes,after ſerued thus 
By true iudqment of Honozius: 
His hed ſ mot of,and his righthand in dede: 
This was his ende, no mozẽ ot him Irede. 


| The.rxChapter. 
¶ Dowe Stillyon and other of like 
condicon endedin milcheke, 


Fter whoſe dethe to Bochas came ont 

Such other like of condicion, 

Akoze remembzed called Stillion, 
oledhim tohaue poſſeſſion 


Pu 
Of the Empyze hole, thus he thought, * 
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of John Bochas 


and by what mene, p way his fader ſought, 


Compendiouſly to tell ot theſe twayne. 

Fro diuers countrees towarde Deptftrion 
To gather people did theyz buſy payne, 

Ol manp dpuers ſtraunge nacion: 

Againe Yonozius they came togyder doun, 
Ind as they met foꝛtune made them fayle, 
Bothe atones flaine were in bataple. 


(Their ginningeurſed had a curſed fyne. 
After whole death J rede of other twapne, 
Ok one Conſtance,his father Conſtantyne, 
Which Conſtantine toke on him certayne 
To reigne in Gaule, and after dyd ozdayne 
Jn that countre to be gouernour, | 
There to continue, as lozde and Emperoure. 


His ſonne Conſtaunte caught a deuoeion, 
Ok conſcience, and fozthwith anonright 
Was chaue a monke,#x made his pꝛokeſſion: 
His father after of very fozce and might, 
Let take hi out, gaue hi thoꝛder ofa knight, 
Bothe of aſſent gan make them ſelife ſtrong, 
Toppꝛes the countre # do the people wzong, 


This ſaid Conſtaunce as mine auctoz ſaith, 
Was confederate of hatefull cruelite 

with one Hericius, aſſuraũce made of faith, 
As bꝛethezn lworne for moze authoute, 
And fo2 to make the nombze vp ok thze 
Conſtantyne was ſwoꝛne with them alſo, 
To be al one in what they had to do. 


Theſe ſaide thze ſwozne,and iopned thug, 
Conquered in Spapne many a great cyte: 
But in this whyle this ſaid Henricius 
Traptour falſe, and full of duplicite, 

His felowe flough againe his othe pardpe: 
Thus was Conſtaice though faiſe colluſis, 
Of Yenricius murdzed by trayſon, 


Henritius lyued nat but a whyle, 

Byhis owne knightes he flaine was alſo: 
Fraude foz fraude, diſceit is quyt with gyle, 
It foloweth euet and gladly cometh therto, 
Men receiue their guerdon as they do, 

Let men al way haue this in remembꝛaunte, 
Murdꝛe of cuſtome wyll ende td miſchaũce. 


Among ſuche other thus endinge in milcheks 
Came Ittalus and one Eraciyan, | 
Foz no pꝛowes but to their great repzefe, 


Remembzed here, their ſtozie tell can, 


Fol. xi. 


Igapne Romanes whan they rebetl gan, 
By Yonozius afoze made officers, _ _ 
And of the Empyze called chefe vykars, 


Firſt Attalus fox his tyzanny r 
Wyan he iu Gaule was made gouernour, 
Weat in to Spaine with a great company, 
Dyd his payne and fraudulent labour, 
By lalſe ſleigiſt to be made Emperour: 
Take, and bounde exiled foz falſneſſe, 
His hande (myt ot, ended in wꝛetchednelle. 


Ol Eraclian the ende was almoſt lyke, 


Vet was he pzomoted to great pzoſperite, 


Made gouernour and lozde of Affrike; 

Df Conlulere roſe to the dig nit: 
Rode through Libi, and many a gret coſitre, 
Dith the thou ſande chippes gan to ſayle, 
Ind with leuin hundꝛed to ariue in Itaple. 


So many chyppes neuer afoze were ſeine, 
Like as it is accompted by wzyting, 

His nauy paſſed the nauy in certayne 

Ok mighty 3errles that was of Perce king, 
Oꝛ Alilandze:but yet in his coming 
Toward Itaue, whan he chould arpue, 
The lea # foztune gan againe him ſtryue. 


At his arriuaile he had a ſodaine dzede, 
Cauſe Honozius had ſent downe a capitain, 
Conſtancius called, gouernoure andhede 
Ol ali the Romains, to mete him on þ plain: 
Foz whiche Eraclian tourned is again, 

As I fende gan take his paſſage, 
Towatde the cite, that talled is Cattage, 


Thus foztune lyſt her power hewe 

Ot he came fully to that noble towne, 

With charpe \werdes he was all to hewe; 
Imong bis knights thzough falle colluſion, 
As they fil at a diſcencion: 


Ol intrucion fyꝛſt gan the quarell, 


Igain Romans, whan he gan rebell, 


CP Thye.xri.Chapter, 
CA goodly pꝛoceſſe why Rome was diſtrot⸗ 
ed, and fox the ſame oz lyke cauſe 
many other realmes; _ 
Of many miſcheues befoze reherſed _ 
_ dzawe a longe, and ſome ſhoztly 
Ind howe foxtune hath her whele reuerſed, 
By tragedies remembꝛed manyfolde, 
Tofoze by Bochas ofpzinces yonge # olde, 


Ce.i. In 


nthe boke reherſcd the pꝛoteſſe 
| ode ended in we tchednelle. 


Namely ot them that dyd moſte deſyze 

By wꝛong titel them leite tomagnify, 

To haue loꝛdſhyp and gouerne thempyze, 
The ſtate imperial pzoudly to occupy: 
Whiche eſtate plainly to (pecifye, 

Is farre as Phebus doth in his ſpere chyne, 
Among all lozdſhips is bꝛought to rupne. 


Fro mine authour I lyſt nat diſcozde, 

To tel þ ground why Rome came to nought, 
By an example J caſt me to tecoꝛde 

LOhat was chefe cauſe if it be wel out loght 
By a ſtoꝛie that came vnto my thought 

Of John Bochas, whiche ye hal here 

That full notably is reherled here, 


Which enſample and ſtozie reherling, 
Ceriouſly folowing myne authour 
Odoater whylom a famous king, 

A kyngby name and a great gouernour, 
But of his condicions a rauinous robbour, 
Out of that countre were mercy and pits 
Baniched foz euer with trouth # equite, 


In that region where mercy is nat vſed, 
And trouthe oppꝛeſſed is with tyzanny, 
Ind right wyſe neſſe by power is refuſed, 
Falle extozcton (ſabpozteth robbzye, 

And lenlu alpte may haue the maiſtrp 

Ill oł reaſon, be tokens at a pzefe, 

Wyich mauy lande haue bzought to miſchek. 


There is no realme that may ſt ide in lurete 
Ferme noz ſtable in very exiltence, 

Not continue in long pzolperyte, 

But it the trone of knightly excellence, 

Be ſuppozted with iuſtice and pzudence, 

In him that all as egal tudge ſtand, 
Twene riche a pooze with ſceptre in hand. 


A clere enſample this matter foz togrounde: 
So as a father that is naturall 

Onꝛ like a mother which kindly is bounde, 
To foſter her childzen in elpeciall: 

Right lo a king in his eſtate royall, 

Should ofhis office diligently entende, 
Dig true lieges to cheryche and defende, 


By good enſiple his ſubiectes tenlumine, 
Tepozal realmes ouldcas (aith ſcripture) 
Reſemble the kingdome which is diuine, 


Lye eyht boke 


Bylawe of god andlaweeke ok nature, 
That Res publica long time may endure, 
Uoide of dilcoꝛde and talſe duplicite, 
Of one body in longe pzolperite, 


Nouther their reigne noꝛ dominacion 


aue ot them lelle none other aſſuraunce, 


The eſtate ot kinges gan by permiſſion 

Df goddes grace, and of his purueyaunce, 
By vertuous lite and mozal gouernaunce 
Long to continue bothe in peace # warre, 
Like their delertes to punith whi they erte. 


They Gould be the myzrour and the lyght, 
Tranſcede all other by vertuous excellence, | 
As examplers of cquite and right, 
So by diſcrecion of natural pꝛouidence, 

To tempze their rigour mercy a clemence: 
What (hal fal afoze caſt al thinges, 
As appertaineth to pzinces and to kinges, 


Thinges paſſed to haue in remembzaunce, 
Conſerue wiſely thinges in pꝛeſente, 

Foz thinges to come afoze make ozdinaunce, 
Folowe the traces of vertuous continence, 
Againe all vices to make reliſtence, 

By the vertue of magnanimite, 

Whiche is appzopzed to imperial maieſte. 


E other to fozce authours (ay echone, 
Which conſerueth the royal dignite, 

In luche a meane ſtable as any None, 
Nat ouerglad foz no pzolperite, 

Noz ouer(ad foz none aduerlite, 

Foz lifenoz death hygh cozage to remue, 
Co god and man to pelde thẽ that is due. 


Gapne lech ly luſtes arme the in ſobzeneſſe, 


Uoyde all ſurfettes and froward glotonp, 
Gredy appetites by meaſure to repzeſſe, 
Out of his houſe auoide all ribaudy, 
Rowners,flattrers,and ſuch as can lie: 
Ware in his domes he be nat perciall, 

To pooꝛe do almeſſe, to vertuous be liberal. 


In his array chewe him like a king, 

From other pzinces by a mauer apparence: 
Ss that men pzayſehys vertuous lyuing, 
Moe than his clothing, far fr his pzeſence. 
And let him thinke in his aduertence, 
Truſt theron verely certayne, 

Is he gouerneth men wylrepozte & ſapne. 


Let him alſo fo his great aueile. 
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Haue ſuch about him to be in p2eſence, | 

As notable pꝛinces to be of his counſaple, 
Sucheas tofozc haue had experience 
Twene good x eutli,to know the difference: 
And lire thinges hatefull of newe and olde, 
To baniſh them out iu haſt fro his houlhold, 


Fy2\t them that loue to liue in ydelneſſe, 
All ſuche as loue nouther god ne dꝛede, 
Couetous people that pooze fol ke oppzeſle, 
And them alſo that do all foz mede, 

And ſimulacion cladde in double wede: 
And (uch as can foz their auauntages, 
Out of one hode chewe two vilages, 


Lethim alſo voyde out at his gate 
Ryotous people, f loue to watche al night: 
And them alſo that vſe to dzinke late, 

And lie a bedde till their diner be dight, 

And ſuche as lyſt nat of god to haue a ſyght, 
And recheles folke that liſt nat here malle, 
Cauoyde his court ⁊ let the lightly paſſe. 


Fo: which defautes reherſed here tofozne, 
Nat onely Rome but many a great countre 
Daue be diſt toied # many a hingdom lozne, 
In olde cronicles as pe may rede and ſe; 
Falſe ambicion and froward duplicite, 


Path many a realme # many a lad encloied, 


And ben caule why they haue be diſtroted; 


Jeruſalem was whilom tranſmygrate, 
Their true pꝛophetes to2 they had in dilpite: 
And BHalthaſar was eke infoztunate 

Foz he in Babilone folowed al his delpte: 
Dary in Perce had but {mall reſpyte, 
Sodainlp ſlaine and mut dꝛed by treaſon, 
The lame of Alyladze whan he dꝛaͤke poilon. 


Dilcoꝛde in Troy grounded in couetyſe 
Wyan by falſe traiſon ſolde was Palladion, 
Rome and Cartage in the ſame wyſe 
Diſtroted were. foꝛ Gozte concluſion, 
Among them lelfe foꝛ their deuilpon: 

Reken other tealmes that beoflater date, 
And of deuiſions in Fraũce Þwas but late. 


Al theſe defautes reherled here bꝛeuely 

Out ſought the rote, and weied in balaunce, 
Chefe occaſion to tell by and by 

Hath beni pꝛinces, j haue had gouernaunce: 
And ſpecially to put in remembzaunce, 

Foz an example telleth as cometh to mynde, 
Of Odoacer the Rozie as J lynde,; 


*. 
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Fol. xti. 


Boꝛne in PÞ2uce and hardy of coꝛage, 

At his beginning him leite to magnity 
Though no mencion be made of yis linage, 
Hauing no titell, dut thefte and robbery, 
His tõqueſt gan n t ot blode# nücetrp, 
But gadzed people ot ſonday regions, 
Entred Jtayle with many nacions, 


With his ſoudiours fyꝛit he gan aſſayle, 
With a multitude entryng anon right, 
Kingdoms of Ylagry,# countreis of Itaple, 
Met in his paſſage a Romayne knight 
Called Hozeſtes, in ſtele armed bꝛight: 
The felde was take and put in teoparty, 
Hozeſtes fledde foz (ocour to Pauy, 


Dtraitly beſieged and the towne won, 
Founde foꝛ the time none other cheueſaunce, 


The next moꝛow at riſing ok the (on, 


Bounde in cheynes, tencrees his greuaunte, 
Sent to a cite that called was Plelaunce: 
Igaine whom Odoacer was ſo kel, 

Let him be ſlayne by iudgement fall crnell, 


After whoſe death by lodapne violente, 
Ddoacer is paſſed thzough Jtaile, 
Entred Rome found no reſiſtence, 

zeno the Emper our durſt him nat aſſayle, 
Foz there was none to giue him bataple: 
S0 that by fozce and rauinous wozking 
Ok all Itaile he was crowned king. 


ad all Rome onder ſubiection, 

oꝛtune a while lyſt him nat fayle: 
zeno therof had indygnacion, (uaple 
Gan wozke againe him in hope it choulde a⸗ 
And therupon the loꝛdchyppe of Jtaile, 
He gaue of pur pole, his power committing 
To Theodozike,that was of Gothes kyng., 


Soß Theodozike in hope to haue byctozie 
Igaine Odoacer,gan make reliſtence, 
Ot his name to put in memozie 

Toke vpon him by knightly excellence 
Foz the Romains to ſtand in diffence: 
Met him pzoudly with his chivalry, 
Beſide a riuer that called was Soury, 


With their batails togider whan they met, 

Belide Leglere that ſtandeth in Löbardp, 

With rounde ſperes # harpe ſwerdes whet, 

Odoacer foz al his tyzann 

Was put to flight,diſconfyted his party: 

And foztune that beſt r 9 
ci. | 


The eyght boke 


At vnlet hour wag to him contrary, 


Him & his power the Romains haue defied, 
Ye bzent their vines and toures enupzon, 
Bycaule thentre was to him denied, 

And to Rauenne he is dilcended doun: 

But maugre him he was take in the toun, 
By Theodozike,lette eche man take hede, 
Odoacer he commaunded to be dede. 


Myne authour Bochas ofentencion, 

Foz the time as came to remembzaunce, 
Towarde Romains maketh a digreſſion 
To them recoꝛding the great variaunce 
The vnware chaunges, the gery coũtenaũce 
Of Foztunes falſe tranlmutacion, 

(Theſe lame wozdes reherſing to the toun: 


Emembze o Nome # call apen to minde 
The dates paſſed of thy feltcite, 
Thy martial cõqueſtes, thy triũphs left 
behinde, 
Thy great victozies moſt of auctozite: . 
Thy famous lawes ſong in eche countre, 
Which thzough þ wozld by tepoꝛt did Chyne, 
Now all atones is tourned toruyne, 


From Elt to welt thy lozd@yp did attayne, 
A boue all powers molt excellent c ropall, 
But nowe from Nome into Almaine 

The eſtate tranflated which is imperiall, 
Name of thy Senatours, name in eſpeciall, 
The golden letters darked and diffaced, 
Ind from remembꝛaunce almoſt out raced, 


Cyte of cities whilom moſt glozious, 

That molt frechly floured in chiualrp, 

To whiche the alpies à mountains molt fa- 
Were ſubiecte ot all Lombardy (moug 
Til that diſcoꝛde, diuilion, and enuy 

Imõg your ſelfe hath clipſed þ bꝛight neſſe 
By a kalle (erpet,bzought in by doubleneſle, 


Kinges and pzinces were to the tributary, 
Ok all pꝛoſperite ſo fullome was the flode; 
Imong pourlelfe till ye began to vary, 

The wozid thzoughout to pou ſubiette ſtode, 
Tyll ye gan ſhew two faces in one hode: 
What folowed after,foztune hath ſo pzouided 
Pe came to nought whan ye gan be deuided. 


Unpurueyed of pzudent Senatours, 

Thy marchandiſe tourned to pouerte, 

Of knighthod naked, barayne of ſoudiours, 
Dilconſolate tant all the comonte; 


Tow2zes and walles bꝛoke of the cite, 
That whilom was a paradiſe of delpte, 
Nowe all the wozlde hath the but in dilpite. 


Cauſe to conclude of al thy wzetchedneſſe 
Is falſe ambicion,pzide,andlechery, 
Diuilion, and malicious doubleneſſe; 
Rancour hatred, couetiſe,and enup, 
Which ſet aſide all good police, 

In bzefe reherſed foz Gozt concluſion 
Haue be chefe grounde of thy diſtruction. 


The. xxii.C hapter. 

Howe the kinges Trabſtila # Buſarug 
were bzought vato ſubiection and made 
tributares to Theodoꝛike. 
ter theſe miſcheues told of Roe toun 
« A Came Trabftila king of Gepidois, 
Dith other twaine as made is mecio 
Buſarus,that was king of Bulgarois, 

With Philitheus reigning in Ragoigs: 


All theſe thze bzefely foz-to ſaine, 
Came all atones toBochas to complayne, 


Their realmes ſtanding toward Septetris, 
And to remembze of the ky2lt twayne, 
Were bzought atones to ſubiection 

By Theodozike,that dyd his buly payne 
Them to conquere & pzoudly did ozdapne 
That they were neuer ſo hardy to rebell, 
Igaxne Romains to take no quarell, 


To Theodozike they were made tributary, 
Moſt wzetchedly bound in leruage: 

Neuer (o hardy after foz to vary, 

In paine of death during al their age, 

Ok (eruitudelo here the (urpluſage, 
Ok al wꝛetches molt wzetched they be foũd, 
That to thzaldom conſtrained be # bounde, 


Treſour of treſours if it be well ſought 
Js vertuous fredome with large lyberte, 
With wozidly goodes it may nat be bought, 


With royal rubies,gold,ſtones, noz ppzre, 


Foꝛ it tranlcendeth, and hath the ſoueraynte 
Aboue all richeſſe that be in erthe found, 
Aman at large frely to ſtaude vabound, 


How Philitheus loſt his kingdome and of 
Marcian and Leo, 

Ext thele two in o0zdzeye may ſe, 

To John Bochas gan ſhew his 2 

(The third king, called ha 


. of ohn Bochas 


Which by foztunes ſodaine violence, 
Loſt his kingdome by cruel lentence 

Of Odoacer,the tyzaunt mercyleſſe, 
Loſt his lite, and came no moze in pꝛeſſe. 


The ſodaine chaũges to rede whan J bega, 
Aud ſaw the whele ſo oft turne bp ſo downe, 
Offoztune there came one Parcian, 

Of whome is made none othermencion 
Saueonly by a coniutracion 

He mnurdzed was, deing innocent, * 
Imdg his knightes which flew him of allet. 


Chan tofoze Bochas to che we his pzeſence, 
There came one that called was Leon, 
Wyich caught a titell by no violence, 

But made his clayme by iuſt lucceſſion: 
After his father and toke poſſeſſion, 
Which of Leon myne auctoz ſaith the (ame, 
Beyng Emperour,bare the lame name. 


This pong Leon again all truthandryght, 
By tyꝛanuy as made is mencion, 
Thꝛough cruell zenoÞ was a good knyght, 
Was put out of his poſſeſſion: | 
Coyſtrayned to liueinreligion, 

But to what oder that be dyd wende 

J fynde nat, but there he made his ende. 


Che. xxiiii. Chapiter. | 
Dole Simacke and Boes his ſonne in 
lawe were baniched, and alter iud⸗ 
ged to die. 


Fter thele miſcheues Simak gan hym 
dzawe 

Toward Bochas,witha ful pitoug face 
Boes came with him, F was his ſon in lawe, 
Which among Komains gretly ſtod i grace: 
But in this matere bzefely {oz to pate, 
The ſaid Boes onely foz his trouthe, 
Exiled was, alas it was greatrouthe, 


£02 c6mon p2ofite,he was vnto the toun 

u matters that grounded were ofright, * 
Very pꝛotectour, and ſtedfaſt champion 
Igaine two titãtes, whiche of loꝛce # might 
Had in the pozail oppzeſſed many a wight, 
By exactions and pyllage gun ofnewe, 
Upon the cõmens, full falſe and eke vntrew, 


Theodozike of Gathes lozdeand king, 
Toke vpon him by falſe intruſpon | 
To reigne in Rome, the people oppꝛelling 
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By his pꝛouoſies two, as made is mencpon, 
Did in the citie great oppꝛeſſion, 
Confederate as bzother vnto brother, 


Coniugaſt, and Triguill was that other. 
Compendioully this matter to declare, 


To laue the commons ſtode in defence 

Foz life noz death he lyſt nat foz to (pare, 
To withſtand ol tyzantes the ſentence; .- 
King Theodoxke of cruell violence, 
Baniched him by hatefull tyzanny, 


Me and his father to abyde in Paup. 


Afterward Theodozike ok cruell haterede, 
Like a falſe tyzant, ot malice and enuß 
Gaue iudgement that both two were dedet 
But touching Boes as bokes ſpecify, 
LO2ote diuers bokes of Philolophſ, 
Ot the Trinpte matters that were diuine, 

Martyꝛed foz Chziſte,andcalled Scueriae, 


The. xx b. Chapter. 


Cot king Arthur a bis cõqueſtes and of the 
commodities of Eng ſt how he was 
diſtroied by his colin Moꝛdꝛede. 


As neuer pꝛice might him ſelf aſſure 

Ol foꝛtune the fauour to reſtrayne⸗ 

lie his deſyze his grace to reture 
To abide ſtable, and and at certaine; - 

Imong all other reken Arthur of Bzetayne 

Which in his time was hold of euery wight, 


The wpleſt pzince and the beſt knyght. 


To whom Bochas gan his ſtyle dꝛeſſe 

In this chaptre, to remembze bliue 
His great conqueſt and his highe nobleſſe, 
With ſingler dedes that he wzought i his liue 
And firſt he ginneth bzeuely todiſcryne 
The lite of Bzitaine,andof that countre, 
Wyiche is eacloled with a large ſee, 


Set farre weſtward as ye (hal vnderſtand, 
Hauing Dpapne let in the oppolite 

Ok a mali Ingle called Englaude: , 
Fraiice about hi diſcryuing thus bis light, 
With many a riuere pleſaunt ofdelite, 
Bothe bathes and welles there be founde, 
Diuers mynes of metalles full habounde, 


Iboute whiche onneth the Declan . 
Right plentuous of all maner of vital 


vitaile, 
Cc. iii. \ The 
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The name of whichat Bꝛutus fyꝛſt began, 
London hath ſyyppes by the lea to laple: 
Bachus at Wyncheſter gretly doth auaile, 
Woꝛtceſtre with frutes haboundeth at the ful, 
Herfozd with beaſtes, Cotlwolde with wul, 


Bathe hot bathes hollome foz medicine, 
Pozkemighty timbze fo: great auauntage, 
Coznwall mynes wherin to myne, 
Saliſbury beaſtes full ſ(auage: 
LOhete,mylke,# hony, plente foz euery age, 
Kent and Canterbury hath great comodite 
Df ſondzie fyches, there taken in the ſee, 


Bochas reherleth there is eke in Bzetayne 
Founde of Gete a full pzectous tone - 
Blacke ofcolour,aud vertuous incertayne 
Foz ſickeneſſeg many mo than one: 

The poudze of whiche wyll difcure anone, 
"Yfit be dzonkecthough it be fecre) 

Ok maydenhede bzoken challite, 


Ther ben of peerles founde in mulkil helles, 
And the beſt that haue moſt whiteneſſe: 

And as the bote of Bzutus allo telles, 
Bow king Arthure to ſpeke of wozthynefſe, 
Paſſed ali kinges in marctall pzoweſſe: 
Touchyng his line, his ropall kynrede 

Who that lyſt ſein Bꝛutus he may rede. 


Dis father catled Uter Pendzagon 

A manly knight and famous of cozage, 
Right notable in his actes euerychon: 
Arthur but ponge and tendze of age, 

By full aſſent of all his baronage, 

By (ſucceſſion crovoned anonright, 

Called of Europe the moſte famoug knight, 


Curteps, large, and manly ofdiſpence, 
Mpꝛrour called of iyberalice, | 
Hardy,ſtronge,and of great pꝛouidence, 
And of his knightly magnanimite 

He dzoue Saxons out of his countre: 
Conquered by pꝛoweſſe of his mighty hand, 
Orcadoys,Denmarke,and Yoladde, 


Irland, Gaule, Rozwap, Scotlad,s# frafice, 
As Martes ſon to the werres mete: 
Wꝛought by counſaile and by ozdinaunce 
Ok pꝛüdent Marlyn,called his pꝛophete: 
And as J fynde, he let make a lete 


Chꝛough all the wozlde called ß roũde table, 


Among his Bzitös, moſt famous x notable, 


Moſt wozthy knightes pzoued of their dand 
Choſen out by Arthur, this ozder was begg, 
Their famous nobles thzough euery land 

Shone by repozte,as doth the midday ſonne, 
To Fameg palays the renome is bp tonne, 


Statutes let, by vertuous ozdinaunce 
Under profefli 


on of marciall gouernaunce, 


The firſt ſtatute in the regeſtre founde, 
Fro which they chould nat decline of right, 
By full afſuraunce of othe a tuſtome bbunds 
Ape to be armed in pl dꝛight, 
Except a (pace to reſte them on the night, 
Sehe auentures, and their time ſpende, 
Nightkul qua rell to fuſtene and defende, 


The febler partye, if he had right, 
By theyz power manly to ſuppoꝛte 
If that they were required of any wight 
Folkediſconſolate to beate vp # comfozte; 
At all times men may of him repoꝛte 

No maner wyſe they do no violence, 


And again tiraũtes make knightly reſiſtece, 


That widowes dt maſdens ſuffrend domage 
By falſe oppꝛeſſion, and hateful cruelte, 
Keſtoze childzen totheir true heritage, 
Wꝛongly exiled folke te their countre; 

And foz holy churches liberte 

Redy euer tomake them ſeiſe ſtronge, 
Rather to die than ſuffer them haue wzonge, 


Foz comon pzofyte as choſen champyong, 
P20 Republica defending their countre, 
Shewe ape them ſelfe hardy as lyong 
Honoure to encrete, chaſtiſe dihoneſte, 
Rel eue al them that ſuffre aduerſite:— 
Keligious folke haue them in reuerence, 
Pylgrimes receiue Þ faile of their diſpen 
ny 


Called armes leuen dedes of mercy, 
Buryed ſoudiours that fayle ſepulture, 
Folke in pziſon deliuere them gratiouſip, 
5 as pooze be their raunſome to recure, 
ounded people that languyche # endure 
Which pꝛo republica mily ſpent their blood, 
By ſtatute bounde to do ſuche folkes good, 


To put them ſelfe neuer in anenture 
But foz matters that were iuſt and trewe, 
Ifoze pꝛouided that they ſtode ſure 

The ground wel know, were it olde oznewwe: 
And after that the matter whan they knewe, 
To p2orede knightly and nat fapne, 


Is 


df John Bochas 


3s ryghtrequired theyzquarel todarrayn, 


. , 


I clerke there was to cronicle they: dedes 
By purciuauntes made to him repozte, 
Of their erplopte and their good ſpedes, 
Nada ſonge to folkegaue great comkoꝛte: 
Theſe famous knightes making their reſozte 
At hygh feaſtes, eueriche toke his lete, 
Lpke to their eſtate, as was to them mete. 


Ont was voyde called the ſee perilous, 
Is Sanke royalldothplaynly determyne, 
gentre but the molt vertuous 


N | 
Ok god pzouided tobe a pure vyzgine, 
Boꝛne at diſcente ta accomplythe # to fyne 


He alone, as chete and (ouerapne 
All auentures of Dales and Bzetayne. 


Amonge al kynges renomed moſt famous, 
As a bayght tonne ſet ampd the ſtertes: 

So ſtode Arthur notable and glozious, 
Lyke freſhe hebus caſt his lyghte aferres, 
In peace like Argus moſt martial in werres 
As Ectoz hardy,lyke Ulixes tretable, 
Calledam6ge chziſten, king moſt honozable, 


His rotal tourte he dyd ſo ozdayne 
Though eche cotitre(o fer ſpꝛed out the light 
Who that ener came thider to complaine 
By w2onge oppꝛeſſed, a required of right, 

In his defence he ulde fynde a knyght 

To hym aſſigned,finally to entende, 

By marciall dome his quarell to detende. 


fit fell io that anp'ſtraunge knyght 
Sought auentures, a thyder came fro ferre, 
To do armes his requeſt made of right, 

His chalenge ſene were it of peace oz werre 
Was accept, to the courte came nerre: 

Lyke as he came wyth many oz alone, 
They were delinered.fozſake wag neuer noe, 


There was the ichole of marcial doctrine; 
Foz yonge knygyhtes to lerne al the gyſe, . 
In tendꝛe age tolerne ful diſciplyne, 

On hoꝛle and fote,by notable exercyſe: 
Thing take in youth doth helpe in many wiſe 
And ydeines in grene peres gonne, 

Ok al vertues ciypleth the clere ſonne. 


Wydowes a maidens oppzeffed folke alſo, 
Ok extozte wzonges wzought by tiranny, 
Jathat countre what nacion came therto, 
Recepued were, there lyſt no man denpe, 


Fol. cv. 
Of their tomplayntes found fone remedy: 
Made no dela i 0 N 
Them to afſign dwaga yght. 


Eke by their oꝛder they dounde were of ttoth 
Byaſſuraunce and by othe [wozne, 


ura tell h ee 1 1 mm bozne 
Their auenture of eyinges VAN ls 
Right as it fyſl;#\pareinnomancere 

To tel eche thinge vnto theyz regyſtrere,. 


Thynge openly done oz thinge that was ſecre 
Df auenture as bytwene twapue, 

Oz any quarel take of volunte [3 
Trewly repo2te,and platly not to fapne:. 
Them to be lwozne the ſtatute dyd ozdapne, 
Not ronceled of, wozthyp voz offhame 

To be regeſtted, repozte the ſelke lame. 


And to conelude the ſtatute hath vs leared 


Euery quarel grounded o 4 15 8 

Ju that courte what knyght was requyzen 
n the diffence or trouth aud equpte, 

Falſhed excluded and du 


Thus in Bzetayneſhone p; clere light 

Ok cyiualrye.and of hie pzowede, (bzight, 
Which thzough the wozld ad his beames 
Del of woꝛchpp, condite of al nobleſſe, 
Imperial courte all wzonges to repzeſſe, 
Head ſpꝛig of honoz,of largiſe chefe ceſterne; 
MW yzrour of mayod , ofnobleſſe the lanterne, 


Pet was there ſene neuer lo bzyght a lonne 
The ſommers day in the mydday ſpere, 

So freſhly chyne, but ſome ſkyes donne 
Might percaſe curtaine his beames cler: 
Olt it falleth whi foztune maketh beſt there. 
And fallly (mylethyjn her double wede, 
Folke (ene expert than is che moſt to dzede, 


Thus whan the name of the wozthy kyng 


Was fertheſt ſpꝛade by repozte of memogy, 
Jneueryrealme his nobleſſe moſt (hinynge , 
All his empziſes concluding on vittozy; 


This double goddeſſe enuled at his glozy, 
And caſt meanes by ſom manertratne, _ 
To cliple the light ofknighthodein Bzitaing, 


Thus whyle Arthure ftode moſt honozable 
In his * 7 age, 
cli. 


Among 


The eyght boke 


Among his knightes ofthe rounde table, 
Hyelt of pzinces on foꝛtunes ſtage, 

The Komains ſent to him foz truage, 

Gan make a tlaime frowarde xoutragious, 
Tahyng their title of Ceſar Julius. 


The lame time this mighty Arthur 
Conquered had Saule, and alſo Fraunte, 
Outrayed Frolle lyke a conquerour, | 
Bꝛought Parts vnder obeylaunce: 

Toke them to grace # with hys oꝛdinaunte 
Gate al Injone;Fngozy,and Gaſcoine, 
Pottowe, Hauerne, Serry,# Burgoyne, 


Celed not pt ela Con ors 
M oſt lyke a knigut heide ſazth hys paſſage, 
Gate all the jande ot Poyteg # Tourapne, 
Their cite "ape! dym they did homage: . . 
To be rebeittheyfounde noneauagutage, - 
Soiourned in Fraunte as luyth $Cronitler, 
Helde pole flioy the ſpace of nyne pere. 


Hae a feat falt ſulempne at Paryſe, 

All the tountreis wohyrh he gate in Fraunce, 
Lpke a punce fall pzudent and rightwyſe, 
Which had of fredome full topall ſuffiſaunce: 
Of all his cõqueſt the countreis in ſubſtaunce 
Foꝛ his pꝛintes and barons lo pzouided, 
Lyke their delertes he hath them deuided, 


To his Seneſchal that called was Kay 
Inioue and Payne he gaue all the party, 
To his butler was made no delap 

Called Bedwere he gaue Rozmandpe, 
Co a baron nye coſpn of alye 

XA manly knight which named was Berell, 
Gaue the duchy of Burgoyne cuery del. 


Thus he departed lozdehyppes of that lande 
There he thought was moſt expedient, 
Some he reſerued in hys owne hande, 
Xgatne to Bzitapne cetourned okentent: 
Sent out letters helde a greate paritament, 
After which he made a feaſt anon, 

Ju the countre called Gloumozgon. 


At agreatcite called Carlion, 

As is remembzed vp olde w2ytinges, 
Came many a pzinre # many a freche baron 
Ju nombze J fynde, there were.r.kynges, 
Redy to obey Arthur in al thynges: 
Pꝛelent alſo as was mele lene, 

There was of erles rekened kull thurtene, 


Palle the (ee, without long taripng, 


Al the knightes of the rounde table 
Feaſt of Pentecoſt as feeſt pzincipall, 

Many eſtates famous and honozable, 
Df pꝛinces barons bozne of the blade ropa 
Were pꝛeſent there, and in eſpectail- 
All that were by othe and prompte bounde, 
To þbzotherhede of the table rounde. 


And it fell ſo whyle that kyng Arthur 
As appertayned late in hys eſtate, 
There came.xii.ſent doawne by great{aboure 
Ok olde men, cholen ol the Henate, 
Sad of their pozte, demurt and temperate, 
Kichely clad, ot lokt aud ot byſage, 
Gta heated, ſempt ofxight great age. 


Firſt connyngly as they thought it due, 
Caule ot theit cõmyng e playnly their entent 
Fyzlt of aſſent the hyng they dyd lalur, 
Next after that they tolde who them tent, 
And their letters mekelp they pꝛelent: 
Concludyng thus, to ſpe e in bzefe langage, 
Howe the Romaius aſke of hym truage. 


Cuſtomed of olde ſyth gone many a dap 
LOhan that Ceſar conquered firſt Bzitapne, 
The kynge requiring to make the no delay. 
Arthur abode, lyſt nothinge to lapne, 

But all the courte gan at them dyldapne, 
The pꝛoude Bzitoas of cruel haſty blode, 
Wolde haue ilayne tht cuyn there thep ſtode, 


Nay quod Frthar to al his officers, 

Within our tourte they (hal haue no domage, 
They entred bene and come as meſſangers, 
And men alſo greatly fal in age, 

Let matze them chere wyth a glad viſage: 
Toke his coũlaile with luch as wer molt wiſe, 
With this anſwere (ayde in curteyſe wyle, 


Pour letters red and plainly bnderſtande, 
(The tenure hole remembzed in this place, 
Touching þ charge that ye haue take on hide 
Co peue an(were.reherced in ozt ſpace, 

By wozde a waityngye greatly me manace, 
How ye purpole wyth many ſtrong battaple, 
Palle the motitains me felly foz to aſlaple. 


It nedeth not ſuch conqueſt to alledge 
Agayne B2itons,of none olde truage, 
Df your coming down ß wap J Gal abzedge, 
LOyth goddes grace ozt your paſſage: 
Make pou no delay but with my baronage 


of John Bochas 


To mete Romatines at their downe tömyng. 


This was the anſwer youe to the mellagers, 
At their departing bare tb them great riches, 
Ig he bade alſo vnto his officers: 

Agapne to Rome anone they gan thè dzeſſe, 
Plainly repozting the plentuous largeſſe 

Of woꝛthy Arthure,conſidzed all thynges 
Ofchuſtendome he paſſed al other kinges. 


Irthurs courte was the (ours and well 

Ok marciall pꝛowes, to Lucius they tolde, 
And howe that he al other dyd excel 

In chpualry, wyth whom they were whold: 
The choſen knyghtes both yonge & olde 

In all Europe who can conlidze arighte, 

Of alynobleſſe the tozches be there lyghte, 


He caſt him not to pape no truage, 

Sapde of the Romapnes he helde no londe, 
Which to defende he wyl make his paſſage 
Of your claymes to bzeake a two the bonde, 
Ind knyghtly pzeue with his honde 

pe haue no tytle,ye,noz pour cite 

Agapne Bzitons,whych euer haue ſtand fre, 


With $ al the kingdoms ſubiect to Rome toun 
Kynges Pꝛintes aboue the hie mounraines, 
With Lucius they be diſcended downe, 
Tomete Baitons vpon the large playnes: 
Arthurs comming greatly he dildains, 
Bycauſe he had plainely to dylcriue, 

Ja multitude of people ſuch fyue, 


At Southhampts Arthur toke the ſee 
With all his knightes of the rounde table, 
Behinde he left to gouerne the countre 
His colin Mozdꝛede, vntruſty & vnſtable, 
And at a pzefe falſe and diſtepuable: 


To whom Arthur of truſt toke al his lande, 
Thecrowne except, whych he kept in hande, 


Fro Southhampton Arthur gan to ſayle 
With all his wozthy lozdes of Bzitaine, 
It Harflue fonde good ariuaile, - 
He # his pzinces their paſſage dyd ozdaine 
Thzugh Nozmidy,Frafice,# eke Burgoine: 
Upto a cyte called Juguſtence, 

Woher he firſt fonde of Lucius the pzeſence, 


So large a felde noꝛ ſuch a multitude 

Ok men ok armes, aſſembled in a plaine, 
Upon a day choztiy to tonclude 
Togider aſſemble afoze wag neuer leine: 


Fol. c bi. 


Lucius had on his party certaine 
Eaſtwarde the wozlde all the chiualtye, 
Bꝛought by p motitaing down to Germany, 


Their wardes (et in ech a great battaile, 
With their capitaine to gouerne # to gye: 
Arthur w bzitons the Romains did auatle, 
Fond many Saras ins vp6 that party: 

The Bꝛiton Gaulfride doth plainly ſpecify, 
As he of Arthur the pꝛowes doth diſcriue, 
He ſiewe that day of Sarazins kynges fyue, 


The great ſlaughter, the effuſion of bloude 
That was that day on outher (yde, 

Eche againe other Þ furious were # wode, 
Lyke foz the felde as foztune lyſt pzouide, 
That if J Qoulde longe theron abyde, 

To wute the deth, the laughter a manere, 


Touching the felde were tedious to here. 


To conclude and leaue the ſurpluſage, 

In that battayle dead was manye a knight, 
The Coſul Lucius flaine in that rage, 

The pzoude Komatns by fozce put to ſtighte, 
Ok gentilnes Arthur anone ryght 

Let the body of Lucius be carted, 
Againe to Rome, it was no lenger taried, 


The wozthy pꝛinces & loꝛds that were dead, 
And manly knightes abidynge wyth Arthur 
Like a king (olempnly toke hede 

That they were buried by diligẽt labour: 
And in this whple lyke a falſe traitour, 

His toſyn Moꝛdꝛede dyd his buly paine, 

To take from him the kyngdom of Bzitayne, 


So as the ſtozy plainly maketh minde, 
Moꝛdꝛede falſiy to his auauntage 
Entreted them that were leſt behynde 
Under colour of fraudulent langage, 

Gaue the gret fred6e,# they did him homage: 
That by his falſe conſpiracion, 

Bꝛought al Bzitaine in to rebellion, 


By faire beheſtes and many frendly ſ 
Dꝛewe the people to hym in ſondzy wple, 
Shewed him out warde goodly a benygne, 
Gaue lybertees and many great fraunchyſe, 
To make Bitos their ſoueraine lozd diſpile: 
And puruetaunce he gan make blyue 

(To kepe the poztes, he ſhoulde not artue, 


Whan king Arthur had knowledgyng 
Ol this trealon,and al the A 
That 


The tyght boke 


That Moꝛdꝛede made, he lyke a manly king 
Left Burgoyne and al the laude of Fraunce, 
Caſt on Moꝛdꝛede foz to do vengeaunce: 
Toke the lee wyth great apparaplie, 
Calt at Sand wiche to mate his artuaile, 


Moꝛdꝛed was redyw knightes a gret nöbze, 
ade a ſttõg felde to mete him on the plaine, 

-f purpole fully Frthur to eucombze: 

At whicy arriuayle fſayne was Gawayne, 

Colyn to Arthur, a noble knight certaine: 

Eke Aguiſel was flayne on the ſtronde, 

Kyng of Scottes oz he came to londe. 


Maugre Mozdzede Arthur dyd arryue, 
The grounde recured lyke a manly knighte, 
Foz feate of whom anone after blyue 

The lapde MPo2dzed toke hym to the flyghte, 
And towarde London toke hys way ryghte, 
The gates yt and kept was the cite 

Againe Mozdzed, he myght haue none entre. 


In al haſte to Coꝛnwaple he fled, 

The ſwoꝛde of Arthur he durſt not abyde, 
Leſt he ſhoulde lay his life to wed: - 

Pet foꝛʒ him (elite thus he gan pꝛouide, 
With multitude gathered on his ſyde 

Put life and dethe that day in auenture, 
There to dye, o; the felde tecure. 


In fo2tune there map be no certapne, 

Upon whoſe whele al bzottlneſſe is founded, 
Moꝛdꝛed that day in the felde was flayne, 
Ind noble Arthur to the deth was wounded: 
By which the felde of bzitons was confo ided 
Of lo great ſlaughter # good knightes lozne, 
Upon a day men haue not (ene berozne, 


After the battaile Arthur foz a whyle 

To ſtaunche his woũdes a hurtes torecure, 
Boꝛne in a lytter came to an ple 

Called Aualon, a there of auenture 

As the ſayd Gaulfride recoꝛdeth by ler ipture, 
How kyng Arthur flour of chiualrye, 

Vas fet w his knightes i liueth pet in fairy, 


Thus of Bꝛitapne tranſlated was that ſonne 
Vn to the ryche ſterry bzyghte dongeon, 
Iſtronomers wel reherce konne. 

Called Frthurs conſtellacion, 

Wher he ſit crowned in the heuenly mancion, 
Impd the palaies of tones criſtalline, 
Tolde among chziſten ofthe wozthies npne, 


This errour abideth yet among Bzxtoig, 
Which founded is vpon the pꝛophelye 

Ok olde Marlyn, lyke their opinion, 

He as a hyng is crowned in fairye, 
With ſceptre a \wozde and with his regalye 
Shal re(o2t as lozde and ſoueraine, : 
Out of airy and reigne in Bzitayne, 


Ind repaire againe the rounde table, 

BY pꝛopheſy of Merlyn ſet the date 

Among punces kyng incomparable, 

His ſete agapne to Carlion to tranſlate: 

The parcyas ſulterne ſpon lo hys fate, 

His Epitaphe cecozdeth ſo cextayne, 

Here lieth king Arthur p chal raigne agayne, 


Unto Bocas J wyl agayne retourne, 
Afoze reherſed parcel ofhys pꝛoweſſe, 
Theron to abyde me lyſt no moze ſoioutne, 
But to remembze the great vnkyndneſſe, 
The conſptracion, the trealon, and falſnes, 
Done to king Arthur, by his colynMozdzed, 
Maze a Lenuoy that al men map it rede. 


CLenuoye, 


CON His tragedy of Arthur here folowing, 

8, Byddeth Pzynces all beware of falle 
treaſon: 

Foz in erth is none ſo perillous thynge 

As tcuſt of fayeth where is decepcion, 

Hyd buder curtayne of falſe colluſion, 

Foz which mẽ chuld J holde the coſicel good, 

Beware afoze euer of vakinde blode, 


The woald diuers, foztune aye chaungeable; 
20 euery countre and every region 

n a ſtraite nede fewe frendes abyde ſtable, 
Long abſence cauſeth dilcencion: 
And if pꝛinces by fatſe diniſion, 
Nygh of alye the we two faces in one hode, 
Let men beware euer of vnkpnde blode. 


Who was moze hardy of pzinces here reignig 
Oz moze famous of marciall renoun, 

Tha whilom was his enemies outrainge, 
Arthur. chefe ſonne of Bzutug albion: 

But fo2 al that the diſpolicion 

Ok fate and foztune moſt furioug # wode, 
Cauſed his diſtruccion by vnkynde blode, 


What moze cõtrarious to nature in ſhewinge 
Than fapze pzetence double of * 
reat 


of John Bothas 


Great aliaunces frowardly wozkyng 

Did vnder floures a ſerpent caſt poiſon, 
B2yght liluer ſcaled domageth the dzagon , 
Eche wozme loe party tarageth of his bꝛode, 
And what moze perilous than vnkinde blod 


Noble pzinces on Arthur remembzinge, 
Deine the day of Phebus going doun, 

Al is not golde that is clere chininge. 

Afoze pꝛouide d of your inwarde reaſon, 
Falſe vadermining and ſupplantacion: 
Remembzing aye with Arthur how it Code, 
By conſpiracion of vnkpnde blode, 


un erclamacion of Bochag 
agapne kynredegs vn- 
kynde, 


9 Gapne kynredes and bnkynde alpaun⸗ 

ces, 

Bochas maketh here an exclamacion, 
Upon Wozdzede whyche wyth hes 0z+ 

dinaunces 

Cauled of Arthur finall diſtruccion, 

The fame eclypſinge of Bzutus albpon: 

Not wythſtaudyng plainly to diſcriue, 

He truſted him aboue al men alpue. 


It is a meruaple and bucouth todenyſe 
By what occalion, oꝛ by what cozrage 
That a man ſhoulde in any maner wyle, 
Be kounde vnkinde vnto his linage, 
Hatetul to god, that in any age 

Blode agayne blode boꝛne of one kynred, 
Conſpire (ould ot malice and hatrede, 


In this matter it were but bapne to tarp, 
The ſtoꝛy knowe of Arthur and Mozdzede 
By blode altedin wozkyng moſt contrary 
Which made many a Bziton knyght to blede; 
Foz by vlurpyng conſpiracion # falchede 

Ok the (ayd Moꝛdꝛede moſt infoztunate, 
Cauled al Bzitapne to ſtande deſolate, 


Fy:(t deſolate by abſence of their kynge, 
Calledin his tyme of kynges moſt notable, 
The delolacion of knygytes abydynge 
Whilome in Bzitaine, famous d honozable, 
Bꝛethern echone of the rounde table: 

Which by Moꝛdzed p falle fozſ\wozn knight; 
Stode longe eclipſed a dyzked or his lyghte, 


The light of nobleſſe p chone in Bzitaine 


By kalle Mozdzed was dirked of his bemes, 


Fol.xvit, 


The monarchye departed was on twayne 
That ſtode firſt one with his martial ftrems: 
But afterward the bz 


—— ofhys beames 
Dꝛough to decline,by falſe diuiſion 


Which hath diſtroted ful many a region, 


Al the pꝛoteſſe vpon a duplicite 
Plainely concludeth,# that is blode vnkynd, 
ue welfare and all pꝛoſperite 

Where peace and concoꝛde is left behynde, 
Trees may not thꝛiue departed fro the rinde, . 
Aplaine example in Arthur à Moꝛdꝛede 


Who can concepue and liſt the tozy rede. 


Che. xxvi. Chapter. 


*?C'Of Giſiuill kyngeof Uenandze 
and of thzee other kinges,and 
howe they were 

diſtroted; 


ter all theſe ſtraunge bncouthe 
thynges 
4 Tofoze Ihen Bochas as made is 
nencion 
There came foure myghtye kyn⸗ 


gcs, | a | 

Foz to complapne their deſolacion: 

Fy2ſt Giſiuill kyng of the region, | 
Called Uenandze,in werres ful contraire, 
Unto a pzince called Beliſaire. 


Ind to this (aide noble Belilaire 

Full renomed that tyme in chiualry, 

The kyng of Gothes was allo aduerſapre; * 
Ind both atones ofhatredand enuy, 
Iſſented fully to holde champerty 

Gayne Beliſatre, which thzoughe his hie re⸗ 
Toke the both # caſt the in pzxiton, (noun. 


There is no moze of the in Bochas founde, 
But after them in oꝛder by wzityng . 
blody wound, 


Hd in bes pate was of of awere hp 

n 0 
Without cauſe oz title ot any thyrige . 
Upon Jane Sanguin gan werrap agoene 
Which thzougy Alkrik was one p beſt knight « 
The ſayde Jane armed in plate and mayte 
Met Amarales in Iffrihe on a lande, 


- 
* 


Dꝛoue al his people 


eee 
g fro 1 la hb * 
Ind 


The tyght boke 


That Moꝛdꝛede made, he lyke a manly king 
Left Burgoyne and al the laude of Fraunce, 
Caſt on Apozdzede foz to do vengeaunte: 
Toke the lee wyth great apparaple, 

Calt at Sandwiche to make his artuaile, 


Moꝛdꝛed was redyw knightes agret nobze, 
ade a ſtrõg felde to mete him onthe plaine, 

J purpole fully Frthur to encombee: 

It which arriuayle flapne was Gawapyne, 

Colyn to Arthur, a noble knight certaine; 

Eke Fguiſel was flayne on the ſtronde, 

Kyung of Scottes oꝛ he came to londe. 


Maugre MWozdzede Arthur dyd arrpue, 
The grounde recured lyke a manly knighte, 
Foz feare of whom anone after blyue 

The lapde Mozd2zed toke hym to the flyghte, 
And towarde London toke hys way ryghte, 
The gates (yt and kept was the cite 

Againe Wozdzed,he myght haue none entre. 


In al haſte to Coꝛnwaple he fled, 

The ſwoꝛde of Arthur he durſt not abyde, 
Leſt he ſhoulde lay his lite to wed: - 

pet foꝛ hun lelfe thus he gan pꝛouide, 
With multitude gathered on his ſyde 

Put life aud dethe that day in auenture, 
There to dye, oꝛ the felde tecure. 


In fo2tune there map be no certapne, 

Upon whoſe whele al bzottlneſſe is founded, 
Moꝛdꝛed that day in the felde was layne, 
Ind noble Arthur to the deth was wounded: 
By which the felde of bzitons was confo ided 
Ol lo great laughter # good knightes lozne, 
Upon a day men haue not (ene betozne, 


After the battaile Arthur foz a whyle 

To ſtaunche his woũdes a hurtes torecure, 
Boꝛne in a lytter came to an ple 

Called Aualon, a there of auenture 

Is the ſayd Gaulfride recoꝛdeth by (cripture, 
Dow kyng Arthur flour of chiualrye, 

Was fet w his knightes # liueth pet in fairy, 


Thus of Bꝛitapne tranſlated was that ſonne 
Vp to the ryche ſterrp bzyghte dongeon, 
Iſtronomers wel reherce konne. 

Called Arthurs conſtellacion, 

Wher he ſit crowned in the heuenly mancion, 
Impd the palaies of tones criſtalline, 
Tolde among chziſten ofthe wozthies npne, 


He as akyngis crownedia fairye, 


This errour abideth yet among Bzptoig, 
Which founded is vpon the pꝛophelye 
Of olde Marlpn, lyke their opinion, 


With ſceptre a ſwoꝛde and with his regalye 
Shal relozt as lozde and ſoueraine, ; 
Out of fairy and reigne in Bzitayne, 


Ind repaire againe the rounde table, 
BY pꝛopheſy of Merlyn let the date 
Among pꝛinces kyng tucomparable, 
His ſete agapne to Carlion to tranſlate; 
The patchas ſuſterne ſpon ſo hys fate, 
His Epitaphe tecoꝛdeth lo cettapne, , 
Here lieth king Arthur al raigne agayne. 


Unto Bocas J wylagapne retourne, 
Afoze reherſed parcel ofhys pꝛoweſſe, 
Theron to abyde me lyſt no moze ſotourne, 
But to remembze the great vnkyndneſſe, 
The conſptracion, the trealon, and falſnes, 
Done to king Arthur, by his coſpn Mozdzed, 
Make a Lenuap that al men map it rede. 


¶ Lenuope. 


CON Dis tragedy ok Arthur here folowing, 
ol Bpddeth jÞzynces all beware of falle 
reaton: 


Foz in erth is none ſo perillous thynge 

Is truſt of fayeth where is decepcion, 

Yyd bader curtapne of falſe colluſion; 

Foz which mẽ chuld J holde the coũcel good, 
Beware afoze euer of vnkinde blode. 


The wozld diuers, foztune aye chaungeable; 
20 euery countre and euery region 

na ſtraite nede fewe frendes abyde table, 
Long abſence cauſeth dilcencion; 

ad if pꝛinces by falſe diuiſion, 

ygh of alye the we two faces in one hode, 
Let men beware euer of vnkynde blode. 


Who was moze hardy of pzinces here reignig 
Oz moꝛe famous of marciall renoun, 

Tha whilom was his enemies outrainge, 
Arthur. chefe lonne of Bzutus albion: 

But foꝛ al that the diſpolicion 

Of kate and foꝛtune moſt furious # wode, 
Cauſed his diſtruccion by vnzynde blode. 


What moze cõtrarious to nature in ewinge 
Than fapze pzetence double of — 
Great 


Great aliaunces frowardly wozkyng 

Did vndet floures a ſerpent caſt poiſon, 
Bꝛyght liluer ſcaled domageth the dzagon , 
Eche woꝛme (oe party tarageth of his bzode , 
And what moze perilous than vnkinde blodt 


Noble pzinces on Arthur remembzinge, 
Deme the day of Phebus going doun, 

Al is not golde that is clere chininge. 

Afoze pꝛouided of pour inwarde reaſon, 
Falſe vadermining and ſupplantacion: 
Remembzing aye with Arthur how it ode, 
By conſpiracion of vnkynde blode, 


An exclamacion of Bochas 
agapne kynredes vn- 
kynde, 


9 Gayne kynredes and bnkynde alpaun⸗ 

ces, 

Bochas maketh here an exclamacion, 
Upon Wozdzede whyche wpth hys 0z* 

dinaunces 

Cauled of Arthur finall diſtruccion, 

The fame eclypſinge of Bzutus albpon: 

Not wythſtaudyng plainly to diſcriue, 

He truſted him aboue al men alpue. 


It is a meruaple and bucouth to deuyſe 
By what occalion, oꝛ by what cozrage 
That a man ſhoulde in any mauer wyle, 
Be kounde vnkinde vnto his linage, 
Datefui to god, that in auy age 

Blode agayne blode bozne of one kynred, 
Conſpire ould of malice and hatrede, 


In this matter it were but bayne to tary, 
The ſtoꝛy knowe of Arthur and Mozdzede 
By blode alied in wozkyng moſt contrary 
Which made many a Bziton knyght to blede; 
Foz by vlurpyng conſpiracion # falchede 

Df the (ayd Moꝛdꝛede molt infoztunate, 
Cauled al Bzitapne to ſtande deſolate, 


Fy2:(t deſolate by abſence of their kynge, 
Calledin his tyme of kynges moſt notable, 
The delolacion ofknyghytes abydynge 
Whilome in Bzitaine, kamous d honozable, 
Bꝛethern echone of the rounde table: 

Which by Moꝛdꝛed ß falſe fozſ\wozn knight, 
Stode longe eclipſed a dyzked ol his lyghte. 


The light of nobleſſe Þ one in Baitaine 
By falle Moꝛdꝛed was dirked of his bemeg, 


of John Bothas 


And helde with him a might 
| Ind eng ewe em opt 


* 
s 


Fol.rvit, 
The monarchpe departed was on twayne 
That ſtode firſt one with his martial l rems: 
But afterward the bzightnes ol hys beames 
Dꝛough to decline, by falſe diuiſion 

Which hath diſtroted ful many a region. 


Al the p2ocelle vpon a duplicite 

Plainely concludeth,# that is blode bnkynd, 
due welfare and all p2oſperite 

Where peace aud concoꝛde is left behynde, 
Trees may not thziue departed fro the rinde, . 
Aplaine example in Arthur # Mozdzede 
Who can concepue and liſt the tozy rede. 


Ot Giſiuill kynge of Uenandze 
and of thzee other kinges, and 
howe they were 
diſtroted, 


ter all theſe ſtraunge bncouthe 
tornges 

|Tofoze Jhon Bochas as made is 
mencion 

There came foure myghtye kyns 


es 
* complayne their deſolacion: 
Fyiſt Gifiuill kyng of the region, | 
Called QUenandze,in werres ful contraire, 


JN 


VUnto a pꝛzince called Beliſaire, 


Ind to this (aide noble Beliſaire 
Full renomed that tyme in chiualtp, 


The kyng of Gothes was allo aduer ſapre: 


Ind both atones okt hatred and enup, 
Iſſented fully to holde champerty 

Gapne Beliſaire, which thzoughe his hie re⸗ 
Toke the both # caſt thẽ in pꝛilon. (noun. 


There « on — of the « Bochas founde, 
But after them in oꝛder by waityng . 
blody wound, 


Came Amarales wyth many b 
Which in his tyme was of Mawres kynge , 
Without cauſe oz title ot any thyrige (right, 


Upon Jane Sanguin gan werray agayne 
one be knight. 


Which thzough Arik 


The ſayde Jane armed in plate and mayte 
Met Amarales in Jffribe on a fande 


Dꝛoue al his people 


To be remembzed ot him that I can tynde. 


Than Synduall of Bzetaine lozde # kyng 
Tofoze Bochas put him ſelle in pzees, 
Gan chewe his milcheke pitiouſly wepyng, 
Whan he helde werre wpitull a recheles 
Igapne a pzince,called Narſates: 

A Romapne knight feirſe,hardy,# ſtronge, 
In his defence whi men wold do hun wog. 


This Narſates,ofcaſe oz auentute, 
Though hein dede was a manly kayght, 

He fayled membzes in lothe of engendzure, 
His aduerſaries echon he put to flight: 
Toke their king x ko2thwith anone ryght 
As the cronicle plapnly doth recozde, 
Hye on a galowes he hinge him with a coꝛde. 


Of Narſates after this victozy, 

Lyng Totila had full great dildaine, 

With a great hoſt moſt popous in yis glozy, 
Came vpon him,and met hym in a playne, 
With multitade though he were ouerlapne, 
Turapng Totila which many man behelde, 
Of Narlates was llapne in the feide, 


In oder next Bochas doth wzite 

Of Gepidoys.,howe king Trulmonde 
Req:ueed him that he woulde endite 

The gret aduerſites in which he dyd haboũd, 
Ind of his doughter called Koſamounde, 
The vahappy cyaunce to make # diſccyue: 
To whom foztune was contrary al yer lyuc. 


Ilbuinus king of Lombardy 

Which many a lande helde in ſubiection. 
Conquered Beme, Pꝛage and Yungery, 
(The land of Gepedois with manye a region: 
Fought with their king as made is mencton , 
Slewe in battalle the (aid Truſmonde, 
YOedded atrer his doughter Koſamonde, 


Myne auctour.gretly comendeth her beaute, 


le floʒy firſt, whan J dyd ſe, 
owe vngracious alſo was her martage, 
gan were pale and dead in mp viſage 
reatly aſtotned confuſe of very hame 
To wute the ltozy 4j} yindzing of her name. 
I wpll fozbeare and lightly paſſe here, 


The lurpluſage lightlye ouerpaſſe 
Foz by aud by to tã all the mauer 


Wu 


| |  - Theeyghtboke 
And in my boke there is none other mynde, Ol felontes that dyd in hertes bꝛate, 


It qhoulde blot this boke, and eke deface: 
Foz which J caſt truely and not fayle 


Ind wayrcth allo che was but young of age 
hal FE 


Oz he died of ſoitune he hath founde 
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Touching her ſtoꝛp, to make reherſaile, 


Che. xxbii. Chapter 


—_— * 1 «« _ =X+*® a kk % 


GHowe Ilbuinus was murdzed 
by hys wife, and howe che moſte 
vpcious * aktet murdzed 
0, 


Inge Albuinus as ye call vuders 
6 Nande, 


r 

SF Itter many a conqueſt and bictozys 

. =] CObyche he hadde bothe on lee and 
ande, | 


Co put his triumphes in memozy 
Let crye a feaſt, to his enctelſe ot glozy, 


At whiche feeſt ſolempne and pzincipall, 


So as he late in his cQate topall, 


Parcell foz pzide,parcel foz gladneſle, 
(The que ne pꝛeſent the ſayd Roſamonde, 
Cake x (uppziled he was wpth dzonkenes, 
Ot ſtronge wynes, whych ö day did habo..d: 
Sent a Goblet of golde as it is founde, 
Unto the queue with licout full plealaunt, 
Bad to her father che Qoulde dzinke a taunt. 


She dempt it was a maner mokery, , 
Firſt her name and wozthyp to conkounde, 

To byd ver dꝛinke ataunt foz her party 

Co her father, this ſayd Truſmounde, 
Slaine afoꝛe wyth many blody wounde, 

By Ilbuinus thzough his vnhappy chaunce, 
Of whych rebuke che ca(t todo vengeaunce, 


She bare the rancour ful long in her entent, 
Whiche dap by day gan tenewe # encreaſc: 
A cettayne ſquier che made of her aſſent 

It to atromplz che che woulde neuer ceaſe, 
Ind on another ſquier che gan pzeace, 
Called Perdius, accozded all in one, 

This talſe murdze to execute anone. 


The daye was ſet, whyle he lay a flepe 


Fyll vpon hum w arpe (wozdes greunde, 


Het lozde was flapne alas he tobe no kepe: 
A ſpeares head to a tronchon bounde, 
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Him ſelfe defending in thatmoztall ſtrife, 
But llaine he was by treaſon ol his wife. 


After this murdꝛe to eſcape fro daunger, 
This Roſamonde fted awaye by night, 
With her went Melchis her (quier, 
(Toke a yp ſayled by terre light: 

To Rauenne they toke the waye ryghte, 
Led with them foz refute and ſocour, 
Of Albuinus al the hole treaſour, 


After che was wedded to Melchiſe, 

Man of this wozlde ode moſt in her grace, 
Yer loue appalled, ſet of him no pꝛile, 

Foz ſhe not coude be content in one place, 
Her iope was euer newe thing to purchace: 
To aſſape many neuer pleaſed with one, 
Tyll by experience he pzeued had echone. 


Pꝛouoſt of Rauenne and chefe gouernour 
Foz the excellence other great beaute, 

Aboue al women loued her peramour, 
Whan che entred fy2ſt that cite: 

Ind thzough her fraude and duplicite 

She caſt to murdꝛe, in her frowarde auyce, 
Her newe hulband that called was Meichis. 


Che hote ſommer in luſty freche Map, 

The (ame Melchis foz hete and werines 
Him ſeite to bathe went a certayne day, 
Caught a great thurſt of very fayntnes, 
And Koſamoade of infernall falſnes, 

Toke a goblet with licour great foilon, 
Gaue him to dꝛinke wine medled with poilõ. 


He dꝛanke vp halfe and therwithal he gan, 
Breſt and belly to ſwell and to arple, 
ntoxicate wext deadely pale and wan: 
nd whan he dyd her treaſon aduertile , 
He made her dzinkein the ſame wile; 


Fol.xtr* 


Maugre her wyll che might it not reſtrayne, 
Guerdon koz murder, they died bothe twayne, 


In this chapter but litle fruite J fynde, 
Daue onely thys, to put in remembz2aunce 
That folke choulde call agayne to mpnde 
Murdꝛe afoze god requyzeth aye vegeaunce: 
This funeral ſtozy waped in balaunce, 
Wꝛought by Melchis compaſſed and founde, 
By falle treaſon of curſed Rolamounde, 


Slewe firſt her lozde Albuinus as J ſapde, 


Two of her ſquiers dyd execucion 

Out ok his llepe whan he dyd abꝛayde: 

Let counterpayle what was her guerdon, 
Ech murdꝛed other by dzinking of poiſon, 
Melchis dzank fir ſt, a next dꝛqak Roſamoũde, 
At them it gan # to the it dyd rebounde, 


Counterpayſed one murder fo2 an other, 
Albuinus flayne by Koſamounde hys wyfe, 
By aſſent of Welchis,# after eche to other 
The poiſon parted,there gan a fatall ſtrife: 
Murder foz murder, they both loſt their life, 
Who vſeth falſnes ful wel affirme J dare, 
Shal with falſnes be quit oz he be ware. 


As they departed,ſuch part againe they toke, 
As men delerue luche Gall be their mede, 
This frowarde ſtoꝛye ende ofthe eight boke, 
Of Roſamonde # Welchis wzought in dede, 
Foz Qozt concluſion byddeth men take hede: 
They (hall agayne receiue ſuch meaſour, 

As they meaſure vnto their neighbour. 


A Thug endeth the eyght boke and 
herafter foloweth the 
nynthe, | 


1 


| 
| 
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of John Bochas 


Fol. xx. 


C Hovve the Emperoure Mauricius 


hrs wyle and hys child2en were flayne 


at CAicdony, 


O Frances Petrark as 
Bochas vndertoke, 
BN! Jn eſchewyng of llouth 


gan his pen dreſſe 
The nynth boke, ſo god wold gyue him grace 
It to perfozme if he had lyte and ſpace, 


At the beginnyng lothly of his labour, 

In his ſtudy there dyd to hym appeare 
Mauricius, the myghty Emper our, 
Wyich complapned reyerſynge the manere 
Howe he by Phocas cruell of loke # chere, 
Diſtroied was, wpfe, childꝛẽ, and kinrede, 
The llaughter couth, who lyſt the ſtozie rede. 


The ſayd Maurice as wꝛite Bochas Jhon, 
Was by Phocas bzought to diſtruccion: 
Dis wyfe and childzen were laine echone, 
At Calcidony.as made is mencion. 

After whole deth he toke poſſeſſion 

The ſayd Phocas, as put is in memozy, 
Gaue Pantheon to ſapnt Gregozye « 


Whyche was a temple of olde foundation 
Ful of pdols, vp ſet on hye ſtages, | 
(There,thzoughe the wozlde of euery nation 
Were of they2 goddes ſet vp great ymages: 
To euery kingdom direct were their vilages, 
A's Poetes and Fulgens by yys liue 

Jn bokes olde plainely doth dyſcriue, 


Euerp ymagce had in his hande a bell, 
Is apparteyneth to euery nation, 
Which by craft ſome token choulde tel 
Whan any kingdome fil in rebellicn, 
Oz gan maligne agayne Rome toun: 
Which to tedzeſſe Wrong a myghty hande, 


As he began taccõplych 


C The Fpꝛit Chapter. 


Sent a pzince to chaſtice al that lande. 


The ſaide temple builded of lime and tone, 
Pope Boniface as bookes ſpecify, 

her it was firſt called Pantheon, 
Set vp croſſes vpon eche partpe, 
Halowed it to martirs and to Mary: 
Pere by pere gynnyng of Nouembze 
The feaſt hold the martiloge doth remembꝛe. 


In Alia this Emperour Maurice was lain, 
In the cite that called is Calctdony, 

Al his houſholde and many good Romaine 
By Phocas a percies(as had is in memozye ) 
Ind Phocas akter foz his vaynglozy 

S laine by Yeraclius,he thi was Emperour 
Four # twenty wynter he was gouernour. 


The. ii. Chapter 
C Ot achomet the falle pzophet, and how 
he beyng dꝛonke was deuoured a⸗ 


monge lwine. 
Fter the deth of Phocas as J tolde, 
Wuã Yeraclius to raine firſt began, 
Came Mahomet, in his time hold 


A falſep2ophet and amagician, 


As bohes olde well reyerce can 
Boꝛne in Nrabia, but of low kynred 
All his lite wozchipped ydols in dede. 


And whan that he grewe in to great age, 


Diſceyuable in many ſondꝛie wyles, 

with Camels vled fyzit his cariage 

Faiſe and double, and ſubtle in his diuiſes 
He went to Egipt and fette marchandi les, 
To Jewes & chziſten he ſondzie times ſent; 
Learned the olde and the newe teſtament. 


As bokes olderecozde in that partie, 
Thys Wahomet,this curſed falſe man 
Out of Egipte faſt ganhym bye 
Towarde a countre called Cozoſan, 
With a lady that hight Coꝛdian: 
| Thzough 
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Thzough his (ubtill falſe daliaunce 
By cratte he fyll in to her acquatutaunce, 


He w2ought by his enchauntementes 

And by falſemneanes of nygromancy, 

Her enclyning towarde his ententes, 

Foz both he coude flatter wel and lpe: 

Sapd openly that he was Melly, 

Jewes abiding vpon his comyng, 

Is greatteſt pꝛophet a their ſouerayne zyng. 


Thus the people he bzought in great errour 
By his techyng and his falſe doctrpne, 

He wert among them a great gouernour: 
The (aide lady alſo dyd to him enclpne, 

As to a pꝛophet whych that was diuine, 
Sent from aboue as the dyd under ſtande, 
F 02 whyche che toke him to her hulbande. 


His lynage gan at Hilmaell, 

Had a ſyckeneſſe, full ofte ſithe fyll doun, 

In his excaleſated that Gabziell ; 
Was lent to him fro the heauenly mancion, 
By the holy goſt, to his inſtruction: 

And koꝛ the Angell chewed him ſelfe lo chene, 
To ſtande vpꝛight he myght not luſtene. 


On his choulder were oft tymes leyne 
han he to fol ke hewed his pzelence, | 
Milke white doues which that piked greine 
Out of his eares,affirmyng in ſentence 
They came by grace of goſt ly influence 

Him to viſite, to hewe and ſpecifpe 


He was the pꝛophet that called was Meſſp. 


Newe lawes allo he dyd 02daine, 

Shewed ſignes by falſe apparence, 

Lyke Moiles him leife he dyd fepne 

A p2ophet of moſt excellence, 

Aud thervpon to ſhewe an euidente 

Smal pottes wyth mylike and hony bozne 
On a great bull were hanged on eche hozne, 


He made the people gyue credulite 

To his doctrine and froward teachyng , 
By mpylke and hony figured was plente, 
By the merite ofhis goſtly woꝛkyng: 
Ind thus he was at his beginnyng 


Take of Saraſis, as they gan tohimdzaw, 


Wyych by falſe errour bounde the to his law. 


A clerke of his called Sergius 
Wꝛote his lawes, and theſe miracles the: 


Firſt of the doues howe they came to hi thus 


The ninth bole 


Is here fofoze reherſed was by me: 

Howe mplke à hony were tokens of plente, 
And of the Bull afoze by craft made tame, 
By kalle dilceytes to gete hem a name. 


Ok Arabiens and Saraſins as J rede, 
And of Turkes made pzince # gouernour, 
With Hylmaelptes a folke of Perce a mede 
De gadered people gan were a warriour 
Agapne Eraclius the myghty emperour: 
And vlurped to ride in the contrees; 

Gate Aliſandzy wyth many mo citees, 


Ok tho parties deſirous to be kynge, +» 
Of that purpole whan he was (ſet aſyde, 
The people falſip dy ſlimulpnge 

Tolde he was ſent pꝛophetes to pꝛouyde 
Foz tho coũtrees, foz to be their gyde: 
And foꝛ he was lecherous of cozage, 

He made of Uenus to ſet vp an ymage, 


Made Sarazins to woꝛchip the friday, 
Semblably hys ſtozy dothe expꝛeſſe, 
So as the Jewes halowed the laturdap: 
All his wozkes concluding in falſnes . 
Whan he dzanke wyne fyl in dzonkenes, 
Taught the people like a falſe pꝛophet, 

To dzinke water and good wyne to lete, 


Is J (aydthe heretyke Sergius 

With him of counſaile,frowarde @ contrary, 
Fone to our fapeth he and Neſtozius 

From holy churche greatly they gan vary: 
On whole errours Bochas liſt not tary, 
Moe to waite of this Wachomete, 

I nygromancian and a falſe pꝛophete. 


Who lift to ſe his lawes euerychon 
Peue to Sarazins,his boke ci bere wptnes , 
As they be let in his Jlkeron, 

Echone in ozdꝛe grounded on falſnelle: 
Lykea glotton dyed in dꝛonkenneſſe, 

By exteſſe of dꝛinkynge moch wyne, "i 
Fyll in a podell,# deuoured among (wyne, 


Thys was the ende of falſe Machomete, 
Foꝛall his craftes ofnigromancy, 

The funerall fine of this ſaide pzophete 
D2onklewe of kynde,called him lelfe Meſſie, 
Whom Sarazins ſo gretly magnifye, 
'Jhon Bochas let be foz a quene of Fraunce 
MWoze of his errour to put in remembzaunce. 


Che. iii. Chapter, 


Hewe 


of John Bochas 


zF Howe B2ounchylde a quene of Fraunce 
lewe her kin, bzought the land in diui⸗ 
lion, and after was hanged 
Fhewen in peces 
(mall, 


*N a quene, | 
Bet heer vntreſſed, Bochas toke 


ood hede, 
al his booke he had afoze not 
5 | 


| en 
A mo2e wokull creature in dede, 
With weping eyen, to tozne was al her wede, 
Rebuking Bochas cauſe he had left behynde 
Het wꝛetchednes foz to put in mynde, 


Unto myne auctour lodaynly che abzayde 
Like a woman tyat were with wo chekmate 
Firſt of al thus to him che (aide: 

Sometyme J was a quene of great eſtate 
Crowned in Fraunce, but nowe all diſolate 
F ftand foꝛſoth, Bꝛoũchilde wag my name 
Which to reherle J haue a maner ame, 


Thou were buſy to wꝛite the wofull caas 
Within thy boke of Jrcinod, 

Dyddeſt ſeruice to quene Cleopatras, 

Of Rolamonde thou wꝛote alſo parde, 

And amonge al thou haſt fozgoten me 
Whereby it ſemeth thou doeſt at me diſdayne 
Lift no parcell to wzite of my paine. 


Whan Bochas herd this of chere he wert lad, 
Rnowyng nothyng of that che dyd endure, 
Iwyſſe (quod he)afoze I haue not rad 
Inno croniclenoz in no ſcripture 

Ot pour frowarde wokull auenture, 

Ho (quod che) J pꝛay you take good hede 
So as they fyll J wil reherce in dede. 


Bochas with Bzounchilde gan debate anon 
Sothlycquod he)this is the condicion 

Of you women almoſt euerychone 

Pe haue thys maner wpthout excepcion, 
Ok pour naturall inclinacion, 

Of youre declaring thys obleruaunce to kepe 
Nothynge to (ay contrary to your wozhepe, 


Nature hath taught you all that is w26ge to 
Under a curtaine al thig foz to hyde, (excuſe, 
With litel graine pour chaſte pe can abule, 
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On pour defauteg pe lyſt not fo2 to abide; 
The gaule touched al that ye ſet aſyde 
Shewe roles freſhe wedes ye let paſſe. 
And faireſt chere there ye moſt t reſpaſſe. 


And it ye all tel out ownetale 

Howe ye fil fto ogtunes whele, 

Pe wyl vncloſe but a litel male, | 
Shewe of your vyces but a (mal percele : 
Bꝛotle glaſſe heweth bzighter than ſtele, 
And though of vertue ye (hew a faire pꝛetete, 
He is a fole that peueth to you credence, 


Nuod B2ounchilde J do ryght welleſpye 
Thou haſte of women a falle opinion, 
Howe they can flatter wele and lye, 
Ind ben divers of diſpolicion, 
Thou myghteſt daue made an ercepcion 
Ok hie eſtates and them that gentle bene, 
Namely of me that was ſogreat a quene, 


Pour hye eſtate by kyndhath no power 

To chaunge in nature nouther cold noz hete, 
But let vs palle and leaue this matter 
Theron to abyde oz any moze to plete, 

Ok pour complaint (ay to me the greate: 

By way of ſeruyce to you Ichall mequyte 
As ye declare take my penne and waite, 


Take hede( quod che) and with good auice 
Fro the trouche beware that thou ne varpe, 
Whilom in Fraunce reigned kyng Clowile 
Had a ſonne that named was Clothary, 
Clotharhadan heire Þ named was Lotarpe, 
And this Lotary named the ſeconde , 

Had lonnes four in ſtoꝝy it is founde: 


To the cronicle who can take hede 
As it is put in remeinbzaunce, . 2. 
Whan their father the mighty kia was dead, 
Ftwene theſe foure was partedall Fraunce: 
Eche by him lelfe to haue gouernaunce 

By one aſſent as bꝛother vnto bzother , 
Wearing their crownes ech quit the to other, 


The ſame time J called Bzounchylde 

Me lyſt not varye fromthe olde wozit inge, 
Had a father named Leuechylde, 

Of all Spapne ſoueraine lozde and kynge: 
My ſayd father to ful great hyndzing 

Ok bothe realmes, the fame ranne lo ferre 
Twene Spaine x Fraũce gan moztal werre. 
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The bꝛethern four in Fraficecrowned kings 
Agayne my father made ſtrong defence, 

Ot martial pꝛide and toztunat chaungynges 
Whan they met by monall violence 

Ok lodapne laughter tyll ſuch peſtilence 

On outher parkye, the felde like a great flode 
With the tirrible effuſion of blode. 


To both realines Þ werres were impoztable 

Cauſyng of deth paſſyng greatdomage, 
ght meanes,wert by allent tretable, 

Ol blode chedyng to appeaſe the wofull rage, 

By one accozde I was yeue in mariage 

To Sigebert teignyng tho in Fraunce, 

T wen? both realmes to make aliaunce. 


Naycquod Bochas)J deme it was not ſo, 
Twene pod ꝭ me there mult begyn a trite, 
Be aduiled take good hede therto 

The firſt aſſutaunte of mariage in your lyfe, 
OfChilperik ye were the wedded wyfe, 
Cronicles ſene what euer ye erpzelle, * 

In this matter wil beare W me wytnes. 


Though lome bokes reherce and ſo ſayne 
Lybe as ye haue made here mencion, 
Their reherſaile ſtande in no certaine 
Foz by the aſſent of outher region 
Spaine and Fraunce in their conuencion, 
Oꝛdained lo, in my tendꝛe age 

To Sigebett J was yeue in martage, 


Imeneus was not there pꝛelent 

Whan he toke our chambze towarde nyght, 
Foz Tyeſiphone her ſuſterne of aſlent 
Jafernall goddeſſes bare the tozches lyght, 
Ind as the tozches chewed derke and bzighte 
Thereby the people pzeſent one and al 
Dempt of the mariage what ould befal, 


This cuſtome vled of antiquite 
From their temples of goddes a goddeſſe, 
At mariage of kolke of hye degree (nes 
Coꝛches were bozne,of whom men toke wit⸗ 
As they were dercke oz ſhewed their bzyght - 
The differciice ſene in eche eſtate, (neg 
It᷑ it were towarde oz infoztunate, 


Ok this mariage choꝛt pꝛoceſſe to make 

The toꝛches bꝛent, a vet they were not bzight 
Shewed out comb2ous ſmokes blake, 

Ok conlola cion loſt was al the lyght; 

Thus in derknes waſted the fyzſt nyght, 
Their verſe ſonge of goddes, and goddeſſes, 


Were all togither of ſoꝛow and heupnelles 


Thefe were the tokts the night of mariage, 
Pꝛonoſtikes of great aduerſpte, 
Pet of nature J had this auauntage 
Of womanhead and excellent beaute, 
Ind lite a quene in ſtones and perre 

I was arayed,clad in purple wede, 
With a crowne of golde vpon my head. 


Ons e of Fraunce, 
to le folke faſt gan repa 

Ok all welfare J had — 5 * 
Clombe on foztune full hie vpon the ſtapze, 
I ſonne J had called C 1925 

By Dygebert by recozde of wziting 
Thyade of the name in Fraũce crowned klg, 


So wolde god that day that he was bozne 
He had be put in his Sepulture, 

In ſaluacion of blode chede here tokozne, 
Cauſed the death of many a creature 

As diuers bokes repozte in (cripture: 
Ground # ginning as made is mencion, 
Within this laude of great diuiſion. 


He with his bzethern of whom J ſpake late, 
At him began the firſt occaſion, 

Nat lo( quod Bochas) pe fayled of pour date 
ho was chefe cauſe of diuiſion: 

Sothly( quod che) in inyne opinion 

Among them (elfe J dare well (pecifp 

Chefe ginnyng was fateruall enup. 


Kepe you moze cloſe in this matter ye do fafle 
Folowing the traces of your condicion, 

pe halte foule in your reherſaile: 

Fo: ofyour owne ymaginacion 

pe ſewe the lede of this diſſencion, 
Amonge thele kynges if ye take hede, 

By which in Fraunce many man was deade, 


Than Bzounchilde gan to chaunge chere 

To Bochas (ayde with face full cruel: 

Not long agon thou knewelt not the manere 
Of my lining but a (mall parcell, 
Me lemeth nowe thou knowelt euerp del, 
So that ye may wythoutlenger ſtrife 

Spt as a iudge that knoweth ſo wel mp like, 


YOhan theſe bzetherne ſtode at dilcoꝛde 

Eche agayneother by moꝛtall violence, 

Under a colour totreate of accozde 

With many a maner fapned diligence, 
Chilperis 


Chilper ik there beyng in pꝛeſente 
Wo plom bzother to Sigebert the king, 
Was ilatne among the by falſe conſpiriig, 


On whole death auenged foz to be 

As Sygebert did hun lſelfe auaunce, 
Among the pꝛe ate he ſlaine was patde: 
Nat (0/qd Bocas) but of falle gouernaũte 
Ol pout miſliuing tyl this vnhappy chaunce, 
That Sygebert was murdzed in lothnelle 
Onelp by occaſion of your doubleneſſe. 


Folowing the traces of newe fangylaeſſe 
Gaine Sygebert ye wzought full fally, 
Whan pe loued of frowarde doubleneſſe 
Landztke the erle of Champapue a of Bzy, 
Foz by your outrage and your grey foly 
The king was ſlayne,and pe dyd aſſent 

Jn a fozeſt an hunting whan he went, 


Which called was the fozeſt of Compyne, 
Alas(quod Ge) bzake out complaining 
Bochas, Bochas, thou doeſt (oze vudermpne 
All the ſurfetes dane in my liuing, 

Thou knoweſt the death of Sigebert ß big, 
Whiche p was wꝛought alas by mine aſſent, 
Howe knowelt thou # were nat there pae(cte 


Of theſe debates and of all the werre 
With rebukes reherced here in vapne, 
In reherſaile greatly thou doeſt ecre, 
Fo: I caſte be right wele certayne 
Ja mp defence to reply agayne 
t was nat J che that thou doeſt mene, 
t was Fregundis che luſty ponge quene. 


This Fregundis thou Galt bnderſtande 
Right womanly and fayze of her vilage, 
Chiiperik was whylom her hrlbande, 

Fo her beauty toke her in mariage 

By her traines and her great outrage 
He was after{the ſtoꝛy who liſt rede) 
At miſchefe lla ine, thou alt ſo linde in dede, 


Though ye by langage make ſtrong defence 
n theſe matters, which cauſe me to muſe 
haue againe you loſt my pacience, 

That ſo ſubteily wolde pour ſelfe excuſe 

Contrariouſly your trapnes pe abuſe; 

Foz Clotayze I haue ſo ted parde 

Was not engendzed of Digebert,noz of the, 


 Jremembye full wele that J haue rad 
That Cyilperyk though pe thecat diſdain, 
Kecozde of auctours that pʒudem be à lad 
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De in trouth was gendꝛed of you twayne: 
Which in his dying me liſt nat foꝛ to fayne 
Lett ſonnes two, the ſtoʒy pe map cede, 
Theobarte and Theoderpke to ſuctede. 


Bochas(qd che) though thou turne vp ſo doc 
The (aid ſtozies reherced here in dede, 
Folowing the malice of thyne opinion 
Maugre thy wil tozthe J wyll pzocede 

As I began, take therto good 


hede: 
The fyzt Theoderik thou halt vaderſtande 


Coſin Germaine was to my hulbande. 


King of Burgoine that time, and another, 

Ye of hatred and indi n 

Slewe Theobart,whiche was his bzother, 

=o wyte and childzen,foz Moꝛt concluſion 

hich in the mighty famous region 

Of Antralie reigned as lozde and kyng, 

What euer thou laieſt this ig trouth a no lea⸗ 
. 


( p 
Nay nay(q) Bochas) it was all otherwyle, 
IJ map nat (uffre howe pe go there amonge, 
All this langage of ne we that pe deuile 
Bꝛought to a pete concludeth vpon wonge: 
What Gold we lenger this mater dzaw alog 
Pour (elf were cauſe wher pe be loth oz faine 
By Theodozik Þ Theoberte was ſlaine, 


The grounde herof gan percellof enuye. 
By your froward bzennyng couetile, 
Wyich ye had onely to occupie 

To rule the lande after pour owne gyſe: 
And if Jchall plainly here deuiſe 

Ok thele miſcheues reherted. god do bote 
Pe were pour (elfe ground, chete crop, & tote. 


Quod Bꝛounchylde J conceiue wel and ſe 
pe of pour partie haue loſt all reuerence, 
Pour ſelfe ena rmed to ewe your truelte 
Againſt me, touching the violence 

Oftwo ſlaughters reherted in ſentence: 
Firſt how Theodrtk his bzother ſlew i dede, 
Called Theobarte a pitous thing to rede. 


Him ſelfe after ſtrangled with poyſon, 

His wife, his childzen, hewe in petes (nale, 
As ye(quod Bochag)make here mencion 
Some parte is trewe but nat al pour tale: 
Foz I luppoſe ye would were pale 

Foꝛ chame ot thing which ye can nat excuſe, 
Wyan Theoderik beginneth you to accuſe 


De put on you the crime of falſetreaſon, 
Dd, tit, 


ye 


Pe flewe his wite and childzen alſo, 
Yimſelfe allo ye murdꝛed by poiſon: 
1 would wete what ye coude lay heretot 
Alas (ad che) what Gould J do, 

Was neuer woman in hie noz lowe eſtate 
All thing conlidzed moze infoztunate, 


Foꝛtune of me ſet now but lyttell pꝛ ice 

By her frowarde turious violence 
Turnyng her whele and viſage ofmalice, 
Cauſeth to me that no man yeueth credence: 
Had in diſpite, vorde of reuerence, 

And by foztunes mutabilite 

Sole, abiecte, and fallin pouerte. 


O Bochas John foz ſhozte concluſion 

Thou mapeſt againe me thy ſtyle auaunce, 
J haue delerued to haue punicion: 

Ind al the pzinces a barons now in Fratice 
Crie out on me and aſke auengeaunce, 
Refuge is none noz recure in this thing 

Tho td Clotarie my ſelfe becrowned king. 


Foz my defautes foule and abhominable 
Totfoze the tudges of all the parliament, 

J was foztudged a foundeaiſo culpable, 
Of euerp crime conarcte by iudgement: 

W pne acculours there beyng pzeſent 

Ok one and other ſtanding a great route, 
Martzed w fingers of folke ß ſtode aboute. 


F 02 very (ame J did mine eyen cloſe 

Foz the that gaured # caſt on me their ſight, 
But as folke may by tokens wele ſuppoſe 
Mine eares were nat ſtopped halle aryght; 
Taken by fozce lad fozth by might 

By the hangman dꝛawe ouer hill and vale 
Dilmembzed atter, a hewe on peces (male, 


With my blode the pament al beſpꝛapnt 
(Thaked by foztune,ſuch was mine auẽ ture, 
The ſoule parted the body was ſo fapnt: 
Wo red euer of any creature 

That muche moze turment did endure? 
P2avde Bochas to haue al thing in mynde, 
Mute her life and leaue nothing behynde, 


¶ Lenuop. 
His tragedy of Bꝛoũchild ß quene, 


Loe her ſtoꝛy who liſt peue atten⸗ 
daunte 


2227) Froward to red, cötagious to ſene, 
And contrary to all good gouernaunce, 
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Bo2ne in S paine, crowned quene of Fraice 
Double of tonge,vpfynder of treaſon, 


Cauled al that lande ſtande at deuiſion, 


From tho traines there coude no man flene, 
Sourle a head(pzing of ſozow a miſcha'ice, 
Shed hony kirſt, da nge after as do been, 
er myzremedled w (ugred falſe pleſaunte: 
t the (aid encluded in variaunce, 
MWBay(reſſe of murdze and of dilcencion 
Cauſed all that lande tande at deuiſion, 


Pꝛintes of Gaule might nat ſuſtene 

Great dutrages, noꝛ the great greuaunte, 
Noz the ſurfetes done in their yeres grene, 
Bzought p kingdome almoſt to bttraunce: 
All of aſſent cried on Her vengeaunce, 

The fame aroſe howe all that region 

In her fallneſſe Rode at deuilion. 


The knyfe of murdze grounde was ſo kene 
By her malice of longe continuaunce, 

Her co2age fret with infernall tene 
Spared nouther kyn noz alyaunce, 

Payſed her fozfetes and waped in balaunce, 
As Bochas wziteth che was the occaſion 
Which made al Fraunce to ſtand at deui ſion. 


CBochas marneyling ofthe malice 
and crueite of Bꝛounchylde 
wziteth thus, 
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[| Ochas aſtenied gã inwardly mar⸗ 
( uaple, 

Fyll in a maner ambyguyte 
BS) Of Bzounchyldes marueplous res 


ous any woman of reaſon Gould be 
o ful of malice and ofcruelte 

To lee her kyn, and ſet at diſtaunce 
By deuilion all the realme of Ftaunte. 


Bochas dempt it was nat credible 

That a woman chuld be ſo vengeable, 

In her inalice lo venymous and terryble 
Ok laughter and murdze to be culpable, 
Che ſtoꝛp ſuſperte helde it but a fable: 
Onely excepte that che dyd him exite 
With great inflaunce her ſtoꝛy foz to waite, 


Her trie on Bochas was bery impoztune 
To let in oꝛdze her felicitees, With 
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With her vnhappy chaunges of foztune 
Per diſclaundzed great aduerſitees, 
With her diffame repozted by countrees, 
No very grounde found in bokes olde 
But of confeſſion that ſhe her lelf tolde, 


That mine auctour reherced w ſolFpne ſtyle 
Rehyerce Qoulde her wozdes dilclaundzous, 
Her flouring peres, alſo foz to compple. 
Medled with her daies Þ were contrarious: 
Her fatall ende froward and furious, 
Wherok encombꝛed of very weryneſſe 
Towarde Eraclias he gan his peu dzelle, 


The. iii, Chapiter. 
C Powe Eraclius the Empercur ſuſtapned 
hereſy,fpllin to dzopſye and lick nes 
vncurable, a ſo died. 
P Fter Phocas with great honoure 
and glozp 

aw crowned emperour ok Rome the 
. cyte, 
In whole time as ſaith the ſtozy 
The Nomains ſtode in great perplexite, 
By them of Perce, that roſe with Coſdzoye, 
Whiche toke vpon him to be 102d and (yze 
As a tyzaunt to trouble the empp2e. 

Ws (Reiem 
Gatemany a pzouince # many a famoug 
Thꝛough all Ilie, as the cronicle lapthe, 
Gan appꝛoche toward Jeruſalem, 
A foꝛe the towne pꝛoudly a ſie ze he lapthe, 
Is a tyꝛaunt frowarde to Chziſtes faythe, 
But Eraclius maugre all his might 
Smpt of his head,flewe him like a knight, 


And by grace, whiche that is deuine, 

This famous pzince this Eraclius 

In his beginning tew many a Darazyne, 
Holde in tho daies notable and glozius: 
And in his conqueſt paſſing famous. 
Dyuers relykes of the croſle he ſought 
Ind fro tho coũtreis many of the he bzought 


Was none ſo famous holde in his dayes 
As Eraclius the emppꝛe foz to gye, 

Noz moze manly found at all aſſayeg 

Of hie pꝛoweſſe noꝛ in chyualrpe: 

But whan he gan ſuſtaine hereſye 

God toke from him within a littel ſpate 
His hap # welfare his foztune # his grace, 


Deganſuſtene and folowe certaine riteg 
Of wylfulnelle and frowarde fantaſy, 


And lith that he 
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Ok a lecte called Monacholiteg 
Which was a ſect of frowarde hereſy, 
ewe to that party 
The tozy telleth foz all his hygh eſtate 
This Etaclius was neuer foztunate. 


Where he was firſt dꝛad on the ſee and land, 
Namely of Sarazins, foz al his chyualrp. 
Grace # foztune from him wozew her hand: 
Foz whan he fyll in to hereſy 

He was trauailed with ſuch a dꝛopſy 

That therwithal he had a frowarde luſt, 
Euer to dꝛinke and euer he was a thurſt, 


In tho dapes founde was no leche 

Albe that they were ſought on eche partye, 
The ſayd pzince that coude wyche oz teach 
Him toreleue of his dzopſye, 

Made faint x feble wyth a great paulſye: 
Thus in lickenes he hath hys dayes ſpent, 
By vengealice lapne w infernall turment, 


Ok Eraclyus this was the wofull ende 
As is reherced,flayne with licknes, 

Out of this wozlde whan he (ould wende 
Fl hole the emppze ſtode in great dyſtres: 
Foꝛte of Darazins dyd them lo oppzeſſe, 
Ind day by dap dꝛewe to decline 

By his ſonne called Conſtantine, 


The. vb. Chapit er. | 
g Howe Conltantine the ſonne of Eracliug 


(uppozting errours ano hereſy was 
mur dꝛed in a tewe. 


Mi. was his lucceToure as made 
is mention, 
4 In whole time thzoughe his greate 


Saraſins did great oppꝛeſſin 
Dpopling the countteis of all Lumbardy: 
And Conſtantine of wilfuil logardy 
COaſted his daies, till he hath bzought 
Ill the Empyze almoſt to nought, 


Gaine Chꝛiſtes faythe in eſpeciall 
He gan of malice his wyttes to applye, 
Ind was therto enemp full moztall 

And chefe ſuppoztour of falſe hereſie: 
And towarde Rome faſt he gan him hie, 
Spopled temples of many ryche ymage, 
And by watec after toke his paſſage, 


Co Conſtantinople faſt he gan him hie, 


By Scuil the way wag al moſte mere, 5 
ke It 
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At Srꝛacuſe I fynde that he did ariue, 
And foz the leaſon was exceſlite of hete 


The. bi. Chapter. 
Bowe Gilulphus was ſlaine x hig 


LOyich in his labour made him koz to ſwete, wyke ended miſcheuouſly in le⸗ 
And lecretly he gan him leife remue cherye. 
To be bathed in a pzeuy ſtue. 


Ext came Giſulphus toBochas on 
Of eunp there he was eſpyed, | ( thering, 
His owne knightes like as it is founde A famoug duke and notable inhys 
By conſppꝛacion certayne of them alyed Iyte, 

Fil vpon him with Garpe lwoꝛdes grounde With weping eyen pitouſlyplaining 

And mercileffe with many moztal wounde With whome alſo came Kimulde his wyfe, 
They lie we him there on him they were lo Which that liued euer inſozow a ſtrife; 
Amid the ſtewe naked as he ſtode. (wode, Pet was che both of byꝛthe and of lynage 


Night excellent, and tayze of her viſage, 
After whole death they dyd the (elfe auaũce 


To chole a knight bozne in Irmenye, Dire childzen had this famous quene 
Of the empyze toke the gouernaunce By Giſulphus gotten in mariage, 
And to ſuppozte failly their partie: Wonder ſemely and goodly vnto ſene, 
But Conſtantine ſucceding of alie And foꝛtunate by pꝛoceſſe of their age, 


Beyng next heyze the trouthe foz to ſue, Albe they father felt great domage 
To hun that was murdzed in the ſtewe. BY the werres he had in his lining 


With Cathamus, that was of Narces king. 
Called Conſtantine as his father was, 5 king 


Right notable in actes marciall: a This Cathamus with many ſtrong batayle 
Moe wyſely gouer ned ſtode in other cas. Is diſcended, and tatze the way tight 


Lyke a pꝛinte by iugement ropall, Df duke Gilulphug the landes to aſſaple, 
Ok manly herte and cozage natutall Togither met in tele armed bꝛight: 
The conſppꝛatours firſt of all he ſlethe, Gilulphus llaine, his people put to flyght, 


That were allented to his fathers deathe, Ind Cathamus w ſtronge a mighty hande, 
| Toke polleſſion a conqueredallhislande, 
To great encreace ofhis famous renoun 


Grace of god did him enlumine After whoſe death Rimulde the ducheſſe 
Conſtantinople in that royall town Greatly aſtonied, pale of her viſage 

Olde herelie to ceaſe and to fyne To the caſtell of foꝛgoile gan her dꝛe ſſe⸗ 
Two hundzed biſhoppes a eke alſo nyne With her knightes ol tronge a fel cozage: 
He made aſſemble to ſtande at defence Cathamus made after his paſſage, 


Of Chaiſtes faythe, of manly pzouidence, Lapde a ſiege, caſt him to ieoparte, 
His lyfe and body rather than departe, 
He was eke buſy churches to reſtoze 


All heretikes manly to withſtande, About the taſtell armed as he ſtode 
Their opinions examined well befoze: Like a pꝛince ſate knightly on his ſtede, 
And whan the trouth was well vaderſtonde Upon the walles as Rimuldis abode 
Like Chuſtes knight liſt foz no man wonde Frechly belene in her purple wede, 


To puniſh them iuſtly by rigour And of the ſiege gan to take hede: 
Without excepcion of perſon oz fauour. Her loke bnwarelp as che taſt aſyde 
She (awe the king afoze the caſtel ryde, 


Ok him in Bochas litel moze J rede ä 
Noz of his empire I fynde none other date, So lite a pꝛince and a manly knight, 
Spared no heretikes fox golde nozmede, She gan on him loke wonder narowe, 
At Conſtantinople he paſſed in to fate The god ofloue perced though her light 
Whan Bulgarence gan with him debate, Unto her hearte marked with his arowe: 
A frowarde people wilfull and recheles Chat ol the ſiege che toke but litell ſozowe, 
Gaue them a tribute foz to lyue in pees. Made the ſoyle ſo plyaunt of her thought, 
Jad of her caſtellche let almoſt right 2 


MA > 


of John Bochas Fol.xriitt. 
And foz to accomplithe the hole entencion And be well ware on cche party 
Ok her falſeluſt in any maner thing, Him to pzeſerue from all logardye; 
She is agreed by compoſicion _ ö 3 5 
To pelde the caſtell in haſte vnto the byng, Che which greatly hath appayzed 
She foz to come without moze tarying Is it is remembzed of olde antiquite; 
Lyke a ducheſſe her ſelle topzeſent Cauled Romapnes to be diſpayzed 
Where as the king late armed in his tent, By froward luſtes hndzing their cyte, 
Ind appalled their old pzoſperite, ; 
Tee , To Non 86 ee 
er four ſo | 0 John our . 
oue cauſed that Ge hath fozſake P (right; E] nt x 
Her blode,her kyn,where it were wzonge oz As many kinges ofthe ſame nombze, 
And Rimuide the ſpace of al a nyght Which by ſlouth were afoze oppzeſſed, 
With Cathamus had all her delite, Wyom that ſlouth whylom didencombze: 
And euer after he had her indiſpyte, (Their names by and by here expꝛeſſed | 
To mine auctoz they haue their cours dꝛeſſed 


And by the kyng whan che was refuſed, 
Cwelue innombze Þ dwelled in his houſe 
Moſt frowardly her beauty hath abuſed, 
Ok her nature che was lo lecherous, 
And to reherce it is contagious | 
Howe the wert after ſo abhompnable 
Co be aquainted with gromes of table. 


It were but vayne to tary on this mattere 
Oz any longe pꝛoceſſe foz to make, 

Yer (tozy is contagious foꝛ to here 

But fynally at myſchefe che was take; 
Foz a ſpectacle fetched on a take: 

Det vp alofte myne auctour telleth ſo, 
Died in diſtreſſe foz conſtraynt of yer wo. 


(The. vii.Chapiter, 
C Of Juſtinian the falſe extozcioner erp- 


ledby Patrician, after both noſe and 
epen tut from his head; 


FF example ſo as freche armure 

| Thzough longe reſtinge leſeth hys 
1 Nil dꝛightneſſe, : 

— Fret with olde ruſt gadzeth greate 


——— — 


ozdure, 

$ diffaced of his frech clereneſſe; _ 
emblably the Romains hie pꝛoweſſe 

Gan foz to appal( alas and that was routh) 
Phan thep gaue them to negligente a flouth. 


Who in knighthode lyſt haue experiente 
Muſt elchewe ryotous pdelneſſe, 

By pꝛudent and entyze diligence 

Large with diſcrecion, manly w 2 
Co hygh empziles his cozage dzelle, 


Like their degrees to ſpeke in wozdes kewe, 
Juſtinian fir gan his face hewe. 


Nat Juſtinian whylom ſo bertuong 


And of pzudent gouernaunce lo notable, 
But Juſtinian Temerarius 

Double of his dedes, falſe and diſceiuable, 
Ok his pꝛomyſe diners and vnſtable, 
Whylom eriled by Patrician 
Fozertozcions that he in Rome began. 


Dis nole & eyen Patrician gaue in charge 
To be cut of by furious cruelite, | 
And ofthe empyze that was ſo wyde c large 
Leoncius next gouerned the cite, 

And thzough foztunes mutabilite : 
The ſame Leonce by Tibery was caſt doun, 
His eyen put out, and died in pꝛilon. 


Tiberius after ſerued oftheſame, 
His noſe cut of, from his ſee put doun, 
Fo: a rebuke and a perpetuali hame 
To a cite that called was Cerſon, 
Without mercy fauour oz raunſon 
Eriled he was, puloned as a thefe 
By longe turment dyed at niſchefe, 


The. viii. Chapter. 
4 howe Philippe the Emperout 
. 


1 
CObhoſe Empyzeno whyle dyd en- 


: 
— 


Lyke an heretyhe curſed ok liuynge, 


And 


* of 
- 1 ; 


And odious to euery creature 4 
Bete do wa ymages, and many frech picture 
Ok holy ſayntes, which in their tẽples Rode 
Wherby Komains dempt þ he was wod, 


Purſued he was by amanly knight 
Called Inaſtaſe, and put out of his plate: 
And in Cecile ot very fozce and might 

He did his eyen out of his head arace, 

By iudgement his vylage to difface, 
Semblably as he by great outrages 

Ok Chzailtes taythe diffaced the ymages, 


Died at miſchefe dyzked with blindneſſe, 
Than Jnaſtale toke poſſeſſion, 

In whole time bokes beate witneſſe 

Ind cronicles alſo make mencion, 

Ok the empyze was made deuiſion, 

That firſt was one parted in to twayne 
Wherot mine auctoz in maner doth coplaine, 


Che.ix. Chapter, 


¶ Howe Anaſtaſe was compelled to leaue 
the empyꝛe to be a pꝛeeſt and liue 
in pouerte. 


N She reherteth in his opinion 
aud therupon doth a grounde deuile, 
Cauſe aud rote of their deuiſion 
Toke oziginali of falſe couetiſe, 

And teriouſſy he telleth here the gile 

In to þ church whã riches bꝛought in pzide, 
All perkection anone was ſet aſyde, 


The poze ſtaffe, and potent of doctryne 
Wyan it was chaunged and liſt nat abyde 
Jn wylfult pouerte, but gan anone decline 
On ſtately palfrays and hie hozſes to tyde, 
Shoꝛtes ok heer were allo layde alyde, 
Turned to copes of purple and ſanguine, 
Gownes of ſcarlet furred with yerinine, 


Slendꝛe fare of wyne and water clere 
With abſtinence of bzeade made of whete, 
Chaunged tho dayes to many fat dinere 
With confect dzinke and ypocras (wete, 
All (obernes did his boundes lete, 
Scarlſneſle of fode left his olde eſtate, 
With newe exteſſe gan were delicate, 


Goſtly liuing in the churche appalled, 


Cauſed Grekes withdzaw them inlentence 
From the pope, in Peters place lalled, : 5: '- 


The ninthboke 


And liſt to him do none obedſence: 
Falſe auarice cauled this offence 

That the Grekes did them ſelfe deuide, 
Fro the Nomains foz their great pude, 


Thus couetile and falſe ambicion 

Did firlt great harme in the ſpirituall, 
Bꝛought in diſcoꝛde and diuiſion 
Amonge pꝛinces in their eſtate ropall: 


VVho clibeth higheſt moſt perilous is his fall. 


Recozde J take of the fozeſaid Anaſtate 
By Theodolie put out of his plate. 


(This Theodoſie dyd his buſy paine 

On Anaſtale ſuch werre foz to make 

That maugre him he did him lo conſt rapne 
That he was fayne the empyze to fozſake: 
Foz feare and dxde he dyd vpon him take 
The ozder of pzteſthod from þ imperial le, 
Content with littel liued in pouerte. 


(The.x.Chapiter, 


c howe the head of Lupus king of Lom⸗ 
bardy was ſmyt of by Gtimaldus. 


A ter theſe chaunges remebzed by wzi- 
tinges 

Litze as J haue tolde here in partye, 

Came to Bochas four mighty kinges 

Reigning echone of olde in Lombardie, 

After the maner and gyle in Barbarpe: 

They were arayed in their paſſage. | 

YO ith hear frogrowen body and viſage, 


Their berdes raught to their na uil doun, 
Their garnementes of colours manyfolde 
With bꝛod baudzikes enbꝛaced enuyzon 
Large buckies # pendauntes of fyne golde, 
They: bzech enbꝛoudꝛed after þ gyle of olde 
Fret with per le legge ſtocked to the kne, 
Playnynge to Bochas of their aduerlite. 


Their one were raced freſhly to the tone 
Richely tranſuerſed with gold Wye, 

And theton ſet many a ſtronge one 

Gapne Phebus light (one bzight and clere, 
Theſe lombarde kinges gan tapzoch nere: 
The fyꝛſt of al the king Lupus 

Unto Bochas gan to complaine thug, 


Bochasc quod he)as toʒ my party 
Foz ta teherce by chozt conclulion 


One 
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One Grymaldus a pzince of Lombardy, 
Path me encloled out of myregion, 

And cruellp enchayned me in pꝛiſon 

And after that did a ſergeant lende, 

Sinyt ok mpne head x there J made an ende. 


The xi. Chapter. | 


CHowe theheade of Alexius was 
(mit of by Comperton, 


ter this end rehereed of Lupus 

81 wy declare his moztall yeuy- 

6 neſle, 

Next in oꝛdꝛe there came Flexius 
-—— 3l6bardking, famous of richeſle, 

Which toke on him of furquedoug pzowelle 

Foz to compaſle the diſttuction 

Ok a pꝛince called Comperton, 


Which ware alſo a crowne in Lombardye: 
Atwyxt both was werre and great diſtaiice, 
But all the people and lozdes of Pauie 

With mighty hande a marciall gouernaunce 
The laid Alexius bzought bnto milchaunce: 
And Comperton eſcaped from all dzede, 

Ok moztal vengeaunce let (mite of his heade. 


The xit, Chapiter, 


how Jriperton wasdzowned with 
his ryches. 


ter whoſe death pitouſly plapning 
= Cofoze Bochas came Ariperton, 

ot Lombardy whilom lozd and king 

Whiche like a fole of high pꝛelumpcion 

All cauleleſſe toke occaſion 

Ok volunte,there is no moze tolap, 

Againe the duke of Sagaroys ts werrey, 


Thele pzinces twayne taken haue the felde, 
And of Ariperton the party gan apapze, 
His aduerſatp anone as he behelde 

His cowarde herte gan fall in diſpapze, 
Into auie foz feare he gan repayze: 

Toke his treaſour in put pole anonright 
Foz uery dꝛede to take him to the flight. 


Toke a ve ſſell and ent red is the ſee 

With lodaine tempeſt aſſailed a derkne ſſe, 
His barge periſhed by great aduerſite, 
And was dꝛowned w al his great rycheſſe: 
Lo here the fyne of wopldly wzetchydneſle, 


| 
| 


"».4., 
_ 
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Namely of them to get great treafours 
That gyn werte agayn their neighbours, 


ye rin. Chapter. 
¶ Yowe Dediere by 2ian and 
2 put to 


flight, a died at miſchele. 


— Bochas with heupe loke and 
chere 

King of Lombardy chewed his pꝛelece, 
Called in his time noble Dediere, 
Notable in armes and ofgreat excellence, 
And where his father had doneoftence 
To the Pope and full great dureſle, 
This king caſt the domages to cedzeſle, 


Agiſtolphe was his fathers name, 
Whiche to the Pope did great aduerſite, 
Foz whiche his ſonne to tncreate his fame 
Ok royall fredom and magnanimite 

And of benpgne iyberalite, 

Gaue to the Pope with humble reuerence, 
A datelp cite that called is Fagence, y 


Therwith he gaue trealour and great good 
Is he that liſt of fredome nat toſpare, 

A mighty caſtell whiche on Tybze ſtod 
Within the boundes a lozdchyp of Ferrare: 
Whiche is a cyte plapnly to declare 

Ok antiquite myne auctour telleth lo, 

And ſtant vpon the ryuer ol the Poo; 


This Dediere reigning in Lombardy 

Gan were famous at vis beginning, 

Yad a great name vpon eche party: 

But in the erthe is nothing abyding, 

Ill tant on chaunge, foztune in wozkyng 
$ founde vaſtable # double of her vyſage, 
hich of this king chaunged rhe cozage; 


There he was large on euery ſide 
Lyberal founde in many ſondzye wyle, 
His goodiyhede was chaunged in to pzyde 
and his largeſle in to couetyſe, 

Ok doubleneſſe he gan anone deuyſe 
To clayme agapnecas ye (hail vnderſtand) 
His ſaide gyftes out ofthe Popes hande; 


LOhiche Dediere had made aliaunce 

Is the cronicte maketh mencion. 

With king Pepin reignyng tho in Fraunce; 

Ifter whole death to haue poſſellion 

And full lozdyp ok all that regs 0 
e. ec 
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De gan ol newe fall at diſfaunce, — _ 
Both tb the Pope # with the king of Fraũce, 


Ol pꝛeſumpcion thele werres he began 
Againe his pꝛomiſe, ot᷑ double variaunce, 
oye in tho dates was holy Jdzian 

hich to ſtynt the troble & gret nulchaſice, 
N: quired helpe of the king of Fraunce:. 
And great Charles in Bochas as J rede, 
Came to the Pope to helpe him in this nede, 


Charles that time was cheke pzotectoure 
To holy churche their pauis and defence, 
Whiche of hole hert and dyligent labour 
With Dediere by manly violence 

He met in Tuſkie of knightly excellence, 
Had a bataple to pzeue thetr might 
Charles victoꝛ Dediere put to flpght. 


Is J fynde he fled in to Pauie, 

Worthy Charles layde a ſiege afozne 
Conſtrapned them vpon eche partye 

Foz lache of vitaile thep were almoſt lozne, 
They wanted licour grayne and cozne, 

By (odayne conſtraynt a great aduerſyte 
To king Charles they yelded vp the cyte. 


Ayng Dediere was ſent in to Fraunce 
With mighty chaynes fettred in pziſon, 
Like a waetche in (020w a great penaunce 
Died at miſchefe there gapned noraunſon, 
Which had afoze ſo great poſſeſſion, 

After whoſe day by olde wziting 

Among lobardes was neuer crowned king. 


The \Xittt. Chapter, 


dq ot Pope Johan a woman With 
childe and put downs. 


ter the P2inces reherced here tofozne, 


Dꝛoboned in teares came acreature 
Like a bychop rounded and pchozne, 
And as a paieſt he had abzode tonlure: 
Her apparaple outwarde and beſſure, 
Being a woman wherof Bochas toke hede, 
Lykea pzelate hape was her wede. 


She was the lame that of yoze agon 
Unwo:thely late in Peters place, 
Das afterwarde called Pope John 


I berdleſſe pzelateno heare ſene on her face, 
Ok her birth named was the place 
Maience a cite ſtanding in Jraile, 
Upon the Keen full famous of vitaple. 


Jn her youth and in her tendze age 
oꝛloke her kyn, and in eſpeciall 

Calt He would foz her auauntage 
Geue her to conning,body,hert and all, 
And in the ſciences called Iyberall 

In all ſeuin by famous excellence 

By great ſtudy che had experience. 


Her name couthe in many a diuers lande 
To ſhew her contng firſt whan ſhe began, 
Serchyng pꝛouinces came to Englande, 
No wight luppoſing but $ Ge was a man: 
Came to Rome her ſtozy tell can, 

Taught Grammer,Sophiltry, and Logike 
Ned in ſcholes openly rethozike. 


Inthe tyme ol themperour Lotarpe, 
Akter the death as made is mencion, 
(Fro mine auctour if J chall nat vatie,) 
Ok the Pope which called was Leon, 
The laid woman by election 

Iſtalled was, no wight ſuppoſing than 
By us token but that che was a man. 


The boke of Soztes after that anon 

Ok auenture tourned vp ſo doun, 

She was named and called Pope John: 
Of whole naturall diſpoſicon 

Fyll by pꝛoceſſe in to temptacion, 

Quicke vw childe the hour came on her than, 
Was deliuered at ſapnt Jhon Lateran, 


After put downe foz her great outrage, 

I wyll on her (pende no moze labour 

But paſſe ouer all theſurpluſage, 

Okher — Lives of her great errour; 
Turne mp ſtile vnto the emperour 

Called Yrnolde,# wzite his pitous chaunce 
Sonne to Charles 8 great king of Fraunce. 


Co this Charles as bokes determine 

De was ſonne nat bozne in marpage, 
But begotten on a concubine, 

Toke vpon him of ſurquedous outrage 
9 title, byꝛche, oꝛ lynage 

Co luctede by fraude and falſe labour 
Among Romatns to reigne as emperour. 


He was bngracious litting in that aq 


WHERE eee A 


n milchefe ſpent his dayes euerpchone, 
ith lyce and woꝛmes made inkaztunate, 
Thzough ſkyn and fleſGe fret vnto the bone; 
Craft of medicine noꝛ locour was ther none, 

So depe he was fret in his entraple, 
Died. in diſtreſſe no leche might auaple. 


here Bochas counſayleth 
pꝛinces to remembze 
on Arnolde. 


wi Pne auctour Bochas ſiynte here 
mM a while, — _ | 
DM Dbarped his penne of entencis, 
AN e to tranſpoꝛte his 
To wꝛite of tyꝛauntes the tranſgreſſion, 
Moe wode and fell than any Scozpion: 
Chem counſailing whan they be moſt bolde 
Foz toremembzeof this pꝛoude Irnolde. 


> ne was nat in his pꝛide aſſapled 

ith wolues, Tigres, noꝛ Lions Cuapyled 
With raupnous Beares 102 wilde bozes tra 
Nouther with other mighty champions 
LOhich haue conquered many regions, | 
But with wo2mes engendzed or his bynde 
The laid Arnolde was murdzed as J fynde: 


In luche dilioynt the ſaid Arnolde ſtode 
With lice and wozmes tret againe nature, 
That was ſo nie bozne of Ch atleg blode 
mpotent the paine to endure, 

hiche was in lothe an vncouth auenture 
That a pꝛinte might nat be (ocoured 

Ot ſmale wozmes foz to bedeuoured, 


A greate enſample who lyſt conſidze and ſee 
To pꝛinces all, foʒ to abate theit pꝛide 

Let them conlydze theyz fragplite 
To ſe an emperour to abide 
Cha ſſaute of woʒmes, and ley 
Inthis Ar nolde wyſely aduertyle 


How god hath power their pompe to tha 


Death of Arnalde did my pen encombze 

. reat aVboinyagcion, 0 

Cl n t0.Sochas came the twelft. ig nombze 
all | 

Entrfiig by fraude aud falſe election 


(ſyde: 


10 


ope Jhon as made is mencion, 


f lawe frowarde and contrary, -- 


e à paſtour but lyke a marcenarye. 
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of John Wochas 


Hand ot g other, and both were talled J 


r boſte a⸗ 
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Called afoznehe was Octaliau. 72 
Nothing reſembling Peterg gouernaunce,. 
Frothe tune in Kome that he began 

To lit as Pope, ue gaue his attendaunte, 
To folow his tuſt and his flechly pleſaunce, 
In haukingandhunting ſtodehis felicite 
And amonge women conuerſauit to be. 


Unto (urfete,ryot,andglotony, 

Ye gaue him wholy and tokeofitnokepe, 
Greatly diſclaundzed he was of lechery, 
Kept in his court withont chame oz dꝛede 
IJnombꝛe of women. in cronicle as Jrede: 
Two cardinals ot purpoſe did entende 
His vicious like to coꝛreckte and amend, 


And of entent theſe Cardinals two | 
The churche eſclatidzed cal them to red2eſſe, 


Made letters, ſent them to Orcho 


Duke ot Saxon, that he ꝙould him dzeſſe 
Toward Name, and ot hie nobleſſe 

On holy churche to haue compaſſion, 
Wake of this milchefe iuſt refoꝛmation . 


This N ope Jhon whan he hath perceiued 
Ok thele Cardinals'the manger of waiting, 
Ind howe the duke ß letters hath received, 
He to do vengeaunce made not taryeng, * 
Bode no lenger this iudgement yeuing,- 
Cut of the noſe felly ot that one, 1 


ohn, 


The emperaur did his letters ende 
To this Pope ot hole aſfes tion. 
Ok his defautes he Could him amende: 
But there was found no caꝛtertion. 
Foꝛ which he was depoſed and put doun 
By Cardynals foz his curſidneſſe, | 
Me liſt nomoze to wzite of his wzetchidnes, 


Foz his defautes a his gret onttage (uiſe 
This John put downeas ve haue herde de⸗ 
Mine auctour after caught a great cozage 
Seing this milchefein many londzy wple 
In holy churche which that dyd aryſe, 

I mong;p:elatescaſt himſelfe blyue 

Their defautes epenly-todilexyne, 


Of their pꝛide and pzeſumpcion, 


And while be gan nudte in this matter 


Be gan rembzeanone in his reaſon 
Upon a verſe w2itten in p dgutere (nere. 
Touche nat my pzophetes ne nigh the nat to 
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Not againe thẽ beware in dede and thought Rothe fole and cowarde bokes ſpecify, 


In no wyſe that ye maligne nought. 


Foz this cauſe as ve (hall vnderſtande 
Touching this mattercplainly as I rede) 
* auctour gan withdza w his hande, 
Left his purpoſe and fozth gau pzocede: 

To whole p2elence o2 that he toke yede 
Came a pzince duke Charles of Loayne, 
Him belought to wꝛite his greuous payne. 


oP The, xb. Cha pter. 
ol Charles of Lozayne confounded 
* with hunger. 
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J concetue ' 
[bad werxe with 5 king of Fraſice 
Called hugh Capet, and as Jap- 
percepue 44124] 
An archebyſhop todo the king pleſaunce 
Ol hatred made his oꝛdinaunce 
Agapne this duke, d awayte vpon him let 


That he hun toke a bedde whan he llept, 


The (aid byſdop gan falſiy vadermyne 
This wozthy duke by full falſe treaſon, 
Which as J fyude was called Inceline, 
Ind he was biſhop that time of Leon, 
Which by fraude and falſe colluſion 

Toke this pzince was duke of Lozaine, 
And to the king he bzought him by a traine. 


Y 


Uovde of reaſon, noyſedof pgnozaunce 
Ind at a point cou de nopuruetaunce, 


Foztune alſo did at him diſdayne 

Foz he was nouther mantynoz cozagiong, 
Again whom were wozthy knightes twain 
Herta was one with Laodiſlaus 

Famous in armes notable and vertuoug, 
Bothe at ones on Salomon came doug 
Ind made him ye out ok his region, 


Thzoughhis vnhappy frowarde cowardile 
There was in him founde no defence, 
Flight was his chelde, liſt in no wyſe 

Gaine his enemies make no reſiſtence, 
Fapyled herte to come to pzeſence 

To ſaue his lande, hedzedehim lelfe ſo ſoze, 
Ol whom Bochas wzit in his boke no moze, 


Che xbii. Chapter. 


CHowe Petro kyng ol Dungery 
was flapne. 


N other kyngeput here in remembzaſice 
Called Petro reygning tnhungry, 

Foz his defautes agayne the kynge of 
Fraunce 

Pcalled Charles ofmalice and foly 

By indignacton this was his turmentry, 
His eyen put out ther was no better ſocour, 
Ind after ſlaine by dome of the emperour, 


By whome he was deliuered to pꝛilon The. xviii. Chapter 
To Diliaunce,and with chapnes bounde: | | 
What was his ende was inadenomencion F&DYowe Diogenes the Emperour was 
But in a pyt hozryble and pzofounde taken, and his eyen put out, 
Miſchefe with hunger did him lo confounde, 5 | 
That J luppoſe this duke of Lozaine iter to Bochas there came twain 
Conlumed was foz conltraint of his pane. don the ryng 
E501 $9545 1 | Duke of Sweue fozmeſt as J 
The xvi. Chapiter, rede, | 
| une! A gaine themperour fy2ft malicy- 
C Howe king Salamon whylom king ouſly wozking, mw 3 
of Hungery was put to flight. Henry the emperour reigning tho in dede: 


fter ta Bothas there came doun 
P2inces four,and eche foz his party 
£4.44 Their gretes tolde, and fy2(t Sala 
mon WATT 4 
That whylomreigned in Hungry 


Banpched te 


But foz his e is fatal mede, 
to dwel amonge beaſtes ausge 
Slainein@fozeſt foz his great outrage. 


Whan Conftantine departed from thyslyfe 
Whiche ok all Grece was loꝛde c gonernour, 
By maruge of her that wag his wike, 
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Ok Jhon Bochas - 


A knight Diogenes was made emperour: 
Foztune to him did ſo great fauour 
Conſtantinople holding in his hande, 

As louerapne pꝛince of al grekes lande. 


pet ther were ſome that grutched theragain 
And had of him great indignacion, 
The king of Perce Belſet Tarquiniaine, 
Frohim by fozce toke many a region, 
Meſopotamie to his poſſeſſion 7 

Toke by ſtrong hand thꝛough his chiualrp, 
Maugre Diogenes a almoſt all Durrye, 


Belſet Tarquiniã made him ſelfe loſtronge 
By manly fozce Diogenes to aſlaple, 

Aud foz Diogenes thought he did him vw2ong 
He gan oꝛdaine great ſtuffe and apparayle, 
A day aſſigned they met in batayle: 
Diogenes of froward auenture 

He tc his knightes bzought to dilcomfyture, 


(Take he was, a bzought by great diſdayne, 
In whom as tho there was no reliſtence, 
To kinge Belſet called Tarquintaine; 

And whan he came to his pzelence 

Againſt him was yeue this lentence, 

To lie downe plat and that king Belſet 
Should take his fote and on his thzote let, 


This was done fo2 an hie diſpite 
Diogenes bzought foꝛthe on a chapne, 
Without reuerence,{auour,o2 reſpyte, 

At great feaſtes aſſigned was his payne: 
Ind alderlaſt put out his eyen twapne, 
(The whele of foztune tourneth as a ball 
Sodapne eclymbing aſketh a lodayne fail; 


The. rir.Chapiter, 


Chow Robert duke of Nozmandy foughte 
with the Turkes,was named to the 
crovwne of Jeruſalem,and 
died at miſchefe, 


[ COozthye Pzynce (ſpoken of in manye 
reem EP | 
= + Noble Robert duke of Nozmandy, 
Choſe to the crowne of Jerulaleem, 
But foz cauſe he did it deny 
Foztunevnto him had enuy: 
The ſame Robert next in oꝛdꝛe was 
That came to playne his fall vnto Bochas. 


Fol. xx bii 


Foz Chꝛiſtes fayth this migyty tdampion 
This duke Robert armed in plate and maile 
— — — — 5-+5-2opptty 
Foz chuſtes faythe that it ould auaile, 
To ſuſtene the lawe in their entent 

Co all the kinges or the Ocrident. 


Of Turkes &Sarazing was ſo gret a nõbze 
Gaine Chꝛiſtes law gadꝛed in puiſſaunce 
The faythof Chzilt fal ly to encombze, 

But there were made haſty oꝛdinaunce 

By kinges of England Roꝛmandy a Fradice 
Firſt to ſocour did their buly paine 
Godfray de Bollion, ) was duke of Loꝛaine. 


Which on Sarazins made a diſcomfyture 
Maugre Turkes fo; all their great might, 
In which battaile Chziſt made him recure 
(The felde that day to ſuppozte his right, 
Where Robert was found ſo good a knight 
That foz his nobleſſe by recoꝛde of wꝛityng 
Ok Jeruſalem was named to be king; 


He aſſented nat to the election | 
Bycauſe ot new that he did vnderſtand 
Dis elder bother fo2 Moꝛt concluſion, 
Pcalled Willyam was dead in Englande: 
Wolde in no vople take þ crowne on hande 
Of Jerulalem, but like a manly knight 


Came to Englande foz to clayme his right 


And pet oꝛ he came he had knowledging 
His ponger bꝛother called Henry 

Had vpon him take td be crowned kyng, 
Toldehis lozdes and pzinces fynally 

He was next heyze, entred rightfully 
As enheritour to (uccede in that reem 
His bzother being king of Jherulalem, 


God wot the cauſe ſtode all in other wyle 
The ſaid Robert duke of Nozmandye 
Purpoſedhim by marciall empziſe 
From his bꝛother to take the regalpe, 
Toke his pzinces and his chyualrye = 
(Thought he wold like a manly knighte 
Arryue in England, and reioyſe his righte. 


Both in one felde aſſembled on a dap, 


Che bzethzen twapne, ech th ſtrong party 


To darraine and make no delap 

Eche with other to holde champarty: 

But whan thele loꝛdes the milche fe did eſpy, 

They bulied them and were 3 
eau. 1 


Atwene the b2etherne to refourme pees. 


(The ſaid bzetherne were fully condiſcended 
Upon this poynt foz ozte concluſien, 

As in the accozde was iuſtiycompzchended, 
Henry to holde and haue poſſeſſton 
During his lite of al this region, 

And Nobert Gould haue fozhts party 

A ſumme of golde with ali Nozmandy, 


The thouſande poũde put in remembzaunce 
Eche pere to Robert ſent fro his region, 
Of which payment to make full aſſuraunce 
Was layde yoſtages as made is mencion: 
But yet of new fyll a diſcencion 

At wene the bzetherne of hatred and enuy 
Foz acertaine caſtell Þ ſtode in Nozmandy, 


Which caftell longed of heritage 
Unto the kinges juriſdiction, 

Ok which the duke toke his auauntage 
£Daugre the king and held poſſeſſion, 
Turned alter ts his confulion: 

And whan the king this thing did eſpye 
Dith ſtronge hand came to Nozmandy, 


Where the duke was layde a ſiege about, 
Made ozdinaunce to recure his right, 
Gate the caſteil, toke his bzother out, 
Empuiſoned yim of very fozceand might; 
Leit him alone out of all mennes light 
Fourtene pere, the cronicie wziteth lo, 
There he died in milchete and in wo. F 


Whyle Bochas was buſy in his labour 
His boke tacomplythe with great diligence, 
To him appered the great emperouc 
Called Henry, chewed his pzeſence, 

Gan complaine vpon great offence 
Done to him. the miſchefe and diſtreſſe 
By his ſonnes great vnkyndneſſe, 


The which lonne was called eke Henry 
Greatly accuſed of ingratytude, 

Cauſe he w2ought ſo 11 : 
Toke his father with fozce and multitude, 
Entreated him boyſteouſly and rude, 

And afterward there gayned no raunſon 
At great miſchefe,he dyed in pzylon, 


The.xx.Chapiter, 


How Joceline pzince of Rages fox pzyde, 
flouth,and lecherp, dyed in pouerte, 


The ninth boke 


Bothe ot aſſent toke them to the flight: 


'2 Unto Bochas toſhew his heuines 
Came Joceipne, loꝛd and pzince of 


e, 
n wy = of ryches: 
And this pzince(mine auctoz bereth witneſſe) 
Was greatly yeue to ſlouth and logatdp, 
And all his luſt he ſet inlechery, | 


Left his l1ozd@yp out ofgouernaunce 

Fo: lacke of wiſdome and diſcrecion, 

In flechlp luſt ſet all his pleſaunce, 

And of the countreis about him enuy2on 

He was nat had in reputacion: 

Certayne pzinces mine auctoz doth diſcryue 
Ok his lozd@yp caſt him to depziue, 


Amonge whiche the pzince of Flapy 
Called Sangupne the ſtozy who lyſt ſe, 
To Joceline hauing great enup 

Lapde a ſiege to Rages the cite, 

He beyng abſent ferre from that countre 
And thus foz llouthe dt wylful neglygence 
Rages was take by mighty violence. 


Fad Joceline commaunded to pziſon, 
To him foztune was ſo coutrarious, 


Loſt his lozdyp and dominacion; 


Lo here the fyne of folkes vicious 

Slowe, delicat, pꝛoude, and lecher ous, 
Dyed in pouerte in miſche e and in nede: 
Df vicious pꝛinces lo here the kynall mede. 


Che. xxi. Cha pit er. 


CHowe the emperour Indꝛonicus ſiewe all 
that were of the blode royal, cheryched 
vicious people, and after was 
hanged, 


S very heire here and trewe lucceſſour 
By election and alſo by lpnage, 
Came Andzonicus loꝛzde and emperour 


Ok Conſtantinople, crow ned king of age, 


Next to Bochas with triſt and pale vylage: 
Beleching him to dohis buſy cure 
(To remembze his wokul auenture. 


Imonge grekes by ſtoꝛy and ſcripture 
This ndzonicus gouerned nat aright, 
Againe lawe and eke agayne nature 
Founde with his ſuſter flechly on a night, 


Againe 
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Agapne him his coſyn was ſo fell 
Lozde of that countre called Emanuell, 


Fo: a time ſtode as a man exiled 

Foz his diſcectons &many an vncouth ſtrife, 
By his pꝛinces after reconſiled 
Standing in yope he Qould amende his lyfe: 
But in the tyme that he was fugitife 

He was made lozde a ſtode ſo foz a whyle, 
Reignyng in Pontus, ok Iſie a great Ile. 


In this whyle Emanuell was deade 
Fall in great age the ſtoꝝy te lleth thus, 
Hauyng a child, and he who liſt take hede 
Whyle hedwelled in his tathers houg 
Among grekes called Alexius, 

And the tutour that he was aſſigned to 
Pcalled was Alexius alſo, 


The lame that was aſſigned his tutour 

To le vpon him al the gouernaunce 

Had ful power as lozde and Emperoure 

Ind al the empire vader his obeiſaunce, 

9 — # loꝛdes gaue to him attendaunce: 
here that he were pꝛelent oz abſent 

Eche thing was done at his cömaundement. 


Imeane as thus, he had al in hand 
Conſtantinople, a cite of great ſubſtaunce, 
But foꝛ extoꝛtions whych he dyd in the lande 
On his lubiectes, and foz miſgouernaũce 
Among the lozdes it fyll in remembꝛaunce 
Al of aſſent in hert gan deſire, 


To Call Andzonicus agayae to his empy2e. 


By aſſent reſtozed and crowned Emperour 
Conſtantinople entring the cite, 

Bulied him by fraudulent labour 

All the bloude bozneof the imperiall ſee 
Foz to be layne by vengeable cruelte, 

By tudgement of this Jndzonicug 

Except a pꝛince called Jſacius, 


Thus in effecte the trouth was well ſene 
He was vengeable laſtinhigolde age 
Right as he was in his yeres grene, 
Felly gouerned, ful of falſe outrage: 
Laſt of al malicious of cozage 
Toke to toũſel in Grete he was thus named, 
Al ſuch as were diſclaundzed oz diffamed. 


ere a en re 
irantes Þ wo a e 
Cberichch al that barer were andbolde ; 


of John Bothas 


Fol.xtbui. 


Widowes, wines, æ maidens to opp2eſſe: 
Nibaudry was called genttlnes, 
Spared nouther he was ſo lecherous 
Women \wozne chalt,no2 folke religious. 


Had alſo no maner conſcience 

To his ſubiectes, falſelpe by rauine 
Toke what yim liſt by vniuſte violence, 
Co al vyces hys youth he dyd enclyne; 
Ind all that were of the royall lyne 
Were flaine echone except Iſaciugs, 


As J tolde erſt, oy Andzonicus. 


And as I fyndfo2 him in haſte he ſent 
Foz this pur pole to come to his pzelence, 


Co murdze him this was his entent 


By diners tokens and many euydence: 
And fully knewe the fine of his ſentence 
He lyke a pꝛinte lyſt come no nete, 
Smyt of the heade of the Mellanger. 


And After that of manly pzouidence * 
Myd the cite chewed him lyke a knyght, 
Pꝛapde loꝛdes to peue him audience 
Pzinces,and iudges, foz to do him ryght, 
That he — declare in their (yght 
Great iniuries & domages outraglons 
Wzought by themperour called Indzonicus. 


O Citezins that knowe all the gile 

Of your Emperour called Andzonicug, 

Not emperour lo as ye lyſt aduertyle 

But a tiraunt cruel and furious, 

A falle murderer,vengeable,# diſpitous, 

on of newe and froward falſe cozage 
lapne of the Empyze holy the lynage. 


There is alfueleft none of the blode 

Saue J alone of the royall lyne, 

Foz Fndzonicus lyke a tiraunt wvode 

Hath ſlaine echone bzeaely to termpne, (cline 
is lwoꝛde ol vegeaunce they myghte not de- 
owe purpoſeth he of moꝛtall tiranye 

To flee me alſo that am of their alye, 


Requiringeyou in this conſiſtozy 

O cite ins that here pzeſent be, 
Toremembze and call to memozy 
Howe this famous imperiall cite 

Hath aye ben redy to do equite, 

Buly alſo of their nobleſſe 

Wꝛonge of tirauntes manly to oppꝛeſle. 


Philolophers and Poetes eke deuyſe 
Ee.iiits In 


The ninthboke 


n their lawes pꝛudent and notable, 
200 of tirauntes is noble(arrifice 
To god aboue whan they be vengeable: 
And lith ye be ryghtkull, iuſt, and ſtable, 
n pour wozkes vVoyde of vartacice 
eye thys matter iuſtly in balaunte. 


The people echone al of one aſſent 

Fo: outrages ofthys Indzonicus 

ut him downe by ryghtfull iudgement, 
n whole place was let bp Jſacius: 
The ſayd tiraunt frowarde and vicious 
Gan maligne and hym (elfe dzeſſe 

In his detence to make a foztreſle, 


It holpe him not to make reſiſtence, 

So as he ſtode voyde of al fauoure 

Seiged he was, and by violenee 
Maugte hys myhgt rent out of that tower, 
* Spolted cruclly founde no better ſocour: 
Stode all naked quakyng in his payne, 

And fy:lt rent out one of his epen twapne. 


And ouermoze he had this rewarde 
Wythout help, ſocour, oz reſpute, 
Rode ou an alle his face ſet backwarde 
The alles tayle holdyng toz diſpite, 
Wyomn to beholde the people had delpte: 
To poꝛe and rychye thzugy the cite 

Hymn to rebuke was graunt ed liberte. 


After al this in a carte ſet 

And vengeably lad out of ß toun, 
By dome hanged on an hye gybec 
The people on hym to hys confuſion, 
Made clamour and terrible ſoun: 
Wolde neuer fro the galowes wende 
Cyll un milcheke by death he made an ende. 


CLenuoye, 
Athis tragedy agayuſte Andzoni- 


7 
| Bochas maketh an exclamacion 
Igapne al pꝛinces vicious, 
Wyle ti ep haue power and dominacion 
By tirannpe vſinge extozcion, 
Concludynge thus that theyz talſe liuing 
Ol right requireth to haue an puell ending. 


Jndifferently this tyzant lechetous 

Ot wpues a maidens made none extepcion, 
Folowyng his luſt froward a dilclaundzous 
Spared no woman of religion, 


A 


Made wpues bzeake their pzofeffon * 
By violence, peple wel al this thing 


 Ofryght requyzeth to haue an puell eadyng, 


Moſt in mut dꝛe he was contagioug 

Ok innocent blode to make effuiton, © 
Uengeable allo agapne al vertuous, 

T gainſt his kpnrede ſought octalion 

To ſiee them tro whych that he came donn: 
Dyich conſidered all ſuch falſe wozking 
Ok right requireth to haue an yuell endynge. 


Bochas manaceth pzinces outragions 
Whyche by their pzoude hateful abuſion 
To god and man of wyll contrarious, 
Hauyng in herte a kalle opinion 

Al tho that bene in their ſabiection 
They may deuour their power ſo ſtretchyng, 
Vhich al not fatle to haue an yuell endyng, 


Noble pꝛiures ye that bene deſiroug 

To perſeuer in pour deminacion, 

Ind in al vertue to be victozious, 

Cheriche trouth and put falchede doun, 

Be merciable meaſured by reaſon: 

Of Andzonicus the lutfetes eſchewyng = 
(That ye by grace map haue a good endyng, 


The.xxit.Chapter, 


C Of Jſarins made blynde and 
take at milchefe, 


S is reherſed whan Jſacius | 
Had all the Empire in his poſſeſſion, 
To auenge the deth of Yndzonicus 
Conſtantinople in that ropal toun 

A bꝛother ot his there came doun, 

With a baſin bzenning bzight as glede, 
Made him blind, ofhym no moze I rede. 


Except Jſacius was take at miſchefe 
Ol him that wzought his diſtruction, 
Liyng awapte as doth a pꝛeuy thefe 
(Toke the Emperour, put him in pziſon: 
Uengeably dyd erecuſion 

As is remembzed with a baſyn bzight, 
Bzennyngred hote and ſo he loſt his light. 


A ſonne he had called Tlexius 

Cen dꝛe of age, caſt him to ſuccede, 
By his tutour falſe and contrarious 
Murdzed he was at miſchefe as J rede: 
The (ame tutour purpoling as in deds 


PSs: So e 


Ot Jhon ochas 


Ofthe empire by falſe colluſion 
By fraude and mede to haue poſſeſſion, 


In this chapiter of him no moꝛe J fynde 
Reherced here in oꝛder by wzitynge, 
But to mine auctour þ pzoceſſe maketh mind 
There came in haſte Sangot of Egipt kyng, 
And with him came pitouſly wepyng 
Migytye pzinces Soudans twapne, 
Reigning in Damas, their falles to coplayne 


Ok Aloppe Salech was that one, 

Keigning in Damas of his true ryght, 
Cathabadyn there beyng eke loudan 

Which in tho daies was holde a good knight 
Ind right notable in euery mannes light: 
And fo2 the S oudan of Babilon aferre 
Called Saladyn oppꝛeſſed was with werre, 


Foz ſocour ſent to thele pꝛintes twapne 

To tome in halt wyth ali their chiualry, 
Him to ſuppoꝛte and do their buſy payne, 
Enkloꝛce their myght to ſuſtene hys partpe: 
Whole requeſt thepipſt not deny 

A bode no lenger but made them lelſe ſtronge 
To ſtande with hym were it ryght oz wzong, 


Ok thys matter the lubſtaunte to conclude 
Thele pꝛintes came Salech a Cathabadyn, 
Foꝛ their guerdon they founde ingratitude 

In this fozſapde Soudan Saladin, 

Founde him vnkinde,plainly thys is the fyne 
From their eſtates as it was after hnowe 
Dilgraded thẽ both. bꝛoughte the ful lowe. 


Ol him in lothe they had none other mede 

Foz their labour, noꝛ foz their kyndnes,. 
What fyll after in Bothas I not tede 
Foz he fozthwith leauethchts peoceſſe © 
Ind vnto Robert doth his ſtyle dzeſſe 
Called Farentyne reigninge in Taurence, 
Wyo loſt his lozd(hyp by ſodapne violence. 


This to ſay he reignedbuta wyyle, 
Thys (ayd Robert loſt his gouernarnces 
Next to Bochas came Gayltiam of Cerite 
Ayng of that coũtte loꝛde al great puiſſaunte, 
Loſt his kingdom thzugh foatunes variance, 
His eyen twayne rent out of hys heade 
After died in milche ke and indzede . 
Iman“ £7 a 291? 
Which Guflitam reignyng in Cecils 
Was by diſtent bone uya ot ay... 
Co Robert Guiſterde, as bokes do tompile, 


Fol. cxix 


That whylom was duke of Nozmandye, 
Greatly deliting in chyualry 

With his bzother ful notable ofrenoun 
Which bzought Naples to ſubtection, 


- 4 bzothers name was KNogere, 

hich had a ſonne to be his enheritour 
Called Tancret as ſayth the cronicicre 
Which toke vponhim to reigne as ſucceſſour: 
Thus in Cecile Tancret was gouernour, 
Igapne whom by title ſought a fer 

Ok aliaunte he gan a moztall werre. 


Fo: amayde that called was Conſtaunce 
That doughter was tothekyng Rogere, 
Whych was ſet of ſpirituall pleaſaunce 


To de religious of hole hert and entere, 


And by recoꝛde of the croniclere 
Tyis Conſtaunte hath the woꝛld fozſake; 
Ind toreligion hath her body take, 


Of this Conſtaunte the ſelfe ſame pere 
That che was bozne as made is mencion 
There was a clerk? a great aſtronomere, 
Tolde of her byꝛth by calculacion 

She Qhoulde cauſe the deſolacion 
Of that kingdome,by pꝛoteſſe ofher age 
By the occalion onely of mariage. 


Some that were to Tancret great enmp 

By their vagoodly exhoztactou, 

Moued the Emperour g; Called was Hentp 
To take Conſtaunce from her religion, 

And by the Popes diſpenſacion 

She wedded was to the perout dp his might, 
By tytle ot her put Tancret from yys ryght. 


Wyth a great nombꝛe of Italiens 
The Emperour entred in to that region, 
But by favour of Ceeiliensgs | 
Tancret long time ſtode in polſefl ion: 
But thꝛough koꝛtunes tranſmutacion 
The (ame tyme to conclude in ſenrenice 
(Tye ſaide Tancret dyed on peſtilente. 

9d 203 3.41 88 EU BIN ; 
Dys ſaune Guilliã was bat ponge in dede 
With Ceciliens caſt him not to fatle 
To kepe hys land and his ryght poſſede, 


Met the Emperdut wyth lately apparayle 
Made him redy wyth him to haue a battayle: 


But the Emperdar to great auantage 


Caſt otherwyleof lade in vis cozage, 
Fayningly duryng the dylcoꝛde 


The 


— — — — oe rr ce es 


The Emperour caſt another whyle, + 
By a faſecolour to fall at accoꝛde 
And yong Guilliam vngoodlp to begile: 
Undze treaty taten in Cecile 

Falſiy depziued ofyys region 

Seat to Itaile, and thzowe in pzilon, 


By wey of treat the ſtoꝛp who lyſt lee 
All concluded vnder falſe creaſon, 

With Guilliam take were his luſters thze 
Dis eye put out foꝛ moze concluſion, 

He perpetnally dampned to pꝛiſon: 

Dyed in pouerte lolt his enheritaunce, 
Lo here the tone of wozidly variaunce, 


Further to wziteas Jhon Bochas began 
After that Guilliam was put fro hys reem , 
To hym appered Gupot Lucintan 

Chole afote kynge of Jeruſalem. 

10izoſe knightly tame Gone lyke the ſon beem 
Which by his nobleſſe he whilõ dyd attapne 
G9dicay pzeſent that was duke ot Lozayne, 


But by the Soudan named Saladine 
He was enchaced of that digaite, 

Al wo2idly pompe dꝛaweth to declpne: 
So foz the conſtraint of his aduerſite 
The yeres, paſſed of his p2oliperite 
Wente in to Cipꝛes as a fugitife, 
What fil after J rede not in his li fe. 


To make hys coplaynt after hym came one 
Which had ſtand in great peepicrite, 
Erle of B2yeyne and was called Jon, 
Whych afterward? was kynge of the cyte 
Called Jeryſalem, and had allo patrde 
A faire doughter yonge and tender of age, 
Jopned afcerto Frederize in mariage.. 


Beyng that tyme loꝛde and Emperour 

Was deſixous aboue al other thyng 
Of Jecruſalem to be gonernoiu, | 4136 
And ol Eecyle to be ctowned kyng: :;..:; -.: -: 
Whiche alderlaſt foz his ſubtele wankzynge 


To be atapitaiae 3 ſerxue ia Lombardre. 


Conſtrained was downe fro that partpe 


Che. xriii. Chapter; 
; 1 


C OfHenrytheelde& Sonne of Free 
derike the ſeronde myſcheued 
by bys fa- 
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The ninth b 


oke 


4 I | f — Bochag,croked, halte, and 
: N One called Henrye caefoz to plaine 

; The eldeſt lonne vnto Frederike 

Whiche by liuneſſe had felt great payne, 

Megre and pale contracte in euery vapne, 

Ot whole lang our the chefe occaſion 

Was that he lay ſo longe tyme in pziſon, 


Al hys dyſeaſe at great aduerſite 

Pcauſed was fo2 choꝛte concluſion 

By his fathers frowarde cruelte, 

As Bochas after maketh mencion: 

And thys Henry by generacion 

Sonue vato Frederike lyke as it is founde 
Imeane Frederike called the (econde, 


This Henry by diſcent of lyne 

Ok Cecyle fyꝛſt was crowned kinge, 

Ind of Jeruſalem whole renome dyd ſhine 
Though many a lande at his beginnyng: 
And foztune alſo in her wozkyng 

Was to this Henty paſſyng notable, 

In al his wozkes inly fauour able. 


Ok his perſon he had this auantage, | 
To all the people he was right acceptable, 
Well comended tn his flourynge age 

Ofchere face and lokt ryght amyable, 

And of his pozte very demure and ſtable, 
Called in his ginninge ſuche fauoure he hath 
Ot pꝛinces al very iyght à ſonne. (Wonne 


But ofte it falleth that a glad mozning 
LOhan Phebus cheweth his beames bzighte 
The day ſomtyme therupon folowyng 
With ſome derte ſkᷣye is clipſed of hys lighte: 
And ſemblabiy thzough foztunes myght 
This kaidpzrace bp her falſe variaunce | 
Fonde in her whele full nolous greuaunce, 


Who map the furies of foztune appeſe, 

Her troubly waues to make them plaine: 
LOher me moſt truſt they fynde moſt difeaſe, 
Where dquble cozages ſtande in nocertaine, 
I Gwing day is ofte meint with raine, 
hus of Frederike the great vnſtablenes 

th baonght his ſon in milcheke 3 dyſtreſſe, 


- Chis Frederike lat un in great fauour 


Bp the Popes diligent buſines 

Unto thezte lyit.vp of Emperour, 

But thzough his fatal frowatde nn . 
AMON EO 1210456; | 


Of conetyſe fyl in ſuch exrelle, 
Toke vpon him the Patrimonp to gye 
Ot Chailtes church, that parte tooccupp, 


Fyl in the Popes indignation, | 
Counſayle noz treaty myght none auaple, 
But ofmalice and pꝛelumpcion 

Caſt wyth the Pope to haue a great battaile: 
The ſayd Henry hys father gan counſaple 
Agapne the churche to do no violence, 
But him (ubmit wyth humble obedience, 


The ftrife . atwene theſe eſtates 
Frederik made his fonne to be accuſed, 

To hym of crpmeleſe mage ſtatis, 

Woulde not luſter he chould be excuſed: 
But lyke a man maliciouſſy refuſed, 

By his fathers curſed falſe treaſon 

He was comaunded to dye in pziton; 


Some bokes ſay he was taken # bzought 

To his father of dome to haue ſentence, 

But lyke a man paſſed (ozow a thought 
Wyhych to hys lyfe had none aduertence, 
Furiouſly and wyth great vpolence 

As he was lad alas on hoz\bake, 

Dys hozſe fyl downe # ſo hys necke he bzake 


Some bokes reherſe of hym andſapne 
Hys father toke agapne hym occaſion: 
And whan he had longe in cheynes lapne 
At great milchete he dyed in pziſon , 

And ſome ſaye that he fyl doun 

Df a bzidge as Bochas reherleth hers 
Ind dzovned was in a depe ryuere, 


QA commendacion of Bochas 

ol ſuche as be kynde td 

their kynred. 

We in oꝛdze myne auctour dyd hys 

cure 

To make a ſpeciall commendacion 
Ot luch as be diſpoled by nature 
And by their kyndiy inclinacion 
Tc — ve 14} res pül a dede 
o acquite thè ſe ght wyll 

Without fayning vnto theyz kinred, 
Specially that none bnkindneſſe, 
Be founde in them foz none adaerſite, 
To conlider ofnaturall 
Co them appzopzed is mercy and pyte 


of John Bothas 


F ol. xxx. 


And to auoyde the falſe duplicite. 
That was in Frederik, whyche (0 bnkyndly 


Let lee hys ſonne that called was Henry. 


Pyte is appꝛopꝛed to kynrede, 

Father and mother by diſpoſicton 

Co cherych they; chyidzen and eke fede 
(Tyl ſenen pere paſſe,lawe maketh mencion; 
And as they be bounde of naturall reaſon 
That tyme paſſed their tendernes tenrlyne, 
Unto foztune by vertuoug dyſcipline, 


Thanafterwarde in theyz adoleſcence 
Uertuoi]y to tech them and chaſtiſe, 
Nozith them in doctrine aud Science, 
Foſtre in bertue vices to dyſpyſe: 

To be curteyſe pzudent (ad and eke wyle: 
Foz whan they gyn wyth vertue in that age 
Gladly after they do no great outrage. 


As it longeth toeuery gentlelygne 

Ind blode royall by kyndly influence, 
To father # mother hewe them (elfe benigne 
Ofhumble hertes to do them reverence; 

Ape toremembze in their aduertence 

On lpxe pꝛinces that wzought the contrarpe, 
Fox whyche foztune was their aduerſarye. 


Eueriche to other founde was bnkinde, 
In curſed blode may be no kindneſle, 
Ol one tarage ſauoureth tree and rynde, ' 
The frute alſo beareth of the tre wytnes: 
And ſemblably the fathers curſednes 

Wyth moztall ſwozde in nature repꝛouable, 
Againe the childe is ofte lene vengeable. 


Imong whych Bzutus is rekened one, 

Next in oꝛder folowed Manlius, 

Slewe their chyldzen by recozdeeuerychone, 
hilip Wanlius and alſo Caſſius, 

Ind cruell Herode fel and malicious, 

Frederik alſo moſt vengeably, 

Slewe his ſonne that called was Hentp. 


This Frederik ayefrowarde and contrary 
Towarde his (on not gracious noz beupgne, 
From holy churche vngoodly he gan vary, 
And theragayne frowardly maligne: 
Ind lyke a man obſtinate and vndigne 
Dyed accurſed thzugh miſgouernaunce 
YOythout confeſſion oz repentaunce; - 


Che. xxiiii.chaptet. 


The ninthboke 


{I Bowe Manfrope kyng of Pople 
Sn eee was llayne, 


Exte too Bochas cf Poyle came the 
kynge, 

Began hys fall and complaynte to 
ſpecify, 

Called Mankrop, and foꝛ hys falſe wozkyng 
Put downe and ſlayne cauſe of his tiraunp: 
Lo what auapleth ſeptr oz regaly, 

To a ty2aunt which of violence, 

Lift to godwarde haue none aduertente⸗ 


The.xxv.Chapiter. 


Chowe Ences kyng of Sardiny 
dyed in pꝛilon. 


=#=7Pth loke downe calt, deadly, pale of 
chere | 


Ot Sardinya Ences nexte came 
-=}doun, 

Kpyng of that lande to tell the manere 

Howe he werrayed agapne the myghty toun 

Called Bononia to his confuſion 

By them vequiſhed a wyth chaynes roũde 

Dyed in pꝛiſon lo long he lap there bounde, 


Folowig myne auctour called Bocas Jhon, 
In Sardinia, as he maketh inyude, 
Serpent noꝛ wolte in that lande was none, 
Haupng a well whych of very kynde 
Theues eyen the water maketh blynd: 

To true folke as he doth deuine 

Water thereof was helth and Medicine. 


(There groweth alſo an herbe as bokes (ep 
DOhich that is ſo diuers of nature 

Wyo taſteth therof laughyng he Gal dep, 
No medicine map helpe them noꝛ luccour; 
The touche therof ſtante eke in auenture , 
If it enter his mouth on any ſyde, 

He chal alpue foz laughter not abyde, 


The. xx bi.chapter. 


2& Howe an other Frederyke was flayne by 
iudgemente of hys 


- bzother, 


le, 


mare was another frowarde Fre: 
ertke 
Sonne of Alphonte that was king 
ol Caſty | 


Ol coꝛage wode and eke frantpke, 

His owne bꝛother talſty to begple 
Begana werre laſtynge but a whyle: 
Whole purpoſe was his bꝛother to dyſce iue 
Ind thecrowne ok Callile to recepue. 


This Frederike came with a greate battaile 
Agapyne his bꝛother foꝛ the lame entent, 

Ok his purpoſe pet he dyd kaple, 

God noz foztune were not of aſſent: 

Take in the felde, and by judgement 

Ok his bzother foz his great treſpace, 
Slapne openlyhe had no better grace, 


The.xxvit.Chapter, 


6 Howe Manimettus and Irgones 
dyed at milchefe, 


VM Anymettus of Perce loꝛde and kyng 

Came next in pzeace diſtreſſed in gret 
payne, | 

Upon foztune pitiouſiy playnyng 

His aduerſite dyd him lo conſtrapne: 

Foz there was one mhych at him did diſdaine 

Called Argones, voide of title oz ligne 


Gayne Manimeitus p2oudliye gan malinge. 


Whych Argones fo his pꝛeſumpcion 
Take at miſchete by ſodayne violence, 
His dome was giuen to dye tn pziſon, 
Ok no power to make reſiſtence: 

But foꝛtune that can no difference 

Of het chaunges atwene frende and fo, 
Cauled them dye at milche ke both two. 


The. xxviii. Chapter. 


te Howe Charles Rynge of Jeru⸗ 
lalem and of Cecile foz auarice 
and auoutty died at miſchefe 


Fter theſe foꝛ ſapde reherſed in ſentence 
YE $8 Bochas remembzeth in hys ſtyle, 
Came Noble Charles vnto pzeſence 
Kyng of Jeruſalem and alſo of Cecile, 


Ot whole coming myn auctour a great while 


Aſtopned was, to ſe his knyghtly face 
With luch chere come in to the plate. 


Foz by hys pozte who behelde hym wele 
C on\tdzedfpaſt his lote and hys vyſage, 
It ſempt he trad vpon foztunes whele, 
And ok his noble marciall cozage 


Had 
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Had of her power gotten auauntage: 
Shewyng him ſelte on eche partye 
Her and her might dyd vtterly detye. 


Firſt to commende his royall hye lynage 
And of his vertuous famous alyaunce,  . 
And by waiting and pꝛayling of langage 
The name of hun ſpecially toauaunce, 
Sayth he was bozne of the blode of Fratice, 
And to encreace moſt (oneraynlye his pꝛile 
Wꝛiteth he was bzother vato lapnt Le wyle. 


Gaue to Fraunce this commendacion,* 
So as Phebus palleth eche other ſterre, 
Right lo that kingdom in compariſon 
Palleth euery lande both nie and ferre: 

In policp, be it peace 02 werre, 

For it tranſcendeth in peace by pꝛoupdence, 
And in werre by knightly excellence, 


Theſe woꝛdes be nat take of myne auctour, 
Entytled here foz a remembzaunce 

By one Laurence whiche was tranſlatour 
Ok this pzoceſſe,to commende Frauncfe, 
Topzapyle that lande was all his plelaunce: 


' Sayth influence of that ropall lande 


Made Charles ſo wozthy of his hande. 


Ok whole nobleſſe Pope Urban had iop, 
Him to encreale foꝛ vertuous liuing, 
Which that time was duke of Aniop 
Akter choſen of Cecile to be kyng, 

Of Pope Urban required by wzityng, 
Toward Rome that he Gould him dzeſſe, 
Of king Wanfroy the tyzanny to oppꝛeſſe. 


Agayne the Pope and holy churche right 
This laid Mankrop dyd great extoꝛcion, 
Noble Charles as goddes owne knight 
Came with ſtronge hande bp to Rome taun, 
Whiche in his comming gaue poſleſſion 

To Gyot Mankoꝛt foz to haue the garde, 

In his paſſage to gouerne the vowarde, 


To Rome with great ozdinaunce 

They paſſedouer the boundes of Jtayle, 
This maly knight Charles bozne in fraunce 
Lad with him many a ſtronge batayle 
The Popes enemy manly to aſſaple: 

But all this whyle to ſtande at diffence 
This ſaid Charles founde no reliſtence, 


Entring Rome to be thetr pꝛotectour 


Full well recepued at his firſt entryng, 


Choſe and pꝛekerred foz chefe ſenatour 
By the pope, moſt glad of his comming, 
Ok Cecile was after crovoned king: 
Indof Jetulalem as made is mention 
Graunted to him fult poſſeſſion + © 


LOhiche in his ginning bare yimſa well, 
Entring 5 land with knightly apparaple 

Ok Calline gate fy; the trongecaſtell, 

It Beneuent had a great bataple, 

With kig Panfroy, whole partye did a ſſayle 
To reherte Goztlyhis auenture, 

Charles made on him a diſcomfyture, 


In which bataile king Matrop was laine, 
And noble Charles toke poſſeſſion, 

acherof Komains were full = and fayne 
Pet in Cecile there was rebellion, 

But they were bzought vnto lubtection, 
And Conradine recoꝛde ot al wzighting, 
Sonne ol Contade claymed to be king 


Gan make him ſtrong,ptoudly toke hig place 
At Alygate a famous olde cite, 

Noble Charles with knightly chere a face 
Fyll vpon him, made him koꝛ to flpe: 
And to ſet reſt in the countre | 

To auopde trouble # make al thing certaine, 
Gaue iugement Conradyne to be (layne, 


Amonge kynges notable and glozious 
Charles was put as made is mencion, 
Lykea pzince ſtronge and victozious 
In full peaſpble and hole poſſeſſion 

Ok Cecile and all that regyon, | 
Agapns whom was no diſobeplaunte 
pelded ok hole herte to his gouernaunee, 


By tytle alſo of his alyaunce 
Foztune greatly did him magnilpe, 
Foz as it is put in temembꝛaunce | 
The noble pꝛinceſſe that called was Mary 
Doughter to Stephane reigning in Hungry 
Jopned was and knit in mariage 

To Charles (on, to thenerece of his lynage. 


This ſams Charles by auctozite 
So as himleitelilt to oꝛdapne, 
Was made king or the great cyte 
Called Jeraſale, oftownes moſte folieraine; 
BY whiche title he bare crownes twayne, 
His bzother Lewes olde bokes (ay 
The lame time in Sgipt 241 werray, 


Gate 
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Gate all the countreys abdute enupꝛon 
whiche that lara yns dyd falſiy occupye, 
Bꝛought them agayne to ſubiection 

Ot Leruſalem tyatianbe to magnifpe: 
Cartage in à rike with all their regalpe 
And all the countreys beyng afoze cotrayze, 
Tokyng.Charles became tributapꝛe. 


This whyle he late higheſt in his glozy 
Lyke Pyebus (hyning in his mydday ſpere, 
-vaith manyconqueſt #many great victoꝛp: 
whan his nobleile ſhone moit bꝛight #clere 
The ſame tyme with a frownyng chere 
Foztune gan from Charles tourne her face, 
And him berafte her fauour and yer grace, 


This ne foztune doth ſelde in onecotune 
She is lo geryche of condicion, 

A loꝛceteſle. a traytour in comune 

Caſt a falle meane to his diſt ruction 

One of his lonnes llayne with poyſon, 


which dyd eclyple myne auctoz doth expꝛeſſe, 


A tull great partye of his olde gladneſſe. 


He was dilclaundzed of all the vyce 

which appertapueth vato tyzannp, 

4 meane the vice of frowarde auaryce 

which is coutrary vato his chiualrp: 
Diffamed alſo of falſe auoutrye: (naũce 
whiche was luſteyned thꝛough his maynte⸗ 
within the lande by a knight of Fraunce. 


The lame knight abydyng in his hous 

All Cecile troubled with that dede, 

The great offence was ſo dilclaundzous 
Thugy all the region it began to lpꝛede, 
Foz thylke woman plainlyas J rede 

was wyle to one whiche luffred this office, 
And to be venged dyd his dyligence. 


John Pꝛolith plainly was his name, 

whiche caſt him fully auenged foz to be 

That byng Charles could beare the blame, 

Siewe al the krenchmen that bode in þ coũtre 

Without grace,mercy,oz pite, 

And foz to do full execucion : 
Required was the kyng of Aragon. 


Loſt of Cecile hole the region, 
With obeyſgunce of manp countre, 
And of Jeruſalem the poſſeſſion 
Fyll by p2oceſſe in great aduerſite: 


To god molt mekely wyth ful heuy chere, 


And laſt conſtrained wyth greuous pouerte | 


DSoone to be dead was hys pꝛayer. 


Suppꝛiled he was W lozowe in his cozage, 
Loſt his foꝛce, fyl in to malady, 
Langutched fozth tyll he gan fail in age, 
Agapne foztunefounde no remedy: 

And by occaſion of falle auoutry 

yl to miſchete and foz ſoꝛom # dꝛede, 
This Charles died, no moze ot him J rede. 


CLenuoye, 


L. as Phebus in ſome freche moꝛninge 
Itter Auroꝛa the day doth clarifye, 
Fallethoft that his bzyght chining 

Is derked with (ome cloudy (kye, 
Alpkenes ewed in this tragedye: | 
Expert in Charles the tozy doth well pzeue 
Pouth and age rekened truely 

The lapꝛe day men do pꝛaile at eue. 


The noble fame of his frech gynning 

To ſaint Lowes he was nygh of alpe, 
Kyght wyle, manly, c vertuous of liupng, 
Called ofknighthod flour of chiualrp, 

Tyll maintenaunce of auoutry 

Came in to hys courte to hurte hys name and 
His life, his deth, put in ieoparty (greue, 
The fayzeday men do pꝛaple at eue. 


Lyke deſertes mẽ haue theyz guerdoning, 
Uertuous lyfe doth pzinces magnitp, 

(The contrary to them is great hyndzing 
Folke experte the trouth may not denye, 
Serche out the rewarde of curled lechery 
Where it is vled the houGold may not pzeue, 
In this matter to Charles haue an epe 
The fapʒe day to pzayle towarde eue. 


Noble pzinces al vyces eſchewing 

Pour hyghe cozage let reaſon gye, 
Withdzaw your hand fro riotous watchyng, 
Flye flechly luſtes and bicious companpe: 
Oppꝛeſſe no man, do no tiranny 

Sotour the nedy,poze folke dorelene, 

Let men repozt the pzudent policye 

Df pour lalt age whan it dzaweth to eue. 


Che. xxix. Chapter, 
' COfHugoline Erle ok Pile 
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of John Bochas Fol. xxꝛ ii. 
„ter Charles ſlozy red the woſul Dyzecte bulles downeto Conſtaunte 
S | To Nycholas,made by Boniface 


ne oa cu 
AAP re have herde the maner and ỹ 
AS C0 Jhon Bothas appered Hugo⸗ 
pne ee rat 
Called whplome the erle of Pyle, 
Tyltthey gan againe him aryſe. + ..... 
Mon vengeable,cruell and vnkynde 
Slewehim in pzilon no moze of him I linde. 


Sane his childzen of haterede and enuy 
Were murdꝛed eke in a depe priſon 

Next with his coplaynt the kinge of Irmeny 
Came tofo2e Bochas that called was Ath6, 
A chziſten pzince full famous of renoun, 
Foz our fayth from which he lyſt nat erte 
Gayne Tartat ines longtime he held werre. 


This manly king in knighthod full famous 
It was chewed, his ſtozy who lyſt rede, 
Had a bzother fell and diſpytous 

Called Dabath deſy2zous to ſuccede, 

Sted ok his bꝛother the kingdome to pollede 
By faiſe treaſon,reuedof his right, 

Kept him in holde and put him out of lyght. 


This Sabath loſt both happe and grace, 
His other bzother as made is mencion 

By ſtronge hande put him from his place, 
Chaled him out of that region: 

Take by foꝛte, and fetred in paiſon 

Died there, no man lyſt him viſite 
Lohowe god cau treaſon g murdze quite, 


The. xxx.chapter. 


Chowe Pope Boniface the eight was take 
by the lynage de Columpnes,eate his 
handes,and dyed in pziſon, 


Mong thele wokull pzinces thꝛe 
Which Gewed thẽ ſo vgly of their chere, 
Pope Bonikace by great aduerſite 
The eight of that name gan to appꝛoch nere, 
A thoulande. C C C.actompted was þ pere 


Fro Chaſtes byzth,by computacion: 
Whan that he made his lamentacion 


This ſame Pope caught occaſion 
LOhich vnder Peter kept gouernaunce 
To interdicte all the region 


Timeof king Philip reigning tho in Fradice; |E 


Irchdeacon ofthe (ame place. 


Of holy churche the pꝛelates nygh ethone 
Bychoppes of Fraunce felly haue dectared, 
Bud by poyntes many mo than one, 
na great ſinne plaia and nat (pared _ 
By hl the church was hurt + nat repay2ed, - 
Put on him crymes of gret miſgouernaunce 
Denoicing enemy to al þ land of Fraunce, 


ot on him many a great outrage 
Dꝛongip howe he had done offence 

Toa cardinall bozne of the lynage 
De Columpnes, akinrede of reuetente: 
Foz which cauſe he kept him in abſence, 
Out of the court dzew where he was bozne 
BY which occaſion þ Pope his life ha tu loʒu. 


De Columpnes 5ᷣ lyuage bath ſo wzought 
Toke Boniface foz his olde cruelte, 


w gret fozce a power they haue him bꝛought 


VUnto a caſteui which ſtode in the cite 


Called Sancti Angeli, gaue auctozite 
Toa Cardynall and by compyſſion 
Power to do full execucion. 


Of thele maters hangyng in balaunte 

At wene partyes were it right oz wzonge, 
Bothe of romayns © pzelates eke of Fraue 
The pope aye kept within þ caſtel ſtronge, 
Ofauenture abyding there nat longe 

Fyll in a flire and afterwarde fo2 nede, 
Foz hunger ete his handes as J rede. 


Youre of his dyeng it is made mencion 

A boute p catell was merueylous lightning, 
Where the pope lap fettred in pziſon: | 
None luche afoze was ſene in their lyuing. 
And whyle Bochas was buſi in wzityng 
To waite the fall of this Bonyface, 

The ozder of templers came tokoze his face, 


The-rrxi.Chapiter 


cy Yowe the 02dze of Templers was foũded 
and Jaques with other of the ozdex bent. 


Roniclers the trouth can retoꝛde 

calling to minde the firſt foidacis 
And old auctours therwith accozde 
S=S Of thele Templers how ß religion 


The ninthboke 
Gan that time whan Godfrap deBullſon Octupied al hole the heritage: | 


Had won, that noble knightly man, Betaule Jaques yonger was of age 
J erulalem, that oꝛder firſt began, Whych might not by no rondir ion * 
Hothyng clayme of that poſſeſſion, 


By certainebnightes which did theie payne: | 
200han the cite was firſt ig Dis elder bzother occupied all! 
By noble Godfray duke whilom of Lozaine Whyle thys Jaques but lowe was of degree, 


There crowned kyng this oder they begon, Wonder deſirous to de with hym egal, 


Olde bokes wel reherce konne Fl wap put backe 5 frowarde pouerte: 

Takyng a grounde of pouerte a metzenes And to ſurmou if woulde be 

To founds this oꝛdze dyd their buſynes. Founde out a meaye lyke to hys deſiers, 
Was choſen mayſter of the templers, 

Their begynnynggan ok deuocion, | 2 . 

The groũde ytake of wylfull pouerte, And was pꝛomoted by fre election 

And made firſt their habitacion By them that chould choſe hym of ryght, 

By the temple not ferre fromthe cite: Whereby he had great dominacion 

In token of clennes ſwozne to chaſtite, Uyches, trealout, great power and myght, 

Ol the temple lyke to theyꝛ deſyzes Ol hys perſon was eke a manly knyghte, 


Toke their name, a called were Templers. The lame tyme put in remembꝛaunce 
Philip le Bele crowned kyng ok Fraunce. 
Pope Honozie gaue them auctozite 


Ot holy church beyng that time hede, LOhpch had of Jaques great indignacion, 
A whyte habite they bare ß time foz chaſtite, To al the templers and al the chinalry 
Eugenius after gaue them a croſſe of rede: Caſt wapes to their diſtruction, 

And to defende pylgrimes out of dzede Gate auctozite his luſt to foztifye 

Gayne ſarazius thꝛough their high renoun, Downe fro the pope bokes lpecifye 
This was chete point of their pzofeſſion, Clement theer concludyng ifhe may, 


All the templers to diſtrope on a daye, 
Wyhyle they liued in wylful pouerte | 
Thele croffed knights in mãtel clad of white, Fozeertayne crimes hozible to here 


They are ſpꝛed in many aferrecountre, Al at ones were let in pziſon, 

Foꝛ in perfection was let all their delpte: By their frendes touchyng thys matere 
Folke of deuocion caught an appetite Counſailed to aſke mercy and pardon: 
Them to encreaſe gaue great almeſſe, at they Gould by plaine confeſſion 


By whych they gan wexe to great richelle, Nequtring hym knelyng ona rowe, 
| And as it was their trelpaſe ben aknowe, 
By pꝛoteſſe wythin fewe yeres 


The nombze great of their religion, Jaques was take # with him other thze 
And the fame of the ſayde Templers Kept in holde and to pꝛilon ſent, 

Gan ſpꝛede wide in many region; And the remnaunt foz their iniquite 

With the ſodayne riſing ok their pzofeſſſon, Oꝛdained were by open iudgement 

With tours, caſtels, thep gage the to delices, To mighty takes tobe tied and bzent: 
Ippalled in vertue ö bzought in manp vices, , The kyng in maner lyke to do them grace 


So they would conkeſſe their treſpace, 
It were to long to reken them all, 


But amonge other J fynde there was one But al fox nought they were ſo indurate 
A manly knight,folke Jaques dyd him call, All of accozde and of one cozrage 

Great of auctozite among them euerychone, To aſke mercy were obſtinate, 

As cronicles remembze of yoze agone a The fire redy al wyth one langage 

The whych Jaques tn the realme df fraũce Whan the tame appzoched theyz vyſage 
Was bone of blode to great enheritgunce, Full plainelp ſpake cried pittouſly, 


PE Ol their actes which they were not gylty. 
The lame Jaques holde a manlmknyghte 


In his gynayng treche. luſty of coxrage From their purpoſe they lyſt not to declyne 
Had a bꝛother by elder title ol tight 1 : wy | — But 
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Of Jhon Bothas 


But wyth one boite echone and one loun 
Fully affyzmed tyt they dyd fync, 

Low their oꝛder and their religion 
Fgrounded was vpon perfection: | 
And theyz deth ve rely in dede = 
Compaſllſed was of malice and hatred, 


The ſayd Jaques of whom J ſpahe tofozne 
B1ought to a place which called was Leon 
Tofoze two legates oz that his life was lozne 
All openlye made hys confeſſion, 

De was wozthy foz <ozt concluſion 

Fo: to be dead by rightfull judgement, 

(This was hys ende to aches he was bzent, 


z Bochas here comendeth Theodozug wyth 
other two Philoſophers foz they: pa- 


cience notably, 

T7 Euing a pꝛile toPhyloſophers thee, 
{V/A \Bochas comedeth w great diligece 
K\o) [32 Bowe ech of them was in his coiitre 
Souerapnlyp by vertuous ercellece 
Ok olde commended foz their pacience: 
Which map be ſet and crowned in hir tall 
As Emperelle among vertues al. 


Among Ceciliens fyꝛſt Theodoms 

Foz patience had in great reuerence, 
Amonge Grekes the ltozy telleth thus 
Anarercſes fozhis magniftcence, 

By toꝛte of vertue grounded on paciencs 
Becauſe he was vertuous and wyſe 
Fo: (ufferaunce gate him a (ouerayne pꝛile. 


Among Romains put in remembꝛaunce 
Steuola, both philoſopher and knyght, 
02 his marctall tronge conſtaunce 
an that he helde ampd the flame lyghe 
Hande # fingers among the coles bzyght, 
Tyl the toyntes falling here and ponder 
From the w2elt departed were a ſonder. 


Fyz\t Theodozus bozne in the famous ple 
By pacience great paines enduringe, 

Chefe philoſopher called of Cecile i 
With chaynes boũde vpon the ground lying, 
On his body layde gaddes reed bzennyng: 
Suffring his paine lift it not refule 

By kynge Jerome the tiraunte of Siracuſe; 


Foz common pzofit(uffred all his payne 


Fol. xi 


Long tyme afozelipng in pꝛiſon, | 
Wyych by aſſent of mo than one o2 twapne 
Was the moſt chete by conlpiracion = 

o bꝛing the tiraunt to his diſtruccion: 
02 no paine that he might endure 

(The couiutation he would not diſcure, 


Rather he chale in miſchefe fo2 to dep 
Than by name openly declare 

Ok him that flewe the tirauntſothly to ley, 
Thought of tyght no man ſhould ſpace 
Fo: common p2ofit helth and welfare: 

To flee a tirauntdemyng foz the beſt 

Ala region foz to ſet at reſt, 


Foz which title he liſt ſuffredeth, 

Ill his turment toke molt paciently, 
Theodoꝛus ipl he pelded vp the bzeth 
Grutched not with noiſe noz loude cry? 
Ampd whoſe hert roted was faythfully 
Commen pzofit, Bochas wzyteth the lame, 
Among Ceciliens to get hym a name 


Grekes alſo tömende aboue the terres 
Anaxerſes and greatly magnikpe, 

Caule that he to ſtint moztall wertes 
Lylt not ſpare to acquite hys partye, 
In rebukyng manly the tjrannye 

Ok Nicocreon,a titaunt full moztall 
Reiguyng in Cipze in his eſtate royall. 


Spared nouther fo2 deth ne dꝛede 
Him to rebuke by vertuous langage, 


The tiraunt bad cut out of his heade 


Hys tonge in haſte, but he ſtrong cozage 
Sapde he (houlde haue none auauntage 

Of that membze, whych wyth al his myghte 
Had tolde him trouthin the peoples light. 


Ol his manaceſet but litell tale 
Bytte of his tonge ofſtrongecozage, 
Chewed it al on peces (male 

Ok manly herte thought it no domage 
Spyt it out in the vilage 

Ok the tiraunt, gate lo the byctozy 
To put his name euermoze in memoz2y, 


And Sceuola equal to theſe twayne 
Foz common pzofit by juſt compariſon, 
Put him in pzeace,dyd his buſye payne 
To flee Pozcenna enemy to Rome coun, 
Tok to _—— his ay vg t 

oke a ſtronge darte paſlingly trenchaunte, 
With al his mighte caſt it at — 

| 


Of his marke cauſe he dyd faile 

Co lee his enempe aiter his entent, 

Wyych ta Tuſkaa by many tronge battaple 
Gayns Komatas wyth his knightes went, 
This Sceuola his owue hand bent: 
Caule tyat he failed of hys arte 
Co flee Pꝛocenna with caſting of his darte. 


Co declare the fozce of his manhode 

Put him leite auenged toz tobe, 

As J haue tolde in coles rede 

His hande he bzent foz loue of his cite; 
Onelp to aquite his magnanimite 

Ok teruent loue his cite to auaple 

To llee the tiraunt cauſe that he Dyd fayle, 


Thus foz to put the martial (uffraunce 
Ok theſe noble philoſophers thze 

In perpetuall mynde and remembzaunce 
Howe they them quit eche iyke His Degre, 
Foꝛ their pure partye vnto the commonte, 
Cauſe al theit toy and taward delite, 
Was fo: auaile tothe cõmon profit, 


Fyꝛſt Theodoꝛus put him ſelfe in pzees 
Foz Cetiliens to dye in pꝛilon, 

And foz Grekes noble Anaxerſes 

Vis tonge tozne felte great paſſion, 

And Sceuola foz Romapns and their toun 
Sutfred his hande by Gozte auilement, 
Ot verye trouth in coles to be bzent, 


A inartirdom it was in their manere 

Ot their cozage to haue lo great conſtaunce, 
Were ſo ſtable of herte body and chere 

Foz comon pꝛokite, ot face and countenaunce 
Unto the deth without variaunce: 

Gate the triumphe by (ouerayne excellence 

With laurer crowned foz thelr pacience. 


LLyke as Phebus pa ſleth the litel ſterre 
Yyeſt vpraiſed in hys mydday [pere, 

So this vertue in trouble peace # werre 
Called pac iente, moſt freely doth appere, 
Imong vertues to hewe hys beames clere: 
Fo: pacience knyt wyth humilite 

Where they abpde maye none errour be, 


T:cauntes hertes this vertue doth appeaſe, 
Modifyeth their cruell fel wodenelle, 


Rage of Lions who lyſt iyue in caſe 

Ot folke pꝛoſtrat his malice doth tepꝛeſſe, 
Al our toy gan firſt wyth mekenes, 

Fo: of Juda the hardy uronge lion 


The ninth boke 


A maides mekenes fro heauen bzought doun, 


In battaile and mighty ſtronge cheltrons 
Aduite with ſufferaunce winneth the victozy; 
Pacience veuquicheth champions 
Lownelle in vertue by many olde hyſtozy, 
Ind mekenes perpetuall of memozy 

Fl to conclude grotided on reaſon 

I maidens mekenes wꝛougyt our redẽpcion. 


¶ Bochas here commen⸗ 
deth humilite. 


/ | LOpth Laurer crowned © vertu⸗ 
ous conſtatice, 

Laude honour pzayſe and reuerẽce 
Be yeue to thee pzices of molt pleaſaſice, 
Molt renomed by olde remembzaunce: 

Of whom the myghty marciall armure 
Gayne all vyces lengeũ map endure, 


T7 [ Ertue of vextues© noblepacience, 
NOAA 
N 


Grounde and gynnyng to ſtande at defence 
Agapne Sathans infernall puiſſaunce, 
Laureat quene where thou art in pzeſence 
From outrages haue no gouernaunce, 
Condite, head (pang of plẽtuous habiidaſce, 
Criſtall well celeſtial of figure 

Gapne al vices which lengeſt may endure, 


Chefe founderes by ſoueraine excellence 
Of goſtly building a ſpiritual ſubſtaunte, 
Empzelle of moſt magnificence 

With heuenly (pirites next of aliaunce, 

With lite euerla ſting thy triũphes tauaunce: 
And toy eternal thy nobleſſe lo aſſure 

In the aureat thzone perpetually to endure, 


Thzee Jerarchies there liuing in pzeſence, 
With who humilite hath ſouerayne acquain⸗ 
LOhere Olanna th deuout diligence (taũte 
Is longe ofaungels by long continuaũtce, 
Tofoze the thꝛone keping their obleruaunce 
Syng Sanctus laͤctus recozde of ſcripture, 
LOpty voice memozial perpetually tendure, 


The bꝛẽning lone of Cherubin, by feruence 
Derfit incharite diligent obeyſaunce, 

Ind Seraphin wyth humble obedience 
And o2ders nyne by heaenly concozdauncs 
Domination with vertuous attendaunce, 
Akoꝛe the trinite ſynge freſhly by meaſure, 
LOyth voice memoziall perpetually tendure. 


Sukf- 


2. 


& uffraunce of panims hath but apparence 
Done fo; vainglozy.hangyng in balaunce, 
But Chziſtes martyzs in very exiſtence _ 
Lyſt againe tyzaũtes make no repugnaũce: 
Rather die than chew god dilpleaſauntce, 
Shewed in no mp2rour likenelle noꝛ picture 
Take full poſſeſſion w Chzil@ euer tendure, 


Suffraunce foz vertue hath ß pzeempnence 
Of them that ſet in god their alfyaunce, 
Reco2de of Stephyn Uincent # Laurence 
Bleſſed Edmonde by longe perleueraunce, 
Suffced foz our fayth victozious greuaũce: 
Ayng made a marty2 a palme torecure 

In the heuenly cource perpetually toendure. 


And foz to ſet a maner difference 

Jn Bochas boke tolde euery circumſtaunce, 
Howe foz our fayth by full great violence 
Dpuers layntes haue (uffred gret penaunce, 
Stable of their chere vilage & colitenaunce: 
Neuer to vary foz none auenture 

Like Chziſtes chäpions perpetually tedure, 


Whole foundacion by notable pꝛouidente 
Grounded on Chaiſt their loules to auaunce, 
Graue ian their hertes andin theyz conlcience 
Uoiding all trouble of wozidiy perturbaice, 
Chaunges of foztune wher double chaunce: 
Loued god and dꝛed aboue eche creature 

In hope with hun perpetually to endure, 


The. xxxiii. Chapter. 


CHowe Philip le Bele king of Fraunte 
was llaine with a wilde Boze, and 
of his thze ſonnes and 

their wedding. 


Han Bochas had wꝛitten of paciece 

And commended the vertue of (uf- 
a fraunce, 

Philip le Bele came to his pzeſence 

Fift of the name crowned king of Frauute: 

Gan complaine his vahappy chaunce, 

Ind on foztune of cuſtome that can vary 

Which was to him cruell aduerſary, 


Wounded he was wich a grenous loze, 

Gan his complaynt to Bochas Determpyne, 
How he was ſſatne with a wilde boze, 

In a fozeſt which called was Compyne; 
Tolde howe he was ſclaundzed # al hys line 
Ones in Flaiders w many a wozthy kaight 


of John Bothas 
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Fol. xi iui. 
Ucquithed of fleminges, s kelly put to flight. 


P2oceding ferther gan touche ol his lynage 
Howe in his time he had ſonnes thzce, 


Lewes Philip a Charles pouge of age, 


The fourth Robert:alſo a doughter had he 
Called Jſabell,right excellent ofbeaute: 
The layde Robert the ſtozie is well kouthe 
LOhiche that died in his tender pouthe. 


To this ſtozy who liſt haue good regarde 
The circumſtaunce wyſely to diſcerne, 

His doughter Jſabell was wedded to Ed- 
Carneruan, the boke ſo doth vs lerne: (ward 
This yonge Philip wedded in Nauerne 
(The kinges doughter, a ſtately mariage, 
Called Jane,whyle che was tendze otage, 


The lame Philip after crowned king 
Of Nauerne, his father ofaſſent 
Fyue (onnes he had than liuing, 

Ok which fiue as in ſentyment 

The in nombꝛe be right pertyn ent 
The matter who ſo liſt to loke, 

And the pꝛoceſſe of the lame doke. 


The eldeſt lonne called was Lewiſe 

To whome his father gaue poſſeſſion 

Df Nauerne, bpcaule that he was wple 

Foz to gouerne that noble region: 

Philip his bꝛother foz his high renoun 

Was aſterwarde by iuſt enheritaunce 

And rightfultitlecrowned king oof Fraunce, 


The thyꝛde bꝛother was by title of right 
Made erle of march a named was Charles, 
Eche ok them in the peoples ſyght 

Were famous holde x paſſing of great pꝛiſe, 
Ind foꝛ they were right manly #right wyle 
Philip and Charles toke in tendze age, 

The erles doughters of Burgoin in mariage 


But as the ſtozpe reherſeth in certayne 
To their nobleſſe foztune had enup, 

And by a maner of malice and diſdayne 
B2ought in a pzoceſſe vpon the party 

Ot their two wyues frowarde auoutry, 
Cauling the death of theſe wyues thze 
Whan they moſt flour ed in their fe licite. 


Akt er thele thꝛee pzinces glozious, 
Tofoze Bochas had Gew thepz entent 
Canon Career Eun: 
ame to -barles of Caren 
,. Which 


Which in his time to Flozence went 
To make peace in his royall eſtate Cbate 
Twene Guerſte x Gemeil ius ſtanding at de 


The (aid Charles bozne of the blod of fraũce 
A manly knight the ſtoꝛy doth deuiſe, 
By whole vahappy fatall froward chaunce 
In the wertes twene Flozence and Pyle 
On hoꝛſbacke ſitt inge in knightly Wyle, 
Hurt w an arow ful lowe down to grounde, 
Wherby he caught his laſt fatal wounde, 


A man of armes beyng a ſoudyour 
With the pilanes were it wzonge oz right 
Of falſe dil daine did his buſy labour 

To treade on Charles in the peoples ſyght, 
Whan he lape gruffe wherfoze he was made 
By thepꝛ captain,foz a maner pꝛyde (knight 
Which gouerned the Sybelines (yde, 


Ind in his ſtudy wyth full heuy chere 
While John Bochas bode ſtyll on his ſete, 
To him appered and gan appꝛoche nere 
Daunt ofFlozence the laureate Poete, 
With his dities and rethoziques [wete, 
Demure of loke fulfilled with pacience, 
With a vplage notable ofreuerence, 


Phan Bochas ſaw him vpõ his fete he ſtod, 
And to mete him he toke his paſe full right, 
with great reuerence auailed cappe and hod, 
To him laid with humble chere and light, 

O clereſt ſonne, O very lothfaſt ixght 
Ol our cite, which called is Flozence, 
Laude be to the honour and teuer ence. 


Thou haſt enlumined Itaile # Lombardy 
With Laureate ditees in thy flouring dapeg, 
Grounde and ginning of pzudent policy 
Wonge Flozentines ſuffred great affrayes: 
As golde pure pꝛoued at al aſſayes 

In trouth madeſt mekely thy lelke Ctronge, 
Foꝛ commõ pꝛokite to luſtre paine & wzonge. 


O noble Poete touching this matter 
How Flozentines to the were bukynde, 

1 wyll remember # wꝛite with good chere 

Thy pytous exile and put here in mynde: 

Kay (quod Daunt) here ſtante one behinde 

Duke of Athens turne to him thy ſtple, 

His vncouth ſtoꝛy bzeuely to compyle, 


And ik thou lyſt do me this pleſaunce 
To dilcryue his knightly excellente, 


The ninth bone 


Laideal 


I wpyll thou put his life in remembzaunce 
How he oppzelled by mighty violence 
This famous cite called Flozence. 

By which ſtozy plainly thou Galt ſe 
Wyhiche were krendes and foes to the cite, 


And which were able to be excuſed 

Ik the trouth be clerely appe rceyued. 

And which were wozthp to be refuſed 

By whome the cite ful falſip was diſceiued: 
The cyꝛcumſtaunte notably conceiued 

To reken in oꝛder by eueryſypde (abyde 
Which choulde be chaced and whiche choulde 


The. xxxiiii. Chapter. 


CHow duke Gaulter of Flozence foz his tis 
tannpe lechery and couetple ended 
in myſcheke, 


Nd whan Bochas knewe all thenten⸗ 
cion | 
— the ſalde Daunt, he caſte him anone 
ryg 

To obey his mayſter as it was reaſon, 
Toke his penne and as he caſt his ſight 
Flite aſide he ſawe no maner wight 
Saut duke Gaulter of all the longe day, 
Foz Daunt vnwarelp vaniſhed was away 


This (aid Gaulter bzuely to pezocede 

Lyke as it is put in remembzaunce, 
Touching his line and his royall kynreds 
He was dilcended of the blode of Fraunce, 
By longe p2oceſſe and knightly purueyaunce 
His father fyzſt by diligent labour 

Ok Athenes was lozde and gonernour, 


Stode but a while in clere poſſeſſion, 
Grekes to him had full great enup, 

Caſt of aſſent to put him doun 

And depxtue him ot his famous duchp, 

To their entent a lapler they did eſpp: 
Toke him at milchefe,quaking in his dzede 
Ot hie diſpyte in haſte (myt of his heade . 


Upon whoſe death auenged foz fo be 

(This laid Gaulter with mighty apparaple 
Caſt he wolde aliege that cite, 

But of his pur pole longe he did faile: 

And in this while w many fronge bataple 
hty pꝛites were ce down of Pile, 
ege to Luhe in full knightly wyſe, 
(Flozen 


Of Jhon Wochas © 


Floꝛzentines to Luke were faudurable, 
Ind to delpuer the ſiege from the toun 

With multytude almoſt innumerable 

Made ozdinaunce,and knightly came doun, 
Vhich tourned after to their diſtruction: 
Fo it fell ſo ofmoztall auenture 

On Flozentines yl the diſcomkiture. 


Thenoyſe and fame of this great batayle 
Gan ſpꝛede ferre by repozte of langage 
Ja —— and I _— 

Monge ſoudiours ok tozage, 

And among other fayning a pyigtrimage 
The laid Gaulter by vnware violence, 
Came fro Naples downe in to Flozence, 


The Floꝛentines helde fyꝛſt a parliament 
Foz the ſaluacion and garde of their cyte, 
By great pꝛudence and great auilement 
Of (uche as were higheſt of degre, 

By one aſſent they gaue the foueraynte 
Them to gouerne hopyng to theyz increate, 
With ſtatutes made both foz werre & peace. 


(The greateſt ſtates rulers of the toun 
Called Pagnates tho dates in ſothnes 

To Gaulter gaue this dominacion, 

Ok entent the commons to oppꝛes: 

And marchauntes to ſpoile,theyz of ryches, 
Streyne men of craft by froward violence 
Again they2 lybertees vſed in Flozente. 


Thepeople alway in awayte lying 

To be reſtoꝛed vnto they: lyberte, 
Gangrutche (oze among themlelfe plaining 
Foꝛ great extoꝛcion done to their cyte: 

The greateſt allo of moſt auctozite 

Had leuer to ſuſtte Gaulter reigne, 
Than their actions to modify oz reſtraine. 


The ſaid Gaulter in fall ſubtil wyle 
Bya falſe maner ofſymulacion 
Enempe in herte vnto theit fraunchyſe, 
All that de wzought foz ſhoꝛt concluſion 
Was done onelp to theyz diſtruction, 
With a pꝛetente fayned of frendlyhede 


Co his pꝛomiſe contrary ape was the dede. 


Clambe vp by pꝛoces to full hie eſtate 

By fapned ſpeche and ſubtil Rattery, 

In his herte wert pompous and elate | 
Bis wozking outwarde no man coude eſpy: 
Lyteand littel dzough to his party, 
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That ito y fo to ſe 
— — 


Gan ſubtelly pleaſe the commonte 

Foz to accompiych falſly his deſyers, 
ade pꝛomiſe to encreace their liberte: 
luche as were frowarde of maners 
Made an othe to diſtroy their officers 
But they wolde of their fre volunte 
Graunt vnto him larger lyberte, 


Gretter power and dominacion. 
To encreate his might on eucry (yde 
Gan manace the gretteſt of the toun, 
And day by daye encreace in his pꝛide: 
Felly he gan kelly he dyd abyde 
Therupon, kept clole in their entraple 
The F lozennines greatly gan meruayle. 


In this white there was one Reymere 
Ol great auctozitg and of great reuerence; 
A mighty ſergeant and a great officere, 
To whole bidding obeyed al! Flozence, 
Which with Gaulter accozded in ſentence 
With ſoudiours had ſtuffed eche hoſtty, 
Foz to ſuſtene of Gaulter the party. 


And traytourly koꝛ to foztifye 
The entent of Gaulter fell and ambycfoug, 
To haue theſtate onely by tyzannye 

As their chefe lozde frowards ſurqued ous. 
Toreigne in Flozence the cale perpllous: 
YOhan two tyzauntes bothe of one aſſent 
With multytude to accompliche their entent; 


Which thinge conlidzed by theyꝛ gouernours 
And Magnates called in the cyte, 

Whan they found among them no ſocours 
To remedy their great aduerſite, 

Fyll to accozd ofneceſſite: 

Gaue their aſſent without bariaunce 


That Gaulter ſhould haue al $gouernaſice, 


Ind condiſcended they were to this iſſue 
That Gaulter (ould in all his beſt wyle 
Upon the body be (wozne of Chꝛiſt Jheſu 
(Them to reſtoꝛe vato their fraunchyſe 
Uſed ofolde,and foz no couetyſe 

From their pzomile foz lyfe ne deth decline, 
As the conuencion lyſt to termine. 


Derupon was blowe a trompet 
Foz to aſſemble the ſtates of the toun, 


| 2 
Fl itt, . 


/ Theninth babe 
I parlyament was holden Gaulter firſt ſet Where he hated mercylelle he flee the, 


Holy to pzonounce the conuencion, B2ake ttaunchyſes and oldelybertees, 
With euery percell entytled by reaſon The people plained, deſpꝛed ſoꝛe his dethe, 
Like their actoꝛde declaring anonright Cried vengeaunce about theircitees, 
Stode vp a vocate in the peoples ſight. Foz tyzanap done in their countrees: 

IPhich was cauſe of great diſcencion 
With men of Armes in ſtele armed bzight And of their citee almoſt ſubuercion. 
Unto their palayes chefe aud pzincapall 
The laid Gaulter conueyed anonright, Thus they were among the ſelfe deuided 
Set in a ſeate moſte ſtately androyal: Foz tyeyz greaous ſodaine oppꝛeſſion, 
And the people with voice memozial L acke of fozeſight Þ they were nat pꝛouided 
Gan crye loude concluding in ſentence Tole miſcheues that Hould fal in the toun; 
Gaulter foz euer chete lozde of Flozence, This is very ſothe where is diuyſion 

By wpytnes and recozde of Scripture, 
Who to perleuer during all his lyfe May no kingdom noz cite longeendure, 

- — —Tokein the palayes full poſſeſſion, 
There durſt none agayne it make ſtrife Foz which they gan complaine one and all 
Graunted to him the dominamen | Bothe of the greate and comonte, 
Ol all the caſtels aboute enupꝛon: And of accozd amonge them ſelfe they fal 
Tultan, Areth, aud caſteii Flozentine, Co tetoutme the hurte of their cyte, 
With all loꝛdchippes to mount Fppenyne, Ind kynally thep condilcended be 
By a maner feli coniuracion 

As ve haue herde Gaulter thus began Topzocede to his diſtruction. 
By his owne furious diuinaple, 
Sayd he was bozne to be loꝛde of Tuſkan @Apon a day they armed in ſtele bzight 
Anda great party alſo of Jtayle, Wagaates firſt with commons ofthe town 
Tolde he was lad + conuayed by aquaile: All to aſſent roſe vp anone right, 
Said cuermoze were it right oz wzonge Gau to make an hidous ſowne, 
That was the ſentence of the birdes longe, Let lice this tyzaunt,let vs pull him downe: 


The lame birde bꝛought him firſt to Flozence 
All the wap afoze him toke his flight, 
with lote m_— dyd him reuerence 
Hype in the ayze of cozage glad and light, 
wolde neuer parte out ofhis (light: 

Gaue him tokens to ſet his herte afyze, 
That of Flozence he ſhulde be lozde a lyze. 


The ſame birde he bare in his diuyſes 
Full rychely enbzauded with pyzre, 
(Toke bpon him many great empziles 
As chefelozde of Flozence the cite: 
Sate in iugement gouerned the countre, 

Dꝛewe to him ftaterers # folkeÞ coudeiye 


Baudes & ribaudes where he might the ipp. 


Ok that cyte toke meruaylous truages, 
Croched to him richeſſe of the toun, 
Ok lecherp vled great outrages, 
Ok maydeus a wyues made none extepcion: 
Uopde of — ou —— temiſſyon 
Founde quareil foz to be vengeable, 
That to reherce it is abhompuable, 


Dis fonne and hey2e to tint al their rage, 


Layde a ſiege by mighty violence, 
Ifozne his palays, where he lap in Flozence, 


Suche as were enclyned fo Gaulter 

Ampd the palais the ſtozy doth vs lerne, 
Toeſchue the ſiege with full heuy chere 
Ozdained them (eite to flye away full yerne; 
Out of the towne by a (mal poſterne, 
Whyan Flozentines dyd their labour 

To vadermpyne round about the tour. 


Ol which thing whan Gaulter toke hede 
Thes mellage lent vnto the toun, 

Nat of trouth but fayningly foꝛ dzede 
Made pꝛompſe by falſe colluſion 

Foz to make full reſtitucion 
Of their fredoms, as they lyſt deuyſe 
Seat them out Guyllamine Daſſyſe, 


Which to the cite was pꝛoued btter foe 
Had afozne done them great domage, 
With Guyllampne, he ſent to them alſo 


Wozſe than his father of wyll and ofcozage 
Bothe at ones were hanged anon ou " 
To 


ay = 0 


Tofoze the palars in Sallters ſight 


Inother alſo that called was Henry 

Which had atoze yeae inſmuction 

Unto Gaulter,and was tkeenemp - - 

To ſtire yimagayne that noble tout, 
Gynner and groundeoftheir diuyſion - 
Which tofoze Gaulter his iudgemẽt to ew, 
With harp lwoꝛdes he was all to hewe. 


The execucion done pon theſe this © 
In Tuſkan boꝛne, the rancour did = go 
Ol Flozentines to ſtaunche the cruelte 
Againe Gaulter,# to his life great eaſe: 
He glad to elcape out of his diſeale 
Fled away in full ſecrete wple, 


The towne reſtozed again to their fraũchyſe. 


Thus he loſt by his inſolence 

All his power and dominacion 

Bothe of Tuſkan and alſo of Flozence, 

And as mine auctour maketh mencion 

Fro Lombardy he is diſcended doun: 
Dꝛew to king John reigning tho in Fraũce, 
And of byzth full nigh of alyaunce, 


As J fyndehe was on that partye 

With king Jhon this Gaulter like a knight, 
Whan that the king with all his chiualry 
Was tate him ſelfe his lozdes put to flighte, 
Into Englande lad after anone righte: 
The laid Gaulter hauing no regarde 

To his woꝛchpp fed like a cowarde, 


Met in his yght with dinerſe ſoudyours 
Of Lombardy abiding with king John, 
Which that time as bzygantes & pyllourg 
Toke this Gaulter led him fozthe anone, 
His foꝛce his cozage his herte was agone, 
Of auenture a certaine Flozentine 

Smit ok his head this was his fatall fyne. 


The. xxxb. Chapter. 


Ot Philipot Cathenoiſe bozne of lowe 
birth, which came vnto great eſtate, 
and after che, her lonne & her 
doughter were bzent. 


F Eſpzaynt with teares and wofull 
N noyle 

e Tokoze Bochas quaking in ſozow 
— — and dzede. | 

xt in o2der came Philipot Cathenoyſe, 


of John 26 


Fol. xxx vi. 


ooze of degree bozne of lowe kparecde, 
hich role after to great eſtate in dede: 
Ind 1 — with lozow & complaint ful moztal 
Dertouily to tell het woful fall. 


Tonching her byzth derke was her linage, 
Ok pooꝛe bed bozne on outher (yde, 7 
Bochas was lothe to ſpende great langage 
On her hiſtozy longe theron to abyde, 
Purpoled him nothing fo to hide 

Ol the lubſtaunte, but tell ali the great 
And ſuperfluite of the remenaum to leat: 


Whiche was reherced by him in his youth 
Whan he was toward Robert of Cecyle 
Kyng of Jeruſalem the ſtoꝛpe is nat couth, 
Pet in his boke he liſt it compple, 

And tt reherce by full ſoueraine mile 

Lyke in that courte as it was ta him tolde 
By one Bulgare called in lauaine olde, 


The layd Bulgare was a marpnere 

With hun alſo was a Calabzien 

Called Conſtantine, which full many a pere 
Trauatled had and (ondzy thinges ſene 

In diuers countreis there he had bene, 
Monge other thinges lene in dayes olde 
This was a ſtozie which Bulgare tolde, 


Duke of Calabze Robert by his name 

By his father Charles the mighty kyng + 
Had in tõmaũdement, p ſtozye ſaith the ſame 
Gapne Frederike to make a tronge ryding; 
Which by fozce pzoudly vſurping 

(Toke vpon him to be loꝛde of that ple 
Which called was the kingdome of Cicyle, 


Depꝛanne in ſothe called was the towne 
Where duke Robert his paupllions pight, 
N ode armed thzough his hie renowne 
Gaine Frederike foz the lande to fight, 
And to withſtande him plataly ifhe might, 
Aud lo de fyll the mozowe befoꝛe pzime, 
(Tye dukes wife ol childing bode her tyme, 


Uiolaunt men did that lady call 

Jn her time a famous great ducheſſe, 
Deſtitute of other women al 

Whanher childe was bozne in that diſtreſſe, 
To peue it ſouke the ſtoʒy doth expꝛeſle: 
Saue fo2miſchefe Philipot was fet nere 
Ok Cathenoyſe the dukes chefelaundere, 


ya fyſher which was her hulbande 


© | 
IchildeGhe had!yliing by they: trauaile, 
Which fro the lea vnto the courte by lande 
Day by day caried vitaile, _ 
And in this caſe de cauſe it might auayle 
Philipot was bꝛought in this greate ſtrayt- 
To be nozice bnto the duchelle, (nelle 


Wyereche was cheriſhed after her deſy2es, 
Eche thing redy whan that euer che ſent, 
With the duchelſe amonge other chambzers 
Jnto Naples J fynde chat ſhe went, 

Tyll Atropoſe frowarde ofentent 

Made ofthis childe there is no moꝛe to lap, 
The lyues thzede foz to bzeke in tway. 


With king Charles of whb J ſpake tofozne 
As mine auttour remembzeth in his boke, 
Was one Raymond of Champapne bozne, 
Whiche w the king was called mayſter coke 
And on a day his tonrney he toke 

Towarde the ſea, a pyꝛate as J finde, 
Solde him a child which was boznei Inde. 


Lyke Ethiopiens was his colour, 

Fo: whö this coke N apmonde hath deupſed 
Fo: in his notable diligent labour 

Made him chziſten and lo he was baptiſed, 
Gaue him the name and alſo pzactyſed 

Him to pꝛomote, that he vpon him toke 

By his doctrine to be mapſter coke, 


Foz he ſone after toke the oꝛder ok a knight, 
The Ethtopien wert a good officcre 

Gate ſuche grace in the kinges light 

To be about him moze nere 

By pꝛoteſſe he was made wardzopere, 
And though he was blatke of his vilage 

To Cathenoyle he was ioyned in marpage. 


Werte malyperte and of pzeſumpcion 
To be made knight p king he gan requere, 
Which of fredom and great affection 

Is condiſcended to graunt his pzayere, 

But to declare plainly the manere 

In this time Uiolaunt the ducheſle, 
Ifoze remembzed dyed of licknelle. 


After whole death bokes dothe certifye 
owe duke Robert of Naples the cite 
ded a Lady that called wag Sauſye, 
To whom Philipot as fyll to her degre 
With diligence and great humilite 
To pleaſe her dyd lo her dener, 

That of counlaple there was none lo nere. 
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Euer redy at her commanndement 
Wꝛought atyꝛes pleſaunt of delite, 

With holſom waters that were redolent 
To make her \kyn by wathing ſote a white: 
Made conkections to ſerue her appetyte: 
By het hulbande, the ſtoꝛy who lyſt ſe, 

The lame Philipot had chyldzen thzee, 


She was connyng a other poztepzudent, 
Choſen by fauour foz to be mayſtreſſe 
To fayzs Jane ponge and innocent 


Which doughter was to the great ducheſſe 


Ok Calabze,and furthermoꝛe to expꝛeſſe 
Yer hulbande the Ethyopyen withall 
Df Charles houGold was made lenelchall. 


O lozdecquod Bochas)ſpake of hie diſdain 
What meneth this foztune foꝛ to make chere 
With her fauour to rayle vp a fozayne 

Upon her whele with bꝛight fer herg clere, 
But ot tuſt ome it is aye het manere 

Fapꝛeſt to appere with chere a countena ice 
Whan che wyll bzynga mã vnto miſchaũce. 


Foz he that was a boy the laſt day, 

An Ethiopten bozne,# hozrible of light 

Ind afoze time in the kechyn lay 

Amonge the pottes, with baudy cote anight, 
Howe of newe hath take the oꝛdze ol knight 
With king Charles is now ſeneſchall, 
Such lodapne climbing aſketh a ſodain fal, 


He and Philipot his wyke fropouerte 

Be enhaunced and riſſen to great richeſſe, 
Two of their lonnes ſtately maryed be, 
Ind he fo2 fauour moze than wozthynelle' 
To oꝛder of knight, c in his moſt highneſſe 
Their father died whole feaſt funerall 
Was (olempnyſed and holde full royall, 


Thus can foztunechaunge as the mone, 
Der bzight face derked with a (kye: 

Dis eldeſt ſonne dyed alter ſone 

The (econdeleft vp his clergie. 

To be made knightigan him ſelfe apply, 
Stodeofhis father plainly as J rede 
In his office, by fauour toſucrede, 


(Thus by p2ocefſe fro Philipot anonright 

Deathe of her huſbande a her ſonnes twaiue 

Foztune in party eclypſed hath the light, 

Ok her welfare, and gan at her diſdayne: 

pet euen like as whan it doth rapne 

Phobug after eweth moze clereneſle, S 
0 


So (he fro trouble, roſe tomoze nobles; 


J meane as thug,reherfpng no bertue 

In her perſon that mencoude eſpye, 

Bur onely this by tytle of this iſſue | 
Whan Charles doughter on that partye 
Was to the king wedded of Hungrye 
Called Andzee, a man of great.cozage 

He laped his wpte but right tendze of age; 


The lame Jane nat without vice 

Is is rcherled ſomwhat by myne guetour, 
To whome Phylipot whylom was nozice 
As ye haue herde and by full great labour 
Of the laid Jane Robert made gouernour 
Sonne of Phylipot foz a great rewarde, 
Made ok Cecyleand of that lande ſtewarde. 


This fauour done to P hilipot Cathenoyſe 
Cauled in that lande great indignacion, 


Whoſe doughters weddig cauſed gret nople 


Marped to charles the gret erle ot Marchon 
whiche gaue to folke greate occalion _ 
To deme ampſſe aboute in eche countre 
That all þ lande was goueried by tho thze 


By quene Jane and Phylipot Cathenopes 
And the ſaid Robert ſtewarde of Cecyle 
Son td Phillpot, this was thecommon bois, 
The Queue and Robert by their (ubtil wyle 
Vad of aſſent vſed a longe while 

The hateful lynne of aduoutry, 

Nole in Cecyle and went vp to Hungry. 


Foz Quene Jane began no maner thing 
But Cathenople aſlented were therto, 

The execucion and fully the woꝛking 
Bꝛought to conclucion by Robert al was do: 
And in this time role a great ſtryfe alſo 
Diſtlaunderous and a froward dilcoꝛzde, 


Atwene the quene & him that was her lozde. 


Harde to pꝛocede vpon ſuſpection, : 
Sclaunder is ſwift lightly taketh his flight, 
Fo2 which men Goulde eſchue the occalion 
Ok kame and noyſe of ney maner wight, 
By pzoindence,remembzed in his light 
LOhan the repozt is thzough a lande ronne 
Harde it is to int it whanit is begonne. 


Withſtand pzinciples occaſions to decline, 
Leſt vuwarely ther folow great domage, 
To late commeth the lalue of medicine _ 
To feſtred ſozes whan they be vncurable: 


Ind incaſe. very refemblable-/ 4 


Taeſchew ſclaiider who li nat os to ſpare, 
Mape nat faple to fal into the ſnare, 


Thus fot a time the ſlaunder was kept cloſe 
Albeit ſo it didfoz a while abyde, | 
Another miſchiete ful pitouſly aroſe 
Which — — abzode ful wyde, 
Aduoutry to murder is a very gyde: 

Set at a p2icke mine auctour doth recoꝛde 


The king Andze was ſtrangled with a coz 
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Out ok his chambze rayled a great heyght_ | 


By a toniected falſe conſpiracioen, 

ve was entreated,bzought davone by ſleyght 
fter ſtrangled as made is mention, 

Whole death to puniſh by commiſſion = 

Hugh erle of Anelyne by a patent large 

To be iudge toke vpon him the charge, 


Of this murder role bp a great noyſe 

By euidence fall abhominahle, 

Philipot called Cathenopſe ble: 
Her ſonne & doughter that they Were culpa- 
Dome was yeue by Judges ful notable, 
And to conclude Goztly their tudgement, 
With chaines boũd at ſtakes they wer bent. 


CLenuoy; 


* * 


CJ Hys Tragedy afoze reherſed here 
N ' Telleth the domage ol pꝛelumption, 
By experience reherſyng the manere 

Whan beggersriſeto dominacion 

Is none (o dzedeful execucion 

Ofcruelte, yf it be wel out ſought, 

Than ot ſuch one as came vp ot nought. 


Netoꝛde on Philipot that with hũble chere 
By (odayne fauonr and ſuppoz tation, 

Which was to loꝛe a ſimple ſmal landere 

Ok no value nozreputacion, 


- By Foztunes gery traſmutatlon (bought, 


Shed out her malyce teſtate whan Ge was 
Liſt not conlider how ſhe tame vpofnought, 


Where is moze diſdapne oꝛ moꝛe daungere 
Oz moze frowarde communicacion, 
Moze vengeable venim doth appere, 
Noz moe fleyghty falſe ſupplantacion 
No2moze conlpired vnware colluſion, | 

4h Gg. i. Noz 
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Hoꝛ vndermining done eouertiy a wzonght, In longe qupet had poſſeſſion: 


Than of ſuch lol ke as come vp ot nought. 


oꝛtunes chaunges # meuinges circulere 

th her moſt ſtoꝛmy tranlmutacion. 
Now one let vp ful hie in the ſphere, 
Enhaunceth vices and vertnes put down: 
Aecoꝛd on Philipot whole venemous treaſõ 
Compaſſed afozne in her lecrer thought 
The dede ſheweth ß che came bp of nought. 


Noble pꝛinces with your bꝛight epen clere 
Iduertile in your difcretion 

That no flaterer come in pour court ſo nere, 
By no fraude of falle diſceptton, 

Alwap rememb:ing afoꝛe in your reaſon 

On this tragedy a on this treaſon wzought, 
By a lalſe ſi atter that came vp of nought. 


The. xxxbi. Chapter, 


Howe kyng Sauſes was ſlayne by 
his colin which was bzother vn⸗ 
to the king of Ara- 
gon. 


he that time tame of this trauayle 
| Sochas demptholding fozthe beſt 
2 This noble Poete of Flozente 
and Itapie 
To mate his penne a while fo to reſt, 
Cloſed his boke and hut it in his cheſt, 
But oz he might lparre it with the key 
Came thze pzinces # mekely gan him pꝛey 


Imonges other remembꝛed in his boke 
Tyepz greuaunces batefly to declare, 
LOherwith Bochas gan call vp his loke 
And of copaſſion behelde they; pitous fare: 
Thought he would fox no ſlouthe ſpare 
To thepꝛ requeſtes goodly condilcende 
And of his boke lo foz to make an ende. 


Here gan firſt reherſe by wzityng 
Jnhiscomplaynt ful pitouſly ye made 
Touching the fall of the great king 
Called Sauſes,which his ſoiour had 
The place named was Alſtrociade 
Ind as he wzit, a lytle there beſide 
Was alytle Jie called Emaſide, 


Bothe theſe Jles together knit in ons 
Wher Saules had his dominacion, 
Liuing in peace enemy had he none 


hole kyngdom hole, as made is mencion 
In the vulgat myne auctout wꝛite the lame 
Ok Malliogres plainly bare the name. 


There is allo another ſmaller ple 
Called Paylozge, and of both twayn 

The laid king was loꝛd a great while, 
Kepyng his eſtate notable and ſouerapne: 
Hauyng a coſyn gan at him diſdayne, 

Which was bzother as made is mention 
Unto the king that tyme of Jragon. 


n the yles remembꝛed by wꝛyghtingeg 

an the people went in to bataple, 

Was the vſage kounde vp firſt of linges 
With caſt of ſtones their enemies to aſſaple: 
(They had ofſhot none other apparayle 

In that tyme, arblaſt nouther bowe, 
Perauenture was tho but Iytell zno we. 


Be” , 
All thele countreis were called but one lande 
Where Sawſes helde poſſeſſion, 
Till his colyn with ſtrong and mighty hande 
With great power (odaynly came doun, 
Bꝛought people out of Arxagon, 
Fyll on kyng Sawles feble of diflente 
Gate that kingdome by knightly violence, 


Che dalaunce was nat ofeupnpeys 
Atwene theſe colyns,who lyſt take hede, 
Foz in hys conqueſt the Frragoneys 

Ol cruelte hath ſmyt ten of the hede 

Df kyng Sawles quakinge in his dꝛede, 
Though it ſtode ſo they were nygh ofalye 
There was that day ſhewed no curteſy, 


Che. xxx bil. chapter. 


boboe Lewes king of Jeruſalem 
and Cecile was put downe. 


: Fter thys Stoꝛp tolde in woꝛdes 


And kyng Sawſes flapne by ty⸗ 
este 
ere came a p2fnce and gan 

kate chewe S 
Called Lewes loꝛde ol Trynacry, 

The ſame ple in that party 

Called Cythane the ſtozy tel leth thug, 
After the name ol king Diculug. 

« (@Trynacrye, 


Of Jhon Bothas. 


Trinacry acountre merueplous  _ 
(Toke firſt his name of famous hylles thze, 
(The chefe of them is called Pelozus 

The next Pathmus the third Lyllybe, 
Not ferre from Ethna theſayd hilles be 
Beſide a ſea full perilous anꝭ aue 

With twodangers Carib! 


The ſayd Lewes kyng of Jeruſalem 
And of Cecile the boke maketh mencion, 
Which was chaſed and put out ot his realme 
By another Lewes and put down, 

Ended in pouette foz Cozt contluſion: 
This laſt Lewes of pite dyd hym grace 
yl he died to haue a dwellyng place. 


The. xxxbiii. Chapter. 


Dod king John of Fraunce at Poyterg 


was taken pꝛiſoner by pꝛince Ed⸗ 
warde, and bzought into 
Englande. 


Ext of all and laſt of euerychone, 
Curſypng Foztune with all her 
e Dartauice, | 
LSE Makyngbyscomplaynt;to Bo⸗ 
has came king John, | 

Tolde his tale how he was take in Fraunce 
By pꝛice Edward foz all his great puiſſaũce, 
And after with ſtrong and mighty hand, 

He was froPoyters bzought into England. 


Ifo:e diſtroyed his caſtels and his tobones 
And ouerthzowen manly in battayle, 

His pꝛinces flapne, theyz baners # penouns 
Noz bꝛode ſtanders might them not auaple: 
The trace out (ought ſpoiled ol plate à maile 
Maugre his might kig John was pꝛiloner, 
In England after abode full many a pere. 


Set afterwarde to full great raunſon 
The woꝛthy llapne on the Frenche party, 
The lame time in Bzutes Flbyon 

There floured in luche noble lle # chyualry, 
With high pzudence and pzudent policy: 
Mars and Mercury aboue eche nacion 
Gotterned that tyme Bzutus Albion. 


Mars fo: knighthode theyz patroni battaile 
And Mynerua gaue them influence _ 
Meynt with bꝛightneſſe of plate # mayle, 
Toftourinclergye and in hie pzudence 
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That pzince Edward by marciall biolence 


That dap on line one the beſt knight (might. 
S2ought home kinge John maugre all yys 


Though Bochas gaue htm fauour by ligage 


Dh 


heart enclined to that partpe, 

ich vnto him was but (mall auauntage 
Woꝛde is but winde bzonght in by enuxe, 
Foz to hinder the famous chiualrye 

Ok Englich me, ful narow he gan him thinke 
Left ſpeare # ſhelde fought with pen a ynke. 


Though the ſayd Bochas floured in Poetry 
His parcial wzityng gaue no moztal woũde, 
Caught a quarell in his melancoly 

Vhich to his chame afterward did rebounde: 
In concluſion lyke as it was founde 
Agapne king John a quarel gan to take 
Cauſe that he would of Engliſh men be take; 


Helde them but ſmall of reputacion 

In his repoꝛt, men map hys wzttyng ſee, 
His fantaſy noz hys optnon 

Stode in that cale of none authozite: | 
Their kig was take, their knightes did flee, 
Wher was Bochas to helpe the at ſuch nede ! 
Saue with his pen hemade no man to blede. 


Ol right wilneſſe euery crotiiculer 
Should in his wzityng make no exception, 
Indifterently conuey his matter 

Not be perciall of none affection, _ 

But gyk the thanke ok moꝛtal guerdon 

Dys ſtyle in oꝛder ſo egally oblerued, 

To euery party as they haue deſerued, 


Laude of king John was that he abode, 

In that he quit hym like a manly knight, 
His lozdes [layne fome away they rode, 
Moſt of his mepny toke them to the flight: 
This tourney take ſoꝛ king Edwardes right, 
The feelde ywonne haue this in memoꝛy 
Trouthes hold hath gladly the victozy. 


Ol king John what chould J wzite moze 
B2onght to this land with other pꝛiloners : 
Upon which the realme complapned loꝛe 
By rehearſapleofotde Croniclers, 

Died in England within a fewe yeres, 
Led home .agapne after theyꝛ waitynges 
Lieth at S. Denys with other kinges; 


Lenuope. 
Gg. li. Ok 
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The ninth Sooke 


F Bochas boke the laſt tragedye 
Compendiouſiye put in remembzaunre 
How pꝛince Edwarde w his chiualrye 
Fought at Poiters w king John of Fraũce, 
And thzough his mighty Parciall puyſatice 
Groũded his quarell vpon his fathers right, 
Toke him pꝛiloner ful like a manly knight. 


D 


By colluſion kyng John dyd occupye 

Set out of oꝛder the royall aliaunce, 
Scepter and crowne with all the regalpe 
Was down delcẽded to Edward i ſubſtatice, 
Cõueped 5ᷣ bzaũches by lineall concozdaunce: 
Foz whichtitle grounded vpon right 
P:2ince Edward fought like a manly knight. 


His clayine and quarel moꝛe to foztify, 

In token ß god his quarel would auaunce 
D iſcomtfiture was made on that party, 
Upon kyng John by violent vtraunce 

An heauenlp ſigne by influent puruepaunce 
Sent from aboue to evo Edwardes right 
Foz which þ pꝛice fought like a mãly knight. 


Noble pꝛinces your heartes do applye 


| -— — — Juſtiy to way this matter in balaunce, 


— H— — — —— — — — — — 


All thing payſcd ye me it not denye 

It ye conlider euery circumſtaunce 

In tight Judges map be no vartaunce: 
The ftelde dcrreyned deme who hath righe 
Foz whiche ß pzice fought like a mily knight, 


Thing of aſſent put in jeopardy, 

And committed to Gods ozdinaunce, 

There may be after no contrauerſy 
Atwene party,quarel,noz diſtaunce, 

Who (hal retoyle,# in this cale ſtode Fraunce 
Sith at Poyters declaring whohath right 
Pꝛice Edward fought like a manly knight, 


¶ Here Bochas maketh a rehearſayl how 
Foꝛtune hath made highe eſtates vn⸗ 


P warely to diſcende, . 

N 

Et folke of wiſdom c6(lider in their wit 
Gather vpa (um a count in thepz reaſon 

To all eſtates how Foztune hath her quit, 


Co popes pꝛelates gyn firſt in Rome town, 


To cardinals moſt ſouerayne ot renown, 
When they lat hieſt coude them not defende 
Agayn Foztune by no pzoivſion, 

But with a turne He made them to dileend. 


After in oꝛder call to remembzaunce, 


Theſtate imperial of famous emperours, 
Which as Ippoilo Nog ihey2 puyllaunce 
(Thepz fame vp blow to Jupiters tours, 
And foꝛget not theſe olde conquerours 
Aboue Mercury caſt them to aſcende, 

Tyl rhat with her frowarde Gours 
Moſt loda de them to diſcende, 


Ringes and pꝛintes of diuers gong, 

In Alpe, Europe, Itfrike, and Cartage, 

Of Ethiope the marciall champions, 
Monſters of Inde hydous of viſage, 
Ithlas, Hercules, i their moſt furious rage, 


Againſt whoſe might no man coude hidefeve 


What folowed from theit hyeſt tage: 
Foztune vnwarely made them to dilcende. 


Pateſtes,p:elates, # well fed fat perſons, 
And patriarkes that had great ſouerapnte 
Reken vp religiös w al their bzode crownes 
Bylhops,abbottes,confyzmed in their ſee, 
Beholde of toztune the mutabylite 

Seculere chanons w many great pꝛebende, 
whan they late hygheſt inthetr felytite 
Howe lodaynly Ge made them to dilcende. 


All ß is waitten is wzitten to our doctryne, 
One courbeth lowe another gothe vpzight, 
Some be vicious lome in vertue Gyne, 
Phcbus now clipſed ſ6tyme Gyneth bztght, 
Somtyme cioudy lomtpme ſterlight, 
Some folke appapze ſome dothe amende, 
Shew of Foztune the power a the might 
One goth vpward another doth diſcende, 


Some man holy encreaſeth in bertue, 
Another recheleſſe of frowarde wilfulneſſe, 
One is perfit and Cable in Chziſt Jeſu, 
Another bzaydeth vpon frowardneſſe, 
One encrealeth with trealour a richeſſe, 
Who lift thꝛiue to labour muſt attende 
Maugre the wozld Foztunes doubleneſſe 
Doth one arile, another doth diſcende, 


One is buſy and ſetteth ail his labour 
Early to aryſe his good to multiply, 
Inother ſpendeth, and is a great waſtour 
Some tre is barayn (ome tre doth fructify 
One can ſay ſothe another can welllye, 
One can gather another can diſpende, 
Unto foꝛtune this matter dot he applye 
She maketh one to arile, another to dilcẽde 


All theſe matters combined into one 
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Ot Jhon Bothas, 


Fol. xxx vii. 
Of which this boke maketh mention, Co kiſſe þ ſteppes of thẽ that were furthcrig 
Uoyde the wede, ok vertue take the cozne Laureat poetes whichehad ſoueraynte 
As reaſon teacheth in your diſcrecion: Ok eloquence, to luppozte thy makyng: 


And foz to make a ſhozt concluſion And pzay all tho that (hall this pꝛoceile ſe 


Ina bzefe ſumme this bake tocompzehende, In thyne excuſe that they lyſt tobe, 
Foztuves whele by reug on And where it is amyſle foꝛ to amende 
Doth one clymbe vp, anayex to diſcend, Set thy grounde vpon humylite 


* Unto their grace that thou mapſt alcende 
$I The woꝛdes of the EN ” N ; 


tranſlatour, In a Gozte clauſe thy content reherſpng 


| As one vpclymbeth to great pzoſperite 
Vith letters x leues this lytell bo ke trẽbling So another by experte bnowlegyng 


Pꝛap to the pꝛince, to haue on the pyte, From great rycheſſe is bzought to pouerte: 
Uopde of all picture and enlumynyng Alas (O boke)what 15 of the: 
Which haſt of Cicero no curious dyte, (Thy tragedyes thꝛugh all Þ wozlde to ſende. 


Noꝛ ot his gardayne no floures of beaute, Go fozthe I pzay excuſe thy ſelfe and me, 


God graunt grace thy rudeneſle nat offende who loueth moſt vertue higheſt Hal aſcende. 
The hygh nobleſſe and magnanympte 


Ok his pꝛeſence, whan thou ſhalt altende. Blacke be thy wede of coplaynt # mournig, 
Called fall of pꝛinces from their felycite, 


And foz my parte oł one hert abyding Lyke Chaunteplure row ſinging nowe we⸗ 
Uopde of chaunge and mutabylite, wo after myꝛth, next ioy aduerſyte, (ping, 
J do pꝛeſent this boke with hand hahyng So entremedled there is no ſuerte: 
Ok hole affection knelyng on my kne, Lyke as this boke doth pzayſe & cõpꝛehende, 


Pare the loꝛd one, two, and thze, owe on the whele now ſet in lowe degre, 
ole magnificence no clerke may cõpꝛehede ho will encreace by vertue muſt aſcende, 
Sende you might grace and pzolperite 


Euer in vertue to encreace and aſcende, The ende of Bochas 


Volumes. 
Gg. iii 


